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Univerfal  Hiftory, 


PROM    THE 


Earlieft  Actoitnts  to  the  Prefent  ^ime* 


C   H  A   K     LXXXin. 

^he  Hiftory  of  the  Ancient  Get^matiSi  td  theif 
Irruption  into  the  Roman  Empire,  Invqfion  of 
.  Gaul^  and  Expulfoon from  thence  by  the  Franks^, 

S  E   C   T*     r* 

Origin  of  the  Germam*    Defcriptton  of  Qermd^k 

THE  farther  northward  we  move  from  ancient  Gaufj  Hermdnif 
the  more  wc  are  in  the  dark  about  the  nations  that  thtirorigia* 
inhabited  the  vaft  regions  beyond  the  Rhhie  and 
the  Datiube,  which  were  the  limits  between  the  Gaula  and 
them.    Nothing  is  more  uncertain  than  their  origin,  the 
countries  they  came  from,  and  the  territories  they  Tettled 
themfeWes  in  :  ancient  authors  in  general  confound  them 
under  the  names  of  Celtes,  Scythians,  and  Celtofcythiana  j  Mofltr^* 
comprehending  a  great  variety  of  nations,  which  it  is  no  baU^of 
cafy  tafk  to  diftinguifh  with  propriety.     Yet  we  may  ven-  Ctmc  ex* 
ture  to  affirm  ■,  that  all  thefc  were  originally  the  fame  tia-  ^^^i 
tion  with  the  Celtes  and  Gauls,  and  both  defcended  from 
the  ancient  Gomerians,  or  defcendents  of  Gomer,  the  eideft 
fon  of  Japhet.    Indeed  the  Germans  were  very  much  in-  ^»/  intitm 
tcrmijed  with  the  old  Scythians  and  Sarmatians,  on  that  ^^^^ , 
fide  .which  joined  their  territories,  and  particularly  between  ^l^/^j^f^ 

>  Clov«r.  Bochaut.  Phaleg.  Pecroh.  AnfJq.  Celt.  Rdig.  d«s  GauK 
?fXoutier.  Hift.  Celt.  Calmet,  Comment,  in  Genef.  &  aU 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Germans. 

the  two  gfcat  rivers  Rhine  and  Danube :  and  thefe^  no 
doubt,  had  adopted  a  great  many  of  their  cuftoms,  as  well 
as  intermingled  fome  of  their  language  with  their  own  ^ 
but  in  all  other  parts  of  Germany  we  find  fuch  an  exa£t 
conformity  in  their  religionj  laiivs,  cuiloitis,  and  language  **, 
as  leaves  fcarce  any  room  to  doubt  that  they  were  de-> 
fcended  from  the  fame  ancient  flock  with  the  Cehes  er 
GaulSy  and  came  by  gradual  migrations  from  Afia. 

How  this  country  came  to  be  called  Gertnany,  and  its 
Inhabitants  Germans,  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  nor  hardly 
worth  enquiring  ;  the  mod  probable  conje£ture  is,  that  they 
were  fo  called,  cither  from  their  affinity  to  the  Celtes,  or 
from  the  Celtic  words  ghar  mariy  a  warlike  man  :  but  it  is 
plain  this  was  not  their  original  name,  being  of  a  more 
modern  date,  and  feems  to  have  had  its  rife  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  when  the  Condrufi,  Eburones,  Caerafi* 
and  Paemani,  croflfed  that  river,  after  the  example  of  fonre 
others  of  their  countrymen,  and  fettled  in  Gaul.  Thefe, 
it  feems,  were  the  fiifl  to  whom  the  appellation  of  Germans 
was  given,  ^nd  which  therefore  extended  no  farther  than 
the  Rheniih  fhore  on  the  Gallic  fide,  but  foon  after  paficd 
over  to  the  other,  and  became  common  to  other  people  of 
the  fame  original  language  and  cuftoms,  till  at  length  it  be- 
came the  general  name  of  the  whole  nation,  and  the. coun- 
try was  called  from  them  Germania,  or  Germany. 

The  name  of  AUcmansi  and  Aletpans  ftill  retained  by 
the  French,  comes  from  allman  fignifying  ,a  complete  man  : 
that  of  Teutones,  from  which  their  prefent  one  of  Teut- 
fcben,  or  Dutch,  is  thought  to  be  derived,  is  another  by 
which  they  were  diftinguifhed,  and  is  of  a  much  older  date 
than  that  of  Germans  }  but  the  etymon  is  not  eafily  gucfled 
at,  unlefs  we  derive  it  from  the  Celtic  Thcut.  Thcfe,  ac** 
cording  to  Meln,  In  ancient  times  inhabited  the  neigh})Our^ 
lug  coafts  and  iflands  of  the  Eaft,  or  Baltic  fea ;  but  grow- 
ing too  numerous  for  thofe  narro>v  territories,  the  moft  darr 
ing  part  went,  with  their  wives  and  families,  to  feek  new 
fettlements  in  other  countries ;  but  when  and  where  can^- 
not  be  afcertained.  We  fhall  find  them,  in  the  fequel  oi 
this  hiftory,  often  joined  with  the  Cimbri,  Cimbrones,  and 
others,  making  excurfions  into  Gaul,  Italy,  and  Spain^  till 
at  length  a  number  of  them,  who  were  left  to  guard  the 
heavy  baggage  along  the  Rhine,  being  greatly  harafled  oa 
all  fides,  forced  their  way  to  Belgic  Gaul,  where  they  fettled, 
and  became  in  time  known  by  the  name  of  Atuatici  ^« 


^  Keyzlcr*  Antiq.  Septentr.  paiT.  c  Strab.  lib.  lii.  &  v. 
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The  H^oty  of  the  Gernianu  ^ 

We  remarked,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  the  Rhine^  rhe  extnt 
arcording  to  the  Roman  authors^  divided  the  ancient  Gauls  and  limits 
from  the  Germans  on  the  weft,  and  the  Danube  on  the  ^/  ^^^^ 
fouth ;  the  Hercynian  foreft,  at  that  time  fuppofed  impe-  **^^* 
Hetrable,  confined  them  on  the  north,  the  German  and 
northern  ocean  on  the  north-weft,  and  Scythia  and  Sarma- 
tia  on  the  eaft,  where  they  were  as  much  intermixed  with 
thofe  nations  as  they  were  on  the  weft  with  the  Gauls^ 
and  where  it  is  ftill  more  difficult  to  fix  their  boundaries,  on 
account  of  their  conftant  fluAuation.     The  Cimbri,  and 
their  neighbours  the  Saxons,  inhabited  the  Cimbrica  Cher«* 
fonefus,  on  the  other  fide  the  Elbe. 

On  this  fide  that  river  the  Chauci  were  fituated,  Upper  Thi 
and  Lower,  divided  from  each  other  by  the  Vifurges,  now  Chaucu 
the  Wefcr ;  their  country  contained  what  is  now  called 
Bremen  and  Lunenburgh,  Friezland  and  Groningen ;  the 
Upper  had  the  Cherufci^  and  the  Lower  the  Chamavi  on  the 
fouth-eaftj  and  the  German  ocean  on  the  north-weft  ^. 

The  Frifii,  Upper  and  Lower,  were  divided  from  the  Frifii. 
Lower  Chauci  by  the  river  Amafia,  now  Ems  ;  from  each 
other  by  an  arm  of  the  Rhine.  Their  country  ftill  retains 
the  name  of  Friezland,  and  is  divided  into  Eaft  and  Weft ; 
but  the  latter  is  now  difmembered  from  Germany,  and 
compofes  one  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces. 

From  them  were  parted  by  the  Ifela,  now  Yfel,  the  cbun-  ^ruSeri 
try  of  the  Bruderi,  fince  called  Broekmorland,  and  the  Marji, 
fiurfi,  fituate  about  the  river  Luppia,  or  Lippe.    On  the  and  {jfiptt, 
other  fide  of  that  river  were  the  Ufipii,  or  IJfipctes  }  but 
thefe  were  remarkable  for  often  changing  thrir  habitation^ 
and  are  therefore  found  in  other  territories. 

The  Tenderi  were  next  to  them,  who  had  been  driven  7v„^^^;^ 
from  their  old  habitation  by  the  Cotti,  and  fettled  on  the 
Rhine,  and  in  the  country  of  the  Menapii  %  and  were  af- 
terwards fubdued  by  Drufus.     Next  to  thefe  the  Juhones,  Juhm$h 
or  inhabitants  of  Juliers,  b<stween  the  Maefe  and  the  Rhine : 
the  Cotti,  another  ancient  warlike  people,  who  inhabited  Cml 
part  of  HeiTe  and  Thuringia,  from  the  Hartzian  moun- 
tains to  the  Rhine  and  Wefer ;  among  whom  were  com- 
Jrehended  the  Mattiaci,  whofe  capital  was  called  from  them 
lattiacum,  and  by  others  Matticum,  by  fome  taken  to  be 
Marpurgb,  and  by  others  Baden,  on  account  of  its  hot  wa- 
ters. 

Next  to  them  were  the  Sedufii,  bordering  upon  Swabia;  Sednfiu 
Narifci,  or  ancient  inhabitants  of  Nonhgow,  whofe  capital  ^"'fi^* 
is  the  city  of  Nurembergh ;  and  the  Marcomani,  whofe  ^^^^** 

*  C^ar.  Comm.  lib.  li.  cap.  t^*  «  Dio.  CafT.  lib  liv. 
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country  formerly  reached  from  the  Rhine  to  the  head  of  tlie 
Danube,  and  to  the  Neckar :  here  were  the  famed  Agri 
decumales^  fo  called^  among  other  reaibns,  for  cheir  being^ 
taxed  a  tenth  part  of  their  prodvce  by  the  Romans.  The 
Marcomani  fettled  in  Bohemia  and  Mofavia,  under  their 
general  MaroboduuS|  and  fome  of  them  in  Gaul,  whence 
they  expelled  the  Boii. 

Qn  this  fide  the  Rhine,  between  that  river  and  the  Mofa^ 
or  Macfe,  were  the  Ubii,  brought  orer  by  Agrippa. 
Their  metropolis  was  Colonia  Agrippina,  fo  called  front 
the  empr^fs  of  that  name,  who  founded  it,  and  now  Co-« 
logne  )  and  next  to  them  the  Tungri,  which  are  fuppofed 
to  be  the  fame  whom  Csefar  calls  Eburones  and  Condrufi, 
and  whofe  metropolis,  then  called  Attuatica,  is  fince  known 
by  the  name  of  Tongres  ^  ^%^*'  *^P>  ^"^  ^n  the  other 
fide  of  the  Mofelle,  were  the  Treviri,  whofe  capital  was 
Augufta  Trevirorum,  now  Triers  ;  next  to  them  were  the 
Tribocci,  Nemetes,  and  Vangiou«8 ;  the  former  inbabited 
Alfatia,  and  their  metropolis  was  called  Argentinse^  and 
ArgentoratuQfi,  now  Strafburgh.  The  others  lived  in  the 
cities  of  Worms,  Spire,  and  Moguntta,  now  Mentz.  Thofe 
three  made  the  Germania  Prima ;  and  thofe  below  them 
ihe  Germania  Secunda,  which  reached  as  far  as  the  Maeie 
and  Lower  ilhine,  and  was  feparated  from  Bdgia  by  the 
Bemer  and  Scheld,  which  latter  has  always  divided  the  fi^es 
of  liege  and  Cambray. 

The  Mediomatrici  were  fituate  along  the  Mofelle,  abcmt 
th^  city  of  Metz  in  Lorrain  ;  above  them,  on  the  Rhine^ 
were  featedibe  Rauricii  called  alfo  Rauraci  and  Rauriaci, 
another  ancient  German  nation,  who  peopled  that  part  of 
Helvetia,  or  Switzerland,  about  Bafil :  their  capital  was 
Rauncnm,  or  Augufta  Rauracorum  >. 

Between  the  beads  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube,  were  ieat- 
ed  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Vindelicia,  whofe  capital  was 
called  At^ufta  Vindeltcorum,  no^  Augfburgh  ;  and  belorw 
ft,  along  the  banks  of  the  fame  river,  thofe  of  Noricum  and 
Fannonia,  the  former  of  whjch  was  divided  into  Noricum 
Biipenfe  and  Mediterraneum,  compfehending  great  part  of 
Auftria,  Stiria,  Carinthia,  Tyrol^  and  Bavaiia  ^ ;  and  the 
latter  including  the  kingdom  of  Hungary*  extending  from 
Illyricum  to  the  Danube  and  the  mountains  Castir,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Vindebona,  now  Vienna,  the  metrc^lis 
ef  Attftria^ 


f  De  hac  vide  Caef.  Comm.  ]]b«  vi.  cap.  311  |4« 
'Antiq.  lib.  ii.  cap.  a.  p.  339,  &  feq*  g  Ma/cov.  lib.  iti,  cap. '5 


*  Cellar,  ubi  fupi  &  feq. 
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On  Ac  other  fide  of  the  Danube^  which  was  more  pro- 
^rly  called  Germany,  and  Germania  Magna,  befides  the 
Marqomans  were  the  HeFmunduri,  whofc  country  extend-  Herman* 
ed  along  the  Hercynian  mountains  to  the  river  Sala,  Thefc  ^'''• 
po^efled  the  country  now  called  Mifnia  in  Upper  Saxony. 
On  the  other  fide  of  thofe  mountains  was  the  kingdom  of 
Boiohemum,  now  Bohemia,  opce  one  of  the  feats  of  the  B^htmia^ 
Boii;  and  beyond  them,  north  of  the  Danube,  was  another 
feat  of  the  Marcomani  along  the  river  Albis,  now  Elbe ; 
from  which  they  fpread  themfelves  into  Bohemia.     The 
Quadi  were  fituate  ntxt  to  Bohemia :  their  territories  ex-  %«^« 
tended  from  the  Danube  to  Moravia,  and  the  northern  part 
of  Auftria ;  thefc  are  likewife  comprehended  under  the  an- 
cient name  of  Suevi,  part  of  whom  forced  their  way  into 
Spain,  and  formed  a  kingdom  there.     The  Baftamse  were  ^^^f^» 
fituated  eaftward  of  the  Quadi,  and  parted  from  them  by 
the  Granna^  now  Gran,  a  river  that  fails  Into  the  Danube, 
and  by  the  ridge  of  the  Carpathian  mountains  called  Ba- 
ftamicae  Afpes :  their  country  compofed^  indeed,  part  of 
the  European  Sarmatia  ;  but  they  lived  on  this  fide  the  Da-> 
flube  S  were  concerned  with  the  Marcomans,  Quadi,  Her- 
munduri,  Suevi,  and  a  number  of  other  German  nations^ 
*fc  the  war  againft  M.  Antoninus,  and  are  accounted  of 
German  extrad  by  Pliny  ^     It  was  not  till  the  reign  of 
Probus  that  they  were  tranfpfanted  over  the  Danube  thi- 
ther by  that  emperor,  to  repeople  thofe  countries  which 
were  become  defolate  by  war  and  peftilence. 

Between  rhofe  tribes  we  have  fcen  feated  along  the  other 
fide  of  the  Danube,  and  the  Hercynian  foreft,  were  feveral 
ancient  nations,  of  whom  we  know  little  more  than  their 
names  j  fuch  afi  the  Martingi,  Burii,  Borades,  Lygii,  or  TkiMmr^  \ 
Logfones,  and  fome  others,  who  are  placed  by  our  geogra-  ^^V^»^*" 
phers  along  the  foreft  above  mentioned,  between  the  Da-  '^''*    '* 
nebe  and  the  Viftufa.    The  lafl  we  (hall  mention  on  this 
fide  the  Herc3rnian  foreft,  were  the  famous  Rhaetii,  now  Kh^iu 
Grifons,  who  were  feated  on  the  Alps:    their  country, 
which  was  called  Wcftern  lHyricum,   was  divided  into 
Rhsetia  Prima  or  Propria,  and  Secunda,  extending  towards 
Swabia,  Bavaria,  and  Auftria.     This  diftrid,  and  that  of 
Noricum,  and  others,  became  a  Roman  province,  aiid  be«» 
longed  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Oftrogoths  in  Italy  \  but  up- 
on the  declenfion  of  it  they  fell  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Franks,  about  which  time  the  name  of  Bavarians  firft  be- 
came celebrated  in  hiftory. 

k  Vid.  Mflfcov.  ubi  fup.  lib.  li'u  cap.  %,  Nottt.  Germ. Kb.  vi.  cap,  i, 
Fiifl.  Ill}*  IT.  cap.  11. 1^  a).         >  J«l*  Capitgl.  in  Vlt.  Marc.  cap.  i»» 
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Suivi.  ^  On  the  other  fide  of  the  Hercynian  foreft  were  the  an* 

cient  feats  of  the  Suevi,  an  old  tribe  of  Germans^  who  had 
fpread  themfelves  from  the  Viftula  to  the  Elbe,  and  beyond, 
though  in  time,  great  part  of  them,  either  penetrated 
through  that  foreft,  and  fettled  in  the  more  pleafant 
fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  fuch  as  Belgium,  Gaul,  and 
even  Spain. 
£0ff|9-  rpj^g  jjjQ^j.  powerful  of  thefc  were  the  I^ongobardi, fo  called, 

according  to  fome,  on  account  of  their  wearing  long  beards  ; 
hut,  according  to  others,  on  account  of  their  confifting  of 
two  nations,  viz.  the  Bardi  and  Lingones ;  thefe  dwelt 
along  the  river  Elbe,  and  bordered  fouthward  on  the  Chauci, 
mentioned  a  little  higher,  and  both  thefe  were  reduced  by 
Tiberius,  as  we  have  (hewn  in  a  former  volume.     But  the 
Longobardi,  having  paiTed  the  Danube,  invaded  and  de- 
feated the  Heruli,  and  afterwards  croiled  the  Alps,  and 
fettled  in  Italy,  where  they  founded  the  kingdom  of  Lom- 
Burgundt,    y^^^^y  m^   The  Burgundi  are  the  next  of  note  :  Pliny  affirms 
them  likewife  to  be  of  German  extraf);,  and  ranks  them 
with  the  Vindili,  Varini,  Carini,  Guttones,  and  Ingevones, 
which  laft  he  makes  a  mixed  people,  partly  Cimbric,  partly- 
Teutonic,  and  partly  Chauci.    It  is  in  vain  to  inquire  after 
their  original  country,  but  it  is  plain  they  were,  like  the^r 
other  neighbours j  enticed  to  exchange  it  for  a  better ;  and, 
having  penetrated  firft  into  Germany,  where  they  aflifted 
Valeptjnian  againft  the  Alemani  ",  they  afterwards  crofled 
the  Rhine,  and  fettled  in  Gaul,  where  they  founded  a  king- 
(loin  in  that  province  which  ft  ill  retains  the  name  of  Bur* 
Stmnone^,    gundy.    The  Semnones,  likewife,  left  their  old  habitation, 
and  iettled  about  the  Lionnois in  Gaul:  we  find  them  feat- 
^d  about  the  Elbe,  in  Tiberius's  time,  and  in  conjun£Uon 
^ith  the  If  ermunduri  and  other  Germans,  bravely  endea- 
vouring to  obftru£i  his  croffing  that  river  • ;  though  at  what 
fime  they  pailed  ffom  thence  ir^to  Gaul,  is  not  eafy  to  fix: 
but  they  fisll  upon  one  of  the  moft  fruitful  parts  of  that 
kingdoip,  ^nd  grew  fo  rich  and  confiderable,  that  they  are 
thought  to  hayp  been  called  Sennones  on  that  account,  \t 
being  an  old  Celtic  word,  which  fignifies  opulent  and  vener^ 
able.     Thefe  three  were  the  moft  celebrated  nations  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Hercynian  foreft,  to  >yhich  we  fliall  only 
add  the  nam(js  pf  fome  others,  though  fcarcely  known  by 
any  thing  elfp :  fuch  are  the  Aviones,  Rheudigni,  Eudoles;, 
and  Swardones,  whom  we  find  placed  between  the  Elbe 
and  the  Suevus,  or  Viader,  on  the  north  pf  the  Longobardi  | 

">  Giannon  Hift.  Neapol.  p.  294.  "  M9rc¥ltin.  lib.  xxviii, 

cap*  y  *  Veil.  PatfiTC*  lib*  ii*  cap.  io(f. 
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die  Rugli,  Lemnovii^  Heruli,  Gothones,  or  Gothini,  Ae 

Sidui  Carini,  between  the  laft   mentioned  river  and  the 

Viftula :  as  for  the  Angli,  Saxi,  Goths,  and  Huns,    they 

will  be  fpoken  of  in  fome  of  the  following  chapteis.  Bil<fan- 

while,  we  muft  not  omit  the  country  of  the  MKAy  an  an-  JEflii  and 

cient  tribe  of  the  Suevi,  who  inhabited  the  coafts  of  the  eaft  tf^iir  ambit 

fea,  fo  remarkable  for  great  plenty  of  amber.  Thefe  people,  ^^^^^* 

Tacitus   fays,   worfliipped  the  mother  of  the  gods,  and  Their  nli' 

placed  fuch  confidence  in  hei:  protection,  tl^at  they  fcarcely  i?'^«« 

knew  the  ufe  of  iron  weapons,  or  any  thing  but  cudgels* 

He  fays  the  jEftii  were  more  induftnous  than  the  reft  of 

the  Germans  in  cultivating  their  corn  and  other  fields,  and 

dived  into  the  fcas  and  rivers  for  amber,  which  they  fold 

to  ftrangers,  rough  and  unwrought.     In  Nero*s  reign,  by  A  gnat 

which  time  the  Romans  had  entirely  abandoned  the  thoughts  f«««''0^  of 

of  conquering  Germany,  one  of  that  emperor's  favourites  ^^Ll^ 

perfuaded  him  to  fend  thither  a  kind  of  erSbafly  to  buy  it  j^"^, 

upon  the  fpot«    The  Roman  knight,  who  was  at  the  head 

of  this  expedition,  leaving  Carnvintum,  a  fortrefs  on  the 

bank  of  the  Danube,  arrived  at  the  place,  and  met  with  a 

kind  reception  from  the  ^ilii,  from  whom  he  bought  and 

brought  away,    according  to  Solinus,    thirteen  thoufand 

pounds  weight  of  that  commodity,  which  was  defigned  by 

one  of  their  kings,  as  a  prefent  to  the  emperor.     We  find 

in  Caf&odorus,  a  letter  fent  by  Theodoric,   king  of  the 

Goths»  to  the  JEftii,  wherein  he  thanks  them  for  a  noble 

parcel  they  had  fent  to  him  of  the  fame  precious  drug  p,  and 

wherein  he  promifes  them  his  friendfliip,  which,  it  feems, 

they  were  endeavouring  to  obtain  by  this  valuable  prefent.  - 

Near  the  mouth  of  the  Viftula,  now  Weychfel,  near  the  Gipidm^ 
Gepidae;  and  farther  north,  on  the  coafts  of  the  eaft  fea,  their  ex-' 
between  thefe  and  the  iEftii,  were  the  Chaiboni.     It  can-  *r^^\  ^^ 
not  be  determined  whether  thefe  two  were  of  German,  Scy-    '"^  *** 
thic,  or  Gothic  extraft :  the  Gepidae  are  indeed  affirmed 
to  be  Germans  by  fomegncieht  authors  ^  ;  but  we  have  had 
frequent  occafion  to  obferve,  that  they  frequently  confound 
tbofe  nations,  fo  that  we  c;innot  depend  upon  their  autho- 
rity.    Of  the  Chaiboni  we  know  but  little,  ^jxcept  what 
we  read  of  their  invading  Gaul  in  the  time  of  Dioclefian ', 
and  of  their  being  totally  routed  by  Conftantine  the  Great  *. 
The  .Gepidae  are  famed  in  hiftory  for  having  formed  themt 
felves  into  a  kingdom,  and  extending  their  territories  into 
Pannonia ;  and  taking  the  city  of  Sirn^i^m,  or  Sirmifl)» 

P  Varia.  lib.  v.  epift.  2.  9  VideProcop.  dc  Bell.  Vind.  lib.  j, 

cap.  2.  &  Ma^ov*  lib.  x.  cap.  6.  lib.  xi.  cap.  21.         '  ^  CI.  Mamer^in,  ' 
Panegyr.  i.  cap.  4.  &  51  •  Nazar.  int.  Pan^gyr.  Vet.  i]|.  ca|>.  it^ 
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frim  the  tmpemt  Martian  ;  as  llkewife  for  their  wars  wifft 

the  Goths,  Burgundians,  and  efpecially  the  Romans,  for 

their  inyaiion  of  Germany  and  Belgia,  and  for  the  terrible 

haTOck  they  made,  in  conjunflion  with  the  Quadi,  Van— 

'  dais,  and  other  northern  nations,  of  which  St.  Jerom  gives 

us  a  particular  and  dreadful  account  ^  (A}J    They  niain-«> 

tained  thcmfelves  in  pofleffion  of  all  Dacia,  till  the  empe-*- 

TOT  Juftin's  reign,  Mirben,  being  deferted  by  that  prince,^ 

and  Cunemundi   their  laft  king,  being  overthrown  and 

T*'  'l^^/  killed  by  Alboin,  king  of  the  Longobards,  there  was  a  final 

"km  period  put  to  their  kingdom.     The  Abares,  who  were  allied 

with  Alboin,  took  pofieffion  of  Dacia,  and  the  whole  Gc- 

pidsean  nation  wad  difperfed  "  (B). 

GirmM^g        Germany,  in  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  was  divided  into 

^'^'^td^     Germania  Prima  and  Secunda,  that  is,  Upper  and  l.ower, 

t*vi  i^      defended  by  e^ht  legions  pi  Roman  forces,  which  were, 

i^ccording  to  cuftom,  employed  in  making  roads,  ercSing 

ibrtiiScations,  and  other  ufeful  works,  whenever  they  were 

not  engaged  in  the  lieid  ^« 

^he  ttfitt'        As  for  the  country  of  Germany  itfelf,  we  have  fuch  z 

ralcitme     dreadful  account  transmitted  of  it,  both  by  Caefar  and  Taci- 

Jucimt'frt'  ^^^  %  ^^**  ^^^  would  think  it  almoft  incredible  that  fuch  a 

prefentid     l>fave  nation  would  have  been  contented  to  live  in  it,  when 

iy  thi  Ro'    they  wanted  neither  ftrength  nor  courage  to  have  forced 

^^^'         their  way  into  others,  more  pleafant  and  fruitful  (C).     It 

muft 

t  Epift.  ad  Ag#r.  de  Monogam.  cp.  91.  »  Excerpt,  ex  Me- 

liand.  V  Bucher.  Belg.  Rom.  cap.  j%,  17,  &  if.         ^  Mor« 

Gernik  cap<  i.    pvfar.  Comment,  lib*  Hi,  cap.  i. 

(A)  Theie  Barbarians  broke  (B)  It  is  fvippofed,  that  th<} 

like  an  inundation,    not  only  poor   remains  of  the  Gepidse 

into  Upper  and  Lower  Gerr  took  refugp  under  the  emperor 

many,    but   Gaial,    and   even  Juflinian,  andhe  airumed,upot^ 

Spain.     In  the  (iwnierthey  de-  that  account,  the  title  of  Qepi- 

ftroyed,    among    othpr   cities,  ijicug. 

thoife    of    Strafburgh,     Spire,  As  for  the  unfortunate  Cu- 

Wonps,  apd  IV^entz ;    an^  i|i  nemund,  Alboin  made  a  drink- 

Belgia  thpfe  of  Rheims^  Ami-  ing-cup  of  his  ikull,  a  cullon^ 

f^ns,  Toiirnay,  Arrap,  and  Te-  derived  ffom   their  barbarous 

rouane  ;  and  carried  the  inha-  ancedors,  of  which  we  have  bad 

bitants  captive  into  Germany,  occafion  to  obferve  in  the  hiftoiy 

They  likewife  ravaged,  in  a  hor-  pf  the  Celtes  an^  Scythians, 

jrible  manner,  the  provinces  of  (C)  Apcording  to  them,  it 

Aquitania,    Lugdunenfis,   and  was  barren,  uncultivated,    and 

NarbonncQfis,  and  carried  otf  frightful  all  over ;  and  evep  its 

an    immcnfe    plunder.      The  variety  of  foil  and  climate  added 

|-eft  the  reader  may  find  in  the  to  ihe  hprror  of  it,  from   th<5 

Jetter  above  quoted,  dreadful  forefts,    ftinking  and 

*          «  pnwhol- 
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onft  be  opened,  that  the  arrival  of  the  Romans  in  Germany, 

88  well  as  in  Gaul,  contributed  much  to  the  fertilizing  and 

enriching  fhofe  countries,  which,  till  then,  had  been  wholly 

negle£ied  by  both  nations,  who  thought  this,  and  every 

occupation  but  war,  beneath  their  fierce  and  warlike  genius. 

Wc  are  told,  in  particular,  that  the  emperor  Probus  wa^  Vimtf 

the  firft  who  permitted  vines  to  be  b^ught  into  Gaul  and  '^^^^fi^f^ 

Among  thofe  ynany  woods  and  forefts  with  which  this  Gnat'fy^ 
country  abounded  was  that  called  the  Hercynian,  and,  by  nfis  in 
the  Greeks,  Orcinian  Foreft,  the  largeft  and  thickeft  in  Oemuuy^ 
Europe,  redconed  by  Julius  Caefar  to  have  extended  fixty 
days  journey  in  length,  and  nine  in  breadth.     Not  only  Win  n^ 
this,  but  all  the  forefts,  woods,  and  groves  in  Germany,  fuffendu 
«rcn  the  trees,  boughs,  and  leaves  were  efteemed  facred  ;  ^'  ^' 
and  this  is  the  reafon  why  the  ancient  Germans  made  it  a        ** 
principle  of  their  religion  not  to  cut  them  down,  unlefs  it 
were  ibme  branches  of  the  oak,  and  fome  other  trees  which 
they  carried  with  them,  on  particular  folemnities ;  but  after 
this  country  was  conquered  by  the  Romans,  many  were  cut 
down,  partly  for  conveniency,  and  partly  iFrom  a  diflike  of 
thofe  fuperftitious  and  bloody  rites,  which  were  performed 
in  them.     Some  are  ftill  remaining ;  and  amongft  others  the  TA#fiAifi 
Black  Foreft  :  the  Bacenian,  which  parted  the  Suevi  from  ^f^refi. 
the  Cherufci,  is  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Thuringia, 
jmd  by  others  the  Black  Foreftlaft  mentioned.    The  Caefian  ^^'  ^^ 
Foreft,  or  Caefia  Sylva,  was  alfo  very  famous :  fome  fup-  ^* 
pofe  it  to  have  been  a  remnant  of  the  Hercynian,  and  part 
of  it  •remains  ftill  in  the  duchies  of  Cleves  and  Weftphalia. 

They  had  a  number  of  large  rivers,  of  which  we  ftiall  only  Rivers, 
mention  the  moft  confiderable.  At  the  head  of  thefe  may 
jttftly  be  placed  the  Danube,  now  Ifter,  by  far  the  largeft  Danubu 
in  Europe.  It  has  its  rife  in  Swabia,  and  flowing  through 
that  province,  Bavaria,  Auftria,  Hungary,  Servia,  Bulga- 
ria, Moldavia,  Beflerabia,  and  part  of  Tartary,  and  receiving 
about  fixty  other  rivers  in  its  courfe,  falls  into  the  Euxine 
or  Black  Sea,  by  two  canals.  It  was  once  the  boundary  be- 
tween Sarmatia  and  Germany,  but  became  afterwards  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Romans,  under  the  emperor  Trajan. 

The  Rhine,  another  famous  river,  which  divided  Ger-  Rhinu 
many  from  Gaul,  and  fprings  from  the  Rhaetian  Alps  in  the 
weftem  borders  of  Switzerland,  and  northern  of  the  Gri- 
fons:  as  it  rifes  from  two  fprings,  which  unite  their  waters 

y  Vopifc.  in  Vit.  Prob.  cap*  i8« 

uowholfonje  bog9,    the  incle-    of  its  fcas,  lakes,  and  riversi 
i         Ip^ncy  of  hs  winds,  dampnefs    and  barrennefs  of  its  foil. 
f  near 
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near  Chur,  n6w  Coire ;  fo  it  divided  itfclf  into  two  ftreamsi^ 
one  of  which  falls  into  the  Maefe,  and  the  other  into  the 
German  Ocean :  upon  both  accounts,  perhaps,  it  is  called^ 
by  Virgil,  Rhenus  Bicornis,  or  BIcorniger.  It  ha$  now  no 
paflage  into  that  ocean,  but  with  the  Maefe  above  mention- 
ed, below  Briel,  except  that  branch  called  the  Yflel>  which 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Zuyder  Zee  '. 

This  mouth,  anciently  known  to  the  Romans  by  the  name 
of  Flavum,  and  ftill  retaining  that  of  Vlie,  or  Flie,  was 
guarded  by  a  ftrong  caftle. 

The  Viftula,  now  Weichfel,  was  another  confiderable 
river,  which  divided  Germany  from  the  European  Sarmacia^ 
whence  the  latter  was  called  Germania  Transfiftulana.  It 
had  its  rife  in  the  Carpathian  Mountains  in  Higher  Silefia, 
and,  eroding  the  Hcrcynian  Foreft,  emptied  itfelf,  by  three 
dreams,  into  the  Baltic  Sea,  near  Dantzick.  The  Drave, 
or  Draw,  fprings  from  the  Alps  in  the  Tyrolefe,  and,  di- 
viding Upper  and  Lower  Hungary  from  Sclavonia^  falls  in- 
to the  Danube  near  Effeck. 

The  Moraw  rifes  in  the  confines  of  Bohemia,  divides  Mo- 
ravia into  two  parts,  and  falls  into  the  Danube  not  far  from 
Vienna.   ^ 

The  Nab,  in  Nortgow,  hath  its  fource  near  that  of  the 
Main,  and  falls  into  the  Danube  a  little  above  Ratifbon. 

TheNeckar,  in  Suabia,  rifes  in  the  Black  Foreft,  not  far 
from  the  Danube,  but  takes  a  different  courfe,  and  falls  in^ 
to  the  Rhine. 

Regen  fprings  in  Nortgow,  on  the  borders  of  Bohemia, 
and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Danube  at  Ratifbon,  thence  called 
Regcnfturgh. 

The  Wefer,  anciently  Vifurgis,  defcends  from  Franconia, 
and,  paOing  by  Aremen,  falls  into  the  German  Ocean  be^* 
tween  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe  and  Ems.  The  former,  called 
by  the  Romans  Albus,  and  by  the  Germans  Elve,  Elbe,  and 
now  £lb,  is  very  large  and  confiderable,  and  hath  its  fpring- 
in  the  mountains  called  the  Giant  Mpuntains,  Montes  He-* 
roum*  in  Sileda,  on  the  confines  of  Bohemia,  and,  pafBng. 
through  it  and  Upper  and  Lower  Saxony,  falls  into..the  fea 
atRitzbuttel,  twenty  leagues  below  Hamburgh. 

The  Ems,  anciently  Amifia,  rifes  in  the  biflioprick  of  Pa- 
derborn,  and,  pafling  by  Embden,  the  metropolis  of  Eaft 
Frifeland,  and  through  the  bay  of  Dullert,  falls  into  the  fame 
ocean  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  the  Vifurgis,  or  Wefer. 

The  Luppia,  now  Lippe,  and  Ifala,  or  Yfel,  fall,  the  one 
into  the  Rhine,  below  Cologne,  and  divided  the  Brufteri  and 


z  See  Mafcov.  German*  8c  Lediard.  ibid.  Tub  iud* 
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Marfi  from  the  Ufipii ;  and  the  other  into  the  Fofla  Df u- 
fiana. 

The  Germans  did  not  begin  to  build  cities  of  any  conG- 
deration  till  after  the  arrival  and  fettlement  of  the  Romans, 
but  were  divided  into  cantons  and  diilri£ts>  like  the  GaulSf 
and  lived  in  villages.  Even  thofe  famous  large  cities  they 
now  pofTefs,  were  either  moft  of  them  built  by  the  Romans, 
or  enlarged,  beautified, and  enfranchifed  by  them.  Such  was  Coiegnt^ 
the  city  of  Cologne,  formerly  called  Colonia  Ubiorum,  their 
metropolis.  '  It  is  commodiouily  fituated  on  the  Rhine,  and 
in  the  circle  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  is  now  the  metropo- 
lis of  the  archbifhoprick  of  that  name,  an  imperial  city,  and 
a  celebrated  univerfity.     To  this  may  be  added, 

Colonia  Trajana,  another  ancient  Roman  colony,  below 
4he  former,  by  fome  thought  to  be  the  prcfent  Keyferfwaert. 
Colonia  Ulpia,  now  Cleves,  the  capital  of  Cleveland  in 
Lower  Germany,  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by  Julius 
Cxfar,  as  well  at  that  of  Bonne,  anciently  Bonna  Julia,  fi- 
tuate  above  Cologne,  and  on  the  fame  river.  This  laft  is 
how  the  refidence  of  the  eleftors  of  Cologne. 

Augfburgh,  i.  e.  Auguftus-burgh,  anciently  called  Augufta  Augfiurgk^ 
Vindelicorum,  now  the  capital  of  Swabia.  This  is  likewife 
an  imperial  city,  very  populous  and  commercial,  fituate  on 
the  Lech,  not  far  from  the  Danube,  and  famed,  among  other 
thirigs,  for  the  Auguftan  confefEon,  or  confefllon  of  Augf- 
burg,  which  is  that  of  the  Lutherans. 

Argentoratum,  now  Strafburgh  in  Alface,  the  ancient  Strajburgkt 
capital  of  the  Trebochi  on  the  Rhine,  is  efteemed  one  of 
the  moft  ancient  cities  in  Germany,  and  is  now  remarkable 
for  its  magnificent  cathedral,  and  the  fpire  and  curious 
clock  ;  but  above  all  for  a  well,  inclofed  in  that  church, 
which  was  originally  dedicated  to  fuperftitious  and  heathen- 
i(h  ufes. 

Triers,  another  ancient  city  of  Lower  Germany,  faid  to  Trlirs* 
have  been  built  by  Trebefas,  the  brother  of  Ninus,  1496 
years  before  Chrift,  and  made  a  Roman  colony  in  the  time 
of  Auguftus.  It  became  afterwards  the  largeft  city  of  Gal- 
lia Belgjca,  and  was,  for  fome  time,  the  feat  of  the  Wcf- 
tern  empire,  in  the  reign  of  Conftantius  *.  Here  Valen- 
tinian  triumphed,  in  a  magnificent  ifianner,  over  the  Ale- 
mani  *•.  Triers  had  been  formerly  the  feat  of  the  Gallic 
prefefts,  or  of  the  praefeftura  Galliarum,  and  obtained  the 
^ight  of  coinage  from  the  Romans ;  at  prefent  it  is  only  the 

«  Vide  Cod.  Theodof.  &  Epift.  ad  Pop.  Alex.  ap.  Socrat.  lib.  ti« 
cap.  a.  b  Aufon.  in  Laud.  Mofel.  v.  410*    Vide  Mafeov. 

fib.  vii.  cap.  ^» 

me- 
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metropolis  of  the  ecclefiaftic  eledlorate  of  that  name,  thoogli 
its  bilhops  were  formerly  ftyled  primates  of  Gaul,  on  ac« 
count  of  its  having  been  once  the  feat  of  the  prefers  ^. 

RatlJboH.         Ratifbon,  in  the  circle  of  Bayaria,  faid  to  have  been  firft 
built  by  TiberiuSf  where  the  diet  of  the  empire  is  held. 

Uiitt»,  Mentz,  the  refidence  of  one  of  the  ecclefiaftic  eledors^ 

in  the  lower  circle  of  the  Rhine,  and  fituate  on  the  bank& 
of  it,  Was  formerly  enlarged  and  fortified  by  Drufus,  with 
fevcral  others  on  that  river  5  fuch  as  Bonne,  Andernacb, 
and  many  others  on  the  fame  river,  as  well  as  upon  the 
Macfe,  Elbe,  and  Wefer. 

SECT.     II. 

Of  the  Religion,  Government j  Laws,  and  Policy  of  the^ 

ancient  Germans. 

npHE  Gauls  and  Germans,  being  nearly  allied  to  each 
^    other  originally,  received  their  religion/  laws,  and  cuf- 
toms,  from  the  fame  hand,  and  both  retained  them,  fome 
few  particulars  excepted,  during  a  long  feries  of  ages,  with 
^he  nli-     invincible  tenacioufnefs.     With  regard  to  their  ancient  re- 
gioHcfthi   jigiQn,  they  entirely  agreed  in  worfhipping  the  Supreme 
Germans      Deity,  uncfcr  the  name  of  Efus,  or  Hefus,  falfly  faid,  by 
almojitkt     Roman  authors,  to  have  been  Mars,  or  Mercury.     They 
J(ime  tvitk   worQiipped  him  under  the  emblem  of  an  oak,  confecrated 
r^lf^^^    that  tree  more  peculiarly  to  him,  and  had  a  great  veneration 
''         not  only  for  the  tree  itfeh\  but  for  its  leaves  and  fruit,  ef- 
Vtneraiku   pecially  the  mifleto,  which  they  call,  to  this  day,  by  the  old 
/^r''*'^       name  oi guthyl^  or  gutheyl^  that  is, good heaU  and afcribe ex- 
**^  ^*       jraordinary  virtues  to  it,  efpecially  in  epileptic  difeafes  **• 
Their  method  of  gathering  it  was  the  fame  which  was  ob- 
ferved  by  the  Gauls.     They  held,  like  them,  all  other  trees 
as  facred|  though  not  in  the  fame  degree  with  the  oak  ;  all 
woods,  forefts,  and  deferts,  as  well  as  groves,  lakes,  rivers, 
jand  fountains,  in  high  veneration.   The  druids  had.  the  en- 
tire care  and  direftion  in  all  religious,  and  the  greateft  au- 
thority in  civil  matters  ;  only  it  may  be  here  obfcrved,  that 
though  both  nations  held  fome  fort  of  women,  whom  they 
/pr  their      confidered  as  pcopheteil'es,  in  great  efteem,  yet  the  Germans 

pldpro-       exceeded  the  Gauls  in  this  kind  of  fuperftition,  and  (hewed 
phetejfis, 

c  Pagi  Annal.  ad  an.  332.  ap.  Mafcov.  lib.  vi>  cap.  31.  ^  Vide 
Plin.  Hift,  Nat.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  44.  Vide  Chiver.  Germ.  Keyzier. 
Ant.  Sept.  Diflert.  de  vifco,  paflT.    Colcbatcb  and  Douglas  on  th« 

•Minicto,  &al, 
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and  retained  a  much  greater  fondnefs  and  veneration  for 
their  pretended  oracles  (D).     In  other  things  they  were^  as 
far  as  can  be  collefted  from  Csefar  and  Tacitus,  fubjc^  to^ 
and  obliged  to  receive  their  direftions,  like  the  GauIs,  from 
that  grand  druid^  who  had  his  refidence  in  England,  or  Suhf£^t§ 
fome  one  of  the  Britiih  iiles.     If  there  was  any  difference  the  grand 
between  the  Gauls  and  Germans  in  point  of  religion,  it  con-  ^^i{ifl> 
fitted  only  in  this,  that  the  latter,  being  more  fierce  and  *"'*'^' 
untradiabie,  were  not  only  more  tenacious  of  their  fuper- 
ftitioos  rites*  but  likewife  more  cruel  and  inhuman  in  them. 
They  not  only  oiFered  the  fame  expiatory  human  W^tims,  Cruelty  to 
and  ufed  them  in  their  auguries,  but  treated  them  much  their  hu- 
more  cruelly  than* they,  and  made  them  undergo^many  hor-  ^^^  *^'^- 
rid  indignities  and  torments,  before  they  difpatiShed  them^  ^'^'* 
Other  viftims  they  likewife  offered  of  domeftic  animals,  Sacrifices 
and  of  thefe  the   horfe  was  reckoned  the  moft  accept,  ofbeafis* 
able.    The  flefli  was,  it  feems,  to  be  boiled,  ftcwed,  or 
drefied  in  fome  other  way,  in  the  heart  of  their  groves  ;  the 
fat  and  the  flefli  were  ferved  to  the  votaries,  by  way  of  feaft, 
and  the  blood  was  fprinkled  upon  the  altar,  trees,  and  by** 
(landers,  by  way  of  ablution ;  but  though  they  did  the  fame 
by  that  of  human  viftims,  it  doth  not  appear  that  they  eat 
the  flcih.     We  have  formerly  obferved,  likewife,  from  Cgc* 
far,  Tacitus,   Diodorus  Siculus,   Strabo,   Athenaeus,  and 
other  ancient  authors,  that  the  Germans  had  no  temples,  TheGer* 
but  performed  their  religious  rites  in  groves  erefted  for  that  ^^"/  ^^^ 
purpofe,  or  in  woods,  forefts,  and  defert  places.     Temple$  ^*^'^*'^ 
were  not  introduced  in  Germany  till  long  after  the  Gauls  ^^^'^^^ 


fesp 


(D)  The  Germans,  warlike, 
fierce,  and  active  as  they  were, 
atid  conflantly  employed  either 
m  war  or  hunting,  might  pro- 
bably have  committed  the  care 
of  their  fick  and  wounded  to 
theirwomen,  who,  having  more 
tim6  and  leifure  upon  their 
handf,  began  to  fludy  the  vir- 
tues of  herbs,  plants,  and  other 
medicinal  fubftances.  From 
this  (kill,  which  they  generally 
intermixed  with  that  of  ailro- 
logy,  they  might  in  time  pre- 
tend to  greater,  and  to  be  able 
to  pry  into  futurity.  The  old 
women  might  likewife  naturally 
give  into  dreams,  viflons,  and 


other  fuperftitious  obfervations, 
fuch  as  were  then  pradifed  by 
almofl  all  other  nations ;  as  the 
flight  of  birds,  the  running  of 
rivers,  and  the  colour  of  their 
waters ;  the  entrails  of  viAims, 
and  fuch  kinds  of  fortileges  j 
till  they  at  length  raifed  them- 
felves  to  fuch  credit  and  admi- 
ration, that,  if  Tacitus  may  be 
credited,  they  were  revered  as 
a  kind  of  goddefles;  and,  in 
particular,  of  the  celebrated 
Velleda,  of  whom  he  fpeaks  at 
of  a  perfou  deifled,  and  wor* 
(hipped  by  the  whole  German 
nation  (i)« 


(i)  Tacit*  Hilt,  lib.  ivt  cap.  (t*  5t  de  Mor.  Germ.  cap.  8. 
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had  ercStei  them;  and  it  is  plain,  that  after  the  former  had 
introduced  the  worihip  of  Jupiter,  Mars,  &c.  they  ftill  de- 
dicated oaks,  groves,  woods,  and  whole  forefts  to  thefc 
deities,  and  performed  their  fuperftitious  rites  in  them  3 
confiderable  time  before  they  could  be  brought  to  erecfc 
temples  (E). 

We  have  already  fpoken  of  thofe  inferior  divinities  intro- 
duced among  the  Gauls,  fuch  as  Jove  or  Jupiter,  Mars, 
Apollo,  Mercury,  Venus,  Diana,  &c.  The  fame  were- 
adopted  by  the  Germans,  though  fome  of  them  under  dif- 
ferent names  and  attributes.  Jupiter  was  worfhipped  under 
the  name  of  Thor,  Tharam,  or  Taran,  i.  e.  the  Tiuniierer. 
This  name  was  given  by  the  Gauls  to  MaJs  alfo,  on  account 
of  the  clattering  noife  attending  the  operations  of  war. 
The  Germans  beftowed  it  on  their  Odin,  or  Woden,  which 
was  the  fame  deity,  as  we  (hall  fee  under  the  next  article* 
The  name  of  Jupiter,  we  have  formerly  fbewn,  was  never 
adopted  by  the  Gauls,  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  been  fo 
by  the  Germans :  if  thcfe  had  any  other  names  for  him  than 
thofe  we  have  mentioned,  they  have  been  (ince  loft. 

Mars,  called  Odin,  Othin,  and  Woden,  has  fometime:s 
been  confounded  with  Mercury  by  the  Roman  authors,  and 
this  is  not  furprifing,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  their  language, 
and  could  have  little  information  from  them  concerning 
their  religion  or  politics  :  for  the  Germans,  as  well  as  the 
Gauls,  made  it  a  conftant  maxim  not  to  communicate  any 
particular  of  either  to  ftrangers  ;  and  hence  maybe  affigned 
the  reafon  why  fome  of  them  have  even  more  abfurdly 
imagined  this  Odin  to  have  been  the  fame  with  Hefus  or 
Efus  S  the  Supreme  Deity.  The  great  veneration  paid  to 
the  former,  their  calling  upon  him  at  the  beginning  of  i 

*  Lucan.  Pbarfah  lib.  i.    Laftant.  lib.  i.  cap.  it. 


(E)  This  is  evident,  from 
what  Tacitus  relates  of  the  god- 
defs  Hertha,  one  of  their  an- 
cient  deities,  whofe  idol  was 
preferved  in  a  wood,  or  grove, 
Caftum  Nemus,  upon  a  covered 
cart,  and  had  but  one  prieft  to 
minifter  to  her,  and  the  only 
one  who  dared  come  near  her, 
He  adds,  that  whenever  the 
deity  chofe  to  go  out  and  air 
herfelf,  or  to  take  a  view  of 
mankind,  that  priefl,  who  was 


her  only  confidant,  gave  notice 
to  the  whole  nation ;  upon 
which,  nothing  was  to  be  feen 
but  fearing  and  jollity  among 
them,  while  (he  was  carried 
about  in  her  covered  caf,  drawn 
by  two  heifers,  and  attended  by 
her  prieft.  His  chief  buiinefs 
was  to  obfervc  when  fhe^ap* 
peared  fatiated  with  rambling, 
and  to  convey  her  into  the  fa-* 
cred  grove  again  (2}. 


(«)  Arinal.  lib.  v*  cap.  9< 


fightj 
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ight|  and  devotingall  the  plunder,  and  even  lives  of  their  ene- 
mies, might  eafily  lead  thofe  authors  to  niiilake  him  for  the  fj^^  ^^. 
latter.  Mars,  when  his  worfhip  came  to  be  adopted,  was  al-  prefinttdn 
ways,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  ancient  monuments,  re- 
prefented  in  armpur,  though  anciently  under  the  type  of  a 
naked  fword  ;  whereas  Hefus  was  only  worfhipped  under 
the  reprefentation  of  an  oak,  or  even  the  bare  ftump  of  that 
tree.    Mars  was  worfliipped  not  only  as  the  god  of  war, 
but  ae  the  patron  and  guardian  of  thofe  who  were  ilain, 
whofe  fouls  the  furvivors  bequeathed  to  him  in  thefe  word$, 
"  Odin  receive  thee  ;  mayeft  thou  be  with  Odin  !  "   If  you  ne  dip- 
a(k  what  they  fuppofed  was  to  be  their  employment  in  that  penfer  of 
place  of  blifs  which  was  called  by  them  Valhalla,  and  o^i  future  hap^ 
which  Odinus  was  the  chief  difpofer  \  fome  of  their  an-  ^''*^* 
cient  poets  tell  you,  that  one  of  them  was  to  caroufe  with 
exquifite  beer  in  human  ikulls,  whilft  Odinus  alone  was  al- 
lowed to  drink  wine.     They  were  likewife  to  be  ferved'by 
elegant  virgins,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  furnifh  them  with 
a  conftant  fupply  of  whatever  could  make  them  happy  an4 
merry  ;  and  this  notion  of  a  Mohammed's  paradife  was  no 
fmall  incitement  to  warlike  a£lions,  fince  every  man^s  feli- 
city was  to  rife  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  enemies  he 
had  conquered  or  killed  ^  (F).    According  to  this  opinion, 

we 

f  Edda  Mythol.  34,  &  feq.    Carmen   in  Lodbrog.  Reg.  ex  vcrf.     - 
Barthol.  Vide  Mafcov.  &  Lediard.  Germ«  lib.  xiv.  cap.  3.  not.  1. 

(F)  The  famous  king  Led-    as.  tranflated  out  of  Edda  by 
brog  is  introduced  finging  his    Bartholine. 
own  requiem,  in  thefe  words, 

Pugnavimus  cniibuft 
Hoc  ridcre  me  facit  femper 
Quod  Balderi  (Odin)  patris  fcamna 
Parata  fcio  in  aula 
Bibimus  cerevifiam  brevi 
Ex  concavis  crateribus  craniorum 
Non  gemit  vir  fortis  contra  mortena 
Magnifici  in  Odini  domibus 
Non  venio  defperabundii 
Verbis  ad  Odini  aulam  (3). 

We  with  fwords  our  valour  prov*d. 
This  my  laughter  always  mov'd :     . 
When  with  Woden  I  (hall  be, 
Seats  (hall  be  prepai-M  for  me. 

(3)  Bdda  Mythol.  30,  U  feq.  Carni«  in  Reg.  Lodbrog*  fupra-  citat« 
ft  ftl.  ftroph.  »5. 
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we  nee  j  not  wonder  at  their  eonfecrating  fo  great  'd  fliari^ 
and  fi[>nietimes  att  the  plunder  of  their  eneniiea»  making 
him  heir.of  all  their  wealth,  keeper  of  all  tbeir  treafure, 
and  often  vowing  their  own  lives  to  him;  fince  they  ex^ 
pefled  to  be  fo  amply  rewarded  in  the  ne^t  lifi^,  and  with- 
iuch  a  kind  of  happinefs  as  beft  fuited  with  their  genius  *(G). 
How  much  of  this  k4nd  of  idolatry  they  may  hatre  had 
before  their  becoming  acqnafnted  With  the  Ro^nan9>  is^di^ 
ficult  to  prove ;  hot  after  that  time,  efpecially  whell'^  fhey 
were  fubdued  by  them,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  adopted 
many  of  their  other  deities^  'as  .well  as  a  grieat  huttiber  ttf 
their  ceremonies  and  fuperftitions.  However)  it  evidently 
appears  upon  the  whole,  that  their  ancient  theology  4i%red 
much  from  the  mythology  of  the  Romans  and  <54*e«ks-  The 
Germans,  even  according  ta  the  teftimony  of  Roman 
writers,  neither  prefumcd  to  confine  their  deities  \9Vhtix 
temples,  nor  to  reprefent  them  under  any  forms  ^  ;  nor  ad- 
mitted into  that  number  any  but  fuch  as  they  faw  and  re- 
ceived afiSfttnce  and  benefic  iFrom,  fuch  as  the  Sun,  Moon, 
and  Vulcan  *,  or  the  ^od  of  fire.  Their  veneration  for  their 
deified  heroes  and  heroines,  and  the  encomiums  *heyla- 
viflied  on  them  in  their  poetical  performances,  extended  no 
fartherthantotheir  virtMcs  and  heroic  exploits,  their  ftrength 
and  courage,  viclories  and  con^uefts  $  whereas  the  Greeks 

i  Vide  kiter  aU  Bartholin,  dis  CoiHempt.  Mort.  in  Dat>«  lib.  n. 
cap.  i%%        ^  Tacit,  ibid.  cap.  9,  8c  43.     ^  CaT.  Com.  lib.  vi.  cap*  %u 


There  our  ale  in  brimmers  flows. 
And  the  hollow  ikulls  of  foes 
For  our  pitchers  we  (hall  choofe. 
No  brave  man  e'er  ibrinks  at  death. 
When  I  once  refign  my  breath,, 
NjO  deTpalring  wordt-fliall  ihow,; 
That  relu(flantly  I  go 
To  great  Woden's  court  below* 
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(G)  Their  nryrthologiils  have 
fplit  this  Odin  into  two ;  the 
more  ancient  of  the  two  fome 
fuppofe  to  have  been  Mars, 
others  the  Sun-,  and  the  younger 
to  have  been  one  of  their  dei- 
fied heroes :  yet  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  one  may  find  a 
great  refemblance  between  the 
ancient  Germans,  Suevi,  .^flii, 
4^c.  and  other  mofi  diiiant  na« 


tions :  iuch,  for  indance, we maj^ 
reckon  the  worfhipof  the  god- 
defs  Hertha,  already  mentioned, 
which  agreed  with  that  which, 
the  Romans  and  others  paid  to 
,  the  earth,  under  the  name  of 
Magna  Deorum  Mater ;  or,  as 
Tacitus  fays  of- the  latter  (4), 
their  worihip  of  Fria  or  Friga 
under  that  denomination. 


(4)  Germ«  cap.  9,  &  45* 
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ifA  Romans  not  only  attributed  to  their  deities  all  theirowil 
imperfe^SHons,  but  even  fan£tified  their  mod  monfltoos  and 
Imnatural  vices  ^, 

The  Germans,  ds  well  as  Gauls,  were  early  taught,  by  Belie'ueda 
their  druids,  "as  fundamental  truths,  an  over-ruling  provi-  providena 
dcnce  and  the  immortality  of  the  foul.  The  misfortune  was,  ^'^^Z'^*'* 
that  thefe  two  noble  fprings  of  virtue  and  religion  did  not       * 
ran  long  uncbrrupted  ;  for  as  on  the  one  hand  a  too  eager 
defire  in  the  people  of  prying  into  futurity,  and  a  fatal  am- 
bition in  their  ^druids  and  diviners,  ofJ)eing  thought  more  buiginten 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  ways  of  that  providence,  in-  to  horrid 
troduced  an  infinite  variety  of  augurijcs  and  fuperftiiions ;  fiP^^P' 
and  fome  of  them  were  of  the  moft  inhuman  and  diabolical  ^*^"^* 
kind;  fo,  on  tht  other,  the  belief  of  a  future  life  and"  im- 
mortality proved  but  too  fatal  an  incentive  to  raflinefs,  ambi- 
tion, and  cruelty,  efpecialiy  after  they  Imbibed  that  poifon- 
ous  notion  hinted  a  little  higher,  that  the  furcft  way  to  hap*  - 
pinefs  wa$  to  die  in  the  field  of  battle  \  and  that  tneir  feli- 
city in  the  next  world  was  to  rife  according  to  the  number 
of  enemies  they  had  -dcftroyed  in  this:  an  opinion  which 
not  only  infpired  them  with  barbarous  courage  and  cruelty 
in  their  wars,  but  made  them   lefs   folicitous  to  enquire 
whether  the  motives  of  them  were  juft  or  unjuft. 

Next  in  authority  to  thefe  pretended  propheteffes  were  7^^/r 
the  druids,  or  rather  priefts.  Csefar  fays  indeed*,  that  they  pmfts* 
had  ti6  druids,  as  the  Celtes ;  but  Tacitus,  who  was.better 
acquainted  with  the  Germans,  fpeaks  frequently  of  their 
priefts,  whofe  office  and  authority,  according  to  him,  be- 
ing fimilar  to  that  of  the  Gaulifli  druids,  (hew  them  to 
have  been  the  fame  order  of  men,  though  they  did  not, 
perhaps,  bear  the  iamc  name.     For  thefe  priefts,  he  tells  Their 
us", 'were  not  only  admitted  to  their  public  councils,  but  ^^'>  ^^^flf 
accomp\flfiied  them  in  the  wars,  and  bore  great  authority  in 
both.     And  we  are  told,  that  they  were  the  only  perfons 
who  had  power  to  impofe  filence  in  thofe  meetings,  to  re- 
prove br  punifli  offenders ;  an  authority  which  exaftly  agrees 
with  what  Caefar  fays  of  the  Gaulifh  druids,'  whofe  office  it 
was  to  try»  condemn,  and  even  to  inflifl:  capital  puniftiment. 

As  for  theif  ancient  laws  and  government,  we  can  only  Their  laws 
fay,  that  they  difcover  thofe  evident  marks  by  which  men,  ondgo* 
by  degrees,  were  forced  to  form  themfelves  into  focieties  '^^^^"^^^ 
for  their  general  good  and  prefervation  5  to  have  magiift rates 
to  govern  and  proteft  them  in  times  of  peace,  and  generals 
to  command  and  bead  them  in  war.     Every  tribe  had  its 

fc  La6lant.  Minnt.  Fel.  Qlem.  Alex.  U  al.  )  Cxf.  Comm.  lib. 
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own  form  of  government,  independent  of  the  reft,  esci^f, 
perhaps,  that  they  had  fome  laws  in  common,  for  the  bet- 
ter union  and  prelervation  of  the  whole  body  againft  foreign 
enemies,  or  to  keep  up  a  kind  of  balance  amongft  them- 
felvcs,  that  one  nation  (hould  not  grow  too  powerful  for 
the  reft  :  in  other  refpefts  each  canton  held  their  national 
councils  at  leaft  once  a  year,  in  the  Tpring,  and  oftener  if 
need  required,  and  there  deliberated  about  peace  or  war, 
the  choice  of  magiftrates,  and  other  annual  officers,  both 
civil  and  military  -,  the  fending  out  of  colonies  or  auxiliaries, 
and  other  points,  according  to  their  prefent  exigence  ■• 
Thefe  affemblies  were  fo  exaftly  obferved,  that  we  are  told 
the  laft  comer  was  fare  to  lofe  his  life  ;  a  pradice  which 
they  adopted  from  the  cranes,  who  did  fo  by  thofe  which 
came  laft  to  rendezvous  upon  their  taking  their  flight  into 
other  countries  ^.  It  is  very  probable  alfo,  that  all  other 
matters  were  here  finally  determined  by  the  plurality  of 
votes,  rather  than  by  any  body  of  laws  they  can  be  fupppfed 
to  have  had  in  thofe  early  days. 

In  thofe  ftates  which  were  under  a  kingly  government, 
they  applied  to  the  prince  only  in  matters  of  fmaller  mo- 
ment ;  but  in  thofe  which  concerned  the  whole  nation,  to 
the  grand  council :  neither  did  they  allow  any  other  re- 
venues to  thofe  monarchs  but  a  part  of  the  fines,  and  fuch 
free-will  offerings  as  the  people  thought  fit  to  make  of  cat- 
tle, and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ;  fo  that  they  had  little  elfe 
to  fupport  their  grandeur,  except  their  hereditary  eftates  p. 
Their  expencc  was,  indeed,  inconfiderable,  becaufe  all  their 
fubj«6ls,  able  to  bear  arms,  were  obliged  to  follow  them 
into  the  field,  and  their  nobles  thought  it  an  honour  to 
make  part  of  their  retinue ;  upon  which  account  thefe  had 
the  free  ufc  of  the  prince's  table,  and  were  fometimes  pre- 
fented  with  a  horfc  or  fome  of  his  arms.  The.  fubjefts  were 
divided  into  feveral  ranks  or  clafles,  fuch  as  nobles,  free- 
^)orn,  freedmen,  and  bondfmen ;  in  each  of  which  clafTes 
thofe  were  ftill  moft  efteemed  who  had  fignalized  them- 
felves  by  their  courage,  condud,  or  any  worthy  exploit. 
Their  other  laws  were  rather  preferved  by  tradition  and 
cuftom,  than  kept  upon  record,  fince  we  have  often  ob- 
ferved they  made  it  a  conftant  maxim  not  ta  commit  any 
thing  to  writing  ;  but  that  they  had  fome  fuch  laws  is  ap- 
parent from  this,  that  they  ftill  retained  many,  even  after 
thofe  of  the  Romans  had  been  introduced  among  them. 
They  had  likewife  judges  of  their  own,  and  their  office  was 


n  Voflf.  de  Idololatr.  lib.  iii«  cap.  is. 
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neld  iii  Ivch  efteeirii  that  men  of  the  higheft  rank  were  Ju^it. 
j$romoted  to  it,  a^  well  as  thofe  of  the  greateft  probity, 
years,  aiid  difcretidn ;  eveh  their  prince^  fometimes  took  it 
lipon  them  ;  and  every  judge  had  a  liumber  of  afieflbrsi 
with  whom  he  might  cohfult  upon  bccafion  ^. 

Tfiefe  general  afiemblies  were  held  in  the  dperi  couhtry  i  Their  JfaH 
for  the  Germans  defpifcd  cities  and  fortrelTes,  as  motiu^  ^  ^^''r 
ihents  of  ferVitUde  tatber  than  as  places  of  defence '  j  and  ^'^^  *J-\ 
were  fome  of  the  lateft  of  the  Eurbpeans  that  either  biiilt  n^rfvr* 
any  for  themfelves,  or  would  take  refug^  in  them  :  when-  trtjes\ 
ever  they  gave  battle  they  chofe  to  fight  in  the  open  field, 
and  when  worfted  to  retire  into  woods,  marfhes,  and  inac- 
cefEble  places,  where  they  could  get  provifion  for  their  cat- 
tle, and  keep  their  purfuers  at  a  diftance,  rather  than  to- 
fhelter  themfelves  in  towns  and  fortified  places,  where  they 
feight  be  caught  as  in  a  trap.     It  was  a  common  faying 
among  them,  that  even  wild  beads  would  lofe  all  theit 
ftrength  and  courage  if  confined*.     We  are  told,  that  this 
caftom  fubfifted  in  Gaul  till  the  eighth  century,  and  much 
tenger  in  Germany  ^     The  whole  nation  being  naturally  of 
a  warlike  genius,  and  efteeming  cowardice  as  the  greateft  butdfift- 
reproach  arid  difgrace  that  could  be  thrown  upon  them,  all  guii»r  eon* 
fortified  places  were  confidered  by  them  as  fo  many  fhame-  ^f^P^fi^ 
ful  places  of  refuge  for  the  weak  and  pufillanimous  }  and      ** 
they  confequently  defpifed  them,  as  unworthy  a  brave  peo^ 
pie,  who  always  fcorned  to  take  advantage  of  their  enemy, 
whether  in  weapons,  entrenchments,  difcipline^  and  ftra-« 
tagems. 

No  nation  could  take  more  care  than  they  did  to  Inure  Touth,  ko^ 
their  yoiith  to  hardfhips,  to  infpire  them  with  a  contempt  educated. 
of  danger,  and  even  oJF  death,  and  to  train  them  up  to  mar- 
tial deeds.    This  was  their  chief  and  fureft  road  to  wealthi 
honour,  and  preferment,  and,  as  their  priefts  taught  them, 
even  to  the  greateft  happinefs  in  a  future  life  **.    It  was  (ot  Armies  io* 
this  that  the  ambitious  negle£led  agriculture;  and  defpifed  Jily  raifed 
all  mercantile  and  mechanic  employments,  how  neceflary  ^«^  ^/' 
and  advantageous  foever,  and  obliged  all  who  were  able  to  ^^* 
bear  arms  to  go  into  the  field.     Hence  it  was  that  they  - 
could  always  raife,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  fuch  powerful  and 
numerous  armies  either  to  repulfe  an  enemy,  or  to  aflift 
their  friends  and  allies  ^ ;  for  whenever  they  were  difen- 
gaged  from  war,  the  ableft  foldiers  were  fent  into  foreign 
fervice^  not  fingly,  or  according  to  their  own  optionj  but  in 

4  See  Mafcov.  German,  lib.  ii.  cap.  38.  r  Tacit.  Ann.  lib.  ir. 

clip.  64.  •  Caef.  Coram,  lib.  iii.  cap.  19.  lib.  iv*  clip.  19,  &  19. 
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confiderable  bodies,   and  under  the  command  of  fucli  o{^ 
ficers  as  were  appointed  by  the  ftate }  by  which  means,  the 
whole  nation  not  only  (hared  in  the  honour  of  their  ex- 
ploits, but  ^  was  likewife  furniibed  with  more  experienced 
generals.     Another  advantage  was  reaped  from  it,  namely^, 
that|  when  any  canton  or  ftate  became  too  populous^  they 
drew  OQt  fuch  numbers  as  could  be  fpared,  to  go  and  feek 
new  habitations  ;  and  thefe,  by  being  trained  to  war,  could 
the  better  fight  their  way  through,  and  maintain  themfelvea 
in  thofe  countries  where  they  fixed  their  habitation  '• 
Their  ea»         They  had  but  little  cavalry,  in  proportion  to  their  foot^ 
Wr;,  and  j^  ^faich  they  placed  the  chief  of  their  ftrength  5  but  what 
^  *  they  had  of  the  former  was  extremely  well  difciplined, 

though  their  horfes  were  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Romans* 
in  fize,  fwiftnefs,  and  dexterity,  as  well  as  in  thofe  evolu- 
tions which  were  fo  dexteroufly  ufed  by  the  latter  y.  As 
for  faddles  and  ftirrups,  they  were  quite  negleSed,  by  both 
Qauls  and  Germans,  who  were  accuftomed  to  mount  and 
difmount  by  their  own  agility^  and  could,  whenever  oqq^-. 
fion  required,  fight  as  well  on  fopt  as  on  horfeback.  Like 
the  Gauls  and  Britons,  they  fought  in  feparate  cantons  or 
tribes;  that  individuals  might  exert  thefelves  the  more 
manfully  in  defence  of  their  relations,  neighbou]:s,  and 
friends,  and  for  the  honour  of  their  refpecSive  communities. 
We  are  told,  indeed,  that  fome  of  them,  efpecially  the  Cim* 
bri,  formed  their  whole  infantry  into  one  fquare  battalion^ 
and  placed  their  wives,  children,  and  baggage, .  behind  a 
fence  made  of  their  waggons:  as  foon  as* every  thing  wa» 
ready  for  the  attack,  the  fignal  was  given,  and  anfwered  by 
a  univerfal  (bout,  which  was  redoubled  in  a  moft  dreadful 
manner,  till  they  came  to  clofe  engagement.  They  prac- 
tifed  no  art  or  ftratagems  in  fighting,  but  placed  their  whole 
confidence  in  a  joint  and  furious  onfet  on  the  enemy,  and 
continuing  it  with  a  defpcrate  intrepidity,  till  they  had 
either  won  or  loft  the  day  j  by^  which  means,  if  they  once; 
met  with  a  fevere  repulfe,  or  were  put  into  diforder,  they, 
feldom  rallied  again,  but  becaipe  flupefied  and  defperate, 
and  either  fought  till  they  died,  or  elfe  betook  themfelves 
to  flight  * ;  for  it  was  reckoned  inglorious  to  yield  them-* 
felves  prifoners. 
ViaponSi  Their  weapons  were  muph  inferior  to  thofe  of  tl>e  Romans  y 
the  cavalry  ufed  (hields  and  fpears  in  common  with  thq 
foot,  but  the  latter  had,  befides  their  darts,  bows  and  fliagSt 
and  feldom  had  recourfe  to  their  pikes  and  fwords.  Helmets, 

X  Tacit.  Ano.  lib.  iv.  cap,  ja.  Y  Tacit.  Germ.  cap.  64  - 
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armour,  ''and  coats  of  mail,  \^ere  generally  defpifed  j  fonijC 
of  them  even  afFefted  to  fight  naked :  fo  that  if  any  armour 
was  worn  among  them,  it  was  rather  for  diftinftion  than 
defence :  upon  which  account,  they  adorned  them  with  the 
horns  and  heads  of  fome  wild  beafts.     Hence  thofe  fright-  And  method 
ful  figures  which  Plutarch  obfcrved  among  the  Cimbrian  ofnfiitg 
cavalry,  fome  of  which  arc  ftill  to  be  feen  upon  the  feals  ^^^'•^ 
and  arms  of  thofe  ancient  times.     Their  fhields,  which  they 
diftinguiflied  only  by  different  colours,  or  fome  particular 
emblem,  were  reckoned  fo  facred,  that  they  lamented  it  as 
the  greateft  difgrace  to  lofe  them  in  fight ;  becaufe  none 
durft  appear  either  at  their  religious  ceremonies,  public 
alTemblies,  or  cren  funerals,  without  them.  Their  arms  were  Exceffivt 
efteemed  their  favourite  furniture,  iand  chiefeft  ornajnent  \  fondnefsfor 
they  never  appeared  in  public  without  them,  and  nothing  a^'J^^*^'' 
was  fo  earneftly  wifhed  for  by  their  youth^  as  the  day  in  '      * 

which  they  became  .qualified  to  bear  them  *,  The  fword 
"was  fo  facred,  that  no  oaths  were  reckoned  more  binding 
than  thofe  they  took  upon  a  naked  blade  ^ ;  neither  did 
they  appear  in  public,  or  aflift  in  any  folcmn  rite,  without 
their  fword,  fhield,  and  fpear  *=.  We  are  even  told,  that 
they  wore  them  at  their  familiar  vifits,  banquets,  and  reli- 
gious dances.  When  a  German  fat  down,  he  had  his 
fword  by  his  fide,  and  a  fervant  behind^  to  hold  his  ihield 
and  fpear ;  and  when  he  rofe,  he  took  them  up  again  ^ :  in 
a  word,  he  looked  upon  himfelf  as  wedded  to  his  arms; 
and  when  he  had  M'orn  them  from  his  youth  to  extreme  old 
age,  he  commonly  caufed  them  to  be  burnt  or  buried  with 
him,  when  he  died. 

Tb^y  were  likewife  greatly  inferior  to  the  Greeks  and  Slegis  ear* 
Pgaft^iis   in  carrying  on   fieges,  being  ftrangers  to  thofe  riedon 
arts  and  inftriiments  which  were  ufed  by  the  latter,  fuch  as  '"'''^^I' 
towers  and  circumvallations,  battering-rams,  mining,  and       ' 
countermining  j  placing  their  confidence  in  their  miflile 
weapons,  as  darts  and   ftones,  and  their  vigorous  afl[aults 
and  fcalings ;  or,  when  befieged,  in  a  refolute  and  intrepid 
refiftance.     If  thefe  failed,  as  they  too  often  did,  efpecially 
when  they  were  engaged  againft  the  well-difciplined  Ro- 
mans, they  fell  immediately  into  confufion,  and  became  aa 
eafy  prey. 

The  Germans  in  general,  however,  obfcrved  a  ftrifl:  difci-  Punifit* 
pline  with  their  folxiiery ;  and  cowardice  and  negleft  of  «/«//• 
duty  were  fevercly  purjiifiied  among  them  :  they  were  not, 

»  Tacit,  ubi  fnpra,  c^ip.  13.  b  Am.  Marcel,  lib-  xvii.  cap.  i». 
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Indeed,  fo  exa£^  in  other  cafes,  but  adapted  their  punifh^ 
ipents  to  the  different  purpofes  of  the  commonweatth  \ 
were  fevere  againft  fome   offences,  and*  remifs  toward^ 
fHurdernot  others  j  infomuch  that  even  mufder  was  not  eftecmed  ca- 
eapital.       pj^j  aipongtt  thpm  S  but  was  puniihed  by  a  fine,  of  great 
or  fmail  cattle,  as  was  deeined  a  fufficient  compenfation  to 
^ta^idb     ^^^  family  for  their  lofs.   In  difputes  and  accufations,  when? 
thi/wwd.   f^^*"  ^^  ^^^^  appeared  doubtful  or  intricate,  they  had  two 
expeditious  ways  of  deciding  the  matter  \  the  one  by  their 
pretended  dlyine  auguries,  and  the  other  by  (ingle  combat  \ 
tor  in  either  of  thefe  they  efteemed  Providence  as  the  chief 
direftor,  and  therefore  fubmitted  to  its  unerring  judgment. 
When,*  therefore,. Varus  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  Ro- 
man laws  among  them,   we  are  told,  that  they  refufed 
them  5  alleging,  that  it  was  their  way  to  decide  all  contro-p- 
verfies  by  the  fword '. 
Z^mciu  They  were  altogether  ftrangcrs  to  fciences,  if  we  except 

thofe  who  lived  by  the  fea-coafts,  and  h^d  made  fojne  con- 
aerabie  proerefs  not  only  in  navigation,  and  t>uilding  of  Oiips, 
but  probably  alfo  in  foririe  branches  of  aftrpnoiny,  as  well 
by  obfervation  as  by  their  intercpurfe  with  other  more  polity 
nations :  the  reft  Were  all  riide  and  ignorant,  and  it  i^  eveq 
^f '^i'*  doubted  whether  they  knew  the  ^fe  of  letters.  Their  greateft 
f  JM  fl^m  in  phyfic  confifted  in  the  knowlege  and  application  oJF 

certain  plants  and  roots  difcoveredby  obfiprvatipn  and  expcr 
rience,  in  which  'thefe  pretenders  iiitcrmi^ed  a  deal  of  fu- 
pefftitious  trafh  ;  fuch  as  the  time  of  the  moon  ifor  gather- 
ing and  applying  them,  charms,  arid  other  occult  cjuackeries^ 
which  ferved  only  to  excite  the  admiration  pf  the  vulgar, 
Mujie  and  Mufic  and  poetry  were  much  cultivated  among  them, 
/^^'9''  though*  one  would  be  apt  to  judge  their  tongue  too  harib 
and  inharmonious  for  the  expreffion  of  either.  But,  befide^ 
that  foreign  languages  appear  rnore  fo  to  us  than  to  the  na^ 
itives,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofc,  that  both  their  mufic  and 
poetry  being  adapted  to  the  genius  of  the  German  nation 
and  tongue,  their  harflinefs  might  be  confidered  rather  as 
ia  majeftip  beauty  thaii  a  defeft :  however  that  be,  they 
had  a  fet  of  men  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  couch  the  heroip 
deeds  of  their  warriors  in  lyric  verfe,  and  to  fing  them  to 
the  people,  upon  proper  occafions. '  And  as  martial  deeds 
were  the  common  topic  of  thefe  poems,  and  one  part  of 
the  inftrumental  mufic,  which  accompanied  it,  was  th^ 
clattering  their  fwords  againft  their  ihields,  it  is  i^p  wonder 
Juliari  the  Apoftate,  whofe  ears  were  accuftomed  to  more 

c  Tacit.  German,  cap.  i%,  ^21,  f  YcL  Faterc  lib.  ij. 

cap.  ig?.  '  ■      ^     •  ' 

gentle 
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gentle  and  harmonious  flrains,  gives  fuch  a  frightful  account 
both  of  the  German  tongue,  mufic,  and  poetry  8. 

Their  fports,  games,  and  exercifes,  were  likewife  of  the  Games  094 
mafculine  kind,  and  fie  to  inure  them  to  the  operations  of  txtrcifis* 
'mrar.     The  youth  performed  them  naked,  and  with  incre«- 
dible  agility,  fuch  as  running,  (hooting,  fwimming,  and 
leaping.     Some  equeftrian  exercifes  were  much  in  fafliion 
with  them,  as  they  were  extraordinary  horfemen.    They 
were  likewife  fond  of  gaming  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  when 
they  had  loft  all  they  were  worth,  they  would  venture  even 
their  liberty  upon  one  caft  more  of  the  dice  *.     Manufac-  TradeSf 
tures  were  not  introduced  very  early  among  them,  that  of 
linen  excepted,  which  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  firft,  if  not 
the  only  one  they  cultivated,  for  a  confiderable  time,  as  it 
was  the  favourate  drefs  of  their  women,  priefts,  and  men  Drtfs» 
of  quality  ^     Their  original  drefs,  when  they  came  firft  t6 
clothe  themfelvcs,  were  the  (kins  of  beafts.     The  Germans 
and  Britons  feem  to  have  been  fome  of  the  laft  who  ex* 
changed  them  for  cloaths  made  of  flax  and  wool:  thefe 
they  did  not  wear  long,  and  full,  as  the  Sarmatians,  but 
fhoft  and  ftrait,  in  order  to  difplay  every  limb  of  the  body  K 
As  they  became  more  acquainted  with  the  Romans,  they 
not  only  improved  in  their  drefs,  and  the  manner  of  weav- 
ing, flowering,  and  embroidering  thofe  ftufi^  of  which  they 
were  made,  but  adopted  a  great  number  of  manufa&ures, 
in  which  they  have  fince  excelled  other  nations.     They  did 
not  foon  acquire  the  liberal  arts,  or  even  that  of  writing  :  Writing. 
we  are  told,  that  Chailes  the  Great  caufed  fome  of  their 
old  barbarous  poems,  which  they  till  then  only  fung  from 
memory,  and  contained  the  a£):ions  of  their  ancient  kings  and 
heroes,  to  be  committed  to  writing  for  their  ufe,  and  to  en- 
courage them  to  learn  to  read  *.    The  Saxons  had  fuch  a 
contempt  for  letters,  that  they  rcfufed  to  learn  to  read  the 
gofpek  till  they  were  put  into  verfe,  and  fet  to  fuch  tunes 
as  they  could  eaCly  fing  •**.    Even  their  laws  were  not,  it 
feems,  reduced  to  writing  till  about  the  12th  or  13th  cen- 
tury" :  a  circumftance  which  plainly  fhews  that  their  runae, 
or  letters,  which  were  ufed  by  the  Franks,  and  appear  from 
fome  infcriptions  to  have  been  an  aukward  charafter,  partly 
Roman  and  partly  Greek,  are  not  of  fo  ancient  a  date  as 
fome  moderns  have  imagined,  fince  Venantius^  who  lived 

• 
s  Mifopog:.  p.  336,  Sc  Teq.  ^  Tacit,  ubi  fupra,  cap.  14.  'Piin, 
Nat.  Hilt  bb  xxix.  cap.  1.  ^  Tacit,  ubi  fupra,  cap.  17.  '  Egin- 
hard  in  Vit.  Carpi.  Mag.  cap.  ag.  m  Vide  Du  Chefne  Rer.  Franc, 
ton.  ii.  p.  326.  n  See  Schottpt  de  Antiq.  Germ,  Jur.  p.  254.  PieU 
)outi£f.  Hift,  Celt,  lib,  ii.  cap.  |0« 
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in  the  (Txth  century,  is  the  firft  author  who  has  made  ^f 

mention  of  them. 
Citiius  and  Before  we  conclude  this  fefllon,  it  will  not  be  improper 
ef^rafitr^  to  fay  fomething  concerning  the  chara£ler  and  genius  of  the 
ancient  Germans,  which  was  pretty  near  the  fame  through- 
out that  large  country.  They  arc  generally  defcribed  to  us 
by  Greek  and  Roman  authors  as  refembling  one  another, 
and  di&ring  from  other  nations  in  the  largenefs  of  their 
ilature,  ruddy  complexion,  blue  eyes,  and  yellow  and  bufhy 
bair,  haughty  and  threatening  looks,  ftrong  conftitutions, 
proof  again (t  hunger,  cold,  and  all  kinds  of  hardfliip  ^. 
Valour  an(l  Their  native  difpofition  difplayed  itfelf  chiefly  in  their 
fdelitj,  martial  genius,  and  in  their  fingular  fidelity.  The  forme? 
they  cariied  to  fuch  excefs,  as  came  little  fhort  of  down<* 
right  ferocity;  but  as  to  the  latter  they  not  only  valued 
themfelves  highly  upon  it,  but  were  greatly  efteemed  for^it 
by  other  nations;  infomuch  that  Auguftus,  and  fcveral  of 
bis  fucceflbrs,  committed  the  guard  of  their  perfpns  to  them^ 
and  almoit  all  other  nations  either  courted  their  friend(hip 
and  alliance,  or  hired  tbemfelves  as  auxiliaries :  though  it 
muft  be  confeffed,  at  the  fame  time,  that  their  extreme  lov^ 
of  liberty,  and  their  hatred  of  tyranny  and  oppreiEon,  often 
hurried  them '  to  treachery  and  murder,  efpecially  when 
^hcy  thought  them fe Ives  ill  treated  by  thofe  who  hired  them  5 
for  in  all  fuch  cafes  they  were  eafily  incenfed,  and  ex-., 
tremely  vindi<3:ive.  In  other  cafes,  Tacitus  fays,  they  were 
noble,  magnanimous,  and  beneficent,  without  ambition  to 
aggrandize  their  dominions,  or  invading  thofe  from  whom 
they  received  no  injury ;  rather  choofing  to  employ  their 
ftrength  and  valour  defenfively,  than  offenfivelyj  to  pre-? 
fcrve  their  owa,  than  to  ravage  their  neighbours  p. 
Itkeir  Their  friendlhip  and  intercourfe  was  rather  a  compound 

friendjbip  ^f  honeft  bluntnefs  and  hofpitality,  than  of  wit,  humour, 
/  r  'Aon>t'  o*"  g^lUntry.  All  ftrangers  were  fure  to  meet  with  a  kind 
talUy/  reception. from  them,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  ability;  even 
thofje  who  were  not  in  a  capacity  to  entertain  them,  made 
it  a  point  of  duty  to  introduce  them  to  thofe  who  could  ; 
and  nothing  was  looked  upon  as  more  fcandalous  and  deteft- 
able  than  a  want  of  hofpitality.  They  do  not  feem,  indeed^i 
to  have  had  a  taile  for  grand  and  elegant  entertainments  ; 
they  aiFeded  in  every  thing,  in  their  houfes,  furniture,  ana 
diet,  rather  plainnefg  and  fimplicity,  than  fumptuoufnefs 
and  luxury.     If  they  learned  of  the  Romans  and  Gaul^ 

*  * 

«  Tacit.  Germ.  cap.  4,  &  30.  Horat.  cpod.  xvi.  vcr.  7.  Juv.  Sat^ 
:ici'u-  Aufon.  Idyl*  yii*  Comment,  lib.  i.  cap.  39.  ApgJ.  lib.  viii* 
cap.  9.  ^  al«  ?  T^cit.  Germ.  cap.  3^. 
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ibe  «fe  Df  moixey,  it  was  rather  becaufe  they  found  It  mofe  lemm  th 
convenient  than  their  ancient  way  of  bartering  one  com*  uftof  mo^. 
modity  for  another ;  and  then  they  preferred  thofe  ancient  ^O' /'*<'« 
coins  which  had  been  ftaroped  during  the  times  of  the  com*  '^'^^^^^^^^ 
monwealth,  efpecially  fuch  as  were  either  milled  or  cut  in 
the  rims,  becaufe  they  could  not  be  fo  eafiiy  cheated  in 
them  aS'  in  fome  others^  which  were  frequently  nothing 
but  copper,  or  iron,  plated  over  with  filver.     This  laft  me-* 
|al  they  likewife  preferred  before  gold,  not  becaufe  it  made 
a  greater  fliew,  but  becaufe  it  was  more  convenient  for.  , 
buying  arid  felling :  and  as  ihey  became,  in  time,  more 
dreaded  by,  or  more  ufcful  to  the  Romans,  fo  they  learned 
how  to  draw  enough  from  them   to  fupply  their  whole 
country,  befides  what  flowed  in  from  other  nations. 

As  they  defpifed  fuperfluities  in  other  cafes,  fo  they  did  Marriagts* 
alfo  in  the  connubial  way  :  every  man  was  contented  with 
one  wife,  except  fome  few  of  their  nobles,  who  allowed 
tbemfelves  a  plurality,  more  for  oitentation  than  pleafure, 
and  both  were  fo  faithful  to  each  other,  and  chafte,  true, 
and  difintcrefted  in  their  conjugal  afFeftions,  that  Tacittta 
prefers  their  manners,  in  this  rcfpeft,  to  thofe  of  the  Romans* 
The  men  fought  not  dowries  from  their  wives,  but  beftowed  i 

gifts  upon  them.    Their  youth,  \n  thofe  cold  climates,  did 
not  begin  fo  foon  to  feel  the  warmth  of  love  as  they  dcTin 

.  hotter  countries  ;  it  was  a  common  rule  with  them,  not  to 
marry  young ;  and  thofe  were  moft  efteemed  who  conti- 
nued longeft  in  celibacy ;  becaufe  they  looked  upon  it  as  an 
efFedual  means  to  make  them  grow  tall  and  ftrong  :  and  to 
marry,  or  confummate  before  they  were  fuil  twenty  years 
old,  wa&  accounted  fhameful  wantonnefs  *i  (H).  The  women  <j'ki  noivn 
ihared  with  their  hufbands  not  only  the  care  of  their  {z-.  officious  dun 

*  mily,  and  the  education  of  their  children,  but  even  the  O'J?'^'"' 
hardfliips  of  war.  They  attended  them  in  the  field,  dreffed  '^^M''^* 
their  wounds,  encouraged  them  to  fight  manfully  againfl: 
their  enemies;  and  fometimes  have,  by  their  courage  and 
bravery,  recovered  a  victory,  when  it  was  upon  the  point 
of  being  fnatched  from  them.  In  a  word,  they  confidered 
fuch  conftant  attendance  on  them  not  as  a  fervitude,  like 
the  Roman  dames,  but  as  a  duty  and  an  honour  :  but  wha^ 
appears  to  have  been  ftill  a  harder  fate  upon  the  ancient 
German  women  was,  that  their  great  Odinus  excluded  all 

q  C£r4r.  Comment  Jib.  vi.  cap.  af. 

(H)    With   all  this  tempe-     moft  brutal  and  inceftuous  in- 
rance,  they  are  accufed  of  bav-    tercourfe  with  their  women. 
JDgpradtifed  proiilifcuoully  the 

thofe 
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Agreai   ,   ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  valhalla,  or  paradifc,  who  did  not,  by  foncie 
»ar0ip  '   violent  death,  follow  their  deceafed  hufbands.     Notwith- 
impoftd       ftanding  their  having  been  in  fuch  high  repute  for  their 
S^ni^'*    wifdom,  and  fuppofed  fpirit  of  prophecy,  and  their  conti- 
bj  OatMus,   nuing  faithful  and  tender  helpmates  to  their  hufbands,  yet 
they  funk  in  time  fo  low  in  their  efteem,  that  according  to 
the  old  Saxon  law,  he  that  hurt  or  killed  a  woman,  was  to 
pay  but  half  the  fine  that  he  incurred  for  hurting  or  killing 
a  man  ^ 
tknrfy'         There  is  fcarcely  any  one  circumftance  in  which  the  Ger- 
mirals.        mans,  though  fo  nearly  allied  in  moft  of  their  other  cuf- 
toms  to  the  Gauls,  were  yet  more  oppofite  to  them  than  in 
their  funerals.      Thefe  laft  performed  the  obfequies  with 
pomp  and  profufion :  whereas  the  Germans  did  the  laft 
offices  to  their  dead  with  the  fame  plainnefs  and  fimplicity 
which  they  obferved  in  all  other  things  ;  the  only  grandeur 
they  affefted  in  them  was,  to  burn  the  bodies  of  their  great 
,  men  with  fome  peculiar  kinds  of  wood  \  but  then  the  fu- 
neral pile  was  neither  adorned  with  the  cloaths  and  other 
ftSrniture  of  the  deceafed,  nor  perfumed  with  fragrant  herbs 
V^lurnhh      ^"^  gums  :  each  man's  armour  was  flung  into  it,  and  fome-* 
$kimgi flung  times  his  riding-horfe  *.     The  Danes,  indeed,  flung  into 
iutothiju'  the  funeral-pile  of  a  piincc,  gold,  filver,  and  other  precious 
mralpili,    things  ;  while  the  chief  mourners,  who  walked  in  a  gloomy 
manner  round  the  fire,  exhorted  the  by-ftanders!  to  make 
Jiheral  offerings  in  honour  of  the  deceafed  ^     They  after- 
wards depofited  their  afhes  in  urns,  like  the  Gauls,  Ro- 
mans, and  other  nations.     One  thing  we  may  remark,  iti 
general,  that  whatever  facrifices  they  offered  for.  their  dead, 
whatever  prefents  they  made  to  them  at  their' funerals,  and 
whatever  other  fuperllitious  rites  they  might  perform  on 
fuch  occafions,  they  were  all  the  confcquences  of  an  eftar 
blifhed  belief,  that  the  foul  was  immortal  °  (I). 

Wc 

'  Spccul.  Sax.  lib.  i.  cap.  A5.  »  Vide  Keyzler.  de  Multer. 

Fatidic.  cap.  1.  t  Saxo-Gram.  lib.  viii.     Kcyzl.  Antiq.  Septr. 

p.  115  u  Vide  Diod.  Sic.  Hilt.  lib.  v.     Amm«  Marcel,  lib.  xy* 

Casf.  Comm.  lib.  vi.  cap.  14.    Strab.  Mel.  &  al. 

(I)  In  general,  they  feem  to  crepufcule  of  the  gods,  or  he-» 

have  had  a  twotold  notion  of  roes  j  by  which  they  meant  the 

this  fut^ure  flate,  the  one  to  pre-  confummation  of  all  things  by 

cede,   and  the  other  to  come  a  general  conflagration  ( i ) .    So 

after,  what  they  called,  in  their  that,  according  to  them,  there 

language,  ragna  rockur,  or  the  was  to  be  a  future  life  of  blifs 

(i)  Eddae  Mythol.  30,  &48,  Eivind.  Scaldafpiler*  &  al.  ap.  Kcyzl* 
u'»i  lupra,  p,  119,  &  lieq. 

and 
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We  (hall  clofe  this  feftion  with  obferving,  that  the  no*  UnnaturM 
tion  of  future  happincfs  obtained  bjr  martial  exploits,  elpe-  cuftms 
(piajily  by  dying  fword  in  hand,  made  them  lament  the  me  A«»»^     , 
of  thofe  who  lived  to  an  old  age,  as  difconourable  here,  and  -^^^  ^^ 
hopelefs  hereafter ;  upon  which  account  they  had  a  barba-  **  ^*** 
rous  cullom  of  fending  them  into  the  other  world.    This 
cuftom  laftcd  for  fevcral  ages  after  their  receiving  Chriftia* 
nity,  efpecially  among  the  Bruffians  and  Venedi;  the  for-  andcontU 
mcr  of  whom,  it  feems,  difpatched  by  a  fudden  death,  not  nuedHU 
only  their  children,  the  Cck,  and  fervants,  but  feven  their  tf^^W^ 
parents,  and  fometimes  themfelves  ^ :  and  among  the  latter  ^'"'•O^- 
we  have  inftances  of  this  horrid  parricide  pra£lifed  even  in 
the  beginning  of  the   14th  century  ^      All  that  need  be 
added  is,  that  if  thofe  perfons  thus  fuppofed  to  have  lived         •    ' 
long  enough,) either  defired  to  be  put  to  death,  or  atleafk 
feemed  chearfully  to  fubmit  to  what  they  knew  they  could . 

^  See  ChriRoph.  Hartknocb.  Antiq.  P/uff.  diflTert.  niii/  «  Ma- 
rcfcale  Annah  Herwl.  &  Vandal,  lib.  ii.  cap.  S.  Krantz.  VandaU 
lib.  vii.    Keyzler.  ubi  fupra,  p.  147,  &  feq* 

^d  mifery,  till  the  defbu^Hon  neral  deflru6^ion  is  to  be  pre* 

of  the  world ;     and  another,  ceded  by  the  moll  fevere  fca- 

which  was  to  follow  it  prefently  fons,   bloody  wars,   and  enor* 

after,    when   a  new  fun,   new  mous  crimes,  after  which  two 

heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  were  monftrous  wolves  are  to  l^e  let 

to  be  created,  and  in  them  a  loofe,  who  (hall   devour  fun, 

place  of  endlefs  happinefs  for  moon,  and  ftars  :  that  thft  rain«- 

the  good,  and  another  of  endlefs  bow,  by  which  the  fouls  of  the; 

mifery  for  the  wicked.  good  went  up  to  heaven,  will 

The  old  earth  being  dellroy-  be  broken  down<  that  fome.of 

ed,  they  believed  a  new  one  is  the  afse,  or  deified  heroes,  ihall 

to  dart  up  out  of  the  fea,  which  begin  an  unfuccefsful  war,  and 

will  produce ^11  things  neceflary  Odin  himfelf  be  devoured  by 

and    delightful   to  its  inhabi-  one  of  the  wolves ;  after  which 

tants  ;  and  that  the  males  and  the  univerfe  is  to  be  fet  on  lire : 

females,   which  efcape  the  ge-  that- there  is  another  court,  as 

neral  de{lru(5lion,   are  quickly  difmal  as  the  other  is  glorious, 

toreplenlfhitwitha  more  hope  whofe  gates  open  towards  the 

ful  (Jflfspring  :  that  on  the  foiith  north  ;  the  fences  of  it  are  en» 

fide  of  heaven  there  is  a  court  twined  with  the  hinder  parts  of 

much  brighter  than  the  fun  it-  venomous  ferpents,whofe  heads 

felf,  and  which  will  be  proof  are  all  turned  towards  the  infide 

againil  th^  Barnes  which  are  to  of  it,  and  call  continual  flreams 

dellroy  the  reft  of  the  creation;  of  deadly  poifon,  which  infcdls 

and  there  it  is  that  the  good  all  the  rivers  round  it,  through 

will  be  preferved  for  that  new  which  the  wicked  are  forced  to 

and  endlefs  life  :  that  the  ge-  wade  (2). 

• 

(f )  ^dd^  Mythol  so,  &  48.  Eiyind.  Scaldafpiler.  fc  al.  ap^  Keyz« 
p.  119^ 

not 
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not  avoid,  tlieircxit  was  commonly  preceded  by  a  faft,  and 
t'heir  funeral  by  a  feaft  ;  but  if  they  endeavoured  to  {hiin 
it,  as  it  fometimes  happened,  both  ceremonies  were  per- 
formed with  the  deepeft  mourning. 
FxceJ^ivi        We  muft  likewifc  obferve,  that  in  thefe  funerals,  as  welf 
love  of       as  in  all  their  other  feafts,  they  were  .famed  for  drinking  to 
Jirong  It'      lexcefs  ;  and  it  may  be  faid  of  them,  above  all  the  other 
?*'?r'?.         dependents  of  the  ancient  Cekes,  that  their  hofpitality  and 
-  -      banquets  confided  much  more  in  the  quantity  of  ftrong  li- 
quors thah  in  the  elegance  of  eating.     Beer,  and  ftrong 
mead,  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  chief  promoters  of  health, 
ftrength,  fertility,  and  bravery  ;  upon  which  account  they 
made  no  fcruple  to  indulge  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  not 
only  in  their  feails,  and  efpecially  bcforfi  an  engagementj 
but  even  at  their  common  meals. 

SECT.      III. 

^he  Hijlory  of' the  Ancient  Germans. 

TX7  H  AT  induced  the  Romans  to  invade  Germany,  ,wc 
^  ^    have  feen  in  the  courfe  of  the  Roman  hiftory.     The 
Germans     Germans  were  then  fo  far  from  being  formed  into  one  fingle 
(Unjidedin^  community,  that  they  were  divided  into  a  great  number  of 
to  variety    fmall  kingdoms  and  commonwealths.    They  might,  indeed, 
tf  fiaUs.      regard  themfelves  in  general  as  a  nation  defcended  from 
the  fame  ftock,  and  therefore  have  fome  laws  in  common  to 
all,  either  for  .fupporting  each  other  againft  foreign  inva- 
ders, or  for  the  prefervation  of  a  due  balance  amongft  their 
great  variety  of  commonwealths-*,  but  in  othfer  refpefts 
each  had  its  particular  form  of  government,  laws,  policy, 
and   intereft.      They   \rere    all    bred    up    in   an  exceffive 
love  of  liberty,  and  hatred  to  all  kinds  of  invafion  ;  and 
prrivjea-   Could  not,  but  with  jealpufy  and  refentment,  behold  the 
husof^the    daily  encroachments  which  the  Romans  continually  made 
Romans.       ^^  ^n  ^\^^*\^  neighbours,  or  confequently  without  uniting 
themfelves  more  clofely  againft  them,  and  affiiling  thofe 
who  were  likely  to  fall  the  next  facrifice  to  the  ambition  of 
thofe  conquerors.     Hence  arofe  thofe  wars  and  conquefts 
which  ended  in  their  total  reduction  5  for  the  politic  Ra- 
mans foon  took  the  advantage  of  their  being  divided  into 
fo  many  different  republics  ;  and  by  fomenting  jealoufies 
among  fome,  bribing  and  corrupting  others,  and  by  ufmg 
all  their  force  and  art  againft  the  reft,  they  found  means  tQ 
fubdue  them  gradually  :  fo  that  one  ftate  after  the  other  fell 
3' prey  to  their  conquering  arms,  till  the  whole  country  was 
reduced  into  a  Roman  province. 
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Before  we  come  to  the  Roman  irivafion^  it  will  be  nccef-  T^  cault 
fary  to  mention  fome  t/anfa£tions  relating  to  the  ancient  firft  expg- 
Germans,  which  are  previous  to  that  event;  -the  fixft  of  ^^^'^ *■*'' . 
which  is  the  Gaulifli  irruption  into  their  territories,  under  ^^"'^^ 
the  condu£b  of  Segovefus,  whilft  his  brother  Bellovefus  made 
the  like  over  the  Alps.  Thefe  two  valiant  princes  were  fon$ 
to  the  lifter  of  Ambigatus,  a  king  of  the  Celtae,  or  <^aulS) 
about  the  time  of  Tarquinius  Priicus.  That  monarch  of 
the  GaulS)  finding  his  fubjefiis  increafe  too  fail  for  the  ex* 
tent  of  his  territories,  refolved  to  fend  out  two  large  colo* 
nies  to  fettle  fdmewhere  elfe,  under  the  condu£l  of  his*  two 
nephews*  Thefie  being  direded,  as  the  Gaulifli  manner 
then  was,  by  the  flight  of  birds,  the  former  paflTed  over  the 
Rhine,  and  fettled  in  the  Hercynian  foreft,  whilft  the  other 
penetrated  into  Italy,  as  we  have  feen  in  a  former  vo- 
lume. Whether  the  Germans  bud  any  concern  in  this  let- 
ter expedition,  does  not  clearly  appear.  If  the  regions  ly- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  Apennine  hills  were  at  that  time  inha- 
bited by  Germans,  or  Semi-Germans,  as  Livy  calls  them, 
there  is  no  queftion  but  they  might  be  hurried,  by  thofe 
Gaulifli  fwarms,  to  follow  them  in  the  excurfions,  and  fliare 
in  the  devaftations  and  pillages  which  they  committed : 
but  hitherto  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  reft  of  the  German 
nation  were  at  all  concerned  in  them,  fince  Tacitus  gives 
them  this  peculiar  charafte'r,  that  they  rather  ftudied  how 
to  preferve  their  own,  than  how  to  invade  the  territories  of 
others  ^  ;  and  it  is  moft  likely  that  ihey  did  not  begin  to  tlQl 
offenfivcly  againft  the  Romans,  at  leaft  till  they  were  alarmed 
at  the  greataefs  of  their  power,  and  the  daily  encroach-' 
ments  they  made  around  them.  Swarms  of  colonies  tbcy 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  fent  abroad,  to  prevent  being 
cramped  for  room,  as  they  multiplied  fo  faft  ;  but  there  was 
fo  much  land  to  fpare  towards  the  north  parts  of  Europe, 
and  fo  little  on  the  fouth  parts*  where  they  were  alfo. 
fure  to  meet  with  a  ftrenuous  oppofition,  that  they  poured 
moft  of  them  towards  ihe  other  way,  at  leaft  till  the  Gauls, 
in  fome  meafure,  obliged  them  to  make  reprifals. 

The  firft  of  thefe  we  meet  with,  and  which,  in  all  appear- 
ance, is  of  much  later  date  than  that  of  Segovefus  into  Ger^ 
many,  is  that  of  the  Belgse,  one  of  the  fierceft  and  moft  war*  Belga fettle 
like  nations  of  Germany,  who  having  pafled  the  Rhine,  and  ^^  ^^^^^ 
driven  the  Qauls  out  of  a  canton  of  that  country,  feated 
themCelve^  fo  firmly  in  it,  that  neither  their  neighbours,  •    . 
whom  they  continually  antwyed,  nor  any  other  nation,  could 
c?cr  drive  them  out*     Csefar  adds,  that  they  were  not  a 
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tittle  proud  of  this  fettlement»  and  that  they  a£led  witfi  t 
high  hand  over  all  their  neighbours  * ;  and  they  were,  pro* 
Whneefi    bably,  called  Belgae,  upon  that  account)  that  word,  in  tfaer 
natted*         Qld  Teutonic,  fignifying  fierce  and  quarrelfome.    They  af- 
terwards peopled  the  coafts  of  Britain,  drove  the  natives  ift-» 
to  the  inland  parts,  and  waged  continual  wars  with   tbe 
Germans.     From  this  irruption  of  the  Belgse  into  Gaul, 
which  is  the  firil  the  German  nation  made  upon  them,  at 
leaft  that  we  read  of,  thefe  two  nations  continued  in  a  kind 
of  alternate  ftate  of  hoftility  and  friendfliip ;  fometimes  in- 
vading each  other's  territories,  at  other  times  aififting  each 
other  againft  the  Romans  :'  but  it  is  timd  that  we  Ihould 
fpeak  of  thofe  wars  which  the  feveral  German  nations  waged 
againft  thefe  laft,  and  the  defeats  in  confequence  of  which 
they  weK  fubdued. 
Cmlrt  in'-       The  firft  who  ventured  to  invade  the  Roman  territories, 
^mdelta^*  were  the  Cimbri  an4  Teutones :  we  have  already  fpoken  of 
their  ancient  fettlement,  the  former  in  the  Cimbrica  Cher- 
fonefus,  and  the  latter  on  the  coafts  and  iiles  of  the  Baltic ; 
but  whether  for  want  of  room,  or,  perhaps,  invited  by  tbe 
beauty  of  a  warmer  clime,  both  thefe  nations  marched 
through  Noricum  and  lUyricum,  penetrated  into  Italy,  de- 
feated the  Romans  in  feveral  pitched  battles,  and  threw  all 
Italy  into  the  greateft  confternation.     In  the  firft  of  thefe 
actions  they  vanquiftied  the  conful  Papyrius  Carbo;  in  an- 
other,  they  defeated  M.  Junius  Silanus,  another  conful, 
who  was  foon  after  called  to  a  fevere  account  for  his  bad 
fuccefs;  in  the  third,  L.  Caffius  ;  and,  in  a  fourth,  the 
brave  M.  Aurelius  Scaurus,  whom  they  took  prifoner,  and 
put  to  death,  by  order  of*  their  king  Bolos,  for  fpeaking  too 
MeaUd     warmly  in  praife  of  the  Romans  :  but  after  feveral  other  fuc- 
by  MartMS.  cefles  in  Italy,  thev  were  totally  defeated  and  deftroyed  by 
the  valour  and  policy  of  the  conful  Marius.     How  greatly 
the  Romans  efteemed  this  viftory  may  be  proved  by  the 
triumph,  and  other  fingular  honours,  which  they  decreed 
both  to  Marius  and  to  Catulus,  as  well  a^  by  the  monu- 
ments which  thefe  caufed  to  be  erefled  in  memorv  of  this 
tranfa£tion.  Thofe  Cimbri,  M'ho  efcaped  the  dreadful  ilaugh- 
ter,  in  all  likelihood,  returned  into  their  own  country ;  for 
they  are  faid  to  have  fent  afterwards  a  fubmiffive  embafly 
to  Auguftus  * ;  and  are  likewifc  mentioned,  by  authors  of 
later  date,  as  the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  northern  Germans  ^, 
down  to  Ciaudian's  time,  who  calls  the  north  fea  by  their 
name  :  but  it  is  likely  the  Saxons,  their  neighbours,  join* 
» 
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ing  with  them  in  their  excurfions,  and  growiDgv  by  dtf- 
greeS)  more  powerful,  the  Cimbrian  name  was  fwallowed 
tip  in  theirs  ^. 

The  next  excurfion  we  find  recorded  of  the  Germans^  is  Arioviflug 
that  which  happened  in  Julius  Caefar's  time,  on  occafion  of  fi^tUi  in 
the  jealoufy,  which  it  is  juftly  fuppofed  that  politic  con-  ^^«'»/'*'^ 
queror  fomcntedbctween  the  JEdui  and  the  Avcrni,  the  two  kingdom 
moft  potent  nations  in  Gaul  \  the  former  of  whom  being  in  there. 
^riendffaip  with  Rome,  and  the  latter  allied  with  the  Sequa- 
ni,  thefe  iaft  thought  fit  to  call  in  the  neighbouring  Ger- 
mans to  their  afliftance.     At  firfl,  only  fifteen  thoufand 
joined  them ;  but  they  grew  fo  enamoured  of  this  delight- 
ful country,  that,  to  keep  their  footing  in  it,  they  fent  for 
freih  fupplies  from  over  the  Rhine,  infomuch  that  they 
amounted,  at  laft,  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufiind. 
The  Sequani,  by  their  afiiftance,  foon  fubdued  the  uEdui ; 
but  their  victory  coft  them  dear ;  for  they  were  forced  by 
Arioviftus,  the  German  king,  to  evacuate  one  third  part  of 
their  kingdom,  to  afford  a  fettlement  for  his  troops.     He 
foon  after  obliged  them  to  cede  another  third,  as  a  fettle- 
ment for  forty  dioufand  Harudes,  who  croffed  over  to  him, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  by  his  addrefs,  induced  Julius  Cse-  Confirmed 
far,  then  conful,  to  allow  him  the  title  and  honour  of  a  m  it  fy 
king  * :  but  it  proved  a  Ihort-lived  kingdom,  and  Csefar,  ^^/^^* 
who  only  careffed  him  for  his  own  purpofes,  foon  found  a 
fpecious  pretence  to  depofe  him.    The  great  numbers  of 
Germans  which  Arioviitus  had  brought  into  Gaul,  and  the 
fuccefs  which   attended  their  bravery,  raifed   the  Roman 
jealoufy,  and  alarmed  not  only  the  Sequani,  but  the  great- 
cftpart  of  the  Gauls,  who  thereupon  applied  to  the  conful^ 
complaining  bitterly  againft  the  German  devafts^ions,  and 
the  danger  they  were  in  of  being  quickly  fwallbwcd  up  by 
thcfe* invaders.     Csefar  turned  all  this  to  his  owh  advantage, 
and  defired  an  interview  with  the  German  prince,  who  found 
means  to  excufe  himfelf  from  it,  and  to  get  Cix  other  na- 
tions, or  cantons,  to  join  him,  befides  his  own  Suevi,  and 
a  freih  reinforcement  of  thofe  which  were  battening  over  to 
him ;  upon  which,  Csefar  made  what  expedition  he  could 
towards  him,  to  prevent  their  junftion. 

A  conference  was  at  length  agreed  upon,  in  which  Caefar  His  inters 
ufed  fome  threats,  and  plainly  told  him,  that  the  Romans  vf#w  wifk 
would  doubly  refent  his  tyrannic  ufe  of  their  old  friends  the  ^'*'* 
iEdui,  after  they  had  fhewed  him  fo  much  regard,  andbe- 
fiowed  fuch  honours  upon  him  $  and  therefore  infitted,  that 
he  fliould  reftore  their  hoftages,  fend  back  part  of  his  Get- 
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Anfwer  to   jiian  troops,  and  forbear  all  future  hoftilities.    To  tbis  itA^ 
Ms  threats*  perious  language  Arioviftus,  in  vain,  pleaded  the  right  of 
conquefty  his  being  invited  into  Gaul,  and  his  treaties  with 
the  bequani,  and  even  offered  his  fervices  and  friendship  ta 
Caefar  himfelf :  the  conference  was  broken  up,  and  followed 
by  a  dreadful  engagementi  in  which  the  Germans  were  de<^ 
Ovirthrow  feated  with  great  flaughter.     A  confideralile  number,  howr- 
and  death,  ever,  efcapcd  acrofs  the  Rhine  with  ArioviJ[\us,  who  did 
SettUment    not  long  outlive  this  difader.     In  confequence  of  his  death, 
•f  his  alius,  ijjg  nations  which  fought  under  him  difperfed  themfclve^ 
the  Marcomans  into  Boiohemura,  under  the  condu£l  of 
Marobbduus  ;  the  Tribochi,  Nemetes,  and  Vangiones,  re- 
mained in  Ga^il,  or  went  over  the  Rhine,  and  fubmitted, 
with  the  Ubii,  to  the  Romans;  for  we  find  them  ftill  feat- 
ed along  the  banks  of  that  river  *.    As  for  thofe  Suevi  who 
were  aflbmbled  on  the  fame  fide,  they  retired,  upon  their 
receiving  the  news  of  his  defeat ;  but  a  great  number  were 
cut  off,  in  their  flight,  by  the  Ubii,  who  had  been  treated 
in  a  hoilile  manner  by  them.     And  thus  ended  this  fecond 
expedition  of  the  Germans  into  Gaul. 
Brlg^alliis      The  very  next  year  the  Belgje,  alarmed  at  the  fuccefs  of 
ic  thi-Cfl'    the  Romans,  formed  a  grand  alliance  with  the  Celtes,  Ger- 
tesagainjt   jn^ns,  and  Gauls,  in  order  to  drive  them  farther  from  their 
^^'        neighbourhood.  Csefar,  according  to  his  cuftom, found  mieans 
to  fow  fuch  divifions  amongft  them,  that  many  of  thofe  al» 
lies  fubmitted  to  him  ;  only  the  Nervii,  Atrebates,  and  Ve- 
romandui,  flood  firm,  and  though  defeated  at  length,  yet 
yielded  him  one  of  the  dcareft  viilories  he  had  ever  obtaia« 
ed :  fo  that  the  whole  Belgic  nation  was  forced  to  fubmit  to 
^he  Bitga   the  Roman   yoke  ^.     Com i us,  a  faithful  dependent  upon 
fukdued.      Caefar,  was  made  king  of  the  Atrebates,  and  foon  gained  a 
confidcrable  authority  over  aJl  that  country.     The  Atuati, 
about  the  fame  time,  hearing  of  thefe  rapid  conquefts,'Camc 
in  a  body  to  the  fuccour  of  the  Atrebates,  and  entertained 
no  fmall  contempt  of  the  Romans,  w4ien  they  found  them 
fo  far  inferior  in  ilature  :  they  were,  however,  foon  unde-^ 
ceived,  to  their  coft,  when  being  vigoroufly  befieged  in  their 
capital,  into  which  they  had  been  forced  to  retire  after  the 
defeat  of  the  Atrebates,  and  unable  to  obtain  better  terms 
than  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  both  their  city,  and  all  the 
Fiftp-thrti  garrifon,  to  the  number  of  fifty-three  thoufand,  wcrie  fold 
tk9ufaad     by  the  conqueror. 

Atuatifold     c^far  was,  not  long  afterwards,  forced  into  a  war  with 

*   two  other  German  nations,  the  Tenfteri  and  Ufipetes; 

thefe,  having  been  driven  out  of  their  own  territories  by  thi; 
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Soevi,  the  fierceft  andtnoft  warlike  of  all  the  northern  Ger- 
mans, had  paiTed  into  Gaul,  and  fettled  themfelves  in  the 
xieighbourhood  of  the  Eburbhes  and  Condrufi.     Caefar  vt^as 
theft  at  Roftie,  taking  meafures  for  obftrufting  the  cabals  of 
Lucius  Dpmitius  againfl;  him  \  but  was  obliged  to  haflen 
into  Gauly  to  prevent  their  joining  with  that  nation  againft 
the  Romans.    Upon  his  arrival,  they  fent  an  embafly  to  ac*, 
quaint  hirfi  with  the  reafons  of  their  coriiing  into  that  coun- 
try, and  to  intreat  that  he  would  allow  them  fettlernenti 
there,  promifihg,  on  that  condition,  to  ferve  him  Upoft  all 
dccafions;  otherwife  declaring  they  WOijld  maiiitain  th^it 
ground  by  force  of  arnls.     Caefar  not  only  refufed  to  grafit  ^euBetl 
them  their  requeft^  but  fell  fuddenly  and  ftiriodfly  upon  ^ndXJfipf 
them,  and  made  a  terrible  flaughter.  Of  thofe  who  efcaped,  ^*\  ^v»«^* 
the  greateft  part  perifhed  in  endeavouring  to  crofs  the 
ilaefe  8 ;  but  their  cavalry,  who  happened  not  to  be  in  the 
battle,  croflcd  the  Rhine,  aftd  fled  to  the  Sicambri,  whofe 
territories  lay  between  thofe  two  rivers.     This  retreat,  and 
the  affiftance  which  the  Ubii  about  Cologne  folicited  againft 
the  Suevl,  aflxu-ded  him  a  pretence  for  building  a  bridge  ^  hridgi 
6ver  the  Rhirie,  to  the  great  furprize  of  all  the  Gcrttians>  hnUt  o^yer 
but  cfpecially  of  the  Sicambri,  whofc  couhtry  he  ravaged  the  Rhmf. 
^iChbut  mercy. 

This  was  the  firft  time,  in  all  probability,  that  the  Ro* 
ttans  fet  foot  on  the  German  territories,  which  became  af- 
terwards the  fcene  of  much  blOodflied  on  both  (ides^  both 
tinder  that  conqueror  and  his  i^ucceiTor^,  and  'Which  ended 
Ih  the  c6nqueft  of  this  hr^itt  nation.   TheTreviri  were  the  TAiTrt' 
fitft\(rho  provoked  that  general  to  invade  their  country^  wrihrmg 
ttrhd  does  nbt  Appear  \o  have  had  any  intention,  upon  his  ^J^^^^ 
firft  eriteririg  Germany,  to  carry  on  a  war  againft  them,  but 
bftly  to  k^ep  them  ih  awe>  by  convincing  them  that  he  was 
not  afraid  tb  attack  them  in  their  own  territories  (!)•  How- 
tVfcr  Aat  be,  the  Tireviri,  grov(rrt  jealous  of  the  Romans,  had, 
by  their  credit,  almoft  ftirred  up  a  general  revolt  in  Gaul, 
which  had  groaned  fomd  time  under  the  Roman  yoke. 
This  obliged  Csefaf  to  fefid  Labienus  againft  them,  whilft  Ubmus's 
he  wcfit  to  the  affiftance  of  Cicero,  who  was,  in  fomc  mea-  -^^^.f' 
fure,  beficged  by  the  Ncfvii.    We  have  already  given  ah  ^^^   *^ 

t  ConSment.  lib.  iv.  cap.  x,  &  feq, 

^  (I)  Cacfar    had    two   other  the  other,  by  the  timely  affift- 

Views,  the  one  to  (hew  the  6er-  aiice  he  gave  the  Ubii  againft 

mam,  hy  the  example  of  the  the  Suevi,  to  induce  them  co 

Skaitibn,  how  dangerous  it  was  fet  a  high  value  upon  Rdmao 

to  exafperate  the  Romans;  and  frietidlhip. 
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account  of  all  thefe  tranfaflions,  in  tbe  hlftory  of  tbo  K 
mans,  to  which  we  refer  the  reader. 
Gtrmans         For  the  faine  reafon  wc  fliall  content  ourfelvcs  with    a 
gndiavour   fummary  recapitulation  of  the  principal  efforts  which  they 
^thW^f^    made,  in  all  favourable  conjundurcs,  for  the  recovery  of 
Arr/f.  "       their  liberty,  atid  the  defperate  wars  which  they  renewed, 
and  carried  on,  againft  the  Roman  emperors,  during  feve- 
ral  centuries,  till  they  had  accompliflied  their  end,  and  fub- 
dued  their  conquerors. 
Riytta^        In  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  who  had  iffucd  out  fome  edi£ls 
gam/  Au'    againft  the  inhuman  fuperftitions  of  the  druids,  which,  in 
^*/«^l        j^n  likelihood,  affefted  both  nations,  the  Germans  feized 
that  opportunity  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  ravaged  thofe  coun- 
mwdfup'      tries  which  were  fubjeft  to  the  empire.     Agrippa  was  fent 
freffedby     againft  them,  whofe  arrival  fo  intimidated  them,  tlJat  they 
,4?''W^'      quickly  repaffed  that  river  ;-but  whilft  he  was  gone  inta 
LoUius  de-   Spain;  they  repafled  it,  and  defeated  a  body  of  Roman  horfe, 
/^'^^  h      and  afterwards  the  Gallic  proconful  M.  Lollius,  from  wbonx 
**  they  carried  off  a  ftandard :  but  he  foon  recovered  his  ho- 

nour, and  drove  them  back  again  with  confiderable  lofs* 
/  '  All  this  time  the  Gauls  were  meditating  a  general  revolt  ; 

upon  which  Drufus  was  fent  to  quell  them,  which  he  had  no 
fooner  done  than  he  paffed  the  Rhine,  carried  every  thing 
before  himi  and  penetrated  almoft  to. the  German  Ocean. 

The  dangerous  revolt  which  happened  among  the  Roman 
legions  left  in  Pannonia,  and  which  was  happily  quelled 
partly  by  Drufus,  and  afterwards  wholly  by  Germanicus, 
gave  occafion  for  a  frefh  invafion»  which  the  lafl  mentioned 
general  carried  on  with  great  fuccefs,  and  much  havock  and 
flaughter  of  the  Germans  for  fifty  miles  round  5  and,  if  we 
may  believe  Tacitus,  without  the  lofs  of  one  Angle  Roman. 
Thi9  a£lion,  which  may  be  more  properly  called  a  maflacre 
than  aconqueft,  irritated  fome  other  German  nations  againft 
them^  but  thefe  likewife  had  the  misfortune  to  be  defeated* 
The  Roman  general  had  foon  after  a  fairer  field  offered  to 
him»  by  the  rupture  between  the  two  German  chiefs,  Ar- 
minius  and  SegefteS)  the  former  a  fworn  enemy  to  the  Ro 
.  ^mans,  the  latter  a  firm  friend.  What  advantage  Gernia- 
nicus  took  of  this  rupture,  we  need  not  repeat,  but  only 
pbfervcj  that  the  Germans  fuffered  feveral  defeats,  and  Ar- 
minius  himfelf^  after  fome  advantages  gained  over  them, 
was  totally  routed.  All  that  we  (hall  add  concerning  this 
.war  isf,  that  though  it  coft  th$  Romaoi  general  very  dear, 
yet  he  had  deceived  fuch  reinforcements  of  men  and  arnls 
from  Gaul  and  other  parts,  that  he  hoped  in  one  campaign 
to  have  reduced  all  Germany;  but  his  fuccefs  raifed  the 
jealoufy  of  Tiberiu6|  and  occafioned  his  being  recalled. 

Their 
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Their  other  moft  conHderaUe  wars  with  the  Roman^were 
^aged  againft  the  emperors  M.  Aurelius,  Alexander,  Maxi- 
thiWf  Valerian,  Aurelian,  FrobuS)  Cohftatitius,  Julian,  Va- 
lentinian,  and  fome  of  his  fucceiTorsi  but  thefe,  and  the 
fequcl  of  their  hidory,  will  be  befl:  feen  iti  foine  of  the  fub^ 
fequent  chapters,  where  we  (hall  fpeak  of  them  under  the 
names  of  Alemans,  Gepidae,  Franl^s,  Suevl,  Heruli,  and 
Burgundi. 

All  therefore  that  is  neceflary  to  add  in  this  chapter,  and 
that  only  by  way  of  conne£tion  and  introduction  to  the 
ihoderh  hiftory  of  Germany  is,  th^t  thefe  frequent  and  fuc* 
cefsful  inundations  of  thole  fierce  and  warlike  northern  pa* 
tions    happened  about  the  time  of  the  decIehHon  of  the 
Weftern  empire,  when  it  had  been  not  only  much  weakened  Du^^  of 
by  the  divifion  made  byvGonftantine  tne  Great,  and  after-  'A'^^- 
^ards  by  Thebdblius,  but  moft  parts  of  it  torn  by  inteftine  ^'JJ/** 
broils  and  wars,  efpecially  the  prdvinces  of  Italy,  Gaulj  if^^t/iern 
and  Spain,  divifions  which  proved  a  great  ehcburagemeiit  innfofion. 
to  thefe  Barbarians  to  invade  and  ravage  them  almoft  with-  A.  D.  47^- 
Qut  refiilance.  In  the  .iirjl  of  thefe  provinces  Odoacer;  kihg  ' 
01  ^he  lieriili,  made  fo  fuccefsful  an  expedition,  that  Au- 
gafliulus,  then  on  the  throne,  not  bein?  in  a  condition  to 
make  head  againft  him,  was  fonced  to  yield  tiie  empire  to 
him,  a  ceflion  which  put  an  end  to  tiat  dignity  in  the  Weft, 
9s  we.  have  formerly  hintedj  and  ihall  more  fully  unfold  in 
a  fubfequent  chaptei;. 

*  The  Heruli  reigned  liot  Iblig  in  Italy  before  they  Hrerc 
driven  oitf  of  it  by  the  Oftrogdths»  and  thefe  l^r^  at  length 
expelled  by  Juftinian  ;  fo  that  the  prdvihce  became  again 
a  part  of  che  Eaftern  empire ;  but  it  was  already  rendered  fo 
weak  in  every  part,  and  more  efpecially  in  Italy  during 
th<^  exarchate  of  Ravenna,  that  the*  popes  found  means  tS 
phtain  the  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  jurifdi£tion  over  a 
confiderable  portion  of  it  \  while  the  Lombards  feized  upoit 
another  part,  which  they  ere£ted  into  a  kingdom.  Thef<i 
laft  gave  the  pontiffs  fo  much  uneafinefs,  that  pope  Adrian 
I.  who  was  then  beGeged  in  his  capital  by  Defiderlus,  king 
t>f  the  Lombards,  was  forced  to  alpply  to  Charlemagne  for 
^ffiftancey  who  came  accordingly  with  a  powerful  afmy^ 
ind  having  defeated  Defiderius,  caufed  himfelf  to  Dd 
erowned  king  of  Lombardy.  By  this  expedition  he  became^ 
tnaftef  of  a  great  part  of  Italy,  as  he  Wds  before  of  t'rance 
and  Germany. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion  that  the  pope,  ds  ixrell  to  ex-> 
{)refs  his  gratitude  to  that  fuccefsful  monarch  fof  his  paft 
fervices,  as  to  fecure  the  friendfliip  of  fo  powerful  a  prd^ 
te£lor|  and  thereby  bis  new-acquiied  temporalities^  did,  by 

0  %  the 
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tfcc  tonfent  of  the  Roman  peoplC||  caufe  him  to  be  declared 
emperor,  and  erefled  a  new  Weftern  empire  \  but  with  thia 
condition,  however,  that  as  that  poAtiff  was  lord  of  the  ter- 
ritories abbut  Rome,  he  fhould  ftill  cOtifinue  to  have  his  re- 
Cdertce  in  that  meiropolisj  while  Charlemagne,  whofe  do- 
minions were  moftly  on  this  fide  the  Alps,  as  well  as  in 
gratitude  and  complaifance  to  the  popes,  fliould  fix  the  head 
of  his  new  empire  in  Germany,  that  he  might  be  nearer 
the  center  of  it.  Thus  did  Germany  become  the  feat  of 
the  Weftern  empire,  which,  though  but  a  fhadow  of  the 
ancient  Roman,  hath  hitherto  maintained  itfelf  under  a 
condant  feries  of  imperial  monarchs^  as  will  be  more  fully 
related  in  the  modern  hiftory. 

But  before  we  defcribe  the  progrefs  of  thofe  northern  in- 
vaders, it  will  be  neceflar^,  according  to  our  plan,  to  pafs 
over  to  the  BritiQi  ifles,  whofe  firft  inhabitants  were  un- 
doubtedly of  ancient  Celtic  extraft. 
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CHAP.     LXXXIV. 

The  Ancient  State  andHiJlor^  ofBritaiflj  to  the 
Time  of  its  being  defer  ted  by  the  Romans  ^  and 
the  Invajion  of  the  Angles  and  Saxons, 

SECT.    1. 

Defcriptidn  of  Britain:  The  firjt  Inhabit  ants.  The  Of- 
totnsj  Religion  J  Government^  (sfc' of  the  AncieM  Bri^ 
'tons.     The  State  of  Britain  under  the  Romans. 

Britain^       ^  %  ^  ^  ^  ifland  which  is  now  called  Great  Britain,  an<i 

catiidin         X     comprehends  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and 

fnonott'      Scotland^  with  the  principality  of  Wales,  was,  iri  more 

ttent  tiftiij,  janciient  tirtes,  by  way  of  diftinftion,  ftyled  Albion,  the 

^^"^        name  of  Britain  being  then  common  to  all  the  iflands  that 

lie  round  it.     Hence  Agathemerus,  fpeaking  of  the  Britifli 

iflattds,  **  They  are  many  in  liiirhber  (fays  he);  but  th<; 

mod  confiderable  among  them  are.Hibernia  and  Albion*.'* 

And  Ptolemy,  to  the  chapter  wherein  he  defcrlbes  the  ifland 

now  called  Great  Britain,  prefixes  the  following  title,  **  The 

• 

.  k  Agathcm.  lib.  xi.  cap.  4« 
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^tii2|tioti'Of  Albion^  a  Briti(hiilan4V'  But  as  this  far  e^^ 
celled  the  other  Britifli  iflands,  the  name  of  Albion,  fnpro* 
cefs  of  time,  was  entirely  laid  afide,  and  that  of  Britain^  by 
way  of  excellency^  ufed  iij  its  roOm.  By  this  njime  it  was 
knowh  in  Pliny's  time,  and  even  in  Caefar's.  '  "  The  Iflartd 
of  Britain  (fays  Pliny),  fo  much  celebrated  by  the  Greek 
and  Latin  writers,  was  formerly  called  Albion,  the  naiin^ 
pf  Britain  being  then  common  to  all  the  iflands  round  it^.* 
And  Caefar  obferves,  **  The  other  angle  of  Britain,  (hoot* 
ing  out  to  the  weft,  lies  over-againft  Spain;  on  which  fidi? 
is  liibernia,  an  ifland  thought  to  be  h^lf  as  big  as  ^rltain^ 
and  aT^out  the  fame  diftance  from  Britain  as  Britain  is  front 
Gaul  */*  Hence  it  is  manifieft,  that  the  nanie  of  Britain,  once 
^onimon  to  all  the  iflands  in  our  ocean,  was  in  Csefar's  tinii^ 
become  peculiar  to  the  ifland  which  is  ftill  kno\krn  by  that 
p^me.  Whence  it  had  the  name  of  Albion  is  uncertain,  Farious 
fome  deriving  it  from  the  Greek  word  alphon^  which,  ac-  conjeaura 
cording  to  Feftus,  JSgnifies  white^  the  chalky  cliffs  that  in  -tvncermHg 
feveral  places  fife  on  our  coafts  being  of  that  colour;  while  '^  ^}g^M 
others  pretend  this  napie  to  have  beert  borrowed  from  a  Jjl«J; 
giant,  the  fon  of  Neptune,  mentioned  by  feVeral  ancient 
writers.  Some  of  our  etymologifts  have  reCourfc  to  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  and  fome  to  the  Phoenician  ;  dlhen  in  the 
jfprmer  figniiying  white^  and  alf  in  th^  latter  hi^h.  The  de- 
rivation n-orn  the  Greek  word  alphon^  or  from  the  Hebrev 
filienf  feems  to  be  countenanced  py  the  Britifti  poirfts^  y/\i6 
ftyle  IJritain,  Inis  Wen,  that  is,  the  white  iftand^. 

The  origin  of  th^  name  Britain  is  no  lefe  *uriccrtain  thatj  Whenti 
t})at  of  Albion.     Ijlenriius,  and  fome  other  BritiOi  writers,  -fijlfi^^* 
fieri ve  it  fror|i  Brutus,  whom  they  likewife  call  3rlto,  the  *J'*'. 
^fth  in  defceht  ifrona  the  celeb^ratefi  iEneas.     Others  bring  gty^^ia 
It  from  the  '  Britifli  words  /Jr^^^/ca/n,  "that  is,  a  %vhite  forfit,  g/the 
fqftened  by  degrees  into  Britanilia.     Tlie  learned  Camden  word  Bn* 
derives  it  from  the  Word  brithy  which,  in  the  ancient  Ian-  ^^'«« 
guage  qf  th^  ifland,  fighifies  faintedy  and  tanla^  importing 
In  Greek  a  region  or  coutitry^'io  that'the  name   Brithania 
.changed,  in  procefs  of  time  into  Britaiinjai  exprefles  what 
th.c.Britons  really  were, '  th^t  is,  pamt^^^   'Somlier,  diflikirig 
C^niden's  etyrnglogyi  fuppqfesthat  the  nartie  Britain  comes 
from  ^rydioy  nignifying,ln'the  BfUffhtdngue,'  rage^  in  alliifioii 
to  the  violent  motion  of  the  fea. '  thiit^furrounds  the  iflalld. 
Of  thefe  four  etymologies  the  firit  is  founded  on  a  faplc: 
'ap4.^gai"ft  the  other  thref  lies  one  ccJihmOn,  and'>  m  bui* 
'^^iniori,'  unanfwierablc  bbieQion,  .'which  is,  th>t  the  name 

I  Ptol.  lib.  ii.  cap.  3.  ^  p]^n.  Hh.  iv.  cap.  i6»  '  C«f.  lib^ 

T ,  cap.  I  •  »  Vide  Scld.  Annot.  ad  Pol)r«alb.  p.  ao. 
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of  Britsin  vas  given  to  the  ifland  by  foreigners,  vlio  cout4 
pot  borrow  it  from  the  Britjfli  tongucj  with  which  they 
^ccre,  in  all  likelihood,  unacquainted.  That  the  ifland  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Britajn  from  foieigners  is  evident,  fincc 
the  natiyes  never  ftyled  themfelves  Brirons,  nor  their  coun- 
try firiFai)i,tfaeIr  true  name  being  Cumri  or  Cumbri ;  whence 
Cambria,  the  name  of  Wales  to  this  day  among  the  Wclfti, 
Befides,  the  fecond  etymology,  deriving  Britain  from  pryd 
t:ain,  appears  top  far  fetched.  As  to  Camden's  etymology, 
Somner  obferves,  that  C^far,  in  telling  us  the  Britons 
painted  their  bodies  with  woad,  fpealts  only  of  the  inabi- 
f ants  of  Albion  ;  whereas,  all  the  ifles  in  our  ocean  were 
f;alled  by  one  general  name,  Infula  Britannic^e,  Britifli 
}Qands.  Is  it  probable  that  a  name,  common  to  all  the 
i(!ands  in  our  ocean,  fhould  owe  its  origin  to  a  cuftom  pe- 
culiar to  one,  though  the  moft  confiderablc  ampngfl  them  f , 
With  refpeil  to  the  r^ge  and  fury  of  the  fea,  whence  Som- 
ner derives  the  name  of  Brllaimia,  it  is  not  true  that  the 
fea  rages  more  on  the  f;oafl:of  Qreat  Britain  than  elfewhere. 
toikarrt  The  Ip^rned  Bochart>  fpeqki;ig  of  the  colonies  and  lan- 
tfiaien  thf  guage  (jf  the  ThorniciaiiB,.  offers  ?  conjeflurc,  which  mol| 
Biitjtsa-  pf  om-  modern  writers  have  adopted  as  the  moft  natural. 
'■■'  The  Phcenicians,  according  to  that  writer",  called  this 
jOandt  andfome  others  near  it,  BaratfAnac,  that  is,  the 
land  or  country  of  tin  or  lead,  and  more  cpntrafledly  Brata- 
nac  i  Vhiph  natne,  pafling  from  the  Phoenicians  to  th^ 
prepk^t  gnd  from  thefc  to.  the  Bom^s,  might  have  been 
fpftened  into  that  of  Brjtannicse  and  Britannia. 
ptftrifiien  "  Britain  lies  oppofttc  to  France  and  Geri^anyi  in  a  tri- 
ffiittoHH-  angui  ing  tjircc  promoptpriej  ftretching  out 

f9''  three  rs;  Beleni)mi  the  Land's-cnd,  towards 

jhe  w  ,  the'lCentil^i  or  >Jorth  i^orejand,  towards 

the  e:  iQuin  pr  Orca^,  Catlinefs,  tov'^rds  the 

porth  d.from  Irpland,  (p  the  weft,  by  the  Vcr« 

giviai  wafhed  on  t%  north  by  the  northern 

pcean  i  on  the  eaft,  ^hcre  jt  faces  GcrnianV,  by  the  Ger- 
man ocean  i  and  on  the  foufhi  towards  France,  by  the 
pritilh  channel)  C^He^  by  xhe  Romans  ^return  Britanni- 
^um.  Spme  writers  haye  conjcflured,  thati  where  the 
channel  U  moft  contraflcd,  the  iOami  was  anciently  joined 
\}y  an  ifthpius  to  the  continent,  ft  Ijes  between  |hf  5pth 
^nd  ^9th  dpgree^  of  nprth  lat!t»d^,  extgndipg'frqm  nprtn 
jo  fouth  about  560  mile?.'  Its  breadth  is  various ;  anti  Jjl 
compafs  its  three  fides  arc  found  to  contain,'  allowing  fo^ 
{fie  findings  of  the  coafl,  ^boi]t  eighteeii  hundred  ini|e«. 

f  Bocbart'  lib.  i.  Mp.  ]q. 
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The  fertility  and  plcafantnefs  of  Britain  gave  occafion  to. 
Ifaacius  Tzetzes  to  imagine,  that  thefc  were  the* Fortunate 
lilands  defcribed  by  the  poets,  where  the  face  of  nature 
fmilcd  with  a  perpetual  fpring.  It  was,  in  former  times^ 
the  granary  of  the  Wcftcrn  empire ;  for  hence  an  immenfc 
quantity  of  corn  was  every  year  tranfported  for  the  fupply 
of  the  armies  on  the  frontiers  of  Germany. 

The  fouthern  parts  of  Britain  were  peopled,  according  to  Ut/r0  /«• 
Cacfar  •»  by  the  Gauls.  Tacitus  is  of  the  fame  opinion  p  ;  ^w^««"« 
which  is  followed  by  moft  of  the  ancient  as  well  as  modern 
writers.  It  is  chiefly  founded  on  the  fimilarity  obferved  by 
the  Roman  writers  between  the  two  nations  in  their  cuftoms, 
manners,  language,  religion,  form  of^government,  and  way 
of  fighting.  Befidcs,  as  the  Gauls  fent  colonies  into  Italy^ 
Spain,  Gettnany,  Thrace,  and  Afia,  it  is  but  reafonable  to 
conclude,  that  they  did  the  fame  with  refpeft  to  Britain, 
which  lay  fo  near  them,  that  they  could  difcem  it  from  the 
continent,  and  was  no  Icfs  plentiful  than  the  other  coun^ 
tries  where  they  fettled.  As  for  the  more  northern  inhabit 
tants  of  Britain,  Tacitus  infers,  from  the  make  of  their 
limbsy  and  other  circumftances,  that  they  came  from  Ger* 
many  ' ;  and  Caefar  telling  us  that  they  were  Aborigines, 
feems  to  imply,  that  he  difcovered  no  affinity  in  their  lan- 
guage, manners,  and  cuftoms^  with  thofe  of  Gaul,  and 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Britain. 

The  Pifts,  who  poflcffed  the  caftcm  parts  of  Britain,  ^e  origin 
which  lay  north  of  the  Tyne,  the  venerable  Bcde  fays,  came  rf^th$FiBt. 
out  of  Scythta  in  long  (hips,  and  landed  firft  in  the  north 
of  Ireland ;  but  not  being  fufFered  to  fettle  there  by  the 
Scots,  who  then  poflefled  that  ifland,  they  were  advifed  to 
plant  tfrcmfelves  in  the  north  part  of  Britain  5  which  they 
did  accordingly,  with  the  affillance  of  the  Scots,  who  like- 
wife  fupplied  them  with  wives  to  perpetuate'  their  colony, 
on  this  condition,  that,  in  all  difputes  concerning  the  fuo 
ccffioh  to  the  crown,  the  Pids  {hould  prefer  the  female  to 
the  male  line  of  their  former  kings ;  '*  which  is  obferved 
among  them  (fays  Bede)  to  this  day''.**  By  Scythia,  Bedc 
perhaps  meant  the  northern  parts  of  Germany ;  for  that 
Scandinavia,  now  comprehending  the  kingdoms  of  Sweden^ 
Denmark,  and  Norway,  was,  by  the  bed  writers  of  tho  •* 

middle  ages,  ftyled  Scythia,  is  proved  by  the  learned  Ulher', 
and  Stillingfleet  •,  of  whom  the  latter  admits,  as  not  im- 
probable, the  eonjefture  of  He£lor  Boetius,  deriving  thcPi£i$ 
from    the  AgathyriG  who  from  Sarmatia  came  ioto,  Cim^ 

•  C«far,  lib.  v.  Pap-  »^-  ^  Tacit.  Vit.  Agr.  <»  Bed.  Hift, 

lib.  i  cap.  I.  ?  yir*  Antic].  Brit.  cap.  ic.  |  SVtHin^f.  Oxigi* 

Brit.  cap.  5* 

P  ^  brica 


WhethiT  \yt\e»  Cbcf-ronefus,  and  from  tfacace  into  Scotland*  As  n^ 
tht  ?iSis  Roman  author  mentions  the  Fifis  before  Ammianvis  Mar-f 
mnd  Bri'  cellinusy  who  lived  about  the  cjad  of  the  fourth  century, 
^^"d  ^th€  f**°*^  writers  arc  of  opinion,  that  trhe  Piils  were  not  a  di* 
f^f^^  tdvkOc  people  from  the  BiitonSy  but  fuch  of  that  nation  as, 

fif^n  to  avoid  the  tyranny  of  the  Romans,  bad  xetired  into  the 
northern  part  of  the  ifland,  were  continuing  to  paint  their 
bodies,  they  were  by  the  Romans  called  Fiai^  to  diftin^uiih 
them  from  thofe,  who,  fubmitting  to  Rome^  iiad  laid  ^id^ 
that  cuflom,  and  adopted  the  Roman  manners.  To  con« 
iirm  this  opinion,  they  allege  the  autiiorit,y  of  Camden^ 
.whoy  in  his  introd;u£uon,  endeavours  to  fiiew»  that  tbe 
flames  of  places  formerly  held  by  tbe  Pi£ls  in  the  foutb 
and  weft  parts  of  Scotland,  are  Britifh  ;  and  confequently, 
that  the  language  of  the  Britons  and  Picls  wae»  the  iiame : 
but  that  thefe  two  nations  fpoke  different  languages,,  i$ 
inanifeft  beyond  difpute  from  Bede,  wl^o  tells  us«  that,  ia 
ills  time,.  God  was  ferved  in  five  feyeral  languages  in  Brir 
Jtain;  of  the  Angles>  of  the  BritonSj  of  t;he  Scots,  of  tfaf 
•JPifks,  and  of  the.  Latins ;  which  latter  was  commonly  ufed 
in  divine  worfliip.  Now  this  difference  of  language,  which 
Bede,  who  lived  fo  near  a  neighbour  Xfi  the  Pi^,  could 
4iot  be  ignorant  of,  overturns  all  the  ai^uments  ihat  are 
('alleged  to  prove,  that  the  Britoii^s  ^nd  Pifts  were  the  fame 
people.  Befides,  it  is  certain*  that  the  Pi£ls  W£re  for  fci? 
Verai  a|;es  a  diftin^  nation,  differing  both  froqi  ,the  S^cots 
and  Britons,  not  only  in  their  language,  but  in  their  law3 
.and  cuftoms.  Tbe  contrary  opinion  is  entirely  built  on  the 
conformity  of  the  name  Pidts  with  the  ,Latiti.wQrd  Pi<9;i,: 
which  is  but  a  weak  foundation,  iince  fome  writers,  and 
amoxitg  the  reft  Verftegan,  derive  the  name  of  tbe  Fi^la 
from  a  word  in  their  own  tongue  figflifying  vJ(irrior^  Thp 
Scots  called  them  Fehiti,  which  i^me,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  antiquaries,  anfwers  that  pf  Pi£ls,  from  the  Latip 
wordPi£li}  bpt  others  think  altogether  imprphable,  ths^t 
the  Scots,  who  were  late  fubdued  by  tbe  Romans,  and  con- 
tinued but  a  (bort  time  undisr  their  dominion^  iJ^Quld  giv« 
their  neighbours  a  Roman  name. 
7hi  vri^h  As  for  the  origin  of  tbe  Scot$,  Bcde  affirm^,  that  they 
^thi  Scots,  came  into  this  |fland  out  of  Ireland :  '^  In  procefs  of  tiote 
(fays  that  writer^^  Britain  received  a  third  nation,  nainelj, 
the  Scots,  befides  the  Britons  and  Pit^s,  who,  comltig  out 
,  of  Ireland,  under  the  condud  of  Reud^,  poffefTed  them-? 

felves  ofthofe  territories,  which  they  ftill  hold  among  th^ 
t^i£ls."    Trom  this  Reuda,  adds  our  hiftorian,   they  are 

» 

f  Bed.  lib,  i^  cap.  i« 

^alle^j 
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CiJUd^  to  tbis  day,  PakevKlini,  the  vord  4al^  In  tbcir 
Hj)^m%^*  fignifyii?^y^4?r/  pr  fprtlon.  Tbi^,  bpweypr,  is  ^ 
inatw  .of  great  .uncertainty. 

Tp  retufn  to  the  JPritpns  :  their  jrnapnerg,  cuftq^is,  reli.-  ^f^^f" 

|rion,  aod  form  of  goveripmient^  are  deXcribed>  not  only  by  '^*"  ^^ 

Csefar  in  his  CQtjioaentaries,  but  by  other^^  a;a,d  perhaps  JJrM/^«- 

TOpr.c  fijljc,  who  wr.Qte  .^fter  the  Romans,  were  h^c;o.a)c  ma-  dtnt  Bri* 

Aers  pf.the  iflapd*     The  poyntry  waSj  ,^ccording.  to  .C«(ar,  tom* 

wcjl  peopkd  ajj4  ftojcked  w;th  .cattle*    Their  Kowfes  y/erp 

not  ^pJike  tbpfe  of  th,e  'Gayls.-    Thejr  ufed  copper  or  iro?i 

j>l5^te^  wcjiglied  by  .a  ^^r^jjiia  flfin4?rd»  :iaftc.ad  of  rnpney,.  If 

.they  r<i,v,^4..dQmefl;ic  /owl?^  hen^,  or  gcefcj  it  w^s  for  their 

diyqciiop,  t^ing  j(lriaiy  forbidden  by  their  religion  tp  ejit 

the.Qi.     O/  all  ,the  Biritpn^^  t;h,oC<?  who  inhabited  Cantium 

,Qr  Keri^  -wjre  th?  lyip.ft  ciyiUz^d,  PQ.t  differing  mpch  jn 

,their  .naanners  from  tt^e  Gauj^.    T^e  more  iplapd  peoplq, 

4n  gepetal,  fowed  no  CQi;n,  their  Afu^^l  foocl  being  piilk  and 

^atHQf  .with  which  their  wpods  and  plains  were  well  fup- 

plied.     Th?  wfe  of  clp^ths  .w^5  fciirce  .known  in  the  iJDand. 

The  inUabit^pt^  pf  the  io^^hern  cpaft  covered  their  xiajtcd^ 

pels  with.ijtiijs  of  wild  Waft^,  carelefly  thifown  pyer  tl^en^, 

not  io  i^uc.h  to  de^nd  themfelves  againft  the  qqld^  (^s  to 

9ivoid^lvipg  .o^F^ace  to  .ftrang^rs,  who  came  to  trade  witn 

them.    All  the  Bcitptis  ftajned  t;beir  bodies,  wi.th  the  juice 

.pf  wo^d,  of  a  (ky-colour,  and  wpre  Jong  hairj  but  (have4 

the  r^ft  of  their  bpj^ie^j  e^jpept  their  ypper-lip.  .Oi)^,CuftQi)a 

prevailed  ^^ipng  them,  wl^jch  feemisd  dpteftable  to  oth^r 

p^tioAS^  ^bigh  was  for  ten  or  .twelve  men,  bro^ljers.qr 

friends*  to  Jiave  wives  in  .common ".     TJijs  cuftom  conti- 

.nu^d  rfpn?.e  time  ^fter  the  Rpmans  were  mafters  of  the 

iij.and;  fpj  Pi.o<Jprps.5icM>lus  relates,  that  a  Britifli  lady, 

being  upbraided  wilh  :t;hi,s  wfage  by  Julia,  wife  to  the  en^- 

jpcror  S<;vej:us,  r^pi^:d  tp  this  effcfl;:  "  Surely  the  .Roman 

fadie.s. ought  not. to, reproach  us  on  this  a<;count,  .fince  we 

do  .publicly  with  the  befl:  of  xncn  no  n^ore  than  what  thej 

do  privately  with  tKe  wprft  of  their  freedmen  apd  flaves  •'." 

Th'.ey  ^bftai.ned  frpjii  all  m,anner,pf  fi{b,  thoi^gb  the  feas, 

,that  forrpupded  their  iflapd^  and  their  riycr,s,  .wcrcplepti- 

fiiUy  ftored  with  tb.em. 

'ni.eir.  townsi  or  ratlier  yillajgc?,  were  compofcd  of  wretch-  neir 
edha.ts,  placed  at:a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other,  anfl  to'wnsani 
.generally  in  the  •mi.ddje  of  a  wood,  the  avenues  to  which  ^**^'" 
were  defended  with  flight  rafnparts  pf  e^rtb,  .or  yiiiih.  the 
^trees,  that  were  cut  down  to^cje^r  the  ground.    Str,abx)  tells 
;i8,  that  they  exceeded  the  Gs^uls  in  ilature,  but  their  bodies 

»  Caef.  Corpm.  Jib.  r.  ^  Di«d.,^ic^  }^\^,,  \n\.^u 

were 
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lyere  not  fo  wcll-fct ;  that  he  faw,  at  Rome,  fome  of  their 
youth  taller  by  half  a  foot  than  other  men ;  that  they  had 
many  princes  and  diilinA  governments ;  that  their  wood^ 
ferved  them  inftead  of  cities ;  for  having  cut  down  trees, 
and  inclofed  a  large  round  fpot  of  ground,  there  they  built 
huts  for  themfelves,  and  folds  for  their  cattle  '.    Diodorus 
Siculus  fpeakine  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  ancient 
Britons,  **  Their  boufes,  fays  he,  arc  made  of  reeds  or 
wood  ;  they  lay  up  their  corn  in  the  ear  in  granaries,  tak- 
ing from  thence  no  more  than  what  they  confumc  in  one 
day;  they  are  fimple  and  honeft   in  their  dealings,  an^ 
grangers  to  the  craft  and  fubtlety  of  our  countrymfen ;  their 
manner  of  living  is  remote  from  the  luxury  of  other  na- 
tions 5  they  are  fatisfied  with  a  very  mean  and  frugal  diet ; 
their  illand  abounds  with  men,  who  are  fubje£l  to  divers 
liings  and  princes.*'    Tacitus  writes,  that  the  Britons,  in 
jtheir  manners,  refembled  the  Gauls,  a  refemblance  which 
yrzs  owing  either  to  the  fame  original,  or  the  like  climate ; 
jthat  the  Britons  however,  not  yet  enervated  by  a  long  peace, 
difplayed  greater  intrepidity  in  war ;  that  they  were  for- 
nierly  governed  by  kings,  but  were,  in  Agricola*s  time, 
divided  by  petty  princes  into  parties  and  faflions.   He  adds, 
that  nothing  was  of  greater  advantage  to  the  Romans  a- 
gainft  the  moft  powerful  among* them,  than  their  not  con- 
fulting  one  common  intereft,  nor  their  joining  to  repel 
comnion  dangers.    Thus,  ^hile  they  fight  feparately,  fays 
Uamnnrf  that  author,  they  are  all  alike  fubdued^     Dio  CafTius,  as 
fhtmwrt      epitomized  by  Sphilin,  fpeaking  of  the  more  northern 
nortkirn      Britons,  fays,  that  they  tilled  no  ground,  their  food  being 
pntnu.       game  and  fruit  ^  that  they  lived  in  their  huts  naked ;  that 
they  had  wiyes  in  common;  that  the  chief  authority  was 
vetted  in  the  people;  that,  in  war,  their  arms  were  a  (hield, 
and  a  (hort  fpear^  to  the  lower  end  of  which  was  fattened 
a  ball  of  brafs,  in  ofder  to  terrify  the  enemy  with  the  noife, 
,  when  they  (hook  it.     "  They  are  inured  to  hunger,  cold, 
and  all  manner  of  hardttiips,  continues  the  fame  writer,  and, 
when  in  the  woods,  can  }ive  upon  the  bark  and  roots  of 
trees."    He  adds,  that  on  all  occafions,  they  had  re^dy  a 
certain  kind  of  food,  of  which  if  they  took  but  the  quait- 
tity  of  a  bean,  they  were  not  troubled  with  hunger  or  third 
for  a  confiderable  time  after  *•    HerQ^ian  and  oollnus,  de- 
fcribing  the  more  northern  nations  of  Britain,  fay,  that 
they  knew  not  the  ufe  of  garments,  but  girt  their  waifts 
iind  necks  with  iron,  by  way  of  ornament,  that  metal  being 

a  Strab.  lib.  iv.  y  Tacit  Tif«  Agric.  cap.  a^  f  Dio, 

|pu4  Xiphilin^  libi  teixif 
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to  lefs  In  requeft  among  them.,  than  gold  was  among  other 
nations  ;  that  they  made  deep  Inci6ons  in  their  bodies  in 
the  fliape  of  flowers,  trees,  and  animals,  which,  with  the 
juice  of  woad,  they  painted  of  a  flcy-colour,  that  never  wore 
out  •.  "  They  are  a  warlike  nation  (adds  Hcrodian)  and 
mod  greedy  of  ilaughtcr.  In  war  they  ufe  a  narrow  ihieid, 
a  lance,  and  a  fword.  They  coniider  breaft-plates  and 
helmets  as  an  incumbrance  V  Pliny  obferves,  among  their 
other  cuftoms,  that  they  wore  rings  on  their  middle  fingers, 
and  manured  their  land  with  mart ;  a  remark  which  muft 
J)e  underftood  of  the  more  civilized  Britons  dwelling  near 
.the  coaft ;  for  the  others,  as  we  have  obferved  above^  did 
not  apply  themfelves  to  agriculture. 

As  to  their  manner  of  fighting,  Csefar,  who  extols  their  Thttrwumm 
Sralour^  and  the  undaunted  bravery  with  which  they  went  n*t^^fffjktm 
to  battle,  tells  us,  that  they  made  ufe  of  chariots,  driving  '*^* 
jfurioufly  among  the  enemies  ranks,  and  difcharging  their 
darts,  by  which  means  they  often  put  the  Romans  in  di& 
order.  When  they  engaged  the  horfe,  they  quitted  their 
chariots  to  fight  on  foot,  their  charioteers  in  the  mean  time 
retiring,  and  arranging  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
their  matters,  if  overpowered  by  numbers,  might  readily  find 
them,  and  have  an  eajy  retreat.  **  By  this  manner  of  fight- 
ing, they  had,"  fays  Csefar,  both  the  fpeed  of  the  horfe,  and 
the  fteadineli  of  the  foot,  and  were,  by  daily  praftice,  fo  ex- 
pert, that  they  could  flop  their  horfes  on  a  fteep  defcenc, 
though  in  full  career,  turn  them  into  a  narrow  compafs, 
run  along  the  pole,  fit  upon  the  yoke,  and  from  thence. 
With  incredible  quicknefs,  return  to  their  chariots.'* 

Thejr  trade  was  very  inconfiderable,  notwithftanding  the  TA<i> 
convenient  fituapon  of  their  illand  for  carrying  on  an  exten-  trad$w 
five  comlpierce.  Their  veffcls  were  very  fmall,  their  keels 
and  ribs  made  of  flight  timber,  interwoven  with  wicker,  and 
covered  with  hides ;  circumftances  which  (hew,  that  they 
undertook  no  long  voyage^ ;  for,  in  all  likelihood,  they 
never  ventured  to  fea  bcyoiiid  the  <;pafts  of  Gaul.  Their 
chief  traffick  was  with  the  Phoenician  merchants,  who,  after 
the  difcQvery  of  the  ifland,  which  happened,  according  to 
Samnes,  before  the  Trojan  w^r,  yearly  exported  great  quan- 
tities of  tin,  whiph  they  fold  to  the  Greeks,  and  other  di- 
ftantn^tipn§. 

The  religion  of  the  ancient  Britons  w^s  much  the  fame  Their  nU* 
with  that  of  their  neighbours  the  Gauls.     They  worlhipped  S'^1* 
Jupiter  under  the  name  of  Taramis,  or  Taran,  fignifying 
fn  the  ancient  Britifh  language,  as  it  does  ftill  in  the  Wel(hy 

*  |I»rodiaf)<  I4I9.  ;i^l  JF  ^9^}^•  fih?  yii*  ff^P*  S*   .  ^  H<rodi»o>  lib.  %u 

thunder^ 
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tbund^K.  Mxsimus  Tyrius  writes*  that  th^y  paid  divine  wojr* 
ihip  to  ti^t  higbeft  o^k  tUev  cQuld  find,  as  the  figure  or  re- 
presentation of  this  god.-  Their  Qther  dcitie$  were  Tutates, 
callc4  by  the  Britons  Duw  Taith,  the  god  of  jourtiicsy  and 
(iippofed  to  be  the  fame  with  Mercury ;  Hefus,  called  alfa 
Camu^us,  according  to  Camden,  the  god  of  war^  ox  the 
^ars  of  the  Romans  5  Beleys  or  BeUnus,  that  is,  ApoUo^ 
v^ho  18  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  been  called  Belat.i^cardus,  this 
infcription,  t)/£o  Belatucardo,  heipg  found  in  feyeral  mo- 
nur^ents  of  antiquity.  They  worfliipped  Diana  under  the 
C^me  of  C^;nma,  and  ,paid  a  very  particular  veneration  to 
Andate,  their  goddefs  of  viflory,  who  had  a  temple  at  Ca-r 
malodunum,  now  Maiden,  in  EiTex  :  to  her  they  are  ffiid 
tP  have  facrificed  their  prifoners  of  war  ^. 
fi^4^utds*  The  care  and  dire^liqp  of  all  religious  matters  was,  hy  the 
Britons  a«  well  as  f he  Gauls,  committed  to  the  druids, 
y^hofe  ai^thority  was  greajt,  not  only  in  religious,  but  civil 
affairs.  Their  name  )vas  probably  derived  from  the  Britiflji 
Yfox^  derUi  or  the  Greek  word  drus^  both  fignifying  an  oak^ 
not  only  becauCe  they  efteemed  nothing  more  facred  than 
the  ni^fl^to  thaf  grqws  on  the  oak,  but  likewife  becaufe  their 
jufual  i:eficjence  was  in  groves  of  oaks  5  nor  did  they  perform 
jiny  pf  their  ceremonies  with,ot\t  fqme  branches  or  leaves  of 
that  tree  **. .  Tbey  were  held,  both  by  the  Briton?  and  Gauls^ 
jn  fuch  veneratipn,  that  their  power  was  almofl;  abfolute* 
To  them  belonged  the  care  of  private  and  public  facrifices, 
the  interpretation  of  religion,  tljp  beftowing  rewards,  or  ior 
Aiding  puniflin^ents,  the  deciding  pqntroverfies,  let  the  dif- 
ference l^e  of  wh^t  nature  foevier ;  and  whoever  refufed  to 
ob^y  iheir  decree,  whether  lord  or  vaflal,  was  excluded 
from  the  f^cufices.  Perfons  thus  excommunicated,  weri? 
reckpi^ed  in  the  number  of  the  wicked,  and,  as  fuch,  avoid- 
i  pd  by  ^11,  pot  allowed  to  poiiimencp  a  fuit,  o;r  to  difcharge 

jiny  public  office. 
^kifufer*       Thefe  druids  had  a  fujierintender^t  or  ppntiiF,  to  w^hom 
tntendent    ^^ity  werp  all  fubje^l.    Upon  his  deceafe,  the  moll  woi:thy 
Ihe^uuf  fujcceeded  him  ^  but  if  thexe  happen/ed  to  be  feveral  candi- 
dates pf  ,c.qix^\  merit,  the  election  was  decided  by  ^  majo* 
jrity  pf  votes,  ^nd  fometinies^  as  CJsefar  relates,  by  the  fword. 
..Once  a  year,  the  druids  pf  Gaul  had  a  general  a^en>bly  in 
*  the  midft  of  the  country,  to  whom  perfons  reforted  from 

all  quarters,  who  had  any  controyerfies  to  decide,  every 
one  (Vibini^ting  qhearfuUy  to  their  decrees  ®.  The  difcipline 
x>f  the  druids  was  thought  to  have  been  firft  inflftute;d  i^ 
Britaip,  apd  frojn  thence  transferred  to  GauK     The  drui^ 

(  Dio,  lib.  Ixiii.  d  Vide  Plin.  Hb*  xvi*  qap*  ^4<  •  Caef. 
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were  exempted  from  all  milibry  dutieS,  t^xes,  ihd  impoftsi 
Sind  received  fuch  encouragement,  that  many  embraced 
that  order.  The  youth,  efjpecially  the  nt)bility,  wfefe  edu- 
cated by  them.  Thofe  who  ertibraced  the  fame  profeflTion^ 
wcrefirft  obliged  to  learn  by  heart!  great  number  of  Verfes, 
which  often  employed  them  fOr  the  fpate  of  twenty  years ; 
2ts  the  druids  never  committed  any  thing  to  writing. 

One  of  the  chief  tenets  the^  taught,  was  the  imrtiortality  ^hth  ttm 
of  the  foul,  aiid  its  tranfmigration  from  one  body  to  ah-  nm. 
other ;  which  doflripe  they  efteemed  as  proper  to  infpire  •      • 

them  with  courage  arid  a  Contempt  of  death.  They  in- 
ftrufted  their  youth  in  feveral  other  traditions  concerning 
the  ftars,  and  their  motions,  the  extent  of  the  World,  the 
nature  of  things,  and  the  power  of  the  immortal  gods. 
There  were  women  as  well  sis  men  dtuids ;  for  a  female 
druid  of  Tungria,  now  the  bifhoprick  of  Liege,  foretold  to 
Dioclefiah,  as  we  read  in  Vopifcus,  when  a  private  foldler, 
that  he  ihould  one  day  be  emperor.  The  feft  and  religion 
of  the  druids  fpread  as  far  as  Italy  5  for  Auguftus  publiThed 
an  edi£^,  forbidding  the  Romans  to  celebrate  their  myf- 
teries.  Befides  the  druids,  there  were,  among  the  Britons 
and  Gauls,  priefts  of  an  inferior  raAk,  called  bards,  whofe 
province  it  was  to  celebrate  the  exploits  of  their  heroes  in 
verfes,  \^hich  they  fung  to  the  harp.  The  birds  nfrere  ftill 
found  in  Britain,  sifter  thfe  Romans  had  entirely  abandoned  it. 

The  fame  fdrm  df  government  prevailed  in  Britain  as  in  Tke  ci*vU 
Gaul ;  thdt  is,  the  whole  coiintty  waS  divided  into  feveral  govern- 
fmall  ftate^,  with  ^  head  over  each,  dignified  by  authors  J^?^  'f 
with  the  hame  of  king.    Of  thefe  heads  or  kings,  C«far  ^"^^'•' 
mentions  four  in  the  fmall  compafs  of  Keht.    Whether 
thefe  dates  were  hereditary,  or  eleciive,  we  find  no  where  ^ 

recorded.  In  great  and  imminent  dangers,  one  of  thofe 
heads  of  kings  was,  in  a  general  aflembly,  aiid  by  univerfal 
confeht,  chofen  commander  in  chief  of  all  their  forces. 
Thus,  when  Cafar  invaded  the  ifland,  the  chief  command 
of  all  the  British  forces  was  conferred  upon  CafBbelanus  ; 
and  when  the  Britons  revolted  in  the  time  of  fclaudius,Ca- 
ra£^acusj  king  of  the  Silures,  was  chofen  general.  As  ill 
other  cafes,  the  feveral  ftates,  into  which  Britain  was  di- 
vided, had  no  dejpendenfce  upon  each  other,  they  had,  no  . 
doubt,  quarrels  and  cont'efts  among  themfelves.  But  of 
their  affairs  before  Cfefar's  irtvafion  we  have  rio  account, 
but  fuch  as  woiiM  be  deferhe'd  fabulous ;  and  therefore  at 
that  period,  and  no  higher,  ought  the  Englifli  hiftorian  to 
begin  his  hitlory.  * 

That  part  of  Britain  which  comprehends  the  piyfent  DMfionof 
kingdom  of  England,  arfd'thc  principality  of  Wafei,  waa  tht  country, 
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In  ancient  times  divided  into  feventeen  petty  (htes,  whereof 
the  inhabitants  were  dlftinguiihed  by  the  following  names^ 
the  Danmonii,  the  Durotriges*  the  Belgae,  the  Attrebatii^ 
the  Regni,  the  Cantii,  the  Dobuni,  the  Cattieuchlani,  the 
Trinobantesy  the  Iceni,  the  Coritani^  the  Comavii,  the 
SilureSy  the  Dimetae,  the  Ordovices,  the  Brigantes,  the 
Ottadini.  That  part  of  Britain  which  extends  a  ereat  wajr 
to  the  Wefty  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  tne  Severn 
fca,  on  the  fouth  by  the  Britifli  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by 

^  St.  George*8  channel,  was  anciently  inhabited  by  thofe 

mjji^**  Britons  who  are  called  by  Solinus  Dunmoniii  by  Pto- 
lemy Domhonii,  and,  in  the  more  correfl  copies,  Dan* 
monii.  In  the  tra£l,  or  peninfula,  now  comprehending 
the  counties  of  Cornwall  and  Devon,  the  following  places 
are  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  ^,  the  eftuary  Vexalla,  formed 
by  the  confluence  of  the  two  rivers  Pedredus  and  Iveliusy 
iiow  the  Farret  and  the  HI  -,  the  piomontory  of  Hercules> 
iibout  half-way  between  that  eftuary  and  another  promon- 
tory called  by  Ptolemy  Bolerium,  and  by  Diodorus  Sicu- 
ius «  Belerium.  The  promontory  Belerium,  which  is  by 
tiolemy  called  alfo  Antiveftaeum,  is  the  raoft  weftern  point 
of  Britain,  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Land's-End. 
Not  far  from  this  (hoots  out  to  the  fouth  the  promontory 
Danmonium,  or  Ocrinum,  now  the  Lizard.  On  the  fouth 
coaft  the  following  places  are  taken  notice  of  by  our  geo- 
grapher, Voliba,  now  Falmouth ;  the  mouth  of  the  Ta- 
mara,  now  the  Tamar  or  Tamer,  on  which  ftands  the 
town  of  Plymouth ;  the  mouth  of  the  Ifca,  now  the  Ex. 
The  inland  places  mentioned  by  Ptolemy,  are,  Ifca  Dan^ 
xnoniorum,  Exeter  ;  Tamare,  Taviftock  \  Uxella,  according 
to  Camden,  Left  with  iel. 

XfmrHr'^ii.  Next  to  the  Danmonii,  eaftward,  were  the  Durotrige$, 
inhabiting  that  trafl,  which  is  now  called  Dorfetfhire.  In 
this  country  Ptolemy  takes  notice  of  one  place  only,  which 
he  calls  Dunium,  and  Antoninus,  in  his  Itinerary,  Durno- 
varia.  All  critics  agree,  that,  inftead  of  Dunium,  we 
ought  to  read  in  Ptolemy  Durnium  ;  and  that  this  was  the 
ancient  name  of  Dorchefter,  the  chief  town  of  the  county 

Milgit*,  pi  Dorfet.  To  the  north  and  eaft  of  the  country  of  the  Dtf* 
jfotriges,  were  fituated  the  Belgse,  who  pofleffed  Softierfet- 
(hire,  Wihfhire,  andHampfhire.  In  this  country  PtfolcmV 
and  Antohiniis  mention  on  the  coaft  Magnus  Portus,  Port(- 
itnouth;  and  Trifantonis  Portus,  SouthamptOri,  fo  called 
from  the  fiver  Trifanto,  now  Hampton,  oil  which  it 
fiahds.    Either  Portus  Trifantonis,  or  another  {)iace  verjf 

f  tioV  Xihi  \u  cap.  J,  i  0iod,  Sic,  lib,  v,  ea^.  ss« 
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near  ity  is  called  by  Antoninus,  Claufentum.  In  the  inland 
country  flood  Venta  Belgarum,  Winchefter,  a  place  of  great 
fame  in  ancient  timesy  as  we  read  both  in  Ptolemy  and  An- 
toninus ;  Aquaecalidae,  or,  as  Antoninus  ftyles  it,  Aquse- 
folis,  fo  called  from  its  hot  waters,  now  Bath  5  Ifcalis  or 
Ifchalis,  Ilcheffer.  On  the  Belgx  bordered  the  Attrebatii,  Attrthatiu 
the  inhabitants  of  Berkfliire.  The  Attrebatii,  as  well  as  the 
Belgae,  came  originally  from  Bclgic  Gaul,  according  to 
Cxfar  **,  and  fettling  in  Britain,  retained  their  ancient  names. 
The  chief  city  of  the  Attrebatii  was  Calcua,  as  Ptolemy 
calls  it,  or  Caleva,  as  it  is  called  by  Antoninus,  now  Wal- 
llngford.  Antoninus  mentions  another  place,  Spinas,  which, 
aiccording  to  Camden,  dill  retains  its  ancient  name,  being 
called  Spene ;  but  is  now  only  a  village  near  Newbury> 
which  rofe  out  of  its  ruins. 

On  the  country  of  the  Attrebatii  bordered  that  of  the  R^gn* 
Regni,  compfehending  Surry,  Suflex,  and  part  of  the  fea- 
coail  of  Hampfhire.  In  this  country  Ptolemy  mentions 
but  one  city,  namely,  Noviomagus,  which  is  alfo  taken  no« 
rice  of  by  Marin  us  Tyritis,  as  appears  from  Ptolemy '. 
Some  antiquaries  fuppofe  this  to  be  the  prefent  town  of 
Guilford  \  but  Noviomagus  was  only  ten  miles  diftant  from 
London,  as  we  read  in  Antonius's  Itinerary;  whereas 
Guilford  is  thirty.  Camden  afTerts,  that,  in  his  time,  were 
ftill  to  be  feeii  the  ruins  of  a  city,  anfwering  exaAly  the 
diftance  fet  down  in  the  Itinerary.  BeHdes  Noviomagus^ 
Antoninus  mentions  feveral  other  places  in  the  country  of 
the  Regni,  namely,  Othoha,  which  was,  according  to  the 
Notitia,  the  ftation  of  the  Roman  foldiers  called  Fortetifes. 
Camden  takes  Othona  to  have  (lood  where  Haftings  is  now 
built ;  Portus  Adurni,  at  prefent  the  fmall  village  of  £der- 
ington ;  and  Regnum,  now  Ringwood,  that  is,  the  wood  or 
foreft  of  the  Regni,  into  which  they  fled  for  protefiioo. 
In  the  country  of  the  Regni,  namely  at  Qckham  in  Surry, 
where  the  Wey  falls  into  the  Thames^  at  a  place  to  this 
day  called  Coway-ftakes,  from  the  ftake«  with  which  the 
Britons  had  fenced  the  bank,  Caefar  pafTed  the  TbaLYn^$j, 
and  entered  the  territories  of  Caflivelan.  That  commander , 
crofled  the  Thames  eighty  miles  from  the  fea ;  and  this  is 
the  only  place,  at  that  diftanccf,  where  the  river  is  fordable.  ^ 

To  the  eaft  of  the  Belgae  and  Attrebatii;  lay  the  cotintry 
of  the  Cantii,  called  by  Ptolemy  arid  Caefar  \  Cantium  4  by  Camtt. 
Bede,  Cantia ',  now  itent.    The  places  in  Cantium,  then- 
tioned  by  the  ancients,  are,  Durbvernum,  Durobrivis,  Du« 

,  h  C«r.  Comm.  lib.  v.  cap.  it.  *  Ptol.  lib,  i.  cap.  1  j.  ,  *  Ptoi. 
Qbi  fupra.  Caef.  Com.  lib.  v.  cap.  t^.  ^  Bed.  Hilt,  lib.  i.  cap.  i6. 
&  lib>  iii*  cap*  3, 
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rolcnum,  Poftus  Rutupiae,  Portiis  Dubris,  tlegul^itiiii   or 
Rcgulvium,  and  Portus  Lerfianis,  now  Canterbury,  Ro- 
cheftcr,  Lenham,  Dover,  Reculver,  and  Lime.    Ptolemy 
reckons  Lohdinium,  London,  an^ohg  tlie  cities  of  the  Can«- 
tii  \    but   He  was  certainly   miftakeh    in   ttiis   particular. 
"When  the  Roman  government  was  eftablifhed  in  firitainf 
the  fea-coaft  of  Kent,  which  they  termed  Litus  Saxonicunif 
or  the  Saxon  Shore,  had,  from  the  time  of  Dibclefiah,  a  par- 
ticular governor,  called  by  Marcellinus,  count  of  the  fea- 
coaft,  arid  by  the  Notitia,  count  of  the  Saxon  ffiore,  whofc 
province  was  to  prevent  the  Barbarians,  ^fpecially  the  Sax- 
dris,  who  began  to  infeft  Britain,  frorri  plundering  the  couri- 
tfy.     In  imitation  of  the  Ronians,  our  ariceftors  a|>p6ihted 
^  governor  or  portreve  over  this  coaft,  conimo'nly  called  the 
warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  from  his  prefiding  over  five 
ports.     Caefar  landed,  when   \)c   invaded  Britain,  In  the 
country  of  the  Cantii,  ^ticl,  ds  is  ebnimdnly  believed,   at 
Deal,   dri  the  twehty-fixth  of  Auguft,  in  the  aiternodn, 
fifty- four  years  before  the  birth  of  Ch rift"*.     Cant-ium  is 
feparated  from  the  continent  b^  a  narrow  fea,  called  by  So- 
lirius,  Ffetum  GalHcurh ;  by  Tacitus  arid  Ammianus  Mar- 
celliriiis,  Freturi:!  Ocearii,  and  Oceanus  Fretalis.     We  have 
now  defcribed  that  part  of  Britain  whicK  is  bounded  by  the 
dceaii,  the  Severn  fea,  arid  the  fiver  Thames. 

Oh  the  nbrth  fide  of  the  Thames,  near  its  head^  are 
placfcd  by  Ptolemy  the  Bdbiirii,  the  ancient  inhabitants  o^ 
Giouceflefffiire  and  Oxfordffiife.  In  their  country  that 
Writer  tnentibris  but  one  city,  haniely  Cofinium,  called  by 
jAritohinus,  as  far  as  we  can  cdrijeftufe  from  the  diftarices 
fet  down  in  his  Itinerary,  Diirdcdfrioviurii,  which  Ilood  in 
of-  near  the  place  where  the  prefent  town  of  Cirenfcefter 
ftarids.  Twd  bther  places  arfe  taken  hdtice  of  by  AntoninttSi 
tailed  Altone  or  Avone,  and  Clevufn  or  Glevum,  built 
by  the  Romans,  to  curb  the  Silures,  now  Alvingtori  arid 
Gloucefter.  To  the  eaft  of  the  Dbburii  lay  the  country  of 
the  Cattieuchlani,  CalyeuchlanI,Cattidudani,  Cattiicludanii 
as  they  are  ftyled  in  different  copies  of  I*tolemy*s  works, 
rtid  calls  them  Cattueltani,  and  alfo  Caifii.  tn  their  ceuri- 
tfy,  which  coriiprcherided  Buckinghamfliire,  Bedfordfhire, 
and  Hertfdrdfiiire,  the  following  places  are  named  by  Ari- 
fdhiriiis  'f  Laftodprum,  Bedford  ;  Magiovinium,  ADiwell  ^ 
fiufpcobrivis  or  Durocobrivae,  Hertford ;  Pontes,  placed  iii 
the  Itinerary  twenty-two  ritiiles  from  London  ;  and  Vefii- 
lamiiim,  mentioned  riot  drily  by  Aritoriinus,  but  by  ftoleihyi 
and  Al  the  Rem^ri  WritlS)-^,  Who  (pcA  of  Britaiti,     Cfmdta 
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(i]j[>pofes  Verulamium  to  have  been  the  towA  of  Cadivela!i» 
which  was  taken  by  Caefar  ".     In  Nero's  time  it  Wafe  a  mu- 
hicipium,  as  we  read  in  Tacitus  **  j  but  being  afterwards 
deftroyed  in  the  Saxon  war,  the  town  of  St.  Alban's  rofe 
from  its  ruins,  which  are  ftill  called  Verulam.     In  the 
.country  of  the  Cattituchhni,  Ptolemy  mentions  only  Veru- 
.lamium,  which  he  calls  Urolamium,  and  Salenae,  of  which 
no  traces  are  remaining.    Before  the  arrival  of  Csefar,  the 
Cattieuchlani  had  reduced  great  part  of  the  country  belong- 
ing to  the  Dobuni,  and  were  conftatltly  at  w<kr  with  their 
neighbours. 

,  Next  to  the  Cattieuchlani  were  the  Trinbbantes,  as  Cae-  TrmboM* 
far  calls  them,  or  Trinonnantes,  as  they  arc  ftyled  by  Ta-  /«• 
.citus  and  Ptolemy.    They  inhabited  the  prefent  counties  of 
•Middlefejc  arid  Eflex.     To  them  belonged  the  city  of  Lon^ 
•don,  called  by  Tacitus^  Ptolemy,  and  AlitoninuS,  Londi- 
.hium  J  by  Ammi^nus,  Lundinum  ;  by  Stephanus>  Lindo- 
•nion;  and  by  Bede,   Lundbnia^  and  civitas  Lundoniai^* 
There  feems  to  have  been  no  fuch  place  as  London  in  Cae- 
far's  time  ^  and  yet  it  was  z  city  of  great. trade  in  Nero's, 
a3  appears  from  Tacitus.    It  mud,  therefore^   have  beeh  L^nd^n^ 
.founded  between  the  times  of  thefe  two  emperors,  and,  in  nvhen 
all  probability,  about  the  time  of  Claudius*  k Tacitus  calls  it  fi^^^*^ 
.a  place  famous  for  trade^  and  the  concourfe  of  merchants,    . 
though  not  diftinguilhcd  with  the.titlc  of  colony.  Whether 
in  procefs  of  time  it  atttained  this  honour,  may  be  quef- 
.tioned)  for  though  Ammianus  Marceliinus  ftyles  it  Au<« 
euila,  yet  we  cannot  from  thence  cbticlude,  that  it  was  ^ 
Aoman  colony,  fiiice  matly  antiquarians  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  emperors  allowed  fome  towns,  that  were  not  colonies^ 
to  afTume  that  title  \  .  Perhaps  it  took  thp  name  of  Au- 
gufta  from  Cbnllantine  the  Great,  who  is  faid  to  have  fur- 
rounded  it  with  a  wall,     PtoIenAyj  as  we  have  alrieady  ob* 
ferved,  aiid  alfo  RaVennas,  place  London  in  Cantium,  on 
ifce  fouth  fide  of  the  Thames.    The  othet  towns  of  the  Tri- 
nobantes  were,  Durolitum,  Caefaromagus,  Cononium,  Ca- 
malodunum,  and  Colonia,  now  Leiton^  Burghftead,  Can- 
iionden>  Maldon^  and  Colchefter.    Gamalodunum>  called  fktfirfi 
by  Ptolemy,  Camudolanum)  w-as  the  firft  Roman  colony  in  /?«««»  ^- 
firitain>  granted  by  the  ertipcror  Claudius  to  the  veterans^  ^?p,  '*! 
Who,  driving  out  the  natives,  fettled  there  j  but  they  were  ^''^'^'•* 
afterwards  tnemfelves,  in  a  general  infurre£tion,  either  ex- 
pelled, or  put  to  the  fword,  the  theatre^  the  temple  of  Clau- 

n  Caef.  Gomm.  lib.  v.  cap.  %i.  ^  •  Tacit,  lib.  Sv.  cap.  j^j. 
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diu8,  and  the  fcver^l  villas  in  the  neighbourboodj  belonging 
to  the  Roman  commanders,  being  totally  demolifhed  by 
the  incenfed  Britons^  who  beheld  the  cotonj  as  the  feat  of 
flavery  ^ 

IcMw*  The  country  bordering  on  that  of  the  Trinobantes^  conv 

prehcnding  the  counties  of  SttiFolk,  Norfolk^  Cambridge, 
and  Huntingdon,  was  inhabited  by  the  Iceni,  called  by  Pto- 
lemy Simeni,  and  by  others  Tigeni.  Camden  is  of  opinion^ 
s  that  the  Iceni  were  the  people  whom  Caefar  calls  Ceno- 

magni'.  To  them  belonged  the  following  places,  m^a- 
tioned  both  by  Ptolemy  and  Antoninus,  Villa  Fauftiaiy 
Cambretoninm,  Sitomagus,  Venta  Icenorum,  Garienis 
O&ium,.  Iciani,  BranRodi»m|  and  Dnrobrivse,  now  St.  Ed- 
mund&ury,  Bretenham,  Thetford,  Caftle,  Yarmouth,  Ich- 
bo rough,'  l^rancafter,  Dornford.  Jn  the  Roman  times,*  the 
commander  of  the  horfe  under  the  count  of  the  Saxoa 
ihore  was  ftationed  at  Oftium  Garienis,  called  alfo  Oppi- 
-duni  Garianorum  v  »nd  the  Dahaoatian  horfe,  as  appears 
Irom  the  Notitia,  at  Brannodun»m.  To  thefe  we  may  add 
Camboritum,  mentioned  by  Antoninus  though  not  by  Pto- 
kmy^  and  in  the  Itinerary  placed  on  the  Cam,  where  the 
prefenit  town  of  Cambridge  ftands ;  which  Camden  fuppofes 
to  have  been  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  Camboritum. 

Cifkam.  ^  the  Iceni  bordered  the 'Coritani,  whofe  country  €om* 

frekended  Northamptonfhire,  Leicefterihire,  RQtland(bire> 
lincc^fbire,  Nottinghamihire,  and  Derby&ire.  Their 
chief  phccs  were,  Lindum,  Lincoln;  Tripontium,  Tow- 
eefter  \  Bennavenna  or  Beneventa,  thought  to  be  Northami^ 
ton ;  Ratas,  or,  as  Ptolemy  calls  it,  Rage,  according  to 
Camden,  Leicefter;  Verometum,  Burrowhill;  Margidu* 
jium,  Margedoverton ;  Pontes,  Panton  \  Crococolanum^ 
and  Agelocnm,  or,  as  Camden  will  have  it»  AdeXocvim, 
Idlcton.'  Lindum^  called  by  Bede,  Lindoeolina  civftas» 
wady  according  to  Ptolemy,  the  metropolis  of  the  Coritanr* 
In  this  eountay,  between  the  fprings  of  the  Nen  and  the 
Avon,  are  ftill  vifible  the  ruins  of  SMicientfortlfications^raiid 
Aftilitary  fences,  erefied,  as  Can»den  believes,  by  Oft^ovi«s 
Mivefnor  of  Britain,  after  he  had  fortified  she  baab  of  the 
Severn^  the  Avon,  and  the  Nen,  in  order  t&  prevent  the  ir- 
yuptions  of  thofe  who  mhabited  Wales,  and  the  noFth  parts 
of  Britain.  When  the  banks  of  the  two  latter  rivers,  the 
^ne  rimning  eaftward,  and  the  other  weftward,  were  wall 
defended,  the  only  pafiage  from  the  north  into  the  hither 
part  of  Britain  was  between  the  fprings  of  thofe  two  fivers  ^ 
and  this  pafs  was  foiti&ed  with  fifong  works^  the  mina  9f 
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>trii(ctl  ale  i^ili  to  be  feen  at  GiMfborough  and  l)anhtf . 
Ofiorius,  fays  Tacitus  S  after  having  difarmed  fuch'as  were 
fufpe£tedi  by  fortifying  the  banks  of  the  Ahtona  and  Sa* 
brina,  rcftrained  tbem  from  breaking  into  the  province) 
-wherej  inilead  of  Antona^  mentioned  by  no  other  writer^ 
Camden  reads  Aufona,  or  Avona»  Which  name  was  com^ 
inon  to  tht  Nen  and  Avon  K 

To  the  weft  of  the  Goritani  were  (ituated  the  Cornavii,'  Corna^L 
who,  according  to  Ptolemy's  defcriptioii  of  their  conntryi 
feem  to  hate  poiTeired  Warwickfliire,  Worcefteiihire^  Staf-- 
fordfliire,  Shropfliife,  and  Chefhirek  Their  chief  towns  were 
Branonium^  or,  as  Ptolemy  calls  tt>  Branogenium^  WdF» 
^fter;  Fraefidium*  on  tKe  Aufona  or  Avona,  Warwick^ 
wkere  the  prefect  or  commander  of  the  Dalmatian  horfcs 
Wa^  pofted,  by  the  appointment  of  the  governor  of  Britain* 
tta  we  read  in  the  Notitia  ;  Pennocrucium,  Penkridge ;  Vi^^ 
toconium  Or  Uricomium,  the  metropolis  of  the  Comavii^ 
pfobabiy  built  by  the  Romans,  when  they  fortified  the 
banks  of  the  Severn,  which  is  here  fordable^  and  n<>  where 
lower.  It  is  now  a  fmall  village^  called  Wrockceften  Out 
lof  its  rtxins  fofe  the  prefent  town  of  Shre^fribury.  Ddra^  or 
t>eunat  on  the  river  Deva,  from  whence  the  towa  bor«> 
towed  its  name^  now  Chefter.  It  was  anciently  a  ftomaii 
cfriony,  and  the  ftation  of  the  twisntieth  legion^  furmmed 
Vi^iz.  Condate,  Congleton;  and  Butuniutni  now  Ronton* 

The  prmcipality  of  Wales,  formerly  comprehending  the  Silgrts^ 
Whold  country  beyo^  the  Severni  was»  in  the  Roman 
timeSf  inhabited  by  the  Silures,  the  Demetae^  and  the  Ot^ 
devices.  To  tkefe  belonged  iiot  only  the  twelve  counties 
of  Wa)es>  but  likewife  the  two  others  lying  beyond  Ae  Se*- 
Vem ;  namely,  HerefordQiire  ahd  Monraouthfhire,  now' 
teckoaed  among  the  Englifli  counties.  The  Silufes  zni 
£)emei&  inhabited  that  diftrid  which  is  now  known  by  the 
tiame  of  South  Wales,  and  comprifes  the  following  coun* 
ties,  RadnorOiire,  Brecknocklhire,  GiamorganOiire,  with 
HerefonUhire  and  Monmoutbfliire.  With  refpe£);  to  the 
origin  of  the  people*  Tacitus  is  of  opinion^  that  they  came 
ociginaUjr  frpn^  Spain»  on  account  of  their  ruddy,  com* 
plexion,  tbetr  eurled  haiiri  and  their  (ituation  over-agaitift 
that  country.  They  were  a  warlike  people,  of  great  iatre*^ 
^idity  and.  refolution,-  utterly  averfe  to  ictvitude,  and  grea(t 
fticklers  for  liberty.  In  Herefofdfliire  ftood  Bletium,  now 
the  Old  Town  on  the  Munow  v  aild  about  three  tbort  miles 
weft  of  the  prefent  city  of  Herefotd,  hear  the  viUage  q£ 
Kenchefterj  Ariconium)  mentioned  by  Antoninus.    In  this 
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country  arc  to  be  fecn  the  vcftiges  of  feveral  Roman  CTtmp^^ 
In  Brccknockfliire,  towards  the  north,  where  it  is  dividt  J 
from  Radnorihire  by  the  Wye,  fome  place  BuUxum  Silu- 
jom  ;  but  Others  think  it  ftood  in  Ghmorganfliire.  Breck- 
nock, the  chief  town  of  the  county,  was  inhabited  in  ther 
Roman  timesT,  a»  appeaF»  from  feveral  coins  found  there, 
from  a  brick  dtfcovered,  with  this  infcFiption,  1.2.G,  11.  aug# 
and  from  a  fquare  camp  near  this  place,  called  by  the  na- 
tives Gaer,  that  \Sy  fortification. 
fnnmSi"  In  Monmouthfhire,  about  three  miles  from  ChepfVow, 
which  (lands  near  the  conflux  of  the  Wye  and  the  Severn, 
is  placed  by  all  our  antiquaries  Venta  Silurum*,  called  to 
(bis  day  Caer-Went,  that  is,  the  city  Venta ;  but  now  only 
fomerttins  of  it  are  to  be  feen.  On  the  north-weft  border 
of  the  county  ftood  Gobannium,  mentioned  by  Antoninus, 
at  the  junSion  of  the  Ifca,  now  Wyflc  or  Uik,  and  the  Go- 
tenni,  whence  it  took  the  name  of  Gobannium,  which, 
with  a  fmali  alteration,  it  retains  to  this  day,  being  called 
Aber-Gavenni,  that  is,  the  confluence  of  the  Gavennr  or 
Gobannium.  About  twelve  miles  from  Gobannium^  An- 
toninus places  Burrium,  where  the  Birdhin  of  Birthin  falls 
ifnto  the  Uik.  This  place  is  now  known  to  the  Welfli  by 
the  nanre  of  Brynbiga,  and  to  the  Engliffa  bv  that  of  Uflc, 
Gn  the  other  fide  the  Uflc,  twelve  miles  from  Burrium, 
ftood  Ifca  Silurum,  where  the  fecond  legion  was  ftationed  ; 
whence  it  is  ftyled  by  Antoninus,  Legio  Secun'da,  and  by 
the  Britons,  to  this  day,  Caer-Lheion,  6t  Caer-Wyfk',  that 
is,  the  city  of  the  legion^  of  of  the  river  Uflc.  The  Legio 
Secunda,  called  alfo  Britannica  Secunda,  was  raifed  by  Aii- 
^uftus,  and  removed  from  Germany  into  Britain  by  Clau-* 
dius,  under  the  condud  of  Vefpaflan,  to  whom,  upon  his 
afpiring  to  the  empire,  it  fecured  the  British  legions.  It 
was  plafced  in  garrifon  at  Hba  by  Jolius  Frontkius  againft 
the  Siliires  •,  and  long  after  that,  in  the  reign  of  Valenti- 
nian,  tranflated  from  thence  by  count  Theodofius,  the  fa- 
ther of  Theodofius  the  Great,  to  Rutupiae,  as  we  read  in 
the  Notitia  and  in  MarcellinuS  ^.  At  Ifca  Siluram,  many 
monuments  of  afrttiqnity,  have  been  difcovered,  as  the  reader 
will  find  in  Catmden  *.  The  moft  fouthern  county,  fcmnerly 
belonging  to  the  Silures,  is  Glamorganfhire,  where,  at*  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  Remney,  which  divides  it  on  the 
eaft  from  Monmoutbfiiire,  is  Caer-Phily  caftle,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  Camden,  the  moft  nobl«  and  ancient  piece  of  archi- 

tenure  remaining  in  Britain.    That  this  caftle  was^  built 
» 
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ly  tte  Romans  fecms  extremely  probable,  though  we  h^ve 
fio  other  rcafon  to  conclude  it  Roman  but  the  ftatelinefs  of 
its  ftrudure,  no  Roman  inforiptions,  ftatues,  coins,  or  other 
monuments  of  antiquky,  having' ever  been  dif covered  there. 
Camden  thinks  it  was  the  BHliseum  Srlurumy  of  which  we* 
have  fpoken  above. 

The  remaining  part  lof  South  Wales,  comprehending  DenuUn 
Caer-Mardhinftiire,  Pem-brokcflvire,  and  Cardiganihire,  was 
likewife  inhabited,  according  to  Pliny,  by  the  Siiures ;  but 
P;tolemy,  to  whom  Britain  was  better  known,  placed  an* 
other  nation  here,  caHed  by  him  Demetse  and  Dimetae.  In 
the  country  of  the  Demetae  Ptolemy  takes  notice  only  of 
iwo  places,  Loventi4]*m  or  Litentium,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tuerohi$,-now  the  Towy,  and  Maridunum,  or,  as  Antoninus 
calls  it)  Muridunum,  now  Caer-Mardhin. 

The  country  now  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  North  Ordo9fic0s 
WaleSy  and  comprehending  Montgomerylhire,  Merioneth- 
fliire,  Caernarvonihire,  Denbighfhire,  and  PHntftiire,  was 
inhabited  by  the  Ordovices,  a  brave  and  powerful  nation, 
who  defended  therafelves  firil  againftthe  Romans  and  after- 
wards againft  the  Engliih,  when  the  other  Britons  were 
fabdued  ;  foj  by  the  Romans  they  were  not  reduced  till  the 
time^f  Domitian,  nor  by  the  Englifli  till  the  reign  of  Henry 
L  In  their  country,  namfrfy,  in  Montgomery  (hire,  where 
the  village  of  Meivod  isiituated  at  prefent,  ftood  formerly^ 
according  to  the  conjefl^iFes  of  the  beft  antiquaries,  the  • 
city  of  Mediolanum,  celebrated  both  by  Ptdeniy  and  An- 
toninuB.  Befide^  Mediolanum,  Antoninus  mentions  feveral 
6ther  places  in  the  country  of  the  Ordovices,  fuch  as  Segon- 
tium,  on  the  river  Sejant,  whence,  without  all  doubt,  it 
took  its  name ;  Conovium,  now  Conway,  and  Varis,  of 
which  the  ruins  were  to  be  feen  in  Camden's  time,  «e*r  the 
village  of  Bodwar.  In  this  country  are  the  veftiges  of  fe- 
deral ancient  forts  raifed  by  the  Romans,  to  awe  and  keep 
k  fubje&ion  the  natives.  Oppofite  Caernarvonihire  lies  the 
iiland  -©f  Mona,  now  Anglefey,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  m^^^^ 
druidsi  fird  attempted  by  Paulir^us  Scietonius,  and  after-  m^iul. 
wards  reduced  by  Agricola.  It  was  called  in  the  Britiih 
tongue  Mon,  and,  when  conquered  by  the  £ngliCb|  An* 
^leiey,  that  as,  the  Englifh  Iiland. 

The  Brigantes,  whomStephanus  calls  Brigse,  -a  tiumer-  Brigautes* 
ou8  and  powerful  people,  and  much  commended  by  the  an- 
cient writers,  pofleffed  Yorkfliireand  the  biihoprick  of  Dur- 
ham towards  the  eaft  and  the  German  oc^an,  and  to  the 
weft  LancUfhire,  Weftmorland,  and  Cumberland.  In  York- 
Aiire,  and  in  the  Weft-riding,  on  the  Dan,  novfr  the  Don, 
Aood  the  city  of  DanuQ;t«  mentioned  by  Antoninusi  and  in 
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die  Notitki  called  the  ftation  of  the  Crifpinian  horfe.  JXcom 
fiius  ftyies  it  Caer-Dann  \  but  k  is  now  known  by  the  name 
of  Doncafter.  Olicana,  mentioned  by  Ptoiemy,  is,  from 
Its  fituation  with  refpe^  X6  Eboracum  or  York,  thought  by 
Camden  to  have  been  the  fpot  where  Ilkly*on»the-Wharf 
now  {lands.  It  was  rebuilt  in  the  reign  of  Sevcrus  by  Vi» 
rius  Lupus,  legate  and  propraetor  of  Britain,  as  appears 
from  an  ancient  infcrtption  dug  up  there  ^.  The  fecoii4 
cohort  of  the  Lingones  was  quartered  here.  Near  dse  con- 
fluence of  the  Calder  and  the  Are  ftands  the  fmail  village  of 
Caftleford,  formerly,  according  to  Camden,  LageoUaRi^ 
or,  as  Antoninus  ftyles  it,  Lagetium.  Colcaria,  according 
lo  fome  T^dcaftcr,  according  to  others  Aberford,  is  men- 
tioned by  Antoninus,  but  not  by  Ptolemy.  Kurtum  Bri- 
gantum  is  placed  by  both  on  the  Ure ;  and  by  Camden 
thought  to  have  been  (ituated  where  the  prefent  village  of 
Aldborough  ftands,  at  a  fmall  diftancc  from  Boroughbridge« 
fhraeumt  Ebpfacumor  £^uracum,  now  York,  on  the  Oufe,  was  the 
V0W  Tork.  metropolis  of  the  Brigantes.  It  owed,  no  doubt,  its  origin 
and  grandeur  to  the  Ron^ans,  for  it  was  both  a  Roman  co? 
lony  and  a  municipium,  as  appears  from  feveral  ancient  in- 
fcriptions  *.  The  fixth  legion,  called  Vidrix,  fent  out  of 
Germany  into  Britain,  was  quartered  here  in  the  time  of 
the  Antdnine$,  and  likewife  the  ninth  in  GalbaS  r6ign.  Jn 
this  city  the  emperors  had  z  palace,  in  which  Septimiu^ 
^verus  and  Conftantius  Chlorus  died.  In  the  £a(t<^riding, 
about  feven  miles  from  York,  ftood  Derventio,  now  Aii}<lbyj| 
H  fmall  ¥illage  on  the  Derwent,  formerly  Derventio.  At 
the  fam^  diftance  from  the  Abus,  now  the  Humberf  where 
the  fmall  town  of  Wigton  ftands,  ftood,  in  the  Roman 
limes,  Oelgoviti^ ;  and  on  the  promontory,  called  by  Pto* 
icmy,  Occllunj,  now  Holdcrneffej  the  city  of  Praetpriums 
now  Patrington, 
Mimark-  "  The  only  places  in  Lancaihhre  mentioned  by  AntoninuSji 
abu  places  ^pc  MancMnittrn»  now  Manchefter ;  and  Alone,  called  in 
inlftt-  the  Notitia,  Alione,  pow  Lancafter,  the  chief  town  of  the 
y^wrr  ^Unty,  to  which  it  gives  name.  In  Wcftmorland,  two  (hort 
feff^  miles  from  the  Ituna  or  I^cn,  ftood  Veterae,  now  a  village 

called  Burgh.  Not  far  from  hence  ftood  Aballaba  on  the 
Ituna,  the  ft^tion  of  the  Mauri  Aureliani.  It  retains  its 
ancient  name,  being  now  called  by  contra^ion  Apelby.  At 
Whallpp  caftle  appear  vaft  ruins  of  an  ancient  town,  where 
Roman  cojns  and  virns  have  been  frequently  dug  up.  Her^ 
Oood,  according  tp  Camden,  Gallagum,  mentioned  by  PtOr 
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'llhny,  and  called  by  AntonintisyGallatutn  ;  whi^h  conjec- 
ture agrees  with  the  diftances  in  the  Itinerary.  From  this 
place  an  old  caufeway  runs  almoft  in  a  ftrait  line  for  about 
twenty  miles,  to  Cacr-Varran,  near  the  Pidls  wall.  Upon 
this  caufeway,  now  commonly  called  t^  Maiden-way,  Cam- 
den thinlcs  that  the  ftations  and  manfions,  mentioned  bjr 
Antomn«is  in  his  ninth  Iter^  were  fettled.  At  Brougham, 
according  to  Camden,  the  ancient  Brocovum  and  Brevooia- 
<om  of  Antoninus,  called  in  the  Notitia,  Brocaniacum, 
where  a  cohort  of  the  Dcfcnfotes  was  quartered,  feveral 
coins  and  other  monuments  of  antiquity  have  been  found. 
In  Cmmberland  the  fea^coaft  was  fortified  by  the  Romans  Cvmber* 
in  fiich  places  as  were  convenient  for  landing.  /»»</,  &c. 

Many  remains  of  antiquity  are  ftill  vifible  at  Morefby,  Remains  §^ 
perhaps,  as  the  prefent  name  feems  to  imply,  the  Morbium  ^ww^w//* 
of  the  ancients,  where,  according  to  the  Notitiay  the  Equi- 
tes  Catafrada  were  quartered.     At  the  head  of  the  Wize,  a 
tmaR  riyer  wiiich  falls  into  the  Waver,  are  the  ruins  of  a« 
ahcient  townf  .called  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  Old 
Carliile,  perhaps  the  Caftra  Explorjitorumi  placed  fome- 
where  hereabout  by  Antoninus ;  for  it  is  feated  on  a  high 
liill,  and  therefore,  as  it  commands  a  free  profpefb  round 
the  country,  was  very  convenient  for  difqovering  an  enemy. 
From  feveral  infcriptions  it  appears  that  the  Ala,  named 
Augufta^  and  Augufta  Gordiana,  was  quartered  here  in  the 
time  of  the  emperor  Gordiam     A  little  higher  jets  out  a 
(mall  promontory,  below  which  is  a  large  arm  of  the  fea,  at 
prefent  the  boundary  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  formerly 
of  the  Roman  province  and  the  country  of  the  Pids.    Oa 
this  promontory  ftood  Blatobulgium,  now  Bulnefs,  from  . 
which,  as  the  moft  remote  limit  of  the  province  of  Britain^     - 
Antonintis  begins  his  Itinerary.     At  filatobutgium  are  fre^ 
quently  found  Roman  coins  and  infcriptions.     A  mile  be- 
j^nd  it^  at  low  water,  are  to  be  feen  the  foundations  of  the 
famous  wall  called  the  Fi&s  Wall,  built  by  the  Romans  to 
feftrain  the  Barbarians  from  breaking  into  the  province. 
Though  a  vait  arm  of  the  fea  comes  up  here  about  eight 
miles,  called  by  Ptolemy  Itnnae  ^ftuartum,  now  Solway« 
frith,  yet  at  low  water  the  Scots  and  Pidls  found  means  to 
ford  it. 

Upon  the  fame  frith  ftands  Drumburg  caftle,  formerly  //imt^t  ^/^ 
a  Roman  ftation;  and  thought  by  Gale  10  be  the  ancient  '^^rium. 
Blatobulgium.  This  frith  is  called  by  Ptolemy,  Ituna  iEf- 
tuarium,  from  the  river  Ituna,  now  Eden,  wliich  here  falls 
bto  the  bay.  It  is  now  called  Solway-frith,  from  the  town 
of  Solway  m  Scotland  (landing  upon  it.  At  the  prefent 
Burgh-upon-Sands  was  another  Roman  ftation.  At  a  fmall 
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diftance  from  the,  confluence  of  the  Eimot  and  the  Lodar 
(lands  Penrcth,  according  to  Gale^  the  Vorcda  of  AntCH 
xiinus.  The  city  of  Carliile,  having  the  Eden  to  the  north» 
^  the  Petervil  to  the  eaft,  and  the  Caude  to  the  Weft,^  was 
by  the  Romans  called  Luguvallum,  Lugubal]um»  and  Jjixr 
gubalia.     The  word  vallum  was  no  doubt  derived  from  that 
famous  vallum  of  the  Romans,  which  ran  cUfe  to  the  city. 
The 'word  lugus  or  lucus,  fignified  among  the  Celtae,  whp 
fpoke  the  fame  language  as  the  Britons,  a  tower  \  for  what 
Antoninus  calls  Lugo-Auguili,    Pomponius  Mela  ftyles 
Turris  Augufti ;  fo  that  Lugovallum  fignifies  a  tower  on  thf 
vallum.    This  city  was  a  place  of  great  confequence  in  the 
Roman  times,  as  appears  from  feveral  monuments  of  an^ 
tiquity  found  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  from  the  frequent 
mention  made  of  it  by  the  ancient  writers* 
OttaMnu         Ne^t  to  the  Brigantes,  Ptolomy  places  the  Ottadini,  Ot? 
tadeni,  or  Ottalini,  according  to  the  various  readings  of  the 
feveral  copies.  Camden  reads  Ottatinos,  becaufe  they  dwelt 
ultra  Tinam,  beyond  the  Tyne.    Their  country  extended 
from  the  waU  at  leaft  to  the  Tweed,  and  was  afterwards  part 
of  the  ptovince  Valentia  ;  for  fo  count  Theodofius  tiamed 
it,  after  he  had  recovered  \K  by  drivipg  out  the  Barbarians, 
It  is  now  called  Northumberlar^d,  as  lying  north  of  the  Hum* 
ben  ^  lathis  country,  near  Caer-Vorrap,  part  of  the  walj 
was  ftill  (landing  in  Camden's  timcy  fifteen  feet  in  height, 
and  nine  in  breadth.     Bede  writes  that  it  was  only  twelvQ 
feet  high  s  and  his  account  is,  generally  fpeaking,  exa£i;.| 
for  where  there  has  not  been  any  extraordinary  fortification^ 
what  was  ftill  ftanding  in  Camden's  time  came  near  to  that 
height,  and  no  part  exceeded  it.   The  breadth  which  Bede 
allows  of  eight  feet,  is,  pretty  exa£l ;  for  every  where  it  ftill 
exceeds  feven.     In  this  country  haye  beeri  difcpvered  many 
monuments  of  antiquity,  of  which  the  reader  will  find  an  ac? 
count  in  Camden  '<     Beyond  the  wall,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tina  or  Tyr^e,  ftood  Segedunu^,  now  Seton,  where  re-* 
fided,  according  to  the  Notitia,  the.  tribvme  of  the  fixth  cohort 
of  the  Lergi.  At  a  fmall  diftar^ce  frqm  Segedunum,  Antoni- 
nus places  Corftorpitum,  or,  asCarndenreadsit,  Morftorpi-. 
turn,  according  tQ  him  MQrpet)i.    Oi^  tl^e  x^orth  fide  of  the; 
Alaunus,  now  the  Aln,  and  not  far  from  that  river,  ftoo^ 
lincientFy  Bremenimri)  from  which  Antoninus  begins  his 
£rft  journey  in  Bdtain.    Sorne  take  Qremenium  to  be  Ro-* 
chefter,  near  the  head  of  the  Rheady  others  to  be  Bramp- 
ton.    At  Gabrofentuni,  according  to.  fome  Newcaftle,  waa 
quartered  the  fecond  cohort  of  the  Thrac\ai^$.    The  coun^? 
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try  of  the  Ottadmi  reached  to  Edinburgh-frith ;  but  the  only  ^' 
|)iaces  taken  notice  of  by  the  ancients  between  Bremenium 
and  that  frith,  called  by  the  Roman  writers  Bodotrise  i£ftu- 
^rium,  are  Taei  or  Tavi  Oftium,  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed, 
and  Caftra  Alata,  thought  by  all  our  anticjuaries  to  be  Edin- 
burgh. On  the  well  coaft,  between  Solway  and  Dumbritoa 
friths,  are  plsi$:ed  by  Ptolemy  the  Selgovae,  and  the  towns 
Trimontium  and  Oxellum,  fubjeft  to  them. 

To  the  north  of  the  Selgovae  were  the  Damnii,  in  whofe  Silgovm* 
country*  extending  to  Dumbriton-frith,  anciently  Glotse  Damniu 
^ftuarium,  ftood  the  following  towns  defcribcd  by  PtOr 
iemy ;  Colania,  Corla,  Alauna,  and  Vi£loria.  The  Horefti,  Horgfik 
mentioned  by  Tacitus,  are  placed  by  Camden  between  thq 
Selgovae  and  the  Ottadini.  Agricola  entered  their  country^ 
as  we  read  in  Tacitus,  and  having  received  hoftages,  com** 
manded  his  admiral  to  fail  round  Britain.  Hence  Camdeii 
Jnfers,  that  their  country  bordered  on  Solway-frith,  and  that 
the  Roman  fleet  was  then  riding  there.  In  this  voyage  were 
difcovered  the  Orcades,  unknown  to  the  world  till  that 
time.  That  narrow  neck  of  land,  by  which  Glotee  an4 
Bodotrise  JBftuaria,  that  is,  Dumbriton  and  Edinburgh 
friths,  arms  of  different  feas,  are  kept  from  joining,  wa$ 
fortified  by  Agricola  with  garrifons  and  caflles ;  by  which 
pieans  all  Britain,  on  tfcis  fide,  being  pofTefled  by  the  Ro- 
jQttans,  tl)e  Barbarians  were  removed,  as  it  were,  into  anothei: 
jdand* 

Thofe  wjio  dwelt  beyond  the  two  friths,  are  by  Dio  Caf-^  MmoU^ 
Sus  coi^iprebended  under  the  two  denominations  of  Maeatae  CaUduA 
and  Caledonii.     The  foutb  part  of  Britannia  Barbara,  as 
the  Roman?  ftyled  if,  wa?  poffefTed  by  the  former,  and  the 
porth  part  by  tlje  latter.     From  the  Caledonii,  Calidones, 
Deucal^donii,  or*  DicalidoneS|  as  they  are  flyled  by  dif« 
fcrent  authors,  the  riorth  part  of  Britain  was  called  Caledo- 
nia.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  Pifts  either  by  Tacitus  or  p;^ 
Ptolemy  \  but  under  that  denomination  the  Caledonians 
were  comprehended  in  Conftantine's  tiipe  ;  **  I  do  not  men- 
tion (fays  Eumenius  in  his  panegyric  upon  that  prince)  the        / 
liroods  and  marfhes  of  the  Caledonians  arid  other  Pifts  *.'* 
And  Ammianus  Marcellinus  writing  of  the  time  of  Valen- 
tinian  and  Valeps-:  "  The  Pifts  (fays  he),  under  which  de- 
nomination  are  comprehended  the  Oicalidones  and    the 
Veduriones,  the  Attacotti  likewife,  a  warlike  nation*  and 
the  Scotti,  roaming  about,  committed  great  devaflations  **.'* 
Hence  it  is  manifeft,  that  in  the  rejgps  of  thofe  two  princes, 

>  Eumen.  Panegyr.  Con(^  cap.  7*  ^  Ammiaiit  Marcell*  lib. 

fivii,  cap^  i8.  Vale£  capi  i8, 
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the  Attacotti,  and  the  Scotti  or  Scots,  were  two  dificrcnt 
nations  from  the  Caledonii  and  the  Pids.     Thus  far  of  ihc 
inhabitants  of  Britain,  of  their  towns  and  territories,  wbiie 
the  Romans  were  maftcrs  of  the  ifland^  in  the  defcription 
of  which  we  have  followed  Ptolemy,  Antoninus,  and  our 
beft  modem  antiquaries  :  but  after  all,  we  cannot  pretend 
exa£ll]r  to  afcertain  the  bounds  of  fo  many  diflerent  nations, 
fubjeft  to  fuch  a  number  of  kings  who  were  continually 
making  encroachments  upon  each  other. 
'   We  cannot  difmifs  this  fubjeft  without  defcribing  the 
walls  or  ramparts  raifed  by  the  Roman  emperors  in  this 
ifland,  to  fecure  the  countries  belonging  to  Rome  againft 
the  incurfions  of  the  northern  Barbarians.  That  three  walls 
were  erefted  for  that  purpofe  by  three  different  emperors, 
is  manifeft  from  hiftory.    Of  thefe  the  firft  and  hithermoft 
Mdrian^i     was,  without  all  doubt,  the  work  of  Adrian ;  for  Spartian 
MvaU.         tells  us  in  exprefs  terms,  that  he  was  the  firft  who  by  a  wall 
or  rampart  eighty  miles  in  length,  feparated  the  Romans 
and  Barbarians  ^    This  wall  is,  by  our  beft  antiquaries, 
placed  between  Solway-frith  and  Tinmouth  ;  and,  indeed, 
confidering  its  extent,  it  can  be  placed  no  where  elfe.  This 
wall  or  rampart  was  made  fays  Spartian,  in  tnodum  nturalis 
fepis^  or  fepti^  that  is,  after  the  manner  of  a  mural  hedge^ 
with  large  flakes  fixed  deep  in  the  ground,  and  fattened  to- 
gether.    Upon  it  flood  Pons  ^lia,  perhaps  Pont  Eland  in 
Northumberland,  ClafTis  ^lia,  Cohors  ^lia,  and  Ala  Sa<- 
biniana,  which  took  their  names  from  ^lius  Adrianus  and 
his  wife  Sabina,    In  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  the  fuc* 
ceflfor  of  Adrian,  the  Brigantes  revolted;  butLoIIius  Urbi- 
cus,  then  governor  of  Britain,  having  overcome  them,  and 
driven  back  the  Barbarians,  built  another  wall  of  turf  or 
earth,  fays  Capitolinus,  in  the  life  of  Antoninus  Pius**. 
Ani9nhiui*9      As  no  ancient  writer  mentions  the  place  where  this  fe- 
WttSl*         cond  wall  was  built,  it  is  impofTible  to  determine  it  whh 
any  certainty.     Some  learned  antiquaries  place  it  between 
the  friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde :  but  Camden  and  Brietius^ 
upon  the  authority  of  a  very  ancient  chorographical  table, 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  began  at  the  mouth  of  the  Taus  or 
Tweed,  and  was  carried  fouthward  to  the  head  of  the  Efk 
in  Elkdaie,  fo  as  to  fecure  the  eaft  coaftj  and  inclofe  part 
of  the  country  of  the  Ottadini. 
SeveruiU        That  a  third  wall  was  built  by  the  emperor  Severus  is 
iFall.  evident  from  Spartian,  who,  in  the  life  of  that  prince,.  te}fS 

us,  that  he  fecured  Britain  with  a  wall  carried  on  crofs  the 

«  Spartian.  in  Adrian,  cap.  ii.  ^  Capitol,  in  Antonin  Pjo, 
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ifland  froiyi  fea  to  fea  •.    The  hithermoft  wall  was,  as  we 
have  obfcrved  already,  built  by  Adrian,  not  with  ftonc,  but 
turf  or  earth,  and  defended  by  a  rampart,  and  (harp  ftakes 
driven  deep  into  the  ground.     However,  it  is  certain,  that 
afterwards  a  (lone  wail  was  built  in  the  fame  place  ;  but     * 
wben,  or  by  what  emperor,  we- cannot  determine.    The  re-  RemaUi  tf 
mains  of  this  wail  were  (lill  to  be  feen  in  Camden's  time  (K).  a  fton» 
On  the  north  fide  of  the  wall  was  a  ditch  twelve  yards  ^^* 
broad.     In  fome  places  it  is  fix  yards  deep,  hewn  out  of  the 
folid  rock :  the  wall  itfelf  was  about  eight  feet  thick,  and 
in  very  few  places  built  upon  that  of  Adrian.     Camden 
imagines  this  to  be  the  wall  that  was  built  by  the  Romans 
about  the  piiddie  of  the  fifth  century,  upon  their  abandon- 
ing the  iflaad  :  but  one  legion  only  was  then  fent  over,  and 
^hat  was  foon  after  recalled ;  and  could  one  legion,  in  a 
very  fliort  time,  and  in  great  hafle  to  return,  build,  even 
with  the  affiftance  of  (he  Britons,  a  (tone  wall  eight  feet  in  ^ 

breadth,  twelve  in  height,  and  eighty  miles  in  length  ? 
This  appears  incredible,  and,  therefore,  we  are  inclined  to 
thmk,  that  this  laft  wall  was  built  upon  that  of  Severus  be- 
tween Bodotria  and  Glota,  where,  in  Buchanan's  time,  were 
difcovered  the  remains  of  a  (lone  wall  ^ 

But  of  all  the  noble  works  in  Britain,   Stonehenge  in  Stoneitngi, 
Wiltihire  is  juftly  efteemed  by  all  antiquaries  the  moft  an-  ^  dmidifi 
atxity  as  well  as  the  moft  curious,  both  for  the  ftupendous  ''^*« 
fize  and  the  elegant  difpofition  of  the  (tones  that  form  that 
fabric,  of  which  we  promifed  in  a  former  chapter  to  give 
Dttt  readers  foch  an  account  as  might  help  them  to  form  an 
idea  of  the  excellent  taite  of  thofe  druids,  who  were  the 
pro|e£tors  and  conduflors  of  it ;  and  might  fcrve  to  (hew 
^bc  nature  and  defign  of  all  other  works  of  this  kind  that 
are  extant  in  any  paits  of  Europe  (L),  where  they  bore 
any  authority. 

The 


e  Spart;  in  Vit.  Sever  cap.  it, 
fubrege  27. 

(K)  That  lejirned  antiquary 
traced  it  with  great  care,  and, 
according  to  theaccount  he  gives 
Ds  of  it,  it  began  at  Blat€i)ul- 
0um,  or  Bulpefs,  on  the  Irifh 
lea,  kept  along  the  fide  of  Sol- 
way-fiith  by  Burgh-gpon-Sands 
to  Lu|rovallum,  now  Carliile, 
where  it  paiTed  the  Ituna  or  £« 
4en.  Thence  it  was  carried  on 
profs  the  little  river  of  Caipb^k| 


^  Bucban.  Rer«  Scot!,  lib.  iv« 

where  the  ruins  of  a  great  cafile 
were  to  be  feen.  Afterwards 
paffing  the  rivers  Irthing  and 
Poltrofe,  it  entered  North um-^ 
berland,  and  through  thofe 
mountains  along  the  river  South- 
Tyne,wa?  continued  by  a  bridge 
over  North -Tyne,  and  ended 
at  the  German  ocean. 

(L)  Though  there  are  many 
of  tbe(jr  to  be  found  in  Ger- 

many. 
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4ind  Mt  *The  name  of  Stonehenge  being  of  Saxon  ^extra^ij  and 

iuik  by       (ignifying  barely  a  heap  of  banging  or  gallows  ilones*  is  fo 
dUktr  contemptible  a  denomination  for  fo  noble  a  work,  as  plainly 

^TMJ  or  jnipiigs  it  ^as  reared  long  before  their  coming  into  England. 
Had  they  been  the  builders  of  it,  or  capable  of  judging  o£ 
the  magnificence  of  that  work,  or  had  any  traces  of  its 
builders,  and  their  defign  in  It,  remained  in  their  time,  they 
would  doubtlefs  have  called  it  by  a  much  more  honourable 
name.  The  ancient  Britons  fpoke  of  it  only  by  long  and 
immemorial  tradition,  as  of  a  work  far  above  human  power  ( 
and  called  it  in  their  language  choir  ghaur,  which  (bme  in-r 
terpret  the  ^hoir  or  dance  tf  giantSy  on  account  of  a  general 
notion  that  ran  through  all  thofe  countries,  where  fuch 
heaps  of  vaft  ftones  were  fet  up,  that  they  were  the  works 
pf  giants  or  daemons ;  and  yet,  if  it  was  in  reality  a  ftruc-» 
jture  raifed  by  the  druids  for  religious  purpofes,  one  would 
imagine  it  muft  have  had  another  name.among  the  Britons 
Ufbo  profejSTed  that  religion,  and  doubtlefs  went  thither  at 
ftated  tim^s  to  worfhip.  fie  that  as  it  m^y,  antiquaries 
are  now  generally  agreed  that  this  work  is  previous  to  the 
firftdefcent  of  the  Romans ;  though  with  refpe£l  to  its  ufe» 
they  are  divided  in  opinion.  The  greater  part,  however, 
believe  it  to  have  been  a  temple  \  while  others  imagine  i( 
was  a  fepulchral  moniunent. 
pe/irihid.  This  fabric  is  (ituated  on  Salifbury  plain,  about  two  miles 
from  Amberfbury,  and  fix  from  Saliibury,  not  upon  the 
fummit  of  a  hill,  but  very  near  it;  the  approach  being  by 
a  very  eafy  afcent.  It  is  a  double  circle  of  great  upright 
ilones,  exhibiting  a  very  awful  and  auguft  appearance :  the- 
circumference  of  it  exceeds  that  of  the  outfide  of  St.  PauF$ 
cupola :  the  height  of  the  outward  c<»mice  is  eighteen  feet  * 
complete,  apd  that  of  the  inner  twenty-four  at  a  medium ; 
for  thefe  are  not  all  of  e<)ual  height :  the  height  of  the 
inner-circle,  or  rather  ellipfis,  bears  a  juft  proportion  to  the 
curve  of  the  circumference,  which  is  above  one  hundred 
feet,  and  was  one  fourth  part  of  it,  though  at  prefent  fom^ 
of  thefe  ftones  either  ftooping,  or  by  long  time  being  funk 
lower,  come  fomewhat  (hort  of  the  proportion  above-men- 
tioned.   The  noblenefs  of  their  lights  and  fliadeSf  as  well 

many,  France,  Spain,  Brabant,  the  Roman  power  never  reach - 

Holland,  &c.  yet  they  are  no-  cd.     They  are  to  be  fecn  in  all 

where  fo  frequent  a 8  in  the  Bri-  the    iflands    between  Scotland 

ti(h  iftes,  eveti,  as  our  author  and  Ireland,  in  the  ifle  of  Man, 

©bferves,  from  the  very  Land's  in  all  the  Orkneys,  and  are  nu- 

£nd  in  Cornwall  to  the  utmoft  merous  in  Ireland. 


]>romontory  in  Scotland,  where 
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as  the  variety  arifing  from  their  circular  form,  add  iot^e 
elegance  of  the  profpeft ;  fo  that  it  is  not  without  reafon 
that  our  great  Jones  blamed  Mr.  Camden  for  calling  it  fo  Camdeu^t 
contemjjtuouflv  as  he  doth  ifn  his  Britannia,  "  infana  fub-  f'^f'M* 
ftruaio/'  ^j."/"'' 

The  whole  IS  inclofcd  within  a  circular  ditch,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  thirty-five  yards  from  the  external  circle.  The  whole 
work  is  about  one  hundred  and  eight  feet  in  diameter ;  the 
outward  circle  confifted  of  fixty  ftones,  of  which  one  half 
were  upright,  and  the  other,  impofts,  laid  over  the  taps  of  the^ 
former,  to  which  they  were  fixed  by  mortices  and  tenons  \ 
the  lefler  circle  (landing  about  eight  feet  within  the  other, 
confifted  bf  forty  lefier  ftones  fliandrng  upright,  without  any 
impofts.     Seventeen  uprights  of  the  great  cirde  are  ftil! 
Itanding,  and  ten  of  the  other ;  fome  are  removed  from 
their  places ;  and  fome  arc  fallen.    Within  both  circles  is 
an  adytum,  or  cell,  compofed  of  upright  ftones,  and  over 
every  three  of  thefe  an  impoft.    The   whole  height  of  the 
outward  circle,  including  the  thrcknefs  of  the  impoft,  a- 
mouats  to  ten  cubits  and  a  half;  and  the  length  of  the  im- 
poft aver  the  grand  entrance,  to  eleven  feet  ten  inches ;  from 
which  dimenfions  the  reader  may  conceive  an  idea  of  the 
prodigious  bulk  of  thofe  ftones,  efpecially  when  he  confiders 
that  befides  what  appears  above  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
there  muft  be  a  confiderable  mafs  under  ground  to  give  a 
proper  ftability  to  each.     He  will  alfo  refledl  with  wonder 
upon  tHc  mechanical  power  which  muft  have  been  exerted, 
not  only  in  moving  thofe  huge  maffes  Cxteen  miles  from 
Marlborough  Downs,  from  whence  they  appear  to  have 
been  taken ;  but  aMb  in  raifing  and  fixing  fuch  imm'en(e 
impofts  upon  the  tops  of  the  uprights.     The  ftone  at  the 
tipper  end  of  the  celf,  which  is  fallen  and  broke,  has  been 
found  to  weigh  above  forty  tons,  and  would  require  one 
hundred  and  forty  oxen  to  draw  it :  they  feem  to  have  been 
firft  fct  up,  and  then  coarfely  chizzeled  5  but  are  quite  def- 
titue  of  ornament,  fculpture,  or  infcription  of  any  kind. 
Upon  the  whole,  Stonehefige  exhibits  one  of  the  moft 
ftriking  fcenes  of  ancient  ruins  now  extant.     It  ftands  in 
the  middle  of  an  extenfive  plain,  interfperfed  with  a  great 
number  of  circular  mounts  called  barrows,  of  different  di-  ^hi  har^ 
menfions.     The  largeft  is  inclofed  with  a  ditch,  a  hundred  rows  or 
cubits  in  diameter ;  thefe  are  fet  thicker  and  cipfer  in  one  ^«9"»^' 
place,  and  thinner  at  another.    Upon  digging  fome  of  them  ^'^^*** 
up,  there  have  been  found  human  bones,  urns,  fome  kinds 
of  beads,  and  other  pieces  of  glafs,  cryftal,  jet»  amber,  and 
many  female  trinkets>  cf  different  colours  and  metals ;  as    ' 

alfo 
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WtopoMs^     jSitfo  fwords,  hatehct$»  and  other  weapons  ^  which  plaint]^ 
ond  otktr    ihew  them  to  have  been  burying-places  \  bot  whether  of 
thtn^f         the  ancient  Britons,  Romans^  iiaions^  or  Danes,  is  not  eafjr 
Sggedout    ^Q  determine ;  though  that  they  belonged  to  the  firft  feems 
V  '  '^       nioft  probable  (M).    Thefe  barrows j-  however,  are  fo  thick 
about  the  neighbourhood  of  Stonebenge,  that  from  fame 
7Ar  great    ^^^^^^  ^  perfon  can  count  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  ^* 
number  of    Among  theni  one  may  obfervCf  in  fome  places*  two  or  morCf 
ikem.         fometimes  to  the  number  of  fix  or  feren^  inclofed  in  the 
fame  circle  or  ditch,  of  which  one  is  larger  than  the  rcftf 
and  feems  to  be  the  tomb  of  fome  bead  of  a  fanailyy  and 
the  reft  that  of  the  family  itCelf^    The  m^d  rematkable  ol 
nat  of      all  is  that  called  the  tomb  of  king  Carvi&H6»  who,  »t  th€ 
h'w^  Lar^    l^ejjl  qI  ^j,g  iceni,  fought  agaiaft  Julius  Caefar.     It  ftands 
^^^^*        on  the  other  Gde  of  Wilton,  anciently  Carvitimn*  fo  sumc^ 
as  is  fuppofed  from  that  monarch.    It  is  fituated  6n  an  enai^ 
nence>  and  of  a  confiderable  height }  ha&  four  tall  (lately 
trees  planted  on  the  top,  and  affords  an  extenfivc  profpe^ 
7kat  tailed  of  Salifbury  and  its  neighbourhood.  The  other,  called  Bii0i4 
Bu/hbar-     barrow,  is  beautifully  planted  by  the  (bepberds,  atul  Goav» 
f«^*       '  mands  the  profpefk  of  Stonebenge,  of  tbe  curfus,  or  ai^ 
cient  races,  and  of  all  the  barrows  around  that  plain^  b<)* 
fid^s  a  mo(\  elegant  and  fpacious  landfcape. 
Sionehenge      But  thefe  barrows  evidently  appear  to  have  been  buryiQg* 
probably      ptaces,  and  to  bear  a  kind  of  relation  to  the  fabric  kfelf, 
^fepuUhral  ^hi^h  is,  as  it  wcrc,  the  center  and  kebla  of  them.    Will 
maumenu   ^^^  ^j^^  deftroy  our  fuppofition  of  tbe  latter  beiog  likcwift 
a  fepulchral  monument  ?  Will  it  not  appear  abfurd  to  fup* 
pofe  fuch  a  noble  fabric  to  have  been  fubfervient  to  tk€ 
fame  ends  with  thofe  hillocks  whicb  arc  U^n  aroimd  it  \ 

s  Stonehenge  Reftored,  p.  lo,  43,  &  fec|>  b  Ibid»  p*  4^ 

&  plate  xxxi.  &  leq. 

(M)  The  Via  Icenia,  or  Ik*  rows«  there  was  a  broad  fwor4 

ening-dreet,    a  road  made  by  takeuout  of  one,  and  fent  mi 

the   Romans,    which    reached  Oxford  \  in  another  was  found 

frX)m  Norfolk  into  Dorfctihire,  a  weapon  of  the  fame  metal  likr 

infringes  upon  one  of  thofe  bar-  a  pole-ax,  which  weigjbed  tweo^* 

rows,  and  croflcs  fome  part  of  ty  pounds  :  out  of  a  third  was 

it ;  from  which  it  is  reafonable  dug  a  brafs  indrument,  cabled 

to  conclude,  that  thefe  barrows  celt,  fuppofed  to  have  belonged 

were  older  than  that  road  ( t  )*  to  ibnie  druid,  and  to  have  been 

Beiides  thofe  human  and  other  ufed  for  cutting  the  mifieto  of 

bones,   and    materials,    which  the  oaks, 
have  been  dug  out  of  thefe  t)ar* 

(i)  Stukeley*s  StoaehengCj  p.  3,  k  feq* 

and 
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and  will  It  not  be  more  reafonable  to  fuppofe  it  to  have  been 
a  temple,  than  a  monument  i  We  (bould  have  made  no 
difficulty  of  admitting  it  to  be  fuch  a  temple,  had  we  not 
fo  many  convincing  arguments,  that  neither  Celtes,  nor 
Gauls  and  Britons,  had  any  fuch  buildings  till  long  after 
the  coming  of  the  Romans.     However,  to  (hew  that  our  Somt  com- 
eonjefture  is  not  really  fo  inconfiflent  as  it  may  appear  at  j^^i^rts 
the  firft  fight,  we  fliall  obferve,  firft,  that  there  is  ar  mani-  f<'«^'r«'*f 
fell  difference  between  a  monnment  and  a  burying-place  ;  '''  '^^ 
and  that  the  latter  is  defigned  only  to  inclofe  the  lemains, 
and  the  other  to  preferve  the  memory  of  the  deceafed.  Thefe 
siigbt  be  appropriated  for  the  fepulture  of  great  perfonages ;.  ' 

and  this  to  burn  their  bodies,  to  be  afterwards  depoiited  in 
urnsy  and  conveyed  to  their  proper  burying-place:  the 
ftone  fabric  might  be  the  fepslchre  of  kings,  or  of  the  chief 
druid,  and  confequently  deferve  greater  magnificence  ;  or, 
hftly,  it  might  be  the  center  or  kebla,  in  other  words,  the 
point^of  view,  or  rather  of  diftance,  to  all  the  reft,  ere£led  ' 
at  the  charge  of  the  whole  nation,  defigned  not  only  as  a 
magnificent  monument,  or  rather  an  open  and  majeftic  edi* 
fice  for  the  performance  of  funeral  rites  to  the  whole  peo* 
pie,  and  more  efpecially  to  thofe  of  a  fuperior  rank  and 
merit,  but  likewife  to  afcertain  the  property  of  each  bar- 
row to  its  refpe^live  family,  by  the  number  of  cubits  or  fur- 
longs tbey  ftood  eaft  or  weft  from  it  ;  for  that  they  had  a 
clear  notion  of  the  points  of  the  compafs,  and  of  geometry, 
IB  evident  from  the  very  planting)  ftruftnre,  fituation,  and 
fymmetry  of  the  fabric. 

The  three  walls  which  we  have  already  defcribed,  were  Bfitattmm 
in  different  limes  the  boundaries  of  the  Roman  empire,  di?  Superior 
viding  Britannia  Romana  from  Britannia  Barbara ;  which  ^^.  ^** 
laft  appellation  they  gave  to  that  part  of  Britain  not  fubjedl  -^  ^''"'** 
to  Rome.     Biitannia  Romana  was  divided  into  Britannia 
Superior,  and  Britannia  Inferior,  or  Upper  aad  Lower  Bri- 
tain :  the  former  reached  from  the  Channel  at  Icaft  as  far  as 
Chefter,  comprehending  both  England  and  Wales,  as  they 
are  now  ftyled ;  for  on  one  hand  we  read,  in  Dio  Caffius^ 
that  the  legio  fecunda  Augufta  was  quartered  in  Upper  Bri- 
tain \  and  on  the  other,  in  Ptolemy,  that  it  had  its  ftation 
at  Ifca  Silurum,  now  Caer-Lheon,  about  four  miles  from 
the  Severn  in  Monmouthlbire.    Die  Caffius  alfo  tells  us»    ^ 
that  the  legio  vigefima,  called  likewife  Valeriana  and  Vic- 
trix,  was  quartered  in  Upper  Britain  ;  and  both  Ptolemy 
and  Antoninus  determine  the  place,  Deva,  now  Chefter,  on 
tfce  Deva,  now  the  Dee.     The  legio  fcxta  Viclrix  is  placed 
by  Dia  Caffius  in  Lower  Britain  ;  and  by  Antoninus,  as 
Wei)  as  by  Ptolemyi  at  Ebgucun^  or  York,  which  ftood  i^; 

Lower 
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Lower  Britain.  Under  this  divifion  was  comprifed  o^\f 
that  part  of  Britain  which  was  fubje£l  to  the  Romans,  the 
other  more  northern  part  being  diftinguiihed  by  the  name 
of  Britannia  Barbara  :  this  divifion  owed^  without  all  doubt^ 
its  origin  to  the  emperor  Severus,  who  having  fettled  tbe 
affairs  of  Britain,  divided  it,  as  we.  read  in  Herodian,  into 
two  prefedlures.  Before  that  prince's  r^ign,  no  mention  is 
made  of  any  divifion  of  Britain  ;  and  Ptolemy,  wiSo  divides 
Gerniany,  Pannonia,  and  Mcefia,,  into  Upper  and  Lower^ 
takes  no  notice  of  any  fuch  divifion  in  hts  defcription  of 
Britain  ;  a  convincing  proof  that  when  he  wrote^  that  isi 
in  the  reign  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  this  divifion  was  not  yet 
introduced*  If  Severus  was,  as  he  feems  to  have  been,  thb 
author  of  this  divifion,  Britannia  Inferior  extended  to  the 
ifthmus  between  Glota  and  Bodotria,  where  he  built  a  wall^ 
parting  Britannia  Romana  from  Britannia  Barbara. 
Britain  di*  Britannia  Romana,  comprehending  the  Upper  and  Lowef 
^gdintik    Britain,   was  firft  divided,  probably  by  Conftantine   the 

^^ment  ®'*^^^>  ^"^^  ^^^^  governments ;  Britannia  Prima,  Britannia 
Secunda,  Flavia  Caefarienfis,  and  Maxima  Csefarienfis.  Bri- 
tannia Prima  lay  between  the  Channel  on  one  fide,  and  the 
Thames  and  the  Severn  on  the  other;  Britannia  Secunda 
reached  from  the  Severn  to  the  Irifh  fea ;  Flavia  Cxfarienfis 
V^as  inclofed  by  the  Thames,  the  Severn,  and  the  Hunfiber ; 
and  Maxima  Csefarienfis  extended  from  the  Humber  to  A-^ 
(  drian's  Wall.    To  thefc  was  added  afterwards  the  province 

of  Valentia,  probably  fo  called  by  the  emperor  Valentinian 
from  his  brother  Valens ;  for,  in  tbe  reign  of  Valentiniani 
this  country,  extending  from  Adrian's  W^ll  to  the  friths  of 
Bodotria  and  Glota,  was  recovered  by  Theodofius,  fathcf 
of  the  emperor  of  that  name.    This  divifion  we  have  taken 
from  the  Breviary  which  Sex tus  Ruf us  wrote,  and  dedicated 
to  the  emperor  Valentinian.     Some  imperfeft  copies  of  this 
work  omit  Flavia  Caefarienfis  \  and  one  of  thefe  Camden 
has  followed. 
The  form        Each  of  thefe  provinces  had  its  particular  magiftratei 
^ftke  Ro»    fome  a  confular,  others  only  a  praefes  or  prefident.     They 
v^nment    ^^^^  ^^^>  according  to  the  Notitia,  fubjeft  to  the  vicarius  of 
$m  Briuitt.  Britain,  as  he  was  to  the  praefeftus  pnetorio  of  Gaul,  one 
of  the  four  prsefedi  praetorio  inftituted  by  Conftantine. 
^hiir  thiil  '^^^  vicar  of  Britain  had  feveral  officers  under  him,  for  the 
govern^      better  and  more  expeditious  adminiftration  of  civil  affairs  i 
mint,  namely,  his  princeps  or  lieutenant ;  a  cornicularius,  who 

publifhed  the  fentences  and  decrees  of/  the  vicar  and  other 
tnagiftrates,  and  was  fo  called  from^  cornu,  a  horn^  with 
the  founding  of  which  he  commanded  Clence  in  the  court  $ 
fwo  numerarii  or  accountants^  whofe  province  it  was  t9 

iaU 


\ 


^ht  Hiftory  of  Britain.  6^ 

lake  an  account  of  the  public  revenues  5  a  commentarlehfis 
or  gaoler,  fo  called  from  the  commentaria  or  kalendars  of 
the  prifoners,  which  he  kept,  and  delivered  to  the  judges ; 
officers  called  ab  a6lis,  that  is,  public  notaries,  who  wrote 
teftaments,  contrails,  and  other  inftruments  \  fccretaries 
called  de  cura,  and  de  cura  epiftolarum,  whofe  oflace  it  was 
to  write  and  fend  letters  and  difpatches  from  th«  govcrnxjrs 
of  the  provinces  to  the  femperor,  or  to  each  other.  Befides 
a  great  number  of  petty  officers,  informers,  purfuivants,  and 
apparitors,  the  vicar  had  under  him  the  governors  of  the 
five  above  mentioned  provinces,  who  were  three  prefidents,  •; 
and  two  confulars  ;  for  by  prefidents  were  governed  Britan- 
nia Prima.,  Britannia  Secunda,  and  Fiavia  Cxfarienfis  ;  and 
the  other  two.  Maxima  CaefarienGs  and  Valentia,  by  con^ 
iulal-s;  as  appears  from  the  Notitia,  and  this  difpofition 
was  agreeable  to  the  cufiom  of  the  Rornans,  who,  on  the 
decline  of  the  empire,  committed  to  confulars  the  care  of 
thofe  provinces  only*  that,  lying  next  to  the  enemy,  were 
inoft  expofed  to  their  attempts.  The  vicar  had  the  power 
of  jeverfihg  the  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  other  gover- 
nors ;  and  with  the  fame  power  was  the  prsefeftus  prastorid 
of  Gaul  veftedj  over  the  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  vicar. 
The  cnfigns  of  the  vicar's  office  were  a  book  of  mandates 
in  a  "green  cover,  and  five  caftles  placed  on  the  triangular 
form  of  the  ifland,  with  the  names  of  the  five  above  men- 
tioned provinces  which  they  reprefented  K 

By  the  vicar,  arid  the  governors  of  the  five  provinces  un- 
^er  him,  was  the  civil  government  administered.     As  to  the 
military,  it  was  executed  by  the  three  chief  officers  under 
the  magifter  militum  of  the  weft  ;  the  comes  Britanniarum, 
the  comes  litoris  Saxonici,  and  the  dux  Britanniarum.    No  Comes  Sri* 
mention  is  made  in  the  Notitia  of  the  troops  under  the  tanniarum* 
command  of  the  count  of  Britain,  nor  of  the  places  under 
his  jurifdiftion  ;  but  as  the  other  two  cop^manded  on  the 
coafts,  and  in  the  northern  parts  of  Britain,  ^^e  conclude 
from  thence,  that  the  inland  and  fouth  part  of  the  rfland 
was  fabje£):  to  his  command.     The  comes  litoris  Saxonici,  Comet  U^ 
or  count  of  the  Siaxon  (hore,  whofe  province  it  was  to  cover  tons  Saxo* 
the  eaftern   coaft  lying  oppofite  Germany,  and  prevent  *""' 
the  Saxon  pirates  from  ravaging  the  country,  had  eight 
praepofiti  under  his  command,  and  one  tribune  ;  the  prae- 
poiitus  or  commander  of  the  numerus  or  cohort  of  the  For^ 
tcnfes,  quartered  at  Othona,  thought  to  be  Haftings ;  the 
praepoGtus  of  the  Tungricani  at  Dubris  or  Dover  ;  the  prac- 
pofitus  of  the  Turnacenfes  at  Lemanis  or  Lime  )  the  prae- 

1  Vide  Pancirol.  in  Notit,  Imperiit 

Vol.  XVIL  F   .  pofitus 


^  The  Hiftory  of  Britam. 

poGtus  of  tti€  Branodunenfcs,  who  were  Daimatkn  liorfi^ 
at  Branodunum  or  Brancafter  in  Norfolk ;  the  prsepofitus 
of  the  Stablcfian  borfe  at  Gariamionum  or  Cailor,  ne»r 
Yarmooth  \  the  pr«pofit«s  of  the  fecond  kgion,  called  Ai>- 
guila^'  quartered  at  Rutupiae  or  Rrchborough  ;  the  prsepo*- 
fittts  of  the  Abolci  at  Anderida  or  Newenden ;   and  th^ 
praepofitus  of  the  exploratores,  whofe  office  it  was  to  diC- 
cover  the  ftatc  and  motiotns  of  the  e'liertijr,  atPortus  Adurni^ 
or  Ederington,  in  Suflcx.     The  tribune  commanded  under 
the  praepofitus  of  the  kgion. 
jpjMf  BnV       Th«  dttx  Bsltanniarum  had  under  him  fourteen  prsepo- 
UnMiarum.  f,ti .  namely^  the  prsepofitus  of  the  Tixth  legion  quarteredi 
at  York  or  Eboraciim  j  the  prsepofitus  of  the  Dalmatian 
horfe  at  PFaBfidiumy  ©r  Patrington  in  Holderneflc  v  the  prac-^ 
pofitus  of  the  Crifpian  horfe  at  Danum  or  Doncafter ;  the 
prsepofitus  of  the  CatafraQarian  horfe  at  Morbium,  perhaps 
Morciby,  in  Cumberland  ;  the  praspofitua  of  the  Barcarii 
Ticritenfes  at  AFbeia  or  Jerby>  in  the  fame  county;  the 
prsepofitus  of  the  Nepvii  Di£J:enfes'atDi£tts  or  Diganwy,  in 
Gaernarvonfhirc  ;  the  prxpoGtvis  of  the  Vigiks  or  fcouts  at 
Concangii  or  Keiidal,  in'  Wcftmorland  j  the  prs&pofitus  of 
the  Exploratores  at  Lavattes  or  Bowes,  in  Yorkfhire  ;  the 
prxpofirtus  of  the  Diredli  aft  Veterag  or  Burgh -upcm-Stan- 
mortf  in  Weftmorland  ;  the  prsepofitns  of  the  Defenfores  at 
Sroconiocum  or  Bougham,  in  the  feme  cotvnty  ^  the  prxpo* 
fitu»  of  the  Solenfes  at  Magema,  thought  by  Camden  to  be 
Machkncth,  rn  Montgomeryfhire ;  the  pr^pofitus  of  the  Pa- 
cenfes  at  Magi  or  Old  Radnor  ;  the  prsepofitus  of  the  Lon- 
^onicarii  at  Longonrcus  or  Langchefter,  in  the  biSioprick  of 
Durham  j  arid  laff ly,  the  pr«pofitus  of  the  Dervcntionenfes,. 
fo  caUed  from  Derventio,  where  they  were  quartered,  a 
tot^n  upon  the  Dcrwent,  feven  miles  from  York,  thought 
to  be  AttWby.     All  thefe  praepofiti  are  named  in  the  Noti- 
tia,  with  the  places  where  they  were  quartered, 
A  %uArd         Befides  tbefe  forces,  a  ftrong  guard  or  watch  was  kept  ob 
^^c'kIm     *^^  "^f^AX^  or,  as  the  Notitia  exprefles  it,  along  the  Ime  of 
the  watt,  **  peF  Bneam  raHi.'^  Here  was  poffted  the  tribune 
of  the  fourth  cohort  of  the  Largi-,  at  a  place  called  Scgodti- 
wumy  now  Scatony  oa  the  fea-eoaffl  of  Norihwmberlanrf. 
T+rc  tribune  of  the  cohort  of  the  Comonii  had  his  llation  at 
Pons  iSElri  or  Pontland,  in  Northumberland  :  this  bridge 
was  prob»bJy  ma4e  by  order  of  the  emperor  -ffilius  Adrian  us- 
The  iribt|pe  of  the  ala  of  the  Aftores  was  quartered  at  Con- 
dercum  or  Chefter-opon-the-Strect,  in  the  bifhoprick  of 
3E>aFkam.    Next  to  hitn  was  ftationed  the  tribune  of  the 
firft  cohort  of  the  Frixagi  at  Vindobala,  as  we  read  in  the 
Notitia^  or  Vitidomor:;i>  as  it  is  ftyled  in  the  Itinerary^,  the 
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Tofmef  name  importing,  in  the  Britifti  language,  finis  mUri» 
femd  the  latter  finis  valli ;  and  hence  the  place  is  now  called 
the  WallVend,  in  Northumberland,  the  river  Tyne  ferv- 
jng,  perhaps,  inftead  of  a  rampart,  from  this  place  to  th^ 
Tea.  The  prcfedl  of  the  ala  Saviniana  was  polled  ac  Hun* 
num,  which  Camden  conjeftures  to  be  Sevenfhale,  ih  th^  . 
fame  county^  The  prefedi  of  the  fecond  ala  of  the  Aftores 
lay  at  Cilurnum,  which  fome  take  for  Cillerford,  and  fomd 
jFor  Scilicefter-on-the-Wall,  likewife  in  Northumberland* 
The  tribune  of  the  firft  cohort  of  the  Batavi  was  ftationed 
at  Procolitia,  according  to  fome  Colchefter  upon  the  Tyne^ 
The  tribune  of  the  firft  cohort  of  the  Tungri  was  quartered 
at  Borcovicus  or  Borwick,  in  Northumberland.  The  tri- 
bune of  the  fourth  cohort  of  the  Gauls  at  Vindolana,  of 
Winchefter-on-the-Wall.  The  tribune  of  the  firft  cohort  of 
the  Aftores  at  iEfica,  thought  to  be  Netherly  on  the  Efk^ 
in  Cumberland.  The  tribune  of  the  fecond  cohort  of  the 
Dalmatae  at  Magni,  a  place  without  all  doubt  near  the  wal]> 
and  not  Radnor,  called  by  the  fame  name.  The  tribune 
of  the  firft  cohort  iElia  at  Amboglantta,  according  to  fome 
Willoford,  in  Cumberland,  according  to  Camden  Amble* 
fide,  in  Weftmorland.  The  prsefeft  of  the  ala  Petriana  at 
iPerith,  in  Cumberland.  The  prsefeft  of  the  Mauri  Aure- 
liani  at  Aballaba,  or  Appleby,  in  Weftmorland.  The  tri* 
bune  of  the  fecond  cohort  of  the  Largi  at  Congavata,  or 
Rofe-caftle,  near  Carliflc,  in  Cumberland.  The  tribune  of 
the  cohort  of  the  Hifpani  at  Axelodunum,  nowHexham,  in 
Northumberland*  The  tribune  of  the  fecond  cohort  of 
Thracians  at  Gabrofentum,  Gatefliead,  clofe  to  Newcaftlc* 
The  tribune  of  the  firft  cohort,  called  iElia  ClaflGica,  at  Tun* 
nocellem,  orTinmouth:  this  cohort,  Camden  thinks,  was  * 
employed  in  naval  affairs,  being  induced  to  adopt  this  opi» 
aion  by  the  furname  of  Claffica  given  it  in  the  Notitia. 

That  the  Romans   kept  fome  veflels  on  the  Tyne,  to  Some^ef*' 
hinder  the  Caledonians  from  making  defcents  on  their  ter-  ffls  kept  ly 
ritories,   is  not  improbable;  for  that  they  maintained   a  ^^'f  ^^- 
flcet  in  the  ports  of  thjs  ifland,  is  manifcft  from  a  law  ftill  JJ^"^"^' 
extant  in  the  Pandefts,  wherein  mention  is  made  by  Javo-     '  "^*  * 
lenus   of  Seius   Saturninus,    archigubernusi^  or   admiral, 
of  the  Britifti  fleet  ^.     The  tribune^of  the  firft  cohort  oi  the 
Morini  was  ftationed  at  Glannobanta,  thought  by  Camden 
to  have  ftood  on  the  Wentft)eek,  in  Cumberland.   The  tri« 
tunc  of  the  third  cohort  of  the  Nervii  at  Alioncj  now 
Whitley-caftle,  in  Weftmorland.     The  cuneus  of  the  Ar- 
naturse  i$  placed  by  the  Notitia  at  Brementuracuih,  a  fta- 

k  Pand.  SC.  ad  Trebell. 
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tion  near  the  wall,  and  not  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Preff on^ 
in  Lanc;a(hire9  fixty  miles  diftant  from  the  wall,  as  Camden 
maintains.  The  praefetl  of  the  firfl:  ala  Hcfculea  had'  his 
ftationatOlenacum,  or  EUenborough,  in  Cumberland,  where 
many  monuments  of  antiquity  have  been  difcovered.  ,The 
tribune  of  the  (ixth  cohort  of  the  Nervii  is  laft  mentioned  in 
the  Notitia,  and  placed  at  Verofidium,  thought  to  be  Were- 
wich  upon  the  Eden,  near  Carlifle.  All  thefe  forces  were 
appointed  to  defend  the  limit,  that  is,  to  fecure  the  wall, 
under  the  command  of  the  dux  Britannrarum.  Thefc 
three  officers,  namely,  the  comes  Britanniarum,  the  comes 
htoris  Saxonici,  and  the  dux  Britanniarum,  were  equal  in 
power,  but  fubordinate  to  the  vicar.  1  be  forces  maintained 
4n  Britaiti,  under  the  two  latter  officers,  amounted,  accord- 
ing to  Pancirolus,  to  nineteen  d^oufand  two  hundred  foot, 
and  feventeen  hundred  horfe.  Of  the  troops  under  the 
comes  Britanniarum,  we  find  no  account  in  the  Notitia  ; 
Pancirolus  thinks,  becaufe  the  greater  part  of  the  ifland  was 
then  in  the  power  of  the  Barbarians  :  but  this  reafon  might 
have  fcrvcd  againil  enumerating  the  forces  under  the  two 
other  commanders ;  for,  at  the  very  time  the  Notitia  was 
compiled,  the  Britons  were,  by  frequent  embaffies,  folicit- 
ing  the  emperor,  and  his  officers  in  Gaul,  for  affiftance ; 
which  they  could  not  have  wanted,  had  the  fourth  part  of 
*the  troops,  fet  down  in  the  Notitia,  been  quartered  towards 
the  wall.  In  the  times  before  the  Notitia,  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  comes  Britanniarum,  but  only  of  the  dux,  and 
the  conjes  traftus  maritimi,  called  comes  Htoris  Saxontci, 
when  the  Saxon  pirates  began  to  infeft  the  coafts.  The 
firft  vicar  of  Britain  we  find  mentioned  in  hiftory,  and  pro- 
bably the  firft  who,  with  that  title,  governed  here,  is  Peca- 
tianus,  to  whom  we  find  an  edidi  direfted  in  319,  enaS- 
ing,  that  one  decurio  fliould  not  be  bound  to  pay  the  taxes 
that  were  due  fr6m  another^  The  authority  of  the  count 
of  the  Saxon  fliore  was  thought  to  have  been  confined  within 
Britain,  till  it  was,  by  the  learned  Selden,  extended  to  the 
oppofite  coafts  of  Cimbria,  Batavia,  Belgica,  and  Armo- 
rica"°;  for  to  them  he  finds  the  name  of  litus  Saxonicum 
l^ivcn  by  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  no  doubt,  from  their 
being  infefted  by  the  Saxon  pirates. 
f^R^o,  ^^  ^^^  ^^""^  °^  Britain  had  for  his  enfigns  a  book  of  man- 
man  oM-  d^tcs,  and  the  ifland  reprefented  in  a  triangular  form  :  the 
€ers  hin,  count  of  the  Saxon  ihore  a  purple  book,  with  nine  caftles, 
j:eprefenting  the  nine  places  where  the  prsepofiti  and  tribune 

1  Lib.  ii.  de  Exa^.   Cod.  Theod.  lib.  xii.  tit.  7.  ^at<  1%  calend.  De- 
ccmb.  A.  D.  3 1 9.       «  Vide  Seld.  in  Mari  claulb. 
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untleir  his  command  were  quartered ;  and  the  dux  Jlkewifc 
a  purple  book,  with  the  fourteen  places  where  the  praefedts 
under  him  were  ftationed.  Of  thefe  munitions  or  forts^- 
fourteen  have  over  them  the  names  we  have  mentioned  j 
but  the  firft  has  only  the  word  fextse,  fignifying,  we  fuppofe, 
the  ftation  of  the  fixth  legion,  which,  was  quartered  at 
York;  whence  that  city,  is  ftyled  by  Antoninus,  in  his 
Itinerary,  Eboracum  legio  fexta  ;  and,  in  a  coin  of  Severus, 
COL.  EBORACUM  LEGIO  VI.  viCTRix.  If  the  power  and  ju- 
]:ifdi£Uon  of  the  count  of  the  Saxon  fhore  had  extended  to 
the  oppofite  coafts  of  Gaul  and  Germany,  as  Selden  main- 
tains, mention  would  have  been  made  in  the  Notitia  of  the 
forces  under  his  command  in  thofe  places ;  but  as  the  No- 
titia is  quite  filent  upon  that  head,  and,  in  the  cnfigns  of 
tJiat  officer,  we  find  only  the  names  of  ninq  Brltifh  towns  or 
garrifonsj  we  conclude  frojai  thence,  that  his  authority  was 
confined  to  this  ifland.  His  troops  were  quartered  in  fo 
\eral  tpwns  or  ftations  along  the  coaft  from  Kent  to  th^ 
mod  northern  part  of  Norfolk.  The  more  northern  coafts,  ' 
andihat  facing  Ireland,  with  the  inland  countries  in  thofe 
parts,  were  under  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  dux  Biitaiiniarum  ( 
for  Danum,  now  Doncafter,  feems  to  have  been  the  moft 
fouthern  ftation  of  his  troops-  Thefe  {):atious,  defigned  at 
6rft  for  camps,  called  in  Latin  caftra,  grew,  by  degrees, 
into  cities;  and  this  is  the  origin  of  almoft  all  our  great 
cities  and  towns,  built  either  in  the  farajs  places  where  the 
Roman  camps  were  fituated,  or  9.t  a  fmall  diftance  from 
them.  This  obfervation  holds  efpecia]ly  in  thofe  places 
whofe  names  end  in  chejler  or  fejlert  derived  from  the 
Latin  word  cajira  \  for,  to  this  day,  the  ftations  or  fort3 
near  the  Pi£ls  wall,  the  remains  of  which  are  .to  be  feen  m 
fever^il  places,  are,  by  the  common  people,  called  chefters  % 

To  ;3aainta.in  a  communication  between  one  ftatix)n  and  ThiRomnn 
another,  and  for  the  co.nyenien.ce  of  the  armjies  when  they  fitghwajfSp 
marched,  or  pf  the  governors  whjsn  they  yifited  the  pro- 
vinces, the  troops,  in  peaceable  times,  were  employed  ii> 
making  roads  or  caufeways,  called  viae  militares,  confu- 
lares,  prsetorise,  and  ftratse,  publicae.  As  no  fewer  than  a 
hundred  and  fourteen  manfions  through  fifteen  different 
roads 'are  mentioned  in  the  Itinerary,  and  in  the  Notitia 
forty-fix  garrifons,  to  wit,  nine  on  the  fea-coaft,  under  the 
command  of  the  comes  litoris  Saxonici,  fourteen  more  in- 
land, and  twenty-three  per  lineam  valH,  or  along  the  wall, 
under  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  dux  Britanniarum,  many  bigh- 
^^'ays  muft  have  been  made  for  pafling,  according  to  the 

n  Vi^e  Burton.  Comment,  in  Antonin.  Itiner. 

F  3  Roman 


70  Ithe  Hiftcay  of  Britain. 

Roman  cuftpm,  from  one  place,  however  di{lant>  to  an- 
other. Our  hiftorianSy  indeed,  mention  only  four  of  note  ; 
but,  in  a  province  fo  abounding  with  (lations,  camps,  for* 
treifes,  and  cities,  there  muft,  without  all  doubt,  have  been 
9  great  many  more.  Had  the  Notkia  given  us  an  account 
of  the  forces  and  places  under  the  command  of  the  dux 
Biitanniarum,  as  well  as  of  the  other  two  great  officers,  we 
ihottld  have  come  to  the  knowlege  of  more  cities  and  placesi 
of  confequence  in  this  ifland  ;  for  Bede  tells  us  out  of  GiU 
das,  who  flouriflied  about  the  time  the  Notitia  was  com- 
pofed,  that,  in  thofe  days,  there  weje  twenty-eight  ftatcly 
cities,  beddes  innumerable  caftles,  fortified  with  ftrong 
walls,  tbwcrs,  apd  gates  **. 
JAefour  rpj^^  f^yj  ways,  or,  as  we  call  them,  ftreets,  mentioned  by 
roaJf,  our  hiftoiians,  are,  Watling-ftreet,  fo  called,  as  is  conjee* 
tured,  either  from  Vitellianus  a  Roman,  perhaps  employed 
in  making  it,  or  from  a  Saxon  word  fignifying  a  b^ggar^  it 
being  much  frequented  by  beggars  ;  this  way  is  thought 
by  fome  to  have  reached  from  Dover  to  Cardigan  in  Wales  ; 
by  others  to  have  extended  from  Dover  to  the  coaft  oppoCtc 
Anglefey,  pafling  through  London,  Dunftable,  Towcefter, 
Allerfton,  an4  croffing  the  Severn  near  the  Wrekin  ia 
Shropfhire.  The  Fofs-way,  fo  called  perhaps,  becaufe,  in 
fome  places,  it  was  never  perfcfted,  but  left  like  a  ditch« 
This  way  is  thought  to  have  reached  from  Totnes  to 
Lincoln,  and  from  Lincoln  to  Caithnefs,  the  mbll  nor-* 
them  point  in  Scotland.  Ikenild-ftrcet,  fo  called^  per-* 
haps,  from  Iceni :  it  led  from  Southampton  to  York,  an4 
from*  thence  to  Tinmouth.  Ermine,  or  Erminage-ftreet, 
reaching  from  St.  David's  to  Southampton  p.  Befides  thefe, 
we  find  two  others  mentioned  in  hiftory,  namely,  Juli^ 
Strata,  in  Monmouthfhire)  made,  as  Camden  conjedurea, 
by  Julius  Frontinus,  who  fubdued  the  Sikires ;  and  Strata 
Marcella,  mentioned  by  Giraldus  Cambrenfi$,  as  lying  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  Julia  Strata.  The  former  is  thought  to 
have  been  the  work  of  Ulpius  Marcellus,  the  proprietor  of 
Pritain  in  the  reign  of  Commodus. 
Seviral  The  forces  employed  in  the  defence  6f  Britain  were  all 

Bntons  in    foreigners,  9S  the  reader  muft  \izvt  obferved,   the  Romans. 
ike  Rf^aji   not  thinking  it  fafe  to  truft  the  natives,  who,  perhaps,  v^ould 
arrniei^       have  defended  their  country  with  more  vigour  and  refolu-; 
tion  againft  the  Barbarians ;  but  might,  when  maflers  of 
all  the  ftrong  placet)  have  turned  their  arms  againft  their 
fnaftersy  an^i  Ihaken  off  th^  yoke.    To  prevent  any  fuph  A^ 
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Antonin* 


\ 


I 


Tie  I0ofy  ef  BfifasH.  yx 

figB,  tlie  Romans  tranfplanted  into  other  countries  tite  liu- 
Hierous  levies  railed  here.  It  appears  from  the  Notkia,  and 
Xeverai  ancient  infcriptioBs»  that  bodies  of  Blritifli  troops 
were  difperfed  aimoft  over  the  whole  empire :  for  we  6nd 
tjh<f  foUowing  corps  mentioned,  namdy,  Ala  Britannica 
<milliaria,  Ala  quarta  Britonum  in  ^gypto,  Cohors  prima 
^lia  Britomum,  Cohors  tertia  Britonum^  Cohors  feptima 
Britonum,  Cohors  vicefima  fcxta  Britonum  ia  Armoricat 
8rttanniciani  fub  magi fbro  pedi turn,  InvidI  juoiores  Bri- 
tanniciani,  ex  cubkores  juniores  Britanniciani,  Britones 
cum  magiitro  equitum  Gailiarum,  In vi£li  juniores  Britones 
intra  Hiipaniam,  Britones  femores  ia  Blyrico.  Thefe  dif- 
ferent corps  were  fuppUed,  from  time  xOtime^  out  of  this  ' 
tfland.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  Britain^  exhaufted  and 
deprived  of  its  youth  by  fuch  numerous  levies,  became, 
<3pon  the  withckawing  of  the  foreign  troops  quartered  there, 
a  prey  to  ^be  northexa  Barbarians. 

SECT.     IL 

^be  Hffiory  of  Britain j  from  the  firft  coming  ofjullm 
Cajar  to  its  Defertion  by  the  Romans. 

D  E.  I T  A I N  was  but  Bttle  known  to  the  Romans  till  the  C^far's 

time  of  Julius  Csefar»  whp^  havmgcarried  his  viftorious  fi^fi  '^H' 
arms  to  the  opposite  coaft  of  G^ul,  feparaited  from  Britain  ^'^'.JV*^ 
by  9  narrow  channel,  formed  tbe  defign  -of  bringing  the 
Britons,  as  he  had  already  done  the  moS:  warlike  nations  of 
Gaul,  under  the  dominion  of  Rome.  Whatever  was  the 
real  motive  that  urged  him  to  this  undertaking,  wbedier 
^is  unbounded  ambition,  and  xiiirfl  of  glory,  which  appears 
snoft  likely,  or  the  hopes  of  enriching  kimlelf  with  the 
£riti(h  pcarisi,  as  we  read  in  Suetonius  %  the  pretence  1?e 
alleged  was,  that,  in  all  the  wars  of 'Gaul,  the  Bni<ton«  h^ 
afiifted,  with  confiderable  fuppli^es,  the  enemies  of  the  re^ 
public.  Upon  this  either  real  or  pretended  provocation,  b« 
attempted  to  pafs  over  into  Britain,  and,  by  the  conqueft  of 
thisifland,  increafe  the  reputation  which  he  had  already  ac«- 
quired  in  Gaul.  As  the  fummer  was  already  fiir  fpent,  and 
winter  came  ov\  very  early  in  thefe  northern  elifnates,  he 
was  fenfible,  that  the  time  of  the  year  would  not  allow  him 
to  fi«i{h  the  war.  However,  he  thought  it  would  be  no  , 
fmalL  advantage  to  view  the  ifland,  to  learn  the  temper, 
cuftoms,  and  manners,  of  Ae  inhabitants,  and  to  get  fome 
kuQwlege  of  th<dr  ports  and  havens,  then  yifited  by  none 

«  Suet,  in  Jul.  cap.  fiS* 
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bu|.  opd^rchantSy  who  were  acquainted  with  the  coaft  lyhg^ 
pppoQte  Gaul,  but  fee  mcd  utter,  ft  rangers  to  the  reft  of  the 
coutitry  :  for,  being  called  together  by  C^far  from  all  parts, 
they  could  not  ipforni  him  of  what  extent  the  ifland  was ;  by 
what  nations^  and  how  powerful,  it  was  peopled  ;  how  they 
underftood  the  art  of  war  \  by  what  cuftoms  they  were  go- 
yerned ;  or  what  ports  were  capable  of  receiving  a  fleet  o£ 
great  (hips. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  difcover  what  he  could  not  learn 
of  the^  merchants,  he  difpatched  C.  Volufenus  with  a  galley, 
commanding  him  to  return  as  foon  aspoffihle  with  what  in- 
telligence he  could  obtain.  In  the  mean  time  Csefar  marched 
all  his  forces  into  the  couptry  of  the  Morini,  now  the  pro- 
vince of  Picardy,    whence. was  the  ftiorteft  paflage  into 
Britain,  ordering  at  the  fame  time  all  the  vefTels  that  lay  in 
fh^  neighbouring  ports,   and  the  fleet,  which  he  had  built 
the  year  before  for  his  expedition  againft  the  Morini,  to  at-* 
tend  him.     Th^    Britons,   alarmed  at  thefe  preparations, 
difpatched  ambaifadors  to    Caefar,    ofl?ering  to    fubmit  to 
Rome,  and  deliver  hoftagcs  ifor  their  fidelity.     Caefar  re- 
ceived them  with  great  kindnefe ;  and,  haying  encpurag^d 
tliem  with  fair  promifes  to  perfift  in  their  refolutlon,  fent 
them  back  to  their  own  country,  ordering  Com i us,- whom,, 
for  his  extraordinary  wifdom,  virtue,  and  fidelity,  he  had. 
made  king  of  the  Atrebates,  to   attend  then;i  into  Britain> 
with  inftru£tions  to  viiit  as  many  ftates  as  he  could,  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  accept  of  an  alliance  with  Rome,  and  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  bis  defign  of  landing  in  a  ftiort  time  ii) 
their  country. 

In  the  mean  time  Volufenus,  having  made  what  difco- 
barks  <with  yeries  he  could  from  his  ftiip,  returned  five  days  after  to 
fivoUgt'  Cjefar,  and  acquainted  him  with  what  he  had  obferved. 
Hereupon  Csefar,  having  embarked  two  legions  on  board 
eighty  tranfports,  and  appointed  eighteen  more,  which 
were  wind-bound  at  a  port  about  eight  miles  ofF,  to  convey 
over  the  cavalry,  weighed  anchor  about  the  third  watch, 
commanding  the  cavalry  to  embark  at  the  port,  where  the 
veflTels  lay  ready  to  receive  them,  and  follow  him  ;  which 
orders  were  too  flowly  executed.  Capfar  himfelf  arrived  in 
a  few  hours  on  the  Britifti  coaft ;  but  finding  the  hills  and 
cliffs  hanging  over  the  fea  covered  with  armed  men,  who 
from  thence  might,  with  their  darts,  eafily  prevent  his  land- 
ing, he  lay  by  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  waiting  for  fomc 
of  his  fliips,  in  order  to  difcover  another  place,  where 
he  might  land  his  troops  with  lefs  danger.  Upon  their 
joining  the  fleet,  he  fvimmoned  the  chief  officers  to  a  council 
of  war ;  and  having  acquainted  them  with  the  intelligence; 
[ic  hi|d  received  from  Volufenus,  and  given  fuch  orders  aj 
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fcc  tbouglife  proper  for  the,  occafion,  he  fet  fail,  and  arriving 
at  a  plain  and  open  ftiore  about  eight  miles  farther,  came  to 
an  anchor. 

The  Britons,  apprifed  of  Caefar's  defign,  fent  their  ca-  '^he  Bri- 
valry  and  chariots  before,  the  reft  of  the  army  haftening  af-  ^^"^  ^PP^fi 
ler,  in  order  to  oppofe  his  landing.  The  principal  difficulty  ^/J^*»'t' 
proceeded  from  the  largenefs  of  the  (hips,  which  required  jj^jj^j. 
a  conGderable  depth  of  water ;  fo  that  the  Roman  foldiers 
were  obliged,  incumbered  as  they  were  with  heavy  armour, 
to  leap  into  the  fea,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftruggle  with  the 
waves,  and  encounter  the  enemy,  who,  having  their  hands 
difengaged,  as  they  either  ftood  on  dry  land,  or  waded  but 
a  Hide  way  into  the  water,  could  fecurely  caft  their  darts, 
and  drive  back  an  enemy  thus  hampered.     This  difadvan- 
tage  fo  difcouraged  the  Romans,  that  they  did  not  appear 
fo  alert,  nor  fo  eager  to  engage  the  enemy,  as  in  their  for- 
mer conflifts  on,  dry  land  ;  which  backwardnefs  being  per- 
ceived by  the  general,  he  ordered  his  long  fhips  or  gallies 
to  advance  with  their  broad  fides  towards  the  {hore,  in  or- 
der to  force  the  Britons,  with  their  flings,  arrows,  and  en- 
gines, to  retire  from  the  beach.     The  Britons,  furprifed  at 
the  make  of  the  gallies,  a  fort  of  fliipping  they  had  never 
fcen,  and  overwhelmed  with  (howers  of  darts  and  ai'rows 
difcharged  from  thefc  veflels,  began  to  give  ground;  but  the 
Romans  ftill  betraying  great  relu£tance  to  throw  themfelves 
Into  the  water,  the  ftandard-bearer  of  the  tenth  legion,  hav- 
ing firft  invoked  the  gods,  cried  out  aloud,  "  Fellow-fol- 
diers,  unlefs  you  will  forfake  your  colours,  and  fufFer  the 
Roman  eagle  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  follow  me; 
for  I  am  refolved  to  difcharge  my  duty  to  the  common- 
wealth, and  my  general."     So  faying,  he  leaped  into  the  y       ^p. 
fea,  and  advanced  with  the  eagle  towards  the  enemy.  Here-      ^^  . 
upon  the  foldiers  in  the  fame  fhip,  encouraging  each  other  Ante  Chr- 
not  to  fuffer  fo  great  a  difgrace  as  the  lofs  pf  their  enfign,        54- 
followed  his  example.     Thofe  in  the  other  fhips,  fifed  with  — — 
emulation,  caft  themfelves  boldly  into  the  fea,  and,  preffing  ^"^^^ 
forward,  began  the  fight,  which  proved  very  (harp  on  both  ^^^^  g^tiU 
fides,  and,  for  fome  time,  unfavourable  to  the  Romans  ;  difficulty^ 
for  not  being  able  either  to  keep  their  ranks,  get  footing, 
or  follow  their  particular  ftandards,  they  were  put  into 
great  confufion  by  the  Britons,  who,  being  acquainted  with 
the  (hallows,  when  they  faw  them  coming  in  fmali  num- 
bers from  their  (hips,  fpurred  their  horfes  into  the  water, 
and  attacked   them   incumbered  and  unprepared.     Csefar 
caufed  feveral  boats  to  be  manned,  and  fent  them  to  the  af- 
fiftance  of  thofe  whom  he  faw  moft  diftrefled.     The  Ro- 
mans, haying  at  length  gained  firm  footing,  charged  the 
'  '     •  epcniy 
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enetny  fo  vigorouily,  that  they  put  them  to  flight}  but  C0aI4 

not  purfue  them  for  want  of  horfe,  the  cavalry  not  being 

yet  arrived  '. 

mBri'  Upon  this  defeat,  the  Britons  immediately  fent  ambaila- 

Hntfue       dors  to  fue  for  peace,  and  with  them  Comius,  whom  they 

f»r  peact.    had  committed  to  prifon,     Caefar,  having  upbraided  them 

with  breach  of  faith »  in  making  war  upon  him  after  the^p 

had  fent  ambaiTadors  into  Gaul,  defirin^  peace,  promifed  to 

pardon  them,  on  condition  they  deliver^ed  a  certain  numbcF 

of  hoftages.     Part  of  th«fe  they  brought  immediately,  pro- 

mifing  to  return  in  a  few  days  with  the  reil,  who  lived  at 

fome  diftance.    Peace  being  thus  concluded  four  days  after 

Caefar's  landing  in  Britain,  the  Britifh  princes,  having  dif* 

banded  their  troops,  and  fent  them  back  into  their  fevera^ 

.  countries,  fubmitted  themfelves  and  their  dates  to  C^far* 

In  the  mean  time  th&  eighteen  tranfports,  with  the  Roman 

cavalry,  being  overtaken  by  a  violent  ftorm,  were  driven 

O/tfrV       back  to  the  ports  of  Gaul.     By  the  fame  ftorm,  Caefar's 

^'dl'^'^^'d  ^^*^*>  ^^"^^^  ^^y  i'^  t^c  road,  was  greatly  damaged*  feveral 

%mjkm'    ^*P^  being  daihed  to  pieces,  and  others,  by  the  lofs  of  their 

anchors,  cables,  and  rigging,  rendered  altogether  ufelefs* 

What  added  to  the  misfortune,  the  fame  night  the  tide  rofe 

fo  high,  that  the  gillies,  which  had  been  drawn  afhore, 

were  filled  with  water.    Thefe  difafters  produced  a  general 

confternatiOB  in  the  Roman  camp. 

The  Britlfh  chiefs,  who  were  a(lembled  to  perform  their 

agreen^ent  with  Caefar,  perceiving  his  want  of  horfe*  (hips, 

and  proviiions,  and  judging  of  the  number  of  his  men  from 

the  fmalinefs  of  his  camp,  which  was  narrower  than  ufual, 

becaufe  the  legions  had  left  their  heavy  baggage  behind 

them,  refolved  to  take  arms  again,  in  order  to  protraft  the 

war  till  winter,  perfuading  themfelves  that,  if  they  could 

cut  off  the  few  Romans  that  were  come  over,  or  prevent 

their  return,  they  would  thereby  deter  others  from  invading 

ni  Brt"      Britain  for  ti>e  future.     The  plan  being  laid,  and  the  refo- 

t»tti  hreak    ]ution  taken,  they  began  to  ftcal  out  of  the  camp  by  degrees, 

tk€fe4ut  J    ^j^^  privately  to  colieft  their  diibanded  troops.  Caefar  knew 

.  nothing  of  their  defign  \  but  neverthelefs  fufpediing  an  al«- 

teration  from  their  delay  in  delivering  the  hoftages  after 

the  lofs  of  his  (hipping,  refolved  to  prepare  againft  all  eventSr 

Accordingly  he  caufed  all  the  provifions  that  could  be  found 

in  the  neighbouring  country  to  be  brought  into  his  campt 

and  gave  orders  that  the  fl)ips,  which  had  been  the  leaft  dar 

maged  by  the  ftorm,  ibould  be  refitted  with  the  materials 

of  thofe  that  had  been  daihed  to  pieces.  He  fent  likewife  ta 

'  Ccf.  Comment,  lib.  i?< 

Gaul 
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Gaul  for  what  things  were  farther  neceffary,  which  werefo  ^ 

well  applied  by  the  foldiers,  who  on  this  occaGon  laboured 
with  uncommon  diligence,  that,  oply  twelve  fhips  being    • 
loft,  the  reft  were  foon  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea  once 
more. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  feventh  legion  being  fent  out  to 
forage,  while  part  of  the  foldiers  were  employed  in  reaping 
the  corn,  and  the  reft  in  gathering,  and  conveying  it  to  the 
camp,  the  Britons,  who  had  lain  all  night  concealed  in  the 
neighbouring  woods,  fell  upon  them  unexpeftedly;  and,  and  fall 
having  killed  many,  drove  the  reft  into  a  fmall  compafs,  and  ^P^^  '** 
furrounded  them  with  their  horfe  and  chariots  in  fuch  man-  f^f*^ 
her,  that  not  a  fingle  man  would  have  efcaped,  had  not  the  ^^^^ 
advanced  guards  informed  Csefar  that  they  obferved  a  greater 
dull  than  ufual  rifmg  from  that  quarter.     He,  fufpefting 
the  Britons  had  recommenced  hoftilities,  flew  to  the  affift* 
ance  of  the  legion,  with  the  two  cohorts  that  were  upon 
guard,  ordering  two  others  to  fupply  their  place,  and  all  the 
reft  to  take  to  their  arms,  and  follow  him  with  all  expedi- 
tion.    Upon  his  arrival,  the  Britons  gave  over  the  attack, 
and  the  Romans  refumed  their  courage :  however,  Csefar, 
not  thinking  it  advifeabl^  to  engage  the  enemy,  ftood  fomc  .  . 

time  with  his  troops  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  thea 
retreated  to  his  camp.  After  this  a<^ion,  the  heavy  rains» 
which  continued  feveral  days  fucceffively,  kept  the  Romans 
in  their  camp,  and  hindered  the  Britons  from  attempting 

I     any  thing  againft  them. 

I        The  latter,  however,  were  not  idle  in  the  mean  time. 

!  Having  difpatched  meffengers  into  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  to 
inform  their  countrymen  how  fmall  an  army  the  Romana 

I  had,  how  great  a  booty  they  might  acquire,  and  what  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  offered  of  freeing  themfelves  for  ever, 
by  forcing  the  Roman  camp,  they  drew  together  a  great 

i     ))ody  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  boldly  advanced  to  the  Roman 

\  '  intrenchments.     Upon  their  approach,  Caefar  drew  up  his  Tktyat^ 
legions  in  order  of  battle  before  the  camp,  and  gave  the  '«^*  '^# 
Britons  fo  w^rni  a  reception,  that  they  immediately  turned  ^^^ff  t,^ 
their  backs,   and  fled.     C;aefar  purfued  them  with  great  ^^rerepuif* 
Daughter,  burnt  feveral  towns  and  villages  in  the  neighbour-  ed  wiik 
hood,  and  theri  returned  to  his  camp.     The  Britons,  difpi-  g^^^^ 
rited  at  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained,  fent  the  fame  day  am-  J^^^^^^ter^ 
bafladors  to  implore  peace ;  which  Csefar  granted,  upon 
jheir  promifing  to  fend  him  over  into  Gaul  double  the  num- 

I  ber  of  hoftages  he  had  req.uired  before.  His  want  of  horfe, 
and  the  fear  6f  expofing  his  fleet  to  another  ftorm,  if  he 

I  remained  till  the  equinox,  made  hini  haften  his  departure. 
Tb^  fanje  night  theicfprc,  die  wind  proving  favourable,  he 

I  Weighed' 
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Cdpfar  rt'  "weighed  anchor,  and  arrived  fafe  in  Gaul,  whence  he  im^ 
turns  to  mediately  wrote  to  the  fenate,  acquainting  them  with  hi^ 
CjiuL  exploits  in  Britain  ;  for  which  a   fupplication,  or  general 

thankfgiving,  was  decreed  for  twenty  days*. 

The  Britons  were  not  much  awed  by  Csefar's  arms ;  for 
of  all  the  dates,  into  which   the  ifland  was  then  divided^ 
two  only  fent  him  hoftages.     Provoked  at  this  negled  of 
contempt,  he  refolved  to  make  another  defcent  the  follow- 
ing fpring,  with  a  far  more  powerful  fleet  and  army.  With 
this  view,  before  he  left  Gaul  to  return  to  Italy,  where  he 
generally  fpent  part  of  the  winter,  he  ordered  his  lieutenant^ 
to  refit  the  old  (hips,  and  build  a  great  number  of  tranfports. 
His  orders  were  executed  with  fuch  diligence,  that,  upon 
his  return,  he  found  fix  hundred  fhlps,  and  twenty-eight 
Yr.  of  Fl.  gallies,  ready  to  launch.    Having  therefore  commended  the 
*a95'       application  and  diligence  of  his  foldiers,  and  the  fupervifors. 
Ante  Chr.  j^g  commanded  them  to  repair,  with  the  fleet,  to  Pontus 
^^'        Itius,  while  he  marched,  with  four  legions,  and  eight  hun- 
ICafar^sfe*  ^^^^  horfc,  into  the  country  of  Treves,  to  prevent- a  revolt 
i^mdixpe-    in  that  quarter.     Having  taken  proper  precautions  for  thi^ 
4iti(mittto    purpofe,  he  haftened  back  to  the  Portus  Itius,  now  calle4 
firi/MM.       Wltfand,  betwixt  Calais  and  BoulcJgne.    Here,  leaving  La- 
bienus,  with  three  legions,  and  two  thoufand  horfe,  to  pro- 
vide corn,  and  to  fend  him  intelligence  from  time  to  time 
of  what  might  happen  on  the  continent,  he  embarked,  with 
five  legions,  and  two  thoufand  horfe,  and,  weighing  an- 
chor about  fun-fet,  arrived,  with  his  w^hole  fleet,  the  next 
He  lands      day  by  noon,  on  the  Britifli  coaft,  where  he  landed,  with- 
^ithoutop-  out  oppofition,  in  the  fame  place,  which  he  had  found  fo 
fojuioai       convenient  the  year  before.     The  Britons  had  aflembled  in 
great  multitudes  to  oppofe  his  landing,  as  he  afterwards  un- 
derfl-ood'  from  the  priforters  ;  but,  being  terrified  at  the 
fight  of  fo  numerous  a  fleet,  amounting,  with  the  vefl"els 
which  feveral  perfons  had  provided  for  their  own  ufe,  to 
upwardsof  eight  hundred,  they  had  abandoned  the  fliore,  and 
retired  to  the  hills.     Cxfar,  receiving  intelligence  of  their 
motions,  left  ten  cohorts,  and  three  hundred  horfe,  to  fe- 
^      cure  the  fleet,  and,  with  the  reft,  marched  in  qucft  of  the 
enemy,  whom  he  found  pofted  on  the  other  fide  of  a  river| 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  place  where  he  had  landed  (N). 
Their  defign  was  to  oppofe  his  pafl^age  ;  but,  notwithftand- 

ing 
»  Caef.  Comment,  lib.  iv. 

(N)  This  river  is  fuppofed  to  river,  to  the  north  of  the  town, 

be  the  Stour,  the  Thames  being  Horfely  is  of  opinion,  that  the 

too  dill  ant ;  fo  that  the  battle  flrong  place,  to  which  the  ^^ir 

\yas  fought  on  the  batiks  of  that  tons  retreated  after  their  defeat, 
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ing  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  they  were  obliged, l>y  the  anddefeatf 
Roman  cavalry,  to  quit  their  pod,  and  retire  tfo  a  wood,  thi  Briumsi' 
all  the  avenues  of  which' were  blocked  up  with  huge  trees 
cut  down  for  that  purpofe.  Out  of  this  place,  which  feem- 
ed  to  have  been  fortified  in  fome  former  war,  they  never 
ventured,  but  in  fmall  parties  ;  but,  notwithftanding  their 
utmoft  efforts  to  prevent  the  Romans  from  entering  it,  the 
foldiers  of  the  feventh  legion,  having  caft  themfeives  into  a 
teftudo,  and  thrown  up  a  mount  againfl  their  works,  oblig*- 
ed  them  to  abandon  their  afylum,  and  fave  themfeives  by 
flight.  But,  the  day  being  far  fpent,  Caefar,  who  was  quite 
unacquainted  with  the  country,  thought  tt  more  prudent  to 
return,  and  fortify  his  camp,  than  to  purfue  the  fugitives'. 

Early  next  morning,  Caefar  difpatched  both  his  horfe  and 
foot,  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy;  but.  when  he  -was  already 
come  in  fight  of  their  rear,  he  was  acquainted  by  fome  horfe- 
men  from  Q^Atrius,  that,  by  a  dreadful  ftorm,  which  had  T^h  Ro* 
happened  the  night  before,  moft  of  his  fhips  were  dafhed  to  ^^^^fuf- 
pieces,  or  driven  afhore.  Upon  this  intelligence,  he  re-  ^^T^^^* 
turned  to  the  fea-fide,  where  he  was  an  eye  witneis  of  the  ftQ,fn. 
misfortune,  which  had  happened.  Forty  ihips  were  en- 
tirely loft,  and  the  reft  fo  damaged,  that  they  could  not  be 
refitted  without  great  labour.  However,  having,  without 
lofs  of  time,  fet  all  the  carpenters  in  the  fleet  and  army  to 
work,  and  fent  over  to  Gaul  for  others,  ordering  at  the 
fame  time  Labienus  to  .build  as  many  (hips  as  he  could  with 
the  legions  that  were  there,  to  prevent  the  like  misfortune 
for  the  future,  he  refolved  upon  a  very  difficult  undertak- 
ing ;  which  was,  to  draw  all  his  (hips  afhore,  and  inclofc 
them  within  the  fortifications  of  his  camp.  This  ftupendous 
work  being  completed  in  ten  days,  the  foldiers  labouring 
the  whole  time  night  and  day  without  intermiffion,  and 
the  camp  being  ftrongly  fortified,  Caefar,  leaving  a  ftrong 
guard  to  defend  it,  marched  with  the  reft  of  his  forces  to 
the  place,  whence  he  had  returned  from  purfuing  the 
enemy. 

Uponhisarrival,  he  found  their  numbers  greatly  increafed, 
under  the  condufl:  of  Caflibelan,  king  of  the  Trinobantes, 
whofc  territories  lay  about  eighty  miles  from  the  fea.  This 
prince  had  formerly  commenced  hoftilities  on  his  neighbours ; 
but^  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Romans,  they  had  unanimoufly 

t  Caef.  Comnient.  lib.  v. 

inuft  have  been  Durovernum-,    miles  from  the  place  ivhereCa- 
now  Canterbury,  diftant  twelve    far  landed  ( i ) . 

m 

(i)  Horfely,  p.  i4« 

committed 
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committed  the  whole  management  of  the  war  to  tim,  a« 
the  molt  proper  perfon  to  head  them  at  fuch  an  important 
Caftbelatt    conjunfture.     While  the  Romans  were  on  their  march, 
falls  upon     they  were  attacked  by  the  Britifli  horfe  and  chariots,  whom 
.A  /    t^^^y  repulfed  with  great  flaughter,  and  drove  into  the  woods ) 
isrepuljed.  ^"^  puifuing  them  too  eagerly,  they  loft  fome  of  their 
own  hien.    Not  long  after,  the  Britons  made  a  fudden  fally 
out  of  the  woods,  and  fell  upon  the  advanced  guard,  while 
the  Romans  were  employed  m  fortifying  their  camp.  Cxfar* 
immediately  detached  two  cohorts  to  their  afliftance ;  but 
the  enemy,  while  the  Romans  ftood  amazed  at  their  me- 
thod of  fighting,  boldly  broke  through  the  two  cohorts^ 
and  returned  again,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.     Q^intus 
Laberius  D^irus,  a  tribune,  was  flain  in  this  a£tion  :  but, 
fome  frefh  cohorts  comhig  to  the  relief  of  the  Romans,  the 
Britons  were,  in  the  end,  defeated.     Next  day,  they  kept 
on  the  hills,  at  a  confiderable  diftanee  from  the  Roman 
^e Britons  camp,  till  about  noon  ;  when  three  legions  being  detached 
faHn^n      jjy  Caefar,  with  all  the  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  C. 
man  It-       Trebonius,  to  forage,  they  attacked  the  foragers  with  great 
jpwffi  5  but   fury ;  but  meeting  with  a  vigorous  refiftance,  they  fled  \ 
an  difeat*   and  being  purfued  by  the  Roman  cavalry  fo  clofe  that  they 
*^'  had  not  time  to  rally,  to  make  a  ftand,  or  to  defcend  from 

their  chariots,  according  to  their  ufual  cuftom,  great  num* 
bers  were  cut  in  pieces.  Uppn  this  overthrow,  the  auxi« 
liary  troops,  abandoning  Cambelan,  returned  to  their  re^* 
fpe£iive  countries  *,  nor  did  the  Britons  ever  after  engage 
Caefar  with  their  united  fprces  ". 

After  this  viftory,  Caefar  marched  towards  the  Thames, 

with  a  defign  to  crofs  that  river,  and  enter  the  territories  of 

Caflibelan ;  but^  when  he  came  to  the  only  place  where  the 

river  could  be  forded,  he  faw  the  enemy's  forces  drawn  up 

in  a  confiderable  body  on  the  oppofite  bank,  which  was 

fortified  with  (harp  ftakes.  They  had  likewife  driven  many 

(lakes  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  oed  of  the  river.     Notwithr* 

ftaiiding  thefe  obftru^lions,  C«far  ordered  the  cavalry  ta 

ride  in,  and  the  legions  to  follow;  and  thefe  orders  were 

Cafaf^         executed  with  fuch  refolution  and  intrepidity,  that,  though 

pajfes  the     ^Q  fQQfj.  were  up  to  the  chin  in  water,  the  enemy,  not  aolc 

^hamis^      to  fuftain  their  affault,  abandoned  the  bank,  and  fled  (O). 

Caffibelan, 
«  C«f.  CoauBcnt.  lib.  v, 

(O)  TheftMcesarejuftaboviC  of  them  was  lately  pulled  cot 
Walton  in  Surry  j  and  the  mc$i-  of  the  Thames,  but  with  great 
dow  facing  them  is  called  Co-  difficulty;  They  are  of  oak, 
way.  They  are  even  now  to  and,  though  they  hare  been  fo 
be  fceA  at  low* water;  and  one    long  in  the  water,  are  as  hard 

a» 
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CaflibeTany  defpairing  of  fuccefs  by  a  battle,  difbanded  tbc 
greateft  part  of  his  forces,  retaining  only  about  four  thou- 
fand  chariots,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  Ronia9S.  With 
thefe  he  kept  at  fome  diftance  in  the  woods,  or  in  fuch 
places  as  were  fcarce  acceffible  to  the  enemy,  carrying  off 
the  com  and  cattle  from  thofe  countries  through  which 
they  were  to  march.  As  be  was  well  acquainted  with 
roads  and  bye-paths,  if  the  Roman  cavalry  ventured  a  little 
too- far  to  ravage  the  country,  he  detached  part  of  his  cha- 
riots to  attack  them;  which  they  could  not  engage  without 
![reat  difadvantage.  This  condu£l  prevented  the  Romans 
rom  rnaking  excUrfioriS,  and  obliged  Csefar  to  give  orders 
that  his  cavalry  fliould  not  advance  farther  to  burn  and 
plunder  the  country,  than  the  legions  weie  able  to  fol- 
low them. 

In  the  mean,  time,  the  Trinobantes  fent  ambafladors  to  T/ie  Trerra^ 
Caefar,  promifing  to  fubmit,  and,  at  the  fame  time^  in-  V^^^-'/«^t 
treating  him  to  proteft  Mandubratius  againft  the  oppreflion  ^''  '*^^^* 
of  Caffibelan,  and  appoint  him  their  king  and  governor,        * 
Mandubratius,  by  Eutropius  and  Bede  called  Androgcus, 
was  the  fon  of  Imanuentius  king  of  the  Trinobantes  ;  but^ 
upon  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was  flain  by  CafTibelan, 
he  had  fled  to  Csefar,  who  had  granted  him  his  prote£tion, 
Caefar  readily 'complied  with  the  requeft  of  the .  Trinoban- 
tes, at  the  faiiie  time  injoining  them  to  fend  him  forty  hof- 
tages,  and  corn  for  his  army;  demands  with  which  they 
immediately  complied.    The  exai:nple  of  the  Trinobantes, 
whofe  fubmiftion  fecured  them  from  being  plundered  by 
the  Roman  foldiers,  was  foon  followed  by  other  dates ; 
particularly,  the  Cenomagni,  Segontiaci,  Anaclites,  Bibro- 
ci,  and  Coffi  (P),  who  fubmitted  to  Csefar.     He  had  re- 
ceived 


as  Brazil,  and  as  black  as  jet. 
At  Sheppercon,  they  have  fe- 
verai  k&ife-handles  made  of 
them  (i). 

(P)  Lipfius,  inftead  of  Ceno- 
magni, reads  Iceni,  Cangi  (2), 
the  names  of  two  nations  men- 
tioned elfewhere  by  Csefar.  The 
Iceni  inhabited  ouftblk,  Nor- 
folk, Cambridgcftiire,  and  Hu^n- 
tingdonthire ;  and  the  Cangi, 
the  country  lying  on  the  Iriik 
fek    Camden,  iii'ftead  o£  the 


Gangi,  reads  Regiii,  who  weritf 
the  inhabitants  of  Suifex  and 
Surry,  confequently  more  likely 
to  follow  the  example  of  ch^ 
Trinobantes,  who  inhabited 
Hertfordfhire,  EiTex,  and  Mid^ 
dlefex,  than  the  Cangi,  who 
lived  at  a  great  diftance.  The 
Segontiaci  are  placed  by  fome 
in  Berkfliire,  by  others  in 
Hamp^ire  (3).  The  Anaclites 
and  Bibroci  are  placed  by  mod 
of  our  antiquaries  m  Beiicihire^ 


(0  Tindal,  in  Not.  ad  Rapio.  .  (%)  Lipf.  in  Tacit  lib.«xiK 

(ap*  32«  (3)  Thorn*  &avil«  in  Epift.  ly  ad  Cam. 

the 
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ceivcd  intelligence,  that  the  town  of  Caflibelan,  fuppeviTea 
to  be  Verulamium,  now  St.  Alban's,  well  fecured  by  wood^ 
and  marfhes,  whither  the  country-people  had  retired  M'lrlt 
their  cattle,  was  not  far  from  bis  camp.  Thither,  therefore* 
he  marched  with  his  legions ;  and,  though  he  found  the 
place  ftrongly  fortified  both  by  nature  and  art,  be  ordered 
it  to  be  ftormed  at  two  different  places.  The  affault  waaf 
given  with  fuch  refolution,  that  the  Britons  Bed  from  one 
of  the  avenues  of  the  wood  ;  for  this  town  was  only  a  thick 
wood,  furrounded  with  a  ditch,  and  fortified  .with  a  ram-^ 
part ;  and  many  of  them  were  overtaken  as  they  attempted! 
to  make  their  efcape,  and  cut  in  pieces.  Here  Csefar  founcf 
great  plenty  of  cattle  ^. 

To  repair,  in  fome  degree,  this  lofs,  arid  divert  Caefar 
from  puffuing  his  conquefts,  Caflibelan,  by  his  deputies^ 
perfuaded  four  petty  princes  of  Kent,  Cingetorix,  Carvilius, 
Taximagulus,  and  Segonax,  whom  Csefar  ftyles  kings-,  te 
raifc  forces,  and  attack  the  camp,  where  the  (hips  were  laicf 
tip  ;  but  the  Romans,  having  made  a  fally,  repul fed  them 
with  great  daughter,  took  Cingetorix  piifoner,  and  return- 
ed, without  lofs,  to  their  trenches.  Upon  intelligence  of" 
this  defeat,  Caflibelan,  confidering  the  many  lofles  he  had 
fuftained,  how  his  country  was  laid  wafte,  and  above  all^ 
that  feveral  dates  had  already  fubmitted  to  the  conqueror^ 
refoltrcd  to  follow  their  example.  He  accordingly  au- 
thorized ambafladors  to  treat  of  a  furrender,  who  were  in- 
troduced by  Comius  of  Attrcbatum  or  Arras.  As  the  fum- 
mer  was  already  far  advanced,  Caefar,  who  was  determined 
to  winter  in  Gaul,  accepted  their  propofals  :  fo  that  a  treaty 
,was  foon  concluded  upon  the  following  conditions ;  that 
the  Britons  (hould  pay  an  annual  tribute  to  the  people  of 
Rome;  that  Caflibelan  fhould  leave  Mandubratius  in  the 
quiet  pofl^eflion  of  his  dominions,  and  not  moleft  the  Tri- 
nobantes  ;  and  that  he  (hould  deliver  a  certain  number  of 
hoftsges.  Thefe  Caefar  no  fooner  received,  than  he  march- 
ed to  the  fea-fide,  where  he  caufed  his  fleet,  which  htf 
found  refitted,  to  be  launched.  As  he  had  a  great  numbef 
of  captives,  and  fome  of  his  Ihips  had  been  loft  in  the 
ftorm,  he  refolved  to  tranfport  his  army  at  two  voyages  i 
but  moft  of  thofe  veflels,  which  were  fent  back  to  Gaul 
after  they  had  landed  the  foldiers  that' were  firft  embarked, 
being  driven  back  by  contrary  winds,  Caefar,  after  having 


••f, 


V  Csef.  Comment,  lib*  y.  cap.  %i. 


the  former  about  Henley,  and 
the  latter  about  Bray.  The 
Coffi  are  fuppofed  tti  have  in;* 


habited  fome  parts  of  Hertford-* 
Ihi're,  perhaps  the  hundred  ol 
Caiihow. 

long 
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iong  cxpe/^cd  them  in  vain,  left  the  winter  fliould  prevent 
iiis  voyage,  the  equinox  being  near  at  hand,  crouded  his 
foldiers  clofer  than  he  defigncd,  and,  putting  to  fea  about 
the  fecoiid  watch  of  the  night,  reached  the  continent,  with 
bis  whole  fleet,  by  break  of  day  *. 

After  the  departure  of  Julius  Caefar,  the  Romans  were 
diverted,  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  by  their  domeftic 
broils,  from  attempting  any  thing  againft  Britain.  During 
this  interval  the  tribute  was  not  paid,  nor  perhaps  demandeo; 
fo  that  the  Britons  continued  no  lefs  Uqc  from  the  Roman 
yoke  than  they  had  been  before  the  arrival  of  Csefar. 

But  Auguftus  having  at  length  terminated  the  civil  wars,  AuguJIus. 
and  firmly  eftabliihed   hiipfelf  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  em-  Stats  of 
pire,  refoived  to  force  the  Britons  to  perform  the  agree-  f"'^"*!- 
hient  thjey  had  made  with  his  uncle  Julius.  With  this  view  ^X^f 
he  advanced  as  far  as  Gaul^  but  was,  by  a  revolt  in  Pan^ 
nonia,  prevented  from  putting   his    defign   in  execution. 
About  feven  years  after  he  entered  Gaul  with  the  fame  re- 
folution  %  but  the  unfettled  ftate  of  that-  province  induced 
him  to  liften  to  the  prppofals  of  the  ambafladors  fent  by  the 
Britons  to  fue  for  peace;  which  was  granted,  no  doubt, 
upon  their  promifing  to  confirm  their  agreement  with  his 
predeceflbr  Julius :  but  they  neglefted,  it  feems,  to  peri- 
form  their  prorhife ;  fpr  the  year  enfuing  Auguftus  refumed 
the  refolution  of  paflipg  over  into  Britain  ;  but  was  again 
prevented  by  the  revolt  of  the  Cantabrians  in  Spain.  How- 
ever, fome  of  the  Britifti  princes  took  care  to  cultivate  his 
fiiendfliip  with  prefents,  which  were  depofitcd  in  the  Capitol  y. 

Cunobelihe,  who  is  faid  to  have  fucceeded  Tenuantius,  CunobeUne 
die  fucceflbr  of  Caffibelan,  maintained  a  corrpfpondence  "^'''^^w 
With  Rome,  and  even  caufed  coins  to  be  ftamped  after  the  ^^^7  1 
manner  of  the  Romans,  fome  of  which  are  ftili  prefervpd.  ^^^  R^mt* 
Among  the  reft,  one  with  the  word  tasc  on  the  reverfe,  fig- 
nifying,  according  to  our  antiquaries,  tribute ;  whence  they 
conclude,  that  this  money  was  defigned  for  the  payment  of 
the  tribute  >  for  though  b/afs  and  iron  rings  of  ^  certain 
weight  ferved,  as  Csefar  informs  us,  for  their  current  coin, 
yet  the  Romans  exadled  the  tribute  in  gold  or  filver ;  and  of 
the  latter  metal  the  coin  we  are  here  fpeaking  of  is  com- 
pofcd  (U).     Thus  Britain,  by  degrees,  became  well  known 

'   *  to 

X  C»f.  Comment.  lib.  v.  cap.  ft3—- 25.  y  Strabo«  lib.  iv. 

(U)  On  this  medal  is  repre-  ford  obftrves,  that  the  Gauls 

fented  ApoUo  playing  on  the  and  Britons  worlhipped  Apolb 

lyre,  the  name  of  Cunobeliiie  under  the  name  of  Belus  or  Be- 

being  engraved  roun4  it,    AU  Knus ;  and   thence  he  derives 
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to  the  Ptomans,  even  in  the  time  of  Auguftus.  That  prince, 
however,  fatisfied  with  the  fmall  tribute,  that  was  yearly 
fent  to  him  from  Britain,  fcrbore  any  farther  attempts  upon 
the  ifland,  either  thinking  the  friendfhip  or  enmity  of  the 
Britons  of  no  confequence  to  the  Romnns,  as  Strabo  inff- 
nuates^,  or  being,  out  of  a  ftate  maxim,  refolved  to  fet 
bounds  to  the  empire,  left  it  (hould  grow  too  great  and  un- 
wieldy". 

Tiberius,  who  fucceeded  Augnftus,  being  more  inclined 
to  contraft  than  v^nlarge  the  bound>  of  .the  empire,  followed 
the  example  of  Auguftus,  and  never  entertained  the  leaft 
thought  of  conquering  Britain  j  but,  fatisfied  with  the  re- 
fpeft  the  Biitifh  princes  {hewed  him  in  fending  back  fome 
of  Germanicus's  foldiers  who  had   been  fhipwrecked  on 
their  coaft  ^,  and  with  their  paying  the  ufual  cuftoms  for 
fuch  commodities  as  they  brought  into  Gaul,  fuflered  them 
to  enjoy   their  liberties,  and  live  according  to  their  awn 
laws.  Thcfe  cuftoms  the  Roman  officers  collected  in  a  pre- 
carious manner,  fearing  to  provoke  the  Britons,  as  Strabo 
afferts.     Caligula,  the  fucceifor  of  Tiberius,  having  paiTed 
the  Alps  with  a  defign  to  plunder  Gaul,  received  under  his 
protection  Adminius,  called  by  our  writers  Guiderius,  the 
fon  of  Cunobeline,  who  had  been  banifhed  by  his  father. 
Hereupon  he  wrote  boafting  letters  to  Rome,  ordering  the 
mefTengers  to  drive  their  chariots  intd  the  forum,  and  to  the 
very  curia,  ftriftly  enjoining  them  not  to  deliver  their  let- 
ters but  in  the  temple  of  Mars,  and  in  a  full  fenate,  as  if 
the  whole  ifland  had  fubmitted  to  his  dominion.  Soon  after, 
no  doubt  at  the  inftigation  of  Adminius,  he  marched  \\\t\^ 
his  forces  to  the  fea-fide  -,  but  being  informed  that  the  Bri- 
tons were  ready  to  receive  him,  his  courage  cooled,  an4 
inftead  of  purfuing  his  defign,  he  ordered  his  foldiera  to  fill 
their  helmets  with  cockle-fliells,  which  he  called  the  fpoils 
of  the  conquered  ocean.     Having  by  fuch  marks  of  folly 


«  Strabo  lib.  ii. 
.*  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  ii. 


a  Tacit,  in  Vita  Agric.  Julian,  in  Csf. 


the. name  of  Cunobeline.  On 
the  reveifc  is  engraved  the 
figure  of  a  woman,  with  the 
words  Tafcia  and  Novane. 
^afcia  fignifies,  in  the  Britifh 
tongue,  according  to  Powel,  a 
tribute  penny y  probably  from  the 
Latin  word  taxation  the  letter 


X  not  being  ufed  by  the  Bri- 
tons. By  the  woman  is,  in  aU 
likelihood,  r^prcfented  Britain ; 
and  as  for  the  word  Novane, 
Alford  conjectures  it  to  be  the 
name  of  fome  town,  perhaps 
the  metropolis  of  the  ^^ovalltes 
or  Trinobantes(i). 


(i)  Alford.  AnDal.  ad  am.  i.    Camden.  Numifm.  not  7. 


'and 
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aadmadnefs  expofed  himfelf  to  the  dcrifion  both  of  the 
Gauls  and  Britons,  he  wrote  to  the  fenate,  defiring  t,hemlo 
iJccree  him  a '  triumph ;  but  they  being  averfe  to  comply 
■with  his  demand,  he  refolved  to  caufe  them  all  to  be  mafla- 
cred,  but  was  murdered  himfelf,  before  he  could  put  his  bar- 
barous defigh  in  execution  ^. 

The  Britons  may  be  faid  to  have  continued  hitherto  free 
from  the  Roman  yoke :  but  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  the  ciaudiuf 
fucceflbr  of  Caligula,  great  part  of  the  ifland  was  brought 
under  fubje£tion  to  Rome,  and  the  reft,  by  degrees,  under 
the  fucceeding  emperors.    Dio  Cafllus  gives  us  a  diftinfl:  ^^  . . 
account  of  the  invafion  by  Claudius,  the  occafion  of  which  ducedhim 
he  thus  relates :  Cunobeline  being  dead,  his  two  fons.  To-  to  make 
godumnus  and  Caraftacus  reigned.    In  their  reign,  Bericus  *"'^'*  ^^ 
teing  driven  out  of  the  ifland  for  attempting  to  raife  a  fedi-  '^^^''"^"•^• 
tion,  fled,  with  thofe  of  his  party,  to  Claudius,  and  being 
highly  incenfed  againft  his  countrymen,  perfuaded  the  em- 
peror to  invade  Britain.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Britons, 
refenting  the  emperor's  receiving  the  fugitives,  and  his  re- 
fuGng  to  deliver  them  up  when  demanded,  forbad  all  com- 
merce with  the  Romans.     A  war  being  therefore  refolved  Yr.  of  Fl, 
on,  Claudius  ordered  Plautius,  then  praetor  in  Gaul,  to      *39i- 
tranfport  the  legions  under  his  command  into  Britain.  The    ^*  ^'  ^3* 
foldiers,  unwilling  to  make  war,  as  they  faid,  out  of  the  com-  „.     . 
pafs  of  the  world,  refufcd  to  follow  their  general,  or  obey  his  j-g^t  into 
commands;  but  being  at  length  reclaimed  to  a  fenfe  of  their  Britain 
duty,  they  embarked  chearfully,  and  put  to  fea  from  three  ™'^  <»« 
ports,  in  order  to  land  in  three  different  places.    They  were  ^^'  . 
driven  back  by  contrary  winds,  a  circumftance  which  greatly  rwit/iout 
diflieartcned  them  ;  but  refuming  their  courage  upon  the  oppofition ; 
appearance  of  a  meteor  (hooting  from  the  eaft,  they  put  to 
fca  again,  and  landed  in  Britain  without  oppofition,  the  in- 
habitants, who  had  been  informed  of  the  mutiny  in  the  Ro- 
man army,  and  did  not  expeft  fo  fudden  an  alteration,  hav- 
ing negledied  to  affemblc  and  take  meafures  for  oppofing 
the  invafion.     Hearing,  therefore,  they  were  landed,  they 
kept  in  fmall  bodies  behind  their  marflies,  and  in  their 
woods,  in  order  to  fpin  out  the  time  till  winter,  when  they 
imagined  Plautius,  after  the  example  of  Julius  Caefar,  would 
return  to  Gaul. 

But  the  Roman  general  having,  with  great  difHculty,  firfl  andde* 
found  out  Caradacus,  and  afterwards  Togodumnus,  de-  fiats  tvi^ 
feated  them  both,  and  reduced  part  of  the  Dobuni,  who  ^J-. 
were  then  fubjeft  to  the  Cattieuchlani ;  then  leaving  a  gar-  ^ 
rifon  to  keep  them  in  awe,  he  marched  to  a  river  where 

«  Suet. inCalig.  Dio, lib.lix. 
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the  Britons  lay  carelefsly  encamped,  iipagining  the  Itomais^^ 
could  net  pafs  ic  without  a  bridge  ;  but  the  Gernnan  foU 
diers,  accuflomed  to  (lem  the  (Irongeft  currents  in  their  ar*- 
mour,  having  pafled  the  river,  and  fallen  upoa  the  horfe» 
that  drew  the  chariots^  in  which  the  chief  ftrength  of  tb^ 
Britons  confifted,  Vefpafian,  and  liis  brother  Sabinus,  fen;^ 
ever  with  a  body  of  troops  to  fupport  them,  eafily  defeated 
the  enemy,,  their  chariots  being  rendered  unserviceable* 
ITMe  Bri'  TheBiitona,  however,  not  yet  difpirited,.  engaged  the  Rp- 
nfnr  attack  nians  next  day  fo  vigoroufly,  ihat  the  vi£lory,  for  a  confi- 
^J^^  derable  -tirae,  inclined  to  neither  fide ;  but  at  .length  the: 
Romans,  encourjiged  by  the  example  of  Caius  Sidjus  Geta,. 
charged  the  Britons  fo  brilkly,  that  they  were  routed  aftepr 
a  mod  obflinate  refiflance.  The  conduct  of  Geta  in  thb^ 
aAion  was  fo  remarkable,  that  triamphai  honours  were  de- 
creed him,  though  he  had  never  been  conful**.  This  battle 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  fought  on  the  banks  of  the  Sever». 
From  hence  the  Britons  retired  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames^ 
and  being  acquainted  v.?ith  the  flats  and  {hallows,  drew  thp* 
Romans,  who  followed  them,  into  great  danger  •,.  but  the 
Germans  having  cpoflcd  the  river  by  fwimming,  and  the 
©thers  on  a  bridge  fomewhat  higher,  the  Britons  were  fur?- 
j^punded  on  all  udes,  and  great  numbers  put  to  the  fword* 
Many  of  the  Romans,  purfiuing  the  fugitives  with  too  much 
eagcrnefs,  fell  into  the  mar(hes  and  were  loil.  In  one  of 
l^hefe  battles*  Tpgodumn us  was  killed)  whofe  death  was  fo 
£ar  from  difponr;^ging  the  Britons^  that  they  betrayed  greater 
eagcsnefs  than  ever  to  oppofe  the  Romans,  and  revenge  his 
}ofs.  FlatttiuSy  not  tbin^king  it  prudent  'to  penetrate  farr 
ther  miQ  the  country,  put  garrifons  into  the  piaces  he  ha<f 
taken,  and  wrote  to  the  enoperpr,  ac(|uainting  him  withtbp' 
^rogrefs  he  had  already  made^ 
Yi».  of  t\.  Claudius,,  who  afpired  at  the  honour  of  a  triijimph^  np^ 
2392.  io^ffier  received  this  letter  than^  be  left  Rome,  and  embar]^- 
A.  D.  44.  ii:^  at  Oilia,  failed  to  Marfeilles,  whence  he  purfued  hi* 
■,  joifruicy  by  land  pa  Geflbriacum,  now  Bologne,  where  he 

fiU^out'  ^^'^^  embarked,  and  landing  fefp  in  Britain  joii^ed  hi* 
>o«  Romif  lieutenaut  Plautius,  who  lay  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
and  lands  TBames;  Upoi)  his  arrival  the  whole  army  paffed  t>hie  fiver, 
in  Britain*  and  falling  upon  the  Britons  defeated  them  entirely.  After 
^B^'ul!  ^^^^  viftory  he  advan|Ced  to  Cimaadodu««m,  the  royal  feat 
ami  take*  "  ^f  Cunobeline>  which  he  took,  artd^  without  ^ny  copfideF- 
CamiUo^  a^ble  oppofition,  reduced  fome  of  the  neighbouring  ftatCF 
dmumt  For  thefe  exploits  he  wa&  feveral  times^byhis  foldiers  falujte^ 
imperator;  contrary  to  the  received  ciaftonv  of  the  RpoijijQi^ 

4  X)]p»  lib.  U.  p  6^^  ifias, 

whicb 
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WhlA  allowed  no  general  to  aflame  that  title  more  tlian 
♦once  in   the  fame  war  *.     Part  of  Britain  being  thus  fub- 
idu^,   Claudius  difarmed  the  inhabitants,  and   appointed 
Plautiu«  to  govern  them,  ordering  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
xo  fubdue  thofe  who  remained  yet  unconquered.     To  fuch  * 
as  had  fubmitecd  he  remkted  the  confifcation  of  their  efiates:^ 
which  gained  their  affedions  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
erefted  a  temple,  and  paid  him  divine  honours.     The  em-  Hi  returns 
p.eror,  after  having  remained  m  Britain  only  fixteen  days,  *^  ^ome, 
fet  out  frona  thence  on  his  return  to  Rome,  having  fcnt  ^ l^'  ^^ 
thither  his  two  fons-in-law,  Pompeius  and  Silanus,  before  ^jt/i  a  tri- 
him  with  the  news  of  his  vi<Sories.     Upon  his  arrival  he  umpfi,  and 
iras  honoured  with  a  triumph  and  llje  furname  of  Britan-  '^^/«''- 
•Aicus,  which  was  given  both  to  him  and  his  fon  :  the  officers  J'^^'  ^A 
who  had  attended  him  in  this  expedition  were  diftinguiihed  ^^^ 
with  triumphal  ornaments :  annual  fports  were  decreed  by 
the  fenate,  and  two  triumphal  arches,  one  to  be  erefted  at 
Rome,  and  the  other  at  GeiToriacum,  whence  he  had  pafled 
over  into  Britain.     On  the  top  of  the  imperial  palace  was 
fixed  a  naval  crown^  implying  the  conqueft  gF  thq  BxitiOi 
ocean^ 

Plautius,  governor  of  Britain,  purfued  liis  cx)nquefts, 
after  the  emperor's  departure,  with  fuch  fucccfs,  that  upoa 
his  return  to  Rome,  he  was  honoured  with  an  ovation,  and 
tecetved  without  the  gates  by  the  emperor  himfelf,  who, 
at  his  folemn  entry,  ^ave  him  the  xigjat-hand.  In  this  war, 
Vcfpafian,  afterwards  emperor,  and  his  fon  Titus,  diftin- 
gaiftied  tbemfdves  in  a  very  eminent  manner.  The  former 
fought  thirty  battles  with  the  Britons^  fubdued  two  power- 
jfol  nationS)  and  reduced  about  twenty  towns^  with  the  ifl€ 
of  Wight ;  for  which  exploits  he  received  the  triumphal 
ornaments,^  two  facerdotal  dignities,  and  the  confulfhip  *^ 
As  for  Titus,  he  no  lefs  Signalized  his  piety  than  his  cou- 
Jage  and  valour;  for  feeing  his  father  in  a  battle  furrounded 
on  ail  fides,  and  in  imminent  danger  of  his  life,  he  broke 
through  the  enemy's  ranks,  aad  halving  refcued  him,  put  . 
the  Britons  to  flight,  and  purfued  them  with  great  flaugh- 
ter  8.  Some  yeafs  after,  in  the  ninth  of  Claudius's  reign,  ^'■«  ®f  Fl» 
P.  Oftorius  Scapula,  being  fe»t  into  Britain,  fuddenly  at-  ^^§^' 
tacked  the  Britons,  who  had  broken  into  the  Roman  con-  *  ^  * 

quefts;  and  having  pwt  great  numbers  to  the  fword,  and  p,  ojlorhn 
difperfed  the  reft,  to  reft  rain  them  from  making  inroads  Scapuia\ 
for  the  future  into  the  territories  of  the  Romans,  or  their  governorof 
*llies,  he  built  fcveral  forts  on  the  Severn,  the  Avon,  and  ^"'^^* 

•  Dio,  lib.  Ix.  p.  6So,  68 1.    Suet,  in  Claud,  cap.  i>*  f  Suet, 

ia  Vefp.  cap.  4.  i  Dio,  llh.  ix.  p.  079* 
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ttc  Nen,  reduced  that  part  of  the-ifland  whicli  lies  fouth 
of  thefe  rivers  to  a  Roman  province,  and,  for  a  farther  fe- 
curity,  made  Camalodunum  a  military  colony.  This  pro- 
grefs  the  Iceni  could  not  endure,  and  therefore,  heing*joined 
by  the  neighbouring  nations,  they  j-aifed  a  confiderablc 
army,  and  encamped  in  an  advantageous  poft,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  Romans  from  penetrating  farther  into  the  ifland. 
However,  Oflorius,  after  a  moft  obftinate  conflift,  put 
them  to  flight,  and  purfued  them  with  great  flaughter. 
After  this  vi£lory,  he  led  his  army  into  the  country  of  the 
Cangi,  probably  the  prefent  counties  of  Shropihire  and 
Chefliire  ;  but  being  informed,  as  he  approached  the  Irifli 
fea,  that  the  Brigantes  were  in  arms,  he  marched  with  all 
fpeed  againft  them  ;  and  having  caufed  the  chief  authors  of 
the  difturbance  to  be  put  to  death,  and  pardoned  the  reft, 
foon  reftored  that  country  to  its  former  tranquility. 

In  the  fequel  he  made  war  upon  the  Sijures,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  South  Wales,  headed  by  Cara£^acus,  a  commander 
of  great  reputation^  whoni  neverthelefs  he  defeated  in  a 
pitched  battle.  Cara6lacu8,  upon  his  defeat,  fled  for  pror 
tedlion  to  Cartifmandua,  queen  of  the  Brigantes,  who, 
dreading  the  Romilh  arms,  delivered  him  in  bonds  to 
the  conqueror,  by  whom  he  was  fent  to  Rome,  with  his 
wife,  daughter,  and  brothers,  and  received  by  the  empe- 
ror in  triumph.  Claudius,  moved  with  the  fpecch  which 
the  captive  prince  made  when  brought  before  his  tribunal, 
and  admiring  the  conftancy  with  which  he  bore  his  misfor- 
tunes, granted  to  him,  to  his  wife,  to  his  daughter  and  bro- 
thers, their  lives  and  liberty.  The  Silures,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  lofs  of  their  general,  purfued  the  war  with  great  vi- 
gour, and  gained  very  confiderable  advantages  t)v€r  the  Ro- 
mans 5  which  fo  afFe£ted  Oflorius,  that  he  died  with  grief. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  A.  Didius,  who  ueftrained  the  Silures 
from  making  frequent  and  wide  incurfions  into  the  Roman 
territories,  by  confining  them  within  more  narrow  bounds; 
but  was  not  able  to  reftore  Cartifmandua,  queen  of  the  Bri^' 
gantes,  and  an  ally  of  Rome,  to  her  kingdom.  He  de- 
feated the  Brigantes  in  a  pitched  battle ;  but  afterwards,  as 
he  was  advanced  in  years,  he  contented  himfelf  with  ading 
only  defenfively,  and  reflraining  the  enemy  by  his  lieute- 
nants. Veranius,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  reign  of  Nero, 
died  in  lefs  than  a  year  after  his  arrival  in  Britain,  withouC 
performing  anything  worthy  of  notice. 

After  him,  Suetonius  Paulinus  governed  Britain,  who 
reduced  the  ifland  of  Anglefey,  and  defeated  the  Britons 
with  great  flaughter,  who,  under  the  conduft  of  queen 
Bpadicea,  had  taken  arms,  and  put  incredible  numbers  o^ 

the 
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tfi€  Romans  and  their  allies  to  the  fword.     Suetonius  Pau-  Suetonws 
linus  was  fucceeded  in  the  government  of  Britain  by  Petro-  fauUnus 
nius  Turpilianus,  and  he  by  Trebellius  Maximus.     During  ^'^i^ces 
their  government  nothing  remarkable  happened  ;, for, -as  ^^S^^f^* 
they  were  both  men  of  an  indolent  temper,  they  took  care 
not  to  provoke  the  Britons  by  any  adls  of  hoftiiiiy.     In  the 
^  mean  time  Nero  dying,  the  Roman  ai'my  in   Britain  was 
commanded,  during  the  ihort  reigns  of  Galba  and  Otho, 
by  tribunes,  among  whom  Coelius  bore  the  chief  authority, 
who,  by  carefully  avoiding  to  give  the  Britons  any  juft  caufe- 
of  complaint,  kept  all  things  quiet  in  the  ifland.     Vitellius, 
upon  his  accellion  to  the  empire,  appointed  Veftius  Bola- 
nas  governor  of  Britain,  who  ruled  wi-th  great  gentlenefs, 
without  either  provoking  the  Britons,  or  being  provoked  by 
them.     In  the  reign  of  Vefpafian,  who  fucceeded  Vitel- 
lius,  Pctiiius  Cerealis  was  fent  into  Britain,  to  take  upon 
him  the  command  of  the  army.     Petilius,  upon  bis  arrival, 
attacked  the  Brigantes,  the  moft  numerous  and  powerful  of 
all  the  Britifti  nations :  having  defeated  them  in  feveral  en- 
counters, he  reduced  great  part  of  their  country,  and  con- 
tinued to  ravage  the  reft  **.     He  was  fucceeded  by  Julius 
Frontinus,  who  not  only  maintained  the  conquefts  made 
by  bis  predeeeflbr,  but  fought  himfelf  with  great  fuccefs 
againft  the  warlike  nation  of  the  Silures,  whom  he  entirely 
reduced. 

Julius  Frontinus  being  recalled,  the  celebrated  Cneius  Yt,  of  FI. 
Julius  Agricola  was  fent  to  command  in  his  room.     He  ar-      24*6. 
rived  in  Britain   about  the  middle  of  fummer,  when  the'^'^-7J?- 
Roman  foidiers  fuppofed  the  fervice  of  the  feafon  to  be  con-  * 

eluded.     The  Ordovices,  of  North  Wales,  had,  nor  long  ^^rtTla 
before  bis  arrival,  cut  in  pieces  a  body  of  horfc  Rationed  gwemor 
upon  their  confines,  and  by  this  exploit  roufed  the  whole  of  Britain^ 
province  to  arms.     The  Roman  troops  were  divided,  and 
lay  difperfed  over  the  province  ;  and  the  foldiers  had  aflurej 
themfeJves  of  reft  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  year. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  difcouragements,  and  the  remon-  Hh  ex- 
ftrances  of  fome  who  judged  it  better  only  to  guard  the  ploits  in 
places  that  were  threatened,  Agricola  refolved  to  march  5^"-^"'i- 
againft  the  enemy  without  delay.     Having  therefore  col-  fi/J^Jl 
leded  the  flower  of  the  legions,  and  a  fmall  body  of  auxi-  ^^/„„^ 
iiarics,  he  advanced  againft  the  Ordovices  :  but  as  the  ene-' 
my  kept  themfelves  upon  the  ridges  of  the  mountain^,  and 
dared  not  defcend  into  even  ground,  Agricola  marched  in 
perfon  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  led  them   to  the  en-' 
.  counter  upon  the  afcent.     The  foldiers,  animated  by  the 

h  Tacit.. in  Vit.  AgriC  cap.  4— 9« 
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exaiflple  of  ih6lt  general,  attacked  the  enemy  with 
refoiuticuii  put  them  to  flight,  and  made  fuch  a  dreadful 
havocki  that  almoft  the  whole  nation  was  cut  ofF.  In  order 
to  maintain  the  fame  he  acquired  by  this  a^ion>  and  to 
ftrike  the  enemy  at  once  with  univerfal  terror,  he  refolved 
to  reduce  the  ifland  of  Anglefey,  which  had  been  formerly 
conquered  by  Paulinas,  but  loft  again  by  the  general  revolt 
of  Britain.  As  this  plan  was  fuddenly  concerted,  and  con* 
fequently  {hips  were  wanting,  he  detached  a  chofen  body 
of  auxiliaries,  fuch  as  knew  the  fords,  and  were  dexterous 
at  fwimming.  Thefe,  unincumbered  with  baggage,  made 
a  defcent  and  attack  fo  fudden,  that  the  enemy  were  ftruck 
with  confternation,  as  they  believed  no  enterprize  difficult 
and  in furmoun table  to  men  whp  began  the  war  with  fuch 
l^eavers  refolution.  Thus  they  implored  peace,  and  immediately 
')'a^T'     f«"e"^^>'^d  ^^^  i^^nA  to  Agricola. 

Reareffis         -^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the  people 
the  grte*v-    in  his  province,  and  had  alfo  learned  from  the  condudi  of 
atices  com-   others,  how  little  arms  avail  to  fettle  a  province,  if  viAory 
a'^T^«*^    is  followed  by  grievances  and  oppreffions,  he  refolved  to  cut 
ions'   ^*'   off  all  caufesofcon^plaint.     Beginning  therefore  with  hira-? 
felf,  and  tbofe  about  him,  he  regulated  his  own  houfliold. 
His  domeftics  did  not  tranfa£l:  any  thing  concerning  the 
public.     In  preferring  the  foldiers,  he  was  indMced  by  nq 
perfonal  intereft  or  partiality,  nor  by  the  recommendations 
of  centurions,  but  by  his  owrt  opinion  and  ktiQwIege.     He 
would  know  all   that  paded ;  but  did  not  puniih  all  that 
was  amifs.     He  readily  pardoned  fmall  faults ;  but  fuch  asf 
were  enormous,  he  punifhed  with  proportionable  fevcrity. 
In  conferring  offices  and  employments,  he  chofe  men  of  ta- 
lents and  integrity.     Though  the   tribute  had  been  aug- 
mented, yet  he  lightened  it  by  a  juft  and  equal  diftribution 
of  all  public  burdens,  and  totally  abolifhed  whatevci*  ex- 
aftions  had  been  devifed  for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  and 
were  therefore  borne  with  more  difcontent  than  the  tribute 
itfelf  J  for  the  publicans  ufed,  under  colour  of  fecuring  the 
taxes,  to  feize  all  the  corn  of  the  inhabitants,  lock  up 
their  barns,  and  oblige  them  to  purchafe  their  own  grain  at 
a  high  price,  and  afterwards  fell  it  back  again  to  them  at  a 
low  rate  :  befides,  the  unhappy  people  were   injoined  tq 
take  Iqng  journies^  and  carry  grain  acrofs  the  feveral  coun- 
tries to  places  extremely  diftant;  infomuch  that  fevera| 
communities,    inftead  of  fupplying   the  winter-quarters, 
which  lay  adjoining,  were  obliged  to  furnifli  inch  as  were 
renfiote,  unlefs  they  redeemed  themfelves  from  that  op- 
preffion  with  confiderable  fums.    All  ^hefe  grievances  were 
entirely  fupprelTed  by  Agricola  in  his  &i|  year  \  by  whicl^ 

means 
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means  tli6  Britons  began  to  be  reconcikd  to  the  Roman  go-  RuoncUer 
yernnvent^  and  to  live  in  a  ftate  of  p>cacc  and  fecurity  *.  ^'^''^  ^o  th§ 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  fummer  he  affembled  his  ^^^^^  S^' 
army,  and  penetrated  farther  into  the  country.    He  himfclf  yr.  of  FU 
always  chofe   the  ground  for  encamping ;  the  friths  and      1427. 
woods  he    always  firft  examined ;  and  in  the  mean  time    AD.  79. 
allowed  the  enemy   not  a  moment'3  quiet,  but  was  ever  '      ; — ^ 
faarafling  them  with  fudden  incurfions.     Then  having  fuf-  ^^'''^^*' 
ficiently   alarmed   and  terrified,   he  ufed   to  fpare  them,  "^^^x^ju^ 
in  order  to  tempt  and  allure  them  with  the  fwcets  of  peace,  in  Britattt^ 
By  this  conduA  feveral  communities,  which  till  that  day  Se^it^ 
had  maintained  thcmfelves  in  a  ftate  of  independency,  laid  ^^-^^J^^ 
down  their  arms,  gave  hoftages,  and  fufFered  fortrefTes  to  be  ^'J/j-j^p-' 
ereftcd  in  their  territories.     This  is  the  account  which  Ta-  lioftag§u 
pituft  gives  tis  of  what  Agricola  performed  in  the  fecond 
fummer's  expedition  ;  but  as  be  fpeaks  in  general,  without 
itaming  any  particular  place,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  deter- 
minie  through  what  part  of  Britain  Agricola  marched,  and 
bow  far  into  the  country. 

Agricola,  having  thus  fpent  the  fumrtier,  employed  the  Agricotm 
winter  in  mcafu res  extremely  advantageous  and  falutary:  firings  th§ 
to  the  end  that  the  people,  wild  and  difperfed  over  tne    jltuhs 
qountry,  and  eaCiy  excited  to  war,  mighty  by  a  tafte  of  plea-  Roman 
fures,  be  reconciled  to  ina£livity  and  repofe,  he  firft  pri-  (ufloms. 
vately  exhorted,  and  then  publicly  af&fted  them,  to  buUd 
temples,  houfes,  and  places  of  public  refort,  reprimanding 
fflch  as  were  dilatory,   and  commending  thofe  who  were 
afiidttous  and  forward  in  fuch  purfuits     He  took  care  to 
have  the  fons  of  their  chiefs  inftrufted  in  the  liberal  fci- 
enccs;    znd  fuch   was   his  fuccefs,   that  thofe  who  bad 
lately  feorncd  to  learn  the  Roman  language.  Were  now  be- 
come fond  of  its  elegancies  :  thence  they  began  to  aflumc 
^be  Roman  apparel.    Thus,  by  tlegrees,  they  proceeded  to 
the  charms  and  allurements  of  vice  and  effeminacy,  to  mag- 
nificent galleries,  fumptuous  bagnios,  and  elegant  enter- 
tainments.    In   the  beginning  of  the   fummer,    Agricola  Yn  of  FU 
again  took  the  field,  and,  in  purfuit  of  his  conqucfts,  difco-    /^** 
vered  new  nations,  proceeding  northwards  as  far  ;^s  the  ' ^"^ 

^louth  of  the  Taus  or  Tay  :  whence  fuch  terror  feized  the  //^  extern^ 
enemy,  that  they  durft  not  attack  him,  though  his  troops  his  com- 
were  haraiTed  by  terrible  tcmpefts ;  fo  that  he  had  time  to  guefls  f 
fecure  the  places  he  had  conquered  by  erefting  forts.     It  *^««'»'* 
was  obfcrved  of  Agricola  by  men  of  experience^  that  no  ^' 
commander  ever  chofe  his  pofts  with  more  fkill,  with  re- 
gard to  fituation  and  convenience ;  and  that  no  place  of 

T^it*  in  Vit.  Agric.  cap*  io<»-xo. 
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ftrcngth,  founded  by  him,  was  ever  taken  by  ftorm,  or 
abandoned  as  not  defenfible.  From  thefe  fortrcfles  fre- 
quent excurfions  were  made ;  and,  as  they  were  f^ipplied 
with  provifions  for  a  year,  the  Romans  paffed  the  winter  in 
them  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion,  every  fingle  fort  de- 
fending itfelf ;  fo  that  the  enemy,  in  all  their  attempts, 
were  baffled,  and  reduced  to  defpair,  not  being  able,  as 
formerly,  to  repair,  by  their"  fuccefs  in  the  winter,  the 
lofies  they  had  fuftained  in  the  fummer  ^.  ' 

yr.  of  FL       The  fourth  fummer  after  Agricola's  arrival  in  Britain 
a4.*9-      was  employed  in  fettling  and  fecuring  the  places  which  he 
A.D.  Si.    IjjjjJ  already  conquered  ;  including  all  the  countries  on  this 
T       ..      fide  the  Glota  and  Bodotria,  now  the  Clyde  and  Forth,  into 
tktfeurtli    which  rivers  the  tide,  from  the  oppofite  feas,  flows  fo  far 
fummer  in   Up  the  country,  that  their  heads  are  parted  only  by  a  narrow 
/ecuring       neck  of  land,  not  above  twenty  miles  over. 

/     j^'*        ^"  ^^^  following  year,  the  firft  of  Domitian's  reign,  and 
^§»wreJ.    ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Britifh  war,   he  paiTed  the  frith  himfelf  in 
the  firft  (hip  that  landed,  fubdued,  in  many  fuccefsful  'en- 
counters, tribes  till  that  time  unknown,   and  placed  forces 
in  that  part  of  Britain  which  fronts  Ireland  ;  not  that  he  ap- 
prehended anydanger  from  the  inhabitantsof  that  ifland,  but 
becaufc  he  already  entertained  thoughts  of  reducing  it ;  for, 
as  it  lies  between  Britain  and  Spain,  and  is  capable  of  an  eafy 
communication  with  the  coaft  of  Gaul,  Agricola  confidercd, 
that  it  would  prove  of  infinite  ufe  in  bringing  together  thofe 
powerful  members  of  the  empire.     A  petty. king  of  the 
country,  expelled  by  domeftic  diflenfion,  was  already  re* 
ceived  into  proteftion  by  Agricola,  and,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  friendship,  referved  for  a  proper  occafion  ^     For 
thefe  conquefts,  Domitian  aflTumed  the  title  of  imperator  the 
fourth  time. 
Yr.  of  Fl.      Next  year,  Agricola  continued  his  conquefts  in  Britain, 
2430.       Qr  rather  Caledonia.     As  it  was  apprehended,  that  the  na- 
*'   tions  beyond  Bodotria,   or  the   frith  of  Edinburgh,   would 
jhrtcffia's    ^^^  arms,  and  that  all  the  ways  and  paflages  were  befet 
farther        with  the  enemy's  forces,  his  firil  ftep  was  to  coaft,  and  ex-. 
€9nquefis  in  amine,  by  means  of  his  fleet,  the  large  communities  beyond 
Brham,       the  frith,  probably  thofe  of  the  counties  of  Fife>  Angus, 
Mernes,  and  Aberdeen,  which  lie  beyond  Edinburgh  frith. 
In  this   expedition  the  fleet  conftantly  attended  the  army. 
The  Britons,  upon  fight  of  the  fleet,  were  feized  with  con- 
'    flernation  and  difmay.     The  feveral  nations,  inhabiting  Ca- 
ledonia, had  immediate  recourfe  to  arms,  and  boldly  attack- 
ing the  Roman  forts,  caufed  great  terror  and  alarm  among. 

^  Tacit.  Vit.  Agric,  cap  %%•  ^  Idem  ibidi  cap.  »4. 
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tTie  foldlers  ;  infomuch  that  there  were  fome  who  ddvifed 
-Agritola  to  return  to  this  fide  of  Bodotria,  feeing  it  was  left 
fhameful  to  retreat  of  their  own  ^ccord^  than  to  be  repulfed, 
and  driven  by  force.     As  Agricola  was  informed,  that  the 
enemy  defigned  to  attack  him  in  different  bodies,  he  di- 
vided his  army  into  three  parts,  and  thus  marched,  to  pre- 
vent their  furrounding  him  ;  for  they  furpafled  him  in  num«» 
bers,  and  in  the  knowlege  of  the  country.     In  confequence  q-^g  q,/^  ' 
of  this  difpofition,  the  Caledonians  changed  their  meafures,  Jonians  at^ 
and,  in  one  body,  fell  upon  the   ninth  legion.     As  the  at-  f^f^  the 
tack  was  in  the  night,  they  flew  the  guards,  entered  the  "^"'^  ^' 
trenches,   and  were  already  purfuing  ibe  flaughter  in  the  ^rere^ 
camp,  when  Agricola,  having  learnt  from  his  fpieswhat  route  pulfid, 
the  enemy  had  taken,  and  following  their  track,  commanded 
the  lighteft  of  his  foot  and  cavalry  to  charge  them,  while  yet 
engaged,   in  the  rear,  and  the  whole  army  to  give  a  loud 
fiiout.     By  this  motion   the    Caledonians   were  difmayed^ 
and  the  Romans  infpired  with  frefh  courage  ;  fo  that  they 
fell  upon  the  enemy  with  great  refolution,  and  drove  them 
to  the  gates  of  the  camp,  where  a  bloody  conflift  enfued. 
At  lad  the  Caledonians   were  routed  ;  and,  had  not  the 
bogs  and  woods  covered  their  flight,  the  war  would  have 
been  ended   by  this  viftory.      This  battle  was  probably 
fought   in  the  county  of  Fife  ;  for  Agricola*s  army  was  at 
that  time,  as  is  evident  from  Tacitus,  on  the  north  fide  of 
Bodotria,  or  the  frith  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  the  remains  of  a 
Roman  camp  are  flill  to  be  feen  in  that  country,  at  a  place 
called  Loch  ore  ^. 

The  Roman  foldiers,  elated  with  this  fuccefs,  and  think-  TAiRomaM 
ing  nothing  could  now  prove  infurmountable  to  their  brave-  fotaiers  d*-^ 
rv,  demanded  to  be  led  into  the  heart  of  Caledonia,  and  to  ^^J*^  ^^  ** 
the  qtmoft  limits  of  Britain,  which  they  hoped  to  difcover  /^^arfo/  ^ 
by  a  coiiftant  courfe  of  fuccefs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Caledo^ia^ 
Caledonians,  afcribing  the  viftory  gained  by  the  Romans,^  ', 

not  to  their  fuperior  courage,  but  to  the  fkill  and  addrefs 
of  their  general,  loft  nothing  of  their  fpirit  and  refolution  ; 
but  aimed  their  youth,  removed  their  wives  and  children 
into  places  of  fecurity,  and,  in  general  afltmblies  of  their 
feveral  communities,  engaged  in  a  league,  which  they 
ratified  by  folemn  facrifices.  Thus  they  mutually  retired 
for  the  winter,  with  minds  on  both  fides  equally  irritated, 
and  determined  upon  war  and  revenge  ". 

During  the  fame  fummer,  a  cohort  of  Ufipians,  levied 
by  the  Romans  in  Germany,  and  tranfponed  to  Britain, 
having  flain  the  centurion,  embarked  in  three  veflels,  with, 

^  Gordo|i  Iiin.  S^ptcntn  p.  36.  »  Tacit,  ibid.  cap.  14. 

a  de-* 
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a  defign  to  return  to  their  own  country,  forcing  the  pilot* 
to  condu£t  them :  but  one  of  thefe  making  his  efcape,  or 
bringing  them  back,  as  we  read  in  Dio  Caffius,  to  Britain^ 
they  fuipedled,  and  therefore  killed,  the  other  two,  and 
abandoned  themfeives  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves  ^ 
Britain       which,  after  having  long  toiTed  them  about  the  fea,  carried 
4tifco*vired  them  quite  round  Britain;  infomuch  that,  departing,  ac- 
m  he  Mt     cording  to  Dio,  from  the  eaftern,  they  returned  to  the  wef- 
*^  '        tern  coaft,  where  the  Roman  army  was  then  encamped  •  (L). 
In  the  following  ye^r,  Domitian  being  conful  the  tenth 
time,  with  Appiua,  or,  as  others  call  him,Oppius  Sabinus,  the 
brave  Agricola  purfued  hisconqueCls  in  Caledonia  with  ex- 
traordinary fuccefs.     Having  fent  forward  bis  navy,  he  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army  lightly  equipped,  and  to  it 
added  fome  of  the  braved  Britons,  whofe  fidelity  had  been 
fufBcientiy  proved  by  long  experience  in  peace.     Thus  he 
arrived  at  the  Grampian  Hills,  upon  which  the  enemy  were 
Yr.  of  Fl.  already  encamped  ;  for  the  Caledonians,  undaunted  by  the 
2431-      iflue  of  the  late  battle,  and  boldly  waiting  to  take  revenge, 
A-  !>•  84*  bad,  by  embaffies  and  confederacies,  aflembled  the  forces 

■ ef  all  their  communities,  to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand, 

^ he  Calf'    »nder  the  command  of  Galgacus^  the  moft  diftinguiflied  of 

^aw'to'     *^^ ^^^^^  leaders.    Thofe  who  defire  to  be  entertsiined  with 

getker         a  fpecimen  of  Roman  eloquence,  may  perufe  the  harangues 

ihirtythou*  which  Tacitus  has  compofed  for  each  general,  in  defcribing 

fMMdmen,    xkiv&  event.     That  the  Britons  as  iJvell  as  the  Romans  were 

harangued  before  the  a£lion,  is  not  to  be  doubted,  no  more 

than  that  Galgacus  inHRed  upon  thofe  topics  which  w£;re 

moft:  likely  to  intereft  his  audience. 

iii^a%e$      Agricola  had  fcarce  ended  his  fpeech,  when  the  foldierSf 

ihe  caiedo-  tranfported  with  joy,  flew  to  arms.    That  general,   per- 

mans  un-     qciving  them  fufficiently  animated  and  inflamed,  drew  theni 

^hJ^^  .     up  in  order  of  battle,  placing  the  auxiliary  foot,  to  the  nua>- 

f^^    *  '  Dio,  lib.  Ixvi.  p.  754^ 


(L)  Tacitus  relates,  that 
having  failed  quite  round  the 
5 11  and,  they  were  driven  on  the 
coafts  of  Germany,  where  their 
reflels  being  loft,  they  were 
feized  as  pirates  by  theSuevians 
and  Frifians  ;  and,  being  fold 
for  ilaves,  fome  of  them,  by 
change  of  mafters,  were  brought 
over  to  the  Roman  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  where  they  became  fa- 
mous by  relating  fuch  an  extra- 


ordinary adventure,  and  bydif** 
coveribg  that  Britain  was.  an 
ifland.  Their  provifions  had 
foon  failed  them  ;  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  to  make  frequent 
defcents,  and  engage  with  fe- 
veral  of  the  Britifh  nations,  in 
which  conflifts  they  often  prov- 
ed vi6torlous,  and  were  fome- 
times  defeated.  They  were  at 
length  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs, 
as  to  feed  upon  one  another* 

ber 
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jhrr  of  eight  tboufand  men  in  (be  centre,  »nd  three  tfaoti-' 
fuid  guacUiary  horfe  iii  th^  wiQg«.  He  wouki  iu)t  fufier  the 
legipos  to  advance ;  but  commanded  tb^m  to  (land  in  cru- 
der clofe  to  the  entrenchments.  The  Caledoniaos  were 
ranged  in  fugh  mai^ner,  that  the  front  occupied  the  piain^ 
)nd  the  reft  rofe  fncceiBvely  pppn  the  hrowd  (^  the  hills, 
€ne  ranic  clofe  above  the  o|ber.  Their  ^hariptsof  war  ami 
cavalry  filled  the  interjacent  ground-  Agricola*  appre.*- 
henfive,  as  the  enemy  far  furpaifed  him  in  number,  that  be 
&ould  be  attacked  at  the  fame  time  in  the  front  and  on  each 
flank)  o|>ened  and  esiteiKied  his  Ikie*  Ttie  onfec  wae  be«* 
gun  at  a  diflance^  by  ^  difcharge  of  miiSle^,  which  the 
Britons  fuftained  with<^ut  flinching,  and  returned  with  efied^ 
till  Agricola  encouraged  three  Batavian  cohorts,  and  two 
of  the  Tungrians,  to  clofe  with  the  enemy,  and  bring  them 
to  an  engagement  band  to  band.  The  dole  6ght  proved  very 
grievous  to  the  Caledonians,  who  had  no  armour  but  fmaU 
round  targets  and  long  cutting  fwords  blunted  ac  the  point, 
the  very  fame  kind  of  weapons  which  are  ftiil  ufed  by  the 
Highlanders  of  Scotland.  The  Batavians  redoubled  their 
blows,  wounded  the  enemy  with  the  iron  boSes  of  their 
bucklersj  mangled  their  faces,  and  beating  down  all  who 
oppofed  them  in  the  plain,  advanced  to  the  xiiing'ground  : 
the  other  Qphprts>  encouraged  by  their  example,  attacked 
the  enemy  wHh  equal  ardour,  and  made  a  dreadful  havock* 
In  the  mean  time,  their  cavalry  betook  themfelves  tp  flighty 
^nd  their  chariots  of  war,  mixing  with  the  foot^  and  en«- 
tangled  with  the  unevennefs  of  the  plac%,  occailon^d  a  ge^ 
neral  diforder  and  confufion  in  the  plain. 

The  Britons,  who  were  pofted  upon  the  ridges  of  the 
hills,  ^nd  bad  hitherto  no  ihare  in  the  encounter,  now  be- 
gan to  defcend  flowly,  hoping  to  furround  the  Romans  who 
were  engaged  and  eager  in  purfuing  the  advantage  they  had 
gained  :    but  Agricola,  who  had  forefeen  this  very  defign^ 
detached  four  fquadrons  of  horfe  againft  them,  which  he 
had  referved  near  him  for  the  fudden  exigencies  of  the 
field.     Thefe,  falling  uppn  the  enemy  with  great  vigour 
and  intrepidity,  obliged  them  to  retire,  and  put  them  ia 
great  diforder  :  then  turning  againft  the  Caledonians  their 
own  dev^pesj  they  wheeled  about,  and  attacked  the  enemy 
in  the  rear.     In  ^onfequence  of  this  charge,  the  Calcdoni-  TheCale^ 
ans  began  to  retire  in  great  confufion.     Some  of  them  fled  doni^^nsan 
in  large  bodies ;  others,  quite  unarmed,  ruihing  into  dan-  ^^^f^iy 
gcr,  offered  themfelves  through  defpair  to  inftant  death.  ^^^^^^  I 
yn  alj  fides  lay  fcattered  arms,  carcafes,    and  mangled 
Jimb?  ;  and  tbe  ground  was  dyed  with  bipod.     Son>e  band^ 
of  the  vanquiih^  ftiU  fQug^jit  wiih  incredible  refQlutioo  Ani 
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bfavery ;  and,  when  they  gained   the  woods,  they  rallied, 

and  furroundcd  their  purfuers,  who,  without  knowing  the 

country,  had  ventured  too  far:  whence  the  conquerors  mud 

have  fuffered  fomc  terrible  diftafter,  had  not  Agricola,  who 

.was  conftantly  flying  from  one  quarter  to  another,  ordered 

the  light-armed   cohorts  to  inveft  the  enemy  on  all  fides, 

and  fome  of  the  cavalry  to  difmount,  and  enter  the  narrow 

paiTes,  while  the  reft  of  the  horfe  advanced  into  the   more 

mndpur-      open  and  paffable  parts  of  the  wood.    "In  fine,  the  Caledo- 

Jaedby  ih$    nians  were  totally  routed,  and  fled  for  (helter  to  their  woods 

Romans       and  deferts,  after  they  had  loft  ten  thoufand  men  kilted  on 

ItMiskr'^  the  field  of  battle  :  whereas  the  lofsof  the  Romans  did  not 

^      *     exceed  three  hundred  and  forty,  including  Aulus  Atticus, 

commander  of  a  cohort,  who  by  his  youthful  ardour,  was 

hurried  into  the  midft  of  the  enemy  ^  (M). 

The  following  night  proved  a  night  oJF  great  joy  to  the 
conquerors,  both  from  vitlory  and  fpoil :  but  the  Caledo- 
nians, both  men  and  women,  crying  and  howling,  wan- 
dered in  defpair  :  fome  dragged  away  their  wounded ;  others 
were  heard  calling  for  their  loft  friends  j  all  abandoned 
their  houfes,  and  fome  in  rage  even  fet  fire  to  them  :  at 
length  they  totally  difappeared..  Next  day,  when  from  the 
fpies,  who  had  been  difpatched  into  all  quarters,  it  was 
learnt,  that  no  certain  traces  could  be  difcovered  whither 
the  enemy*  had  fled,  and  that  they  had  no-where  rallied  in 
bodies,  Agricola,  confidering  that  the  fummer  was  already 
far  fpent,  and  confequently  that  he  could  not  purfue  the 
operations  o£  the  war,  led  his  army  into  the  country  of  the 
Hfrders  Horeftians,  fuppofed  to  be  the  fhire  of  Angus.  Having 
kit  feet  to  received  hoftages,  he  ordered  the  admiral  of  the  fleet  to  fail 
"^Skt^R^^^d  ro^'^d^^^^in,  furniftiing  him  with  proper  forces  for  that 
*  expedition,  which  he  happily  accompliftied ;  and  thence 
proved  Britain  to  be  an  ifland.  On  this  occafion  were  dif- 
covered and  fubdued  the  ifles  of  Orkney,  and  Thule,  now 
called  Iceland,  or,  as  others  infift,  Shetland.  In  the  mean 
time,  Agricola  himfelf  led  on  the  foot  and  horfe  with  a 
flow  pace,  that  the  minds  of  thefe  new-conquered  nations 
might  be  awed  and  difmayed  by  prolonging  his  march 
through  their  country.  He  then  put  his  army  into  winter- 
quarters.  Soon  after  the  fleet  having  failed  round  the 
iilandj  returned  to  the  port  whence  it  had  departed  (N). 

Ihus 

p  Tacit,  in  Vit.  Agricol.  cap.  35— JS. 

« 
(M)     Antiquaries    are    not         (N)  That  port  is  called  by 
agreed  about  the  place  where    Tacitus,  Trutulenlis,  which  is 
this  battle  was  fought.  '  entirely  unknown.    Some,  in- 

ftead 
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Thus,  after  many  ftruggles  and   contefts,  Britain  wa3  at  Yr.  of  F!. 
length  entirely  reduced  ;  but  the  Romans  did  not  long  con-     ^4^*- 
tinue  maders,  at  leaft  of  Caledonia,  what  Agricola  gained  ^' 

being  foori  after  loft  by  Domitian.     The  poet  Juvenal  fpeaks  Britain  en* 
of  a  Britifli  king,  named  Arviragup,  who  was  at  war  with  urely  rg» 
the  Romans  in  Domitian's  reign  *J ;  and  all  the  Scots  hifto-  i^uce^f, 
rians  relate,  that,  upon  the  departure  of  Agricola,  the  Ca- 
ledonians pofTelTed  themfelvcs  of  the  caftles  and  forts  raifed 
by  him   in  their  country.     The  Roman    hiflorians  fcarce  ^ 

take  any  notice  of  the  Britifli  affairs  till  the  reign  of  the 
emperor  Adrian,  who  came  over  into  Britain,  where  he 
built  a  wall  eighty  miles  in  length,  in  order  to  feparate  the 
Romans  from  the  Barbarians  %  ' 

Agricola   immediately  acquainted  Domitian    by  letters 
with  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  his  arms  in  Britain.    The 
account  was  plain  and  modeft,  without  oftentation,  or  pomp. 
The  emperor  received  it  with  joy  in  his  countenance,  but  Dcm'uian 
aiiguifh  in  his  heart,  being  convinced,  that  his  late  mock«  is  flung 
triumph  over  the  Germans  was  held  in  public  derition ;  *^itheniy 
whereas  now  a  true  and  glorious  victory,  gained  by  the  ^'       ^,. 
flaughter  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  the  enemy,  was  every  conquers  -* 
where  founded  by  the  voice  of  fame,  and  received  with  uni- 
verfal  applaufe.     He  could  not  endure,  that  the  name  of  a 
private  man  fiiould  be  exalted  above  that  of  the  prince  :  to 
the  emperor  alone,  he  thought,  properly  appertained  the 
glory  and  renown  of  being  a  great  general.     Tortured  with 
thefe  anxious  thoughts,  and  indulging  his  humour  of  being 
(hut  up  in  fecret,  a  certain  indication  that  he  was  meditat- 
ing fome  bloody  defign,  he  at  laft  judged  it  the  beft  courfe 
to  fmother  his  rancour  till  the  reputation  of  thefe  conquefts, 
and  the  afFeftion  of  the  army  to  Agricola,  were  fomewhat 
abated.     To  him,  therefore,  he  caufed   to  be  decreed  by  yg^  caufes 
the  fenate  the  triumphal  ornaments,  a  ftatue  crowned  with  triumphal 
laurel,  and  every  honour  inftead  of  a  real  triumph,  heigh-  honours  t9, 
tening  thefe  ceremonies  with  many  expreflions  of  efteem  ^^^^^^^^<^ 
and  refpe£l :    but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  refolved  to  recall  yr/ of  pj 
him;  and  that  this  ftep  might  not  be  afcribed  to  jealoufy      2433.    * 
or  envy,  he  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread  abroad,  that  to    A.D.  85. 

Agricola  was  deftined  the  province  of  Syria,  a  government 

then  vacant  by  the  death  of  Atilius  Rufus,  a  man  of  con-  ^fj^*^^^' 

^  Juvcn.  Satir.  iv.  ver.  38.  '  Spart.  in  Vit.  Hadriani. 

HeadofTrutulenfis,  read  Rhu-  Caledonia,  or  Scotland;  and 
tupenfis,  fuppofed  to  be  Sand-  confequently  muft  have  failed 
wich  haven  :  but  from  Tacitus  from  ,  fome  port  of  that  king- 
it  is  manifeft-  that  the  fleet  at  dom. 


him- 


that  tihie  attended  A  ^ricola  ia 


fular 
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fular  dignity.     Agricola  furrcndered  to  his  fucccflbr,   prd^ 
bably  Salluftius  Secundus,  the  province  now  fettled  in  per* 
feG  peace  and  tranquility.   To  avoid  all  popular  diftinftion^ 
by  having  a  concourfe  of  people  to  meet  him,  he  entered 
Roipc  by  night,  and  went,  as  he  was  directed,  to  the  pa- 
lace ;  where  he  was  received  by  the  erhperor  with  a  flight 
embrace,  without  a  word   faid,  and   then  pafled  undiftin- 
Jgrieola      guiflied  amongft  the  crowd  of  courtiers.     From  this  time 
tioM  a  re-  forward,  to  leffen  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  of  a  mi- 
iiredlift.     Htary  man,  and  a  gallant  commander,  a  name  cverdillafte- 
ful  to  thofe  who  live  themfelves  in  idlenef^,  he  rcfigned 
bimfelf  entirely  to  inaftivity  and  repofe. 

After  the  departure  of  Agricola,  we  have  but  Ihort  and 
unconne£ted  accounts  of  the  tranra£lions  in  this  ifland^ 
till  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Adrian.    We  do  not  even 
know  who  was  Agricola's  fucceflbr  iu  the  government  of 
Britain.     We  only  read  in  Suetonius  •,  that  Salluftius  Lu- 
cuUus  was  legate  of  Britain  in  the  reign  of  Domitian  ;  and 
that  he  was  put  to  death  by  that  prince,  for  fuffering  hi? 
name  to  be  given  to  a  fort  of  fpears  which  he  had  invented. 
In  the  reigns  of  Nerva,  who  fucceeded  Domitian,  andTra-* 
jan,  who  fucceded  Nerva,  fome  comrnqti^ns  happened  in 
theiflandj  but  all  we  know  of  them  is,  that  they  wer? 
foon  appeafed,  and  that  the  country  was  reftored   to  it? 
former  tranquility,  by  the  Roman  troops  quartered  there  j 
which,  according  to  Jofephus,  amounted  to  four  legions  ^ 
In  the  reign  of  Adrian,  the  fucceflbr  of  Trajan,  the  Ca- 
ledonians, having  demoliflied  fomc  of  the  forts  built  bj^ 
Agricola  between  the  above  mentioned  friths,  made  an  ir^ 
ruption  into  the  Roman  province.     In  the  firft  year  of  A- 
drian's  reign,  Julius  Severus,  a  commander  of  great  re-* 
nown,  was  difpatched  againft  them  ;  but  he  beiujg  fuddenly 
recalled,  and  employed  againft  the  Jews,  then  in  r.ebelIIon. 
Prifcus  Licinius  was  fent  over  in  his  room,  and  follower 
Yr.  of  FU  foon  after  by  the  emperor  in  p^rfon  j  whofe  arrival  ftruclf 
1468.       tlie  Caledonians  with  fuph  terror,    that  abandoning  the 
'^^'   countries  they  had  feized,  they  retired  to  the  more  norther^ 
Mrian  itt    P^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ifland.     Adrian,  not  thinking  it  worth  his  while 
Britaia,       \^  make  war  upon  them,  in  order  to  keep  them  quiet  re* 
HUfwalL     iinquiftied  all  the  country  between  the  Tyne  ana  the  twQ 
friths  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  to  reftrain  them  from  making 
incurfions  into  the  Roman  province,  he  caufed  a  wall  t9  be 
built, extending  from  the  Eden,  in  Cumberland,  to  the  Tync, 
in  Northumberland,  eighty  miles  in  length  ^,    Having  tiittf 

*  Suet,  in  Domit.  t  Jofepb.  ap»d  Camden,  in  Roman*  Sjptr- 

tian.  in  Hadrian,  cap.  5.  u  Idem  ibid.  p.  6. 
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fettled  affairs  in  Britain,  and  reformed  many  abufes,  ne 
returned  to  Rome,  where  he  was  honoured  with  the  title  of 
Reftorer  of  Britain; 

To  Adrian  fuccecded  Antoninus  Pius,  in  whofe  reign 
the  Brigantes  revolted  ;  arid  the  Caledonians  having,  in  fe«^ 
vera!  places>  deniolifhed  Adrian's  rampart,  began  again  to 
ravage  the  Roman  territories.     Againft  them  was  fent  Lol- 
lius  Urbicus,  who  obliged  the  Brigantes  to  fubmit  once 
more  to  the  Roman  yoke;     Having  driven  back  the  nor-  loIUus 
fchern  Barbarians,  he  confined  them  within  narrower  bounds  ^^^h^' 
than  before,  by  a  new  wall,  extending  from  the  Forth  to  j|*4/^//. 
the  Clyde,  as  appears  beyond  all  doubt  from  certain  irifcrip- 
tions  upon  ftones  found  in  this  wall,  part  of  which  ftill  re- 
mains in  the  neighbourhood  of  Duilbritton  ;  which  ftones 
are  preferved  in  the  college  of  Glafgow.  For  thefe  atchieve- 
mehts,  Antoninus  received  the  furriame  of  Britannicus> 
though  he  had  never  feen  Britain  himfelf. 

In  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  the  fucceflbr  of  Anto-  Vr.  of  Fh 
hinus  Pius',  new  commotions  were  raifed  in  Britain  \  which      »4.36. 
obliged  the  emperor  to  feiid  thither  Calpurnius  Agricola,  ^'^*  '3** 
who,  it  feems,  appeafed  them  \  for  Fronto,  the  famous  ora-  "" 
tor,  as  quoted  by  Eumeiiius,  in  a  panegyric  on  the  emperor 
Marcus  Aurelius,  fays,  among  other  things,  that  though, 
redding  in  his  palace  at  Rome,  he  had  committed  the  ma* 
nagcknent  of  the  war  to  one  of  his  genferals,  yet,  like  a  pi- 
lot fitting  at  the  ftern,  and  guiding  the  helnl,  he  deferved 
the  honour  of  the  whole  expedition  ^. 

Marcus  Aurelius  fuccieeded  Commodus,  in  whofe  reign 
the  Caledonians,  having  paffed  the  wall  which  parted  them 
from  the  Romans,  and  cut  in  pieces  the  Roman  general, 
and  moft  of  his  army,  committed  dreadful  devauations, 
without  reftraint,  till  Uipius  Marcellus  was  fcrit  againft  t/Z/rif/ 
them,  who  drove  back  the  Caledonians  with  great  daughter,  ^^'*^*^^*[' 
and  rcftored  the  ifland  to  its  former  tranquility.     The  repu-  CaUdoni- 
tation  he  gained  in  this  expedition  was  fo  great,  that  the  ans  out  of 
emperor,  thinking  his  own  glory  eclipfed  by  that  of  his  ge-  the  Roman 
tieral,  refolvcd  to  put  him  to  death  5  but,  in  the  end,  only  pr^^fcts. 
removed  him  from  his  government :  for  the  great  advan- 
tages gained  by  Uipius  in  Britain,  Commodus  affumed  the 
title  of  imperator  the  fixth  time  *.    That  brave  commander 
had  no  fooner  left  Britain,  than  the  army  began  to  mutiny,  Thearm^ 
complaining  chiefly  of  Perennis,  the  emperor's  favourite,  "*  Britain 
Who,  governing  with  abfolute  authority,  fent  only  perfons  ''**'''''"• 
of  the  cqucftrian  order  to  command  the  Britifli  army,  whom 

V  Eatnen.  Panegjrr*  x.  x  Dio,  lib.  Ixii.  p.  821.    Carnd.  , 

Kumifm.  7.    Spccfius,  fol.  I33i 
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the  foldiers  therefore  refufed  to  obey.    The  mutiny  was  caf* 
ried  fo  far,  that  the  army  fent  deputies  to  Rome,  fifteen 
hundred,  fays  Dio  Caffius,  of  their  own  body,  to  complain 
of  Perennis.    Thcfe  the  emperor  received  without  the  city ; 
and  being  informed  by  them  that  Perennis  afpired  to  the 
empire,  and  had,  with  that  view,  calhiered  the  braveft  offi- 
cers, and  placed  his  own  creatures  in  their  room,  he  deli- 
vered the  traitor  to  the  fury  of  the  praetorian  bands,  which 
he  then  commanded,  and  muft  have  no  lefs  enraged  than 
he  had  done  the  Britifli  army ;  for  he  was,  after  a  thoufand 
outrages,  torn  in  pieces  by  them,  with  bis  wife,  his  fifter, 
and  his  two  fons  y.     In  the  mean  time  Helvius  Pertinax, 
afterwards  emperor,  was  fent  into  Britain,  to  br;ng  back 
the  mutinous  army  to  a  fenfc  of  their  duty.     Upon  his  ar- 
rival the  foldiery,  not  able  to  bear  the  tyrannical  govern- 
ment of  Commodus,  offered  him  the  fovereignty ;  but  he, 
by  rcjedting  their  offer  with  indfgnation»  and  proceeding 
"With  too  much  fe verity  againft  the  mutineers,   provoked 
them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  one  of  the  legions  openly  re- 
Tolting,  much  blood  was  (bed,  and  Pertinax  himfelf  left  for 
dead  among  the  flain.     However,  in  fpite  of  all  obftacles, 
he  brought  the  army  at  laft  to  fubmit,  and  reftored  tran- 
quility to  the  province  ;  but  as  his  feverity  had  excited  the 
Ill-will  and  hatred  of  the  foldiery,  he  was  fome  time  after 
recalled,  at  his  own  requeft,  Clodius  Albinus  being  ap- 
pointed govertior  of  Britain  in  his  room  *.     Albinus  hav- 
ing, in  a  fpeech  to  the  foldiery,  upon  a  falfe  report  of  the 
emperor's  death,  declared  for  the  power  of  the  fenate  againit 
that  of  the  emperor,  was  commanded  by  Commodus  to  re- 
fign  the  government  of  Britain  to  Junius  Severus :  bat 
Commodus  being  foon  after  murdered,  Pertinax,  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  ordered  Albinus  again  into  Britain,  where  he  conti- 
nued during  the  fliort  reigns  of  Pertinax  and  DIdius  Julia- 
nus.     As  he  had,  by  his  gefterofity,  gained  the  affeftions 
of  the  Britifh  army,  he  was,  upon  the  death  of  Julranu?, 
t^vtrair     Proclaimed  emperor.    To  maintain  his  title  againft  Severuff, 
of  Britain^  ^^o  ^^^d  received  the  fame  honour  from  the  army  in  Pan- 
is/aluiid    nonia,  he  paffed  over  into  Gaul  with  his  Briti(b  troops; 
tmptror.     tut  being  encountered  By  his  rival  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Lyons,  his  army  was  defeated,  and  himfelf  flain. 
Britain  Scvcrus,  now  matter  of  the  whole  Roman  empire,  dJ- 

at<uided  vj(jed  Britain  into  two  governments,  not  thinkme  it  per- 
govern-  "^ps  advileabic  to  trult  one  man  with  fo  great  a  command. 
Mints,        The  hither,  or  fouthem  part  of  the  iffand,  was  given  to  Hc- 

y  Dio,  lib.  Ixxii.  p.  821,    L^mp.  ia  Commod.  p«  48.       >  Capitol. 
in  Pcf  tiAdce,  cap.  3* 
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ihaclitus,  and  the  northern  to  Virius  Lupus,  which  laft  was 
fo  haraffed  by  the  continual  inroads  of  the  Caledonians, 
that  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  purchafe  a  peace  with  mo- 
ney; which  they  maintained  till  the  fifteenth  year  of  Se- 
verus's  reign,  when  breaking  again  into  the  Roman  pro- 
vince, they  committed  moft  dreadful  devaftations.    Virius 
Lupus,  not  thinking  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  withftand 
them,  retired  as  they  advanced,  and  in  the  mean  time  ac- 
quainted the  emperor  with  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  the  dan- 
gers that  threatened  the  province.     Severus,  upon  receiving  Yr.  of  Fl. 
this  intelligence,  refolved  to  put  an  end  to  the  daily  incur-      i^fis* 
Sons  of  the  enemy,  by  the  entire  conqueft  of  the  North,  ^-  ^-  *®7» 
and  fct  out  for  Britain,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  _ 
accomjpanied  by  his  two  fons  Caracalla  and  Geta.     The  Ca-  J^Jl^er 
Jedonians  no  fooner  heard  of  his  arrival,  than  they  fent  tnto^Bri' 
arabaffadors,  offering  to  conclude  a  peace  upon  honourable  tain. 
terms.  Thefe  the  emperor  detained,  till  he  was  ready  to  take 
the  field,  and  then  difmiffed,  without  granting  their  requeft. 
As  foon  as  the  feafon  was  fit  for  aSion,  he  marched  into 
their  country,  which  he   ravaged  with  fire  and  fword,  to 
the  moft  diftant  and  northern  coafts  of  the  ifland     Though 
no  battle  was  fought  in  this  expedition,  yet  partly  by  the 
enemy's  continual  ambufcades,  partly  by  the  hardfhips  and 
toils  the  foldiers  underwent  in  cutting  down  woods,  build- 
ing bridges,  and  draining  marihes,  fifty  thoufand  are  faid 
to  have  periftied.    The  Caledonians,  however,  were  obliged 
to  purchafe  a  peace,  by  yielding  to  the  Romans  part  of  their 
country^  and  delivering  up  their  arms.     Having  concluded 
a  peace  with  the  Caledonians,  he  returned  to  York,  leav- 
ing to  his  fon  Caracalla  the  command  of  the  army,  and 
the  tafk  6f  finifliing  the  wall  he  had  begun  :  for  this  expe- 
dition Severus  was  honoured  by  the  fenate  with  the  title  of  Hi  hulidsa 
Britannicus  Maximus,  and  his  two  fons  with  that  of  Bri-  ^'^  ^^' 
tannicus  *.      The  emperor  being  taken  ill  at  York,   the 
Caledonians  were  no  fooner  informed  of  his  indifpofition, 
than  they  univerfally  took  up  arms ;  a  revolt  which  provoked 
Severus  to  fuch  a  degree,  t;hat  he  ordered  his  fon  Caracalla 
to  enter  their  country  with  the  whole  array,  and  put  all  he 
met  to  the  fword,  without  diftin£):ion  of  fex  or  agie :  but 
the  emperor  dying  before  his  orders  could  be  put  in  execu-  Severuj 
tion,  his  two  fons,  having  concluded  a  ihameful  peace  with  ^i^^^ 
the  Caledonians,  returned  to  Rome  ^. 

In  the  reigns  of  the  twelve  fucceeding  emperors,  Macri- 
nu8,  Heliogabalus,  Alexander,  Maximinus,  Pupienus,  Gor- 
dian,  Philip^   Decius,   Gallus,   Valerian,   Gallienus,  and 

*  Spart.  in  Sever.  Ooltz,  p.  88.  b  Dio,  lib*  Ixxviii.  p.  88s. 
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Claudius,  we  are  left  almoft  iti  the  dark  as  to  the  affairs  of 
Britain ;  for  all  we  know,  wbik  thefe  princes  ruled,  is, 
that  Britain  dill  continued  to  be  a  Roman  province  ;  that 
in  the  reign  of  Gordian  III.  it  was  governed  by  Nonnius- 
Philippus  (O) ;  that  under  Valerian  and  GalHenus,  the  Ro- 
znin  troops  quartered  in  the  North,  to  reftrain  the  Caledo- 
nians, were  commanded  by  DefkiienuS'  -^lianus  (P) ;  that 
Britain,  revolting  from  Gallienus,  declared  for  Pofthumus> 
who  had  ufurped  the  fovereignty  in  Gaul ;  that  of  the  thirty 
ufurpers,  or,  as  they  are  ftyled,  tyrants,  be  fides  Pofthumus^ 
thq  following  were  acknowleged  in  Britain;  LoUianus,. 
Viclorianus,  and  Tetricus,  of  whom  the  laft  being  over- 
come by  the  emperor  AureKan,- Britain  fubmitted  to  the 
Conlfanttust  conqueror,  who  fent  hither  Conftantius,  the  father  of  Con- 
the father  ftantine  the  Great,  to  eftabli/h  his  authority  in  the  ifland  ^ 
Aurelian  was  fucceeded  by  1  acitus,  and  he,  after  a  ihort 
reign  of  about  fix  months,  by  Probus,  in  whofe  time  Bo- 
nofus,  defcended  of  a  SpaniOi  family,  but  born  in  Britain,, 
ufurped  the  fovereignty,  and  was  acknowlegecl  here,  as  well 
as  in  Gaul  and  Spain  ;  but  being,  after  feveral  battles,  rc- 
duted  by  Probus  to  great  difBculties,  he  chofe  rather  to 
ftrangle  himfelf,  than  fall  into  tli«  hands  of  the  conque- 
ror (  Q^)-    Probus  was,  according  to  Vopifcus  *,  the  firft 

c  Eumcn.  Panegyr.  ix.  &  x.   Trebel,  PolL  in  30  Tyra».        *  Vo- 
pifc.  in  Prob.  cap.  18. 
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Great, 
Jent  into 
Mriiaitt. 


(O)  This  we  learn  ynotvrith- 
jlanding  the  filence  of  the  Ro- 
man hi^orians,  from  an  ancient 
ftifcription  found  at  a  place,  by 
the  Romans  called  Cadra  £xr 
ploratorum,  ^nd  by  us  Old  Car- 
Jille.  It  is  a  votive  infcription 
for  the  healih  of- the  emperor, 
of  his  wife,  and  the  whole  im- 
perial family,  erected  by  thc^ 
Koman  horfe  quartered  in  Bri- 
tain, under  the  command  of 
-^  mill  us  CrifpinuSy  a  native  of 
Tuidrum  in  Africa-.  In  two 
other  infcriptions  found  at  Lan- 
cheftcr  an  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham, mention  is  made  of  Mae- 
ciiius  Fufcus,  and  Cneius  Lu- 
cilianus,  both  propraetors  of 
Britain  in  the  reign  of  the  fame 
emperor  Gordian  II f. 

(0  Zof.  lib.  I  p.'Uf. 


(P)  This  appears  from  the 
following  infcription  found  in 
Northumberland  t 

PRO  SALVTE 
DESIDIEXI  ^LIANI  PR^  •  .  • 
ET     SVA    S. 
POSVIT    VOT. 
•>  .  AO.  SOLVIT  LIBE«> 
NS  TVSCO    BT  BAS- 
SO coss, 

(  QL)  Zofimus  ( I )  and  Zo» 
naras  (2)  tell  us,  that  a  gover- 
nor, fent  hither  by  Probus,  af- 
fumed  the  imperial  purple ; 
but  was  foon  after  killed  by  Vic- 
torinus,  upon  whofe  recont- 
mendarion  he  had  been  prefer- 
red to  the  government  of  this 
iiland. 


(ft)  26nar.  p.  i^d. 
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that  allowed  the  Britons,  Spaniards,  and  Gauls,  to  plant 
vines.     The  fame  emperor  having,  in  an  engagement  on  Bttrgun* 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine  with  the  Burgundians  and  Vandals,  ^^"^^"^ 
taken  their  king  Igiilus  prifoner,  with  many  others  of  thefe  ^^^^^J^  '* 
nations,  tranfplanted  them  into  Britain  *. 

In  the  beginning  of  DiocleGan's  reign,  Caraufius,  a  na-  Caraufms 
tive  of  Gaul,  palling  over  into  Britain,  aflumed  the  title  of  ^"^^^'^ 
emperor,  and  was  acknowleged  by  all  the  troops  quartered  l^^L^g, 
here  }  nay,  by  a  treaty  concluded  between  him  and  Maxi-  reignty  of 
miah,  whom  Dioclefian  had  taken  for  his  partner  in  the  em-  BritaiM* 
pire,  Britain  was  given  up  to  Caraufius,  who  governed  it 
with  the  title  of  emperor  for  the  fpace  of  fix  or  feven  years; 
but  wa5  afterwards  killed  by  Alleftus  ;  as  was  Alleftus,  who 
had  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  emperor  in  Britain,  in 
a  pitched  battle  with  Afclepiodotus,  one  of  Conftantius's 
officers.     Upon  his  death,  Britain  was  reunited  to  the  em- 
pire, after  it  had  been  held  about  feven  years  by  Caraufius, 
and  three  by  Allefius*     The  two  emperors,  Dioclefian  and 
Maxim ian,  having  refigned  the  empire  to  Galerius  and  Con- 
ftantius,  the*  latter,  to  whofc  (hare  the  weftern  provinces 
fell,  foon  after  his  acceffion  to  the  empire,  pafled  over  into 
Britain,  to  make  war  qn  the  Caledonians  and  Pi£):s,  whom 
he  overcame ;  but,  not  long  after,  died  at  York  S  where 
he  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  fee  his  fon  Conftantine  before  he 
expired,  and  to  appoint  him  hfs  fucceffor ;  fo  that  Conftan-  ConJIaniint 
tine  began  bis  reign  in  Britain,  and,  fome  time  after,  re-  ^^S^"'"" 
turned  to  this  iiland,  probably  to  reflrain  the  incurfiohs  of  £rttaia% 
the  Caledonians.   He  altered  the  divifion  of  Britain,  which, 
by  Severus,  had  been  formed  intb  two  provinces  only ;  but 
was  by  him  divided  into  three,  Britannia  Prima,  Britannia 
Secunda,  and  Maxima  Caefarienfis,  which  laft  was  'after- 
wards fubdivided  into  two  parts,  namely.  Maxima  Caefa* 
rienfis,  and  Flavia  Caefarienfis.     The  removal  of  the  impe- 
rial feat  from  Rome  to  Conftantinople,  which  happened  in 
the  reign  of  Conftantine,  gave  the  northern  nations  an  op- 
portunity of  making  frequent  irruptions  into  the  JR.oman 
province,  the  emperor  having  carried  with  him,  firft  into 
Gaul,  and  afterwards  into  the  Eaft,  not  only  moft  of  the 
Roman  troops  quartered  in  Britain,  but  likewife  the  flower 
of  the  Britiih  youth ;  on  which  account  he  is  cenfured  by 
Zofimus,  for  neglecting  the  boundary  of  the  empire  on  this 
fide  K. 

Conftantine  divided  the  empire  among  his  three  fons, 
Conftantine,  Conftana,  and  Conftantius,  of  whom  the  lat- 

«  Zof.  lib.  i.  p.  865.  f  Hicr.  Chron,    Aur.  Via.  p.  516. 
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ter,  being  in  a  fliort  time  poflfeffed  of  the  whole,  fent  into 
Britain  the  famous  notary  and  informer  Paulus,  furnamcd 
Catena,  to  bring  from  thence  the  tribunes,  and  other  of- 
ficers, who  had  joined  Magnentius.    Conftantiua,  about  the 
latter  end  of  his  teign,  committed  the  government  of  the 
weftern  provinces  to  Julian,  afterwards  called  the  Apoftate, 
who  being  informed,  while  he  was  in  his  winter-quarters  at 
Paris,  that  the  Pid^s  and  Scots,  about  this  time  fTrft  diftii^- 
guiflied  in  hiftory  by  that  name  (R),  had  broken  into  the 
Koman  province,  and  committed  horrid  ravages,  difpatched 
his  lieutenant  Lupicinus,  with  fome  troops,  againft  them. 
Lupicinus,  embarking  at  Bologne  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
reached  London  in  a  few  days  ;  but  he  had  fcarce  landed 
his  troops,  when  he  was  recalled  *,  the  northern  nations 
having  perhaps  appeafed  Julian  by  their  fubmiflion.    Dur- 
ing the  fhort  reigns  of  Julian  and  Jovian,  we  find  nothing 
in  hiftory  concerning  the  affairs  of  Britain :  butj  under  Va- 
lentinian  I.  the  Pi6ls,  Scots,  Attacots,  Saxans,  and  other 
northern  nations,  invaded  the  Roman  province  at  the  fame 
time  ;  and  having  killed  Neftaridus,  count  of  the  maritime 
trafb,  and  Fullofaudes,  who  is  diftinguiflied  with  the  title 
of  dux  or  duke,  ravaged  the  country  to  a  great  extent^,  and 
reduced  the  inhabitants  to  a  moft  deplorable  condition. 

Intelligence  of  this  invafion  being  brought  to  Valentinian, 
while  he  was  on  his  journey  from  Amiens  lo  Treves,  he 
immediately  difpatched  into  Britain  Severus,  his  comes  dp- 
mefticorum  ;  but  foon  after  recalled  him,  and  fent  Jovinus 
in  his  room,  wbo  having  acquainted  the  emperor  with  the 
miferable  condition  to  which  the  ifland  was  reduced,  and 
the  ftill  greater  evils  with  which  it  M;as  threatened,  Theo*, 
dofius,  father  to  the  emperor  of  that  nan^e,  was  chofen  for 
this  province,  and  trufted  with  the  fole  diredlion  of  fo  trou- 
^lefome  a  war.  Theodofius,  upon  his  arrival  in  Britain, 
divided  his  forces  into  different  parties,  which  2|dvaiicmg 
againft  the  enemy,  who  were  roving  up  and  down  the  coun- 
try, put  great  numbers  of  them  to  death,  re^oyer^d  t"^ 

^  Ammis^n,  lib.  xx.  p.  154. 


(R)  Ammianus  Marcellinus, 
who  wrote  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  fourth  century,  is  the 
firll  hidorian  that  mentions  the 
Scots :  but  St.  Jerom,  in  his 
epiflle  againft  Ctefiphon  the  Pe- 
lagian, has  given  us  a  much 
more  ancient  paflage,  which  he 
tranflated  put  pf  Porphyry  the 


Greek  philofophcr,  who  wrote 
an  age  betbrc  Ammianus.  The 
paffage  is  as  follows:  ''JJcitber 
Britain,  a  province  fertile  lO 
tyrants,  nor  the  Scottifli  nationS| 
nor  the  barbarous  nations  rouoa 
about  to  the  very  ocean,  di^ 
ever  acknowlegs  Mofcs  m  »^ 
prophets/'  ^         j^^^y 
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booty  and  prifoners  they  had  taken,  and  obliged  them  to 
abandon  the  province.    The  Barbarians  being  thus  repulfed, 
l^eodofius  entered  Lundonium,  or  London,  in  a  kind  of 
triumph,  and  reftored  that,  as  well  as  feveral  other  cities, 
which  had  greatly  fufFered,  by  the  late  invaflons,  to  their  for^ 
mer  fplendor.     As  the  Barbarians  had  retired  beyond  the 
friths  of  Glota  and  Bodotria,  he  ereftcd  feveral  caftles  on 
the  ifthmus  between  the  two  fcas,  in  order  to  reftrain  them 
from  making  frefli  incurfions  into  the  province.     By  thefe 
means,  ali  the  country  between  Adrian's  wall  and  the  two 
friths,  which  had  been  for  fomc  time  held  by  the  Pifts,  was 
recovered.     This  trafk  Theodofius  formed  into  a  fifth  pro-  andmaht 
vincc,  to  which  the  emperor  gave  the  name  of  Valentia,  afifthprQ* 
probably  from  that  of  his  brother  Valens.     Theodofius,  be-  '*'wr^« 
fore  he  left  the  ifland,  cruflied,  in  its  beginning,  the  revolt 
of  Valentine,  or  VakrKinian,  who,  being  banifhed  into 
Britain^  had  prevailed  upon  fome  of  the  inhabitants  to  pro- 
claim  him  emperor ;  but  Theodofius,  having   feized  the 
ufurper,  delivered  him  up  to  the  civil  magiftrates  *. 

Britain  being  reftored  to  its  fbrmer  tranquility,  Theodo- 
fius returoed  to  the  emperor,  by  whom  he  was  very  graci- 
oufly  received.  In  the  joint  reign  of  the  fucceeding  princes,  - 
Valentinian  II.  and  Gratian,  Maximus,  who  commanded  in  Maximns 
Britain,  hearing  that  Gratian  had  made  Theodofius  the  ^f^'^P^  '^' 
Younger  his  colleague  in  the  empire,  and  highly  affronted  ^  ^£?fi^^ 
at  th€  preference  given  to  a  perfon,  in  his  opinion,  fo  much 
beneath  him  in  merit,  refolved  to  affume  the  imperial  pur- 
ple, and  equal  his  rival.     Accordingly,  having  gained  over 
to  his  party  the  Roman  legions  quartered  in  Britain,  he  car* 
riedtbem,  with  the  flower  of  the  Britifli  youth,  into  Gaul. 
As  thefe  never  returned  to  their  native  country,  being  either 
xut  off  with  their  leader,  or  fettling  elfewhere,  the  nation, 
thus  bereft  of  its  ft^ength,  became  afterwards  an  eafy  prey 
to  the  Pifts  and  Scots.     In  the  reign  of  Theodofius,  the 
Scots  ^nd  Pifts  vyere  kept  in  awe  by  Chryfantius,  the  fon 
of  Marcian  bifhop  of  Conftantinople,  who  being  appointed 
governor  of  Britain,  acquitted  himfelf  in  that  capacity  with 
great  reputation  K 

Theodofius  was  fucceeded  by  his  two  fbns  Arcadius  and 
Honorius,  the  former  having  the  government  of  the  Eaft, 
and  the  latter  that  of  the  Weft.  As  Honorius  was  very 
young,  the  famous  Stilicho,  who  had  been  appointed  by 
Theodofius  regent  of  the  weftern  empire  during  the  mino- 
rity of  his  fon,  is  fuppofed  to  have  fent  over  a  legion  into 
Britain,  to  defend  it  againft  the  Scots,  the  Pifts,  and  the 

^  AmcpiaHi  lib.  xKviii.  p.  368.  ^  Socrat.  lib.  vih 

'  H  4  Saxons* 
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StUicho       Saxons ',    Be  tbis  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  lie  fecured 
fecures        Britain  againft  the  incurfions  of  its  ancient  enemies;  aa 
Britain.      Ciaudian,  in  enumerating  the  great  feats  of  Stilicho  before 
agaittft  the  {jjg  g^fl-  confulftiip,  tells  us,  that  he  fuccoured  Britain,  at- 
^of"he'     tacked  by  the  neighbouring  nations,  meaning  the  Scots ; 
Scots,         that  he  fecured  it  from  the  eflPorts  of  the  Pids ;  and  thac 
Fi^Sf&c.    he  (defended  the  Britifli  coafts  againft  the  defcents  of  the 
Saxons  °.     He   adds   elfewhere,    that  the   Sascons   beipg 
overcome,  the  fea  was  in  a  (late  of  tranquility ;  and  that 
the  Pids  having  loft  their  ftrength,  Britain  was  delivered 
from  her  fears.     About  this  time,  a  proper  officer  was  ap- 
pointed to  guard  the  coaft  againft  the  attempts  of  the 
baxons,  who  bore  the  title  of  comes  limitis  Saxonici ;  but^ 
not  long  after,  the  empire  being  over-run  by  the  Alans,  the 
Vandals,  and  the  Suevians,  moft  of  the  Roman  troops  quar-^ 
tered  in  Britain  were  recalled,  and  the  ifland  left  alrnoft  de** 
ThBr't'      fencelefs  and  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  Scots  and  Pidls.  In 
tonschoofe    ^j^^^  fijuation  the  natives,  expe£ling  no  affiftance  from  Ho» 
^Q^^  norius,  refolved  to  appoint  an  emperor  of  their  own  ;  and 

Marcus       accordirigly  invefted  with  that  dignity  one  Mark,  whom, 
and  Gra-     though  an  officer  of  great  credit  among  them,  in  a  few  days 
lian  chofen,  they  aflaffinated,  and  nominated  Gratian,  a  native  of  Bri- 
^ndfiain,     xiATij  to  fucceed  him  ^.    Gratian,  after  a  fhort  reign  of  four 
Yr.  of  Fl,  inonths,  met  with  the  fame  fate ;  and  his  fucccflpr  was 
2755.       Conftantine,  a  common  foldier,  who  was  chofcn  merely 
A.  D.  407.  for  the  fake  of  his  name^^  in  honour  of  Conftantine  the 
— 7 — 7"   Great.     The  new  prince  compelled  the  Scots  and  Pids  to 
Confiantini  ^yj^  the  Roman  province,  and  retire  beyond  the  two  friths  5 
which  fuccefs  inspiring  him  with  a  great  opinion  of  his  own 
merit  and  good  fortune,  he  formed  a  defign  of  making  him- 
felf  matter  of  the  whole  empire.    With  this  view,  he  paiTed 
over  into  Gaul,  taking  with  him  the  few  Roman  forces  that 
had  been  left  there,  and  fuch  of  the  Britons  as  were  able  td 
bear  arms.     We  have  mentioned  the  fuccefs  that  attended 
him  at  firft  in  Gaul  and  Spain,  and  his  unfortunate  end,  in 
a  former  volume. 

The  unhappy  Briton9>  thus  left  to  themfelves  after  the 
departure  of  the  Romans,  and  the  flower  of  their  youth, 
yrere  more  h^rafled  than  ever  by  the  Scots,  the  Pifts,  and 
other  northern  nations,  who,  meeting  with  little  or  no  op- 
pofition,  invaded  their  country,  and  ravaging  it  with  fire 
and  fword,  foon  reduced  them  to  a  miferable  condition.  In 
this  ftate  they  continued  from  the  year  407,  when  the 
ufurper  Cpnftantine  pafled  over  into  Gaul,  to  410,  when, 

1  UfT.  Ecclef.  Britann.  Antiq.  p  595.  "»  Ciaudian.  de  Laud, 

Stil.  tib.il.  p.  140..  n  Soz.  lib*  ix.  cap.  it.  p.  813. 

aftef 
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after  having  often  implored  in  vain  the  emperor's  affiftancc,:  Yr.  of  FU 
they  >vithdrew  their  obedience  to  Rome  %  and,  being  re-      47 5g. 
folved  to  defend  themfelves  with  their  own  ftrength,  refufed  A.  D.  4iq.- 

^ny  longer  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  empire.    The  emperor  ^ T^ 

Honorius  feemed  to  approve  their  conduft  ;  for  by  his  let-  ^    ^     .', 
ters  he  permitted,  and  even  advifed  them  to  provide  for  itraw  their 
their  own  fafety.   This  implied  renunciation  was  made,  ac-  obedience 
cording  to  Bede  p,  a  little  after  the  taking  of  Rome  by  Ala-  ^»  B^onu* 
ric,  in  the  year  of  the  city  11 58.     The  Britons,  now  again 
a  free  people,  appear  to  have  at  firft  fought  with  fuccefs 
again fl  their  ancient  and  irreconcilable  enemies  the  Scots 
and  Pifts  ;  as,  according  to  Zofimus,  they  delivered  their 
cities   from  the  infults  of  a  tyrannical  foe:  but,  being  at 
length  overpowered,  they  implored  the  emperor's  protec- 
tion, promifing  an  entire  and  perpetual  obedience  to  Rome, 
provided  they  were .  delivered  from  .the  defpotifm  and  op- 
preffion  of  their  mercilefs  enemies. 

Honorius,  touched  with  compaffion,   fent  a  legion  to  Honorius  ' 
their  relief  5  which,  landing  unexpectedly  in  Britain,  flew  f^ndstkem 
great    numbers  of  the  Scots  and  Pi£ls.     Having  obliged  ^  ^5'*«- 
them   to  retire  beyond  the  friths  of  Edinburgh  and  Dun- 
britton,  they  advifed  the  natives  to  build  a  wall  on  the  ifth- 
mus  from  fea  to  fea,  and  then  returned  to  the  continent, 
where  their  afliftance  was  re(]uired  to  repulfe  the  Barbari- 
jins,  making  inroads  from  all   quarters  into  the  empire.  TheybuiU 
The  Britons,  without  lofs  of  time,  applied  themfelves  to  the  ^*^^ 
building  of  the  wall  j  but,  as  it  was  only  conilruded  of  turf,  '*'    ' 
the  Barbarians  made  breaches  in  feveral  places,  and,  pour- 
ing in  upon  the  territories  of  the  Britons   like  a  torrent, 
committed  more   dreadful  ravages   than  ever,   deftroying 
everything  with  fire  and  fword  'J. 

The  unhappy  Britons,  after  many  miferies  and  calamities,  A.D.  411. 
fent  deputies  again  to  the  emperor;  who,  appearing  before  - 
him  with  their  garments  rent,  and  duft  on  their  heads,  pre-  ^*^'^^ 
vailed  upon  him  to  fend  frefh  forces  to  their  relief.    Thefe,  lol^/lliJ!^^ 
haftening  into  Britain,  fell  upon  the  Barbarians,  not  in  the  relief. 
leaft  apprifed  of  their  arrival,  and 'made  a  dreadful  havock 
of  them,  while  tbey  were  wandering  about  the  ifland  in 
queft;  of  booty  ^     The  Scots 'arid  Pi£ls  being  thus  driven 
beyond  the  friths  juft  mentioned,  the  Romans,  who  had  no 
ambitious  view  in  affiftihg  the  diftreiTed  Britons,  but  aided 
them  merely  out  of  compaffion  and  good-nature,  told  them 
plainly,  that  they,  were  to  expe<3:  no  farther  afliftance  from 
ihe  emperor  \  that  the  troops  he  had  now  fent  were  ordered 

"*  Zof.  lib.  vi.  p.  817.  P  Bed.  Hift.  cap.  11.         ^  Gild.  Excid. 

^ritan.  cap.  12, 13.  p.  117.       .    '  Idem.  ibid.  cap.  14.  p.  ii8. 
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back  to  the  continent,  to  oppofe  the  BarbarianS)  who  ex* 
tended  their  ravages  to  all  parts  of  the  empire  ;  and  that 
they  were  therefore  obliged  to  take  their  laft  farewel  of 
Britain,  and  entirely  abandon  the  ifland.  After  this  decla- 
ration, Gallio  of  Ravenna,  commander  of  the  Roman  troops^ 
exhorted  the  Britons  to  defend  themfelves  for  the  future^ 
by  Bghting  manfully  for  their  country,  their  wives,  their 
children,  and,  what  ought  to  be  dearer  than  life  itfelf,  their 
liberty,  againft  an  enemy  no  ftronger  than  themfelves, 
provided  they  would  but  lay  aiide  their  fears,  and  exert 
their  ancient  fortitude  and  courage. 

Not  fatisfied  with  encouraging  themi  that  they  might  be 
the  better  able  to  withftand  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  he 
advifed  them  to  build  a  wall,  not  of  turf,  but  o^ftone,  offer- 
ing them  the  affiftance  of  his  foldiers,  under,  his  own  di- 
^he  Britons  red;ion  in  the  work.     Accordingly,   the  Britons,  jointly 
butUan-     ^j^^^  ^j^^  Romans,  beganto  eredl  the  new  wall,  and  carried 
«  ir  via  >  .^   ^^  ^.^^  ^^^   expedition,  that,   though  eight  feet  in 
breadth,  and  twelve  in  height,  it  was  foon  finiflied.     This 
wall,  according  to  Bede  ■,  ftood  in  the  line  of  that  which 
was  built  by  Severus.     They  likcwife  raifed  towers  at  con- 
venient diftances  on  the  eaft  coaft  againft  the  Saxons,  and 
other  Barbarians,  who,  coming  from  Germany,  made  fre- 
quent defcents  on  that  fide.     The  Roman  commander,  hav<^ 
ing  thus  fee u red  the  nation,  took  pains  to  inftrud:  the  na« 
tives  in  the  art  of  war ;  then,  leaving  among  them  patterns 
of  the  weapons  he  had  taught  them  to  make,  he,  with  his 
^*'  ^^ i     Romans,  took  his  laft  farewel  of  Britain  j  and,  telling  the 
^k^'  laA      Britons  that  they  muft  expedl  their  return  no  more,  be 
fare'wil      crofled  over  to  the  continent '  (S).     The  Britons  fought,  as 
9f  Britain,  we  have  feen,  for  many  years  againft  the  Romans,  in  de^. 
fence  of  their  liberty  ;  and  it  was  not  without  much  blood- 
flied  that  they  fubmitted  to  the  yoke :  but  being  at  length 

•  Bed.  Hift.  cap.  12.  p.  156*         t  Gild.  cap.  24.  p.  iiS.    Bed.  Hifti 
cap.  12.  p.  156. 

(S)  As  to  the  year,  in  which  reign  (i).  Bede,  in  hishiftory, 

Britain  was  thus  finally  aban-^  (peaks  of  the  departure  of  the 

doned,  there  is  a  great  difagree-  Komans  as  happening  in  431 

ment  among  chronologers,  fome  (2);  but  in  his  Chronicle,  he 

placing  the  retreat  of  the  Ro-  feems   to  fuppofe   it    to   have 

mans  in  426,   fome  in  435,  or  happened  even  before  the  year 

437.  According  to  Alford,  Gal-  423,  and  hence  Alford  placesit 

lio  returned  to  Gaul  in  422,  the  in  422, 
^                   twenty-eighth  year  of  Honorius's 

(i)  Alford.  AnnaL  ad  hunc  Ann.  (2)  Bed.  Hift*  lib.  i.  cap* 

12, 13.  p.  14, 15. 

pleafed 
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plcafed  with  their  fervitude,  and  become,  as  it  were,  one 
nation  with  their  conquerors,  who  had  continued  among 
them  for  the  fpace  of  four  hundred  years  and  upwards,  they 
were  no  lefs  unwilling  to  part  with  them,  than  they  had 
been  at  firft  to  receive  them ;  becaufe,  indeed,  they  now 
depended  upon  them  for'  proteftion  from  their  favagc 
enemies. 

SECT.      III. 

f%e  Htftory  of  Britain,  from  its  being  abandoned  by  thi 
Romans  to  the  Invafions  of  the  Angles  and  Saxons. 

^H  E  Scots  and  Pi£ls  no  fooner  heard  of  the  departure  7heSceft 
of  the  Romans,  than,  landing  in  fwarms  from  their  andPiS» 
leathern  veflel^  on  the  lands  of  the  Britons,  they  com-  i>rfakint9 
mitted  greater  ravages  than  ever,  deftroying  all  they  found  4-4    L 
with  fire  arid  fword.     Thefe  two  nations,  differing  fome- 
what  in  manners,  but  equally  greedy  of  fpoil  and  booty, 
feeing  the  cowardly  Britons  fly  like  Iheep  before  them,  re* 
folved  to  attack  the  wall,  which  had  been  lately  repaired. 
At  their  approach,  the  Britons^  inftead  of  preparing  for  a 
vigorous  defence,  flood  trembling  on  the  battlements,  till 
the  enemy,  more  bold  add  a£live,  brought  fome  of  them  to 
the  ground  with  long  iron  hooks,  and  driving  the  reft,  with 
ihowcrs  of  darts  and  arrows,  from  their  ftations,  made  them- 
felves  m  afters  of  the  wall.     The  Britons  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  which,  however,  could  not  fave  them ;  for  the  Scots 
and  Pifts,  purfuing  them  clofe,  made  a  dreadful  havock  of  the 
fugitives,  and  took  poffeflion  of  the  frontier  towns,  which 
they  found  deferted  by  the  inhabitants.     As  the  enemy  met 
with  no  oppofition,  they  traverfed  the  whole  country,  and 
ravaged  It  without  controul.    This  general  havock  and  de- 
vaftation  occafioned  a  dreadful  famine  ;  from  whence  new 
mifchiefs  arofe,  and  a  kind  of  civil  war  among  the  Britons 
themfelves,being  compelled,  for  theirfupport,  to  plunder  each 
other,  and  take  from  their  friends  the  little  the  common  ene- 
my had  left.     The  whole  country  being  thus  ruined,  the 
famine  became  general,  and  raged  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
feritons  who  remained,  were  obliged  to  fly  to  the  woods, 
and  there  live  upon  what  they  could  procure  by  hunting", 
in  this  deplorable  condition   they  continued  feme  years. 
The  Britons  had  already  kings  of  their  own  •,  for  Gildas,  in 
his  ufual  melancholy  ftrain,  condemns  his  countrymen  for 
raiGng  to  the  throne  fuch  men  only  as  v^ere  remarkable  for 

•  Gild,  cap,  15, 16.  p,  118. 
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their  cruelty  ^.     Perhaps  they  judged  them  bed  qualified  to 
redrefs  the  diforders,  and  put  a  (lop  to  the  robberies,   that 
prevailed  all  over  the  ifland.     The  fame  author  adds,  that 
thofe  who  had  placed  them  on  the  throne»  were  fo9n  after 
inftrumental  in  their  affaffination ;  not  becaufe  they  had 
found  them  guilty  of  any  crime,  but  that  they  might  choofc 
worfe  men  in  their  room.     If  any  of  their  princes  proved 
more  mild  and  humane  than  the  red,  he  was  abhorred  by 
all  as  a  coward,  and  perfecuted  as  a  public  enemy  *.      The 
unhappy  Britons,  thus  at  variance  among  themfelves,   and 
at  the  fame  time  prelfed  with  famine,   and  purfued    by  a 
mercilefs  enemy,  had  recourfe  once  more  to  the  Romans 
for  afiiftance,  writing  to  Aetius,  who  was  then  conful  the 
third  time,  and  governed  the  Weftern  empire  almoft  -with 
abfolute  power.     To  move  him  to  compaflion,  they  di- 
rected the  letter  thus  :  **  The  groans  of  the  Britons  to  the 
conful  Aetius.**     And  in  the  letter :  **  The  Barbarians  (faid 
they),  drive  us  to  the  fea,  and  the  fea  forces  us  back  to  the 
Barbarians  ;  between  which  we  have  only  the  alternatiye  of 
two  deaths,  either  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  waves,  or  to 
be  cruelly  maflacred  by  the  enemy."     What  anfwer  they 
received  is  uncertain  :^  all  we  know  is,  that  they  could  not 
prevail  upon  Aetius,  who  was  then  in  Gaul,  to  lend  them 
the  leaft  afliftance,  the  emperor  Valentinian  III.  being  at 
that  time  under  apprehenfion  of  a  war  with  Attila  ',  who 
had  not  yet  made  any  incurfioii  into  the  Weftern  empire. 
The  Britons,  now  defpairing  of  obtaining  any  relief  from 
/erabUcon   the  Romans,  and,  on  the  other  band,  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
dtiian,         extremity  by   famine,  which    d^ily  encreafed,  knew   not 
what   meafures  to  take  to  extricate  themfelves  from  their 
unfortunate  fituation.     Great  numbers  of  them  fled  over  to 
Airmorica,  where  thofe  Britons,  who  attended  Maximus 
into  Gaul,  are  fuppofed  to  have  fettled  :  others  fubmitted  to 
the  Scots  and  Picls,  purchafing  a  miferable  fuftenancc  with 
perpetual  flavery.     Some,  however*  more  refolute,  had  re- 
courfe to  their  arms,  and  fallying  out  in  parties  from  their 
woods  and  caves,  fell  upon  the  enemy  while  they  were  fcat«» 
tered  about  the  country,  deftroyed  great  numbers  of  themi 
and  obliged  the  reft  to  retire  *. 

And  now  the  Britons,  having  fome  refpit,e,  began  again 
to  cultivate  their  lands ;  which,  after  having  for  fome  time 
lain  fallow,  produced  all  forts  of  provifions  in  fuch  plenty* 
as  never  before  had  been  known.  This  abundance  intro- 
duced luxury,  wantonnefs,  and  all  manner  of  vices  incident 
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*^  Gild,  cap  19.  p.  119. 
Bed.  Chron.  p.  1x4. 
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to  bum^n  nature.    The  clergy,  who  (hould  have  reclaimed  Y-*^«- 
the  laity  with  their  example,  were  the  foremoft  to  yield  to  bandon 
vice  and  diflipation,  being,  for  the  moft  part,  addifted  to  themfihet 
drunkennefs,  envy,  and  contention,  and  incapable  of  difcri-  '^  ^/^^^w- 
minating  between  good  and  evil  *.     In  the  mean  time,  the  ^^^^J*^^^^ 
Britons  were  again  alarmed  with  a  report,  that  the  Scots  ^' 

and  Pids  were  returning  with  a  greater  force  than  ever, 
determined  utterly  to  extirpate  the  natives,  and  fettle  them- 
felves  in  their  room  from  one  end  of  the  ifland  to  the 
other.     This   report  occafioned  a  general   confternation, 
which,  however,  was  not  fufEcient  to  reclaim  them  from 
their  wicked  courfes  :  they  were  vifited  with  a  dreadful  ^  dreadfuH, 
plague,  which,  raging  with  uncommon  fury,  fwept  away  ptagui* 
moil  of  tbofe,  whom  the  fword  and  famine  had  fpared ;  in- 
fomuch  that  the  living  were  fcarce  fufficient  to  bury  the 
dead.     But  this  calamity  likewife  proving  ineffeftual,  the 
contagion    no  fooner  ceafed   than  the  enemy,   returning 
with  incredible  fury,  and  putting  all  to  fire  and  fword,  foon 
reduced  the  miferable  Britons  to  the  utmoft  extremity  of 
diftrefs.     Vortigern  was  then  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  king 
of  Britain,  a  proud,  covetous,  and  debauched  tyrant,  en- 
tirely regardlefs  of  the  public  welfare,  and  as  incapable  of 
promoting  it  in  the  field,  as  in  the  cabinet.    However,  be- 
ing rouzed  by  the  clamours  of  the  people,  and  finding  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  his  own  prefervation  to  repulfe  the  ^ 
enemy,    he  fummoned  a  council,  to  deliberate  with  tho 
chiefs  of  the  nation  concerning  the  proper  means  to  deliver 
the  country  from  the  calamities  it  then  groaned  under,  and 
prevent  the  like  misfortunes  for  the  future.     In  this  coun- 
cil, they  all  agreed  on  the  moft  pernicious  expedient  that 
could  be  imagined,  and  what,  in  the  end,  proved  the  utter 
de():ru£lion  of  the  nation  :  they  invited  the  Saxons  into  the  TAtBrifMs 
ifland,  a  people  at  that  time  notorious  for  their  piracies  and  ^1^^^^  f^or^ 
cruelty,  and  dreaded,  even  by  the  Britons,  as  death  it-  ^^S^"  ^^ 
felf  ^  (T).      The  expedient  being  approved,   ambaffadors  ^^-'g ^Jj** 
were  fpeedily  difpatched  into  Germany,  to  acquaint  the  Saxons 
Saxons  with  the  requeft  of  the  Britons,  and  offer  them  ad-  flv/r. 
vantageous  terms,  provided  they  would  come  over  to  their 
aififtance. 

The  Saxons  were  highly  pleafed  with  the  propofal,  the 
more  as  they  were  foretold  by  their  foothfayers,  that  they 

*  Gild.  cap.  19.  p.  XI 9.  b  Bed.  Hift.  cap.  x6.  p.  157. 

(T)  The  firft  Saxon  troops  though,  bjr  fome,  this  event  is 
arc  faid,  by  moft  hiftorians,  to  placed  a  few  years  fooner  ;  hy 
Have  landed  in  the  year  449,    others,  a  few  years  later. 

(hould 
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fliould  plunder  the  country,  to  which  they  were  called,  fof 
the  fpace  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  quietly  pofiefi 
it  twice  that  time  ^     Having  therefore  fitted  out  two  great 
ihipsy  called  in  their  language  chiu]es>  they  put  to  fea,  un-^ 
der  the  command  of  Hengiit  and  Horfa,  the  fons  of  'Witi*'' 
gifil,  grcat-grandfon  to  the  celebrated  Wodcn^  from  \irhom 
all  the  royal  families  of  the  Saxons  pretended  to  derive  their 
Yr.  of  Fl.  pedigree.     Upon  their  arrival  at  Ebbesfleet,  in  the  ifle  of 
«798.      Thanet,  they  were  received,  both  by  the  prince  and  people, 
A.  D.  450.  ^j^j^  ^jjg  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy.    f  he  ifle  itfelf  was 
Z7m  allotted  them  for  their  h^tbit^tion,  and  a  league  was  imme- 

ri*valef  diately  concluded  with  them,  by  virtue  of  which  the  Saxons 
$JU  Saxons,  were  to  defend  the  Britons  againft  all  foreign  enemies ;  and  « 
the  Britons,  on  the  other  hand,  were  to  allow  the  Saxons, 
befides  their  place  of  abode,  pay  and  maintenance.  Hifto^ 
rians  have  acquainted  us  with  the  number  of  thefe  Saxon 
auxiliaries ;  but  they  could  not  be  above  fifteen  hundred,  as 
they  all  came  over  in  three  (hips ;  and  we  cannot  well  fup- 
pofe  any  of  thofe  (hips  to  have  carried  above  five  hundred 
men. 

Before  we  proceed  farther  in  this  hiftory,  it  will  be  ne- 
ccffary  to  give  fome  account  of  the  origin,  manners,  governi- 
ment,  and  religion  of  the  people,  who,  being  called  in  by 
^heftats  of  ^^c  Britons  to  their  afliilance,  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
the  Saxons,  the  ifland,  and  hold  it  to  this  day.    The  Saxons  were,  ac>- 
An^Us,and  cording  to  the  mod  probable  opinion,  a  colony  of  the  Cim* 
Jutes.         brians,  that  is,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cimbrian  Cherfo- 
nefus,  now  Jutland ;  who,  finding  their  country  overftock- 
ed  with  people,  fent  out,  much  about  the  fame  time,  three 
numerous  bands  to  feek  for  new  fettlements.    To  one  of 
thefe  bands  was  afterwards  given  the  name  of  Suevians,  to 
.    another  that, of  Franks,  and  to  the  third  the  appellation  of 
Saxons.    The  Suevians  took  their  route  towards  Italy,  the 
Franks  advanced  to  Belgic  Gaul,  and  the  Saxons  pofiefled 
themfelves  of  the  whole  country  between  the  Rhine  and 
the  Elbe.     By  degrees,  extending  their  conquefts  along  the 
coaft  of  the  German  ocean,  when  the  Britons  feiit  to  im- 
plore their  afliftance,  they  were  mafters  not  only  of  the  pr€- 
fent  Weftphalia,  Saxony,  Eaft  and  Weft  Frifeland,  but 
likcwife  of  Holland  and  Zealand.    The  firft  place  they 
fettled  in,  upon  their  leaving  the  Cherfonefus,  was  the 
duchy  of  Holftein  ;  which  is  thence  called  the  ancient  feat 
of  the  Saxons.    Between  this  country  and  the  Chcrfonefus, 
or  Jutland,  dwelt  a  people,  known  even  in  Tacitus's  time, 
by  the  name  of  Angles  ^.  According  to  this  account,  which 

c  Gild.  cap.  23.  p.  119,  120.  d  Tacit  de  Germi  Mor.  cap.  40* 
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ifre  have  taken  from  Bede  %  the  Angles  inhabited  (hat  fmall 
province  in  the  kingdom  of  Denmark,  and  duchy  of  Slef- 
trick,  which  is  called  at  this  day  Angel,  and  of  which  the 
city  of.  Flenfburg  is  the  metropolis.     Lindebergi-us,  in  his 
cpiftles,  ftylcs  this  country  Little  England  j  and  Ethelwerd, 
who  wrote  about  the  year  950,  fpeaking  of  the  ancient  habita- 
tion of  the  Angles:  "Old  Anglia  (fays  he)  lies  between  the 
Saxons  and  Giots*  'the  metropolis  of  this  country  is,  by  the 
Saxons j  called  Slefwick,but,  by  the  Danes,  Haith^y.  Britaia 
took  the  name  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  conquered,  and  is 
therefore  now  called  Anglia."    The  fame  writer  adds,  that    . 
Hengift  and  Horfa  came  from  the  country  of  the  Angles 
into  Britain ''.  When  the  Saxons  came  firft  out  of  the  Cher- 
fonefus,  going  in  queft  of  new  fettlements,  the  Angles  join- 
ed them,  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  became  one  united  na-    . 
tion.     Hence  they  are,  by  mod  authors,  comprifed  under 
the  general  name  of  Saxons,  though  fome  diftinguifli  them 
by  the  compound  name  of  Anglo-Saxons  8. 

Some  time  after  the  Saxons,  Franks,  and  Suevians,  had 
left  the  Cherfonefus,  the  Goths,  having  driven  out  the  re- 
maining Cimbrians,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  that  penin- 
fula,  which  was  from  that  period  called  Gothland,  or  Jut-  Gothland 
land,  from  its  new  inhabitants  the  Goths,  or  Jutes  (U).  orjuttatt^* 
Great  numbers  of  thefe'  Giotae  or  Jutae,  mixing  with  the 
Saxons  and  Angles,  came  over  with  them  into  Britain,  to 
fliarc  their  conquefts.  As  the  Saxons  were,  by  their  pira- 
cies on  the  coaAis  of  Gaul  and  !Qritain,  better  kndwn  at  the 
time  of  their  fettling  in  this  iiland,  the  conqueft  of  Britain 
is,  by  the  ancient  writers,  afcribed  to  them,  and  not  to  the 
Angles,  or  Jutes ;  nay,  Britain  was  for  fome  time,  from 
them,  called  Saxony :  but,  in  the  end,  the  name  of  Anglia, 
from  the  Angles,  prevailed.  The  Jutes  were  lefs  known, 
at  leaft  under  that  name,  than  the  other  two  nations  or 
tribes.    Bede,  however,  tells  us,  that  the  province  of  Kent, 

e  Bed.  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  f  Etbelwerd.  Chron.  lib.  i.  S  Vide 

Alford.  ad  Annt  449. 

(U)  Thefe,  in  the  old  print-  thelwerd,  whom  we  have  men- 

fd  copies  of  Bede,  are  flyled  tioned  above,   a  writer  of  the     . 

Vitae;  but  the  learned  Uflier  Saxon    blood    royal,    and   the 

affures  us,  that  all  the  manu-  fourth    in  defcent   from   king 

fcript  copies  of  that  author,  Adulph,  or  Ethel  wolf,  calls  the 

which  he  confulted,  read  Jutse,  country  Giota,  and  the  people 

acd  not  Vitae  (i).     Fabius  E-  Giotas, 

(1)  UiT.  de  Brit.  £cclef«  Primord*  pu  591. 

the 
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the  iflc  of  Wighfi  and  the  country  lying  opjpofite  ttj  it,  tloW 
Hamplhire,  were  peopled  by  the  Jutes  (W). 
7ktir  tHou'      The  Saxons  were,  as  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  and  appears 
wj  J  from  their  conque(ls>  one  of  the  moll  warlike  nations  inha- 

biting Germany.    They  were  not  known  to  the  Romans^ 
by  the  name  of  Saxons,  till  the  fourth  century,  Ammianus 
Marcellinus,  and  the  poet  Claudian,  being  the  firft  Roman 
writers,  who  make  mention  of  them.     The  formerj  fpeak* 
ing  of  them,  fays,  '*  They  were  formidable  above  all  other 
enemies:'*  and  Zofimus  declares,  '*  The  Saxons  are  inured 
to  the  toils  of  war,  andj  for  their  courage  and  ftrength, 
reckoned  the  mod  warlike  of  all  the  German  nations  ^ 
As  they  were  a  barbarous  and  uncivilized  people,  they 
treated    their   enemies  with  great  cruelty,   efpecially  thd 
prifoners    they    took    in    war,    facrificing   them    to    their 
thttrgo'      gods.     As  to  their  government,  the  countries  fubjcft  to 
nHrnmenti  them  were,  according  to  Verftegan,  divided  into  tWelve 
provinces*  each  governed  by  a  chief  or  head,  accountable  to 
the  whole  affembly  of  the  nation.     By  this  affembly,  a  ge* 
neral  was  chofen  in  time  of  war,  who  commanded  with 
almoft  a  fovereign  power  j  but  his  authority  ceafed  as  foon 
mtdreli'      as  the  war  terminated.     Their  religion  was  the  fame  with 
^ton.  that  of  the  other  northern  nations.     Their  chief  gods,  the 

Sun,  the  Moon,  the  celebrated  Woden,  his  fon  Thor,  his 
wife  Frigga,  or  Fi  «a,  Tuilio,  Theutates,  Hefus^  and  Tha- 
ramis*. 
fToJetr  Woden*  was  the  god  of  war ;  Thor  prefided  over  the  air, 

^Aor/anJ    and  was  thought  to  have  ftorms,  winds,  fliowers,  and  faiif 

iheir  other   weather  at  his  difpofal  j  Frigga  was  the  goddefs  of  pleafure* 
gods. 

^  Zof.  apud  Camd.  *  Tacit,  de  Mor.  German*     ' 

(W)    As  to   the   name   of  manshadanyknowlegeoftheraj 

Sdxons,    it    has    occafioned    a  or  they  of  the  Romans,     The 

great  difagrecment  among  au-  opinion  of  Lipfius,  which  Ver* 

thors.     Becanus  and  Camden  flegan  has  followed,  feems  to  ui 

fiippofe  them  to  have  been  firft  the  moftprobable,  which  is,  that 

called  Sacafons,  that  is,  the  fons  the  name  of  Saxons  was  given 

or  delcendants  of  the   Sacae,  them  by  their  neighbours,  front 

to  whom,   according  to  thefe  their   wearing  a  fliort  fword, 

writers,  they  owe  their  origin,  called  in   their  tongue   faex  \ 

Ifidore  derives  their  name  from  and  hence  the  arms  of  Saxony, 

the  Latin  word  faxum,  ajlone^  as^  Pontaaus   obferves,  are  to 

becaufe  they  were  a  ftrong  and  this  day  two  daggers  placed  a* 


hardy  nation :  but  they  were  fp    crofs  (i). 
called  many  ages  before  the  Ro- 


(0  Pontaii«  Orig.  Francie,  lib.  ii.  cap.  %. 
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The  two  firft  days  of  the  week  were  confecrated  to  the  Sun 
and  Moon;  the  third,  according  to  fome,  to  Tuiftb,  or  Tu- 
ifco,  according  to  others  to  Thyfa,  or  Dyfa,  the  goddefs  of 
jufti^e  and  wife  ^o  Thor  ^ ;  the  fourth  to  Woden  ;  the  fifth 
to  Thor  5  the  fixth  to  Frigga,  or  Fraea  ;  and  the  feventh,  as 
Vcrftcgan  fuggefts,  to  Crodo,  named  alfq  Saeter  \  but  the 
latter  name,  as  Sheringham  obferves,  is  not  to  be  found  in 
any  writer  before  Verftegan  I.  The  Saxons  had,  befides 
ihefe,  feveral  other  deities,  to  whom  they  paid  great  venera- 
tion, namely,  the  goddefs  Eoftre,  to  whom  they  facrificed 
in  the  month  of  April,  which  was  tbcnce  by  them  ftyled 
Eoftur  monath,  or  the  month  of  Eojlre^  and  thence  the 
word  Eajie^t  which  the  Saxons  retained  even  after  their 
converfion  to  the  Chriftian  religion  ".  Nocca  was  the  fame 
among  the  Saxons,  as  Neptune  among  the  Romans.  Mara 
was  a  frightful  fpeftre,  that  terrified  and  opprefled  people  in 
'thefr  fleep;  whence  the  word  nlght^mare  is  derived ".  Tanfan^» 
mentioned  by  Tacitus®,  was  worfhipped  by  the  Saxons  as  the 
god  of  lots.  The  Elvse,  or  Elfs,  named  alfo  Fairies,  were 
honoured  by  them  with  a  kind  of  facrifice  called  Alf-blot?. 
The  Dyfae  were  inferior  goddefles,  meflengers  of  the  great 
Woden,  whofe  province  it  was  to  convey  the  fouls  of  fuch 
as  died  in  battle  to  his  abode,  called  Valhall,  that  is,  the 
hall  offlaughteTy  where  they  were  to  drink  with  him,  and 
their  oth^r  gods,  cerevifia,  a  kind  of  malt  liquor,,  in  the 
ikulls  of  their  flaughtered  enemies.  On  the  contrary,  thofe 
who  died  a  natural  death,  were,  by  the  fame  Dyfas,  con* 
veyed  to  Hela,  the  goddefs  of  hell,  where  they  were  tor- 
mented with  hunger,  chirft,  and  all  kind  of  evils.  The 
Angles  worfhipped,  as  we  find^  in  Tacitusy  the  goddefs 
Herthus,  that  is,  the  Earth,  as  the  mother  of  all  things  ^• 
With  regard  to  the  worlhip  the  Saxons  paid  to  their  gods, 
and  the  facrifices  they  offered  to  them,  we  refer  our  readers  , 
to  Wormius,  Verftegan,  Ifaacius  Pontanus,  and  other  Ger- 
man and  Danifli  writers,  it  being  neceflary  we  fliould  rc- 
furtie  the  thread  of  our  hiftory. 

Upon  the  arrival^  of  the  Saxons  in  Britain,  under  their 
leaders  Hengift  and  Horfa,  and  being  put  in  pofiefiion  of 
the  ifle  of  Thanet,  king  Vortigern  did  not  fufFer  them  to 
continue  long  without  employment ;  but  led  them  againft 
the  Scots  and  Pi£l8,  who  had  made  an  irruption,  and  were 
advanced  as  far  as  Stanford  in  the  province  now  called 

^  Wormias,  Monument.  Dan*  lib.  i.  cap.  4.  .  l  Shering.  cap. 
14.  p.  31 S.  ro  Bed.  de  Ratio.  Temp.  cap.  13.  °  Shering. 

cap.  14..  p.  331,  33a,  «  Tacit.  AnnaU  lib.  i.  P  Worm. 

Mon.  Dan.  lib.  i,  cap,  5.  ^  Tacit,  de  Mor.  Germ. 

Vol.  XVII.  I  Lincoln- 
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Lincolnfbire.  There  a  battle  enfucd,  in  which  the  Scdts 
and  Pifts  were  entirely  routed,  and  forced  to  fave  thenr- 
felves  by  a  precipitate  flighty  leaving  the  Saxons  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  fpoil  and  booty  they  had  taken  •■.  Vortigcrn, 
highly  pleafed  with  the  condud  of  the  two  Sason  brothers, 
lewarded  them  wkb  atnple  pofleflions  in  Lkicolnfhire '• 
We  are  told,  that  Hengilt  defired  here  onty  as  much  Jand 
as  an  ox^hide  could  encompafs ;  and  that,  upon  Vortigem's 
granting  him  it,  he  cut  the  hide  into  fmall  thongs,  and  in>- 
clofed  with  them  a  fpace  large  enough  to  hold  a  caft)^ 
which  to  this  day  is  from  thence  called  Thong-caller,  that 
IS,  the  cajlle  of  thongs^.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Hcngift,  capti>- 
Tated  by  the  fruitfulnefs  and  wealth  of  the  iiland,  and,  at 
'the  fame  time,  obferving  the  inhabitants  were  enervated 
with  luxury^  and  addided  to  effeminacy  and  idlenefs,  began 
to  entertain  hopes  of  procuring  a  fettlement  in  Britain.  He, 
therefore,  fent  home  to  his  countrymen  an  account  of  the 
fruitfulnefs  of  Britain,  and  the  diflSpatron  of  the  inhabitants, 
inviting  them  to  fhare  with  him  in  his  fuccefs. 
Vr.  of  FK      The  Saxons  eagerly  accepted  the  invitation  ;  and,  arriv- 

a8oo.       ing  in  feventccn  large  fhips,  made  up,  with  thofe  they  I 
A.D.  45».  found  in  the  ifland,  a  confiderable  army.     With  this  fup- 
ply  canie  over,  if  Nennius  is  to  be  credited^  Rowena,  the 
daughter  of  Hcngift,  with  whofe  charms  the  king  was  fo 
ftruck,  that  he  divorced  his  wife,  and  married  her,  after 
having  obtained  the  confent  of  her  father,  by  invefting 
bim  with  the  fovereignty  of  Kent^:.  but  no  mention  is 
made  of  Rowena  in  the  Saxon  Annals,  which  rather  feem 
to  intimate,  that  the  Saxons  made  themfelves  mafters  of] 
Kent  by  force  of  arms  9  for  we  are  told,  that  Hcngift  de- 
feated the  Britons  in  two  pitched  battles^  and  obliged  them 
to  abandon  Kent,  and  retreat  to  London.     But  this  event 
did  not  happen  til)  the' arrival  of  the  third  body  of  Saxon 
troops  \  for  Hengift,  exaggerating  to  the  king  the  dangers 
that  threatened  him,  not  only  from  the  Scots  and  Pids, 
but  from  his  difcontented  fubje£ts,  obtained  leave  to  fend 
for  a  frefh  reinforcement  of  Saxons ;  who,  coming  over 
in  forty  {hips,  under  the  condu£l:  of  0£la  and  Ebufa,  the 
Mbu/a/tttU  fon  and  nephew,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  the  brother  and 
tH  North'     nephew  of  Hengift,  arrived  at  the  Orcades.    Thefe  haviiTg 
MmpgrWMs  j-jy^ged  the  northern  coaft,  the  countries  of  the  Scots  and 
Pifts,  they  made  themfelves  mafters  of  feveral  peaces  be- 
yond the  friths,  and,  in  the  end,  obtained  leave  of  the  king 
to  fettle  in  Northumberhnd^  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
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fecoring'  the  northern  parts,  as  Hcngift  protcftcd  the 
foutherm  Hengift,  encroaching  ftill  on  the  king's  favour, 
ieht  by  degrees  for  more  men  and  ihips,  till  the  countries 
from  whence  they  came  were  almoft  left  without  inha-*- 
bitants. 

Their  numbers  at  this  time  being  greatly  increafed,  they  xht  Sox* 
began  to  quarrel  with  the  natives^  demanding  larger  allow-  ons  btgin 
ancesof  corn  and  other  provifions,  threatening,  if  their  de-  t^q»arrel 
mands  were  not  complied  with,  to  diiTolve  the  league  and  ^'.^  ^^ 
lay  wafte  the  whole  country.     The  Britons  defired  them  to  ^^^  /^' 
return  home,  as  their  numbers  exceeded  what  they  were  wafie  thi 
able  to  maihtain.    This  anfwer>  however  juft  and  reafon-  wA©/* 
able,  provoked  the  Saxons  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  having  ifi^^^' 
fecretly  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Scots  and  Pifls,  they 
turned  their  arms  againfl:  thofe  whom  they  pretended  to 
defend,  and  traverfihg,  without  oppofition,  the  whole  ifland, 
deftroyed  all  they  found  with  fire  and  fword  from  the  eaftern 
to  the  weftern  fea.    The  public  as  well  as  private  buildings 
were  levelled  with  the  ground,  the  cities  piliaged  and  burnt^ 
the  priefts  flain  at  the  altars,  the  biihops  cruelly  mailacred 
without  the  leaft  refpe£t  to  their  dignity,  and  the  people 
without  di(lin£tion  of  fex,  age,  or  condition,  flaughtered 
in  fuch  multitudes,  that  the  living  were  fcarce   fufficient 
to  bury  the  dead.     Some  of  the  unhappy  Britons,  who   7At  depUr* 
efcaped  the  general  cari^age,  took  refuge  amongft  inacceili-  ablt  condi^ 
blc  rocks  and  mountains  \  but  great  numbers  either  periihed  '^**  °f  '*' 
with  hunger^  or  were  forced,  by  the  extremity  of  famine^    '^^  **''* 
to  abandon  theif  afylum^  and,  delivering  themfelves  up  to 
their  mercilefs  enemies,  preferve  their  lives  at  the  expence 
of  their  liberty.   Some  crofling  the  fea,  took  (helter  among 
foreign  nations,  fettling  either  in  Holland,  where  the  ruins 
of  Brittenburg,  an  old  caftle  built,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  them 
on  this  occafion,  are  ftill  to  be  feefl»  or  among  their  coun- 
trymen in  Armorica :  but  thofe  who  remained  at  home  fuf- 
fered  inexpreffible  calamities*  living  among  the  woods,  rocks» 
and  modntatns,  in  perpetual  apprehenfions,  and  deprived 
of  neceffaries  ^ 

Nennius  tells  us,  that  Vortigern  was  fo  far  from  being 
reclaimed  by  thefe  calamities,  that,  on  the  contrary,  adding 
to  his  other  crimes  that  of  inceft,  he  married  his  own 
daughter,  and  had  by  her  a  fon  named  Fauftus,  who  led  a 
folitary  and  religious  life  near  the  river  ]&ennis  in  Glamor- 
ganfliire.  The  fame  writer  adds,  that  the  Britons,  provoked 
at  the  king's  wickednefs,  and  the  partiality  he  (hewed  to  the 
Saxons^  depofed  him,  and  placed  upon  the  throne  hisfoa 
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FortigerM     Vortimcr.     This  valiant  youth  undertook  the  defence  of 
JipcfiJ,       his  diftrefled  country ;  and,  fallhig  upon  the  Saxons  with 
omJ  hufom  fy^j^  troops  as  he  could  ailemble,  drove  them  into  the  iflc 
raifeiitotke  of  Thanct,  and  there  clofely  beiieged  them,  till,  being  re* 
ihroMi         inforccd  with  fre(h  fupplies  from  Saxony,  they  opened  them* 
\r.  of  Fl.  felves  a  way  through  the  Britifli  forces.  ,  VtJrtimer,  not  yet 
-  *?5**'       dilhenrtened,  engaged  with  them  in  four  battles ;  the  firft 
'  *^^'  on  the  banks  of  the  Dcrwent  in  Kent,  whet e  he  obtained 
He  fights      *  fignal  viQory,  and  cut  in  pieces  great  numbers  of  the 
nuithfitc-     enemy;  the  fecond  at  a  p.lace  called  in  the  Saxon  tongue 
€ifsaga\n^  Episford,  and  in  the  BritiQi  Sathengabail,  now  Aylesford, 
%ki  Saxons,  j^  Kent.     In  this  battle  fell  Hprfa,  and  likewifc  Catigem, 
the  brother  of  Vortigern.     Some  writers  affirm  that  the 
Britons    won  the  day  * ;    others  give  it  in  favour  of  the 
Saxons ;  and  Ethelwerd  feems  to  afcribe  to  this  viftory  the 
founding  of  the  kingdom  of  Kent  f*     Horfa  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  buried   at  a  place  called  from  him  to  this  day 
Horded  ;  and  Catigern  to  have  been  interred  near  Ayles* 
ford>  where  a  monument  is  to  be  feen  fomewhat  tike  Stone* 
henge,  called  by  the  country  people  Kith's  Coty-houfe,  that 
is,  Catigern*s  Houfe  *.     The  place  where  the  third  battle 
'  was  fought  is  not  mentioned ;  but  we  arc  told  that  Vor timer 
engaged  the  Saxons  a  fourth  time  at  a  place  called  Lapis 
Tituli,  which  Camden  and  Uflier  take  to  be  Stonar  in  the 
X       iflc  of  Thanet ;  but  Somner  and  Stilliugfleet  *,  inftead  of 
Lapis  Tituli,  read  Lapis  Populi,  that  is,  Folkftone,  where, 
according  to  them,  the  battlq  was  fought.     In  this  adion 
the  Saxons  were  routed  with  great  flaughter,  and  forced 
back  to  their  (hips,  in  which  they  embaiked,  being  no  lon- 
ger able  to  oppofe  the  valour  of  Vortimcr,  and  abandoning 
the  iiland,  returned  home,  where  they  continued  till  the 
death  of  Vortimer,  that  is,  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  with- 
out making  any  other  attempt  upon  Britain.     Such  is  the 
account  given  by  Nennius,  and  the  hiftorians  who  have  co» 
pied  him ;  but  of  tbefe  battles  no  mention  is  made  either 
by  Gildas  or  Bede.    The  former  only  ac^aints  us,  that  the 
Saxons  retired  ;  and  perhaps  he  meant  no  more  than  that, 
after«having'laid  wafte  the  iflandj  they  withdrew  to  the 
territories  which  had  been  granted  them  by  Vortigern,  in 
Kent  and  Northumberland.     And  indeed  it  feems  lo  us  al- 
together incredible,  that,  had  the  Britons^gained  fo  many 
fignal  viftories,  Gildas  would  have  pafled  them  all  over  in 
Vmimtr     filence.    Our  hiftorians  tell  us,  that  Vortimer  died  about 
dus.  this  time,  after  a  reign  of  fix  years ;  and  add,  that  upon 

X  Huntin.lib.  ii.  Matt.  Weftm.  ad  atin.  45^5.  r  Etkel.  lib.  i 
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Ws  deatli-bedy  he  requefted  his  fervants  to  bury  him  near 
the  place  where  the  Saxons  ufcd  to  land,  being  perfuaded 
that  the  fecret  virtue  of  his  bones  would  deter  them  from 
making  any  attempts  there  for  the  future  ;  but  they,  neg- 
lecting his  commands,  buried  him  at  Lincoln,  or,  as  others 
aflert  **,  at  London.  Some  fay  he  was  poifoned  by  his  mo- 
ther-in-law, Rowena^  others  aver  that  he  died  a  natural 
death  *.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Hengift  was  no  fooner  informed 
<rf  his  death,  than  he  returned  with  a  numerous  body  of 
Saxons  to  Britain,  and  landing  in  defpite  of  all  oppofition, 
tngagcd  in  feveral  battles  with  the  Britons,  under  the  con-  ^ 
duft  of  Vortigern,  who,  upon  the  death  of  his  fon  Vorti- 
mer,  was  reftored  to  the  throne. 

Irt  one  of  thcfe  battles,  fought  vt  ^  place  called  Crecan-  Yr.  of  FJ 
fcnJ,  the  Britons  were  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  four  thou-       2805. 
fand  meit ;  a  difafter  which  obliged  them  to  abandon  Kent,  A.  D.  457. 

and  retire  to  London'*.     From   this  viftory  moft  authors  ~ r~^ 

date  the  beginning  of  the  kingdom  of  Kent  under  Hengift,  'J^r^^^^J^^^ 
who  took  his  fon  Efk  for  his  colleague  ;  but  Vortigern  ftill  qhefirft 
eontinuing  die  war  againft  the 'Saxons,  Hengift  had  re-  Saxon 
courfe  to  treachery,  and  pretending  a  great  inclination  to  ^i>»fidom  in 
conclude  a  ^eace,  and  renew  the  JFormcr  amity  between  ^'"^* 
faim  and  the  Britifh  king,  ferit   ambafTadors  to  requeft  an 
interriew.     To  this  propofal  Vortigern  readily  confented ; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  they  fliould  meet  at  an  entertainment 
witboHt  arms  ;  but  the  treacherous  Saxon  having  fecretly 
ordered  thofe  who  attended  him  to  conceal  their  daggers 
under  their  garments,  when  they  met,  purfuant  to  their  nreehun" 
agreement,  and  the  Britons  not  fufpefting  any  treachery,  dndofthe 
began  to  be  heated  with  liquor,  the  Saxons,  ftarting  up  at  Briufiino. 
a  iignal  given,  and  drawing  their  daggers,  difpatched  each  *j%'^'^' 
his  next  man, to  the  numberof  three  hundred,  who  weretl^e  ^a^^l  ond 
flower  of  the  Britifh  nobility.     Vortigern  alone  was  fpared ;  Vortigern 
but  being  taken  prifoner,  and  pu^  in  fetters,  he  was  forced,  made  pH^ 
for  his  ranfom,  to  furrender  to  the  Saxons  thofe  provinces  /«»^''- 
that  were  afterwards  called  Eflex,  SufTex,  and  Mtddlefex. 
Of  this  tranfaclion,  recorded  by  Nennius  an<l  William  of 
Malmeibury ",  no  mention  is  made  either  by  Gildas  or  Bede. 
Vortigern,  being  fet  at  liberty,  retired,  as  wc  are  informed, 
to  a  great  wildernefs  near  the  fall  of  the  Wye  in  Radnor- 
fliire,  where  he  was,  fome  time  after,  killed  by  lightning, 
and  the  city  of  Kaer  Gourtigern,  which  he  had  built  for 
his  refuge,  was  by  the  fame  means  deftroyed  ^ 

>  Sigebcrt.  ad  ann.  437.  «  Hunting,  lib.  ii.  ^  Nenn, 
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Upon  the  retreat  of  Vortigern^  Aurelius  Ai&bfQfius,  or 
as  Gildas  calls  hinii  Ambrpfius  Aurelianus,  took  upon  bim 
the  command  of  the  Britilh  forces*     He  was  a  wife  and 
modefl:  man  according  to  Qildas,  and  perhaps  the  only  Ror 
man  who  remained  in  the  iflapd,  having,  in  the  calamitous 
times  of  Britain,  loft  his  parents,  who  had  worn  the  purple. 
He  adds,  that  the  offspring  of  i^urelius  continued  dill  in 
the  ifland  in  his  time,  hut  had  greatly  degenerated  from  the 
good  qualities  of  (heir  anceftors.  >•     Bede  fays,  that  his  pa- 
rents had  borne  the  royal  name  and  enfignsj  but  bad  been 
ilain  ^.     The  great  difagreement  we  find  among  the  writer^ 
after  Gildas  and  Bede,  convinces  us,  that  we  cannot  de-r 
pend  upon  any  thing  they  have  related.     AH  we  can  colled 
from  the  heft  authors  is,  that  the  Britons,  under  tbe  con- 
du£l  of  Ambrofius,  refumed  their  courage,  and  falling  upoq 
the  Saxons  when  moft  of  their  forces  were  returned  boine, 
routed  them  with  great  flaughter.    It  was  in  this  battle  per^ 
haps  f  hat  Horfa  was  flaip  \  for  of  the  other  battles  mentioned 
above,  no  notice  js  taken  eitb.^r  by  Gildas  or  Bede.     From 
th;s  time  the  war  was  carried  on,  fays  Be((e,  fometimes  fa- 
vourable to  the  Britons  andi  fometimes  to  the  Saxons,  till 
the  latter  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  whole  ifland* 
Thofe  who  have  written  feveral  age?,  after  Bede,  give  us  a 
more  particular  account  of  t^e  trahfa^ipn$  of  thofe  obfcure 
times;  but  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  vouch  the  truth  of 
what  they  relate.     According  to  them  Ambrpfius^  after  the 
above  mentioned  vidlory,  convened  the  nobility  at  York, 
and  haying  ordered  the  churches  (o  be  rebuilt  or  repaired 
throughout  the  kingdom,  which  had  been  deftroyed  by  the 
Saxons,  he  marched  from  York  to  London,  from  London 
to  Wincheller,  and  from  thence  to  Salifbury  (X),  endea- 
vouring every-whcre  ^o  reftore  the  declining  ftate  of  the 
church  and  kingdom*  .        ' 


%  Gild.  cap.  25. 

(X)  Geoffery  of  Monmouth 
tells  us,  that  on  this  occafion 
Amhroflus  erected  the  famous 
monument  known  by  the  name 
of  Stonehenge,  in  honour  of 
the  Britifh  nohles  tfeacherouily 
tlain  there,  as  he  fuppofes,  by 
Hengifl.  It  is  furpnfing  that 
any  of  our  hiflorians  ihould 
have  followed  him :  yet  Mat- 
thew of  Weilminflcir  copies 
the  chief  pan  of  his  narratives 


^  Bed.  cap.  15.  p.  ^57. 

and  Walter  of  Coventry  ftts  it 
down  as  a  matter  not  to  be  qucf- 
tioned,  adding  two  circuro« 
flancef  to  render  it  more  pro- 
bable, namely,  that  Ambrofius 
was  crowned,  and  not  long 
after  interred  there.  Polydore 
Virgil  fuppofes  it  to  be  th? 
monument  of  Ambrofius ;  and 
John  of  Tinmouth  calls  it  Mens 
Ambrofii. 


lo 
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fa  Ac  mean  time  Pafcentius,  Vortigcrn's  third  fon,  being 
ambitious  of  afpiring  to  the  crown,  raifed  a  rebellion  in  the 
North  ;  bu't  was  routed  and  put  to  flight  by  AmbroGus,  who 
ncverthelefs  ceded  him  Bualth  in  Brecknockfhire,  aad  Kaer- 
Guortigcrn  in  Radnorfhire.     After  this  tranfaftion  the  Bri- 
tons enjoyed  fome  refpite ;  but  were,  in  the  eighth  year  of 
Ambrofius*s  reign  ^repulfed,  in  a  pitched  battle,  by  Hcngift,  Yr,  of  FI. 
and  bis  fon  Efk,  who  took  a  great  booty*.     No  mention  is      1813. 
made  of  any  other  battle  till  four  years  after,  when  other  A.D.  465. 
Saxons  coming  over,  under,  the  conduft  of  Ella  and  his      , 
three  fons,  Cymen,  WIencing,  and  Cifla,  th«  Britons  at-  ^^^^  r7uud 
tacked  them  as  they  were  landing  at  a  place  called  Cymen*-  by  Hingifi 
ihore,  or  Cymen's  Shore.     The  Saxons,  fays  Huntington,  mtdhufgn. 
who  were  tall,  ftrong,  and  vigorous,  gave  the  Britons  a  warm 
reception,  and  having  put  them  to  flight,  as  they,  advanced 
in  detached  parties,  purfiied  them  to  the  foreft  of  Andre- 
defleige,  fuppofed  to  be  the  weald  of  Kent,  and  the  woody 
parts  of  Suflex '.     After  this  vi£lofy  the  Saxons  poffeffed 
Acmfelves  of  all  the  fea-coaft  of  Suflfex,  and  continued  to 
extend  their  dominions  till  the  ninth  year  after  the  arrival 
of  Ella,  when  all  t^e  kings  and  prince«  of  Britain  having 
united  their  forces,  engaged  Ella  and  his  fons  at  a  place 
called  Mercredelburne.     The  viftory  remained  doubtful, 
and  both  armies  retired  with  great  lofs.     Ella  being  greatly, 
weakened  by  the  lofs  he  had  fuflained,  fent  for  frefh  fup- 
plies  oat  of  his  own  country. 

Iti  the  mean  time  Hengift,  having  built  and  garrifoned 
fcveral  forts  in  Kent,  marched  with  great  expedition  towards 
the  North ;  and  having  joined  the  Scots  and  Pids,  took  and 
fortified  feveral  towns;  but  Ambrofiu^,  collefting  his  forces,  Amhr^fiui 
marched  in  queft  of  the  €nemy,  and  coming  up  with  them,  «|^'«w  f 
obtained  a  complete  viftory «».  Theenfuing  year,  467,  died  A*^''«''^- 
Hengift  king  of  Kent,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  fefc>  m/sa*w/. 
called  alfo  Oifc  and  Ofric,  who  reigned  twenty-four  years 
without  attempting  to  enlarge  hi«  dominions ". 

In  the  mean  while  EUa,  having  received  frefli  fuppliee  HaSaxom 
from  Germany,  laid  fiege  to  Andredchefter,  fuppofed  by  ^'fi^'  «^- 
Camden  to  be  Newenden  in  Kent ;  by  Somner,  tobe  Peven-  ^^^^^f^ 
fey,  or  Haftings.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Brilons,  having 
raifed  a  great  army,  advanced  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  and 
with  frequent  attacks  harailed  the  Saxons  to  fuch  a  degree^ 
that  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  fiege.  The  Britons 
retired  to  the  woods,  not  chufing  to  venture  a  battle;  but 
the  Saxons  were  no  fooner  returned  to  the  fiege  than  the 

i  Alford  ad  hunc  Ann  .            ^  Etbelwerd,  lib.  i«  >  Hunting, 

lib.  ii.              m  Hunting,  lib.  ii-  add  Ann.  4S7.  «  %tht\ff*  fid 
^iic  Ann*  Malmeib.  de  Reg.  lib.  J.  cap.  i. 
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Britons^  rallying  upon  them  again,  forced  them  to  relinqpQi 
the  enterprize.  Thus  the  Saxons  loft  great  numbers  of  thetr 
rn^n,  and  made  but  a  fmall  progrefs  in  the  fiege :  but  Ella 
having  at  lad  divided  his  army  into  two  bodies,  one  of 
which  profecuted  the  fiege  while  the  other  obferved  the 
enemy's  motions,  the  citizens,  exhauiled  with  hunger  and 
fatigue,  could  no  longer  withftand  the  efiprts  of  the  be- 
tvhUh  they   fiegers.    The  town  was  confequently  taken,  and,  by  the 
i^ike  una      mercilefs  conquerors,  levelled  with  the  ground,  after  they 
//i;//  <wt:A   j^^j  p^^  ^Q  ^Yic  fword  all  the  inhabitants,  without  diftinftioa 
^l//eco»J  ^^  either  fex  or  age.     Such  is  the  account  Henry  of  Hun« 
Saxoa         tington  gives  us  of  this  fiege.     In  the  year  491,  thirty-four 
ti.tiii..omin   years  after  the  beginning  of  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  began 
Bntain,       ^^  fecond  kingdom  in  the  ifland,  called  the  kingdom  of  the 
South  Saxons,  which  cpmprifed  at  fird  only  SuiTex ;  but 
was  extended  by  Ella  before  his  death,  to  all  the  provinces 
lying  fouth  of  the  Humber  °. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       Advice  being  tranfmitted  to  Germany  of  the  great  fuccefs 
2S39.      that  attended  the  Saxons  in  Britain,  new  adventurers  flocked 
A.  D.  49T.  Qver  daily  to  (hare  their  good  fortune.     Among  the  reft 
7*  came  Cerdic,  the  tenth  in  defcent  from^  Woden,  with  his 
Saxons^      fon  Ccnric,  and  as  many  men  as  he  could  tranfport  in  five 
More  Sax'  ihips.     Landing  at  a  place,  which,  from  their  leader,  wa« 
ons  arrive   called  CerdicVShorc,  now,  according  to  firompton,  Yar- 
unJer  Cer-  mouth,  in  Norfolk,  they  were  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the 
die  and       Britons,  whom,  after  a  ihort  engagement,  they  put  to  night. 
Several  other  battles  were  fought,  but  fortune,  ever  fmiling 
upon  the  Saxons,  the  natives  were  forced  to  retire,  and 
leave  them  in  pofiefiion  of  the  fea-coafts.     About  fix  year^ 
•  ^fter  this  event,  Porta,  another  Saxon,  with  his  two  fons 
Bieda  and  Magla,  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  fo  called,  as  fome 
imagine,  from  him ;  and  having  defeated  with  great  car* 
nage,    the  Briton$,  who  attempted  to  oppofe  his  landing, 
poiTefled  himfelf  of  the  neighbouring  country  p  5  but  the 
progrefs  made  by  Cerdic  ftill  more  alarmed  the  Britons ; 
and  therefore,  feven  years  after  the  arrival  of  Porta,  and 
fixty  after  the  firft  coming  of  the  Saxons,  Nazaleod,  whom 
Henry  of  Huntington  ftyles  the  greateft  of  the  Britifh  kings, 
aflembled  the  whole  ftrength  of  Britain  to  impede  his  con? 
qucAs.    On  the  other  hand  Cerdic,  apprifed  of  the  dan- 
ger that  threatened  him,  had  recourfe  to  £{k,  king  pf  Kent, 
to  Ella  king  of  the  South  Saxons,  and  to  Porta  and  his  fons, 
who  fent  him  confiderable  fupplies.     With  thefe  he  ad- 
vanced againft  the  Britons,  himfelf  leading  the  right  wing| 
and  his  fon  Cenrjc  cpndufting  the  left. 

•  Bed.  lib.  ii.  cap.  5.      f  |Iuntipg.  lib.  ii,  Chron.  Sax.  ad  4>nD.  490. 
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As  th^  two  armies  apprqacbed  each  other,  Nazaleod,  per- 
ceiving the  eilemy's  right  wing  to  be  much  the  ftronger  of 
the  two,  charged  it  with  the  flower  of  his  army,  and  ob- 
liged Cerdic,  after  an  bbftinate  refiftancej^to   cfcape  by 
flight;  but,  as  he  was  purfuing  the  fugitives  with  more  heat 
than  caution,  Cenric,  falling  upon  his  rear^  renewed  the  NazaUnJ^ 
battle  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  Britifh  army  was  utterly  ^Britijh 
defeated,  and  Nazaleod  himfelf  flain,  with  five  thoufand  of  ^"J?»  ^* 
his  men.     Who  this  Nazaleod  was,  is  much  controverted  :  an^ji^i^ 
fome  think  it  may  be  the  Britifii  name  of  Ambrofius,  who,  by  drdii. 
as  Gildas  informs  us,  fought,  about  this  time,  feveral  bat- 
tles with  the  Saxons  ;  others  aflert  it  was  the  name  of  his 
brother  Uther  Pendragon  ;  but  the  ftory  of  Uther  Pendra- 
gon  is  now  deemed  fabulous  by  all  the  Britifh  antiquaries* 
Matthew  of  Weftminfter  fpeaks  of  Nazaleod,  whom  he 
calls  Natbanlioth,  not  as  a  king,  but  only  the  general  of 
Uihcr  Pendragon,  by  whom  he  was  fent  againftthe  Saxons, 
who  flew  him,  and  fifteen  thoufand  of  his  men  :  but  the 
Saxon  annals  of  Ethelwerd,,  Florence  of  Worcefter,  and 
Henry  of  Huntington,   agree  in  difl:inguifhing  him  with 
the  title  of  king.     Uflier  conjeftures  Uther  and  Naza- 
leod to  be  one  aiid  the  fame  perfon,  the  furname  Uther^  fig- 
nifying  in  the  Britifli  tongue  terrible,  having  been  given 
him  on  account  of  his  great  atchievements  *i.     But  as  this 
is  the  darkeft  period  of  the  whole  Britifh  hiftory,  our  beft  an- 
tiquaries can  allege  nothing  but  mere  conjeSures  to  fupport 
it.    It  is  even  uncertain  who  fucceeded  Nazaleod.     The 
Welfli  annals  leave  an  interregnum  of  about  fix  years,  and  Arthur 
place  the  beginning  of  Arthur's  reign  in  514,  or  515.    Th^f^^^^^' 
learned  Ufher  fiippofes  him  to  have  been  the  fon  of  Naza-  ^^^^r^* 
leod,  called  alfo  Uther.    Some  have  doubted  whether  there 
ever  was  fuch  a  perfon  \  but  the  generality  of  our  hiftorians 
not  only  agree,  that  there  was  a  prince  of  that  name,  but 
that  he  made  a  powerful  jefi  ft  ance  again  ft  the  Saxons. 
Some  aver,  that  he  was  king  of  all  Britain  \  while  others 
ponfine^bis  kingdom  to  Cornwall  (Y). 

Nennius, 

q  Vide  Ufl*.  in  Primord.  p. "466,  467. 

(Y)  The  following  account  bury,  red:  the  renowned  king 

was  hung  up  in  the  monallery  Arthur,  the  flower  of  *the  Bri- 

pf  Glaftonbury,  and  was  to  be  ti(h  kings,  and  Guenhumara  his 

feen  there  till  the  diflblutioii  of  queen,  who,  departing  this  life, 

the  faid  monaftery :  ^'  fn  this  were  honourably  interred  near 

ifland,  which  is  palled  the  ifland  the  old  church,    between  two 

of  Avalonia,  nay,  in  this  bu-  ftone  pyramids,  where  they  lay 

f>'ing-p}acc  of  fj^ims  at  Glafto^V  many  years,   till  the  time  of 

Henry 
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Nenf)iu«|  who  lived  about  three  hundred  years  after  him^ 
tejls  us,  that  he  defeated  the'Saxons  in  twelve  different  bat- 
tles. The  firft  of  thefe  was  fought  near  the  mouth  of  a 
certain  river,  called  Glein,  or  Gleni,  placed  by  fomc  in  De- 
vonihire,  by  others  in  Lincolnfliire  :  the  fecond,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth,  near  the  river  Duglas,  in  the  country  of 
Linvis,  or  Linnis.  This  river  fome  luppofe  to  be  the  Dug, 
or  Due,  in  Lincolnfliire ;  others  the  Dugles,  near  Wigan 
in  Lancaftiire.  The  fixth  battle  was  fiHight  on  the  banks 
of  a  river  called  Baflas,  fuppofcd  by  fome  to  run  by  the 
town  of  Bofton  in  Lincolnfliire ;  the  feventh  in  the  wood 
of  Chelidon,  called  in  the  Brxtifli  language  Cattoit  Celidon. 


Henry  dc  Soili,  who  was  abbot 
of  the  place  after  the  burning 
of  the  faid  church.  This  ab- 
bot, being  importuned  by  raaiiy 
perfons,  ordered  fome  to  dig 
between  the  pyramids  for  the 


queen's  grave,  and  found  her 
lying  with  her  hair  diiheveled, 
as  if  (he  had  been  bu^  juft  bu« 
ried;  which,  however,  fell  to 
aihes  as  foon  as  touched.  The 
abbot  and  convent,  with  great 


bodies  of  the  above  mentioned    joy,  took  thence  their  remains, 
king  and  queen.     Having  dug    and  placed  them  in  the  greater 


church,  in  a  tomb  which  was 
cut  in  a  rock,  and  divided  into 
two  parts,  the  king's  body  be- 
ing by  itfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
tomb,  and  the  queen's  in  the 
eallern  part  of  it.  On  the  tomb 
were  engraved  their  feveral  epi- 
taphs : 


very  deep,  they  at  length  dif- 
cDvered  a  great  wooden  coffin 
dofe  (hut,  which  they  opened, 
and  found  in  it  the  king's  body, 
with  a  leaden  crofs,  on  which 
was  the  following  infcription : 
**  Eiere  lies  buried  the  renowned 
king  Aithur  in  the  ifland  Ava- 
ionia."    Then  they  opened  the 

**  Hie  jacet  Arthurus,  flos  regum,  gloria  regni. 
Quern  mores,  probitas,  commendant  laude  perenni. 

**  Here  Arthur  lies,  the  flowV  of  kings,  and  glory  of  his  land, 
Whofe  virtuous  deeds,  and  probity,  a  iafling  praife  command, 

**  Arthuri  jncet  hie  conjux  tumulata  fecunda, 
QujB  meruit  coelos  virtutum  prole  fecunda. 

**  King  Arthur's  fecond  confort  does  beneath  this  marble  lie,   ' 
Whofe  fruitful  virtues  merited  a  place  in  heav'n  moft  high." 

We  are  told,  that,  in  the  king's  the  church  of  GJaftonbury,  till 

body   were    plainly    feen    the  the  diffolution  of  that  monaf- 

marks  of  ten  wounds,  one  of  tery,  and  there  feen  ^i^  c^re- 

which only feemed mortal.  What  fully  viewed  by  Leland  ( i ).  His 

Giraldus  Cambrenfis  writes  of  tomb  was  difcovered  in  the  reign 

his  ftatue,  and  the  dimenfions  of  Henry  IL  about   the  year 

of  his  body,  is  unqueftionably  1 189,  that  is,  (ix  hundred  years 

fabulous.     The    leaden    crofs  after  his  death, 
was  preferved  in  the  treafury  of 


(i)  Leland.  apud  UIT.  p.  itc.  in  Aflert^  Arturii- 


Matthew 


..    The  Hijiofy  of  Britain.  lai 

Matthew  of  Weftminfter  gives  us  a  very  circumftantial  ac** 
coont  of  this  battle,  but  is,  in  our  opinion,  fo  fabulous* 
that  it  does  not  deferve  a  place  in  hiftory  '.  The  eighth 
battle  occurred  near  the  caftle  of  Suinnion ;  the  ninth  near 
the  city  of  Lergis  or  Leogis,  called  in  the  Britifh  tongue 
Kaerleon  ;  the  tenth  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Ri- 
bfot  or  Arderic ;  the  eleventh  on  the  hill  Brenion,  fuppofed 
to  be  fomewhiere  in  Somerfetfliire  ;  and  the  twelfth  on  the 
bill  of  Baden.  Gale  thinks  thefe  battles  were  fought  in  the 
If  ace  of  forty  years,  under  Vortigern,  Arabrofius,  and 
others,  though  they  have  been  all  afcribed  to  Arthur. 

Cerdic,  having  fuftained  great  lofles  in  the  many  battles  Newfltp^ 
that  were  fought  with  the  Britons,  fent  over -to  Germany  plUsrf 
for  new  fupplies  ;  which  arriving  in  three  (hips,  imder  the  ^^xoms 
command  of  Stuf  and  Witgar,  his  two  nephews,  landed  at  T'^^'r*' 
Cerdic-ihore,  where  they  were  attacked  by  the  Britons,  andlVU" 
whom  they  put  to  flight.     In  this  year,  514,  died  Efk,  the  gar. 
fon  of  Hengift,  and  fecond  king  of  Kent,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon  Otta,  who  reigned  twenty- two  years;  but  we 
find  no  exploit  worthy  of  notice  afcribed  to  him.   The  fame 
period  is  diftinguiftied  by  the  death  of  Ella,  the  firft  king  of 
the  South  Saxons,  who  reigned  twenty-four  years,  and  left 
his  crown  to  his  fon  Ciifa,  thfe  fuppofed  founder  of  Chi- 
chefter.     About  this  time  Cerdic,  after  he  had  been  twenty- 
four  years  in  the  ifland,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  a  very 
large  territory,  took*  upon  himfelf  the  title  of  king,  and 
jfbunded  the  third  kingdom  in  the  nation,  called  the  king-  ^i  third 
dom  of  the  Weft  Saxons,    comprehending  Devonfhire,  ff**^ 
Dorfetlhire,    Somerfetfliire,    Wiltfliire,    Hampfliire,    and  jf/^/^ 
Berkihire,    to    which    was    afterwards    added    Cornwall.  Saxons. 
In  fpbduing  thefe  countries,    Cerdic,    though  reinforced 
with  continual   fupplies   from   Germany,   paflTed   twenty- 
four  years ;  a  circUmftance  which  fliews  that  the  Britons 
did  not  tamely  give  up  their  territories.     The  fame  year 
that  Cerdic  affuined  the  regal  title,  he  gave  battle  to  the 
Britons  at  a  place  called  Cerdic's-ford,    fuppofed  to  be 
Charford,  in  Hampfliire. 

Th^  Saxon  Antials  inform  us,  that  from  this  time  for-  drdU 
ward,  the  royal  oflFspring,  meaning  the  offspring  of  Cer-  defeats  th 
die,  reigned  over  the  Weft  Saxons ;  an  expreffion  which  ^^'ttous. 
probably  implies,  that  Cerdic  won  the  day,  and,  by  this 
Vidory,  fecured  the  crown  to  his  pofterity.     No  mention  is 
made  of  Cerdic  till  feven  years  after  this  battle,  when  we 
Slid  him  again  engaged  with  the  Britons  at  a  place  called 
CcrdicVlca,  or  CerdicVleague,  fuppofed  to  be  Cherdley, 

f  Wcilm.  ad  ann.  524, 

in 
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ill  Buckinghamfhire  * ;  but  whether  the  Saxons  conqu^re^, 
or  the  Britons,  we  are  left  in  ignorance.     All  we  can  kam 
from  the  Annals  is,  that,  after  this  battle,  Cerdic  reduced 
the  iflc  of  Wight  \  a  convincing  proof,  that  the  battle  had 
been  favourable  to  him.     He  is  faid  to  have  ceded  the  ifie 
of  Wight  to  Stuf  ai^d  Witgar,  his  two  nephews,  who  maf- 
facred  an  incredible  number  of  the  inhabitants,  at  a  place 
called  from  the  latter  Witgaraburgh,  and  now,  by  contrac- 
tion Carifbrokc.     Henry  of  Huntington  gives  us  very  par- 
ticular accounts  of  thefe  battles ;  but  as  we  are  convinced 
he  did  not  copy  them  from  any  authentic  or  credible  wri- 
ters, we  forebear  entering  with  him  into  particulars. 
Yr.  of  Fl.     "Gildas,  a  writer  of  unquedionable  authority,  who  lived 
%%6%.      in  thofe  times,  tells  us,  that  a  great  battle  was  fought  on 
^*  ^'  ^^°'  Badon-hill,  fuppofed  to  be  Banfdown,  near  Bath,  in  which 
Th^  Saxons  ^^^  Saxons  were  entirely  routed   by  the   Britons  *•     This 
tecei've  a     battle  we  are  informed  by  Nennius,  and  after  him  moft  of 
total  o-.-er-   our  hiftorians,  to  be  the  laft  of  the  twelve  fought  by  king 
thr'ttv  on     Arthur.     In  this  combat  the  Saxons  received  fuch  a  rc- 
f  z/^"         pulfe,  that,  for  many  years,  they  avoided  molefting  the  Bri- 
7n'e  Uri.      tons.     The  Britons  ftill  enjoyed  the  peace  and  tranquility 
tons  erjnj    which  fo  fignal  a  viiSory  produced^  W'hcn  Gildas  wrote  his 
a  long         account  of  the  deftruftion  of  Britain,  forty-four  years  after 
ptacs*         tijg  battle  was  fought ".     Not  with  (landing  the  peace  which 
prevailed,  the  Saxons,  who  were  continually  flocking  over, 
and  making  new  encroachments,  founded,  according  to  the 
Tkt  fourth  Saxon  Annals,  in  the  year  527,  a  fourth  kingdom,  called: 
Sa?:on         j^g  kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Saxons,  comprifing  Eflex,  Middle- 
'ill Eak      ^^^*  ^"^  P^^'  ^^  Hertfordftire.     This  kingdom  was  be- 
Saxons,       K""  ^y  Ere  hen  win,  defcended  from  Saxnat.     To  Erchen- 
win  fucceeded,  according  to  Henry  of  Huntington,  hisfon 
Sleda,  whom  William  of  Malmelbury  records  as  the  firft 
of  the   Eaft  Saxon  kings,    and  the   tenth   from  Woden. 
About  fifteen  years  aft^r  founding  of  the  Eaft-Saxon  king- 
Jrthur        dom,  about  the  year  542,  the  great  king  Arthur  is  fuppofed 
aus,  to  have  died,  and  to  have  been  fucceeded  by  his  kinfman 

Conflantine  j  but   the  moft  ancient  Britifh  chronicles  leave 
an  interregnum  of  near  eleven  years,  without  fo  much  as 
mentioning  Conftantine. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       In  the  year  547,  Ida,  the  tenth  by  defcent  from  Woden, 
4«95.       founded  the  fifth  kingdom  in  this  ifland,   called  the  king- 
^^'^'  dom  of  Northumberland,  as  it  comprifed  that  part  of  the 


*I  he  fifth      Siiti^^   provinces    that  lies  north  of  the  H  umber.     Otta 
Snxcn         and  Ebufa  had,  at  the  interceiTion  of  Hengift^  been  allow«> 

Northum-        »  Sax.  Annal.  ad  Ann.  517.  t  Gild.  cap.  26.  p.  lao. 

herland.        «  Vide  Uff.  p.  477. 

ed 
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€<1  by  Vortigern  to  fettle  in  tbofe  parts,  under  pretence  of 
making  war  on  the  Scots  and  Pidls,  and  fecuring  the  nor- 
thern provinces  againft    their  incurfions.     Thefe,   having 
driven  out  the  ancient  inhabitants,  feized  on  thofe  coun- 
tries for  themfelves,  and  held  them  as   inferior  governors 
and  vaiTals  to  the  kings  of  Kent  ^.     For  the  fpace  of  a  hun- 
dred years,  the  princes  of  Northumberland  continued  fub- 
jed  to  the  kings  of  Kent ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  this  year 
547,  the  principality  was  changed  into  a  kingdom.  Id;?,  a 
peiibn  no  lefs  famous  for  his  virtues  than  his  birth,  aflum- 
ing  the  title  of  king  of  Northumberland.     This  province 
proved  a  powerful  kingdom  ;  for  it  comprehended  all  York- 
Ihire,  Lancafliirc,   Durham,    Cumberland,    Weftmorland, 
and  Northumberland,    with  part  of  Scotland,    as  far  as 
Jtdinburgh  Frith.     Ida  was  not,  according  to  Matthew  of 
Weftminlter,  fon  to  any  of  thofe  princes  who  governed 
Northumberland  before  it  became  a  kingdom,  but  an  ad- 
venturer lately  arrived  from  Germany,  and  raifed  to  the 
throne  on  account  of  his  extraordinary  merit.     He  reigned  • 
near  twelve  years  with  great  applaufe,  and  built  a  town, 
which  he  called  Bebanburgh,  now  Bamborough,  in  Nor- 
thumberland,   from  his  wife  Bebba  *.     Upon    his  death 
the  kingdom  of  the  Northumbrians  was  divided  into  two, 
and  as  one  was  fituated  fouth  of  the  Tyne,  it  was  called 
Dcira ;  and  the  other,  extending  from  that  river  to  Edin- 
burgh Frith,  Bernicia. 

In  the  year  561,  Ethelbert  commenced  his  reign  in  Kent.  Yt.  of  FI. 
Being  young  and  ambitious  when  he  afcended  the  throne,       1909. 
he  was  the  firft  who  excited  civil  vrars  and  difturbanccs  A.  D,  561. 
amongft  the  Saxons  themfelves,  claiming,  as  king  of  the 
moft  ancient  Saxon  kingdom,  an  authority  over  the  reft.  ^^'^  '^^'"^ 
This  claim  he  attempted  to  fupport  by  force  of  arms  ;  but  Saxons. 
being  twice  defeated,  he,  who  at  firft  was  formidable,  foon 
grew  into  contempt.     Ceaulin,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons, 
and  his  fon  Cutha,  having  purfued  him  into  his  own  domi- 
nions, flew,  at  Wibbandun,  Oflac  and  Cnebba,  two  of  his 
chief  commanders.    By  means  of  thefe  civil  contefts  among 
the  Saxons,  but  chiefly  by  the  late  viftory  gained  on  Badon- 
hill,  the  Britons  lived,  at  leaft  for  the  fpace  of  forty-four 
years,  unmolefted  by  their  common  enemy  :  but  the  peace  A  general 
they  enjoyed  proved  more    deftruftive  to  them   than  any  ^or^^piion 
war;  for  in  this  interval  they  abandoned  themfelves  to  all  /^^^^j/, 
manner  of  vice  and  debauchery  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  t\it  among  the 
principles  of  truth  and  jufticc  being  totally  fubverted,  fcarce  Britons, 
any  traces  of  them  remained  either  in  the  clergy  or  laity, 

V  Malmefb.  lib,  i.  cap.  }.  ^  Bed.  lib.^iii.  cap.  6, 
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in  the  people  or  their  princes  \  fo  that  they  becam<;  ocUodi 
to  all  the  neighbouring  natiotis :  but  how  far  injuftice^  ir* 
religion,  and  immorality*  prevailed  among  all  ranks  of 
men,  will  appear  from  the  words  of  Gildas^  the  Briti(h 
hiftorian. 

In  the  epiftle,  which  he  wrote  while  Hving  in  Armorica, 
he  fays^  '^  Britain  has  kings,  but  they  are  tyrants ;  judges, 
thii^kingst  but  they  are  fuch  as  prey  upon  the  innoceiit  )  the  kings 
have  wives,  but  abandon  themfelves  to  harlotd  ;  they  fwear 
frequently,  but  perjure  themfelves  \  they  "wage  war,  bot  it 
is  an  unjuA  and  civil  war  \  they  punifli  thieves,  yet  have  the 
greatell  near  them,  even  at  their  own  tables;  they  fit  in 
the  feat  of  judgment,  but  feldom  obfcrve  the  rules  of 
equity ;  they  proudly  overlook  the  modeft  and  harmlefs,  but 
countenance  the  audacious,  though  guilty  of  abominabie 
crimes;  they  fill  their  prifons,  but  with  men  whom  tkf 
mfCwfian*  have  committed  rather  out  of  malice  than  for  crimes."  H^ 
then  proceeds  to  each  king  in  particular,  beginning  with 
Conftantine  then  reigning  in  Cornwall  tind  Devonftire^ 
whom  he  calls  **  The  tyrannical  whelp  of  an  impure  Da- 
monian  lionefs,"  and  charges  with  the  murder  pf  two  inno- 
cent youths  of  the  blood  royal,  whom  he  afTaffinatcd  in 
their  mother's  arms  at  the  very  altar,  and  under  the  cope  of 
the  holy  abbot.  He  likewife  inveighs  againil  this  prince^ 
as  one  polluted  with  many  adulteries,  and  other  crimes. 

In  the  next  place,  he  reproaches  Aurelius  Conanus  witfc 
adulteriesi  parricide,  and  greater  cruelties  tha^  the  former 
was  guilty  of.    He  adds,  that  this  prince,  hating  the  peace 
of  his  country,  had,  for  the  fake  of  booty  and  prey,  foroent'- 
ed  civil  wars.    Where  Aurelius  Conanus  reigned,  is  not 
fpecified ;  but  his  fituation  was  not,  it  feems,  very  fortu- 
nate.    Gildas  hopes,  that,  being  now  left  alone,  likeatrc6 
withering  in  the  midfl:  of  a  barren  foreft,  he  may  call  to 
mind  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  his  father  and  elder  bro* 
thers,  who  all  came  to  untimely  deaths.     In  the  third  piacC) 
he  applies  himfelf  to  Vortipore,  whom  he  ftyles  the  vi^ickcd 
fon  of  a  good  father,  and  the  tyrant  of  Demetia,  or  South 
Wales.    He  upbraids  him,  though  advanced  in  yearsjWith 
adulteries,  falfliood,  and  cruelty.     In  his  latter  days,  h^ 
repudiated  his  wife,  and  committed  inceft  with  his  daugh- 
ter.    In  the  next  place,  our  author  comes  to  Curteg'a"^*! 
fuppofed  by  fome  antiquaries  to  have  reigned  in  Nortn 
Wales :  he  is  reproved  for  raifing  civil  wars,  for  d\^o^<^^^ 
his  wife,  and  marrying  her  coafin,  who  had  vowed  pe^P^ 
tual  chaftity :  he  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  clergy,  haug"^' 
proud,  and  infolent.     Gildas  concludes  with  a  fevcre  re- 
proof to  Maglocunus,  the  greateft,  and  likewife  the  mo 
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wicked,  of  all  the  Britifh  princes.     He  had  depofed,  or 
flain,  mapy  other  kings  or  tyrants,  and  is  called  by  our  au« 
thor  the  liland  Dragon.     He  was  tall  in  (lature,  a  great 
warrior,   extravagant,   and  profufe.      While  he  was  yet 
young,  he  defeated  his  uncle  in  battk,  af>d  drove  him  from 
the  throne  :  then,  touched  with  remorfe,  he  adopted  a  mo- 
naftic  life,  which  he   foon   forfook,  as  he  did  foon  after- 
wards his  wife,  giving  the  wife  of  his  brot}icr's  fon  prefer- 
ence, who  found  means  to  afiaffinate  her  own  hufband, 
and  Maglocunus's  former  wife.    This  is  the  fubftance  of 
Gitdas's  reproof  to  the  Britifli  kings ;  from  which  all  we 
can  colle£l  is,  that  there  were,  at  this  time,  at  ieaft  five 
kings  in  Britain,  all  guilty  of  enormous  crimes  ;  but  by  what 
means  they  came  to  the  crown,  what  adions  they  performed 
during  their  reigns,  who  fucceeded  each  of  them  in  their 
refpcftivc  territories,   we  are  not  told  by   any  authentic 
writer. 

From  the  kings  our  author  makes  a  trandtion  to  the  cler*  andaftJh 
gy,  whom  he  (harply  reproves  as  paftors  in  name,  but  in  cUrgj^. 
reality  wolves,  intent,  on  all  occafiotis,  not  to  feed  th6  flock, 
but  to  pamper  themfelves  ;  not  called  to  the  miniftry,  but 
feizing  it  as  a  trade;  teaching  the  people,  not  by  found 
do£lrine  but  by  evil  example ;  defpifers  of  truth,  fabrica- 
tors of  lies ;  viewing  the  poor  with  an  eye  of  contempt^ 
whilft  they  fawned  upon  the  rich,  however  wicked ;  great 
promoters  of  other  people's  alms,  but  very  fparing  of  their 
Own ;  feldom  ofGciating  at  the  altar,  and  fcarce  ever  with 
undefiled  hearts ;  flightly  touching  the  prevailing  vices  of 
the  age,  but  greatly  exaggerating  their  own  injuries,  as 
done  to  Chrift  himfelf ;  aiming  at  preferments  in  the  church, 
more  than  Heaven  ;  ignorant  of  the  do£brines  contained  in 
the  holy  Scriptures,  but  artful,  cunning,  and  praf^ifed  in 
worldly  matters  ;  bearing  their  heads  high,  but  having  their 
thoughts  and  afFeflions  abje£l  and  low.  He  likewife  raxes 
them  with  being  gluttons,  drunkards,  and,  aboVe  all,  guilty 
of  the  enormous  fin  of  fimony ;  and  then  addrefies  the  laity 
thus :  **  What  can  ye  expefl:,  unhappy  people,  from  thefe 
beafts,  all  belly  ?  Will  they  reclaim  you,  who  weary  them- 
felves in  committing  iniquity  ?  Shall  you  fee  with  their 
eyes,  which  are  open  only  to  gain  ?  Leave  them  rather, 
left  y^  fall  both  blindfold  into  perdition.*'  Our  author,  at 
the  end  of  his  hillory,  gives  a  farther  account  of  the  fad 
ftate  of  affairs,  and  general  corruption  of  manners,  in  thofe 
times ;  and  Complains,  that  the  cities  and  towns  lay  in  a 
ftate  of  ruin  and  defolation.  Suqh  was  the  fituation  of  the 
government  and  religion  among  the  Britons  during  the 
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peace,  which  was  produced  by  the  viflorjr  on  Badon-billf 
atid  continued  till  the  time  Gildas  wrote,  a  fpace  of  about 
forty-four  years. 

Noc  Jong  after  this,  period  began  the  kingdom  of  the 
Eaft* Angles,  compriOng  the  provinces  we  now  call  Norfolk, 
Suftblk,  Cambridgeflnrc,   and   the  iile   of  Ely;  and  was 
founded  by  UfFa,  the  eighth  fucceflbr  from  Woden,  though 
there  were,  it  fecms,  before  him  feveral  petty  princes,  who 
had  fettled  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ;  but  U£Fa,  more  pow- 
erful than  them,  drove  them  all  out,  and  reigned  alone 
with  fuch  power,  that,  from  him,  the  fucceeding  kings  were 
called  UfEnga^y-     The  Saxons,  who  had  been,  ever  fince 
the  battle  on  Badon-hill,  either  ina£fcive,  or  engaged  in  civil 
wars  and  quarrels  among  themfelves,  began  again  to  harafs 
the  Britons,  and,  in  a  few  years,  drove  them  out  of  all  the 
countries  they  held  in  that  part  of  the  ifland,  which  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  England :  for  Cuthwulf,  the  brother 
of  Ceaulin  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  having  defeated  the 
Britons  at  Bedanford,  now  Bedford,  taken  from  them  four 
towns,  namely,  Liganburgh,  now  Loughborough  in  Xiei- 
cefterihire,  or,  as  others  aflert,  Leighton  in  BedfordQiiie ; 
Eglefburg,  now  Aylefbury  in  Buckinghamfhire  \  with  Ben- 
nington and  Igneiham,  now  Benfon  and  Evefbam  in  Ox- 
fordfhire.     Cuthwulfdied  the  fame  year  he  obtained  this 
victory.    During  the  fpace  of  fix  years  after,  we  bear  of  no 
adion ;    but  after  that  time   Ceaulin    renewed    U>e   war« 
Having,  with  his  fon  Cutbwin^  engaged  the  Britons  at  a 
place  in  Glouceflcrfliire  called  Deorham,  he  flew  three  of 
their  kings,  Comail,  Condidan,  and  Farinmaile  ;  and  took 
three  of  their  chief  cities,  Glewancefter  or  Gloucefter,  Ci- 
rencefter,  and  Batbanceiter,  now  called  Bath.     Who  thefc 
kings  were,  we  are  not  informed ;  but  fome  conje&ure  the 
firft  to  be  Cuniglafus,  and  the  fecond  Aurelius  Conanus, 
both  mentioned  by  Gildas.    We  read  pf  no  other  battle  ho 
tween  the  Saxons  and  Britons,  though,  in  all  likelihood, 
fevera)  (kirmifhes  happened,  till  feven  years  after  the  battle 
of  Deorham,  when  Ceaulin,  and  his  fon  Ctuha,  cppofed 
the  Britons  at  a  place  called  Frethan*leag.     In  this  battle 
Cutha  was  flain,  and  the  Saxons  were  obliged  to  retire ;  but 
frelh  fuccours  fejifonably  arriving,    they  returned  to  the 
charge,  routed  the  Britons,  and  took  feveral  towns  '• 

About  this  time  (the  year  585),  according  to  Henry  of 
Huntington,  and  Matthew  of  Weftminfter,  was  founded 
by  Crida,  the  feventh  kingdom  in  this  ifland,  called  the 


y  Hunting  lib.  ii,     Malmf.  lib.  i. 
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kingdom  of  Mcrcia  (Z).    This,   though  the  laft  ercSed,  7he 
was  one  of  the  largcft  of  the  linglifli  Saxon  kingdoms.     It  f'*^'"^^  * 
comprehended  the  feventeen  counties  of  Gloucefterfliire,  l^^^j 
Herefordfliire,    Worccfterftiire,   Warwickftiire,   Leicefter-  Mercial 
(hire,  Rutlandftiire,  Northaittptonfhire,  Lincolnfliire,  Hun- 
tingdon(hire,  Bedfordfliirc,  Buckinghamfliire,  Oxfordfhire, 
Staffordfhire,    Shropfhire,    Nottinghamfhire,    Derbyfliirc, 
Cbefliire,  and  part  of  Hertfordftirc.     I'he  Britons  were  now- 
confined  within  very  narrow  limits.    However,  before  they 
abandoned  all  their  pofleffions  on  this  fide  the  mountains, 
they  once  more  engaged  the  Saxons  at  a  place  called  Wo* 
den's  Bearth,  near  the  ditch  in  Wiltfliire,  which,  by  the 
neighbouring  people,  is  called  Wanfdike,  and,  in  the.  Saxon 
tongue,  Wodenfdic,  or  the  dyke  of  Woden,  and  runpihg 
through  the  middle  of  the  country,  divides  it  from  eaft  to 
weft.    This  battle  was  a  perfeft  carnage ;  but  who  were 
the  generals  on  either  fide,  we  can  no  where  learn.     Henry 
of  Huntington  only  fays,  that  the  Britons  having  drawn  up 
their  army  after  the  Roman  difcipline,  the  Saxons  charged 
them  with  their  ufual  boldnefs.     A  ftiarp  engagement  en*  The  Sri' 
fued,  adds  thai  writer,  in  wbich  God  gave  the  viflory  to  f^»^  obtam 
the  Britons ;  for  the  Saxons  were  routed,  and  almoft  their  ^^ornpUu 
whole  army  cut  off*.     In  this  battle  the  Britons  were  affiftcd  ^vfr  ^M* 
by  the  Angles,  jealous  of  the  overgrown  power  of  Ceaulin  Saxonsi 
king  of  the  Well  Saxons,  whofe  military  genius,  and  great 
exploits,  had  ftruck  terror  into  the  Angles,  as  well  as  the 
Britons.     After  the  lofs  of  this  battle,  he  was  driven  out  of 
bis  dominions,  and  forced   to  take  refuge  in  fome  other 
kingdom  *,  hut  whether  in  this  ifland,  or  elfewhere,  I^  not 
recorded  in  biftory. 

From  this  vidory  the  Britons  reaped  but  little  advantage  j 
for,  being  daily  more  confined,  and  haraffed  on  one  fide  by 
the  Scots  and  Pi^ts,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Saxons,  they  but  art;  in 
were,  in  the  end,  obliged  to  abandon  their  ancient  feats^  tht  end^ 
and  take  (belter  among  the  craggy  and  mountainous  places  •*%'^/* 
in  the  weft  of  the  ifland,  whither  their  cruel  enemies  could  ^WaUs^and 
not  cafily  pucfue  them.    There  they  long  continued  a  war-  $thtrpart4. 

*  Hunting,  ubi  fupra. 

(Z)  Whence    it   took  that  IVtercian  kingdom  (i).    Others 

Aame   is  uncertain  ;  fome  de-  ailert  it  was  fo  called  from  the 

nving  it  from  the  river  Merfe ;  Saxon  word  mtark^  fignifying 

which,  running  between  Che-  a  limit ;   becaufe  moft  of  th^ 

(hire  and  Lancaihire,  was  the  other  kingdoms  bordered  urpoa 

Aorth-weft    boundary    of   the  it  (2). 

(1)  Lhuyd.  fol.  23.  (a)  Camd,  in  Cornaviis. 
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like  natiCTii  defending  their  liberty,  and,  though  feparattd 
from  the  Savons  by  a  deep  ditch,  the  work  of  \}S\  king  of 
the  Mercians,  making  frequent  inroads  into  the  8axon,  or> 
as  we  may  now  ftyle  them,  the  Englifli  territories,  which 
Waks  di'  they  ravaged  with  fire  and  fword.  Ihe  Britonss  upon  their 
'videdinto  retiring  into  Cambria,  or  Wales,  divided  that  country,  as 
Jix  petty  ^g  ^^^^  jj^  ^|jg  fame  author,  into  (iJi  regions,  Guynedb, 
*  Powys,  Dehcnbarch,  Reynuc,  Efyluc  or  Sylluc,  and  Mor- 
ganuc  or  Morgan,  Each  of  thefe  regions  or  diftiicls  was 
governed  by  its  own  king  till  the  year  843,  when  Roderic 
the  Great  became  fole  monarch  of  Cambria  or  Wales, 
which,  at  his  death,  he  divided  among  his  three  fons,  as 
iK^e  fliall  relate  in  a  more  ample  manner  in  a  proper  place. 
Some  .of  the  Britons  were  driven  into  Cornwall ;  others, 
according  to  the  learned  antiquary,  whom  we  have  quoted, 
fettled  in  the  moft  fouthern  parts  of  Scotland,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Carlifle,  and  continued  there  till  the  year 
871,  when  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Scors  and  Englifli, 
and  forced  to  take  (belter  anjongfl  their  countrymen  Ih 
.  .  that  part  of  Cambria  or  Wales  which,  by  the  Latin  writers, 
is  ftyled  Venedotia,  and  by  us  North  Wales.  The  Britons 
at  firft  poflTeffed  all  the  countries  beyond  the  Dee  and  the 
Severn,  which  two  rivers,  in  ancient  times,  divided  Cam- 
bria, or  Wales,  from  England,  the  towns,'  which  (land  on 
the  eaftern  banks  of  thefe  two  rivers,  having  been  moft  of 
them  built  to  reftrain  the  Cambrians,  or  Welfli,  from  mak- 
ing incurfions  into  England.  But  the  Englifli,  having 
paflTed  the  Severn,  gradually  feizedon  the  country  lying  be- 
tween that  River  and  the  Wye  j  hence  all  Hereford fliirc, 
and  that  tra£t  which  was  anciently  called  the  Danifli 
Wood,  with  Gloucefterfliire,  and  fuch  parts  of  Worcefter- 
fliire  and  Shropfliire  as  lye  beyond  the  Severn,  are  ftill  in- 
habited by  the  Englifli ;  in  former  times,  even  fome  parts 
^  of  Flintfliire  and  Denbighfliire  were  fubjeft  to  the  kings  of 

^'^^  Mercia  :  for  Ufla,  the  moft  powerful  king  of  that  cou-ntryi 
ordered  a  deep  ditch  to  be  dug,  with  a  high  wall  to  be  con- 
ftruSed,  as  a  barrier  between  his  dominions  and  the  terrir 
tories  of  the  Cambrians,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  a  little 
above  Flint  caftle,  over  fteep  mountains,  through  deep  val- 
lie^,  fens,  and  rivers*  to  the  mouih  of  the  Wye  (A),    v 

"    (A)  This  ditch,  called  by  the  ton  or  ham ;  evident  proofs  that 

Welfli  to  this  Day,  Claudh  UfFa,  they  were  inhabited  by  Saxons ; 

or  the  Ditch  of  Uffa,  is  ftill  to  be  and  the   inhabitants   of  them 

feen  in  feveral  parts ;  and  all  are  by  the  Welfli   ftill  called 

the  towns,  fituated  on  the  eaft  Guyr  y  Mers,  that  is,  the  men 

fide  of  it,  have  names  euding  in  of  Mercia. 

Gildas 


diuh. 
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Cildas  tells  us,   that  fome  of  the  Britons,  committing 
themfelves  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  fought  for  flielter  be- 
yond the  fea  ;  and  it  is  the  general  opinion,  that  they  fled 
to  their  countrymen  in  Armorica.     That  fome  Britons  had  Some  of  the 
fettled  in  Armorica,  now  Bretagne,  before  this  time,  is  in-  <ijfi^^P^ 
difputable  ;  though  there  is  a  great  difagreement  amongft  ^  ^^^^% i^  - 
authors  as  to  the  precife  time  of  their  firft  eftablifhment  /«  Armu^ 
in  that  country.     They  are  faid  to  have  made  a  fecond  fet-  rica> 
tfcment  there  in  the  reign  of  Conftantius  Chlorus,  the  fa- 
ther of  Conftancine  the   Great,  .during  the  ufurpation  o£ 
Maximus,  and  when  the  Saxons  made  themfelves  maflers 
of  the  iflancj.     No  ancient  hiftorian  makes  any  mention  of 
their  fettling  in  that  country,  either  in  the  reign  of  Con* 
ftantius  or  of  Maximu«  ;  an  omiffion  which  gives  us  room 
to  queftion  the  truth  of  what  the  moderns  have  written  on 
that  head.     All  we  know  for  certain  is,  that  the  Britons 
were  fettled  in  that  part  of  Gaul  which.,  from  them,  was 
jailed  Brittany,  before  the  SaScons  and  Angles  made  them- 
felves matters  of  the  whole  country  now  called  England* 

The  Britons,,  who  fettled  in  Armorica,  having,  by  de-  They  make 
grees,  got  the  better  of  the  natiyes,  treated ^them  much  in  t/umfelntes 
the  fame  manner  as  their  countrymen,  whom  they  had  ^fi^'^*  ^i 
left  behind  in  the  ifland,  were  treated  by  the  Saxons  ;  for,  ''* 
not  to  allege  other  teftimonies,  Regalis  biihop  of  Vannes, 
fpeaking  of  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  Armoricans, 
"  We  live  (fays  he),  in  captivity  under  the  Britons,  and  bear 
a  mod  grievous  and  h6avy  yoke.'*  The  Armoricans,  thus 
overpowered  by  the  Britons,  were  blended  with  them  under 
the  common  appellation  of  Britons,  their  country  being 
called  Britannia  Arilfiorica,  and  Britannia  Cifmarina,  in 
the  fame  n^anner  as  the  Gauls,  in  other  parts  of  Gaul,  were 
indifcriminately  called  by  the  common  name  of  Franks,  and 
their  country  called  Ffancia.  The  Armorican  Britons  de- 
fended themfelves  with  great  bravery  againft  the  Franks, 
firft  under  petty  kings,  and  afterwards  under  counts  and 
dukes,  as  we  fliall  relate  in  a  more  proper  place.  But  to 
return  to  bur  diftreffed  Britons  at  home  :  thofe  who  had 
taken  refuge  among  the  mountains  beyond  the  Severn  at- 
tempted, from  time  ta  time,  to  recover  the  countries  they 
had  loft ;  but  their  efforts,  proved  ineffeftual,  as  did  the  en- 
deavours of  the  Anglo-Saxons  to  extend  their  conquefts  be- 
yond the.  niountains.  Such  of  the  Britons  as  fubmitted  to^ 
and  lived  among,  the  Saxons,  were  treated  by  them  as 
ilaves,  and  employed  in  the  moft  fervile  ftations. 

Thus,  omitting  fuch  accounts  as  are  generally  deemed 
fabulous,  we  have  related  the  moft  remarkable  events  that 
happened  in  Britain^  from  the  arrival  of  the  Saxons  to  the 
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retreat  of  the  Britons  into  Cambria,  or  Wales.  The  venerate 
Bede  takes  no  notice  of  what  was  tranfafled  here,  from  the 
battle  of  Badon-hill  to  the  converfion  of  the  Saxons  in  the 
•  time  of  pope  Gregory  the  Great ;  a  circumflance  which  does 
not  a  little  incline  us  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  what  we  read  in 
the  writers'who  fucceeded  him-  Thefe  had  not  better  records 
or  memoirs  than  that  venerable  author,  but  lefs  difccrn- 
ment,  and  more  credulity ;  which,  perhaps,  may  have 
prompted  them  to  relate,  and  even  believe,  fuch  things,  as 
did  not  appear  to  that  judicious  author  fo  well  atteded  a» 
to  merit  a  place  in  his  hiftory.  Thefe,  however,  we  have 
been  forced  to  follow,  for  want  of  better  guides,  when 
abandoned  by  Gildas  and  Bede  \  but  as  we  do  not  give  en- 
tire credit  to  what  they  relate,  we  are  far  from  eXading  it 
of  our  readers.  The  unfortunate  Britons  being,  in  the 
manner  Vire  have  related,  driven  into  Cambria,  the  Saxons, 
Arigles,  and  Jutes,  remained  mafters  of  the  whole  country 
now  called  England,  where  they  had  already  founded  feven 
kingdoms,  known  by  the  name  of  the  heptarchy.  Thefe 
we  fhall  leave  for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  the  hiftory  of 
other  more  ancient  nations. 
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CHAP.    LXXXV. 

The  Ancient  State  of  the  fever  al  Northern  Na^ 
tioHs^  to  their  Incurfions  into  the  Roman  £/»- 
fire\  their  fever  al  Expeditions  y  and  mutual 
Expulfions^  till  the  Settling  of  the  Hunns  in 
Hungary  j  .  of  the  Vandals^  ^ifigoths^  and 
Suevesj  in  Spain  ;  of  the  Vandals  iii  Africa ; 
the  Franks  in  Gaul;  the  OJirogoths  in  Italy^ 

S    E    C    T.      L 
Of  the  HumtSy  till  their  Settling  h  Hungary. 

Thanci'     /  fc  AHE  Hunns,  a  fierce  and  favagc  nation,  inhabited 
gut  fiats  of     J^     ^ijat  part  of  Afiatic  Sarmatia  which  bordered  on  the 
ihi^  Hunns.  Palus  Maeotis  and  the  Tanais,  the  ancient   boundary  be- 
tween Europe  and  Afia  \     Their  country  lay  north  of 

ti  Ammiftn.  MarceL  lib.  xxxi.  p.  435,  441*.  Agath.  lib.  v«  p.  154* 
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Mbant  Caucafus^  which,  extending  from  the  Eaxin^  to  the 
Cafpian  fea,  parts  Afiatic  Sarmatia  from  Colchis,  Iberia, 
and  Albania,  lying  on  the  ifthmus  between  the  two  abovfe 
mentioned  feas     In  this  mountain,  or  rather  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, were  two  narrow  pafles  leading  out  of  Afiatic  Sar- 
matia into  Iberia,  one  of  which  was  anciently  called  Porta 
Caucafia,  but,  in  Procopius*s  time,  Tzur,  and  the  otfier 
Porta   Cafpia;    this   iajt,   however,   we   muft   diftinguilh 
from  the  famous  Portse  Cafpiae,  or  the  narrow  pafles  in 
Mount  Cafpius,  which,  at  a  great  diftance  to  the  fouth  of 
Mount  (Jaucafus,  divided  Media  from  Parthia.     The  twp 
pafles  in  Mount  Caucafus  gave  admittance  to  the  neighbour- 
ing Hunns  into  the  teiritof  ie«  of  the  Romans  and  Parthians  ^ 
whence  it  is  manifeft,  that,  according  to  Procopius,  the 
ancient  feats  of  tlie  Hunns  lay  north  of  Mount  Caucafus^ 
and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it.     In  thofe  feats  called  the 
Eulyfian  region,    dwelt  the  Hunns,  divided  into  feveral 
tribes,  but  all  coanprifed  under  the  general  name  of  Ugri, 
changed  afterwards  into  that  of  Hunni  or  Unni.    In  the  D^fr^f^fif 
authors,  who  wrote  after  the  year  of  the  Cfariftiana&ra  376,  tribej  «f 
when  the  Hunns  firft  broke  into  Europe,  mention  is  made  Hunni, 
of  the  Uturgurian,  Cuturgurian,  Onugurian,  Vultinzurian, 
Barugunian,  Sabirian,    or  Gabrian,  and  Nephthalitse  or 
Ephtbalite,  Hunns  ^.    Procopius  acquaints  us,  that  one  of 
their  kings  had  two  fons,  Uturgur,  and  Cuturgur,  who, 
upon  their  father's  death,    divided  his  territories  among 
them ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  Hunns  as  were  fubjefl  to  U- 
turgur,  wer€  called  Uturgurian  Hunns;  and  thofe;,  who 
fell  to  the  lot  of  Cuturgur,  Cuturgurian.      No  notice  is 
taken  by  hiftorians  of  the  other  denominations.     On  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  Palus  M^eotis,  where  it  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  Euxine  fea  by  a  narrow  channel,  called  Bofporus 
Cimmerius,  dwelt  the  Uturgurian  Hunns ;   and  north  of 
them,  towards  the  Tanais,  the  Cuturgurian. 

The  Ephthalite  or  Nephthalite  Hunns,  inhabited  a  rich  rhe  Epi^ 
country,  bordering  to  the  North  on  Perfia,  and  at  a  great  thatite  9r 
diftance  from  the  Sarmatian  or  Scythian  Hunns,  with  whom  NepMalits 
they  had  no  intcrcourfe,  nor  the  leaft  afBnity  either  in  their  ''**•'• 
perfons  or  manners.     They  were  a  powerful  nation,  and 
often  ferved  againft  the  Romans  in  th^  Perfian  armies ; 
but,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Zeno,  being  provoked  by 
Perezes,  king  of  Perfia,  who  laid  claim  to  part  of  their 
country,  they  defeated  him  in  two  pitched  battles,  over-ran 
all  Perfia,  and  held  it  in  fubjedion  for  the  fpace  pf  two 

<  Agath.  lib.  ix.  p.  154.    Procop.  ibid.  Paul*  Warnefrid.  Mifcel. 
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years,  obliging  Cabades,  the  fon  and  fucceffor  of  Pcrozcs, 
to  pay  them  an  annual  tribute.  Thefe  Hunns,  called  by 
the  writers  of  thofc  times  the  White  Hunns,  did  not  wan- 
der, like  the  others,  froni  place  to  place ;  but  contented 
with  their  own  counrry,  which  fupplied  them  with  all  ne- 
ceffaries,  lived  under  a  regular  government,  fubjcft  to  one 
prince,  and  feldom  made  inroads,  unlefs  provoked,  either 
into  the  Pcrfian  or  Roman  territories.  They  lived  accord- 
ing to  thcir>  own  laws,  and  dealt  uprightly  with  one  an- 
other, as  well  as  with  the  neighbouring  people.  Each  of 
their  great  men  ufed  to  choofe  twenty  or  more  companions, 
to  enjoy  ^yith  him  his  wealth,  and  partake  of  all  his  diverr 
iions ;  but,  upon  his  deceafe,  they  were  all  buried  with  him 
in  the  fame  grave.  This  cuftom  favours  of  barbarity  ;  but 
in  every  other  refpeft  the  Nephthalite  were  a  more  civi- 
lized nation  than  the  Scythian  Hunns,  who,  making  inroads 
into  the  empire,  filled  moft  of  the  provinces  of  Europe 
with  blood  and  flaughter. 

The  latter  were,  according  to  Ammlanus  Marcellinus, 
a  favage  people,  exceeding  in  cruelty  the  moft  barbarous 
nations.  They  begin  to  praftife  their  cruelty,  fays  Jor- 
nandes,  upon  their  children  the  firft  day  they  come  into 
the  world,  cutting  and  rfiangling  the  cheeks  of  their  males, 
to  prevent  the  growth  of  hair,  which  they  confidered  con- 
trary to  the  fentimcnts  of  other  nations,  as  unbecoming 
and  uqmanly.  They  had,  perhaps,  in  this  praftice  another 
view,  which  Jornandes  feems  to  infinuate  elfewhere,  name- 
ly, to  ftrike  terror  into  the  enemy  with  their  countenances 
thus  diftorted  **.  They  ha^  no  other  food  but  roots  and 
Taw  meat,  and  no  houfes,  or  even  huts  ;  but  lived  conftantly 
expofed  to  the  air  in  the  woods  and  on  the  mountains, 
where,  from  their  infancy,  they  were  inured  to  hunger, 
thirft,  and  all  manner  of  hardfhips :  they  had  fuch  an 
averfion  to  houfes,  which  they  called  the  fepulchres  of  the 
living,  that  when  they  went  into  other 'Countries,  they 
could  hardly  be  prevailed  upon  to  crofs  a  threfliold,  not 
thinking  themfelves'  fafe  whpii  (hut  up  and  covered.  They 
were  accuftomed  even  to  eat  and  deep  on  horfeback,  fcaree 
ever  difmountiing ;  a  Cuftom  which  in  all  likelihood  in- 
duced Zofimus  to  aver,  that  the  Hunns  could  not  walk  ^ 
They  covered  their  najcednefs  with  goat  fkins,  or  the 
fkins  of  a  fort  of  mice  fewed  together.  Day  and  night 
were  indifferent  to  this  favage  people,  as  to  buying,  fell- 
ing, eating,  and  drinking.  They'  had  no  law,  nor  any 
kind  of  religion ;    but  complied  with  their  inclinations, 
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wlttout  the  leaft  reftraint,  or   diflinftion  between  good 
and    evil  ^     In  war,    they  began   the   battle   with   great 
fury,  and  a  hideous  noife  ;  but  if  they  met  with  a  vigorous 
oppolltion,   their  fury   abated  after  the  firft' onfet ;    and,< 
when  once  put  in  diforder,  they  never  rallied,  but  fled  in 
the  utmoft  confufion.     They  were  quite  unacquainted  with 
the  art  of  befieging  towns  ;  and  it  is  obferved,  that  they 
never  attacked  the  enemy's  camp.     They  were  a  faithleis 
nation,  and  thought  themfelves  no  longer  bound  by  the 
moft  folemn  treaties  than  they  found  their  advantage  in 
obferving  them.    Hence  we  often  find  them,  upon  the  leaft 
profpe6t  of  obtaining  more  advantageous  conditions,  mak- 
ing incurfions  into  the  Roman  empire,  in  defiance  of  the 
moft  folemn  oaths  and  engagements.     Several  bodies  of 
Hunns,  after  their  coming  into  Europe,  fcrved  in  the  Ro- 
man armies  againft  the  Goths,  and  other  barbarous  nations  ; 
they  were  even  fuch  mercenaries  as  to   be  willing,  for 
hire,  to  fight  againft  each  other,  being  blind  to  every  other 
confideration  than  lucre  s.     Of  this  difpofition  the  empe- 
ror Juftinian  was  apprifed  ;  and,  by  promifing  a  large  fum 
to  the  Uturgurian  Hunn3*  prevailed  upon  them  to  fall  up- 
on the  Cuturgurians,  and  drive  them  quite  out  of  the  em- 
pire \ 

The  form  of  government  that  prevailed  amongft  them  T^hWform 
was  not,  according  to  Ammianus  Marcellinus,   properly  ^/ .?<»'»'*''»' 
fpeaking,  monarchical ;    for  that  author,  treating  of  the  ^'"'' 
Scythian  Hunns,  teil  us,  that  thdy  had  never  learnt  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  authority  of  a  king  ;  but  that  they  were  headed 
and  conduced  by  fome  of  their  chiefs.     As  to  the  origin 
of  the  Hunns,  Procopius  feems  to  infinuate,  that  they  were 
defcended  from  the  Albanians ;  and  that  they  removed  from 
Albania,  lying  on  the  Cafpian  fea,  into  AGatic  Sarmatia. 
vhere  they  fettled. 

As  for  the  name  of  Hunns,  fome  authors  imagine  them  7heir 
to  have  been  thus  nominated  from  one  of  their  leaders  origin. 
named  Hunnor;  but  of  this  Hunnor  no  mentic5n  Is  made 
ty  any  ancient  writer.  They  are  frequently  ftylpd  UgrJ  by 
Procopius,  and  other  writers ;  and  the  word  uvrey  in  the 
Sclavonic  language,  fignifies  aquatic^  that  is,  living  in  or 
near  the  water  ;  a  name  well  adapted  to  a  nation  living  ii^ 
wet  or  marlhy  places ;  and  fuch  were  the  ancient  feats  of 
the  Hunns  bordering  on  the  Pal  us  Mqeptls  and  the  Tanais  K 

^  Amm.  lib.  xxxi.  p.  435—437 — 615 — 618.    Ifidor.  car.  ii.  p.  197. 
C  Ammian.  ihid.  p.  439,  440.     Prifc.  de  Legat.  p.  ^^.  ^  Pco<;op; 
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Ftolemv,  in  his  Sarrnatia  Europxa,  mentions  a  pieople^ 
whom  ne  calls  Chunii  dwelling  in  his  time  on  the  banks  of 
the  Boryilhenes.  Thefe  the  Hunns  fubdued,  and  fettled  in 
their  country ;  whence,  from  their  name  Chuni,  fome  de-« 
rive  that  of  rlunni :  butj  to  dwell  no  longer  on  conje£lures> 
we  {hall  now  give  a  fuccin£t  account  of  the  feveral  migra- 
tions and  expeditions  of  the  Hunns,  from  their  firft  com- 
ing into  Europe  to  their  fettling  in  Pannonia,  called  after- 
wards from  them  Hungary,  following  therein  Ammianus 
Marcellinus,  and  other  credible  writers,  who  lived  in  or 
near  thofe  times. 
Yr.  of  Fl.      The  Hunns,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  dwelt  on  the 

A  *n**  6   ^^^  '^^^  ^^  ^^^  Palus  Mseotis,  now  the  fea  of  Zabache, 
^^     quite  unacquainted  with  the  people  and  countries  lying  on 
ffity  tafi    ^^  oppofite  fide,  till  a  hind  puifued  by  fome  hunters,  or> 
tht  Palus     as  we  find  in  other  authors,  an  ox  ftung  by  a  gad-fly,  hav- 
Maons't      ing  pafTed  the  marfli,  fome  Hunns  followed  their  guide  to 
the  oppofite  fide,  where  they  difcovercd  a  country  more 
agreeable  than  their  own.     Hereupon,  returning  to  their 
own  country,  they  acquainted  their  countryrnen  with  what 
they  had  difcovered  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  informed  them, 
that  what  they  had  till  then  looked  upon  as  a  deep  fea,  was 
only  a  mar  Hi,  and  might  be  pafTed  without  the  leaft  dan« 
ger  ^»    Encouraged  with  this  account,  and  defiring  to  fet- 
tle in  a  more  fertile  foil,  they  pafTed  the  marfh ;  and  en- 
anJfuhdni  tering  the  country  of  the  Alans,  who  dwelt  on  the  banks 
iAe  Alans.    q{  ^h^  Tanais,  and  were  thence  called  Tanaitcs,  they  laid 
it  wafte  far  and  near,  made  a  dreadful  havock  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  obliged  fuch  of  them  as  were  left  alive,  and 
able  to  bear  arms,  to  enlift  under  their  flandard.     Thus 
They  fall     reinforced,  they  fell  upon  the  Goths,  by  Ammianus  called 
upon  the      Greuthongi,    and  by  Jornandcs  Oflrogoths ;  and  fpread 
Ofirogoths\  evcry-wheie  fuch  terror  among  them,  that  Ermenric  their 
king,  though  a  warlike  prince,  and  conqueror  of  many  na- 
tions, laid  violent  hands  on  himfelf,  to  avoid  feeing  the  ca- 
lamities that  threatened  his  people  ^    Jornandes  acquaints 
us,  that  Ermenric,  whom  he  calls  Ermanaric,  having  pu- 
nifhed  with  death  a  woman  named  Saniolk,  of  the  nation 
of  the  Roxolani,  for  the  murder  of  her  hufband,  her  two 
brothers,  Sarus  and  Ammius,  confpiring  againft  him,  gave 
him  a  dangerous  wound  in  the  fide ;  which,  with  the  con- 
cern he  was  under  in  feeing  his  country  over-run  by  the 
Hiinns,  occafioned  his  death,  in  the  hundred  and  tenth 
year  of  his  age.   He  was  fucceeded  by  Vithimir,  who,  hav- 

k  Jornand.  ibid.  cap.  24.  p.  644,  €45,  I  Amhiian.  lib.  xxxi« 
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ing  hired  a  body  of  Hunns^  made  for  fome  time  a  vigorous 
refiltance  ;  but  was,  in  the  end,  after  many  loiTeSy  (Iain  in 
battle.     He  left  behind  him  a  fon  named  Vitheric  or  Vi- 
deric,  whom,  as  he  was  under  age,  he  committed  to  the 
care  of  Alatheus  and  Saphrax  ;  but  thefe,  though  men  of 
known  valour  and  experience  in  war,  forefeelng  all  their , 
efforts  would  prov«  upfuccefsful  againft  the  numerous  and 
formidable  forces  of  the  enemy,  thought  it  advifeable  to.  anddrivi 
abandon  the  country  they  then  held,  a<irl  retire,  with  all  thim  out 
their  people,  to  the  plains  between  the  Boryflhenes  and  the  ^/^^^'^ 
Danube^  which  country  is  now  known  by  the  name  of '^^*   ^ 
i?odolia. 

Athanaric,  king  or  chief  of  the  Thervingi  or  Vifigoths, 
being  informed  of  what  had  happened  to  the  Oftrogotfas, 
refolved  to  be  upon  his  guard,  and  prepared  for  a  vigorous 
defence  on   the  banks  of  the  Danaftus,  now  the  Nieper, 
which  parted  the  Greuthongi  from  the  Thervingi ;  but  the  D^^eat  iMt 
Hunns  falling  upon  him  before  he  had  the  leaft  notice  of  f^ffis^^^*^ 
their  approach,  he  was  put  to  flight,  after  having  loft  great  J'f^^J'*^ 
numbers  of  his  men,  and  obliged  to  take  fhelter  among  the  ^„^^j, 
neighbouring  mountains.     As  the  enemy,  overloaded  with  thiinium*^ 
booty,  purfued  him  but  flowly,  he  built  a  wall  with  incre-  try» 
dible  expedition  for  his  own  defence,  extending  from  the 
Ccrafus,  or  the  Pruth,  to  the  Danube,  in  the  country  now 
Itnown  by  the  name  of  Moldavia  ".    All  the  Gothic  nations 
being  alarmed  at  this  fudden  and  unexpefted  irruption  of 
the  Hunns,  fuch  of  them  as  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 
the  dreadful  havock  which  thofe  Barbarians  made  of  their 
people,   refolved  to  abandon  their  country  to  an  enemy 
whom  they  were  no  longer  able  to  oppofe,  and  to  fhelter 
themfelves  within  the  Roman  dominions,  feparated  by  the 
Danube  from  the  countries  over-run  by  the  Hunns.     Ac- 
cordingly they  retired  from  their  ancient  feats,  and,  ap* 
proaching  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  difpatched  ambailadors 
to  the  emperor  Valens,  begging,  in  a  moft  fubmiffive  man- 
ner, to  be  admitted  into  Thrace* 

The  Romans  were  ftruck  with  terror  and  amazement,  in 
hearing  that  fuch  multitudes  of  Barbarians  were  hovering 
about  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  driven  out  of  their  country 
by  greater  Barbarians  than  themfelves.  .  Valens,  however,  Thi  Goths 
complied  with  their  requeft,  allowing  them  to  pafs  the  Da-  are  admit* 
aube,  and  enter  Thrace  in  fuch  numbers,  that  Ammianus  ffv  ^"^^ 
compares  them  to  the  fparks  which  at  that  very  time  iffued 
out  of  Mount  i^tna,  and  to  the  fiinds  of  the  Libyan  (hore. 
Thofe  were,  for  the  moft  part,  Thervingi  or  ViCgoths,  the 

^  Ammian.  p.  440,  44if 
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fubje£ls  of  king  Athanaric.     As  for  the  Greuthongi,  or 
Oftrogoths,  they  being  likewife  driven  out  of  their  country 
by  the  Hunns,  flocked  in  fwarms  to  the  banks  of  the  Da- 
pubc  i  and,  encouraged  by  the  reception  their  countrymen 
ha^d  met  with  from  Valens,  begged  to  be  admitted  within 
•the  Roman  dominions ;  but  the  emperor  not  thinking  it 
advifeable  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  after  they  had  con- 
tinned  fome  time  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  they  pafled 
it  in  dcfpite  of  his  prohibition.      Athanaric,  king  of  the 
Thervingi,  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  take  refuge  in  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Romans,  on  account  of  his  having  aflifted  the 
ufurpcr  Procopius,  retired,  with  p^rt  of  his  people,  to  a 
place  defended  by  inacccflible  rocks,  named  Caucalanda, 
having  driven  from*  thence  the  Sarmatians  and  the  Taifali, 
whofe  country  lay  weft  of  the  Gerafus,  or  the  Pruth  ". 
^bf  Hunns  Thus  the  Hunns,  in  the  year  376,  not  only  fettled  in  Eu- 
maftersof     rope,    but  made  themfelves  mafters  of  that  vaft  country. 
tke  country  ^^hj^h  extends  from  the  Tanais  to  the  Danube,  and  was, 
^^^rlnais   ^^^^^  ^^^*^  arrival,  poflefTed  by  the  Alans,  the  Goths,  and 
^fid  the        feveral  other  barbarous  nations,  whom  they  either  drove 
Jfanube.      out,  or  forced  to  fubmit  to  their  viflorious  arms. 

We  find  no  farther  mention  made  in  hiftory  of  the  Hunns 
who  fettled  in  Europe,  till  the  year  388,  when  great  num- 
bers of  them  are  faid  to  have  lifted  under  the  Roman 
banner  of  Theodofi us  I.  who  was  then  emperor,  encourag- 
ing them,  with  large  fums,  to  ferve  in  his  army,  as  well 
on  account  of  their  warlike  difpofition,  as  t6  divert  them 
from  raifing  difturbances  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire  *. 
TA/  Nnh'  '^^^  Nephthalite  Hunns,  who  had  continued  in  Afia,  and, 
thalite         were  neighbours  to  the  Perfians,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
Hunns         ferved,  breaking  into  the  Roman  territories,  over-ran  Me- 
ovtr  run     fopotamia  in  3'83,  and  even  laid  fiege  to  Edeifa;  but  were 
tamia.         repulfed  by  the  Roman  garrifon,  and  obliged  by  a  body  of 
troops,  confifting  chiefly  of  Goths,  fentto  the  relief  of  the 
7he  Scj'     place,  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  and  retire  p.     The  Eu- 
tkian  ropean  Hunns  firft  pafled  the  Danube  in  391,  and  being 

Hutifts  in-    joined  by  the  Goths  and  other  Barbarians,  committed  dread- 
S'JJ^'  ful  havock  in  Mcefia  and  Thrace  :  but  Stilicho  marching 

»vd  are       againft  them,  totally  defeated  their  army,    and  purfuing 
defeated  fy  vigoroufly,  furrounded  them  in  a  narrow  valley,  where  they 
Stilicho.       muft  have  periftied  with   hunger  or  furrendered  at  difcre- 
tion,  had  not  Theodofius  chofen  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
them,  following  therein,  fays  the  poet  Claudian,  theper*' 
nicious  counfel  of  the  traitor  Rufinus^. 

n  Ammian.  ihiJ.  Jorn.  cap.  25.  p.  646.  **  Arrtbrof.  cp.  xvii, 

p.  214.  p  Socrat.  lib.  v.  cap.  11.  p.  270.  fur  15  Novemb.  p.  34-1. 

9  Claud,  de  Laud.  Sell.  lib.  i»  p.  125, 126^ 
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About  four  years  after  this  event,  in  395,  the  Hunns  Yr.  of  FI. 
making  unexpeftedly  an  inroad  into  the  eaftcrn  provinces,      *74-3' 
penetrated   as   far  as  Antioch,  deftroying  all  the  country      ■      ^9$* 
with  fire  and  fword,  and  committing  every-where  unheard-  <r/,„^, 
of  cruelties '•     St.  Jerom,  fpeaking  of  this  irruption  of  the  q,agetki    • 
Hunns,  fays  :  **  All  the  Eaft  trembled  when  the  difmal  taft^n 
news  was  brought  that  fwarms  of  Hunns^  cpming  from  the  pro*viucef. 
far-diftant  Maeotis,  and  dwelling  between  the  frozen  Ta- 
nais  and  the  country  of  the  favage  Mafl'agetcs,  fcattered 
themfelves  over  it,  and  filled  all  places  with  blood  and 
flaughter.  While  the  R.oman  armies  (continues  that  writer) 
were  employed  in  civil  wars  (that  is  againft  the  ufurper 
Eugenius),  the  cruel  enemy  roved,  without  control,  where 
they  pleafed,  preventing,  by  their  fpeed,  the  report  of  their 
coming.    They  had  no  regard  either  to  religion  or  dignity  ;  \ 

no  age  they  fpared,  nor  were  they  foftened  by  the  tears  of 
the  crying  infant  \  but  put  thofe  to  death  who  had  fcarce 
begun  to  live,  and  who,  not  apprifed  of  their  danger, 
fmiled,  when  in  the  enemy's  hands,  at  thofe  very  weapons  ' 

that  were  immediately  to  deftroy  them."  He  adds,  that  the 
general  terror  and  confternation  fpread  as  far  as  Paleftinej 
upon  a  report  that  they  propofed  to  advance  to  Jcrufalcm, 
and  plunder  the  holy  city  *. 

The  Hunns  having  over-run,  and  plundered  feveral  pro- 
vinces, voluntarily  returned  home,  loaded  with  fpoils,  and 
carrying  with  them  an  incredible  number  of  captives. 

After  this  irruption  they  feem  to  have  continued  quiet  for  ^hey  break 
nine  years,  that  is,  till  the  year  404,  when  paffiiig   the  into 
Danube  in  great   multitudes,  they  entered  Thrace,    and  ^^^^'* 
having  traverfed  that  province,  penetrated  into  Kaft  Illyri- 
cum,   committing  everyrwhere  dreadful  ravages,  and  de- 
ftroying with  fire  and  fword  what  they  could  not  carry  ofF^ 

In  the  following  year,  405,  we  find  great  numbers  of  T///y  Mf- 
Hunns  ferving  in  Stilicho's  army,  which  marched  againft  tingmjh 
Radagaifus,  who  had  invaded  Italy.  Thefe  Hunns  were  led  f^^{*^^* 
l)y  Uidin,  one  of  their  chiefs  or  kings ;  and  to  him  was  ^anfer* 
chiefly  owing  the  fignal  viftory  gained  by  Stilicho  in  He-  wV/. 
truria ;  for  having  with  his  Hunns  furrounded  one  of  the 
three  bodies  into  which  Rhadagaifus  had  divided  his  army, 
he  cut  them  all  in  pieces,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  men  °.     Uldin  was  well  known  to  the  Romans  before  Uldinking 
this  time,  from  the  vigorous  oppofition  he  had  made  in  the  ^/'^' 
year  400,  againft  the  famous  GainaSj  commander  of  the  "^"^^^ 
Goths  in  the  Roman  fervice. 

'  Soz.  lib,  viii.  cap,  i.  p.   753.  «  Hicr  Epitaph.  Fabiol. 

*  Soz.  lib.  viii.  cap.  25.  p.  793.   Philoftorg.  lib.  xi.  cap.  8.  p.  530. 
"SoCp.  803.  Profp.  Chron.  Aug  Civ.  p."63.  • 
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No  piincc  had  hitherto  deferred  better  of  the  empire  than 
Uldin ;  but  two  years  after  the  iignai  victory,  obtained 
chiefly  by  his  means  over  RadagaifuSy  he  became,  on  what 
provocation  we  know  not 9  an  irreconcileable  enemy  to  the 
Romans ;  and  pafling  the  Danube,  entered  Thrace  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army,  confiding  of  Hunns  and  Squirt, 
or  Scyri,  a  northern  nation,  fubjeft,  in  all  likelihood,  to 
the  Hunns.  As  this  irruption  happened  during  the  mino- 
rity of  Theodofius  11.  An  them  i  us,  who  had  taken  upon 
him  the  adminidration,  exerted  his  abilities  to  appeafe  Ui- 
din  \  but  he  confiding  too  mucli  in  his  own  ftrength,  and 
infifting  upon  conditions  that  could  not  be  honourably 
granted,  Anthemius  ordered  a  body  of  Roman  troops  to 
march  againft  him^  at  whofe  approach  feveral  of  his  officers, 
offended  at  his  haughty  and  imperious  behaviour,  laid  hold 
of  that  opportunity  to  abandon  him,  and  join  the  Romans* 
This  defe<^ion  alarmed  Uldin,  who  retired  with  great pre«r 
cipitation,  and  repafled  the  Danube,  after  having  loft,  O!^ 
his  hally  march,  many  of  his  men.  As  for  the  Squiri,  the 
emperor's  troops  coming  up  with  them  before  they  reached 
the  Danube,  they  were  to  a  man  either  killed  or  taken  pri« 
foners :  the  latter  were  fold,  and  diiperfed  all  over  Afia, 
to  prevent  their  ever  returning  to  their  own  country  ^.  By 
this  overthrow,  and  one  they  had  received  in  381,  from 
Theodofius  jthe  Gi eat,  grandfather  to  the  reigning  emperor, 
Theodofius  the  younger,  that  nation,  once  very  numerousi 
was  almoft  utterly  extirpated  *. 

From  this  ppriod  the  Hunns  feem  to  have  continued  quidt 
till  the  year  4(23,  when  the  emperor  Honoring  dying,  and 
John,  his  chief  fccretary,  aifuming  the  purple,  they  were 
prevailed  upon  by  the  celebrated  Aetiust  who  had  joined 
the  ufurper,  to  efpoufe  his  caufe.  As  Aetius  had  been  for- 
merly given  to  them,  on  what  occafion  we  know  not,  as  a 
hoftage,  and  was  become  acquainted  with  their  chiefs,  the 
ufurper  fent  him,  as  the  molt  proper  perfon,  with  large 
fums,  to  engage  them  in  his  caufe.  Accordingly,  a  few 
months  after  his  departure,  he  returned  at  the  head  of  fixtf 
thoufand  Hunns.  Upon  his  entering  Italy  he  was  met  by 
Afpar,  one  of  the  generals  of  Theodofius,  who,  upon  the 
death  of  his  uncle  Honorius,  had  caufed  himfelf  to  be  pro- 
claimed emperor  of  the  Weft.  A  bloody  battle  enfued, 
without  any  confiderable  advantage  on  either  fide;  butip 
the  mean  time  Aetius,  being  informed  of  the  death  of  the 
ufurper,  who  had  been  taken  and  beheaded  in  Ravennj^ 


w  Socrat.  lib.  ix.  cap.  6.  p.  So5, 807. 
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Aree  flays  befbre  the  battle,  fubmittcd  to  TlieodofiuS)  ahd 
perfuaded  thi  Hunns,  not  without  diftributing  confiderablc  TAey  re^ 
fums  among  theni)  to  return  home^^.  turn.  heme. 

However,  Thrace  was  this  year  pillaged  and  laid  wafte 
by  fome  of  that  nation  whom  Theodoret  ftyles  Scythian 
Nomades.     Their  chief  was  Rougas  or  Roilas,  who  threat*  Rot/gas 
cned  to  over-run  the  wljolc  empire,  and  lay  fiegc  to  Con-  ra'vages 
ftantinople  itfelf»;  but  Theodofius,  not  in  the  lead  dif-  "^^race^, 
waved  at  the  menaces  of  the  Barbarian,  committed  the  cvenr, 
a[ccbrding  to  his  cuftom,  fays  Socrates,  to  Providence,  and 
foon  obtained  what  he  defired  y  for  Rougas  was  killed  with  m  is  killed 
lightning,  a  plague  broke  out  in  his  army,  and  fwept  off  wi/A /«;§f/i/- 
the  greateft  part  of  his  men,  and  fire  from  heaven  confumed  ^^PS*  ^^^ 
moft  of  thofe  whom  the  plague  had  fpared.     This  compH-  J^f^rTd 
cation  of  misfortunes  ftruck  the  Barbarians  with  fuch  terror^ 
that  they  retired  voluntarily,  dreading,  not  the  arms  of  the 
Romans,  but  the  power  of  heaven,  which  had  evidently 
cfpoufed  the  caufe  of  Theodofius. 

Six  years  after  this  irruption,  that  is,  in  423,  we  find  the 
Hunns  in  poiTcffion  of  Pannonia  ;  for  Aetius,  being  that 
year  difgraced  by  Valentinian  III.  or  rather  by  his  mother 
Placidia,  who  governed*  during  the  minority  of  her  fon,  is 
faid  to  have  retired  to  th^  court  of  Roas,  king  of  the  Hunns, 
in  Pannonia  *,  As  the  Hunns  were  in  a  great  meafure  in- 
debted to  Aetius  for  the  lands  they  held  in  Pannonia,  Roas, 
their  king,  not  only  received  that  able  commander  with  ihc 
greateft  demonftrations  of  kindnefs  and  friendihip  upon  his 
being  difgraced  at  the  court  of  Placidia,^  but  fent  him  back 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  of  Hunns  5  which  fo  terri^ 
fied  Placidia,  that  Ihe  reftored  Aetius  to  all  his  employ- 
t&ents,  and  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  patrician^. 

in  the  year  435,  a  ftrong  body  of  Hunns,  marching  They  join 
through  Germany  into  Gaul,  joined  Aetius  againft  the  ^^^^'^i^i' 
Bargundians,  who,  having  been  allowed  to  fettk  in  that  ^^'^^/ 
part  which  bordered  on  the  RKine^  had  revolted  from  the  dians\ 
Aomans,  and  ravaged  Belgic  Gaul.     Aetius,  after  gaining 
a  comptete  viftory  over  them,  obliged  Gondicarius  their  king 
tofue  for  peace ;  which  he  granted,  but  neither  Gotulicariu$ 
twr  his  people  long  enjoyed  it ;  for,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  following  year,  be  was  cut  off,  with  twenty  thoufand  of  Yr.  of  Fl, 
lis  men,  by  the  Hunns,  at  the  inftigation  of  Aetius,  pro-      ^T^l' 
voked,  as  fome  authors  affert  %  'at  their  revolting  again  %  -   '    '  ^^^' 

y  Philoftorg.  lib.  xii.  cap.  14.  p.  538,    Profp.  Cbron.     Cafliodor.  ^{hey  cutaS 

Chron.  2  Socrat.  lib.  vii.  cap.  43.  p.  387.   Theodoret.  lib.  v.  ^^;,/« 

«p.  36.  p.  749.  *  Profp.  Chron.    Prifc.  p.  37.  ^  Profp.  ^/j^^/^^. 

Chron.    Idat.  p.  20.    Val.  Rcr.  Franc,  lib.  x.  p.  i\^*  «  Buch.        ^ 
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while  oAcrs  cliargc  Aetius,  on  this  occafion,  il^ItK  breach 
/  of  faith,  and  the  blacked  treachery,  Socratel  tells  us,-  that 
the  unhappy  BurgundianSy  haraO'ed  with  the' continual  in« 
curfions  of  the  Hunns,  and  being  no  longer  in  a  conditioa 
to  make  head  againil  fo  powerful  an  enemy,  had  recourfe 
to  Heaven  ;  and,  repairing  to  a  city  in  Gaul,  there  declar- 
ed their  defire  of  embracing  ihe  Chriilian  religion.  The 
bifhop  of  the  place  injoined  them  a  feven  days  fait,  during 
which  time  he  inftrufted  them  in  the  myfteries  of  our  holy 
religion  ;  and,  having  adminiftered  to  them  the.  facrament 
.  ^  .  of  baptifm,  he  fent  them  home  full  of  courage  and  confi- 

dence.   In  this  condition  they  marched  againlt  the  Hunns; 
and,  finding  them  deftitute  of  a  leader,  Uptar  their  king 
^tn  ihou'     dying  the  night  before,  gorged  with  immoderate  eating  and 
f^'^^  drinking,  they  fell  upon  them,  cut  ten  thoufand  in  pieces, 

ffT'tT^  and  obliged  the  reft  to  fave  themfelves  by  a  precipitate 
Burgutt"  flight.  From  this  period  the  Burgundians,  adds  Socrates, 
Jians.  continued  ftedfaft  in  the  Chriftian  religion**. 

The  Hunns  Notwithftanding  this  overthrow,  the  Hunns,  either  this 
ohihg  the  yearj  or  the  following,  marched  with  a  conficjerable  body 
Goths  to  to  the  aiTiftance  of  the  Romans  againft  the  Gothsj  who  had 
raj/e  the  been  allowed  to  fettle  in  Aqultain;  but  not  fatisfied  with 
N^h  the  countries  allotted  them,  had  made  themfelves  matters 

of  feveral  neighbouring  cities  belonging  to  theRomans^  and 
even  laid  (\ii^ti  to  Narbonne.  The  Romans  called  the  HunnB 
to  their  afiiftance ;  who,  being  led  by  count  Litorius,  fell 
upon  the  Goths  while  they  were  bufied  in  the  fiegCj  put 
them  to  flight,  and  entered  the  city,  each  horfeman  carry*- 
ing  with  him  two  bufhels  of  corn  5  which  proved  a  very 
feafonable  fupply,  the  inhabitants  being  reduced  to  the  ut- 
moft  extremity  *.  Idatius  afcribes  the  raifing  of  the  fiege 
to  Aetius  ^,  probably  becaufe  Litorius  afted  by  his  orders, 
he  being  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  armies  of  the 
Weftern  empire.  The  Hunns,  who  thus  fignalized  them*- 
felves  againft  the  Goths,  had,  the  preceding  year,  been 
employed  by  the  Romans  againft  the  rebellious  Armorici, 
whom  they  reduced.  From  Armorica  they  marched  a* 
gainft  the  Goths  of  Aquitain ;  but,  on  their  way,  they 
plundered  the  province  of  Auvergne,  though  belonging  to 
the  Romans,  whom  they  ferved  as  auxiliaries.  LitoriuSf 
after  having  gained  great  advantages  over  the  Goths,  laid 
fiege  to  Touloufe,  their  capital ;  but  was  afterwards  defeat- 
ed in  a  pitched  battle  by  Theodoric  their  king,  and  taken 
prifoner.     About  this  time  two  chiefs  of  the  Hunns,  Bafic 

*  Socrat.  lih.  vii.  cap.  30.  p.  371,  372.  e  Profp.  Chron,    Val, 

Rer.  Franc,  lib.  iii.  p.  140,  f  Idat.  p.  21, 

and 


The  Htjlbry  of  the  Hmnu  ;    |^j 

and  Cutfic,' having  numerous  bodies  of  their  natiom  under 
their  command,  came  to  Rome,  and  entered  into  the  ler- 
vice  of  Valentinian  III.  emperor  of  the  Weft  s. 

Rougas,  king  of  the  Hunns,  of  whom  we  have  already 
fpoken,  had  been  fucceeded,  in  425,  by  Jlouas  or  Roas, 
who  concluded  a  peace  with  Theodofius  II.  of  which  one 
of  the  conditions  was,  that  the  emperor  fhould  pay  him  TkeodoJIus 
a  yearly  penfion  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  ILpays  a 
of  gold.     But  Rouas  refolving,  a  few  years  after  the  con-  y^^^'ly  pfn- 
plufion  of  this  peace,  to  fubdue  the  Boifchi,  and  other  na-  ^f.^  ^° 
tions  dwelling  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  whom  Theo- 
dofius had  taken  under  his  proteftion,  difpatched  one  Elia^ 
to  the  court  of  Conftantinople,  threatening  to  wage  war  up- 
on Theodofius,  i^  he  afforded  them  the  leaft  affiftance. 
Hereupon  Plintha  and  Dionyfius,  two  generals  of  no  fmall 
renown,   were  appointed  to   treat  with   the  king  of  the 
Hunns,  and  divert  him,  if  poflible,  from  the  refolution  he 
had  tnken.     In  the  mean  time  Rouas  died,  and  was  fuc-  ^^^^^  ^*^. 
ceeded  by  his  two  nephews  Bleda  and  Attila.     News  of  ^'^j^f^^' 
the  death  of  Rouas  reaching  Conftantinople  before  the. de- 
parture of  the  ambaffadors,  they  were  ordered  to  treat  with 
the  two  princes  his  fucceflbrs,  and  impowered  to  conclude 
a  lafting  peace  j  which  they  did  accordingly,  upon  difr 
honourable  terms.     Attila  and  Bleda  being,  in  virtue  of  %hey  fuh- 
this  treaty,  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  conqueft:s,  reduced  ^^^^fnany 
feveral  northern  countries ;  infomuch  that  their  authority  ^^^J^jjj* 
was  acknowleged  by  all.  the  barbarous  nations,  from  the 
Danube  to  the  moft  diftant  coafts  of  the  Euxine  fea**.  Am9ngthe:. 
Among  the  reft  he  fubdued  the  Acatziri,  who  dwelt  on  ^^f  ^^^  . 
the  north  coaft  of  that  fea,  and  were  divided  into  feveral  ^^^'*"''* 
nations,  each  having  a  diftinft  king.    But  the  moft  ancient 
among  thofe  princes  had,  it  feems,*  fome  pre-eminence  a- 
bove  the  reft  5  for  Prifcus,  who  lived  in  thofe  times,  tells 
us,  that  the  jealdufy  which  Couridachus,  the  eldeft  of  the 
kings,  conceived  of  the  reft,  gave  Attila  an  opportunity  of 
fubduing  them  all.     Theodofius  II.  in  order  to  unite  them, 
and  induce  them  to  renounce,  the  friendfhip  of  Attila,  and 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  empire,  fent  rich  prefents 
to  each  of  them ;  but  the  perfon,  whOm  the  emperor  em- 
ployed on  this  occafion,  not  applying  in  the  firft  inftancc 
to  Couridachus,  that  prince,  thinking  himfelf  highly  in- 
jured, acquainted  Attila  with  what  had  pafled,  inviting  him 
at  the  fame  time  to  come  and  revenge  the  affront.     Attila 
availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity ;   and,  having  imme- 

%  Prifc.  Legat.  p.  64.  h  Idem,  p.  84.    Jorn.  Rer.  Goth, 
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diately  fcnt  a  powerful  army  againft  the  Acatziri,  foon  re» 
duced  the  other  princes,  but  fufFercd  Couridachus  to  enjoy 
his  dominions  undiflurbed.   Some  time  after,  Attila  invited 
him  to  his  court ;  but  Couridachus,  alleging  he  could  not 
bear  the  prefenae  of  fo  great  a  god,  prudently  declined  com* 
plying  with  his  invitation.     The    Hunn,  pleafed  with  this 
apology,  never  offered  him  the  leaft  violence  ;  but.gave  the 
countries  belonging  to  the  other  Acatzirian  princes  to  his 
jitttlaap'    eldeft  fon,  named  Ellac,  appointing  him  king  over  all  the 
foints  hit     nations  bordering  on  the  Euxine  fea.     The  young  prince, 
^/•n  FJiac      jj^  going  to  take  poflTeffion  of  his  new  kingdom,  had  the 
JuUki^na-'   naisfortune  to  break  his  right  arm  by  a  fail  from  his  horfe^ 
tionshor-  Attila  having,  with   the  affiftance  of  his  brother  Bleda, 

Jerin^  on  brought  under  fubjcdion  all  the  northern  nations,  began, 
theEuxine  ^s  his  ambition  knew  no  bounds,  and  his  arms  had  been 
^^  hitherto   attended  with    wonderful   fuccefs,    to   entertain 

MeJ6li/es$ft  thoughts  of  reducing,  not  only  the  Goths  fettled  in  Thrace, 
imzu         but  the  Romans  themfelves,  and  making  himfelf  mailer  of 
nuar'wltk    ^^  whole  empire.     With   this   view,   having  drawn  to- 
Mff/*        gethcr  a  very  numerous  and  formidable  army,  without  any 
regard  to  the  treaty  already  mentioned,  he  pafled  the  Da- 
nube, and,  entering  Thrace,  put  all  to  the  fword,  without 
diftinQion  of  fex,  age,  or  condition^ 
AnUaand        He  and  his  brother  Bleda  took  feveral  towns  and  caftleS) 
Bltda         which  the  Romans  had  built  onf  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 
^I'^iT^    to  awe  the  Barbarians,  and  reftrain  them  from  entering  the 
^mpirt*^^^  empire  ^      Among   other  towns,    they  made  themfelves 
*       mafters  of  Viminacium,  a  place  of  great  importance  on  the 
Danube  in  Upper  Mcefia.     The  Romans,  alarmed  at  this 
fudden  inundation  of  the  Hunns,  advifed  the  emperor  to 
comply  with  their  requeft,  and  deliver  up  to  them  the 
biftiop  of  Margum,  who,  they  alleged,  had  plundered  their 
treafure.   The  bifliop  no  fooner  undcrftood  his  danger,  than 
he  repaired  to  the  enemy's  camp,  and  found  means  to  put 
them  in  poflcffion  of  the  city.     Attila,  elated  with  this  fuc* 
cefs,  difpatched  a  niellengcr  to  Theodofius,  requiring  him 
to  deliver  up  forthwith  all  the  Hunns  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge in  the  Roman  territories,  to  pay  him  the  arrears  of 
his  yearly  penfion,  which  had  been  ftopt  ever  fince  be  took 
up  arms,  and  to  fend  proper  perfons  to  fettle  what  fums 
fliould  be  paid  him  for  the  future.     He  added,  that  there 
was  no  time  to  lofe,  fince  he  could  no  longer  reilrain  or 
moderate  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  thirfting  after  blood  and 
fpoil.    Theodofius,  though  not  a  little  terrified  at  thefc  rac» 
naces,  chofe  rather  to  try  the  qhanceof  war,  than  abandon 

1  Prifc.  p.  63— 69,  ^  Procop.  ^dif,  lib.  iv«  cap.  5.  p.  79. 
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tliofc  whom  he  had  taken  under  his  protection.    He  there-  Yr.  of  FL 
fore  only  promifed  to  fend  proper  perfons  to  Attila,  with      a7*9- 
full  powers  to  conclude  a  lading  peace'.     Attila,  not  fatif-  A  D.  441, 
fied   with  this  anfwer,  purfued  his  ravaged  with  greater  ~     T^ 
cruelty  than   before,   reducing  feveral  cities  and  ftrong-  thimfel*ues 
boldsy  namely,  Retiarium,  Singidunum,  NaifTus,  and  Sir-  mafters  of 
mium,  formerly  the  capital  of  Ulyricutn  ".  feyfral 

The  emperor  was  to  fuch  a  degree  terrified  at  the  pro^  "^^"  ^*^ 
grefs  the  two  brothers  made  in  Mcefia,  Thrace,  and  lllyri-  "^^J^* 
cum,  that,  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  at  Conftantinople,  he 
withdrew  into  Afia,  and  continued  there  till  the  return  of 
the  troops  he  had  fent  againft  Genferic,  king  of  the  Van- 
dals, to  whom  he  was  forced  to  grant  an  advantageous 
peace".  As  to  the  iffue  of  this  war,  we  are  left  in  the  dark. 
All  we  can  learn  is,  that  a  peace  was  concluded  between 
Attila  and  Theodofius;  but  upon  what  terms,  we  are  by 
no  author  informed. 

During  this  peace,  Attila,  unable  any  longer  to  bear  a  AnUa 
partner  in  the  kingdom,  caufed  his  brother  Bleda  to  be  f^"-^'^'' 
affaffinated ;  and,  upon  his  death,  obliged  the  whole  na-  ^'^'J^  ^^ 
tion  of  the  Hunns  to  acknowlege  him  tor  their  fovcreign.  affaginated. 
He  was  obeyed  by  feveral  other  nations :  Jornandes  places 
among  the  reft  \he  Goths,  meaning,  doubtlefs,  thofe  who 
chofe  to  remain  in  their  ancient  fettlements,  the  Gepid*,  ,, 

the  Suevians,  the  Alans,  the  Heruli,  the  Sarmatians,  the 
Semandrians,  the  Squiri,  the  Sattagares,  the  Rjugians,  and 
the  Acatzirians  ^  He  was  fole  mafter  of  all  Scythia  and 
Germany.  Prifcus  obferves,  that  no  prince  ever  fubdued  fits  great 
foch  numerous  countries  in  fo  (hort  a  time.  His  authority  t*^^* 
was  acknowleged  by  all  the  ftates  and  princes  from  the 
Rhine  to  the  moft  northern  boundaries  of  the  Perfian  em- 
pire, which  he  had  once  fome  thoughts  of  invading,  and 
might,  according  to  Prifcus,  have  eafily  reduced,  and, 
wim  that  addition  of  ftrength,  madi  himfelf  mafter  of  thfe. 
whole  Roman  empire  J*.  The  Romans  declined  giving  him 
the  title  of  king,  and  only  ftyled  him  general  of  their  armicsj 
difgaifing  the  annual  tribute  they  paid  him  with  the  fpe-^ 
ctous  name  of  falary ;  fo  great  was  their  vanity,  when  theif 
power  was  at  the  loweft  ebb  !  They  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  the  kings  of  the  Goths  and  Burgundians,  who,  as 
they  were  lefs  powerful,  thought  themfelvcs  honoured  with 
the  title  of  general ;  but  Attila  reje£led  it  with  contempt, 
faying,  that  the  emperors  had  flaves  for  their  generals  | 

'  Prifc.  p.  34.  n  Tbeopb.  p.  %%.  Marcell.  Chron.  "  Profp. 
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wherels  Wis  generals  were  upon  a  level  with  the  emperon 
themfelves.  When  he  entered  Gaul  in  451,  he  was  attend- 
ed by  a  throng  of  kings  and  princes,  who  Aood  irembling 
before  him,  without  daring  to  utter  a  word  ^  but  a}way» 
ready,  at  the  leafl  (ign,  to  execute  his  commands  with  the 
utmdft  attention  and  fubmi(&on.  They  referred  all  theif 
diflFefences  to  Attila,  looked  upon  his  dccifions  as  oracles, 
and  in  every  thing  fubmitted  to  him  as  to  the  king  of  kings. 
i\mongthefe  kings  were  two,  to  whom  AttiJapaidai  parti- 
cular regard,  Valamir  or  Balamir^  king  of  the  Oftrogoths, 
who  had  remained  among  the  Hunns,  a  man  of.  a  frank 
and  open  temper,  and  an  enemy  to  all  art  and  diffimulatloo; 
and  Arderic,  king  of  the  Gepidsc,  a  prince  of  great  penetra- 
tion, inviolably  attached  to  Attila^. 
Hh  pit"  As  to  the  perfon  of  Attila,  Jornandes  has  left  us  the  fol- 

/oMol  qua*    lowing  portrait  of  \{\m  :  he  was  black,  low  in  ftature,  bad  a 
^^''-  broad  bread,  a  large  head,  a  flat  nofe,  and  fmall  eyes.     He 

l^aj'a  paOion  for  war;  but  depended  more  upon  his  coun- 
fel  than  his  fword,  employing  not  only  force  and  menaces, 
but  frequently  craft,  and  fomctimes  low  artifices,  and 
even  falihood,  to  obtain  his  end.  He  was  conilantiy  form- 
ing flew  proje£l3,  ^nd  vaft  defigns,  afpiring  at  nothing,  lefs 
than  the  monarchy  of, the  univerfe.  He  was  fo  elated  with 
Kis  great  power  and  fuc^efs,  as  not  to  hearken  to  reafon, 
Hispride^  however  clear  and  evident  ^  The  pride  and  haughtinefs  of 
««^  his  itiind  appeared  in  all  his  a£lIons  and  motions,  in  his  gait, 

haughty      ,^ye8,  and  looks  ;  infomuch  that  np  one  could  behold  him, 
*'^'  ^       without  concluflirig  that  he  was  fent  into  the  world  |:o  dif- 
turb  its  repofe.    His  prefence,  joined  to  the  reputation  he 
had  acquired,  itruck  all  who  beheld  him  with  fuch  awe  and 
terror,  that  very  few  ventured  to  approach  him,  or  fpeak 
to  him :  however,  we  are  told,  that  an  ambaflador  fent  to 
him  by  Valentinian  III.  appeared  quite  unconcerned  before 
a  man  who  made  the^/vorld  tremble*     As  the  ambaflador 
had  juftice  on  his  fide,  he  was  not  intimidated  by  his  wild 
and  menacing  looks  y  but,  in  fpite  of  the  rage  to  which  he 
abandoned  himfelf,  anfwered  all  his  complaints  withoat  be- 
traying the  leafl:  fear,  leaving  him  at.  his  departure  calm, 
^nd  capably  of  reafop,  though  he  had  found  him  quite  out- 
7//f  A^-      tageous  and  untra£table '.     In  his  time  was  found  a  fword, 
fifed fword  ^bought  to  be  the  fword  of  Mars,  and  on  that  account  heltf 
§fMars       jj^  great  veneration  by  the  ancient  kings  of  Scythia.    It  had 
hja'time       '^^^"  ^^^  for^fome  ages,  and  was  faid  to  have  been  found  in 
the  following  manner :  a  cowherd,  obferving  one  of  his 

<)  Jorn.  capi  38,  p,  1^67.        r  Priic.  p.  64*       .  •  Caffiodor*  lib.  L 
cpift,«4.  g^5i2« 

.    CplffS 


^e  Hijlory  of  the  Humsi  147 

cpws  wounded  in  the  foot,  followed  the  bloody  traces  to  the 
place  where  (he  bad  received  the  wotind.  Tnere  he  difco« 
vered  the  edge  o^  a  fword  appearing  above  ground,  which  ! 

the  cow  had  trod  upon.  The  fii^ord  he  immediately  dug 
up,  and  carried  it  to  the  Kii>g«  Who,  knowing  it  tb  be  the 
famous  fword  of  the  gOd  of  war,  received  it  with  ihei^reC- 
(Jblc  joy,  as  an  omen  that  he  was  to  extend  his  conquefts 
tb  the  ihoft  diilaiit  limits  of  the  world.  Prifciis.  from  whom 
Jorhaiides  copied  this  accbtint,  fays,  that  nothing  gained 
Attila  fo.  much  refpefi  and  veneration,  among  the  fuperfti- 
tious  vulghr,  as  the  difcovery  of  this  fword  m  his  time  ^ 
'llie  fame  author  adds,  that  he  was  fo  blinded  with  pride 
and  ambition,  as  to  fprget  he  was  a  hian,  and  to  fuffer  di- 
vine honours  to  be  paid  to  hiin. 

He  was,  however,  poiTefled  of  fome  good  qualities ;  for^  HhgboJ 
to  thofe  who  referred  their  controverfies  to  him,  he  admi-  f«^^^/- 
niftered  juftice  according  to  the  ftriiSeft  rules. of  equity; 
He  treated  his  fubje£is  with  great  mildnefs,  fufiering  them 
Quietly  to  enjoy  their  eftates,  and  levyiiig  only  fuch  fums 
as  they  could  eafily  pay.     tn  his  dominions  no  poor  were 
feen  opprelTed  with  tributes  and  taxes  ^   He  was  ever  ready 
to  forgive  thofe  who  fubmitted  to  him,  and  was  never  known 
t!o  have  abandoned  thofe  whom  he  had  once  takeii  under 
his'prote£tion  ^«     He  was  fo  far  from  placing  his  grandeur  j^g  ^gpg^ 
h\  pomp  and  parade,  which  ferve  only  to  dazzle  thi^  eV^s  Of  p^mp 
of  the  fenfelefs  mtiltitude,  that,  on  the  contrary^  he  afieaed  tmdflumf. 
'    9n  air  of  {implicity,  and  conticmpt  for  pageantry,  and  all 
kind  of  outward  majgtiificence;    His  drefs  was  neat,  but 

J  lain*  He  could  not  be  reconciled  to  any  gold,  jprecious 
;ohes,  or  the  leaft  orhanlent  on  his  fword,  or  the  trappings 
#f  his  horfe,  though  in  great  requeft  among  the  princes  who 
attended  him,  and  thofe  of  his  court.  Prifcus,  who  ac* 
tompanied  Maximinus,  fent  by  the  emperor  Theodofius,  iii 
449,  to  the  court  of  Attila,  with  the  chara^er  of  ambat* 
fador,  tells  us,  that  they  found  him  fitting  in  his  tent  oh  a 
wooden  chair.  The  fame  writer  followed  him  feveral  days 
jonrnev  beyond  the  Danube,  till  he  reached  one  of  his  moflL 
inagnincent  palaces,  which  was  built  entiirely  of  wood,  and 
&ood  in  a  large  village,  and  in  a  cbuntry  where  no  wood  or 
ftones  were  to  be  found*  Attila,  foon  after  his  artival^  invited 
Maximinus  and  Prifcus  to  a  grand  entertainment,  at  which  . 
the  guefts  were  all  ferved  in  filver  and  ^old  \  but  before  the 
king"  was  fet  a  di(h  of  plain  meat,  of  which  he  eat  but  tery 
Sparingly,  and  on  a  trencher.   He  drank  very  little,  and  out 

^  Prifc^  p.  $4.  60.  75*  »  Salvian.  Maflil.  de  Oubtrn,  lib.  v. 
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of  a  woodcncup,  while  the  guefts  were  regaled  witTi  great 
variety  of  liquors  in  caps  of  gold,  enrichfcd  with  precious 
ftones.    During  the  banquet,  foitiething  happened,  which 
made  all  the  company  laugh  ;  but  Attila,  as  Prifcus  ob- 
ferved,  maintained  his  ufual  gravity  amidft  their  mirth^ 
without  the  leaft  fmile,  or  change  of  countenance. 
His  wiins.      He  bad,  according  to  the  cuftom  o(  his  natron,  many 
wivesi  by  whom  he  had  almoft  an  innumerable  iflue.     His 
favourite  wife  was  Crccha  or  Recba,  who  refided  in  his 
capital,  and  by  whom  he  had  his  eldcfr  fon  Eltac^  with  two 
others.     Prifcus,  who  carried  her  fome  prefents,  found  her 
fitting  on  a  bed,  while  her  female  attendants  fat  working 
Ws  ikii'      on  the  ground  *.     Among  bis  children  are  mentioned  El- 
^'**  lac,  hiseldeft  fon ;  Dengizic,  who  periihcd  in  the  war  he 

Uraged  againft  the  Romans ;  and  Hcrnac,  or  Hernas,  the 
youngeft  of  them  all  ^.  Attila  had  an  extraordinary  efteem 
and  affeftion  for  Ellac,  whom  he  diftinguifhed  above  all  his 
brothers,  made  him  in  his  life-time  king  of  the  Acafzirians, 
and  appointed  him  his  fucceffor  after  his  death;  but  he 
did  not  long  fumve  bis  father,  being  killed  in  a  battle  foon 
after  his  acceftibn  to  the  crowji.  Next  to  Ellac,  Heinas 
was  the  father*s  favourite,  the  foothfayers  having  foretold, 
that  be  was  to  outlive  all  his  brothers,  and  fupport  the  fplen- 
'  dor  and  glory  of  his  family.  The  firft  part  of  this  fuppofed 
prediflion  proved  true :  as  to  the  other,  Hernas  was  fo 
tar  from  maintaining  the  glory  of  his  family,  that,  de- 
clining to  engage  in  the  war  which  his  brother  Dengizic 
undertook  againft  the  empire,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
fome  lands  given  him  by  the  emperor  Marcian  in  Little 
Scythia. 

But  to  refume  our  hiftory  :  Attila  being,  by  the  death  of 
his  brother  Bleda,  become  folc  mafter  of  fo  many  nations, 
all  ready  to  follow  his  banners,  and  execute  his  commands, 
Hi^ijpifei  looked  upon  the  Roman  emperors  with  fuch  contempt,  that 
mmdin/ults   tie  is  faid  to  have  fent,  out  of  mere  wantoiinefs,  two  Goths, 
tkeRman  trith  the  charafter  of  ambafladors,  one  to  Theodofius,  and 
ii^trors*     ^^  oAet  to  Valentinfan,  with  this  haughty. and  iofulting 
jmeffage  :  **  Attila,  my  mafter  and  your*s,  commands  you  to 
get  j-eady  a  palace  for  his  reception  *.**    What  anfwcr  they 
returned  we  are  not  informed :  however,  we  do  not  find 
that  Attila  broke  the  peace  he  had  concluded  with  Theodo- 
fius, till  the  year  447.     It  Is  true,  he  often  threatened  hiffi 
with  hoftilities,  but  only  with  a  view  to  obtain  from  him 
money,  com>  provi£ions,  and  whatever  elfe  he  ftood  in  nee*it 

X  Prifc.  p.  63.  6S»  y  Jorns  cap.  50.  p,  6tS«  '  Chron, 
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rf,  the  Romans,  who  trembled  at  the  very  name  of  A'ttila, 
complying,  like  fo  many  flavcs,  with  all  his  demands,  that 
he  might  have  no  pretence  for  attacking  them.  The  am- 
bafiadors  be  fent  to  Conllantinople  returned  always  loaded 
with  prefents ;  for  which  reafon,  when  he  thought  any  of 
his  fubjefls  worthy  of  an  extraordinary  reward,  he  ufcd  to 
fend  them,  under  fome  Ipecious  pretence,  with  the  charac- 
ter of  ambafladors  to  Theodofius  *.  Attila  continjied  thus 
fubjefl-ing  the  majefty  of  the  empire^  and  infulting  the  weak- 
nefs  of  Theodofius,  till  the  year  447,  when,  no  longer  fit- 
tisfied  with  the  annual  penfion  paid  him  by  the  emperor, 
and  the  rich  prefents  yearly  fent  him,  he  declared  waragainft 
the  empire,  and  over-ran  feveral  provinces;  hoftilities  which  • 
obliged  Theodofius  to  conclude  a  peace  with  him  on  terms 
Sighly  opprobrious  to  the  Roman  name. 

Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  Attila  fent  one 
Edecon  to  Conftantinople,  with  the  charafler  of  ambalTa- 
dor,  attended  by  his  chief  fecretary  Oreftes(B).  As  Ede- 
coR  feemed  to  be  greatly  pleafed  with  the  fplendor  and 
magnificence  of  the  court,  and  defirous  to  continue  among 
the  Romans,  the  eunuth  Chryfaphus,  the  emperor's  chief 
chamberlain,  thinking  him  capable  of  committing,  without 
remorfe,  the  hlackeft  crimes,  propofed  to  him  the  aflafli- 
nation  of  his  prince  ;  which  he  undertook,  tempted  by  the 
promifes  of  the  eunuch.  To  this  wicked  attempt  the  em-  f^iodofius 
.  pcror  not  only  confcnted,  but,  in  order  to  its  being  the  more  ^f'^^^P^f  '» 

*  Prifc.  p*  36,  37.  '  murdind. 

.  (B)  Oreftes  was  by  birth  a  Oreftes,   leaving   the    Hunns, 

Roman >  that  is,  be  was  born  a  ierved   in   the  Roman  armiep 

fubjed  of  the  empire.     As  be  with  great  reputation,  and  was 

lived  in  Pannonia,  probably  his  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  patri* 

native  cpuntry,  when  that  pro-  cian,  and  appointed  by  the  em- 

vince  was  yielded  to  the  Hunns  peror  Ncpos   general    of    the 

ib  430,  he  lifted  himfelf  among  troops  in  Gaul ;  when,  turning 

the  troops  of  Attila,  who,  dif-  his  arms  againft  the  prince  who 

covering  him  to  be  a  man  of  had«entruued  him  with  them, 

parts,  made  him  his  fecretary.  he  drove  him  from  the  throne. 

His  father,  named  Tatula,  had  and  caufed  his  fonAugu (lulus, 

likewife  fbme  confiderable  em-  in  whom   ended   the  Weftern 

ployment  at  the  coiirt  of  Attila.  Empire^  to  be  proclaimed  em- 

Oreftes  married  the  daughter  of  peror  in  his  room.    Orefles  wat 

count  RomuluiB^  fentby  Valen-  at  length  taken  prifpner  in  Pa- 

tinian  III.  ^  an  embafly  to  At*-  via,  and  brought  to  Odoacer, 

tilaia  449*  «ad  had  by  beta  who  ordered  him  to  be  put  .t^ 

^  called  Romulus  Augudulus.  death  at  Placentia  ( i )  • 

•  (i)  £vagr.  Ift}.  vii*  cap.  i,  p^  333*    Propop.  p,  30!. 
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effcAuaify  executed}  difpatched  a  folemn  etpbafly  to  Au 
tita,  ftri^Iy  enjoining  thofe  who  attended  the  ambaiTadorSy 
cfpccially  their  interpreter  Vjgilius,  a  bold  and  cntcrprif* 
ing  m^^t  tp  be  ^flil^ing  ^o  Edef:on.  M^^iminus,  who,  ii^ 
422)  h^d  perfqafled  the  PefGans  |p  copcliide  a  pcape  with 
the  RomahSf  was  at  the  head  of  this  eipbafTy ;  but  as  he 
was  a  man.  of  an  unblemiflied  chara£ler,  the  ^niperbr  did 
not  jbink  fit  to  truft  bim  wi^b  the  fecr^t. 
Tkf  phi  if  Tb^  anibaiTadors  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  court  of  Attila, 
^Jcfiv^red.  f Jjan  Edecon,  either  apprehenfive  of  the  dangers  attepding 
fuch  a  defperate  enterprize,  or  deceiving  the  whole  time 
the  traitors  with  more  refined  treachery,  difcovered  the 
whole  to  his  prince;  who  immediately  caufed  Vigiliusto 
be  fei^ed,  %nd  fent  back  his  fecretary  Oreftes  to  Conflan- 
tinople,  with  the  pprfe  IP  which  tbe  money  had  beeii 
brought!  that  vras  to  have  be^n  paid  to  Edecon  after  the 
afiaffination,  charging  bim  tp  a(k  ThepdoGus  and  Chryfa? 
phus,  whether  they  were  acquainted  with  it ;  to  reproach 
the  emperor  ip  tjie  feyereft  terms  wi^b  fpch  a  horrid  piece; 
of  treachery ;  and  to  infift  upon  his  inftaptly  delivering  up 
to  him  Chryfaphi^Si  the  author  and  projedior  of  the  plot  ^ ; 
but  the  emperor^  unwilHpg  to .  facrince  the  eunuch  hi!| 
chief  favourj^e,  ipftead  of  complying  with  Attila's  demand* 
difpatched  the  patrician  Anatolips  and  Nomu^  to  the  king  o? 
the  Hunns,  charging  them  tp  do  all  that  lay  in  their  power 
(o  appeafe  him,  Anatolius,  at  that  tinie  comes  domef? 
ticorum,  that  iS)  captain  of  the  guards,^  had  negociated  a 
peace  with  Attila  the  year  before :  as  for  Nomus,  be  was 
one  of  Iphryfapbus's  particular  friends,  and  generous  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  no  one  doubted  that,  with  his  rich  prefents, 
-!''?/«  he  would foften  Attila.     It  happened  accordingly;  for  At-^ 

jfpares  th    ^\i^  jjqj  Q^ly  prpmjfed  tp  live  in  peace  and  amity  with  Theo* 
ton/ptra-     ijofius,  but  rdlinquiflied  his  claim  to  the  countries  on  the 
*  Roman  ficle  the  Ijanube;^  pardoned  Chryfaphus,  fet  Vigilius 

at  liberty,  liberated  many  Roman  captives  withppt  ranfpm, 
and  difmjfled  the  amb^itadofs  loaded  with  prefpnt?  f. 

In  the  f'oliQwingyear450,  Thepdofius  IL  died,  apd  was 
fucceeded  by'Marcjan ;  ^n  eyent  ybicb  Attil^  no  fqoner  un-r 
clerftood  than  he  difpatched  ambafiadors  to  the  pew  em- 
peror, demanding  the  penfion  paid  him  by  the  deceafed 
prince.  Marcian,  not  thinking  himfelf  bound  by  the  fliame- 
ful  treaty,  which  his  pr^decfsfibr  had  concluded  with  the 
Barbarians,  difmifled  tbe  ambafl[Qdors  ^ith  tbis  anfwcr, 
that  Theodofius  was  no  more;  and,  as  for  bimfelf,  he 
pad  gold  for  bis  friends,  and  fteel  for  his  enemies.  '  Attila^ 
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pr(y«Aed  at  this  anfwer,  began  to  aflemble  his  troops^ 
in  oroer  to  invade  the  empire.  Hereupon  Marcian,  who 
had  found  the  afTaira  of  the  empire  in  a  moil  deplorable 
condition^  in  order  to  gain  time,  fenta  folemn  emba%  to 
Attila,  at  the  head  of  which  was  ApoUonius,  a  general  of 
no  fmall  renown  ** :  but  the  king  of  the  Hunns,  underftand- 
ing  he  had  not  brought  with  him  the  ufual  pendon,  would 
not  give  him  an  audience.  He  neverthelefs  commanded 
himj  on  pain  of  death,  to  convey  to  him  the  prefents,  which 
the  .emperor  had^  fent  him.  To  this  m&QTage  ApoUonius 
anfwered,  that  the  king  needed  not  demand,  with  mei^ 
naces,  things  which  be  might  have  when  he  pleafed,  either 
as  prefents,  if  he  was  deteirmined  to  Jive  in  ^mity  with  ih^ 
Romans,  or  as  fpoilsy  lU  forgetful  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
lie  thought  proper  to  ufe  violence  with,  an  ambafTador. 
Attila,  choofing  rather  to  lofe  the  prefents  than  declare 
himfelf  a  friend  to  the  Romans,  or  offer  the  leaft  violence 
to  an  ambalTador)  ordered  him  to  quit  his  dominions  '. 

However,  not  thinking  it  on  the  one  hand  advifeable,  at 
that  junflure,  to  engage  in  a  war  with  Marcian,  and»  on 
the  other,  impatient  of  peace,  he  rtfolved  ro  turn  his  arms  AttHan^ 
againft  the  Weftern  Empire,  then  governed  by  Yalentinian  /^'wj  to 
lU.  a  weak  and  peaceable  prince.    Roua,  uncle  to  AttJIa^  fnaken^taf 
had  concluded  a  peace  with  Valentinian  a  little  before  his  UntinUm^ 
death,  that  is,  about  the  year  433,  as  we  have  already  re-  ///• 
lated.     Attila,  who  fucceeded  him,  had  no  fooner  taken.    , 
poiFeffion  of  the  crown,  than  he  wasi,  with  repeated  letters  Yr,  of  Fl, 
and  meflages,  preffed  by  Jufta  Grata  Honoria,  yalentinian's   jkVi^^' 
own  fitter,  to  f  ojumence  hoftilities,  and  invade  the  Weftern      ^  ^^^'* 
Empire.     Honoria  had  been  honoure^  with  the  title  of  An^  luhlnfli^ 
gufta,  to  divert  her  from  marrying,  there  being  at  th^lt  gated  h^ 
time,  no  man  in  the  whole  empire,  whofe  rank  anfwered  Hoaorii^. 
her  high  Ration  s  and  it  was  thought  proper  that  ihe  ihould 
continue  in  a  ttate  of  celibacy,  though  Honoria  bad  no  in- 
clination to  leada  fingle  life  ;  but  was  compelled  to  it,  and 
cbfely  watched  by    Valentinian's  orders,    or   rather  by 
her  mother  Placidia's  ^     The  young  priocefs  therefore,  no 
longer  able  to  bear  this  reftraint,  difpatched  privately  one 
of  her  eunuchs  to  Attila,  prefling  him  to  enter  Italy  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  and  marry  her  j  nay,  ihe  fent  him, 
cither  at  this  time  or  afterwards,  a  ring,  as  a  pledge  of  her 
fidelity  8.     She  was  then  about  fixteen  or  feventeen.     At-? 
tila,  who  had  juft  began  to  reign,  not  being  willing  to  en- 
gage in  this  enterprize,  Honoria  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  de-  Hermcowm 

*  Theodoret.  tp.  73.  p.  94.*.  •  Pr ifc.  p.  7*,  73.  '  Jorn. 
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bAuched  by  one  of  her  own  domcfticsi  named  Eug^niut*. 
PUcidia  no  fooiicr  perceived  her  with  child,  than  (he  caufcd 
her  to  be  confined  in  a  private  houfe,  and  foon  after  ftnf 
her  to  Theodofius  at  Conftantinople  ^.     Honoria  continued 
preiEng  Attila  to  make  war  upon  her  brother ;  but  he,  it 
feems,  not  giving  ear  to  her  folicitations,  prayers,  and  en- 
treaties, lived  in  peace  with  Valentinian  till  the  year  451, 
when  he  entered  Gaul  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army, 
"^declaring,  that  his  defign  was  to  make  war  upon  the  Vifi- 
goths ;  that  he  was  determined  to  live  in  friendihip  with 
the  Romans ;  and  that  he  only  wanted  to  traverfe  Gaul, 
and  pafs  the  Loire  at  Orleansy  in  order  to  fall  upon  his  ene- 
mies the  Goths  in  Guyenne  and  Languedoc  ^    Being  there- 
fore  looked  upon  as  a  friend  by  the  credulous  and  unwary 
Romans,  feveral  cities  opened  their  gates  to  him  ;  but  his 
men  behaving,  in  the  cities  that  had  received  them,  more 
like  enemies  than  friends,  the  other  towns  refufed  them 
fit  takes      admittance.    Hereupon  Attila,  dropping  the  maik,  befieged, 
Mftddefirojs  tookbyftorm,  and  plundered,  many  places  in  Gaul.  .  The 
£iti!u^        cides  that  fufFered  moft  on  this  occafion  were,  Tongres, 
Treves,  Strafbourg,  Spires,  Worms,   Mentz,  Andemach, 
and  moft  of  the  towns  in  that  neighbourhood  K     Attila, 
advancing  into  the  country,  and  dividing  his  numerous  army 
into  feveral  bodies,  took,  pillaged,  and  laid  in  afhes,  many 
other  cities,  and  among  the  reft  Arras ',  Befan9on,  Toul, 
and  Langres.    The  Barbarians  attacked  the  town  of  Laon } 
but  were  repulfed  with  great  flaughter  *.     At  Mentz  they 
arrived  the  night  preceding  the  folemnization  of  Eaften 
Having  forced  the  gates,  and  entered  the  city  fword  in 
hand,  they  made  a  dreadful  havock  of  the  inhabitants,  maf- 
facred  the  priefts  at  the  altars,  and  fet  fire  to  the  place,  which 
foon  reduced  all  the  private  and  public  buildings  to  afiies, 
fparing  only  the  chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  if  Gregory  of  Tours 
is  to  be  credited,  where  fotne  reliques  of  that  faint  were 
lodged  ». 
He  lays  Attila  appeared  at  length  before  Orleans,  which  he  im- 

Jiege  to  Or-  mediately  invefted,  the  inhabitants  refufing  to  admit  him 
leans*  \^^q  ^jjg  ^jty^  j^,  ^|^^  mean  time  Aetius,  arriving  froi? 
Italy  at  Aries,  took  care  to  encourage,  by  frequent  meflfeft- 
gers,  the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  of  Orleans  to  make  ^vi- 
gorous defence,  affuring  them,  that,  in  a  (hort  time,  he 
would  march  to  their  amftance.  He  had  brought  with  him 
but  a  fmall  number  of  troops,  not  doubting  but  the  Vifi-r 

h  Jorn.  Rer.  Goth.'p.  653.  ,*Profp.  Du  Chcfnc,  torn,  ii- 

p.  5«i.   .  ic  Bych.  p.  51s*  '  Alcuiii.  apud  BoUand- f>t 

797«  ™  Ruincrt.  Uift.  Vand.  Perfecut*  p.  408.  "  »  Greg 
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goths  would  join  the  Romans  in  oppofing  the  furious  at- 
tack)  which  threatened  both  nations  alike  ;  but  find mg  the 
Vifigothg  refoWed  to  wait  for  the  enemy  in  their  country,  he 
nfed  all  kinds  of  arguments,  to  perfuade  them  to  change 
that  refolution,  fending  to  them  for  that  purpofe   Avitus, 
who  was  raifed  to  the  imperial  dignity  a  few  years  after. 
The  epitomizer  of  Idatius,  fuppofed  to  have  lived  in  the 
time  of  Charlemagne,  tells  us,  that,  on  thi«  occafion,  the 
holy  biihop  of  Orleans,  St.  Agnan,  was  like  wife  fent  by 
iflLetius  to  fheodoric  king  of  the  VjGgoths.     Be  that  as  it  Aetlutis 
inay,  Theodoric  yielded  at  length  to  the  rcafons  alleged  by  joined  ty 
the  deputies  of  Aetius  **,  promifing  to  join  the  Romans  with  ^f^pfi' 
all  his  forces  againft  the  common  enemy.    This  'change  of  ^fXlred 
meafares  in  the  king  was  highly  acceptable  both  to  the  no*  othtrno' 
bility  afnd  his  people,  who  received  the  news  with  loud  ac-  tions. 
clamations  of  joy,  occafioned  by  the  eager  defire  they  had 
to  try  their  ftrength  with  the  Hunns  p.    In  the  mean  time 
Aetius  affembled  troops  in  Gaul,  which  were  reinforced  by 
the  powerful  fuccours  brought  him  by  Theodoric,  who 
commanded  them  in  perfon,  attended  by  his  eldeft  and 
fecond  fons,  Thorifmund  and  Theodoric.     Befides  the  Vi- 
figoths,  the  following  nations  are  mentioned  among  the 
troops  that  compofed  the  army  of  Aetius,  the  Franks,  un- 
der the  conduft  of  their  king  Merouee,  the  Satmatians, 
Burgundians,  Saxons,  Armoricans,  the  Lilians,   dwelling 
on  the  banks  of  the  Lis  in  Flanders  %  the  Reverins,  or  Ri- 

I^uarians,  inhabiting  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  towards  Co- 
ogne,  the  Ibrions,  by  Valefius  called  Br  ions  and  Breons, 
and  placed  by  him  in  Vindelicia,  now  Suabia  and  Bavaria, 
and  feveral  other  nations  of  Celtic  Gaul  and  Germany,  - 
whom  the  Romans  had  formerly  commanded  as  their  fub- 
jefts,  but  who  they  were  now  glad  to  reckon  among  their 
auxiliaries  and  allies  ^  Thus  Aetius  affembled  an  army  not 
much  inferior  in  number  to  that  of  Attila. 

While  Aetius  was  thus  bufied  in  affembling  his  troops,  A/iilataht 
Attila  purfued  the  fiege  of  Orleans  with  great  vigour,  batr  OrUansi 
tering  the  walls  night  and  day  with  an  incfedible  number  of 
warlike  engines,  till  at  length  he  became  mafter  of  the 
place.  Valefius  is  of  opinion,  that  the  holybifhop  Agnan 
ordered  the  gates  to  be  opened,  left  the  city  (hould  be  taken 
by  affault,  and  plundered  *.  And  Gregory  of  Tours  feems 
to  infinuate,  that  it  was  not  taken  By  ftorm  ;  for  he  faysj 
that  the  enemy  entered  the  place,  when  the  walls  were 
(haken  with   the  battering-rams,    and  ready '  to  fall,   no 

•  Jorn.  Rcr.  Goth.  cap.  a6.  p.  663.  p  Sid.  p.  54.T.         q  Va- 

lef.  p.  i6i«  »  Greg.  Tur.  Hirt,  Franc,  lib.  ii.  cap.  j^.  p.  177, 
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breacb  being  then  made,  according  to  that-writer.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  word  irruptio,  uled  by  Apollinaris  Sido<* 
niu$y  and  fignifying  a  violent  breaking  or  rujhing  in,  ioi' 
ports,  that  the  town  was  taken  by  Aorm  ^  Be  this  as  it 
may»  the  Hunns  had  fcarcely  entered,  when  Aetius  znt 
Theodoric,  Arriving  with  all  their  forces,  fell  unexpededly 
upon  them,  cut  great  numbers  of  them  in  pieces,  and 
obliged  them  to  retire  with  precipitation  out  of  the  town. 
Many  of  them  threw  themfelves  into  the  Loire,  and  periihed. 
Attila,  being  obliged  to  abandon  Orleans,  retired,  with  his 
army,  towards  the  Rhine ;  and  having  pafied  Troies  he 
halted  in  the  plains  of  Chalons,  choofing  that  place  as  moil 
advantageous  for  his  Hunns,  who  were  all  cavalry ;  being, 
well  apprifed,  that  Aetius,  who  clofely  purfued  him,  would 
come  up  with  him  before  he  could  I'epafs  the  Rhine. 

The  Roman  general,  being  informed  by  his  fcouts,  that 
Attila  was  waiting  for  him  in  thofe  extend  ve  plains,  refoIired> 
notwithftanding  the  enemy's  advantageous  utuation,  to  ad- 
vance, and  rifle  the  iiTue  of  a  battle.     As  he  arrived  late  dt 
night  in  the  plains  were  Attila  was  encamped,  the  Gepidx, 
who  ferved  under  Attila,  and  the  Franks,  who  followed 
Aetius,  meeting  in  the  dark,  engaged  with  fuch  fury,  that, 
on  both  fides,  above  fifteen  thoufand  men  were  lett  dead 
upon  the  fpot  \    We  are  told,   that  Attila,    defiroijs  of 
knowing  beforehand  the^  iflue  of  the  approaching  battle, 
confulted  his  arufpices,  who,  after  having  narrowly  ex- 
amined the  entrails  of  the  beads  offered  in  facrifice,  and,. 
according  to  their  cuflom,  fcraped  their  bones,  returned 
the  following   anfwer :  That  the  event  would  not  prove 
favourable  to  bim  ;  but  on  the  enemy's  fide,  their  chief 
man  would  fall   in  the  engagement      This  anfwer  greatly 
cncouragied  Attila,  who  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but  by 
the  chief  man  was  meant  Aetius,  whofe  death  he  was  glad 
to  purchafe  at  any  rate,  fince  he  confidered  that  great  com- 
^vnander  as  the  only  perfon  in  the  whole  empire  capable  of 
defeating  his  vaft  defigns.     He  therefore  refolved  to  give 
battle ;  but  not  to  engage  till  the  day  was  far  fpent,  that; 
night  coming  on,  might  prevent  the  Romans  from  purfumg 
the  viftory  ^.     He  placed  himfelf  in  the  centre,  with  the 
flower  of  his  army  around  him,  as  if  bis  chief  care  had  been 
to  prefer ve  himfelf,  and  not  to  conquer.     In  the  wmg* 
were  poftcd  the  Oftrogoths,  the  Gepidae,  and  the  other  naj 
tions,  ui>der  his  banner.     On  the  other  hand,  Aetius  pofed 
the  Romans,  whom  he  himfelf  commanded,  in  the  left- 
wing  ;  the  Vifigoths,  under  the  command  of  TbeodonCf 

t  Sid.  lib.  viir.  cp.  n.  p.  %^S*  «  Jorn.  cap*  4»'  P*  ^^'* 

^  Idem  ibid.  cap.  $7.  p.  665.  t 
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9Tid  his  fonThorifmund,  in  (he  right ;  and  the  Alans,  with 
their  king  Sangiban,  and*  probably  the  Franks,  and  other 
auxiliarieSy  with  their  refpe£live  leadersi  in  the  centre. 
Thus  were  thofe  fpacious  plains  covered  with  infinite  nurn* 
bers  of  combatants,  the  flower  of  innumerable  nations* 
ready,  fays  Jornandes,  to  deftroy  each  other,  without  any 
private  pique  or  quarrel,  but  merely  in  compliance  with  the 
ambition  of  one  man,  which,  in  them,  fupplied  the  room 
of  the  mod  mortal  hatred,  and  irreconcileable  enmity* 

Between  the  two  armies  was  an  eminence  of  an  eafy 
afcent,  which  both  parties  ftrove  to  gain  ;  but  Aetius  and 
Thorifmund,  having  poffefied  themfelves  of  it  firft,  repulfed 
\vith  difficulty  the  Hunns,  who  attempted  to  diilodge  them. 
This  advantage,  gained  by  the  Romans  in  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  engagement,  excited  their  courage,  and  greatly 
damped  the  ardour  of  the  enemy.     The  battle  began  about  Yr.  of  Fl« 
four  in  the  afternoon,  and  is,  by  all  writers,  reckoned  one      a799« 
pf  the  moft  bloody  and  obftinate  combats  mentioned  in  hif-  ^'  I>-45»- 
lory.     A  fmall  brook,  that  croffed  the  plain^  fwelled,  fays  --,  ,     .^ 
Jornandes,  to  a  torrent,  by  the  great  quantity  of  blood  that  qfchahns. 
yrz^  (lied.     Aetius  prefled  the  Hunns  on  his  fide;    and 
Thorifmund  jiiceffantly  haraffcd  them  from  the  eminence 
te  had  fei^edf    The  Goths,  leaving  the   Alans  behind^ 
fharged  the  enemy;     Theodoric,  notwithftanding  his  great  Thiodone. 
9ge,  flew  from  rank  to  rank,  encouraging  his  ipen  ;  but  fall-  king  oftkg 
ing  from  his  borfe,  was  trampled  to  death.    The  Goths,  ^i/%«^^f 
though  no  longer  animated  by  the  prefence  of  their  kingi  ^^^ 
prefled  the  Hunns  fo  vigoroufly,  that  Attila,  no  longer  able 
to  withftand  them,  at  length  retired,  with  thofe  who  fur- 
rounded  him,  to  his  camp,  which  he  barricaded  with  all 
the  carts  and  Waggons  of  his  army.    It  being  night  before 
the  battle   ended,   Thorifmund,  coming  down  from  his 
eminence   to  rejoin  his  people,  found  himfelf  entangled 
among  the  Carts  and  waggons  of  the  enemy,  who  fell  upon 
l^im  with  great  fury.     On  this  occafion  he  received  a  wound 
QQ  the  head,  and  was  thrown  from  his  horfe ;  but  other 
Goths  flying  to  bis  afliftance,  he  was  refcued  from  the 
impending  danger,  and  brought  back  to  his  camp.     As  for 
Aetius,  he  continued  the  engagement,  till  night  coming  on, 
the  enemy  withdrew  to^  their  camp,  when  he  like  wife  re- 
tired, not  daring  to  purfue  them,  being  ignorant  whether 
the  Goths  were   conquerors,   or   conquered.      The  next 
morning  difcovered  a  dreadful  fight,  the  plains  being  al- 
moft  coyefed  with  the  bodies  of  the  flain.     But  Attila,  who  fie  dedints 
Ithey  expecSted  would  renew  the  engagement  at  break  of  day,  aftcond 
|tcpt  clpfe  in  hjs  camp,  and  was  refolved,  as  the  Romans  '«^*?'- 
^crc  afterwards  inforpied,  to  burn  himfelf  alive,  if  they  ^"^* 

liad 
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had  forced  it,  rather  than  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  taken  pri« 
ibner.  He  caufed  a  great  noife  to  be  made  in  his  camp, 
and  the  trumpets  every  where  to  found,  as  if  he  were  upon 
the  point  of  fallying  out,  and  falling  upon  the  Romans  \ 
but»  however,  remained  in  his  intrepchments :  hence  the 
Romans  concluded,  that  he  was  conquered,  and  that  his 
lofs  was  great.  However,  not  thinking  it  advifeable  to  at* 
tack  him  in  his  camp,  as  he  had  but  a  fm^U  quantity  of 
provifions,  they  lefolved  to  keep  hin^  clofcly  blocked  up  *. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Goths,  miffing  their  king,  fought 
him  on  all  fides,  and  at  laft  found  him  among  the  dead. 
His  body  was  carried,  in  the  fight  of  the  Hunns,  with  the 
greatefl  folemnity,  and  all  poffible  marks  of  honour,  from 
the  field  of  battle  to  the  camp,  where  the  laft  obfequies  were 
paid  him,  in  the  midft  of  which  his  fon  Thorifmund  was 
proclaimed  king.     Such  is  the  account  the  ancients  give  us 
of  this  famous  a£^ion,  in  which  three  hundred  thoufand 
Thinmm-     men  were  flain,  according  to  Idatius,  on  both  fides,  and 
*rr*/ /*#    j^Q  hundred  and  fifty-two  thoufand,  according  to  the  Am- 
^^*  fterdam  edition  of  Jornandesin  1655,  including  thofe  who 

fell  the  night  before  the  battle  in  the  (kirmifli  between  the 
Franks  and  the  Gepidse.  Both  armies  fuffered  extremely; 
and  the  Romans,  claimed  the  viftory  for  no  other  reafon 
than  becaufe  Attila  remained  in  his  camp  the  next  day,  and 
withdrew  afterwards  to  his  own  country,  without  daring  to 
venture  a  fccond  engagement  r. 

Thorifmund,  greatly  afFefted  by  the  death  of  his  father, 
refolved  to  revenge  it  on  the  Hunns,  and,  at  the  head  of  his 
Aetius  per-  Goths,  attacked  them  in  their  camp;  bur  having  firft  con- 
^^lf''r        fulled  Aetius,  whofe  known  wifdom,  and  long  experience, 
muaJ'to       8^^^  great,  weight  to  his  counfcls,  that  general  advifed  him 
return         to  return  home  without  delay,  and  take  pofTeflion  of  his  h" 
h^me  with    thcr's  dominions,  left  his  brothers,  feizing  on  the  deceafcd 
kiiGethji   king's  treafures,  fliould  raife  difturbances  in  his  abfence, 
and  give  fife  to  a  civil  war.   This  advice  Aetius  gave  with  a 
political  view,  fearing,  that,  if  the  Hunns  were  utterly  ex- 
tirpated, the  Goths,  no  longer  awed  by  fo  formidable  a 
power,  might  prove  as  troublefomc  an  enemy  to  the  em- 
pire as  thofe  Barbarians.     However,  Thorifmund,  not  fuf- 
,  pefting  in  the  leaft  the  zeal  and  fincerity  of  Aetius,  readily 
embraced  his  advice,  and   returned  to  his  own  country  *. 
aftJlfh'      Thorifmund  had  no  fooner  retired  than  Aetius,  by  the 
lAji/e  Me-    fame  artifice,  perfuaded  Merouee,   king  of  the   Franks, 
rouSenvith  y,\^^{^  brother  afpired  to  the  crown,  to  withdraw  hi& troops, 

«  Join. cap.  4^-  p'  670.  672.  y  Profp.  Chron.  Bucb.  BcJg. 

p.  51  $.  «  Jem.  Rer.  Goth.  cap.  41.  p.  671.  Du  Chefne,  torn,  u 
p.  177. 
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and  return  "home.    Thus  he  obtained  the  fpoils  that  were 
left  In  the  field  of  battle. 

When  Attila  was  firft  told,  that  the  Vifigoths  were  re- 
tired, he  imagined  it  was  only. a  feint,  in  order  to  furprife 
him,  and  therefore  kept  for  fome  time  clofe  in  his  camp  5 
but  being  aftewards  convinced  of  the  truth,  he  refumed  his 
courage,  fays  Jornandes,  and  began  to  hope  for  vi£tory. 
However,  he  made  no  attempt,  but  retired  quietly  to  the  Att'tUquUt 
Rhine^  with  a  fmall  number  of  troops,  according  to  Grc-  GauL 
gory  of  Tours ;  and  his  army  muft   certainly  have  been 
greatly  weakened,  fince  he  did  not  offer  to  attak  Aetius, 
even  after  the  departure  of  the  Goths  and  Franks.     Such 
was  the  iffue  of  Attila's  expedition  into  Gaul,  fo   much 
dwelt  upon  by  the  writers  of  thofe  times.     The  ravages  he 
committed  were,  doubtlefs,  very  great ;  but  pofterity  has 
not  a  little   exaggerated  them,   charging  Attila   and   his' 
Hunns  with  all  the  devaftations  that  were  afterwards  com- 
mitted by  the  Franks,  the   Alcmans,  and  other  barbarous 
nations*.     It  was  a  long  time  before  the  towns  he  had 
ruined  were  rebuilt  or  inhabited ;  and  fo  great  was  the  con-    . 
ftemation  of  the  people,  that  Lupus,  the  famous  biihop  o^  ^ 

Troies,  returning  to  his  fee,  after  he  had  attended  Attila  to 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  found  the  city  quite  abandoned, 
though  Attila,  out  of  regard  to  him,  had  fpared  it ;  which 
obliged  him  to  retire  to  a  mountain  named  Latifco,  about 
fifteen  leagues  from  Troies  ;  where  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  his  fubjedls,  who  had  taken  refuge  there,  to  return 
to  their  ancient  habitations :  but,  not  being  able  to  remove 
their  fears,  after  he  had  continued  two  years  among  them, 
he  left  them,  and  retired  to  Mafcon  ^  Aetius  purfued  At- 
tila as  far  as  the  Rhine  ;  but  never  offered  to  attack  him, 
thinking  it,  as  mofl  authors  conjedlure,  impolitic  to  weaken 
him  too  much,  lefl  he  ihould  no  longer  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  awe  the  Franks  Ind  iGoths,  and  divert  them  from 
raifing  diflurbances  in  the  empire. 

Attila,  rather  enraged  than  diflieartened  at  the  difappoint-  y,..  of  pi, 
ment  he  had  met  with,  and  the  lofs  he  had  fuflained  in      2800. 
Gaul,  refolved  to  make  an  irruption  into  Italy,  where  he  A.  D.  45*, 
hoped  to  find  more  booty,  and  lefs  oppofition,  there  being  ^ 

no  Goths,  Franks,  Alans,  or  Burgundians  there  to  oppofe  ^^T*  '*' 
hitn.    In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  having  reinforced  itah^ 
his  army  with  powerful  fupplies  fent  him  from  Scychia,  he 
left  Pannonia,  and  finding  the  pafTes  of  the  Alps  un- 
guarded, he  entered  Italy  in  the  beginning  of  the  following 

*  Vide  Nic.  Separ.  Res  Mogunt.  lib.  i.  cap.  7*  p.  %j.         ^  Surius^ 
P'347« 

year, 
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year,  452  ^«  The  fuccefs  that  accompanied  his  <arms  tBerdi 
has  been  mentioned  in  a  former  volume-  When  the  peace 
^as  concluded  between  him  and  Valentiney  he  left  Italf, 
and  repaired  the  Danube. 

Attila  being  incapable  of  living  himfelf,  or  fuffering  others 
to  live,  in  peace,  had  no  fooner  returned  to  his  own  coun- 
try than  he  began  to  threaten  the  Eaftern  empire  with  an 
invafion,  if  Marcian  did  not  fend  him,  without  delay,  the 
tribute  which  his  predeceflbr  Theodofius  the  Younger  had 
agreed  to  pay  him  annually  ^  :  but  this  was  only  a  fintSt^ 
cording  to  Jornandes,  in  order  to  conceal  his  real  delign, 
which  was  to  return  into  Gaul,  and  there  attack  the  Vi/i- 
roths.  With  this  view,  having  left  Fannonia^  and  crofled 
Rhaetia,  he  followed  the  courfe  of  the  Rhone,  entered  the 
'  c'"T'  ^o^'^^^y  ^^^  known  by  the  name  of  Dauphiny,  and  there 
*"  by  furprize  attacked  the  Alans,  who  had  been,  permitted  by 

Aetius  to  fettle  in  the  Valentinois.    Thorifmund,  king  of 
the  Vifigoths,.  whofe  dominions  were  parted  from  thofe  of 
the  Alans  only  by  the  Rhone,  being  well  apprifed,  that 
mshtn  ki     Attila,  in  reducing  the  Alans,  had  no  other  view  than  to 
k  ^'h'^i'^i  ^P^^  himfelf  a  way  into  his  territories,  joined  bis  neigh* 
Aptht.        bours  with  all  his  forces,  and  meeting  Attila,  entirely  de- 
feated him,  and  obliged  him  to  return  with  fliame  arid  dif- 
gracc  (C).     We  find  no  farther  mention  of  Attila  in  the 
writings  of  the  ancient  hiftorians  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  happened,  according  to  Idatius,  immediately  after 
his  return  from  Italy  *.     That  prince,  not  fatisfied  with  the 
many  wives  he  had  already,  married  a  young  woman  of  ex- 
traordinary beauty,  named  Ildico.    On  the  day  of  the  nup- 
.    tials,  which  were  celebrated  with  the  utmoft  magnificence, 
the  king,  tranfported  with  joy,  drank  to  excefs,  contrarv 
to  his  cuftom  5  and,  being  overcome  with  fleep,  retired  with 
his  bride;  and  fleeping  with  his  face  upwards,  inthatpofturc 
he  was  feized  with  a  haemorrhapa,  or  flux  of  blood,  to 
His  dtath.    which  he  was  fubjefl:,  and  died  of  a  fufFocation  ^   The  fol* 
Ibwing  day  his  officers,  not  feeing  him  appear,  began  to  ap^ 
prebend  that  fome  misfortune  had  happened  to  him»  Pav- 
ing in  vain  long  waited  for  him,  they  called  to  hicrt  m  i 
vociferous  manner ;  and  not  hearing  him  ftir,  or  anfwcr, 


c  Jorn.  Rcr.  Goth.  -cap.  4.2.  p.  67*.  *  Prifc,  p.  40.  Jorn.  Ca^'  4l 
p.  674.  «  Idat  p.  »9(.  f  Jorn.  cap.  49^  p.  683^  684/ 

(C)  Jornandes  and  Sigibert  Hunns  into  Gaul  i  and  Vf^ 
arc  the  oiily  writers  who  men-  fius^  with  fome  teafoB,queft"^°* 
tion  this  fecond  irruption  of  the    the  truth  of  what  they  write  (ij« 

(i)  Val.  Rcr.  Franc.  lib.  iv.  ]>#  i;!. 
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Aej  at  length  forced  open  the  doors  of  his  apartment,  when! 
th^y  found  him  dead,  without  any  marks  of  violence,  and 
his  bride  fitting  by  him  bathed  in  tears,  and  covering  her 
face  with  her  veil.  At  this  fpe£tacle  they  cut  off  part  of 
their  hair,  according  to  the  cuitom  of  their  nation,  and  tore 
their  faces,  to  bewail  the  lofs  of  fo  great  a  warrior,  not  with 
tears,  like  women,  but,  like  men,  with  blood. 

His  body  was  conveyed,  with  great  folemnity,  from  the  Hhfunt* 
place  where  he  died,  to  the  fields,  and  there  laid  under  a  ral* 
filken  tent;  which  fome  horfemen  often  rode  round,  and 
fung,  in  a  doleful  drain,  the  noble  atchievements  of  their 
king.  This  mournful  ceremony  w^s  fucceeded  by  a  fump- 
tuous  banquet  on  the  .princess  tomb,  which  continued  till 
the  night  was  far  fpent,  when  his  body  was  privately  in- 
terred, being  inclofed  in  three  coffins^  the  firil  of  gold,  the 
fecond  of  filver,  and  the  third  of  iron.  The  latter  was  to 
fignify,  that  he  had  fubdued  many  nations  with  his  fword  ; 
and  the  two  former,  that  he  had  compelled  the  Roman  empe* 
rors  to  (hare  their  treafures  with  him.  In  the  fame  grave 
were  buried  the  arms,  and  rich  fpoils  which  he  had  taked 
in  war  from  other  princes,  and  celebrated  commanders. 
Thefc  obfequies  concluded  with*  putting  to  death  all  thofe 
^ho  had  been  employed  about  his  interment,  left  their  ava- 
rice fhould,  fome  time  or  other,  prompt  them  to  plunder 
his  grave  s. 

Attila  had,  by  his  laft  will,  appointed  Ellac,  his  eldeft  Yr.  of  FI. 
fon,  to  fucceed  him,  and  to  rule  over  his  other  children,    s.*^^* 
and  likewife  over  the  many  nations  he  had  conquered.     EU  '^^^'^ 

lac  was,  it  feems,  a  refolute  and  intrepid  man,  experienced  ^^  ,j  r^^^ 
in  war,  and  confequently  capable  of  retaining,  and  even  eteitidby 
extending,  the  conquefts  of  his  father ;  but  as  be  had  an  BUac. 
incredible  number  of  brothers,  and  they  all  jointly  iiififted 
upon  an  equal  divifion  of  their  father's  dominions,  a  bloody  CVtw/  wan 
war  was.kindled,  Vtrhich  involved  in  the  utmoft  confufion  t^'^^Ji- 
not  only  the  ndrthern  provinces,  but  both  Pannonias,^  and  ^fothirs. 
the  other  countries  on  the* Danube,  where  the  Romans  had 
allowed  them  to  fettle.     While  they  all  ftrovc  to  be  fove- 
rcigns,  they  all  joft  the  fovereignty  for  which  they  con- 
tended, by  the  f9rtitude  of  Ardaric,  king  of  the  Gepidae» 
who  hearing  that  they  prppofed  to  divide  among  them  by 
lot  the  nations  which  their  father  had  conquered,  and  not 
able  to  endure  the  idea,  that  powerful  kings,  and  warlike 
people  ihould  be  thu«  treated  like  the  ineaneft  flaves,  openly 
4cciarcd^  that  >e  would  not  obey  the  fons  of  Attila,  but 
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refcue  htrnfelf  and  his  people  from  the  yoke  they  fo  fliatne^ 
fully  groaned  under. 
BUm  itnd       His  example  was  followed  by  feveral  other  nations  that 
kit  army     haftened  to  join  him.     Ellac,  leaving  for  the  prefent  bis 
^^^GM4t  ^^^^^^^^y  marched  againfl  him  at  the  head  of  all  his  forces. 
*  A  battle  enfuedon  the  banks  of  the  Nctad  in  Pannonia,  in 
which  the  Hunns  were  utterly  routed,  and  thirty  tboufand 
of  them  killed  on  the  fpot,  with  their  king  Ellac,  who  is 
faid  on  that  occafion  to  have  performed  wonders,  and  to 
have  behaved  like  a  true  fon  of  the  great  Attila  ^.    The 
Hunns  were  fo  diflieartened  by  this  defeat,  and  the  general 
revolt  of  the  nations  they  had  conquered,  that,  being  prcffed 
by  the  Gepidse,  they  retired  to  the  country  which  they  had 
taken  from  the  Goths  in  376,  towards  the  Euxine  fea,  and 
the  mouths  of  the  Danube ;  and  the  Gepidae  remalDed 
matters  of  all  ancient  Dacia,  lying  north  of  that  river^ 
which  the  Hunns  had  pofleffed  ever  fince  their  firft  irrfip* 
tion  into  Europe.     The  Gepidae  folicited-  the  fficndfliip  of 
the  Romans,  and  requeued  a  fmall  annual  penfion  tofup 
))ort  them  ;  which  was  readily  granted,  and  continued  to 
be  paid  even  in  the  time  of  the  cmpCror  Juftiniafi.    Seve- 
ral other  nations,  thus  delivered  from  the  yoke  of  th& 
Hunns,  begged  and  obtained  leave  of  Marcian,  Or  his  fuc* 
ceilor  Leo,  to  fettle  in  the  Roman  territories.    Among  theft 
mention  is  made  of  the  Squiri,  Satacairae,  and  Alans,  wboj 
under  the  conduft  of  Candax,  their  King,  or  leader,  fettled 
in  Leffer  Scythia  and  Lower  Akefia.    To  the  Rugians,  Sar^ 
matians,  and  Cemandrians,  lands  were  granted  in  Illfri- 
cum,  near  a  place  called  the  Cattle  of  Mars.   To  the  Oftfo* 
goths  Marcian  granted  all  Pannonia,  from  Sirmium,  no«r 
Sirmiih  tit  Sclavonia,  to  Vindobona,  at  prefent  Vienna  in 
Auftria.    Even  Ernac,  Aitila's  youngeft  fon,  and  with  him 
feveral  Hunns,  fubmitted  to  the  Romans,  who  granted  them 
lands  on  the  moft  diftant  borders  of  Leflcr  Scythia,  in  Da- 
cia, and  amongft  the  Sarmatians  in  Iltyricum  ^V  The  other 
fons  of  Attila,  uniting  their  forces,  attempted  to  drive  the 
Goths  out  of  Pannonia,  and  recover  that  province ;  bu' 
Valemir,  king  of  the  Goths,  meeting  the  enemy  with  only 
a  handful  of  men,  put  them   to  flight,  and  purfued  with 
They  art     fuch  ardour,  that  a  great  carnage  enfged,  and  few  of  them 
uttirJy        efcaped.    About  eight  years  after,  while  the  Goths  were 
routtd  h     engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Satagafe,  Dinzio,  one  of  Attila* 
thi  GotAji   f^^^^  jj^^j^g  aflcmbled  a  body  of  forces,  entered  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Goths,  and  laid  fiege  lo  Bafiana,  thought  to 
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be  the  prefent  Cf ty  qf  Pofega,  the  metropolis  of  a  countiy 
bearing  the  fame  name,  and  Jying  between  the  Save  ana 
the  Draw  ^.  This  irruption  the  Goths  no  fooner  learned, 
than  leaving  the  Satagse,  they  marched  againft  the  Hunn^, 
and  drave  them  out  with  fuch  'flaughter,  that  they  never 
after  attempted  to  moleft  their  borders. 

The  Hanns»  thus  weakened  by  inteftine  wars,  and  the 
jgreat  lofFes  they  had  fadained  in  the  two  irruptions  juit 
•  mentioned,  continued  quiet  till  the  year  466,  when,  paffing 
the  Danube  in  the  depth  of  winter  on  the  ice,  they  made 
an  incurfion  into  Dacia,  under  the  command  of  one  Hox- 
znidac,  and  committed  dreadful  ravages  in  that  province  :  andfy  tkt  . 
but  Anthemius,  who  was  afterwards  emperor,  marching  Romanj. 
.againft  tbem  with  another  general,  gained  feveral  advan- 
tages over  them,  and  at  laft  aefeated  them  in  a  pitched 
battle,  during  which  the  other  general  went  over  to  the  ene- 
my J  but  his  men  not  following  him,  Anthemius,  without 
betraying  the  ieaft  fear  or  fusjxrize,  continued  the  engage- 
ment, and  eventually  gained  a  complete  vi£lory.  However, 
he  fuffered  the  Hunns  to  retire  unmolefted,  upon  their  put- 
ting to  death  the  general  who  had  joined  them '.  The  Hunns 
were  no  fooner  returned  to  their  own  country,  than  the 
children  of  Attila  fent  deputies  to  Leo,  then  emperor  of 
the  Eaft,  to.propofe  a  peace,  and  beg  he  would  appoint  a 
market  to.be  held  on  the  Danube,  to  which  the  Hunns  might 
freely  rcfort,  arid  trade  with  the  Romans.  To  this  propp- 
fal  Leo  would  by  no  means  confent;  which  refufal  Dei>- 
gizics  one  of  the  fons  of  Attila,  refentcd  to  fuch  a  degree* 
that  he  was  difpofed  to  continue  the  war :  but  his  brother 
Hernac,  who  had  been  allowed  by  the  emperor  Marcian  to 
fettle  in  Leffer  Scythia,  and  wa«  then.engaged  in  other  wars, 
declared  he  would  by  no  means  be  concerned  in-  this  enter- 
prize  ^.  - 

Dengizic,  however,  perfifting  in  his  firft  refolution,  drew  Yr.  of  Fl. 
together  a  confidcrable  army,  arid  encamped  on  the  banks      *8i4- 
of  the  Danube.     Arnagaftus,  who  at  that  time  guarded  the  ^'  I>«46^» 
banks  of  that  river  on  theiide  of  Thrace,  fent  immediately  ^,       "^ 
an  officer  to  the  Hunns,  to  enquire  upon  what  provocation  j^^aa.  ' 
they  had  taken  up  arms.    Dengizic  anfwered,  that  he  had 
entered  the  field  with  a  defign  to  make  war  upon  Leo,  un- 
lefs  he  granted  him  and  bis  men  lands  and  money.    To 
thb  demand  Arnagafius*  replied,  by  the  emperor^s  orders, 
that  Leo  would  readily  grant  both  to  fuch  as  were  willing 
to  pay  him  fubmiflion,  and  ferve  him  in  his  wars :  but 

• 
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Dengizic,  not  fatisfied  with  this  anfiRrer,  began  hoftilitles, 

and  continued  the  war,  of  which  we  learn  no  particulars, 

Dingiwc^    till  he  was  killed  by  Arnagaftus,  ftyled,  on  that  occaGon, 

9neef  At'    general  of  Thrace.     His  head  was  fent  to  Conftantinople, 

luitd.^^'*   and  carried  through  the  chief  ftreets  of  the  city  on  the 

point  of  a  fpear. 
Tr.  of  Fl.      The  Hunns,  difpirited  by  the  loffes  they  had  fuftained  in 
«847.      this  war,  and  the  death  of  their  leaders,  continued  quiet  for 
A.  D.  516.  jj^j^j.  g^jy  years,  without  molefting either  the  Romans  ot  their 
Baarex        neighbours;  for  we  find  no  mention  made  of  them  from 
««««  of      this  time  to  the  year  526,  the  firft  of  the  emperor  Jufti- 
tA£  Hunns,  nian*s  reign,  when  two  of  their  kings,  Sty  rax  and  Glones, 
fyhtjjor     inftigated  byCabades,  king  of  PerGa,  then  at  war  with  the 
thtRomans,  Romans,  penetrated  the  empire  at  the  head  of  two  power- 
ful armies  ;  but  Boarex,  the  widow  of  Balach,  king  of  the 
Sabirite  Hunns,  a  woman  of  a  warlike  genius  and   manly 
temper,  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  the  Romans  againft  the  Per- 
fians,  led  to  the  affiilance  of  the  emperor  an  army  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  ;  and  meeting  the  two  kings,  gave 
them  battle,  put  moft  of  their  men  to  the  fword,  took  Sty- 
rax  himfelf  prifoner,  and  fent  him  in  chains  to  Conftan- 
tinople  ■. 

The  fame  year  Gordas,  king  of  the  Hunns,  who  were . 
fettled  near  the  Bofporus  Cimmerius,  came  in  perfon  to 
Conftantinople,  to  court  the  frieiidfhip  of  Juftinian,  and 
Gordat       concluded  an  alHance  with  that  prince.     During  his  ftay  at 
f^ffraces     Conftantinople,  he  defired  to  be  inftrucled  in  the  myftcrics 
iiatirtlC    ^^  '^^  Chriftian  religion  ;  and,  with  great  folemnity,  r^- 
giott,  and    ceived  the  facrament  of  baptifm  in  the  prefence  of  the  em- 
isput  io      peror,  who  was  his  fponfor.     Upon  his  departure  Juftinian 
dfafk  by      loaded  him  with  rich  prefcnts,  committing  to  him  the  dc- 
kisfub''       ficnce  of  the  borders  of  the  empire  on  that  ndc,  particularly 
jem.  ^£  ^1^^  ^j^y  ^f  BQfpQ|:us.    Gordas,  returning  home,  ordered 

the  idols  to  be  broken,  and  their  temples  demolifhed,  through- 
out his  dominions ;  fteps  which  enraged  the  fuperftitioas 
populace  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  revolting  againft  their 
prince,  they  feized  him,  put  him  to  death,  and  raifed  his  bro- 
ther, named  Mugaris,  to  the  throne.  Mugaris  was  no  fooncr 
proclaimed  king  than  he  marched,  with  all  his  forces, 
againft  the  city  of  Bofporus,  and  having  furprifed  it,  pot 
all  the  Romans  he  found  there  to  the  fword.  The  empe- 
ror, being  acquainted  with  what  had  happened,  and  greatly 
grieved  for  the  death  of  his  friend  and  ally,  difpatched  one 
John,  who  had  been  conful,  at  the  head  of  a  numerons 
army  of  Scythians,  to  recover  the  place,  and  take  vcn- 
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£;eaiiee  of  the  rebels ;  but  at  his  approach  they  abandoned 
the  city,  and  fled  with  precipitation  **• 

In  the  thirteenth  of  the  emperor  Juftinian*8  reign,  the  Yr.  of  FL* 
Hunns,  pafling  the  Danube  in  great  multitudes,  laid  wafte     ^SS/. 
Thrace,  Greece,  Illyricum,  and  all  the  provinces  from  the  ^  ^'  539» 
Ionian  fea  to  the  very  fuburbs  of  Conftantinople  ;  and  hav-  -,    „ 
ing  crofled  the  Hellefpont,  they  extended  their  ravages  to  i,reak  into 
Afia,  where  they  committed  unheard-of  cruelties,  and  re-  thampiri,^ 
turned  home  loaded  with  an  immenfe  booty.     In  this  ir- 
ruption they  took  thirty-two  caftlesin  Illyricum,  dellroyed 
Caflandria,  and  carried  with  them  a  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  captives  ^*     Being  thus  become  again  formidable  Some  lands 
to   the  empire,  Juftinian,  in  order  to   keep  them  quiet,  alltywtd 
allowed  them  fome  lands  in  Thrace,  and  agreed  to  pay  them  Itf^^^ 
an  annual  penfionj  upon  their  promifing  to  fcrvc,  when     ^^** 
Wanted,  in  the  Roman  armies.     Thefe  were  the  Cuturgu- 
riatt  Hunns.     As  for  the  Uturgurians,  who  had  joined 
them  in  this  irruption,  they  retired,  with  their  booty,  to 
then*  own  country  bordering  on  the  Euxine  fea  ;  but  find- 
ing that  too  narrowi^pr  them,  they  drove  out  the  Goths,  by 
Procopius  called  Detraxitae,  who  had  fettled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Palus  Maeotis,  and  poflefled  themfelves  of 
their  country*     As  they  were  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
empire  they  turned  their  arms  againft  their  neighbours  the 
Sarmatians,  endeavouring  to  enlarge  their  bounds  on  that 
fide,  without  giving  any  rarther  moleftation  to  the  Romans* 
But  the  Cuturgurians,  notwithftanding  the  penfion  paid 
them  annually  by  the  emperor,  made  feveral  inroads  into 
tiie  neighbouring  provinces.    The  emperor  wrote  to  the  JufiiniaM 
Uturgurians,  cpmplaining  to  them  of  their  countrymen,  i»ftiK^** 
ftnd  offering  to  pay  them  the  penfion  which  he  allowed  the  '^'^^'"'''"^ 
Cnturgurians,  provided  they  put  a  ft  op  to  the  ravages  of  the  gainftthT 
latter,  and  engaged  to  make  war  upon  them  whenever  they  Cuturgw 
broke  into  the  empire.   The  Uturgurians,  encouraged  with  ^'a" 
this  offer,  pafling  the  Tanais,  beyond  which  many  of  them  ^'^"^^ 
dweltj  haftened,  by  long  marches,  into  the  Roman^terrir 
torieSf   and  falling  itnexpeAedly  upon   the  Cuturgurians, 
while  buGed  in  plundering  the  provinces  lying  on  the  Da- 
nube, defeated  them  with  great  flaughter,  obliged  them  to 
quit  their  booty,  and  drove  them  entirely  out  of  the  empire  ^. 

Neverthelefs,  in  a  few  years  after  this  event,  the  Cutur-  Yr.  of  FI. 

Strian  Hunns,  taking  advantage  of  the  frofl:,  pafled  the      2906. 
anube,  and,  after  having  laid  wafte  great  part  of  Myfia  A.  D.  55^,^ 
and  Thrace,  divided  their  numerous  forces  into  two  bodies^  " 

•  Theoph.  p.  469.  Mifcell.  ibid.  p.  407.  •        P  Procop.  Bell.  Perf. 
cap.  4.  q  Procop.  Bel).  Goth,  lib.  iv.  cap  4.  Jpan.  Antioch, 
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^ki  Cuinr-  cncof  them  uking  their  route  towarcb  Greece,  and  theotbcr  I 
marching  for  the  Thracian  Cherfonefud.  The  laUer^undei  I 
the  conciu(Ei  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  named  Zamerga^  having  { 
pafied  the  lo»g  wall,  camcy  without  meeting  with  the  leaft  ] 
oppoiition^  within  a  hundred  and  fift^  furlongs  of  Coiiftan- 
tinople,  and  laid  walle  the  whole  adjacent  country ;  but 
Belifarius,  though  weakened  with  old  sige  to  fuch  a  degree 
that  he  was  fcarce  able  to  hold  a  {hield>  marching  outwitb 
a  handful  of  men,  fell  upon  them  unawares,  put  them  xo 
flight,  and  delirered  both  the  emperor  and  city  frpm  the 
dangers  that  threatened  them  i  but  that  brave  commanded 
being  difgraced  upon  his  return  to  Conft^intinople,  the  &n 
bariansi  who  were  haftening  back  to  their  own  country) 
no  fooner  heard  that  he  was  no  more  to  be  employed  againft 
them,  than  they  returned  before  the  royal  cfty»  committing 
dreadful  ravages  in  all  the  countries  through  which  tbey 
pafied.  In  this  emergency  Germanus,  a  youth  of  great 
cxpe£latJon,  putting  bimfelf  at  the  head  of  the  imperial 
troops,  fell  upon  them  by  furprize,  put  great  numbers  to 
the  fword,  and  obliged  the  rcll  to  fave  themfelvcs  by  a  pre- 
cipitate flight.  The  viftory  would  have  proved  complete^ 
had  not  young  Germanus,  by  expofing  bis  perfon  more 
than  a  prudent  general  would  have  done^  received  a  dan* 

S;erou$  wound,  which  prevented  him  from  purfaing  the 
ugitives.     Soon  after  that  party,  which  had  taken  thcif  ^ 
tottte  towards  Greece,  finding  the  freights  of  Thermopylt 
tnarded  by  the  natives^  returned  to  Thrace,  and  therr 
joined  Zamerga^  who  being  thus  reinforced,  threatened  » 
renew  his  ravages,  and  put  to  death  all  the  prifoners  bchw 
taken,  unlefi^  a  fufBcient  funi  was  fent  fcM*  their  ranfom*  ^ 
Juftinian,  not  caring  to  provoke  the  Barbasians,  and  at  the  j 
lame  time  pitying  the  condition  iA  the  unhappy  capti^^ 
fent  a  confiderable  fum  to  Zamerga^  who  no  fooner  recei^^" 
it  than  he  fct  the  prifoncrs  at  libeity,  and  returned  beyond 
the  Danube. 

^ ^_     .    In  the  mean  time  the  emperor  privately  difpatcbed  aW" 

rorftirs  up  baffadors  to  Sandilichus,  king  of  the  Uturgurian  Hunn«f  W 
theUtur^     whom  he  paid  an  annual  pefifion^  acquaintir^  ^**  ]f!? 
the  late  incurfions  of  the  Cuturgurians,  to  Tfrhom,  t^  ^ 
he  had  paid  the  fum  that  was  due  to  him,  but  was  r^^*^^ 
not  to  do  fofor  the  future,  unlefs  he  ihewed  himfelfj  »f  * 
fpcedy  revenge,  worthy  of  his  frifendihip.    Upon  *'^  °^/ 
fage  Sandilichus  broke  into  their  temtories,  at  the  bead  0     j 
powerful  army,  and  falling  upon  Z^mer^a  as  be  was  tcturft*  \ 
ing  from  Thrace,  cut  great  numbers  of  his  men  ^^  PJ^^^' 
and  obliged  them  to  quit  the  rich  booty  with  wbicb  » 
Jirmy  was  toadfed.    This  attack  gave  rife  to  a  hlooq  ^ 


*Thi  mpi" 


gurtan 
Hunns 
mgainfi 


\ 


The  Hifiory  of  the  Hunns.  ,  165 

l^ween  the  two  oatioji^,  which  laded  many  years,  accoixl-    -    ^ 
log  to  Agathius  %  from  whom  we  have  borrowed  this  ac- 
count^  and  ended  at  laft  in  the  ruin  of  both  ;  ^'  for,  bemg 
greatly  weakened  by  their  civil  wars,  they  became  a  piey, 
fays-  thac  writer,  to  other  nations,  infomuch  that  they  loit 
their  very  name,  aad  were  blended  with  the  natiotva  they 
ferved ;  but  the  utter  deftru&ion  of  that  people,  continues 
our  hiftorian,  happened  afterwards,"  as  ihall  be  related  by 
usj  according  to  the  order  of  time.    With  thcfe  words  he 
clofes  the  fifth  book  of  his  hiftory,  the  laft  of  thofe  that 
have  reached  us ;   (b  that,  for  a  farther  account  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Huans,  ve  lauA  Is^ave   rcoourfe  to  more 
pnodern  writers.   Among  tbefe,  Venantius  Fortttnatus  tells  Yr.  of  PU 
us,  tfa^t  in  ^60  a  great  body  of  Hunns^  probably  driven      2901. 
out  of  their  own   country  by  the  r>eighbourtBg  nations,  A  D.  56^. 
took  ihejr  roujte  throijgh  Germany,  with  a  defign  to  pafs  " 
tjie  Rhine,   as  Attila  had  formerly  done,   and   fettle  in 
Gaul.     In  that  country  then  reigned  the  four  ions  of  Clo- 
tharjUis,  namely  Cberebert  at  Paris,  Chilperic  at  Soiflbm^, 
Guntram  at  Orleans,  and  Si^bert  at  Menta*     The  latter 
was  no  fooner  infbrasied  of  the  motions  of  the  Hunns  than, 
paflitig  the  Rhine  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  he  re- 
lolved  to  meet  them  in  Thuringia,  which  then  belonged  to 
him,  and  there  give  them  battle.     Accordinglf  the  two  ^hp  an 
armies  met,,  and  engaged  on  the  banks  of  the  Elbe  with  ^f/?^''*^^ 
incredible  fury.    The  f iftory  was  long  doubtful ;  but  in  ^^^  ^^^'^^ 
the  end  Sigehert,  who  was  a  warlike  prince,  gained  a  com-*  Franks* 
filete  vi^ory  over  the  Barbarians,  many  thoufands  of  jxrhom 
he  killed,  and  obliged  the  rei):  to  return  through  bye^waye 
into  Pannonia  •. 

No  farther  mention  is  made  of  the  Hunns  4>y  any  credi-  7^*/  Hunns 
We  hiftorian,  till  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Great,  in  whofe  ^M^  ^f 
time  they  were  mafters  of  Dacia,  now  Tranfylvania  and  j^Jc^ 
WaUchiaj  of  Upper  Mcefia,  nowServia;  and  of  the  two  and  both 
Pannonias,  namely,  the  Upper,  containing  the  preJfent  pro-  Pannmasp 
Tinccs  of  Carniola,  Carinthia,  and  the  greater  partof  Auf- 
tria;  and  the  Lower,  compriHng  Bofnia,  Sclavonia.  and  ^ 

ihat  part  of  Hungary  which  lies  beyond  the  Danube.  In  the 
year  776,  while  Chwles  was  in  Saxony,  two  princes  of  the 
lisrins,  Caganus  and  Jugunus,  fent  ambafladors  to  him,  der 
firing  his  friend(hip  and  alliance.  Charles  received  them 
with  extraordinary  marks  of  honour,  and  readily  complied 
»ith  their  requell.  However  they  entered,  not  long  after^ 
into  an  alliance  with  Taffilo,  duke  of  Bavaria,  who,  re- 
irolting  from  Charles,  raifed  great  difturbances  in  Germany, 

'  Agaib.  tH)*  *•  P*  >51*  *  Venantius  Fortunat.  lib.  vli. 
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This  injury  Charles  wifely  diilembled,  till  he  had  utterly  re« 
duced  Bavaria,  when  a  nlirunderftanding  arifing  between 
him  and  them,  about  the  borders  of  their  refpcftive  terri- 
.  tories,  he  refolved  to  lay  hold  of  that  opportunity  to  be  re- 
venged on  them  for  their  fending  fuccours  in  a  clandeftine 
manner  to  Taffilo.     Accordingly  he  ordered  levies  to  be 
made  throughout  his  dominions,  and  having  afTembled  a 
numerous  armyi  he  divided  it  into  two  bodies,  one  of  which 
he  committed  to  the  care  of  count  Theodoric,  and  Magni- 
frid  his  chamberlain,  with  orders  to  penetrate  into  Dacia, 
while  he,  with  the  other,  entered  Pannonia  by  the  way  of 
^ .     '  Bavaria.     The  two  armies  laid-  waftc  the  territories  of  the 
A.  D.  794.  Hunns  far  and  near,  burnt  their  villages,  and  took  feveral 
of  their  ftrong-holds,  to  which  they  had  fled,  not  being 


'Vr/fey  are      able  to  keep  the  field  againft  fo  powerful  an  enemy.    Thus 
5"^"^^  *''"  he  continued  ravaging  the  country  with  fire  and  fword,  for 
Charles       ^^  fpace  of  eight  years,  till  that  warlike  nation  was  en- 
the  Gr^at*  -tirely  fubducd,  and  almoft  entirely  extirpated.     In  one  of 
.thefe  expeditions,  Henry,  duke  of  Forum  Julii,  now  Friuli, 
took,  the  royal  palace  of  the  Hunns,  called  Rhing,  in  which 
he  found  an  immenfe  booty,  great  part  of  which  was,  by 
Charles's  orders,  fent  to  Rome,  as  a  prefent  to  St.  Pe- 
ter ^     The  entire  reduftion  of  the  Hunns  happened^  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  chronologersy  in  the  year  of  the  Chrif<* 
tian  xra,  794.. 

Some  authors  aflert,  that  by  this  long  war,  the  whole 
irace  of  the  ancient  Hunns  was  cut  o£Fj  and  that  the  coun-< 
try  wf  s  afterwards  peopled  by  the  neighbouring  nations,  tQ 
whom  the  prefent  Hungarians  owe  their  origin. 

SECT.      II. 

» 

The  Ancient  State  and  Hiftory  of  the  Goths j  till  the  Ftfh 
gpths  fettled  in  Spain,  and  the  Oftrogoths  in  Italy. 

'T^HE  Goths  came  originally,  according  to  Jornandcs  "^ 

%^,thV  ^^^^  Scandinavia,  a  country  j»iftly  ftyled  by  him  Offi- 

fountry  of    cmz  Gentium,  and  Vagina  Nationum,  on  account  of  the 

tki  Goths,    incredible  multitudes  of  people  who,  ifluing  from  thence 

\n  fwarms,  over-ran,  and  (locked  with  iiihabitants,  other 

countries,  as  well  diftant  as  in  their  vicinity.    Scandinavia, 

cpmpriQng   the  prefent  Sweden,    Norway,  Lapland,  apd 

Finmark,  was,  by  the  ancients,  thought  to  have  been  an 

« Aimoniu?,  libf  iy.  csip.  8^.  »  Jorn,  Rer.  Get.  p.  83. 
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ifiand  ^,  but  is  how  well  known  to  be  a  peninfola.   It  is  by 
Pliny  called  Scandinavia,  or,  as  VofGus,  and  after  him 
Gronovius,  denominates  it,  Scandinovia;  it  is  named  by 
Xenophon  Lai;npfacenus,  Bakia  ;  by  Timaeus^  Bafilea  ;  and 
by  Pytheas,   fometimes   Ba^lea,    and   at  others  Abalus. 
The  writers  of  the  middle  ages  ftyle  it  Scanza,  Scanzia, 
Scantia,  and  Scandia ;   which  names,  as  well  as  that  of 
Scandinavia,  fome   derive  from  the  German  or  Gothic 
wofAJcanzeny  Cgnifying  cajiles\  for  the  firft  inhabitants, 
they  iay,  turned  the  high  and  fteep  rocks,  with  which  the 
country  abounds,  into  ca files ;  and  hence  came  the  word 
Scandinavia,  that  is,  a  country  filled  with  cajlles  *.     Others 
will  have  the  names  Scandinavia,  Scanzia,  &c.  to  be  de- 
rived  from  the  word  feekanteriy  importing  the  fea-coajl  or 
Jhore  ^^     As  for  the  Greek  word  haltia^  it  fignifies  a  bi^eak' 
ing  in  of  thefea.    What  we  call  the  Baltic  was  known  to 
Tacil:us  by  the  name  of  the  Suevian  Sea ;  and  to  Mela  and 
Pliny  by  that  of  the  Codan  Gulf.     The  bay  into  which  the 
Vifcula,  now  the  Weffel,  empties  itfelf,  is  called  by  Ptolemy 
the  Venedic  bay,  doubtlefs  from  the  neighbouring  Venedi, 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Livonia,  Lithuania,  and  part  of' 
Poland.     In  former  times  the  Viftula  was  the  boundary 
on  the  eaft  between  Germany  and  Sarmatia. 

In  Scandinavia  Tacitus  places  two  different  nations,  the  Nations 
Suiones,  and  the  Sittones,  of  whom  the  former  inhabited  ^{^^'^. 
the  prcfent  Sweden,  and  the  latter  Norway ;  f*or  they  were  Jp^'^^^^ 
feparated  by  mount  Sevo,  now  Scagen ;  which  mount^m,  and  Pio^ 
or   rather  ridge   of  mountains,    feparates  Norway  from  femj> 
Sweden.     The  Suiones  were  divided,  according  to  Pto- 
Icmy,    into  the  following  tribes,  the  Chedini,   Phavoni, 
Phirsefi,  Dauciones,  Hillevionea,  Scritofinin  or  Scritpbani^ 
mentioned  alfo  by  Procopius  *,  and  the  Gutae.    But  thefe 
were  either  Gothic  nations,  or  had  fettled Jn  the  cpuntry 
after  the  Goths  were  matters  of  it,  it  being  certain^  that, 
long  before  Tacitus*s  time,  Scandinavia  was  inhabited  by 
the  Goths,  thoogh  not  yet  known  to  the  Romans  by  that 
name-    Indeed,  the  learned  Grotius,  and  after  him  She* 
~    ringham,  and  moft  of  the  northern  writers,  maintain  with 
arguments  which  have  not  yet  been  confuted,  that  the 
Cimbrians,  Getes,  and  Goths,  were  one  and  the  fame  na- 
tion ;  that  Scandinavia  was  firtt  peopled  by  them  ;  and  that 
from  thence  they  detached  colonies  into  the  iflands  in  the 
Baltic,  the  Cherfonpfus,  and  the  adjacent  places,  yet  defti- 
tute  of  inhabitants-     The  iflands  were  called  by  them  with 

w  Plin.  Ub.  iv.  cap.  13.  «  Grot,  in  Praefat.  ad  Script.  Qoth-  p. 

Ij,  &  feq.  .   y  Praetor-  in  Qrbe  Goth.  lib.  i.  cap.  4.  p.  34.       *FrQ- 
cop.  Rer.  Goth.  lib.  xi.  cap.  15. 
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Scandma'    oni  taixim6t%  name  "Wctailahccdb,  fignifymi^,  m  the  Go» 

'viafirfi  •     tkk  lamguage,  land  furrounded  on  tdljtdes  with  watery  but 

peopled  by    ^)^^  Romans,  after  they  became  acqaainted  with  the  Goths 

nd'ik-*    under  the  name  of  Cimbrians,  called  them  the  Cimbrtaa 

nuifetht      iflands;  which  appellation  they  gave  Kkcwife  to  the  Cher- 

ifiandi  in     fonefus,  now  Juthnd  *.     The  time  when  the  Goths  firft 

ihi  Baitic,   fettled  in  Scandinavia,  and  the  period  at  which  they  firft 

^^'  psopled  with  their  colonies  the  ifiands,  the  CherfonefuS) 

and  the  neighbouring  pbces,  are  equally  uncertain.    Thehr 

firfli  fettlemcnt.  is  faid  to  have  been  condudled  by  King 

EriCf  contemporary  with  Saruch,  grandfather  of  Abraham* 

The  Danes  ingenuoufly  confefs,  tluit  their  country  was  firft 

peopled  by  the  Goths  of  Scandinavia ;  that  to  them  they 

owe  their  origin ;  and  that  Dan,  the  fon  of  Humeius,  king 

of  the  Goths,  from  whom  their  country  was  called  Dania^ 

and  they  Dani,  was  the  founder  of  their  kingdom  \     The 

peopling  of  the  iilands  in  the  Baltic  fea,  of  the  CherfoQefos^ 

and  the  adjacent  places  on  the  continent,  is  called,  by  the 

northern  writers,  the  firft  migration  of  the  Goths  or  Geces^ 

The  iecond  migration  is  related  by  Jornandes,  and  fap^ 

pofed  to  have  happened  feveral  ages  after»  when  the  above-* 

mentioned  countries  being  overilocked  with  people,  Berig, 

^hiyfenda  at  that  time  king  of  the  Goths,  failed  with  a  fleet  in  qaeft 

cohfiy  itito  '  Qi  new  fettlemcnts  \  and,  landing  in  the  country  of  the  Ul- 

drm^jl    rtierugians,  now  Pomerania,  drove  out  the  ancient  in]i3ibit-» 

ants,  and  divided  their  lands  among  his  followers.     He  fell 

next  upon  the  Vajndals,  whofe  country  bordered  on  that 

of  the  tJlmerugians,  overcame  them,  but  inftead  of  forcing 

them  from  their  ancient  feats,  he  only  obliged  them  to 

fliare  their  pofieffiotis  with  the  new  colonifts^ 

The  Goths  who  had  fettled  in  Pomerania,  and  the  adja- 
cent parts  of  Germany,  being  greatly  increafed,  the  country 
could  no  longer  maintain  them  \  accordingly,  they  migrated 
in  great  numbers,  u!ider  Filimer,  furnamed  the  Great,  their 
and  into       fifth  prince  after  their  leaving  Scandinavia;  and«  taking 
Scythia^ ;     their  route  eaftward,  entered  Scythia,  advanced  to  the  Cim* 
nrate,       merian  Bofporus,  andj  driving  out  the  Cimmerians,  iettled 
MctfiaMc*  io  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Maeotic  lake.    Thence,  in  pro- 
cefe  of  time,  they  fent  numerous  colonies.into Thrace,  Da- 
eia,  and  Mcfefia^  and  laftly,  into  the  countries  bordering  oil 
the  Euxine  fea,  forcing  every-where  the  ancient  inhabitants 
to  abandon  their  native  feats.    Such  is  the  account  given  by 
Jornandes  and  Ablavius,  a  celebrated  writer  among  the 
Goths,  who  fiourifbed  long  before  hkn.    In  the  neigh boor- 

•  Vide  Grdt.  I^roleg.  in  Hift.  Goth.  &  Sbcringh,  de  Ang*  Gent. 
Orig   cap.  7.  p.  143.  b  Vide  Sherin^h,  ibid,  p,  145,  i4^* 

«  Jorn.  Rcr.  Get.  lib,  iy. 
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load  6f  the  Mxotic  lake,  tliey  bad  Fiiimir  for  their  king,  t 
warlike  prince ;  in  Thrace^  J^lfoefia^  and  Dacia^  Xamolxis^ 
a  greab  pbtlofopher  $  and  in  the  countries  on  tiie  Enxine 
fea,  princes  of  the  ilinftrious  families  of  the  Balthi  and  the 
Amali,  the  Vifigoths  being  fubje£t  to  the  former,  and  the 
Oftrogoths  to  the  latter,     in  all  thefe  countries  they  were  ^ 

one  and  the  fame  people,  though  fubje£):  to  difierent  princes^ 

.  and  known  by  diflerent  j^ames.  Thus,  in  Cimmeria,  Sar-*" 
ma&a,  Scythia,  they  were  called  Cimmerians,  Sarmatians, 
Scythians^  in  Thrace,  Dacia,  Moefia,  Tbracians,  Dacians, 
and  Meefians;  and  in  the  neighbotrrhood  of  the  Ifler  and 
the  Pontus,  Iftrians  and  Pontics. 

'      Afrfor  the  -appellations  of  Wcftrogoths,  foftened  by  the  Oflrogoth^ 
Latins  into  tliat  of  Vifigoths  and  Oftrogoths,  they  were  ^»^  ^iA* 
diftinguiflied  by  thefe  names  before  they  left  Scandinavia,  &^^^^* 
being  called  Weftrogoths  and  Oftrogoths,  or  Weftern  and 
Eaftern  Goths,  from  their  fitaation  to  the  eaft  and  wefl:^ 

^  ikic  former  inhabiting  that  part  of  Scandinavia  which 
borders  on  Denmark,  and  the  latter  the  more  eaftrern  part% 
near  the  Bahic  ^.  What  Jomandes  writes  of  the  various 
migrations  and  fettlements  of  the  Goths,  is  entirely  agree- 
able to  what  we  read  in  the  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  authors 
concerning  the  difierent  colonies  and  fettlements  of  the 
Getes**  Ihat  the  Goths  and  Geres  were  one  and  the  fame  The  Goth 
people,  is  fuppofed  by  all  the  writers  who  fioiirifhed  in  or  «»^  Gnes 

.  near  the  times  in  which  both  empires  were  over-run  by  ^^*^^t^ 
them.  Thefe  authors,  doubtlefs  well  acquainted  with  their  /^^*^" 
origin,  call  them  fometimes  Goths,  fometimes  Getes,  and 
fometimes  Scythians;  and  feveral  authors  tell  us, in  exprefs 
terms,  that  the  Getes  and  Goths  were  one  and  the  fame 
imtion  ;  and  that  they  had  been  long  known  to  the  Romans, 
and  Kkewife  to  the  Greeks,  by  the  former  name,  but  not  by 
the  latter,  till  their  incurfions  into  the  empire. 

The  Goths,  being  in  procefs  of  time  greatly  increafed  in  themlgrAm 
Scythia,  rcfolved  to  feck  new  fettlements;  and  accordingly,  ^ionofikt 
taking  their  route  eaftward,  and  travelling  through  feveral  ^^^^ir^T 
countries,  they  returned  at  length  into  Germany.     Their    ^     ^  *** 
leader,  in  this  migration,  was  the  celebrated  Woden,  called 
alfo  Vodcn,  Oden,  Othcn,  Godan,  and  Guodan.    Of  this 
Woden  many  ftrange  and  wonderful  things  are  related  in 
the  Sueo-Gothic  chronicles.     He  was  king  of  the  Afgap- 
dians,  Mrhom  the  northern  writers  afture  us  are  the  fame 
people  with  the  Afpurgians,  mentioned  by  Strabo  and  Pto- 
Jemy.    They  were  called  Aipurgians  from  the  city  of  At 

^  Grot,  in  Proleg.  &c#  *  Shcringh.  cap.  8.  p.  156, 157. 
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'■         .         ' 
purgu,  placed  by'Strabo  near  Bofporus  Cimmeritts';  and 

in  the  fame  place  ftood,  according  to  tht  northern  writersi 
the  city  of  Afgardia  :  and  indeed  it  is  highly  probable  that 
thcfe  were  two  different  names  for  the  fame  city,  the  word 
"gardj  in  the  Gothic  language,  being  fynonymous  with  purn 
gos,  in  the  Greek,  namely,  a  fortrejs  or  cafile,  Alpargia 
was  the  metropolis  of  a  province  which  Strabb  calls  Afia; 
and  Woden,  and  his  followers,  |^e  ftyled  by  the  ancient 
Gothic  writers  Afse,  Afiani,  and  Afiotae.  The  kings  of 
Afpujgia  were  matters  of  all  that  part  of  Scythia  that  lay 
weft  of  mount  Imaus,  and  was  by  the  Latins  called  Scythia 
intra  Imaum,  or  Scythia  within  mount  Imaus.  In  this  large 
trad  of  land  Ptolemy  places  three  different  nations,  the 
Aufones,  the  Syebi,  and  the  lotae  ;  but  they  are  all  blended 
by  Strabo  under  the  common  name  of  Afpurgians. 
Wtdtn  king  ^^  ^^^^  Afpurgia  or  Afgardia,  Woden  was  king,  who, 
§fjfgar-  committing  the  government  of  the  kingdom  to  his  two 
<//tf.  brothers,  Ve  and  Velir,  emigrated  with  incredible  multi* 

tudes  of  his  people,  in  queft  of  new  fettlements,  forefecifl^ 
by  his  magic,  fay  fome  ancient  chronicles,  in  which  art  he 
excelled  all  men,  that  he  and  his  pofterity  (houid  reign  for 
He  reduces  many  ages  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  world.    He  firft  en* 
Koxuiania,  tcred  Riifland  ;  and  having,  with  great  fuccefs  and  expedi- 
tion, obliged  the  inhabitants  to  fubmit,  he  appointed  his 
fon  Bo  to  reign  over  them.     Riifland,  called  by  the  Latins 
Roxalania  and  Ruffia,  extended  from  the  mouth  of  the  Vif* 
tula  to  the  Palus  Maeotis,  the  banks  of  the  Tanais,  and  the 
Riphsean  mountains,  and  comprifed  Pruffia,  Livonia,  and 
great  part  of  Mufcovy.     From  Riifland  he  went  by  fea  into 
Sjxony,      the  north  parts  of  Germany  :    landing  in  Saxony,  he  re^ 
duced  that  country,  and  divided  it  araongft  his  children, 
appointing  Vegdeg^  king  of  Eaft  Saxony,  Begdegg  of  Weft'' 
phalia,  and  Sigg  of  Franconia.     Johannes  Martinus,  Witf 
tckindus,  Cranzius,  and  all  the  Saxon  writers,  agree,  that, 
time  out  of  mind,  a  tradition  has  univerfally  obtained  a^ 
mong  the  Saxons,  that  their  anceftors  came  firft  by  fea  into 
thofe  countries.     From  Saxony,  Woden  paffed  into  Rcido' 
mndjut'     gothland,  now  Jutland,  which  he  likewife  fubdued,  and 
laud.  pave  to  his^fon  Skiold,  from  whom  defcended  the  kings  or 

Denmark,  thence  called  Skiolldungar,  that  is,  ihe  pof^'J^J 
^/Skiold.     I,eaving  Jutland,  after  he  had  fettled  bis  Ion 
there,  he  advanced  into  Suithiod,  now  Sweden,  where  n 
Settles  in     ^as  kindly  received  by  Gylfus  or  Gylvo,  king  of  thecoun- 
Sweden.      try  :    being    allowed  to   fettle    there   with  his  foUowcrSf 

f  Stiab.  lib.  xi. 
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lie  built'  the  city  of  Sigtunun;),  where  he  reigned  till  his 
death,  and  became  fo  famous,  that  his  name  reached  all 
countries  5  and  he  was,  by  the  northern  nations,  ranked 
among  the  gods,  and  worlhipped  with  divine  honours.  He 
is  fuppofed  to  have  brought  with  him  out  of  Afia  the  Runic 
charatiers,  and  to  have  taught  the  northern  nations  the  art 
of  poetry ;  whence  he  is  ftyled  the  father  of  the  fcaldi  or 
fcaldri,  who  were  their  poets,  and  defcribed  in  verfe  the 
exploits  of  the  great  men  of  their  nation,  as  the  bards  re- 
hearfed  thofe  of  the  Gauls  and  Britons  (D). 

That  the  Goths,  under  the  conduft  of  Woden,  came 
from  Scythia  into  the  north  parts  of  Germany,  is  a  received 
opinion  among  the  northern  writers,  and  confirmed  by  an 
^immemorial  tradition,  by  all  the  ancient  chronicles  of  thofe 
countries,  and  by  a  great  many  monuments  and  infcrip- 
tions  in  Runic  charaiJers,  fome  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen 
in  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the  neighbouring  iflands.  That 
there  wetefuch  migrations,  can  hardly  be  queftioned,  fince 
wefind  the  fame  names  common  to  the  inhabitants  of  Scan- 
dia  and  Afiatic  Scythia,  and  likewife  the  fame  language,  as 
Grotius,  and  after  him  Sheringham,  have  ihewn^.   Hie  an- 
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M  Sheringh.  ubi  fupra,  cap.  ii.  p.  193. 


(D)  They  were  called  Scaldi 
or  Scaldri,  according  to  Locce- 
aius  (i),  from  the  found  jS&<2/, 
often  heard  in  their  verfes  and 
poems.  The  diale£t  in  which 
ijhey  wrote  was  called  Afamal, 
that  is,  the  Aliatic  dialerSt,  be- 
caufe  brought  by  Woden  out  of 
AGa.  As  tor  the  Runic  letters, 
the  Goths  ufed  them  in  all 
their  fpells  and  inchantments,  to 
which  they  were  greatly  ad- 
di^ed;  whence,  after  embra- 
cing the  Chriflian  religion,  from 
a  blind  and  indifcreet  zeal, 
they  deftroyed  feveral  ancient 
monuments,  and  burnt  a  great 
number  of  books,  becaufc  writ- 
ten with  thofe  chara6i:ers.  At 
kngth,  in  the  year  loof,  the 
Runic  characters  were  quite  laid 
afide  in  Sweden,  and  the  Roman 


letters  taken  in  their  room,  the 
Swedes  being  perfuaded  to  take 
this  ftep  by  the  pope,  and  by 
Sigfrid,  a  Britifh  bifhop.  la 
Spain  they  were  forbidden  in 
1136,  by  Alphonfo  king  of 
Cailile  and  Navarre,  and  con- 
demned by  the  council  of  To- 
ledo in  1 115  (2).  They  were 
called  Runic  letters,  according 
to  fome,  from  the  Gothic  word 
ryn  or  ren^  fignifying  afurro^jo  ; 
according  to  others,  from  ry»^, 
fignifying  art^  efpecially  that 
ot  magic.  One  Fimbul,  Fim- 
bultyr,  or  Fimbulthular^  is  fup- 
pofed to  have  invented  thofe 
chara6lers.  Wulphilas,  the  firft 
bilhop  of  the  Goths,  invented 
other  characters,  which  he  made 
ufe  of  in  tranflating  the  Scrip- 
ture into  the  Gothic  tongue. 


(1)  Locen.  Antiq.  Sueogoth.  cap.  15. 
(Cap.  %%. 


(a)  Wormius  Lit.  Run. 


cient 


t7* 


W^fu 


ne  Cim* 

Jfirom  tht 
Afiatit 
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ctent  language  of  the  Goths  is  fpoken  at  the  prefeBtitme  by 
the  Tartars  of  Precop ;  whence,  upon  the  whole,  we  may 
concluiie^  that  the  Scandian  Goths  and  the  Afiatic  Scydii'* 
ans  had  one  and  the  fame  original.-   As  to  Woden,  toere 
was,  doubtlefs,  a  famous  hero  of  this  name,  who  became 
univerfaUy  revered  by  the  northern  nations ;  but  we  will 
not  take  upon  us  to  vouch  the  extraordinary  things  that 
are  related  of  him  in  the  Sueogothie  and  Sacogotbic  chro- 
nicles.    Some  writers  fuppofe  the  migration  of  the  Scy- 
thian Goths  into  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  under  the 
con<ki&  of  Woden,  happened  about  twenty-four  years  be- 
fore the  birth  of  Cbrift ;  for  at  that  time,  fay  they,  Pom- 
pey  laid  wafte  Syria,  and  great  part  of  Afia  ;  and  it  is  not 
improbable,  that  the  Scythians,  flying  from  him>  went  in 
fearch  of  new  fettlements :  but  Skiold,  who  was  by  his  fa- 
th.er  Woden  appointed  king  of  Reidogothland,  or  Jutland, 
lived,  according  to  the  Danifli  chronology,  about  a  thoufand 
years  before  Potnpey,  fo  that,  by  this  account,  Wodca 
muft  have  been  more  ancient  than  Homer  (£). 

The  defcendents  of  the  Scythians,  or  AGatic  Gothi,  whoi 
under  the  conduA  of  Woden,  fettled  in  the  nt^rthern  part$ 
of  Germany,  were  firft  known  to  the  Romans  by  the  name 
of  Cimbrians,  derived,  according  to  the  opinion  which  feems 
to  us  the  heft  grounded,  from  the  Gothic  word  k'tmbery  fig- 
nifying  valiant.  The  Cimbrians  were  anciently  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  iflands  in  the  Baltic  fea,  the  Cherfonefo^ 
and  the  neighbouring  countries.,  and  by  degrees  extended 
their  conquefts  along  the  German  ocean  to  both  themootbs 
of  the  Rhine.  The  inland  countries  in  that  traft  w€re 
Kkewifc  inhabited  by  them ;  but  in  the  different  countries 
where  they  dwelt,  they  were  diftinguifhed  by  different 
names,  feme  of  them  being  called  Saxons,  others  Suevi- 
ans,  fome  Angles,  Sicambrians^  and  Jutes  ;  but  by  the  Ro- 
mans, they  were  all  blended  under  the  i:ommon  name  of 


(E)  On  the  other  hand,  how 
can  this  be  reconciled  with  the 
genealogies  of  our  Saxon  kings, 
the  founders  of  the  heptarchy, 
who  all  derived  their  pedigree 
from  Woden  ?  Hen  gift,  the  iiril 
tb»t  caine  into  Britain,  did  not 
arrive  in  this  ifland  till  the  year 
449  of  the  Chriftian  sera  ;  and 
neverthelefs  he  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  abnepos,  or  great- 
grandchild of  Woden,  as  Cer- 
dic,  the  founder  of  the  king- 


dom of  the  Weft-Saxons,  tht 
tenth  by  defcent  from  hiro.  Ta 
reconcile  thefe  feeming  cootrat 
dictions,  foroe  authors  are  » 
opinion,  and  their  opinion  does 
not  at  all  feem  to  us  ijnproba- 
ble,  that  feveral  perfoBS,orgrea| 
men,  bore  the  name  of  Woden, 
and  what  was  done  by  all,  was 
afcribed  to  one,  in  the  m^. 
mannner  as  it  happened  among 
the  Greeks,  with  refpc6l  to 
Hercules, 

qimbrians^ 
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CimbrianSi  till  the  Saxons,    placed  by  Ptolemy  in  tb€ 
aorthern  part  of  Cherfonefus,  became  known  to  them  by 
tbeir  conqu^ft3 ;  and  then  the  name  of  Cimbrians  was  quite 
exploded,  and  that  of  Saxons  ufed  by  the  Latin  writers  in 
lieu  of  it,  which  they  gave  like  wife  to  the  nations  the  Sax-  4ifui/ike» 
ons  h«d  fubducd,  calling  Saxony  that  part  of  Germany  *"'!/'  ^^^ 
>vhi€h  lies  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Elbe.     Thus  far  re-  ^^^•«'» 
fpe£ting  the  migrations  of  the  Goths  out  of  Scandinavia 
into  the  neighbouring  iflands  and  continent,  thence  into 
Germany,  from  Germany  into  Afia,  and  from  Afia  back 
again  into  Germany  (F). 

With  regard  to  the  manners  of  the  Gqthd,  they  were  fa--  Thfctrf- 
Tnoxxs  for  their  hofpitality  and  kindnefs  to  ftrangers,  even  terns,  iaw^ 
before  they  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  indeed,  from  **^  '''**• 
their  being  eminently  good,  they  were  called  by  the  neigh-  ^^*^^ 
bottring  nations  Goths,  that  name  being,  according  to  Gro- 
tiusy  and  moft  other  writers,  derived  from  the  German 
word  goten,  Cgnifying  good^.    They  encouraged,  fays  Dio^     . 
the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  above  all  other  barbatous  or  fo- 
reign nations,  and  often  chofe  their  kings  from  among  thei^ 
philofophers.    Polygamy  was  not  only  allowed,  but  coun- 
tenanced among  them,  every  one  being  valued   and  re- 
fpeded,  according  to  the  number  of  his  wives  ^     By  fb 
many  wives  they  had  an  incredible  number  of  children,  of 
whom  they  kept  but  one  at  home,  fending  out  the  reft, 
wlien  come  to  JCKian's  eftate,  in  queft  of  new  fettlements  ^i 
atid  hence  arofe  thofe  fwarms  of  people   that  over-ran  fo         •       . 
4Rany  countries.     With  them  adultery  was  a  capital  crime, 
and  invariably  ptmifhed  with  death.    This  feverity,  and 
likewife  polygamy,  prevailed  atnong  them,  when  they  were 
known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  only  by  the  name  of 
Getes»  as  appears  from  the  poet  Menander,  who  was  hrm- 
ielf  a  Gete ',  and  from  Horace  ",  who  beftows  great  enco^ 


b  Grot,  in  Prole^.  ad  Procop* 
^  Wal (Ingham,  in  Hypodig.  Neuflr. 
lib.  vli.        *^  Horat.  lib.  iii.  od.  24. 

(F)  Thefe  migrjitions  the 
northern  writers  endeavour  to 
fupport  againft  Verflegan  and 
Cluverius,  who  are  of  opinion 
tbat  iDenmark,  Norway,  and 
Sweden,  were  not  inhabited , 
till  Germany  fo  abounded  with 
people,  that  they  were  obliged 
'  to  remove  into  thofe  countries 
which  they  had  not  ohofea  to 
fettle  in. at  £rfi,  on  account  of 


^  Adam.  Breraens.  in  Suegotii, 
'  Menand.  apud.  Stiab. 

the  greater  cold,  and  barrennefs 
of  the  foil.  Te  confute  this 
opinion,  which  derives  the  ori« 
gin  of  the  Goths  from  Ger-, 
many,  the  above  mentioned 
writers,  efpecially  Grotius,  who 
furpafles  all  the  reft,  prove  Scy- 
thia  to  have  been  peopled  be- 
fore any  other  of  the  northern 
€0uatri«s  kad-inhabiXaQts. 

mhims 
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ttilutns  on  the  virtue  and  chaftitj  of  their  women*  As  Idf 
their  laws,  they  do  not  fiall  much  fhort  of  thofe  of  the  an- 
cient Romans,  as  will  appear  when  we  come  tofpeakoftht 
Alaric  code^  and  the  laws  of  the  Viiigoths  in  Spain,  and  the 
Oilrogoths  in  Italy* 

Their  government  Was  monarchical )  for,  as  we  have  ob^^ 
ferved  from  Jornandes,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Palus 
Macotisy  they  had  Filimer  for  king  ;  in  Dacia,  Moefia)  and 
Thracp,  Xamolxes }  and,  in  that  part  of  Scythia^  which 
bordered  on  the  Euxine  fea,  princes  fprung  from  the  il- 
^h^rkws  1"**"^"^  families  of  the  Amali  and  the  Balthi.  To  thcfe 
ings.  pj^jj^gg  ^g|.g  fubjeft  both  the  Vifigoths  and  Oftrogotbs. 

The  former  inhabited  the  country  lying  between  the  BtJ* 
ryfthenes  and  the  Tanais,  and  \*rere  afterwards  allowed  by 
the  Roman  emperors  to  fettle  in  Pannonia,  Thrace,  and  it 
lyricum.     The  latter  dwelt  between  the  Danube  and  (he 
Boryfthen'es ;  and,  in  the  reign  of  Honorius^  after  hating 
over-run  Italy,  fettled  in  Gaul*     Upon  the  death  of  Hcr- 
manaric,  the    Vifigoths  were  driven  out  of  their  native 
country  by  the  Hunns,  and  were  admitted,  by  the  emperor 
Valens,  into  the  Roman  dominions.     Theodofius  allowed 
them  lands  in  Thrace ;  whence,  in  the  reign  of  Honoriusi, 
they  made  inroads  into  Italy,  under  the  conduft  of  the  ce- 
lebrated Alaric,  who  took  and  plundered  Rome.    Alaric 
was  fucceeded  by  Ataulphus,  who  founded  the  kingdom  of 
the  Vifigoths  in  Gaul ;  and  Ataulphus  by  the  following 
Kintrs  of     princes  of  the  family  of  the  fialthi,  namely,  Sigeric,  orRi- 
fr^ftgoths  in  geric,  Wallia,  Theodoric,  Thorifmund,  Theodoric  II.  Thco- 
SpainT'^    done  III.  Euric,   Alaric,  Gefaleich,  Amalaric,  Theudis, 
^^   '         Theudifelus,    Athanagild,  Xiinva,   Leunigild,  Ermenigild, 
Ricared,  Linva  II.  Witteric,  Gundemar,  Sifebatus,  Recca* 
-red,  Suinthila,  Rcchimir,  8ifenand,  Chintila,  Tulga,  Chin* 
dafuinthus,  Reccefuinthus,  Wamba,  Ernigius,  Egica,  Wi- 
tiza,  and  Roderic.     Moft  of  thefe  princes  were  not  onlf 
mailers  of  Narbonne  and  Aquitain,  but  likewifc  of  Spaiiji 
which  they  held  till  they  were  driven  out  of  both,  and  thctf 
nation  aimed  entirely  extirpated,  by  the  Arabs. 
^heCiflf9-       The  ViGgotlis,  being  driven  out  of  their  own  country  bf 
gothsjub'    the  Hunns,  the  Oilrogoths  continued,  after  their  departure, 
jta  to  the    jn  the  fame  fituation,  but 


t  fubjeft  to  the  Hunns,  who  never- 
be  coverned  by  their  own  kings*  oi 


thclefs  allowed  them  to  be  governed  by 

the'houfe  of  the  Amali.    Thefe  were  Winithar,  Hunm- 

mund,  Thbrifmund,  Wandalar,  nephew  to  Hermananc 
.  by  his  brother,  and  the  three  fons  ofwandalar,  Walamir, 
^Theodomir,  and  Widemir,  who  were  all  fubje<3  toAttila? 

but,  upon  that  prince's  death,  they  were  allowed,  by  tw 
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Komans,  to  fettle  in  FannonU  and  Mcefia.  Tbeodomrr 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Theodoric,  who,  having  over- 
come Odoacer,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Italy,  and  was  ac« 
knowleged  king  of  that  country.  His  fucceffors  in  that 
kingdom  werjci  Athalaric,  Theodotus,  Vitiges,  Ildebald^ 
£raric,  Totila,  and  Teia,  the  laft  kings  of  the  Oftrogoths 
in  Italy  *.  As  tb  the  religion  of  the  Goths,  it  feems  to  ThenJi"  * 
have  been  the  fame  with  that  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  vouoftfa 
Scandinavia  and  Saxony,  which  we  have  mentioned  already,  ^^^^^* 
and  ihall  fpeak  more  at  large  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Northern 
kingdoms.  Apollinaris  Sidonius  defcribes  them  fliod  with 
high  (hoes  made  of  hair,  reaching  up  to  their  ancles;  their 
knees,  thighs,  and  legs,  without  any  covering ;  their  gar- 
ments of  various  colours,  fcarce  reaching  to  the  knee ;  their. 
flccves  only  covering  the  tops  of  their  arms ;  their  green 
cafibcks  with  a  red  border;  their  belts  hung  over  their 
ihoulders ;  their  ears  covered  with  twifted  locks ;  their 
arms  confifting  of  beaded  lances,  and  miflile  hatchets  **.  ' 

As  to  the  ancient  hiftory  of  the  Goths,  Jornandes,  fup- 
po&ng  them  to  be  one  and  the  fame  people  with  the  Scythi- 
ans, Get^s,  Sarmatians,  and  Satiromatae,  afcribes  to  them 
all  the  exploits  that  are  faid  by  the  Greek  and  Latin  wri- 
ters to  have  beeit  performed  by  thofe  nations,  efpccially  by 
the  Scythians  :  but  of  that  warlike  nation,  and  their  migra- 
tions into  Europe,  under  the  names  of  Cimmeiians,  Celtes, 
and  Gauls,  we  have'fpoken  elfewhere  ;  and  therefore  fhall 
confine  ourfelves  here  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Goths,  from  the 
time  they  became  generally  known  by  that  appellation. 
The  firft  Roman  writer,  that  mentions  the  Goths,  is  Spar- 
tian^  who,  in  the  life  of  Caracalla,  tells  us,  that  he  over- 
came in  fome  encounters  the  Getes,  who,  fays  he,  were 
the  fame  people  with  the  Goths  p.  The  fame  author  writer 
elfewhere,  that  Maximin,  afterwards  emperor,  upon  the 
death  of  Caracalla,  quitted  the  fervice,  and  retiring  into 
Thrace,  maintained  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  the 
Goths.     His  father,  named  Micea,  or  Micca,.  was  by  na-  .    . 

tion  a  Goth,  and  his  mother  Ababa,  or  Abala,  an  Alan  %• 
Hence  Vorburgus  concludes  the  Goths  to  have  been  mafter 
of  the  countries  bordering  on  Thrace  before  Maximin  was 
born,  that  is,  before  the  year  177  '.     Caracalla  was  the  firft  Yr,  of  FI. 
Roman  emperor  who  quarrelled  with  the  Goths ;  and  the  '   as^s* 
advantages  he  gained  over  them  were,  it  feems,  very  in*  ^*  ^-  *'5« 
confiderable;   for,    according  to  Spartian,  he   overcame  ""—"—• 

•  •      -     •     • 
n  Vide  Jorn.  cap.  30.    Agath.  lib.  i.  Sc  Grot.  Proleg.  in  Hid. 

Goth.^  o  ApoU.  Sidon.  lib.  i.  ep.  7.  p.  29.  P  Spart. 

in  Caracal,  p.  J9.        ^  Jorn.  Rer.  Goth*  «?•  '5«  ?•  ^3'»-        '  Vof* 

burg.  Uiit,  Rom  Germanic*  p*  4>9* 

them 
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them  only  in  a  few  KkUmi&es.  The  ftomf ns  hefpai 
very  early  to  dread  the  power  of  that  warlike  nation  ;  for^ 
even  in  me  reign  of  Alexander^  which  began  in  2a2,  con- 
fiderable  fume  were  annually  fent  them  from  Rome  ta  keep 
them  ^uiett  and  prevent  them  frpm  difturbing  tbe^ace  of 
the  empire. 

The  Goth$,  notwithftanding  the  large  fiims  fent  them 
annually  by  the  Roman  emperors^  hearing  of  the  <ieatb  of 
the  emperor  Maximin,  whq  was  of  Gk)thic  extraction,  and 
had  been  aiTaflinated  by  his  own  foldiersj  refolved  to  re« 
Vn  of  Fl.  venge  it  (  accordingly,  entering  Mcefia,  they  totally  laid 
*5'*'      wafte  that  province,  and  totally  dedroyed  the  city  of  Iftria* 
A.D.  «38.  ^j^  Iftropolis,  on  the  motft  Southern  mouth  of  the  Danube '« 
n^  ra-      ^^^hinus,  who,  with  Maximiss,  had  fucceede4  Maximinus, 
nf^iMa*   refolved  to  march  againft  them;  but  was,  in  the  mean 
Juu  time,  murderedf  with  his  colleagiie,  \)y  the  mutinotts  fol- 

diery  :  fo  that  the  Gotbfi^. loaded  widi  booty,  retired  beyond 
the  Danube  unmoleded.     Not  ioog  after,  they  made  tbexn- 
feives  maders  of  Thrace  ;  but  were  driven  from  theace  be^' 
yond  the  Danube  by  the  emperor  Gordian  ^      He  dyings 
and  Philip,  who  fucceeded  bim»  refufing  to  pay  them  their 
•annual  penfion,    they  pailed  the  Danube,  and,    enteriiig 
Thrace,  committed  dreadful  ravages  in  that  province,  as 
well  as  in  Moefia.    Phiiip  difpatched  againft  them  thefena** 
^r  Decius,  who  was  afterwards  einfteror  %   but  be,  not 
thinking  it  advifeabk  to  engage  them,  returned  to  Rom^ 
after  having  difcharged,  with  difgrace,  the  troops  that  had 
lixfFered  them  to  pafs  the  Daniibe.     Thefe  went  o^er  in  a 
4)ody  to  the  enemy,  commanded  at  that  time^^by  their  l^ing 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Oilrogotha,  the  grandfon  of  Amalus,  who  receirued  theii^ 
^593.      kindly;  and,  being  thus  reinforced,  laidfiegetoMarciane^ 
A  D.  145.  poHs,  the  capital  cdf  Mcefia :  but  net  being  able  to  reduos 
~-       .     it,  he  abandoned  the  undertaking,  in  confiderationof  a  large 

ravages  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^"^  ^Y  ^^^  inhabitants,  who  were  glad  thus  to 
^krace ami  compound  vrith  him,  and  avoid  the  calamities  attending 
idopjia*  long  fieges.  Oilrogotha  was  fcarce  returned  to  his  own 
eonntry,  when  Faflida,  king  of  the  Gepide,  .ebted  with  the 
fuccefs  that  had  attended  his  :arms  againll  the  Burgundian^y 
whom  he  had  almoft  dellroyed,  fent  him  the  following 
haughty  melTage;  that  the  Gepid^e  being  ftreightened 
for  want  of  room,  he  muft  either  allow  them  lands,  or  pit* 
pare  for  war.  Odrogotha  anfwered,  that  he  ihould  be 
ibrry  to  engage  in  a  war  with  the  Gepid2e  his  Jvitifmen;  b«t 
was  determined  to  part  with  no  lands*    Both  nations  took 

•  Capitol,  in  Vit.  Maximin.  p.  171,  Battdr.p.  19s.  t  Gor6m 
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|1ie  field,  and  a  bloody  battle  enfued,  in  which  the  Gepi*  Heover^ 
.  dae  U-'ere    defeated .  with   great   fld«ghter  ;  bjut  Oftrogothaj  comes  the 
contenting  hinifelf  with   the  viftoryj  fuffered  the  Gepidae  Oepidx, 
to  retire,  and  remain  in  their  own,  country  unmolefted  ". 

Gftrogotha  wa^  fucceeded  by  Cniva,    who,  forcing  into  Cnit)a 
JMoeiiaj  was  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  thirty  thbufand  men>  firfi  defedU 
by  Decius,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  emperor  of  that  name,  'd  by  the 
whom  at  length  he  overcame,  and,  having  put  his  whole  ^<^^^"^» 
army  to  the  fword,  obliged  the  young  prince  to  fave  him-  aJvan^'^ 
felf  by  flight  into  the  neighbouring  provinces.     Having  i^ow  taf^es  over 
.110  enemy  to  oppofe,,  he    made    himfclf  mafter   of  Phi«-  them^ 
lippoHs  on  the  Hebrus,  put  the  inhabitants,  to  the  number 
of  one    hundred  thoufand  ^,   to  death,  ravaged  Thrace, 
and  laid  wade  great  part  of  Macedon.     In  confequence  of  > 

thefe  ravages,,  the  emperor  Deciiis,  fetting  out  from  Rom6^ 
haftened  into  Pannonia ;  where,  putting  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  his  army,  he  overcame  the  Goths  in  feveral  engagements, 
and  drove  them  out  of  the  Roman  dominions  * :  but  they 
setarned  with  a  numerous  army,  headed  by  their  king  Cni-»- 
va ;  which  obliged  Decius  to  take  the  field  a  fecond  time, 
when  at  firft  good  fortune  attended  him  \  for  he  reduced 
them  to  fuch  (Iraits,  that  they  offered  to  fet  at  liberty  all 
the  prifoners  they  had  taken,  and  relinquifh  their  tooty^ 
provided  he  would  fufFer  them  to  retire  unmolefted :  but 
the  emperor,  who  had  fent  Trebonianus  Gallus,    with  a 
ftrong,  detachment,  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  thinking  ht 
had  it  now  in  his  power  to  rid  the  empire  of  fo  troublelome 
an  enemy,  inftead  of  hearkening  to  their  propofals,  marched 
with  all  his  forces  againft  them.     The  Goths,  knowing  befeais 
their  all  was  at  (lake,  received  him  with  great  intrepidity,  and  kills 
and,  fighting  like  men  in  defpair,  gained  a  complete  vie-  ^^^^P^^^^ 
tory.     In  the  battle  fell  firft  Decius,  the  emperor's  eldeft  f;^^dhiifQn* 
fon,  and  rfien  the  emperor  himfelf ;  uponwhofe  death  the 
Goths  made  a  dreadful  havock  of  the  difpirited  army  f^ 
Decius  being  killed,  Gallus  was  by  th^  foldiery  proclaimed 
emperor  in  his  room ;  but  he,  inftead  of  revenging  the 
death  of  the  late vcmperor,  and  the  defeat  of  the  army,  con- 
cluded a  pfcace  with  the  Goths,  fufFering  them  to  retire  un- 
molefted with  all  their  booty,  and  the  prifoners  they  had 
taken  at  Philippopolis,  and  elfewhere.     He  even  engaged 
to.  pay  them  annually  a  confiderable  fum,  provided  they  con* . 
tinued  quiet  in  their  own  country  *•    Three  years  after  this 
pacification  they  entered  the  Roman  territories  in  a  hoftile 

» 
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matiner,   probaWy  bctaufc  tBcir  penGon  wts  not  ^nSski 
but  ^milianws,    who   commsmded  die    troops    m    Pan^ 
noniat  attacked^  and  put  them  to  flight,  driving  tiiem  tn* 
tirely  out  of  theetnpire,  though  hts  foldters,  at  firft,  be-^ 
frayed  gveat  unwiiUtignefs  to  engage  fo  fornvidable  ao  ene- 
my.   In  2565  the  Goths)  with  dhe  Carpi, the  Sarani,  and  th^ 
Burgundiatifl^  mad^  a  new  inroad  into  the  empire^  l^J^^g  wafte 
a^I  Ulyficum  t  but  the  foilowiM  year  Aarelian^  afterwards 
emperor,  being  fent  to  (iHrcecd  iJipius  Crihitoe  in  the  com* 
mand  of  the  troops  in  Thrace  and  Hlyricum,  drerre  tbcfll 
t)ut  of  thofe  provinces^  took  a  great  number  prifonert, 
land  piitfuing  th^m  beyond   the   Danube,  laid  wafU  t^t 
coumry,  and  tetumed  to  Thrace  loaded  wi:h  booty  ^ 
^f  Goths        Aix^  thiia  check  they  continued  ^iet  trH  the  year  0.62^ 
iajf  wafti     the  ninth  of  the  emperor  GaHienus,  when,  entering  un^- 
mI^^L^^'^  peflcdly  iiTto  Thrace,  they  made  theinf^Wes  mafter«  iH 
^*  *'     that  province,  ond  from  thctwrc  over-ran  all  Maced^n,  aiHl 
laid  fiege  to  Tbeflalonica  ;  but  being  unable  to  reduce  k, 
they  attempted  to  enter  Achaia,  when  Macrianas,  whohai 
^fTumed  the  title  of  AuguftuSi  arriving  in  Greece  «n  hi^ 
march  into  Italy,  fell  op©»n  them  by  furprize,  and  cbtigetf 
Ihem  to  favc  themfelvcs  i>y  flight  into  then:  oWnicountry  \ 
Vhif  r#.     fix  the  fame  thhe,  another  party  of  the  Oo«h»,   hai^ 
^y^ge^^f^f  crofiW  the  Hel>e(pont  under  the  cofti^lud  of  one  fia^ai, 
^ertlT'    committed  drea^ul  ravages  in  Afia,  pkudereid  fevieral  cl* 
fimpii  of    tiesy  fimd  even  the  famous  ttmple  of  Diana  at  Ephdtis  ^ 
Diana  at    X!^n  zht^  t^tu'rn>  ttiey  lard  in  4(hes  the  poor  femsitra  «f  av- 
Xpkejttj-.      ^ient  Troy  ^  an<l>  liavin^  repafffdd  the  tlelteiponc,  made  Mi 
attempt  upon  Aqt^ialum  in  Thrace  4  but  havivig  fraitiefsly 
jrem»rned  fome  days  before  that  place,  ^^j  abawdc^ned  i^ 
enterprize,  ar^d,  after  having  ravaged  Thrace,   returned 
Iforrie,  carryitifg  with  them  an  in^mefffe   booty.     In  Tte 
courfe  of  the  followmg  year,  «bcy  madt  ariew irruptionin- 
to  Afia ;  but  were  fdon  driven  out  by  the  Roman  troqys 
^hey  maii  qaartered  hi  that  country.    Two  ycai^  after  tbey  beoame 
ihtmfilcves  p^flfefledctf  all  Dacia  beyond  the  DfiWUbe,  extending  froti 
mciabL    ^^^^  '^"^^  ^^  'tfhe»Carpatiaift  imo»nffl»nd,  wbidh  had  boenre^ 
yortdiht      duced  by  Trajan  to  a  Roman  provfrtce,  and  joined  toMce- 
Danubi.      fia  by  a  bridge,  the  mod  'megmficettt  and  wooAe^ff^l  of  1AI 

thatempctor's  works  **. 

Yr.  of  Fl.      Eftcouraged  by  t\ih  fiiccefe,  the  i<A\o9Ang  yt»r,  ^aorh^ 

a1d**»^6  ^^^^  ^^  inCrcdSMfe  nuntber  of  ■vefFeb,  tb^y  Mibtfrised  in  the 

'    '  ^    '  Euxine  Sea,  and-^  landing  at  H6r«tfl^  ^tnf^ontua^  <Mr-rab 

^hij  ovn^  A£a  Minor,  Lydra,  and  Bitfaynia,  made  themfelves  mafters 

^J^  ^^f  a  Aurel.  Vit. -p.  .tf.  b  SyndcU.  p.  %%i.  «  C^liop. 
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f>f  N^icomedia,  piuhdensd  the  Greek  cities  in  th6fe  icootttHeti» 
and  laid  ^afte  the  provinces  of  Phrygia  andTroas.  In  61- 
tfaynia  tbey  met  with  fome  oppoiition  ^  a6  we  a^re  tdd,  that 
a  battle  was  fought  there ;  and,  from  the  events  that  fu^* 
ceeded,  it  appears,  that  the  Goths  gained  the  vi^ry  t  for^ 
on  the  one  hand,  the  Romans,  difiatisfied  with  the  conduft 
of  Gailienus,  were  for  fetting  up  another  emperor ;  and^ 
on  the  other,  the  Goths,  puriuing  their  ravages,  advanced 
as  far  as  Galatia  and  Cappadocia,  laying  wafte  indifcri^- 
minateiy  the  countries  through  which  they  pafied^ 

In  the  mean  time  t)ie  brave  Odenatus,  lamenting  the 
kniferable  condition  to  which  Afia  was  reduced  by  the  Goths, 
haftened  to  the  relief  of  that  province  :  but  the  Goths,  uti-  ^vi  retir§ 
willing  to  engage  fo  renowned  a  commander,  re-embarked  ^^  ^^^^P^ 
at  Heraciea,  anil  by  the  Euxine  fea  returned  home,  wit^  an  Q^atutm 
immenCe  booty,  an4  an  incredible  number  of  captives  ^. 
Many  of  them,  however,  were  drowned,  in  confequende 
of  hsKving  been  attacked  on  their  return  by  the  Roman  fleet. 
Next  year  they  again  embarked,  and  landing  at  the  mou^i 
of  the  Danube,  laid  wafte  great  part  of  MoeGa ;  but  were 
defeated  by  the  troops  and  generals  who  guarded  Byzan- 
tium*     However,    they  advanced    as  far  as    lilyricuip ;  ^^  ^^- 
but  being  there  informed,  that  the  Heruli  had  received  a  «^^/'v/« 
dreadful  repulfe  in  Greece,  they  b^gan   to  retire,  when  L^,^' 
Marcian  and  Claudius,  whom  GaUtenus  had  fent  againQ: 
ihemj    purfuing  them  clofe,  put  great  numbers   to  the 
fword  '•     Claudius  w^u  for  cutting  off  their  retreat,  as 
might  have  be^n  cafily  done,  and  putting  them  all  to  denth  ; 
but  Marcian  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  fuffer  them  to    * 
xetire. 

To  he  revenged  on  Claudius,  they  no  fooner  heard  th^t 
lie  was  raifed  to  the  empire  than,  ftimulating  all  the  nor- 
thern nations  againft  him,  they  affembled  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tyras,  now  the  Niefter,  and'there  built,  fays  Zofimus, 
Itwo  thotttaad  veffels.  Having  employed  the  whole  year  26%,  Vn  of  Ff. 
in  making  the  neceffary  preparations,  they  enibarked,  to      «tii7* 
the  numher  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  fight-  ^\  ^'  ^* 
ing  men,   and  landing  in   Ijefier  Scythia,  laid  fiege   at  <^,     ^^^  ' 
4:he  faine  time  to  «he  city  of  TomI  in  that  province,  and  r^JSe  th$  . 
Xq  Marcianopolis  in  Moefia^  but  being,  in  feveral  attacks,  empire 
^eputfcd  at  both  places,  they  re^embarked  on  the  Euxine  'ivith  a 
ica,  and  entered  the  ftrcights  -  of  the  Bofphorus,  where,  ^f^^'^^^I* 
hj  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and  the  great  number  of    l^^ 
ia€vt  fiiips  Tuoninjg  foul  of  each  other,   they  fuSered  a 
great  lofs  both  of  men  and  vefiels.    Moreover^  they  met 

•  Gallien,  Vit.  p.  iSo.    Syncell.  p.  331.         ^  Galli«n.  Yit.  p.  iSi. 
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.with  a  vigorous  oppofition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Byzat!- 
tium  *.  Miking  therefore  what  haftc  they  could  out  of  the 
ftreights,  they  attacked  the  city  of  Cyzicus  on  the  Propon- 
.  tis  ;  but  not  being  able  to  reduce  it,  they  abandoned  the 
enterprize*  1  hen  entering  the  ^Egaean  fea,  they  refitted 
their  fliaitcred  veffels  at  Mount  Athos  in  Maccdon,  and  af- 
terwards laid  fiege  to  Caflandria  and  Theffalonica,  two  ci- 
ties in  the  fame  province  :  but  when  they  wer«  upon  the 
point  of  making  themfelves  mafters  of  both,  news  was 
brought  them>  that  Claudius  approached  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army  **.  That  prince,  upon  the  firft  intelligence 
of  their  irruption  into  the  empire,  had  difpatched  bis  bro- 
ther Quintillus  againft  them  ;  but,  under  him,  committed 
the  chief  command  of  the  army  to  Aurclian,  afterwards 
emperor,  whom  he  had  on  that  occafion  appointed  general 
of  all  th^  troops  in  Thrace,  Illyricum,  and  the  other  fron- 
tier provinces  ;  but  when  he  was  informed  of  the  nnmber 
.  of  the  enemy's  forces,  he  refolvcd  to  head  the  army  ia 
perfon. 

He  could  not,  however,  fetout  fo  foon  as  he  intended,  it 
being  difficult,  as  the  empire  had  been  entirely  exhaufted 
by  his  predcceflbr  Gallienus,.to  make  the  neceflary  prepa- 
rations for  an  expedition  of  fuch  importance.     The  Goths, 
therefore,  abandoning  the  fiege  of  'i  heffalonica,  upon  the 
firft  report  of  his  approach,  advanced  into  the  country  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Axius,  plundered  Pelagbnia^  and 
committed  great  ravages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Doberus 
in  Paeonia,  where  they  were  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the  Dal- 
matian horfe,  who  fignalized  themfelves  on  this  occafion, 
and  killed  near  three  thoufand  of  the  enemy.     The  reft 
took  their  route  to  Upper  Moefia,  and  were  met  by  Clau- 
dius in  the  neighbourhood  of  Naiffus,  whom  they  imme- 
diately engaged  '.     The  victory  continued  long  doubtful, 
and  the  Romans  at  firft  gave  ground  ;  but  returning  through 
certain  narrow  paffes  to  the  charge,  they  fell  unexpeftedly 
upon  the  Goths,  who,  after  a  long  and  obilinate  refiftance, 
ffkikArmy  were  in  the  end  put  to  flight,  and  entirely  routed.     Such 
is  ttfterfy      q£  them  as  had  the  good  luck  to  make  their  efcape,  returned 
routed  by      towards  Macedon,  covering  their  rear  with  their  wageons^ 
but  they  found  no  fence   agamlt  the  famme  that  raged 
amongft  them*  and  daily  carried  off  great  numbers  of  men 
and  horfes.     The  Roman  cavalry,  attacking  them  in  front, 
cut  off  many  thoufands,  and,  by  guarding  the  paflcs  of  M»- 
cedon,  obliged  them  to  entrench  themfelves  on  Mount 

g  Claud.  Vit.  p.  ft05.     Zof.  lib.  i.  p  652.  -  *>  Ammiani 
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Bfemus,  where  they  pafled  the  Winter  in  the  greatelfl:  hard- 
fhips  imaginable.  < 

As  to  their  fleet,  one  part  of  it,  feparating  from  the  reft,  their  fleet 
ravaged  Theflaly  and  Achaia,  and  took  a  great  many  pri-  ranjage* 
foners  in  the  open  country,  not  being  able  to  reduce  one  ^^f-^^'^L 
fingle  city  ;  fo  fays  Zofimus.     However,  Zonaras  tells  us,        *'^*    ^^ 
ttat  they   made  themfelves  matters  of  Athens  ;  and  that, 
having  piled  together  in  one  heap  all  the  books  they  found 
there,  with  a  defign  to  fet  fire  to  them,   they  would  have 
deprived  the  world  of  that  invaluable  treafure,  had  not  one 
among  them,  more  difcerning  than  the  reft,  told  his  com- 
panions, that  while  the  Greeks  amufed  themfelves  with 
thofe  books,  they  negle£l-ed  the  art  of  war,  and  were  eafily 
overcome  ^.      The  fame  author  adds,  that  Cleodemus,  a 
native  of    Athens,    having   affembled    fome    troops    and 
veffels,    attacked  them  by  fea,  put  great  numbers  to  the 
fword,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight  into 
other  countries.     From  Athens  they  failed  to  the  iflarids  of 
Crete,  Rhodes,  and  Cyprus  ;  but  no-where  performed  any 
exploit  worth  mentioning.     Having  loft  great  numbers  of 
their  men  by  the  plague,   they  returned  therefol^e  to  win-  ^I^* '' ^^ 
ter  in  Macedon,  where  the  contagious  diftemper  completed  the^fi^itii 
their  ruin  *.     Thofe  who  had  taken  refuge  on  Mount  Hae- 

\  mus  were,  before  the  end  of  winter,  reduced  by  the  plague 

I   and  famine  to  a  very  fmall  number ;  fo  that  Claudius  might 

I   have  faved  himfelf  the  trouble  of  attacking  them. 

However,  that  prince,  bent  upon  their  utter  deftruftion, 
marched  againft  them  early  in  the  fpring,  and,  having 
forrounded  them  on  all  fides,  put  feveral  thoufands  to 
the  fword  in  different  ikirmifties.  Neverthelefs  the  in- 
fantry having  one  day  attacked  them  without  the  cavalry, 
^hich  was  employed  elfewhere,  the  Romans,  after  having 
hehaved  fome  time  with  great  gallantry,  turned  their  backs,  They  defeat 
and  fled.  On  this  occafion,  the  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Ro-  '^^^«- 
mans  was  very  confiderable,  and  muft  have  been  much  *'^*'' 
greater,  had  not  the  cavalry  come  feafonably  to  their  relief", 
fhe  Romans,  not  in  the  leaft  difheartened  by  this  lofs,  con- 
tinued haraifing  the  Goths  without  intermiffion,  and  ftrait- 
fnmg  them  daily  more  and  more.  As  the  plague,  at  the 
fame  time,  made  a  dreadful  havock  among  them,  they  were 
2t  length  obliged  to  f«bmit,  and  beg  quarter  5  which  was 
granted  them.     Some  of  them  were  incorporated  among  ' 

;    *he  Roman  troops  ;  to  others  lands  were  given-to  cultivate  j 
*nd  a  fmall  number  of  them  found  means  to  make  their  cf- 
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**  »•  p.  654. 

N  3  cape* 


I* 


ca{>e.     As  the  army  was  compofed  of  various  northem  ii»r 

tionsi  and  followed  by  a  great  number  of  women,  ferrants^ 
and  childreni  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire  were  filled 
with  iSaptivesi  among  whom  were  feveral  kingSi  and  wo- 
men of  diftin^ion.  The  emperor  ordered  fome  of  their 
waggons  to  be  burnt,  and  gave  the  reft,  with  a  great  num* 
ber  of  fiaves,  to  the  public  °.  On  ^account  of  this  vidiory, 
Claudius  took  the  futname  of  Gothicus,  in  the  fecond  year 
of  his  reigny  but  foon  after  died  at  Sirmium  of  the  plague» 
which  had  contributed  fo  much  to  bis  victory  over  tha 
Goths* 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Quintillus;    during 
whofe  fhort  reign  the  Goths,  who  had  made  their  efcape 
*rhey  ptun-  from  Mount  Hsemus,  plundered  the  city  of  Anquialum  in 
dr  the  city  iT^race,  and  made  an  attempt  upon  Nicopolis  in  Lower 
ium^^^^^'   Moefia  5  but  were  driven  out  of  that  province  by  the  Ro- 
man troops.    That  fame  year  the  Goth$>  notwithftanding 
Yr.  of  Fl.  the  lofles  they  had  fuftained,  again  entered  the  empire  and 
«^|S«       Pannonia,  and  laid  wafte  that  province  \  which  irruption 
^^^*  Aurelian,  who  had  been  juft  ralfed  to  the  empire,  no  fooner 
Make  new  learned^  than  he  left  Rome,  and  putting  himlelf  at  the  head 
tKroaJs  into  of  the  army,  marched  againft  them.     As  the  enemy  did 
jAe  empire^  not  retire  at  his  approach,  a  battle  enfued,  which  continued 
hut  are       jj|j  night,  when  the  two  armies  parted*  without  the  leaft 
hAurg^^  advantage  being  gained  on  either  fide.  However,  the  Goths, 
//«/*!  not  being. willing  to  renew  the  combat,  repafled  the  Da* 

nube  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  fent  ambaiTadors  ilext 
mornifig  to  fue  for  peace  ^  ;  which  was  granted  them^  the 
Alemans  being  at  that  time  in  arms,  and  ready  to  invade 
Italy :  but  this  peace  was  not  of  long  duration ;  for,  two 
years  after,  Aurelian,  on  his  march  into  the  Eaft  againft 
the  celebrated  Zenobia,  found  them  ravaging  Thrace,  ^nd 
drove  them  out  of  that  province  j  he  even  paiTed  the  Da<» 
nube,  and  having  engaged  Cannabaud,  a  Gothic  princci 
flew  him,  and  five  thoufand  of  his  men.  It  was,  perhaps, 
pn  this  occafion,  that  the  emperor  took  a  chariot  drawn  hj 
four  ftags,  which  he  afterwards  made  ufe  of  in  his  trium* 
phal  entry  iqto  Rome ;  for  he  is  faid  to  have  taken  it  from 
a  Gothic  prince.  Among  the  prifoners  were  ten  wo- 
ineOf  who  had  foueht  in  the  habit  of  men,  and  a  great 
fnany  more  were  found  among  the  dead.  The  empe- 
ror, in  a  letter  to  Gallonius  Avitus,  governor  of  Thrac?, 
^nentions  fome  Gothic  women  of  diftin£lion^  whom  he 
bad  fent  to  Ferin(husj  to  be  kept  there,  and  entertaine4 

»  Synccll.  p.  184.    Zonar.  p.  a jg.  «  Zof.  lib.  i.  p.  654, 655. 
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Wzmatmet  fiiitaWtB  to  their  rank  p.  Among  tliefe  was  a 
voman  of  the  blood  royaY>  named  Hunila,  who^m  the  em- 
peror garc  in  marriage  to  Bonofue,  one  of  his  generals,  who, 
in  tfafi  reign  of  Probus,  uf&rped  the  fovereignty,  as  we  have 
celated  elfewhere. 

.  Two  years  after,  the  Goths  mtAt  a  fcttlcmem  in  Dacia^  Yn  of  FI. 
beyond  the  Danube,  which  was  abandoned  by  A€irelian>      *^*** 
yfho  well  knew  that  he  could  not  maintain  it,  without  an  *^^* 

immenfe  charge^  iij  the  midftof  fo  many  barbarous  nations^.  T^pT/wIJT 
They  afterwards  entered,  in  feparate  and  numerous  bodies,  in  Dacm* 
Pontus,  Cappadocia,  Galafia,  and  Cilicia,  pretending  to 
bave  oeen  invited  by  Aurelian,  who  died  fome  months  be- 
fefCf  to  ferve  as  auiuliaries  againft  the  Periians }  but  Taci- 
tus, who  had  feicceeded  that  prince,  not  thinkiAg  it  advife- 
able  to  trufl:  them,  endeavoured,  by  fair  means,  and  even 
by  offering  them  confiderabk  fums,  to  induce  them  to  re- 
taim  home.  His  o^rs  were  accepted  by  fome  ;  but  others 
fjefu&ng  to  tedre  upon  any  terms,  the  emperor,  and  his  bro- 
ther Florianus,  fell  upon  them«  put  great  numbers  to  the 
fword,  and  drove  the  reft  entirely  out  of  the  empire '. 

In  278,  the  fecend  of  the  reign  of  Probus,  they  entered 
Thrace,  tixid  advanced  as  far  as  IHyricum,  laying  wafte  the 
country  with  fire  and  fword  9  but  they  no  fooner  heard  that 
tke  emperor  was  marching  againft  them,  and  had  already 
reached  Rh^etia,  than  they  withdrew,  leaving  their  booty, 
^nd  them.    From  Rlnetfa  the  emperor  purfued  his  march  ^^  *^' 
»to  Hlyricum,  and  thence  into  Thrace,  where  he  was  met  L^^^1^//4 
by  deputies  from  the  'Gothic  nations,  fuing  for  peace,  and  probus. 
^bnutting  to  his  power.    No  farther  mention  is  made  of 
^eGodis  till  the  year  289,  the  fifth  of  Dioclefian's  reign,  A.  D.  aS^ji. 
vbo  is  faid  to  have  gainea  a  complete  vidory  over  the  Sar- 
«Mttans,  or  Goths.     Eumcnes  informs  us,  that  the  whole  ^^p  ^^ 
»«ion  of  the  Sarmattans  was  cut  off,  and  the  province  of  i  nhtlg'^ 
Bacift,  beyond  the  Danube,  which  they  had  feized,  reunited  j^,,  ' 
*Q  the  empire  •.    For  this  viftory  Dtoclefian  affumed  the 
Rename  of  Sarmaticus,  as  appears  from  feveral  ancient  coins 
ai«l  infcriptions. 

From  the  fifth  of  jDioclefiarfs  reign  to  the  fifteenth  of 
Conftantine's,  the  Goths  gave  no  dtfturbance  to  the  empire, 
being  engaged  in  wars  with  the  neighbouring  nations  $  but  TAe;  ovifm 
^  we  know  of  thcfc  wars  is,  that  they  not  only  overcame  ^^tki 
the  Burgtrndiam,  but  Hkcwife  the  Vandals,  with  their  king  f^J^J^^ 
Vifum^r,  a  prince  of  great  renown,  defended  from  the  Af-  ^f^Mdahi 
^iitgii  the  moft  iiluftrious  family  of  that  nation.   The  Van- 

•^Banof.  Vit.  p. 447*  ^  Aur.  Vit.  p.  »««.  r  Zonar.  p.  «4o* 
«^  life  i.  p.  46»,  IV^  Vit.  p.  ««€.  •  Norif  de  Dioclef.  cap.  4. 
f'  »5.   8irag.  p.  4ai^, 
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dais  werCi  it  feems,  entiFcly  driven  out ;  for  we  arc  told^^ 

that  they  begged  and  obtained  Pannonia  of  the  emperor 

Conftantii^c  ^    The  Goths  were  no  fooner  difengagcd  front 

other  yrars,  than  they  broke  into  the  empire ;  but  were  ovcr^ 

come  by  Conflantine  in  feveral  battles  fought  at  Cannpana 

in  Pannpnia,  and  at  Marga  and  Bononia,  in  Upper  MoeHa". 

Zofimus  mentions  a  city  besieged  by  Raufimodes,  king  of 

the  Sarmatians,  and  relieved  by  Conflantine  *,  who,  having- 

defeated  the  enemy,  put  them  to  flight,  purfued  the  fu-» 

gitives   crofs  the  Danube,  and  forced  them  to  a  fecond 

pattle,  in  which  great  numbers  were  flain,  and,  among  the 

cefl,  the  king  himfelf.    buch  as  efcaped  the  general  flaugb<« 

ter,  fubmitied  to  Cpnftantine,  who  returned  from  this  cx-r 

pedition  with  an  incredible  number  of  captives.     Notwith- 

Handing  this  defeat,  the  Qoths  next  year  made  a  frefli  in- 

curfion  into  the  empire,  while  the  emperor  was  bufied  in 

qonftruftipg    a.  port    at   1  heflTalonica ;   and,  over-running 

Thrace  and  Moefia,  ravaged  both  provinces,  and  took  a  great 

jpany  prifoners  ^.     Cpnftantine  marched  againft  the  Goths 

with  incredible  expedition,  and,  falling  upon  them,  gave 

them  a  total  overthrow.    He  purfued  the  enemy  with  great 

ilaughter  into  the  dominion^  of  Licinius ;  a  circumftance 

which  that  pririce  highly  refenfing,  a  war  was  kindled  be-» 

tween  him  and  Cpnftantine,  of  which  we  have  given  the 

particulars  elfewhere. 

The  Goth3,  thus  overcome,  fued  for  peace,  which  iWMT 
graiited  thern,  uppn  their  fetting  at  liberty  all  the  prifoners 
they  had  taken.     Cqnftantine,  it  feems,  even  entered  into 

^7J!    '"  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^y  ^^  ^^^^Y  thoufand  men,  who  were  diftin* 

guiftied  by  the  name  of  fpederati,  or  allies  *.     Tb§fe  are, 

doubtlefs,  the  Goths  who,  as  we  read  in  an  anjRpymous 

writer  publilhed  by  Valefius,  fought  at  the  battle  pf  ChaU 

cpdon,  pnder  the  conduft  of  one  of  their  princes  named 

They^maU    Aliquaea,    Notwithftanding  the  peace  and  alliance  they 

pew  in-       Qiade  with  Gpnftantinp,  they  began,  ^bout  eight  years  after, 

Vk^ empire-  ^^  niake  new  inroads  into  the  empire.     Zofimus  informs 

*  qs,  that  the  Taifal»,  a  Gothic  nation,  having  broken  into 

the  Roman  territories  with  five  hundred  horfe,  Conftantine, 

who  M^as  thi?ri  in  Mgefia,  fjifiered  them  to  lay  waftc  the 

country  to  the  very  gates  pf  his  c^mp ;  and,  inftead  of  put* 

ting  his  troops  in  battle-array  to  opppfe  ihepi,  he  betook 

himfelf  %o  ^  precipitate  flight,  after  having  loft  great  part  of 

■  bis  arrny  ^.     !^ofimu§  is  the  pnly  authpr  who  relates  tbi$ 
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t  Jorh.  Rcr.  Vandal,  lib.  i, 
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p.  640,       y  Zof.  lib.  ii.  p.  687, 
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ctent,  wliich  IS  altogether  incredible.  Socrates  tells  US| 
that  the  Goths  and  Sarmatians  over-ran  fome  provinces ; 
but  were  overcome  and  driven  out  by  Conftantine  *. 

The  fame  year,  a  war  breaking  out  between  the  Goths  Yr.  of  FL 
and  Sarmatians,  the  latter  had  recourfe  to  Conftantine,  who,      *^?o* 
gladof  the  opportunity  which  offered  to  humble  that  ferocious       ^'  53** 
nation,  fell  upon  them  while  they  were  employed  in  plun-  7"^       T"* 
derine  the  territories  of  the  Sarmatians,  and  gained  a  tne-  ^  dreadful 
morable  viSory  over  them  on  the  twentieth  of  April.   Near  cv^nJirov^ 
a  hundred  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  either  put  to  the 
fword,  or  perifhed  after  the  battle  with  hunger  and  cold  ; 
a  defeat  which  obliged  Araric  their  king  to  fue  for  peace, 
and  deliver  hoftages  to  the  emperor,  among  whom  was  his 
own  fon  *. 

This  vidlory  is  afcribed  by  fome  to  Conftantine  Caefar ; ' 

and  the  emperor  Julian  tells  us,  that  one  of  Conftantine's 

fons  awed  the  Goths  with  his  viftories  ^  :  but  Eutropius  * 

and  Eufebius  ^  tell  us,  in  exprefs  terms,  that  the  Goths  were 

overcome  by  Conftantine  in  a  great  battle ;  and  Eufebius 

writes,  that  Conftantine,  difdaining  to  pay  tribute  to  the 

Barbarians,  as  other  emperors  had  done,  marched  againfl: 

them,  while  they  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Sarma* 

tians,  and,  having  fubdued  the  whole  nation,  obliged,  partly 

by  dint  of  arms,  partly -by  treaties,  the  innumerable  tribes, 

into  which  they  were  divided,  to  obey  his  commands.    So- 

2Dmen  and  Socrates  fay,  that  the  viftory  he  gained  over 

them  was  fo  evidently  miraculous,  that,  the  Goths  acknpw- 

feging  the  power  of  the  God  adored  by  Conftantine,  great 

immbers  of  them  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion,  which 

had  been  firft  preached  among  them  about  the  year  270  •. 

Jornandes  takes  no  notice  of  the  viftory  gained  over  the 

Goths  by  Conftantine,  but  only  tells  us,  that  they  fupplied 

his  army  with  a  body  of  forty  thoufand  men,  which  wa$ 

kept  always  complete  ^ 

The  Goths  not  only  continued  quiet,  but  fcrved  the  Ro-  <pieyferv§ 
mans  with  great  fidelity,  during  the  remaining  part  of  Con-  in  the  Ro- 
ftantine's  reign,  and  in  the  reigns  of  Conftans,  Julian,  Jo-  i^nannj* 
^    vian,  and  Valentinian  I.  «  but,  in  the  firft  of  Valens,  they 
niade  inroads  into  Thrace,  and  laid  wafte  that  province  *. 
The  emperor,  who  was  fcarcely  feated  on  his  throne,  in- 
ftead  of  employing  his  troops  againft  them,  fent  a  confix 
durable  fum  j  which  they  no  fooner  received  than  they 

;  ?^)rjit.  lib*  !•  cap.  it.  p.  48.  >  Anonym.  Ammian.  p.  37$, 

Mul.  Orat.  i.  p.  16.  c  Eutrop.  p.  53S.  <•  Eufeb,  Vit.  Conftant, 
"b.  iv.  p.  ^29.  f  Soz.'lib.  i.  cap.  8.  p.  411.  f  Jorn.  Rcr.  Goth, 
c^p.  II.  p,  649.  f  Liban.  Orat.  x^i.  p.  309,  h  ^mmian.  lib. 
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forbore  all  hoftiliticsy  and  returned  lioaie.    The  IJ^owiiif^ 

J  ear,  365,  while  the  emperor  was  in  Bithyoia,  news  wai : 
rought  hlxn,  that  the  Goths  were  ready  to  break  9g^n  into. 
Tbrace.     In  confequence  of  this  advice  Valens  difpatcbed 
a  body  of  troops  to  reinforce  thofe  under  the  command  of 
count  Julian,  who  were  polled  on  the  banks  of  the  Da*- 
nube  i  a  precaution  which  prevented  their  croffing  that 
^eyafifi    river.     In  the  mean  time  Procopius  having  revolted,  and 
$ki  ufurpir  aflumed  the  title  of  emperor,  the  Goths,  efpouHag  Us 
Ihfuopiusi   caufc,  fcnt  a  body  of  three  thoufand  men  to  his  affiibooe ; 
but  Procopius  bein^  defeated,  taken,  and  put  to  death,  be« 
fore  their  arrival,  they  continued  in  the  territories  of  tike, 
empire,  committing  great  ravages  in  Thrace  and  Mac fia. 
Valens  fent  a  ftrong  detachment  againft  them,  who  having . 
cut  ofFtheir  retreat,  diey  were  obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  yield  them&lves  prifoners^.     Hermanaric  was  then 
king  of  the  Goths,  of  thofe  at  lead  who  by  Ammianus  are 
ftyled  Greutongi,  and  by  Jornandes  Oftrogoths;  but  that, 
body  of  troops  bad  been  £eot  to  the  affiftance  of  FfocopiM 
by  Athanaric,  whom  Aiufliianos  calls  fometimes  one  of  the 
ntoft  powerful  men  among  the  Goths  ^,  and  fiometisies  the 
judge  of  the  Tbervingian  Goths,  that  is»  according  to  Jorf 
nas^s,  of  the  Vi&goths '.  He  was  a  man  of  great  .courage, 
and  yet  bis  courage,  fays  Tberoifttus  "^  was  inferior  ao  his 
penetration,eloqueuce,  and  addrefs.    fle no  fooner  received 
intelligence  of  the  captivity  of  bis  men,  than  he  difpatehed 
ambafladors  to  Valens,  requefting  they  might  be  fet  at  ii^ 
berty,  as  they  had  been  fent  by  a  friend  and  aHy  of  the  Ro^ 
mans  to  tbe  afliftaace  of  a  Roman  emperor.    At  the  fame 
time  the  letters  wer-e  produced  which  he  bad  received  from ' 
Procopius.     On  the  other  hand,  Valens  fent  ViAor,  gencr 
r&)  of  the  liorTe,  to  complain  of  Athanaric,  for  affiftlng  a 
rebel  againft  bis  lawful  fovereign.     The  Goths  anfwered, 
that  they  had  looked  upon  Procopius  as  tbe^cinfman  of« 
Conftantine ;  and  that  it  was  not  their  bu^finefs  to  examine 
whether  he  was  or  was  not  a  lawful  prince :    therefore,  if  * 
they  were  deceived,  the  emperor  ought  to  excufe  them. 
^whieh  But  Valens  could  not  be  prevailed  tupon  to  fet  the  captive 

gives  rifi     Goths  at  liberty,  being  refolved,  as  he  was  then  engaged 
to  a  war     \^  no  other  wars,  upon  humbling  that  powerful  nation. 
T'  ,  ^^'     With  this  view  great  preparations  were  made   throughout 
the  empire ^;  which  occasioned  a.  great  conQeroatioa  among 
the  people,  who,  as  they  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  va- 
lour of  the  Goths)  dreaded  the  iflue  of  this  war.     At  the 

*  Zof.  lib.  iv.  p.  740.        *  Ammian.  lib.  xxxi.  p.  440.  i  Jorn, 

Kcr*  Goth.  cap.  aj,  p.  643,        «  Thcmift.  p  136,         ■  ZoC.  p.  7^81." 
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fariie  time,  in  the  difmantUng  of  Chalcedon,  certain  verfet 
^wcre  found  engraved  on  a  ftone^  which  doubled  their  fears, 
for. they  feemed  ancient,  and  foretold  a  dreadful  inundation 
of  Barbarians  into  Thrace  ^.    The  emperor  himfelf  feems 
to  have  been  under  no  fmall  apprehenfion  of  this  war  ;  for 
't'heodoret  t^lls  us,  that  before  he  fee  out  pn  fo  dangerous 
an  expedition,  in  order  to  render  heaven  propitious  to  his 
undertakingy  he  received  the  facramcnt  of  baptifm  p.    The 
Gothsi  on  the  other  hand,  finding  the  emperor  bent  upon 
'vrar,  began  to  draw  together  their  forces,  with  a  deGgn  to 
anticipate  him  in  the  iirft  attack.     Valens  no  fooner  under- 
ftood  their  defign.  than  he  ordered  his  troops  to  take  the 
field,  though  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  foon  after  came 
in  perfon  to  head  them.    Upon  his  arrival  be  fent  Arong 
detachments  to  guard  the  banks  of  the  Danube^  and  en- 
camped, with  the  reft  of  the  army,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Marcianopolis,  the  metropolis  of  Lower  Moefia  ^.    Am- 
ratanus'  and  Zofimus'  tells  us«  that  early  in  the  fpringhe  y,.  ^f  pi 
left  Marcianopolis ;  andt  having  pafTed  the  Danube  on  a      ^^te.  ' 
bff<ige  of  boats^  ravaged  the  enemy's  country  far  and  near,  A.  D.  ^Sj. 
witlK»ut  meeting  with  the  leaft  oppofition,  the  Goths  hav-  —         ■ 
ing  retired  at  his  approach  to  the  neighbouring  mountains.  .*y^'*'^'* 
In  the  beginning  ot  the  autumn  he  led  back  his  army  to  ^ ''^jj^**" 
the  Roman  dominions,  and  pafied  the  winter  at  Marciano*  lays  it 
poliS)  whence,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  was  fit  for  adion,  he  viujii» 
m«rcbed  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  with  a  defign  to  crofs 
tlKit  river)  and  purfue  the  ravages  he  had  begun  the  year 
before^  but  the  Danube   continuing  greatly  fwelled  the 
whole  fummer,'  he  was  obliged  to  remain  encamped  in  the 
fame  place  till  the  latter  end  of  autumn)  when  he  returned 
to  Marcianopolis,  and  there  took  up  his  winter  quarters. 

In  the  following  year  the  emperor  marched  into  Leffer 
Scythia,  and  having  paiTed  the  Danube  at  Noviodunum, 
advanced  far  into  the  enemy's  country,  deftroying  all  with 
fire  and  fword.  The  Goths,  not  daring  to  keep  the  field, 
lay  concealed  in  the  woods  and  morafTes,  whence  they  fre- 
quently fallted  out  upon  the  Romans.  Againil  them  the 
pmperor  employed  not  the  ibldiers,  but  the  fervants  of  the 
army)  and  thofe  who  attended  the  baggage,  promifing  them 
a  certain  fum  for  each  head  they  (hould  bring.  Animated 
by  this  encouragement,  they  refolutely  entered  the  woods 
and  marflies,  and,  hunting  the  Goths  like  wild  beads,  put 
great  numbers  of  them  to  the  fword  in  their  very  afylums  ; 
K>  that  they  were  ftruck  with  conflernation,  and  fent  am- 

^  Eunap.  Excerpt,  p.  i3,  19.  p  Theodor.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xi.  p. 

674*  ^  Eii^ap.  car*  ^*  P'  ^'  Philoftr.iib.  ix.  cap.  S.  p.iss. 

f  Ammian.  p.  340.  •  Zol.  p*  741. 
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baflaclors  to  fue  for  peace.  Such  is  the  account  given  ty 
Zofimus :  but  Ammianus  writes  that  Valens,  having  at- 
tacked and  overcome  in  feveral  encounters  the  Greuthongi^ 
a  warlike  nation  of  the  Goths,  dwelling  at  a  confiderablc 
Ke defects  diftance  from  the  Danube,  at  length  defeated  A thanaric, 
Athanaric.  who,  at  the  head  of  'a  numerous  army,  had  ventured  to 

give  him  battle. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       After  this  victory  Valens  returned  to  Marcianopolis,  with 
2717.       a  defign  to  winter  there,  and  renew  the  war  early  in  the 
A.  D.  369.  fpring;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  Goths  earneftly  fuing,  by 
T[        ' —  repeated  embaflies,  for  peace,  he  was  at  laft  prevailed  upon^ 
{uefor^^    by  the  fenate  of  Conftantinople,  to  hearken  to  their  propo- 
piact  and    fals  ^.   .  What  induced  the  fenate  to  become  mediators  in 
9lkain  it.     behalf  of  a  nation  by  theni   fo  much  dreaded,  and  now 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  dillrefs,  we  cannot  learn.     Valens, 
after  having  returned  a  favourable  antwer  to  the  ambaffa- 
dors,  approached  the  Danube,  and  appointed  Viftor  and 
Arintheus  to  treat  with  the  Goths.  After  fome  conferences 
a  peace  was  concluded,  which  redounded  greatly  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Romans ;  for,  in  virtue  of  this  treaty,  the  Goths 
were  not  for  the  future  to  pafs  the  Danube,  or  fet  foot  on 
the  Roman  territories,  on  anyaccount  whatfoever,  excepting 
that  of  trade,  which  was  now  confined  to  two  cities  on  the 
Danube.     They  were  not  to  expeft  or  claim  the  penfions 
which  had  been  paid  them   annually  by  other  emperors; 
but  Valens   confented   to    continue    Athanaric's  penfion. 
This  peace  was  ratified  and  figned  by  Valens  and   Atha- 
n^ric,  who  met  for  that  purpofe  in  boats  in  the  middle  of 
the  Danube,  the  latter  abfolutely  refufing  to  pafs  that  river, 
his  father  having  obliged  him,  as  he  pretended,  folemnly 
to  fwear  never  to  tread  on  Roman  ground**.     Valens  hav- 
ing thus  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Goths,  ordered  the 
forts  on  the  Danube  to  be  repaired,  and  fome  new  caftles 
to  be  built ;  then  leaving  fome  ftrong  garrifons  in  them,  as 
if  he  diftrufted  the  Barbarians,  he  returned  to  Marciano- 
polis, and  from  thence  to  Conftantinople  *, 
flermana-       Hermanaric,  king  of  the  Goths,  was  defcended  from  the 
rtcyagreat  noble  family  of  the  Amali,  and  had  fignalized  himfelf  in 
£5ftqugror.    fgy^j-ai  wars,  infomuch  that  he  was  compared  to  Alexan* 
der  the  Great.     Jornandes  names  the  many  northern  na- 
tions he  fubdued  •,  but  he  might  as  well  have  fpared  him- 
felf that  trouble,  moft  of  them  being  utterly  unknown  '. 
AmonjT  the  reft  he  mentions  the  Heruli,  dwelling  near  the 
Palus  Mseotis  j  the  Vcnedi  on  the  German  ocean  ;  and  the 

t  Themift.  Orat. X.  p.  133.         »  Ammian.p.  341,  341.        wZof, 
?•  1^^*  *  Jorn,  Rcr.  GotUi  cap.  23.  p.  64.3, 
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iEftit  on' the  borders  of  the  prefent  Pruffiaand  Poland* 
Ablavius,  as  quoted  by  Jornandes,  affures  us,  tnat  Her- 
manaric  was  obeyed  by  ail  the  nations  of  Scythia  and  Ger- 
many. However|  not  thinking  himfelf  in  a  condition  to 
withftand  the  Hunns,  who,  palliog  the  Palus  Maeotis  in 
376,  over-ran  his  country,  he  chofe  rather  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  himfelf,  than,  to  behold  the  calamities  tb^t  threat- 
ened his  people  y.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Vithimir,  who, 
attempting  to  make  head  againfl  the  Hunns,  fell  in  battle. 
His  fon  Vitheric,  driven  out  by  the  Hunns,  retired,  with 
his  people,  to  the  prefent  Podolia,  lying  between  the  Nie- 
perand  the  Danube.  Athanaric,  king  or  chief  of  the  The'r- 
vhigi  or  Vifi  goths,  alarmed  at  this  fudden  irruption  of  the 
Hunns,  encamped,  with  all  the  forces  he  could  colleft,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Danaftus  or  Niefter,  in  order  to  difpute 
with  the  enemy  the  paflage  of  that  river,  which  parted  the 
country  of  the  Thervingi  from  that  of  the  Greuthongi  or 
Oftrogbths  ;  but  the  Hunns  falling  upon  him  unexpededly,  77,^  Q^fj^ 
obliged  him  to  abandon  his  country,  and  take  refuge  in  the  dri'vencut 
prefent  Moldavia ;  where  he  fortified  himfelf  with  a  wall  h-the 
from  the  Pruth  to  the  Danube.  Hunnu 

A  general  confternation  beijag  now  fpread  among  the 
Goths,  fuch  of  them  as  had  the  good  luck  to  efcape  the 
dreadful  havock  which  the  Hunns  made  of  their  nation, 
cither  fubmitted  to  them,  or  fled  for  refuge  to  the  Roman 
dominions.  Two  hundred  thoufand  of  them  were  admitted  Admitted 
by  Valens  into  Thrace,  upon  their  promifing  to  live  peace-  h^^^ns 
JtWy  there,  and  to  ferve,  when  wanted,  in  the  Roman  arw  ^'^^^'^^raa ^ 
mies  ;  but  being  juftly  provoked  at  irhe  cruel  treatment  they 
ttct  with  from  the  Roman  oflBcers,  who  were  to  fupply  them 
with  provifions,  they  had  fcarce  entered  Thrace  when  they 
began  to  mutiny,  and. plunder  the  country^    This  violence 
gave  rife  to  a  long  and  bloody  war  between  theni  and  the  Ro- 
xnans.     At  length  they  fubmitted  to  Theodofius  I.  and  were  yr.  of  Fl. 
allowed  by  him  to  fettle  in  Thrace  and  Mceiia ;  which  two       5730. 
provinces  were  almoft  quite  depopulated  by  the  frequent  in-  A.  D.  38*. 

Curfions  of  the  neighbouring  Barbarians,  and  the  late  deftruc-  , 

tive  war*.     The  emperor  exempted  them  from  all  the  trir  ^f^l'^]'lfj 
Dutes  and  taxes  that  were  paid  by  the  other  fubjedts  of  the  toTh^^'g* 
empire.     Great  numbers  of  them  entered  into  the  Roman  fius^  thty 
fcrvice,  but  formed  a  feparate  body,  and  were  commanded  receive 
by  officers  of  their  own  nation  ;  a  diftinftion  which  proved  ^3!lf^  '*    • 
the  fource  of  many  evils ;  but  as  they  were  well  acquainted       ^^^'* 
^ith  the  avarice,  injufticc,  and  cruelty  of  the  Roman  offi- 
cers, they  refufed  to  \  ut  themfelves  into  their  power,  and 

Anuniau.  lib.  x  xxi.  p  439,  » I'hcmilt  Orat.  xvi*  p.  199- 
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ifiGfted  upon  their  continaing  united,  in  ord<r  to  &ciiili 

themfelves  againft  fuch  infuits  as  they  had  reafon  to  appre^ 

hend,  when  difperfed  amone  the  Homan  troops^    What 

chiefly  induced  the  Goths  to  lay  down  tbeir  arms  and  fob*- 

niic  to  iheodolius,  was  thac  princess  generous  behaviour  to 

dfhmtaric    Athanaric ;  who  being,  by  a  fa£fcion  at  home,  driven  out 

takis  r/-     of  the  country,  which  he  had  poflefied,  in  fpite  of  the 

^^l' T'J^    Hunng,  beyond  tfie  Danube,  came  to  Conftantinople,  noti^ 

^^*^      '/  withstanding  the  oath  he  had  made  never  to  tread  on  BUv 

Confianti'    fS^wnA.  The  emperor  went  out  to  meet  the  prince,  neceiirtd 

tnfU.  hkn  with  great  marks  of  friendfliip,  and  attended  him  into 

the  city,  which  he  entered  on  the  nth  of  January  381  ^ 

but  died  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  month.     The  emperor 

f^ave  orders  for  his  funeral  after  the  Roman  manner,  widi 
uch  pomp  and  foltnmity,  that  the  Goths,  who  had  at« 
tended  him  in  his  flight,  out  of  gratitude  tp  the  emperor, 
who  had  thus  honoured  the  memory  of  their  deceafed  prioe^ 
took  upon  them  to  guard  the  baxsks  of  the  Danube,  and  pre* 
vented  the  Romans  from  being  attacked  on  rhat  fide;  and 
the  Goths,  who  had  for  feveral  years,  mainuined  a  war  with 
the  Romans  in  the  very  heart  of  theem})ire,w:ere  fo  capdvated 
with  thegenerotity  and  goo.d«nacure  of  Theodofius,  tli^tlhey 
renounced  aU  farther  thoughts  of  war,  and  fabmitted  to  ihi 
laws  of  the  empire.  Soon  after  the  fubmiffion  of  the  iQoths^ 
a  4bldter  of  that  nation  having  cooMnitted  fbme  -diibrder  at 
Conitat9tinopk,the  populacefeil  upon  him,  and  h^ag  mur^ 
^itxiiA  him,  threw  his  body  tnto  the  lea.  The  emperor  fea^- 
«  ing  the  Goths  might,  upon  this  provocataon,  iiave  recoyrib 
to  arms  and  renew  the  war,  refented  his  death  to  i^dk  fit 
degree.,  that  he  deprived  the  people  4>f-the  i>read  wbieh,  i^ 
I^fs  orders,  was  <daily  diftiibuted  ainong  them.  T^he  em^ 
peror,  however,  was  appeafed  after  a  few  hourf,  and  ikt 
^jorder  he  had  given  was  rev-e^ked  *. 

The  Goths,  who  were  allowed  by  Theodofius  to  fettfa 

in  Thrace,  were,  for  the  moft  part,  Thervingiant  or  Vifi- 

goth^.     As  for  the  Greuthongian^,    or  OftrogodM,  they 

continued  4n  tbeu-  ancient  feats,  but  fubjed  to  the  HtttUMi/ 

i^ho,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  fufl^ed  them  toM 

neOffro-'  governed  by  their  own  kings.     However,  great  numbers  <^ 

g^s  brtak  them,  not  afble  to  brook  that  fubje£lion,  4>roke  into  t4ie  em« 

into  the       pire  under  the  co'mffiaiKi  of  XMotheus,  whom  Oa«dJan  bo^ 

*mfir$  \       ttours  with  the  title  of  kiaig «.    Thcar  defigji  was  4:o  455ttkf, 

as  thek  countrymen  the  Vtfigo^s  had  done,  in  fonie  of  th^ 

/         ftoman  provinces  \   but  l^eodofiusi  fearing  tbe  twv^ti 

*^of.  p.  7^9.  Ammian.  p.  114.  Sdcrat.  p.  »67.  Themift.  Orat.xW 
;   p  »9<3»    9'  marcell.  Id.\t,  .C  h.roii.  «  Liban.  Orat*  xijr.  ;«iv.  p« 

394,410.  *Claud.  Conf.*  Honor.iv.  p.  5S« 

inighl 


The  H'^ory  of  the  Goths.  ^191 

%ni^t  ht  tlii>8  ovcr-rufi  by  the  Barbarians,  mardied  agaioB:  y^.  of  Fl. 
-€hem  ki  pcrfiMi,  wkh  his  fon  Arcadius,  gave  tbcoi  a  total  dc-      11%^. 
leac,  nod  retiirnedy  with  an  incredible  number  of  captives,  tp  A.D.  jgs* 
CTonftaatlnople,  wbidi  heicntered  in  triumph  on  the  12th  of  "  ~^ 

Oa^bcr  of  the  year  386  •».   This,  according  to  Zofimus,  is  all  ^"j,*7^'''* 
•*he  pan  l%eodoiius  had -in  that  Tiftpry  ;  but  all  other  aur-  ql^tldqfiis. 
^Awfs  are  ^  eptniofi  that  the  emperor  commanded  his  troops 
in  perfon  ;  and  Claudian  tells  us,  th.it  he  engaged  Qdo- 
i^«i8  litmfcif,  who  was  killed  in  the  batde  *.     The  greater  * 

j>art  trf  this  nutnerous  army  being  either  cut  in  picccs>  taken 
prifoners,  or  drowned  in  the  Danube,  the  emperor  orderei 
ASajorsrnus,  who  cotntnanded  under  him,  to  crofs  that  ri- 
•Ve^,*  and  lay  wafte  the  enemy's  country  ;  which  he  did  ac- 
•^ottKugiy, ,  wfthotrt  meeting  with    the  kaft   oppofition '.  ** 

Tbeodolius  ordered  all  the  prifoners  to  be  fct  at  liberty,  and    ' 
-eve»  made  their  leaders  rich  pfefents,in  order  to  induce  them 
to  enter  into  his  fervice,  according  to  Zofimus  8^,  andemploy 
them  againft  MaximuS. 

The  Goths  continued  quiet  from  this  time  to  the  firft  Yr.  of  F!* 
^ear  of  Arcadius  and  Honorrws,  where  they  were  inftigatefi      *^41* 
*y  the  famous  Rufinus  to  invade  the  empire.     Ruifinus  go-   __2^ 
^^erned  with  an  abfolute  fway  in  the  Ealt  under  Arcadius ;  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
and  StUicho^  with  the  fame  arbitrary  fway,  ruled  in  ^t  jurredup 
Weft  tiftder  Honorras ;  but  as  the  latter  pretended  to  have  hy  Rufinus 
boeii  appointed  by  Theodofios  guardian  to  both  his  childreti,  '^  tn'vade 
he  was  preparing  to  march  into  the  Eaft,  to  difpoflcfs  his       '»#«'''• 
tival  of  the  authority  he  had  ufurped.    RuBnus,  therefore, 
k)  divert  this  ftorm,  refolved  to  let  aH-in  a  flame^  and  in- 
'^Ive  the  whole  empire  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  With  rhis 
i^ie^ii^^  he  -iMivately  ilimulatcd  the  Htmns,  who  advanced  is 
far  as  Antiooh,  deftroying  all  with  fire  and  fword.    At  the 
&me  time,  he  encouraged  the  celebrated   Alaric  to  pijfr 
bimfelf  at  the  head  of  'his  countrymen  the  Vifigoths,  and 
break  into  Greece.     Alaric  was  dcfcended  from  the  family 
of  4ie  Balthi,  tfce  mod  Mluftrious  of  the  Got^hic  nation^ 
-tffter  tfcfttxrf  the  Ama^i.  He  paffed  the  Dam/be  in  ^76,  wifh 
liis  e<EHHitrymen  driven  out  of  their  own  country  by  the 
Hunns,  and  ferved  with  great  reputation  in  the  war  between 
Ae Romans  and  'Goths,  which  lafterf  from  that  time  to  tlic 
^ar  3^2,  when  they  all  fubmitted  to  Thcpdoiius,  and  were 
allowed  jto  fettle  in  Thrace,  upon  condition  of  their  iirving 
in  ifhe  Roman  armies.     According  to  this  agreement,  they 
attonded  Thcodofrus  in  bis  ex:pcdition  againft  the  ufurper 
£iigemus ;  -on  whicii  occaGon  Alaric  commanded  n  body  of 

'*Idat.  p.'di.  e  Cfaud.  Cjont  Ifcnor.xv»'p.  55.  '  Sad<w. 

Car^  V.  p«  310.  1 2or,  p*  764. 
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fais  countrymen.  As  Theodofms  bad  preferred  hifiv  fo  iHI 
higher  rank^  he  was  diiTatisiied,  and,  even  threatened  to  r^ 
volt.  Rufinus  finding  him  thus  difpofed,  encouraged  hiiH 
by  his  emiflaries,  and  even  by  privately  conveying  to  him 
con fiderable  funis,  to  aflemble  as  many  Barbarians  as  he 
could,  and  with  them  lay  wade  the  Roman  provinces,  ai^ 
furing  him,  that  he  migbt  penetrate  as  far  as  Greece,  with- 
out the  leaft  oppofition  ^. 

Alaric,  thus  animated,  afiembled  a  numerous  army,  con- 
Cfting  chiefly  of  his  countrymen,  among  whom  ferved  a 
body  of  Hunns,  who  that  winter  had  pailed  the  Danube  on 
the  iee;  and,  entering  Pannonia,he  laid  wafte  that  province, 
and   afterwards  ravaged   Macedon  and  ThejGTaly.     When 
he  drew  near  the  famous  ftreights  of  Thermopylae,  Gcroiv- 
tius,  one  of  Rufinus's  creatures,  who  guarded  them,  with- 
drew, purfuant  to  the  orders  he  had  received  from  his  pa- 
tron, and  opened  a  free  pafT.ge  for  the  Barbarians  into 
Greece,  where  they  raged  with  incredible  fury,  rifling  the 
temples,  pillaging  the  cities,  and  committing  fuch  ravages 
and  devaftations,  as  were  feverely  felt  by  the  unhappy  in- 
habitants for  many  years  after,  Antiochus,  at  that  time  pro- 
conful  of  Achaia,  and  another  of  Rufinus's  creatures,  never 
offering  to  oppofe  them.     Thus  was  the  whole  country  \Kr 
tween  Dalmatia,  the  Adriatic  gulf,  and  the  Euxine  fea,  laid 
wafte,  and  the  city  of  Coiiftantinople  itfelf,  in  a  manner, 
befieged,  parties  of  the  Barbarians  advancing,  with  great 
boldnefs,  to  the  very  gates  of  that  metropolis*   Rufinus,  at- 
tired after  the  Gothic  manner>  went  out,  as   be   faid,  to 
treat  with  them,  and  was  received  by, the  Barbarians  with 
extraordinary  marks  of  efteem  ;  which  confirmed  the  fufpi- 
cion  moft  people  entertained  of  his  treachery. 

News  of  thefe  ravages  were  no  fooner  brought  to-StilichO| 
than  he  refolved  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Greece  ;  in  which 
undertaking  he  embarked  the  more  readily,  as  he  hoped  it 
would  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  ruining  his  rival  Rufi- 
nus, and  getting  the  whole  power  of  both  empires  into  bis 
own  hands.  Leaving  therefore  Gaul,  where  he  then  vwMJf 
he  fet  forward  with  all  the  Weftern  troops,  and  thofe  like- 
wife  of  the  Eaft,  that  had  been  left  in  the  Wefl  after  tb;^ 
defeat  of  Eygenius.  Hepafl!ed,  with  incredible  expeditioiif. 
the  Julian  Alps,  croflTed  Dalmatia,  and>  entering  Theffaly^ 
was  but  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  enemy's  ariny,  wh^n 
an  oflBcer  arrived  in  the  camp,  with  a  peremptory  otAti 
..  from  Arcadius  to  fend  him  forthwith  the  Oriental  trooftSi 

^  Claud,  in  Ruf*  lib.  ii.  p.  21,    Jornan.  Rer.  Gothi  cap.  S9,.pr6|r« 
Socfat*  lib*  yfii  cap.  10.  p.  346.    Zof.  p<  783* 
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tttct  return  with  the  reft  into  the  Weft.  Thb  order  Riifinu6  hut  if  t* 
Jiad  procured,   concludingi   that,  if  the  Barhs^rians  were  atredty 
^ercome  and  repreiTed,  the  ftorm  would  fall  upon  his  own  ^rcadiustt 
hcadi    However,  Stilicho,  not  daring. to  difobey  it,  fcnt  ^^^^wja 
back  the  troops  belonging  to  the  Eaftern  empire,  under  the 
condudt  of  one  Gainas,  by  birth  a  Gotb,  and  his  intimate 
Irieod)  and  returned  with  the  remainder  to  Italy,  leaving 
tbe  Goths  to  purfue  their  ravages  without  conftraint  ^  (G). 
Thus  the  Goths  continued  in  Greece^  and  the  other  Ro*^ 
man  provitices,  slli  the  year  395,  deftroying  all  with  fire 
and  fword,  and  fending  into  their  own  country  an  incre^ 
diUe  number  of  captives,  with  the  whole  wealth  of  the  ra^ 
vaged  provinces-. 

As  Alrcadius,  to  whom  thefi^  provinc^es  belonged,  fedmed  StiiuJio  n* 
entirely  to  neglcfk  them,  Stilicho,  pitying  the  condition  to  ^f^rtufthe 
Which  they  were  reduced,  fct  out  again  with  the  Weftern  ^'^^  *^  ' 
troops  to  relieve  theiti.     He  embarked  on  the  Adriatic  fea,  ' 

and)  landing  in  Peloponnefus,  cut  off  great  numbers  of  the 
Barbarians  in  feveral  encounters,  and  obliged  the  reft  to 
take  refuge  on  a  mountain  in  Arcadia,  named  Pholoe,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  Pifa.^    But,  after  he  had  inclofed  them  hutfugen 
on  all  fides,  and  even  turned  the  courfe  of  a  river  that  fup-  ^^!^^^  '• 
pUcd  them  with  water,  he  fufiered  them,  by  his  mifcon-  v^"^'* 
daft,  fays  Zofimus,  to  efcape,  and  withdraw  out  of  Pelo- 
ponnefus unmolefted,  and  to  »vage  Epirus  in  their  retreat^. 
He  then  returned  td  Italy,  permitting  his  foldiers  to  de- 
ftrof  and  carry  off  whatever  had  efcaped  the  avarice  and 
fury  of  the  Goths.     The  poet  Claudian  tells  us,  that  Stili^ 
cho  would  hate  put  Alaric  and  all  his  men  to  the  fword, 

1  Zof.  p»  781.    Claud,  in  KaC  lib.  ii.  p.  914.    Sof.  lib.  viii.  p.  754. 
^Zo£p.784,  783. 


(G)  St.  Jerom,  who  Wrote  at 
Aat  very  time,  tells  us,  thisit 
the  Athenians,  and  all  the  other 
wcki,  fubnoitted  to  the  Bar* 
bariani.  Claudian  names  the 
Athenians  .  among  thofe  who 
*we  earned  into  Captivity ;  and 
Eunapius  afcribes  to  the  ra._ 
^agcs  committed  by  Alaric  the 
Entire  fupprcflion  of  the  cere- 
njpmes,  religion,  and  faciHficcs 
?[  Ceres  and  Proferplne,  which 
W  continued  at  Athens  till  that 


time  Ct).  During  thefe  ravages 
feveral  phllofophers,  over-zeal- 
ous for  the  worihip  of  theit 
gods,  were  either  put  to  the 
^ord  by  the  Ooths,  or  died  of 
grief  in  feeing  their  myfleries 
defpiTed,  their  gods  trod  under 
foot,  and  their  altars  erafedi 
Among  the  former  were  Prote- 
rus,  Hilarius,  and  Prifcus,  a 
Celebrated  magician,  who  had 
been  one  of  the  emperor  Ju- 
lianV  chief  fiivourites* 


(1)  £anap«  cap.  5.  p.  74, 75* 
VoL.Xvn,  O 
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bad  ndt  Arcadius  taken  tbenl  imdier  his  prote£Hon»  and  cr^ 

dered  Stilicho  to  withdraw  his  troops  out  of  Greece^  a  pro*' 

▼ince  belonging  to  the  Eaflem  empire  ^     Arcadiiis  had^ 

doubtlcfs^  been  induced  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Bar* 

barians  by  the  esnuch  £utr6piu6y  who  bad  fucceeded  Rii» 

finus»  not  onljr  in  his  power  and  employnrents,  but  in  faia 

cruelty,  avarice,  and  other  deteftable  quaiiuea.   He  was  no 

lefajealoua  of  Stilicho'a  great  powef  than  h»  predeceflbr 

-had  been  \  and  therefoie,  to  rob  hrm  of  the  gbqr  of  deli- 

▼ering  the  empirC)  and  triumphing  over  thefiarbarians,  be 

perfuaded  the  emperor  to  conclude  a  peace  with  them,  and 

4Mder  Stilichoy   to  whom   he  muft  otherwife  haTe  bees 

highly  indebted,  to  leave  the  Barbarians,  aod  return  witb^ 

Jhtrit  prt-  his  forces  into  the  Weft.     Alarit  was  appointed,  by  Tlrtue 

ftrrtdhy     of  this  treaty,  commander  of  the  troops  in  Eaft  lilyricum^ 

Ar€mdms%   ^hich  comprifed  Greece  and  the  other  provinces  he  had 

laid  waRe.    Ciaudian  complains,  and  indeed  with   much 

reafon^  that  the  Barbarian,  who,  in  defiance  of  the  moft 

£icred  ties,  had  turned  bis  arma  againft  the  empire,  ibouid 

be  preferred  and  enciched,  and  the  perform  to  whom  the 

empire  owed  its  fafety,  ftripped  of  all  hia  faoscyura  and  re* 

duced  to  poverty  ;  for  Stilicho,  though  he  immediately  re- 

tired  with  his  t|oops  out  of  Greece,  purfuant  to  the  orden 

dndStiJUeho  of  Arcadius,  yet  that  prince  declared  him  a  public  enemy 

deelartda    ^y  ^he  fenwe  of  Conftantinople,  and  the  kinds  he  had  in  the 

^€mm.         "^^  ^  ^  feized  and  eonfifcatcd  *•    It  vfaa,  doubltefs,  after 

^         Afarric  bad  been  raided  to  this  dignity,  and  not  duTing  the 

War,  that,,  coming  te  Athens  with  a  fmaH  attendstnce,  he  was 

received  by  the  inhabitants,  as  we  find  in  Zofiinus"^  with  all 

poflible  marks  of  honour. 

About  three  years  after  this  paeifiearion,  new  difiurb- 

ances  were  raifed  in  the  Eaft  by  twa  Goths,  fnbjeds  of  the 

empire^  and  in  the  Roman  fervice,  called  Gainas  and  Tri- 

bigild,  of  whom  we  have  given  a  full  account  px  a  former 

t<dume« 

Mark       .     During  tbefe  difiwrbanices,  raifed  by  the  Gotha  in  the  Eaft, 

hreaki  tMia  -rfjfe  Weftera  provinces  were  alarmed  with  a  f*ddeti  irruptiott 

^^*         of  the  fame  Barbarians,  uiKter  the  condud  of  Alaric.     Ar- 

•cadkis,  as  we  have  before  related,  entered  into  a  treaty  with 

him,  and  appointed  him  cotnmander  in  chief  of  all  the  R^- 

man  forces  quartered  in  Eafli  lUyricum.    The  Goths,  wh© 

were  fubjeft  to  the  emprre,  created  him,  according  to  Jor- 

nandes  \  about  tlie  fame  time,  their  chief  and  general,  with 

the  titie  of  king  of  the  Viggoths.   He  was,  m  this  year  400, 

*  Oaud.  in  Eutrop^  lib,  H.  p.  it^.  «» Idem,  lib.  ii.  p.  130. 

m  Zof.  p.  784*  '.  7  }Ort,  £€!•  tf^%  sap.  a^*  p.  650.  &  Reg. 

cap.4VP.65^ 
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.^en  he  firft  entered  Italy,. general  of  thelllyrian  troops) 
whence  Tome  have  thought.be  made  that  irruption  by  order 
of  Arcadius,  and  as  his  general ;  for  there  never  was  a  cor- 
dial underftanding  between  Arcadius  and  his  brother  Hono« 
rius  :  but  it  is  not  probable,  that  Arcadius  ibould  choofe  tp 
make  war  upon  his  brother,  while  mofl  of  his  forces  were 
employed  againd  Tribigild  and  Gainas*  What  }ornand^8 
i'ays  feems  to  us  more  probable,  namely,  that  the  Goths,  de- 
fpiCng  both  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  and  difcontented  be* 
caufe  they  had  not  fent  them  the  ufual  prefents,  refolded  to 
make  war  on  the  empire,  in  order  to  enrich  themfelves  with 
the  fpoils  of  fo  many  wealthy  provinces;  and  with  this  view 
.it  was  that  they  chofe  Alaric  for  their  chief,  and  even  gave 
him  the  title  of  king.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  certain,  Vr.  of  Fl. 
that,  in  the  year  400,  the  Goths,  under  the  condufb  of  Ala-  *748 
ric,  made  an  incurfion  into  Italy,  and  committed  dreadful  ^^^' 

ravages,  laying  the  country  wafte  far  and  near,  and  carrying  //^  ^-^/,, 
.off  with  them  an  incredible  number  of  captives.   Two  years  eftters 
.after,  Alaric  entered  Italy  again,  and  ravaged,  without  con-  Ifaij^ 
troul,  the  provinces  of  Venetia  and  Liguria,  there  being 
then  no  army  to  oppofe  him.     The  emperor  Honorius, 
who  refided  at  Milan,  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  in  that  city, 
retired  to  Ravenna ;  which,  from  that  timci  became  the 
ufual  place  of  his  refidence. 

In  the  mean  while  Stilicho,  having  aflembled  a  body  of 
forces,  marched  againll  the  enemy,  whom  he  found  en* 
camped  at  PoUentia,  on  the  Tanaro,  in  Piedmont.  There 
the  two  armies  engaged;  but,  as  to  tbeiflue  of  the  battle» 
there  is  a  great  difagreement  among  authors.  The  wife  of 
Alaric,  with  his  children  and  daughters*in-Iaif(r,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Romans*;  a  circumfiance  which  be.  no 
fooner  learnt,  than  he  fent  deputies  to  Stilicho  to  fue  for 
peace;  which  was  readily  granted  him,  and  the  captives  fent 
oack,  upon  condition  of  his  marching  forthwith  out  of 
Italy,  rurfuant  to  this  agreement,  he  repafled  the  Po; 
but,  having  plundered  the  country  in  his  retreat,  Stilicho  Imt  h 
detached  a  ftrong  body  of  Barbarians  againft  him,  by  whom  ^^«<[  Mrf 
he  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  uke  refuge  among  the  h^f^^* 
mountains,  where  they  kept  him  blocked  up  till,  moft  of  his 
men  for  faking  him,  and  joining  the  Romans,  he  privately 
withdrew  in  the  night,  and  returned  through  by-ways  into 
Thrace^.  Three  years  after,  Radagaifus  invaded  Italy  with 
an  army  of  two  hundred  thoufand  Goths,  and  other  Barl^.* 
xians  dwelling  beyond  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine,  v^bo  were 

*  Orof.  lib.  vii.  cap.  37.  p.  isi.    Claud.  p«  x6o,  t6t.  k  Confol*  Ho« 
wr,  vi.  p.  i7S«a&3.    jorn«  Rer.  Ootb,  ca^.  30*  p*  653, 
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'  tKen  all  blended  under  the  rommon  name  of  Goths  V  t><it 
this  numerous  afmy  was  defeated  and  cut  in  pieces,  and 
Radagaifus  himfelf  taken  prtfoncr,  by  Stilicho,  affifted  by 
a  body  of  Hunns  and  Goths,  who  ferved  the  Romans  as 

'  auxiliaries,  under  the  command  of  Uldin  and  Sarns  ^. 

This  ftorm  was  fcarce  blown  over,  when  another  was 
raifed  by  Stilicho,  who,  in  order  to  kindle  a  war  between 
Arctdius  and  Honorius,  perfuaded  the  latter,  that  not  only 
Weft  Illyricum,  but  the  whole  province,  belonged  to  the 
Weftem  empire ;  he  even  prevailed  fo  far  upon  the  weak 

Srince  as  to  induce  him  to  appoint  Alaric  general  of  all  the 
loman  troops  in  Weft  Illyricum,  in  order  to  recover,  with 
them  and  his  own  Goths,  that  part  of  the  province  which 
he  pretended  to  be  unjaftly  with*held  from  him  by  his  bro- 
ther Arcadius.  Stilicho,  in  thus  fetting  the  two  brothers  at 
variance,  had  nothing  lefs  in  view  than  his  own  elevation 
to  tbe  empire  ;  for,  while  the  Goths  invaded  the  Eailem 
empire,  his  countrymen  the  Vandals,  and  their  allies,  wei'e 
to  make  an  irruption  into  the  Weftern  provinces,  and  there 
fecond  his  defign '«    At  the  fame  time  that  he  acquainted 
Alaric  with  his  promotion,  he  ordered  atronfiderable  fum  fo 
be  tranfmitted  to  him,  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  war; 
which  he  no  fooner  received  than,  leaving  Pannonia  and 
Dalmatia,  where  lands  had  been  granted  to  him  and  his 
Goths,  be  entered  Epirus,  then  belonging  to  the  Eaftem 
empire,  and  there  waited  for  orders  from  Stilicho  to  com- 
mence hoftilities.     But  while  that  general  was  upon  the 
point  of  felting  out  from  Ravenna  to  Join  him  with  the  Ro- 
man forces,  he  was  ftopped  by  letters  from  Arcadius,  ac* 
quainting  him  with  the  revolt  of  Conftantine  in  Britain, 
and,  by  a  falfe  report,  with  the  death  of  Alaric.     Alaric, 
after  having  long  continued  inadive  in  Epirus,  left  that 
,  country,  and,  dire£)ing  his  march  towards  Italy,  arrived 
at  ^mona,  now  Lanbach,  between  Upper  Pannonia  and 
if/^nk  «^-  Noricum.    He  continued  his  route,  and  paffing  the  river 
vaMWsm9  Aquila,  and  the  ftreights  of  the  mountains  that  bound  Pan- 
Nmcum*     tionia  on  that  fide,  where  an  handful  of  men  might  have 
ftopped  his  whole  army,   he  entered  Noricum  •.    From 
thence  he  difpatched  a  mefienger  to  Arcadius,  demanding 
a  fum  of  money  for  the  time  he  had  loft  in  Epirus,  and  tbe 
trouble  of  marching  his  troops  into  Noricum.    Upon  this 
demand,  thefenate  being  aflembled  (for  Honorius  was  then 
Ht  Rome),  Stilicho  pleaded  fo  warmly  in  his  favour,  that  it 
:  «iM«gre^  four  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  gold  fbould  be 

..  r^%t  p.  803;  t  Jdem,  lib.  v.  p.  Sex.    Sof.  p.  79ft,  793.  Phot. 

cap.  80.  p.  i8o»               •  Pbiioftorg.  libixii.  cup*  a*  p.  532.  Rutii* 

lib*  Ji«  p«  HI* '  ' 
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febi  faim :  but,  the  emperor  deferring  from  time  to  time  Hehefieg§^ 
the  parent  of  this  fum,  Alaric  entered  Italy,  and,  march*  Romei 
ing  ftrart  to  Rome,  laid.fiege  to  that  metrppolis.     In  a 
fliort  time,   he  reduced   it  to  fuch  ftraits,  that  the   un-  nvkichis 
happy  inhabitants,  affii^led  both  with  the  plague  and  i^r  ^*^*tmed 
mioe^  were  obliged  to  redeem  themfclves  with  an  immenfe  T*"'^  ^* 
ixtsi\  which  Alaric  no  fooner  received ,  than  he  raifed  the  /JH^ 
fiege,  and  retired  with  his  army  i^to  Hetruria. 

fiut  feon  after  this  retreat,  he  returned  to  Rome,  the  em-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
pcror  having  failed  to  execute  the  articles  of  the  treaty  be-      ^7  $6. 
tween  Alaric  and  the  Romans j  which  he  himfelf  had  ra-  ^'  ^'  ^^^* 
tified.    On  this  occafion,  the  Romans,  after  a  few  days     • 
fiege,  opened  their  gates  to  Alaric,  who  entered  the  city 
attended  by  a  fmatl  guard,  obliged  the  Romans  to  renounce 
their  allegiance  to  Honorius,    and  acknowlege  Attalus, 
then  prefe£):  of  Rome,  for  emperor.     Honorius  having,  in 
the  mean  time,  declared,  that  he  was  ready  to  comply  with 
the  terms  propofed  by  the  Goths«  Alaric  depofed  Attalus, 
and  leaving  Ronie,  approached  Ravenna,  where  the  em<- 
pcror  then  was,  in  order  to  put  the  laft  hand  to  the  treaty' 
of  accommodation ;  the  emperor  again  refufing  to  Comply 
with  the  terms  propofed  to  him,  Alaric  departed  in  great 
rage  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Ravenna,  and  marching 
back  to  Rome^  took  and  plundered  that  wealthy  metropolis.  ^^-  ^^  ^« 
Fiom  Rome  Alaric  advanced  into  Campania,  and  having  «  ^^^' 
ravaged  that  and  the  neighbouring  provinces  of  Lucai^ia,         '  ^'^* 
Samninm,  Apulia,  and  Calabria^  he  approached  the  ftreights  jUm 
of  Sicily,  with  a  defign  to  pafs  over  into  that  ifland,  and  takes  and 
thence  into  Africa;  but  he-  was  fcized  in  the  neighbour-  pi^^' 
hood  of  Rhegium  with  a  fit  of  illnefs,  of  which  he  died  in  ^**"^' 
a  few  days. 

The  Goths  chofe  Ataulphus  king  in  his  room ;  for  to  ^^^Jp^-^h 
Alaric,  as  we  have  obfcrved  above,  the  Goths  had  given  ^rtni/ades 
the  title  of  king  of  the  Vifigoths.     Ataulphus,  leaving  Italy  q^hL 
after  he  had  quite  drained  it  of  its  wealth,  marched  into 
Gaul,  and  there  reduced  the  cities  of  Narbonn^  and  Thou- 
teufc «.     He  afterwards  married  with  great  folemnity  Pla- 
^idia,  the  After  of  Honorius,  who  had  been  taken,  with 
^any  other  captives,  at  Rome,  and  treated,  both  by  Alaric 
and  him,  with  all  th6  refpe£t  due  to  her  rank  and  fex. 
After  this  marriage,  Ataulphus  feemed  very  defirous  of 
concluding  a  peace  with  Honorius,  and  turning  his  arms 
againft  the  Alans,  Vandals,  Suevians,  Burgundians,  Franks, 
and  other-barbarous  nations,  that  had  broken  into  Gaul ; 

«Oror.  lib.  ii.  cap.  19.  p.  164.   Socr.  lib.Vii.  cap.  xp.  p.  3f7«    Phi» 
Joftorg.  Ub.  xii.  c«p.  3.  p.  534-. 
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Yf'  of  FL  but  all  the  meafores  that  were  taken  by  hiiiiy  and  his  wife*- 

»7^3-       Placidia,  to  bring  about  an  accommodation,  being  defeated 

^^  ^'^'  by  Conftancius  ;ind  his  party,  who  bore  a  great  fway  at 

Bewtr  court,  the  war  was  renewed,  and  Ataulphus  eventually 

^ri-vift  out    obliged  to  retire  with  the  Goths  into  Spain,  where  he  was 

efGiiut,  ht  foon  after  aflaflinated.     Before  his  death,  he  intreated  hit 

mires  h      brother  to  fend  backPlacidia  to  the  Romans,  aad  live  'm 

^^h'^'h   *    fric^^l'bip  with  them }  but  the  Goths,   inftcad  of  his  bro* 

murdered,    ^^^^i  chofc  for  their  king  Sigerec,  or.  Sergeric,  brother  to 

Si     i    his  ^^^^^y  whom  Ataulphus  had  put  to  death.    Sigericwas 

r^ccejfor,      ^^  fooncr  proclaimed  king  of  the  Vifigoths  than,  to  rc- 

murdfred»    venge  the  death  of  his  brother,  be  caufed  the  fix  children 

Ataulphus  had  by  a  former  wife  to  be  inhumanly  put  to 

deaths     He  feemed  inclined  to  live  in  peace  and  amity 

with,  the  Romans,  and  defirous  of  being  employed  by  them 

in  driving  out  the  Vandals,  Alans,  and  Suevians,  who  bad 

entered  Spain  in  409,  and  in  the  fpace-  of  two  years  r^ 

duced  almoft  the  whole  country ;  but  he  was  aflaffinate4 

by  his  own  people  the  feventh  day  after  his  eledion,  peri 

baps  on  account  of  his  cruelty  to  the  children  of  bis  pr^ 

deceflbr  Ataulphus. 

In  his  room  was  chofen  Vallia,  after  he  had  caviedall 

thofe  to  be  flain  who  Rood  in  competition  with  him  fof 

the  crown.     As  the  chief  provinces  of  Spain  were  already 

poflefled  by  the  Vandals,  Alans,  and  Suevians,  be  refoWcd 

to  pafs  over  into  Africa,  and  attempt  the  reduSion  of  that 

country,  which  ftitl  continued  fubjedi  to  the  Romans;  but 

hit  fleet  being  (hipwrecked,  and  a  great  number  of  GotU 

yaVtM  em-  on  board  of  it  drowned,  he  not  only  concluded  a  peace* 

eludes  k      but  entered  into  an  alliance,  with  the  Romans,  upon  the 

f/jr^^       following  conditions  5  that  Placidia,  whom  the  cmpcrof 

had  promifed  to  Conftantius;  ihould  be  fent  back ;  that  the 

Goths  ihould  make  war  upon  the  Barbarians,  who  bad  v^ 

tied  in  Spain,  reftoring  the  Romans  to  the  places  and  Xtrt^ 

tories  they  fhouid  recover  out  of  their  hands ;  that,  oathc 

other  hand,  the  Romans  ihould  reward  the  Goths  w 

lands  within  the  empire,  and  fend  them  forthwith  fix  hon- 

dred  thoufand  meafures  of  corn.    Purfuant  to  this  agree* 

ment,  the  promifed  corn  was  immediately  fent  to  the  Gotn»i 

who  were  then  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  j  and  they  no  fooncif 

received  it,  than  Vallia  fent  back  Placidia  to  her  brother, 

and  began  to  make  the  neceflary  preparations  for  ^^^ 

fended  war  with  the  Barbarians  in  Spain  % 

« Jorn.  p.  655.    Phot  p.  i^a.    Qrof.  p.  9(^4.    Soa.  lib.  JX*  f*P*>' 
p.  8  X  I.       w  O'rof,  p.  124.    Philoftbrg.  lib.  xal.  cap*  4*  P*  iSt 
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'  An  alliance  bfiag  thus  concluded  between  tbc  RoiMns  Htifuccejf- 
tod  the  Golhs  in  Catajoni^^  Vallia,  vuithout  lofs  of  time,  fulwar 
fell  firft  on  the  Vandals  called  SiKagians,  who  had  fettled  '«?jf^ '/' 
b  Ba^tica,  or  Andalufia  ;  and  having »  in  feveral  fuccefsful      PJun 
«iicounter$«  cut  off  great  numbers  of  them,  obliged  tl?e  reft  ^  spMti, 
Xq  abandon  their  coiintry,  and  take^r ef age  am^ng  the  Atan« 
in  CqUiberia,  npw  ihe  kingdom  ttf  Arragon.    Agamft  thefe 
he  marobtd  next,  and  made  fuch  a  dreadful  havock  amongft 
that  nation>  that,  ti&eir  king  Ata  being  killed,  the  few  who 
remained,  indeed  of  chooiing  a  fucceiibr,  fled  for  pro-* 
K^ian  lo  Gonderie  kingcif  the  Vandals,  who  had  felled 
inGaUcia*«.   To  reward  ^hefe  eminent  fervices  of  Vallia  Yr.  ofFU 
and  his  Goths,  Honoriiia  beftowed  on  them  Aquitania  Se-*      a766* 
cunda,  comprifing  tbe  prefent  archbi(bopri<;k  of  Bourdeanxi  A*^*  4i*- 
and  fome  neighbouring  cities  \  to  which  was  added^  foon  tj       i 
aft^r,  NoTempopulania,  or  A^iuitania  Tertia,  including  the  io^"J't^ 
previncea  of  AncK  and  Gafcony  ^«     Vallia,  on  the  other  finle  im 
hand,  yielded  to  the  Romans,  not  only  the  country  he  had  Aquitak^ 
taken  from  the  Vandals  and  Alans,  but  likewife  Catalonia, 
vhich  the  GothiS  had  poflefled  ever  fince  their  entering 
Spaip,   under  the  condtt&  of  Atanlphus  their  fecond  king* 
Vallia  fixed  his  refid^nce  at  Thouloufe,  which  became,  and  ' 

continued  to  be,  for  the  fpace  of  eighty-eight  years,  the 
mctropotlis  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Vi&goths.  Vallia  died 
fooa  after  he  had  brought  his  Goths  back  into  Gaul,  in  the 
J^T  41B9  according  to  the  Chronicle  of  Idatins*,  having 
feigned  only  three  years-*.  Hq  left  behind  him  one  daugl^H 
ter,  married  to  Sneirian,  ,by  whom  ihe  had  the  famooa  Ri- 
cimor,  who  has  been  frequently  mentioaed  in  a  former 
volume. 

Vallia  wae  fncceededby  Theodoric,  who,  breaking  the  neodoric 
itlUance  which  his  predec^<^  had  concluded  with  the  tto*-  «ri>^'/ 
awns,  made  himfclf  mafter  of  fevcr^l  places  in  Gaul  be-  '^^^*^'^^ 
longing  to  them,  and  even  laid  fiege  to  Aries  ;  but  at  the  I^^^^^JitJ 
approach  of  Aetius,  he  abandoned  the  enterprtae,  and  re-  tht  i?«* 
turned  to  Thonloiife  ^»    He  made  peace  &>on  after  with  the  mans. 
Romans;  f^r  Sidonius  tells  us,  that  after  the  fiege  of  Aries, 
which  the  Goths  had  attcmpt49d  in  vam  to  reduce,  federal 
13auls  v^ere  delivered  up  to  them  as  homages,  and  among 
th^  reft  one  Theodorus,  who  was  nearly  related  to  Avitus, 
afterwards  ^mporoft .  He  adds,  diat  Avitus  went  to  vifit 
his  kinfman  at,  the  ootirt  of  Theedovie ;  en  which  occafioti 
.he  rejeftcd  the  great  offers  with  whtah  Theodoric  endea^ 
vourcd  to  engage  him  in  his  fervice  *.     After  this  tranfac^ 

*  Wat.  Chron.  ^  Sid,  cat.  it.  p.  300.  <i  Valef.  Hb.  iii.  p.'ii5* 

•W»t.  Chron.  p.  15.             »Iildoi-.  Chuoiu  ^ Profp.  Chron. 
*8iiCar*  vij.  p.  337» 
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tion,  the  Goths  continued  quiet  in  the  cenntiies  that  1^ 

been  allotted  them  in  Gaul,  for  the  fpace  of  ten  yearst  that 

is,  to  the  year  436,  when  the  Romans  being  engaged  in  a 

war  with  the  Burgundians,  Theodoric  availed  bimfelf  ci 

that  opportunity  to  enlarge  his  dominions.     Having,  theic^ 

|/#  kfinks    fore,  gained  pofiei&on  of  ieveral  cities,  he  at  length  laid 

^gMwitk  fiege  to  Narbonne )  but  the  Romans  having,  in  the  mean 

M#  K#*        time,  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Burgundians,  count  Li« 

toris  haftened  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  at  the  head  of  a  body 

of  auxiliary  Hunns^  and  falling  upon  the  Goths,  put  them 

topflight,  and  entered  the  city,  each  faorfeman  carryinjr with 

him  two  bufhels  of  corn }  which  proved  a  feafonable  relief  to 

the  inhabitants,  who  were  reduced)  by  the  long  fiegc,  to  the 

yitmoft  ertremity  *. 

The  Romans  purfued  the  war  againft  the  Goths  with 

equal  vigour  and  fuccefs.    In  438)  a  battle  was  fought|is 

which  Aetius,  who  commanded  the  Roman  forces,  cnt 

eight  thoufand  of  them  in  pieces.    In  the  following  year, 

Litorius,   who  commanded  the  auxiliary  Hunns,  gained 

grett  advantages  over  them,  and  even  laid  iiege  to  Tboa- 

]ou&,  their  capital.    Theodoric.  who  was  in  the  place^  feot 

feveral  biihopa  to  LitoriuS)  hoping,  by  their  mediation)  to 

prevail  upon  the  Roman  general  to  accept  the  advantageous 

terms  which  he  offered ;  but  Litorius,  who  thought  the 

Goths  were  reduced  to  the  lad  extremity*  openly  declariog 

that  he  would  hearken  to  no  propofals,  Theodoric  marched 

out  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  offered  him  battle  $  whicb 

he  not  declining,  both  armies  engaged  with  the  utmoft  fury* 

Viftory  continued  a  long  time  doubtful,  the  lofs  being 

equal  on  both  fides ;  but  Litorius  having  at  length  adnnced 

,        -     too  far  at  the  head  of  the  Hunns,  in  whofe  valour  he  cbirfj 

aniJi'     confided,  the  Goths»  making  a  defperate  efibrt,  ci^moft 

Jeafti^,  aad  of  them  in  pieces*  put  the  reft  to  flight,  and  baring  foj' 

fhjifg^      roupdcd  Litorius,  who  had  received  a  dangerous  wound> 

raijf^  by     took  bib  alive,  and  carried  him»  with  his  hands  tied  behind 

"^hiofiont.    jjin,^  i„jp  jjje  j,jjy^  ^j^j^jj  Yie  hoped  to  enter  that  very  daf 

in  triumph.     Theodoric  expofed  him  for  fome  time  to  the 

infults  and  outrages  of  the  populace  and  children,  and  then 

.  ordered  him  to  be  thrown  into  the  public  prifoni  wherej 

.  after  he  had  under|[one  inexpreflible  hardfliipSi  he  ^^^ 

.  the  king's  mandate,  put  to  death  •.     After  this  vi£lory,  toe 

Goths  might  have  extended  their  conquefts  to  the  Rhone i 

and  this  iclplution  they  had  taken|  apcprding  to  gidon*"^! 

4  Profp.  Chrop.    Valef.  Ren  Franc,  lib.  KJ,  p.  1  J«*       ..  *  ^[fj! 
'  Tpr.  Hitt.  Franc;  Jib.  ii,  cap.  47.  p.  Si.  SaWian.  Gub,  lib.yU'  P*  ^"^ 
IfJat.  p.  .?.    Sid.  p.  }jt?. 
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AatiaS)  who  at  that  time  bad  neither  men  nor  money)  be* 
iag  unable  to  oppofe  them.  However,  Theodoric,  at  the 
requeft  of  Avitas,  then  prefe£l  of  Gaul,  readily  hearkened 
to  the  propofals  that  were  made  to  him,  and  concluded  a 
peace  with  the  Romans  on  the  fame  terms  he  had  offered 
them  before  the  battle. 

•  In  the  year  453,  Theodoric  engaging  in  an  alliance  with  Yr.  of  F!. 
the  Romans,  affifted  them  powerfully  againft  the  Hunns   *  *5f  ** 
who  had  entered  Gaul,  and  heading  his  own  troops  in  per-     '     '  ^^^* 
fen,  diftinguiihed  himfeif  in  the  famous  battle  of  Chalons  \  j^g  j,  ^^/^^ 
bat  falling  unluckily  from  his  horfe,  he  was,  according  to  iu  the  bat* 
feme  authors,  trod  to  death  by  his  own  people,  who  did  not  '^  ^ 
know  him.     If  we  credit  others,   he  was  killed  by  a  Goth,  CAaions* 
named  Andagus,  who  ferved  under  Attila,  and  wa^  de* 
fcended  from  the  royal  family  of  the  Amali.     He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  bis  fon  Thorifmund,  who  had  fought  under  hi^ 
father,  and  had  been  wounded  in  the  fame  battle.     T[\6 
y^ung  prince  was  inclined  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  fa* 
tbeifon  the  Hunns,  and  to  attack  Attila  in  his  camp  ;  but 
Aetius,  fearing  the  Hunns,  whom  he  confidered  as  a  check 
upon  the  Goths  and  Franks,  might  be  thus  entirely  cut  off, 
artfully  advifed  him  to  return  home,  left  his  brothers  (hduld 
raife  difturbances  during  his  abfence,  and,  feizing  on  the 
royal  treafure^,  give  rife  to  a  civil  war.    Thorifmund  foU 
lowed  his  advice,  and  returning  with  his  troops  to  Thou- 
loufe,  was  there  received  as  king  with  the  greateft  demon- 
ftrations  of  joy  ^    Being  foon  after  apprifed  of  the  deceit-  ^^if,    * 
ful  advice  given  him  by  Aetius,  he  broke  the  alliance  he  m««</,  kh 
had  made  with  the  Romans,  and  laid  (iege  to  Aries;  butT^'^^^''* 
^8  prevailed  upon  by  Ferreolus,  prefe£l  of  Gaul,  to  drop  ^^^^l\^ 
Aat  enterprise,  and  retire  «.  Komanu 

In  the  coqrfe  of  the  fame  year  Thorifmund  had  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  revenging,  on  the  Huntis,  the  death 
of  his  father ;  for  Attila  having  again  invaded  Gaul,  with 
a  deiign  to  make  war  upon  the  Alans,  neighbours  of  the 
Vifigoths,  and,  by  reducing  them,  get  footing  in  Gaul, 
Thorifmund  joined   the   Alans  with  all   his   forces,   en- 
gaged Attila,  and  having  gained  a  complete  vidory,  ob-  "^^ff^i 
liged  him  to  return  with  ifaame  and  difgrace  into  his  own  ^^^ 
country.     Gregory  of  Tours  tells  us,  that  he  overcame  and 
fubdued  the  Alcmans  and  the  Alans'^.     It  appears  from 
Sidonius,  that  his  dominions  extended  to  the  Rhone  ^ ;  that  Extends  hU 
writer  fiyles  him  the  haughty  and  untra£table  king  of  Go-  d^minwu. 

jj"  Jorn.  Rer.  Gotb.  cap.  41.  p.  671.  t  indor.Chron.  p.  71$, 

J™P.  p.  54.  «»  Gttg.  Tur.  Rer.  Franc,  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  p.  177. 

f  Old.  lib.  yii.  epift,  %^^  P«  »9^ 
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thU ;  for  in  bis  whole  conda£):  be  betrayed  great  prid^  mi 

:irrogance9  was  incapable  of  living  himfelf,  or  fufferiog 

others  to  live,  in  peace,  and  feemed  to  delight  in  nothing 

but  wars  and  flaughter.     On  the  other  hand,  his  brothers 

Theodoric,  Frederic,  Turic  or  rather  Euiic,  Rotemeri  and 

Himnarit,  were  kicUned  to  a  ftate  of  tranquility ;  and  this 

difference  of  difpoiitioa  occaConed  daily  quarrels  between 

them  and  the  king.    At  length  his  brothers,  Theodoric  and 

Frederic,  finding  they  could  by  iio  other  means  divert  him 

from  engaging  in  new  wars,  refolved  to  difpatch  hini»  Be^ 

ing  therefore  one  day  let  blood  on  account  of  fome  flight 

indifpoGtion,  while  bis  vein  was  dill  ppen,  one  of  his<ifi'* 

cers,  named  Afcaleiu,  having  firft  removed  privately  hit 

aims,  cried  aloud,  that  aflanins  were  coming  in  to  murder 

the  king)  and  at  the  fame  time  threw  himfelf  upon  him 

with  feveral  others*     Thorifmund,  miffing  his  we9pon8| 

with  the  only  arm  he  had  free  laid  hcdd  of  a  footftool,  ao4 

with  it  difpatched  fome  of  the  confpiraiors  \  but  was  in  the 

end  overpowered  and  flain  ^« 

fy^^it        Thorifmund  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Theodoric»  % 

a.        prince,  according  to  Sidonius  ',  whom  he  honoured  with 

bis  intimacy,  of  uncommon  parts,  and  great  aecomplilh* 

ments,  but  in  point  of  religion  a  mere  hypocrite.    The 

fame  writer  calls  him  elfewhere  a  martial  prince,  who  eves 

furpafled  his  illuftHous  parent,  the  glory  of  the  Gothic  ni* 

mfriin^  to  tion,  and  the  fupport  of  the  Roman  empire,  now  unabk  tp 

€k4fLmi¥»4^  maintain  itfelf  without  the  afliilance  of  the  Barbarians) 

whom  the  Romans  had  fo  often  overcome.    He  was  a  mas 

of  fome  learning,  and  well  verfed  in  the  Latin  poets*   1a 

the  beginning  of  his  reign  he  not  only  concluded  a  peace* 

but  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  Roroans>  fending  h» 

brother  Frederic,  with  a  chofen  body  of  troops  into  SpaiOt 

to  make  war  upon  the  Bagaudae,  who  had  expelled  theRo- 

mans,  and  feized  on  great  part  of  Hifpania  TarraconeDU|< 

Frederic  recovered  feveral  places  out  of  their  bands,  which 

he  reftored  to  the  Romans  '■.    However,  in  the  year  Mt 

the  emperor  Maximus,  apprehending  that  Theodoric  de- 

*  figned  to  break  with  the  empire,  fent  Avitus,  who  wa* 

greatly  efteemed  and  refpe£ted  by  the  Goths,  to  the  court 

of  Thouloufe,  to  divert  his  defign.    Avitus  was  rcceivco 

.hy  the  king  with  the  greateft  marks  of  friendibip  and  cftec*?! 

and  the  peace  between  the  two  nations  confirmed :  hutm 

,   the  mean  time  Maximus  dying,  Theodoric  prcfled  A^itW 

teafiume  the  fovereignty,  promifing  to  affift  him  to  the Uf 

fc  Jom.  Rer.  Goth.  cap.  36,  p.  (fi,  66|«       i  Sid.  ep*  vii.  P*  **^* 
«    »  t^tp,  p.  |a  * 
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mo&  d(  fait  pbwer.    Avitus,  encouraged  with  this  promifcj  Cawfis  Jh  ^ 
{offered  himfclf  to  be  proclaimed  emperor  by  the  Goths  at  nfituttpift  '< 
Tbotxkmfcy  on  the  tenth  of  July ;  and  was,  on  the  eighth  pfoclmmtd 
of  Augoft,  acknowleged  and  proclaimed  again  at  Aries  ^T*<rk^jL^ 
the  Homan  foldiery,  and  all  the  perfons  of  diftinfbion  in      "■•"»■• 
GaiiL     ThcodcR'ie  repaired  immediately  to  Aries,  to  con« 
gratulate  the  new  prince  on  bis  acceffion  to  the  empire,  and 
was  received  by  him  as>an  ally  to  whom,  he  was  chiefly  in- 
debted for  thfe .  dignity  he  enjoyed  "• 

In  the  following  year  the  Suevians,  taking  advantage  of  rhiSuf^ 
the  confiiiion  which  the  aifaffinatian  of  Valentinian  III.  'uiam  pilm 
indMaximus  had  prodoced  in  the  empire,  over-<ran  and  ^^i*^^ 
pilhged  the  province  of  Carthagena,  with  a  defign  to  drive  ^cJl^^f^t  , 
the  Romans  quite  out  of  Spain.     Avitus  difpatched  count  gg^uh 
Fronto  to  Requiarius,  their  king,  reminding  him  of  the 
treaties  concluded  between  hhn  and  the  Romans  :  Theo- 
done  likewife  interpofed  his  good  offices,  conjuring  Re« 
quiarius,  who  had  married  his  fifler,  not  to  diflurb  the  pub<* 
fie  tranquility  %  and  at  the  fame  time  acquainting  him  with 
the  engagements  whieh  he  had  entered  into  with  Avitus  *. 
What  atifwer  Requiarius  returned  to  the  ambafiadors  our 
hiftorian  dbes  not  inform  us ;  but  he  had  no  fooner  difmified 
them  than,  aflembiing  his  forces,  he  entered  the  province 
pf  Tarraco,  which  then  belonged  to  the  Romans,  and  there 
eommitted  unheard-of  ravages,  without  any  regard  to  the 
faith  of  treaties,  or  the  diSates  of  jnftice.    Theodoric  fent 
him  a  fecond  embaffy,  to  which  he  anfwered,  with  great 
haoghtinefs,  that  he  did  not  underftand  why  the  king  of 
the  Goths  fhould  concern  himfelf  with  his  afi^irs ;  that  if 
he  was  difpleafed  with  his  condu£^,  he  would  foon  give  him 
an  account  of  it  at  Thouloufe.    Theodoric,  piqued  at  this 
anfwer,  began  to  prepare  for  war ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
Requiarius,  entering  again  the  province  of  Tarraco,  laid  it 
yn&t  far  and  near,  carrying  with  him  into  Galicia  a  great 
number  of  captives. 

Theodoric,  having  concluded'a  peace  with  all  his  neigh-  Make^w0^ 
hours,  left  bis  own  dominions,  and  with  the  confent  and  upon  the 
approbation  of  Avitus,  entered  Spain  at  the  head  of  a  nu-  f*5;wV8ff/ 
onerous  army,  confifting  of  Goths  and  Burgundians ;  the  **  **  •  ' 
latter,  whom  he  had  called  to  his  afiiftance,  being  com- 
manded by  their  king  Hilperic  or  Chilperic.     Requiarius 
nict  him  about  twelve  miles  from  Aflorga  on  the  Urbicus, 
Pow  the  Orbegua  ;  a  battle  enfued,  in  which  the  Suevians 
Vtrc  coiiipletely  defeated,  and  their  king,  who  was  dan- 

^  Sid.  p.  349.    id^t.  Chfoo*    Buch.  B^lg.  p.  5*3«  *  Jorn- 

«^4i.p,  ^^7^ 
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Tskgs  their  gc'roufiy  wounded,  obliged  to  fly  for  ihelter  to  the  ffioft  diC' 
khigpri'     tant  corner  of  Galicia  p.     This  batde  was  fotigfac  on  the 
J^*  f*'   fifth  of  0£lobcr.     Thcodoric,  purfuing  the  fugitires,  en- 
^dmT     ^^^^^  Braga  on  a  Sunday,  the  twenty«eig^th  of  the  iame 
month,  and  gave  it  ap  to  be  plundered  by  his  (bldiers,  who 
abftained  from  flaughtc'r,  and  ipared  the  fiicred  Yirgins,'  but 
committed  all  other  outrages  t.   Requiarius  had  retired  to  a 
place  called  Fortucal,  thoughtto  be  the  prefent  city  of  Porto, 
on  the  Dauno ;  and  from  thence  attempted  to  make  his 
efcape  by  fea  ;  but  being  driven  back  by  a  ftorm,  he  was 
taken  and  delivered  up  to  Theodoric,  who  kept  him  under 
clofe  confinement  till  December,  and  then  ondered  him  to 
tf€9<vers     be  put  to  death.    The  Suevians,  difheartened  by  the  capti- 
^  Jfviral       ^jiy  ^f  jjjgj,  y^g^  2jjj  deftitute  of  a  leader,  were  moft  of 
^omthl'    them  either  taken  prifoners,  or  put  to  the  fword  ;  though 
SuenHMsi   Theodoric  had  ftriAly  enjoined  his  men  to  fpare  all  who 
laid  down  their  arms,  and  fubmitted.     Thus  was  the  power 
of  the  Suerians  reduced  by  the  Gdths  to  the  loweft  ebb» 
^^*  *'    The  king  of  the  ViHgotbs,  appropriating  to  himfelf  the 
countries  he  had  taken  from  the  Suevians,  appointed  A- 
quiulphus  to  govern  them.     Aquiulphus»  or,  as  others  calf 
him,  Acliulphus,  was  not  a  Goth,  but  born  in.the  country 
of  the  Warnt,  who  are  thought  to  have  pafled  about  this 
time  from  Lower  Saxony  into  Frifia  and  Holland.      He, 
therefore,  without  any  regard  to  the  moft  facred  ties,  aban* 
doned  the  Goths,  and  retiring  into  Galicia,  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  Suevians  to  acknowlege  him  for  their  king; 
but  a  powerful  army  being  fcnt  againft  him  by  Theodoric, 
he  was  defeated  in  battle,  taken,  and  beheaded.    The  Sue* 
vians,  who  had  retired  to  Galicia,  were  no  fooner  certified 
of  their  king's  death,  than  they  chofe  one  of  their  own  na^ 
tion,  named  Matdra,  in  his  room, 
yr.  of  Fl.      Theodoric,  having  almoft  entirely  reduced  the  Suevians 
S805.      in  Galicia,  paiTed  from  thence  into  Lufitania,  and  there, 
A.  D.  4S7«  after  having  laid  in  aflies  fcveral  cities  and  villages,  befieged 
Waters  l.u-  ^^^  tookMerida  the  metropolis  of  that  province ;  but  was, 
ftan'ta,  and  as  we  are  told  ',  deterred  from  plundering  it  by  fome  pro* 
reduces  fe^  digics  that  happened.    He  continued  at  Merida  till  Eafter, 
nurMpla    which  this  year,  457,  fell  on  the  tkirty^^firft  of  March; 
e§s  then,     ^^en,  receiving  fome  difagreeable  tidings  from  Gaul,  he 
returned  in  great  hafte  to  Touloufe.    However,  he  left  io 
Spain  a  body  of  troops,  compoCed  of  difierent  nations,  ^i^h 
orders  to  reduce  the  Suevians  in  Galicia,  who  had  not  yet 
fubniitted  to  the  Goths.    Thefe  forces,  on  their  march  be* 
ing  admitted  as  friends  into  the  city  of  Aftorga,  poflefled 
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by  the  Romans,  fell  %nexpededly  upon  the  iiiliabitants, 
pat  great   numbers  of  them  to  the  fword,  let  fire  to  the 
city  after  they  had  plundered  it ;   and,  having  ravaged  the 
neighboaring  country,  purfucd  their  march,  carrying  with     • 
them  air  immenfe  booty,  and  a  great  many  captives,  ;?mong 
whom  were  fcveral  ecclefiaftics,  and  two  bifhops.    We  are 
told,  that  they  had  expreft  orders  from  Theodoric  to  ad  in 
this  manner.     The  city  of  Palcntia  met  with  the  fame  fate  ;       , 
but  the  caftle  of  Coviac,  about  thirty  miles  from  Aftorga, 
making  a  vigorous  refiftance,  the  Goths,  after  feveral  un- 
fitficefsful   attempts,  in  which  they  loft  great  numbers  of 
their  men,  abandoned  the  enterprize,  and  returned  to  Gaul  *. 
Theodoric,  though  thus  engaged  in  the  war  with  the  Sue^ 
vians,  broke  at  the  fame  time,  upon  what  provocation  we 
know  not,  with  the  Romans,  and,  taking  unexpeAedly  the 
field,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  cities  in  Gaul  belong- 
ing to  them  :    but   Majorianus,  who  was  then   at   Aries,  /^  dtfemttd 
inarching  againft  him  with  what  troops  he  could  aflemble,  ^  ^«^- 
defeated  him  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  obliged  him  to  fuc  '''***^* 
for  peace ;  which  was  readily  granted  him,  upon  his  pro- 
mifing  to  afiift  the  Romans  againft  the  Suevians  and  Van- 
dals * :  but  Majorianus  dying  foon  after,  Theodoric  thought 
himfelf  no  longer  obliged  to   maintain  the  peace  that  had 
been  concluded  with  him  5  and  therefore  reduced  feveral  jj^  f^^^g ' 
places  in  Gaul  belonging  to  the  Romans,  among  the  reft  iVar^A;gy . 
Narbonne,  which  was  betrayed  to  him  by  one  Agrippina. 
From  Narbonne  he  marched  to  Aries ,  which  he  inverted, 
but  was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  by  iEgidius,  a  native  of 
Gaql,  whom  Severus,  the  fucceflbr  of  Majorianus,  had  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  of  the  Roman  forces  in  that 
country  *.     Next  year  ^gidius  gained  a  Ggnal  viflory  over  but  isde- 
the  Goths  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Orleans.     In  this  battle  feated  by 
great  numbers  of  the  Goths  were  flain,  and,  among  the  reft,  ^gi^^us. 
Frederic,  the   king's  brother,  who  commanded  in  chief. 
The  Goths  being  overcome  and  difperfed,  iEgidius  laid 
fiege  to  Chinon  in  Touraine ;  but  the  vigorous  refiftance 
he  met  with  obliged  him  to  drop  the  enterprize,  and  re- 
tire \     The  Goths  ^net  with  better  fuccefs  in  Spain  than  in  The  Goths 
Gaul;  for  Idatius  fpcaks  of  them  at  this  time  as  maftcrs  of  tnafimtf 
the  whole  country,  except  part  of  Calicia,  which  was  ftlll  '^'^''^^^ 
poffeffed  by  the  Suevians ;  and  the  provinces  of  Tarraco  ^I^^ 
and  Carthagena,  which  belonged  to  the  Romans,  and  were 
governed  by  a  duke  ;  for  in  465  a  Roman,  named  Vinccn- 
tiu8,  refided  at  Tarraco  with  that  title.    The  provinces  fub- 
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]cGi  to  the  Gotbs  were  governed  by  the  generals  Siuiierk 
and  Nepotianus,  the  former  a  Goth^  and  the  latter  a  natire 
^f  LanguedoCi  which  was  fubje£L  to  the  Goths. 

In  the  year  464  died  JEgidius,  and  upon  his  death  the 
Goths,  fays  Idatius,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  far 
greater  part  of  Gaul:  but  he  is  in  this  refpedl  certainly 
miftaken  ;  for  Berri^  Sens^  and  Aavergne»  ftill  belonged  to 
the  Romans  in  472.     Syagrius  the  fon  of  ^gidius  was 
mafter  of  SoiiTonSy  and  its  territory  ^ ;  Childeric  king  of 
the  Burgundians  reduced  the  city  of  Paris*  after  a  fiege  of 
many  years  *.    The  Franks  were  matters  of  the  countries 
bordering  on  the  Rhine;  the  Saxons,  of  Nantes  andBayeux; 
and  the  Britons,  who  had  been  expelled  by  the  Angles,  pof- 
feiTed  of  Vcnnes  and  Trequier*.     Next  year  Theodoric, 
more  anxious  of  making  acquifitlons  in  Gaul  than  in  Spain, 
came  to  an  agreement  with  Remifmund  king  of  the  Sue- 
Sh^thrit    vian^  }  but  before  he  could  put  his  ambitious  defigns  in  ex- 
wutr^rtd*    ecution,  he  was  taken  off  by  the  fame  crime  that  had  raifed 
him  to  the  throne,  being  affaffinated  by  his  brother  Euric, 
after  he  had  reigned  thirteen  years  ^*    Jornandcs,  ever  fa- 
vourable to  the  Goths,  only  writes,  that  the  joy  Euric  be* 
trayed  on  this  occafion,  induced  fome  to  tnxagine,  that  he 
had  been  acceffary  to  the  death  of  his  brother  ^. 
Yr.  of  FK      As  foon  as  Euric,  called  alfo  Eoric^  Evarix,  and  Euthoric, 
«*>♦•       had  afcended  the  throne,  be  difpatched  ambafladors  to  Ijco 
A.  D.  4<6*  cmperorof  the  Eaft,  to  Remifmund  king  of  the  Sueviaw, 
jg^^^         and  to  Genferic  king  of  the  Vandals.     Immediately  after 
Remifmund  heard  the  ambaffadors,  be  fent  others  to  Euric, 
to  the  emperor,  and  to  the  ting  of  the  Vandals;  but  what 
was  the  fubjefk  of  fo  many  embaflles,  our  hiftorian  has  not 
thought  fit  to  explain.     All  we  know  is,  that  the  ambafla- 
dors fent  by  Euric  to  the  king  of  the  Vandals,  hearing  that 
the  Romans  were  making  uncommon  preparations  to  at- 
tack that  peoplCf  returned  in  great  hafte  to  Touloufe ;  and 
that  Remifmund,  upon  the  departure  of  Euric's  ambaifa- 
dors,  recalled,  and  incorporated  into  one  body,  the  troops 
he  had  fent  out  in  fmall  parties  to  ravage  the  country* 
Tbefe  people  were,  perhaps*  negotiating  an  alliance  among 
f^t         themfelves  againft  the  common  enemy  the  Romans.  Be  that 
^amptiwa  as  it  may,  Euric,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  committed  great 
^.£«r«-   j^^agcg  in  Lufitania \  and,  having  reduced  the  cities  of  Pam- 
'^^*  pelona  and  Saragofa,  made  himfelf  mader  of  Upper  Spain. 

in  the  following  year  Remifmund,  having  entered  Luiita- 
nia,  took  Coimbra,  made  himfelf  nufier  of  feveral  other 
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^laceSf  tnct  ravaged  the  coutitry,  committing  every  wliere 
liorrid  cruelties.    The  natives  thus  baraiTed,  had  recourfe 
to  the  Viiigotbs.    They  fent  a  folemn  embalTy,  at  the  head 
of  which  was  one  Opiiio,  to  implore  the  protediion  of  Eu- 
tic,  who  readily  interpofed  his  good  offices  \  but,  it  feems^ 
^  no  efFe£t;  for  Remifmund^  upon  the  departure  of  the 
ambaflkdor»  fent  to  him  by  Euric,  plundered  the  cky  of 
Coimbra,  deftroyed  feveral  boufes,  with  part  of  the  wails, 
and  carried  fetch  inhabitants^  as  had  not  the  good  fortune 
to  make  their  efcape,  into  captivity  ^.     Euric  having  made 
bimfelf  mafter  of  Pampelona  and  Csefar-Augufta,  or  Sara- 
gofa,  as  we  have  before  related 9  Tarraco  with  its  territory 
was  the  only  place  held  now  in  Spain  by  the  Romans. 
That  city  Euric  befiged  in  468,  the  fecond  of  the  emperor  Yr.  of  Fl» 
Antbemius's  reign,  and  having,  after  a  long  fiege^  reduced      %%46. 
k,  levelled  it  with  the  ground.    Thus  were  the  Romans  A.  D.  461. 
liriven  quite  out  of  Spain,  and  a  period  put  to  their  empire  "TT       7* 
there,  after  they  had  been  at  leaft  feven  hundred  years  maf-  j^^^ 
ters  of  that  country.     All  thofe  provinces,  except  Galicia,  q^uu  out  $/ 
and  part  of  Lufitania,  which  were  fubfe£l  to  the  Suevians,  S^mm^ 
acknowleged  Euric  for  their  king,  who,  refiding  at  Touloufe, 
governed  them  by  his  lieutenants. 

Euricy  not  fatisfied  with  the  conquefts  be  bad  made  in 
Spain,  refolved  to  extend  his  dominions  Ukewife  in  Gaul. 
With  this  view  he  began  to  collect  his  forces,  and  make 
other  RHlitary  preparations ;  which  the  emperor  Anthe- 
mias  no  fooner  learnt,  than  he  wrote  to  Riotham  king  of 
die  Britons,  who  bad  fettled  on  the  Loire,  preflfing  him  to 
join  the  Romans  againft  the  common  enemy  ;  for  xhe  Bri- 
tons were  greatly  attached  to  the  Roman  iiKereft.     Riotham 
Kadily  con»plied  with  the  emperor's  requeft,  and,  having 
afiembled  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  marched  at  the 
head  of  them  to  Bourges^  and  from  thence  tb  Bourgdeolson 
the  Indre,  in  the  province  of  Berri ;  but  being  there  met  Defeats 
by  Eufic,  he  was  defeated  by  the  Goths  with  great  lofs,  the  Bri* 
and  obliged  to  abandon  that  province,  and  take  refuge  ^^'* 
Aniottg  the  Burgundians,  the  friends  ami  allies  of  the  Ro^ 
>nans  *•    The  war  between  the  Romans  and  Goths  con- 
tinued all  this  and  the  following  year:  but  the  authors, 
^0  fpeak  of  that  war,  without  defending  to  particulars, 
only  tdl  us,  that  the  Goths  gained  great  advantages  over 
the  Romans,  and  in  the  end  made  thcmfeWes  mailers  of  Makes 
*c  provinces  of  Berri  and  Gevaudan  ^,  the  inhabitants,  who  him/elf 
^re  greatly  opprcficd  by  the  Roman  officers,  efpecially  by  ^^-^^•'^  ?{^ 
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SeronatilS)  governor  of  Gaul)  preferring  to  live  wider  tk^ 
Ootbs  rather  than  the  Romans  <,  or,  as  Salvianus  exprefles 
it,  choofins  rather  to  be  free  under  the  appearance  of  fl^ 
^tvfi  than  oe  treated  like  Haves  under  the  appearance  of 
liberty  \ 

In  473  ^  peace  was  concluded ;  but  Anthemius  being 
stflaffinated  by  Rtcimer,  and  Olybrius  proclaimed  emperor 
in  his  room,  Euric,  taking  advantage  of  the  weak  and  dif- 
tra£led  ftate  of  the  empire,  renewed  the  war,  hoping  to 
drive  the  Romans  quite  out  of  Gaul,  as  he  had  expelled 
them  before  out  of  Spain.  Auvergne  was  the  only  pro« 
vince  they  ftill  held  in  Aquitania  Prima,  lying  between  the 
ocean,  the  Rhone,  and  the  Loire ;  and  into  this  province 
Euric  entered,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  474,  but  met  with  a  vigorous  reGftance 
from  the  inhabitants,  who,  without  the  aififtance  of  any 
regular  troops,  gained  fome  confiderable  advantoges  over 
]ifjuges  ^he  enemy.  In  the  end  he  laid  fiege  to  Clermont,  and  con- 
CItrmami  tinued  before  that  place,  without  being  able  to  reduce  if, 
till  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  obliged  htm  to  retire.  As  he 
feemed  refolved  to  renew  the  fiege  early  in  the  fpring,  Ne- 
pos,  who  had  fucceeded  Olybrius  in  the  empire,  thinking 
he  could  better  fecure  by  treaty  than  by  arms,  what  he  ftill 
poflefTed  In  Gaul,  difpatched  the  quseftor,  Lictnianus,  witk 
the  chara£ler  of  ambaHador,  to  Euric,  in  order  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  with  that  prince.  Euric  received  him  in 
a  very  obliging  manner,  and  feveral  conferences  were  heW^ 
at  which  fome  bi(hops  of  Provence  were  allowed  to  aiBft  5 
fuch  as  Leontius  bifliop  of  Aries,  Fauftusof  Rie2,  Grecus 
of  Marfeilles,  and  BafiHus  of  Aix.  To  fiafillus,  Sidonius^ 
then  bifliop  of  Clermont,  wrote  a  letter,  recommending  to 
him  the  intereft  of  the  catholic  religion,  and  begging  he 
would  take  care,  that  by  the  treaty  the  catholics  fiiould  be 
allowed  to  ordain  bifliops  for  the  vacant  churches  in  the 
countries  fubjeft  to  the  Goths.  For  the  Goths  held  the 
dodirine  of  Arius,  and  Euric,  a  profefied  enemy  to  the  ca- 
tholics, would  not  allow  them  to  appoint  new  bi(bops  in 
the  room  of  thofe  who  died  ;  hence  it  arofe  that  nine.epif- 
copal  fees  were  at  that  time  vacant  ^  A  report  being  fpread, 
which  proved  afterwards  true,  that  a  treaty  was  upon  the 
point  of  being  concluded  between  the  Romans  and  Goths, 
111  virtue  of  which  Auvergne  was  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Goths,  Sidonius,  who  was  bifliop  of  Clermont  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  a  zealous  defender  of.  the  orthodox  faith,  wrote 
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i  alettcf  to  Grecus,  bifliop  of  Marfeillcs^  conjuniig  him  hot 
tt) agree  to  fo  (hameful  an  article;  and  airuringhim,  that  the 
inhabitants  were  ready  to  undergo  the  grcateft  hardfliips 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  Goths,  who,  mindful  of  the  vi- 
gorous refiftance  they  had  often  met  with  from  them,  would 
treat  them  more  like  criminals  than  flaves.  He  concludes' 
by  earneftly  begging,  that  if  the  country  was  to  be  yielded 
to  the  Goths,  the  inhabitants  might  be  allowed  to  retire, 
and  fome  place  allotted  to  them  within  the  limits  of  the  em- 
pire. However,  the  treaty  was  concluded,  and  Auvergne  Auvergm 
delivered  up  to  Euric,  though  he  would  not  confent'to  the  yielded  to 

ordainine  of  catholic  bifliops  for  the  vacant  churches  within  '^'^  ^ 
1 .    ,      P .         b  *  treaty^ 

ms  dommions  .  "^ 

Five  years  after,  the  few  places  in  Gaul  that  were  ftill  Yr.  of  FI* 
held  by  the  Romans,  having  fubmitted  to  Odoacer,  who,       »8»8. 
after  having  pu.t  to  death  Oreftes,  and  depofed  his  fon  Au-  A.  P.  4^0. 
guftulus,  the   laft   emperor  of  the  Weft,  had  aflumed   the  —— — "~" 
title  of  king  of  Italy,  that  prince  yielded  them  to  the  Goths, 
whofe  dominions,    by   this  addition,    extended   from  the 
Loire  to  the  Alps  *.    However,  the  cities  of  Aries  and  Mar- 
feilles  held  out,  it  feems,  fome  time  againft  the  Goths. 
Euric,  having  thus  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  beft  part  of 
Gaul,  comprifing  the  whole  traft  between  the  Rhone  and 
the  Loire,  and  of  all  Spain,  except  a  fmall  corner  of  Gali*- 
cia,  and  part  of  Lufitania  pofTefied  by  the  Suevians,  was 
ftill  defirous  of  making  new  conquefts,  and  reducing  the 
•remaining  part  both  of  Spain  and  Gaul,  when  death  put  an 
end  to  hi«  great  defigns*    He  died  at  Aries  in  the  nineteenth  Yr.  of  Fl. 
year  of  his  reign  ".     He  had  made  his  way  to  the  throne  by    '  a8  j». 
the  affaffi nation  of  his  brother,  and  governed  his  fubjefts  A.  D.  484, 
with  a  rod  of  iron.     He  paffed  great  part  of  his  life  in  the   ^    ... 
field,  wa«  conftantly  engaged  in  difputes  with  his  neighboujs,  jjj^  ^^^^  ' 
and  never  pleafed,   but  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  ra&ir* 
ftaining  his  hands  with  the  blood  of  his  enemies.     He  was 
a  prince  of  great  peneration,  formidable  in  war,  and  at- 
tended with  fuccefs  in  moft  of  his  undertakings ";  whence  he 
was  dreaded  by  all  nations. 

Euric  was  the  firft  who  gave  written  laws  to  the  Goths  5  Thefirft 
for  they  had  been  governed,  till    his   reign,  by  cuftoms  'whoganji 
only  » (H).     The  perfon  Euric  chiefly  employed  in  compil-  ^^f  J' 
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inghis  Ia\^s  was  Leo,  hb  prime  minifter,  atid  one  of  the 
moft  learned  men,  and  bed  civilians,  of  that  period  ^  Euric 
married  one  Kagnahild  or  Ragnachild,  the  daughter  of  sr 
king,  for  whofe  ufe  in  bathing  Evodius  caufed  a  (ilver  veC- 
iel  to  be  made,  on  which  were  engraved  fome  Yerfes  com* 
pofed  by  Sidpniiis  *>.  By  her  he  had  a  fon  named  Alaric, 
who  fiurceeded  him,  and  a  daughter,  who  was  married  xx> 
a  Barbarian  prince  named  Sigifmer.  From  the  de(criptionr 
which  Sidonius,  who  faw  that  prince,  gives  of  htm,  Vale- 
fius  concludes  him  to  have  been  by  birth  a  Frank,  and  that 
Euric  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  hoping  by  that 
match  to  gain  the  friendfhip  of  the  Franks,  which  began  te' 
l>e  very  powerful  in  Gaulj  but  by  that  people  the  fon  he 
had  by  her  was  killed  in  battle,  and  a  period  put  to  the 
kingdom  of  the  Vifigoths  in  Gaul,  who  being  driven  froiit^ 
thence,  fixed  their  royal  feat  at  Toledo  in  Spain*  As  io 
Euric's  reign  they  firmly  eftablrifaed  their  dominion  in  the 
latter  of  thefe  countries,  we  (hall,  in  compliance  with  our 
plan,  leave  them  for  the  prefent,  and,  referving  for  the 
modern  hiftory  an  account  of  their  affairs  fron>  the  time  they 
fettled  in  Sp^iin^  to  the  lofsof  that  country  when  the  Arate 
kecanoe  mafters  of  it,  return  to  the  Oftrogoths,  who,  as 
we  have  already  obferved,  upon  the  departure  of  their  coun*- 
trymen  the  Vifigoths,  admitted  by  Valensin  376  into  the 
eiifipire,  continued  in  their  ancient  fituation,  but  fubjeft  to 
the  Hunns,  who  ncverthelefs  allowed  them  to  be  governed 
by  their  own  kings,  of  the  illuftrious  family  of  the  Amaii- 
^tMftoty  The  Oftrogoths,  upon  the  death  of  Ermenric,  or  Hcr- 
tfthe  Of-  manaric,  their  king,  chofe  Vithlmer,  by  fome  called  Wi- 
$rogotkj,  nithar,  in  his  room.  The  new  king  gained  at  firft  fome 
?. '""  fmall  advantages  over  the  Hunns,  but  was  in  the  end  de- 

feated  and  killed  by  Balamir,  or  Balamber,  king  of  the 
Hunn«^,  Hi«  fon  Vitheric  withdrew,  attended  by  great 
numbers  of  his  fuWe£ls,  into  the  plains  between  the  Bo- 
ryfthenes  and  the  Danube,  the  prefent  Podolia.  Of  him 
no  farther  mention  is  made  in:  hiftory.  He  was  fucceedcA 
by  Hunimund,  the  fon  of  Ermenric,  who  fubmitted  to  the 
Hunns,  and  is  faid  to  have  made  war  againft,  and  gained 
'    a  fignal  victory  over  the  Suevkms.     H4s  fon  Thorifinund 
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Euric,  obtruded  upon  the  peo-  the  Roman  lawa  to  their  for- 

'    pie  of  Gaul  and    Spain,  who  mer  fplendor,  caufmg  them  to 

lad  been  long  accuftomed  to  be  obferved  throughout  his  do- 
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iieigliec!  next,  who  defeated  with  great  flaughter  tlie  Ge- 
pidae ;  but  was  foon  after  kiUedj  in  the  flower  of  his  agej 
by  a  fall  from  his  horfe.     The  Goths  fo  greatly  lamented 
the  lofs  of  this  prince,  that,  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years, 
they  chofe  no  new  king  in  his  room.     After  fo  long  an  in- 
terregnum "Wandalar,  Ton  to  the  brother  of  Efmenric,  was 
iraifed  to  the  throne  ;  but  of  him  no  farther  mention  is  mad0 
in  hiftory.     He  was  fucceeded  by  hid  three  fons  Valemir, 
Theodomir,  and  Vidimir,  who  reigned  jointly,    and  ac* 
cona^panied  Attila  In  moft  of  his  expeditions*     Upon  that 
Jwince's  death  feveral  nations,  by  him  formerly  fubdued, 
revolting  from  his  children,  begged  and  obtained  leave  froni 
Marcian,  then  emperor,  to  fettle  in  the  Roman  territories, 
which  was  alnloft  quite  depopulated  by  the  frequent  incur-*' 
fions  of  the  Hunns  and  other  Barbarians.     Among  tUefe 
tnention  is  made  of  the  Squiri,  Satagair^,  and  Alans,  who 
fettled  in  LeiTer  Scythia  and  Lower  Mocfia.     To  the  Ru- 
gians,  Sarmatians,  and  Cemandrians,  lands  were  granted  Vr.  of  pL 
in  Illyricum,  near  a  place  called  the  Caftlc  of  Mars.     To       »Soi. 
the  Oftrogoths  Marcian  granted  all  Pannonia,  from  Sir-  ^'  ^*  ♦^J- 
mium,  now  Sirmilh,  in  Sclavonia,   to  Vindobona,    now  'Zi      . 
Vienna  in  Auftria^     The  Goths,  as  well  as  the  other  Bar*  allowed  t§ 
barians,  acknowleged  the  authority  of  the  Conftantinopo*  /^///^  in 
litan  emperors,  and  were  fubjecSs  of  the  empire ;  but  at  the  Pannonia* 
fame  time  governed  by  their  own  princes,  to  whom   thQ 
tmperor  agreed  to  pay  an  annual  penfion,  upon  their  pro- 
mifrng  to  guard  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  and  ferve,  whca 
wanted,  in  the  Roman  armies.     Pannonia  being. granted  tq 
the  Oftrogoths,  the  three  brothers  divided-  that  country 
among  them,  Valemir  fettling  in  the  eaftern  part  of  it, 
.    Theodomir  in  the  weitern,  and  Vidimir  between  the  othet 
two.     They  were  fcarce  eftabliftied  in  their  new  territories 
when  the  fons  of  Attila,  purfuing  them  even  into  tartnortii, 
fell  upon  Valemir  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sirmium  ;  but 
that  prince,  with  a  handful  of  men,  defeated  them  with  <Thi^ g&iti 
great  flaughter,  and  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  in  that  two  n^ic- 
Ipart  of  Scythia  which  bordered  on  the  Danube.     About  dories  o^er 
eight  years  after,  the  Goths  being  engaged  in  a  war  with  '^'  tiiinns% 
the  Satagse,  Dintzio,  otie  of  Attila^s  fons,  availing  himfelf       ^ 
of  that  opportunity,  entered  Pannonia  at  the  head  of  a  cort- 
Cderable  army ;  and  having  ravaged  the  country*  laid  fiege 
to  Baffiana,  thought  to  be  the  pfefent  city  of  Pofega,  which 
gives  name  to  a  county  in  Hungary  between  the  Save  and 
the  Draw;  but  the  Goths  leaving  the  Satagse,  marched, 
with  all  their  forces  againft  the  Hunns,  who  readily  en« 
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gaged  them ;  but  received  fuch  a  repolfe,  that  they  ever 
after  flood  in  awe  of  the  Goths,  and  never  offered  to  ncia- 
lefl  them.  In  the  year  455,  the  emperor  Leo  refufing,  un- 
der various  pretences,  to  pay  the  Oflrogoths  their  ufuaf 
pcnfion,  they  entered  lllyricum,  and  there  committed  dread- 
ful ravages;  but  Anthemius,  fort-in-law  to  the  emperor 
Marcian,  having  aifembied  the  troops  quartered  in  that 
province,  obliged  them  to  retire  with  confideraWe  lofs  ^^ 
Soon  after  Leo  fent  deputies  to  Valemir  to  upbraid  him 
with  his  late  condudl,  and  renew  the  ancient  treaties.  ^ITie 
treaties  were  accordingly  renewed,  and  peace  re-eftabliflicd^ 
upon  the  emperor's  promifmg  to  pay  the  Goths  their  ar- 
rears, and  for  the  future  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
gold  annually.  On  the  other  hand  Valemir  fent  to  Con- 
ftantinople,  by  way  of  hoftage,  the  famous  Theodoric^ 
afterwards  king  of  Italy,  then  only  eight  years  old.  Lea 
received  him  with  the  yreatefl  marks  of  efteem  and  affec- 
tion, maintained  him  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years  at  his  court, 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  rank,  and  took  care  to  have  hira 
inflrufled  by  the  beft  matters  in  every  branch  of  politer 
literature  w. 

In  the  tenth  year  of  Leo*s  rergn,  a  war  breaking  out  be- 
tween the  Goths  in  Pannonia  and  the  Squiri,  whom  the 
€mperor  Marcian  had  permitted  to  fettle  in  LefTer  Scythia 
and  Lower  Mcefia,  both  natrons  had  rccourfe  to  Leo,  whofc 
fubjedls  they  were,  imploring  his  afTiflance.  Afpar,  Leo's 
chief  favourite,  was  for  aiding  neither,  but  fufJcring  them 
fo  deftroy  each  other :  however,  the  emperor  wrote  to  the 
governor  of  Blryricum,  injoining  him  to  march  with  all  the 
troops  under  his  command  to  the  afTiftance  of  the  Sqniri, 
^ho  ileverthelefs  were  utterly  defeated,  and  moil  of  them 
put  to  the  fword,  cither  in  the  battle  or  the  purfuit. 
The  Goths  lofl  on  this  occafion  Valimir  their  king,  who, 
falling  from  his  horfe  as  he  was  riding  full  fpeed  through 
the  ranks  to  animate  his  men,  was  furrounded,  and,  with 
many  wounds,  difpatched  by  the  enemy  *.  Such  of  the 
Squiri  as  efcapcd  the  general  carnage,  had  recourfc  to  the 
Sarmatians,  the  Rugians,  and  the  Gepidae,  who,  readily 
joining  them,  renewed  the  war,  and,  entering  the  territories 
of  the  Goths,  laid  them  wafte  to  a  great  extent.  The  Goths, 
in  this  emergency,  putting  themfelves  under  the  command 
of  the  two  remaining  brothers,  Theodomir  and  Videmir, 
look  the  field;  and  engaging  the  enemy  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,'  cat  ten  thoufand  of  them  in  pieces,    obligmg 
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Ae  reft  to  retlre^th  great  precipitation  beyond  that  river,  Theodomir ' 
whicli  Theodomir  pafled  fooa  after  on  the  ice,  and  having  ^"^  j^'^'" 
laid  vvafte  the  enemy's  country,  returned  loaded  with  booty  ^^l Squirt 
imoPannonia.     In  this  war  'Fheodomir  not  only  defeated  Suewansl 
the  Sarmatiahs,  Rugians,  and  Gepidae,  biit  gained  a  fignal  AUmans^ 
vidory  over  the  Suevians  and  Alemans,  who  had  joined  ^^ 
tliofe  nations.     Upon  his  return,  he  received  with  great  joy 
his  fon  Theodoric,  whom  Leo  had  fent  back  loaded  with 
ritb  prefents,  after  having  kept  him  at  his  court,  as  a  hoftage, 
forthefpace  often  years.     He  was  fcarce  returned,  whea 
news  arrived,  that  Babai,  king  of  the  Sarmatians,  having 
Meated  a  Roman  general  named  Camundus,  had  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  Singidunum,  in  Upper  Mcefia.     In  con-  ThtoJorU 
fecjuence  of  this  intelligence,  Theodoric,  having  affembled,  ^vercomis 
whout  his    father's   knowlege,  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  ^?^ y^^* 
I  paffed  the  Danube,  and,  entering  the  Sarmatian  territories,  the^t^mam^ 
fell  upon  Babai,  put  him  and  moft  of  his  men  to  the  fword,  tiaium 
^nd,  on  his  return  home,  retook  Singidunumj  but  did  not 
reftore  it  to  the  Romans. 

During  the  fliort  reign  of  Glyccrius,  the  Goths  in  Pan- 
nonia,  without  the  leiafl  provocation,  fays  Jornandes,  and 
ojiiy  becaufe   they  were  incapable  of  living  in  peace,  re- 
folved  to  make  war  on  the  empire.     Agreeable  to  this  refo- 
lution,  the  two  brothers,  Theodomir  and  Videmir,  met, 
vhen  it  was  agreed  that  the  latter  fhould  invade  Italy^ 
where  Glycerius  then  adled  as  emperor,  and  that  Theodo- 
niir  ftiould  attack  the  eaftern  empire,   governed  at  that 
time  by  Leo  L     Videmir  immediately  fet  out  on  His  march; 
but  had  fcarce  entered  Italy  when  he  died,  leaving  the 
command  of  his  troops   to  his  fon,  who  bore  the  fame 
name.    Jornandes  adds,  that  the  young  prince  being  pre- 
vailed upon  by  the  rich  prefents  which  Glycerius  fent  him 
to  retire  out  of  Italy,  marched  into  Gaul :  joining  the  Vifi-  Partefthi 
goths,  fettled  there,  he  afiifted  them  in  the  conqueft  of  Ojlrpgoths 
that  country,  and  in  the  reduction  of  Spain,  becoming  one  Jp^^^'/^i^ 
people  with  them  /.     As  for  Theodomir,  he  entered  Wy-*^'^^* 
ncunj ;  and  having  made  himfelf  niafter  of  Naiflus,  divided 
his  army  into  feveral  fmall  bodies,  under  the  command  of    • 
his  fon  Theodoric,  and  other  generals,  who  reduced,  with- ' 
out  any  confiderable  oppofition,  the  cities  of  Ulpiana,  He- 
raclea,  and  Lariffa.  Having  afterwards  reunited  their  forces, 
2nd  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  Naiflus,  they  laid  fiege  to  Thef- 
lalonica;  but  Claiianus,  governor  of  the  place,  prevailed 
upon  Theodomir,  Hy  means  of  rich  prefents,  to  abandon  the 
^ntcrprize,  and  retire. 
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Yr.  of  Fl«      Soon  after  this  event,   a  peace  was  concluded  between 
8*4        the  Romans  and  the  Goths.     Whilft  this  treaty  was  nego- 
A.D.  476*  ciating  Theodomir  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by  bis  fon 
tfL    J    •     Theodoric,  called  Amalus,  defcended  from  the  Amali,  the 
dits  and  is '^^^  illuftrious  family  among  the  Goths.    The  erapcroF 
juccteded     Zcno,  overjoyed  at  the  news  of  the  young  prince's  accet 
by  his  fon     fion  to  the  crown,  immediately  invited  him  to  court,  re- 
7/ttodoric,    ceived  him  with  the  greateft  marks  of  friendfliip  and  efteem, 
raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  a  patrician,  and  even  adopted  him 
for  his  fon.     Theodoric  was  fcarce   returned  to  Pannonia, 
when  news  were  brought  him,  that  Bafilifcus,  revolting 
from  Zeno,  had  been  proclaimed  and  acknowleged  emperor 
by  the  fenate  of  Conftantinople.     The  ufurper  was  chieflj 
fupported  by  a  Goth  in  the  Roman  fervice,  named  Hkewile 
Theodoric,  who  had  been  raifed   to  the  firft  pods  in  tie 
»  army,  and  the  command  of  his  countrymen,  who,  following 

the  example  of  their  leader,  had  all  declared  for  Bafilifcus. 
n^darie     However,  king  Theodoric,  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  Zeno, 
'ihemt'     n^arched  againft  them  ;  but  as  his  troops  were  far  inferior 
ror  Zeno      *^  number  to  thofe  of  the  enemy,  Zeno  aflured  him,  that 
#»7tfi»/?  Ba-  he  ftiould  be  joined  at  the  ftreights  of  Mount  Haemusbythc 
^lifiur,        general  of  Thrace,  with  ten  thoufand  fpot  andtwothour 
land  horfe;  and  that,  after  pafling  the  rnountains,  heftould 
iSnd  twenty  thoufand  horfe  on  the  banks  of  the  Hebru§ 
^'"f^^^'  ready  to  join  him :  but  at  neither  place  did  he  find  any 
Zeno  troops  ;  and  the  guides,  who  had  been  fent  him  by  the  Ro- 

mans, leaving  the  known  roads  and  beaten  ways,  led  him 
through  dcferts,  where  his  men  fufFered  greatly  for  want 
of  provifions,  and  over  fteep  mountains,  till  they  brougn^ 
his  army,  quite  exhaufted  with  fuch  long  and  fatiguing 
marches,  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  who  were  encamped  in  a 
moft  advantageous  poft.  But  though  they  might  with  great 
f  afe  have  cut  the  king  and  hi?  whole  army  in  pieces,  ycj 
Theodoric  their  leader  fent  only  fome  perfons  to  upbraid 
the  king  with  making  war  on  his  countrymen  in  favour  01 
the  Romans,  who  had  thus  betrayed  him  with  fair  proa#s^ 
and  only  endeavoured  to  fet  Gotns  againft  Goths,  that  thejf 
might  have  the  cruel  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  them  deftroy 
each  other.  Thefe  remonftrances  occafioned  a  mutiny  w 
the  king's  army,  who,  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  the  alter- 
native of  being  abandoned  by  his  own  men,  or9pn^i^8'^^ 
agreenient  with  Thepdoric,  chofc  the  latter.  ^      . 

The  two  generals  conferred  together,  having  a  "^^j[  ..^ 
twixt  them,  and  agreed  to  a  pacification,  Theybptnd^- 
patched  ambaffadors  to  Conftantinople,  Theodoric  to  aei 
inand  the  arrears  which  were  due  to  him  and  .his  a^^iy? 
^tid  the  king  to  acquaint  the  cmnerOf  with  the  ?^^^lj 
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Irad  made,  and  at  tht  fame  time  to  let  him  know,  that,  un-  He  enttn 
2efs  proviGons  were  fent  to  the  army,  it  was  not  in  his  ^^^oatrea* 
power  to  reftrain  his  men  from  plundering  Thrace  *.  What  j/^g^^/^ 
anfwer  Zeno  returned  to  the  former,  we  are  not  informed  •,  aGothyin 
to  the  latter,  however,  he  made  a  long  apology  for  not  fend-  theRomoM 
ing,  as  he  had  promifed,  the  Roman  troops  to  join  him.  f^rvUe. 
But  the  author  of  Zeno's  life,  though  not  a  little  biafled  in 
favour  of  that  prince,    cannot  help  owning  that  he  was, 
upon  this  occafion,  greatly  to  blame*.     The  emperor  ex- 
erted all  his  efforts  to  perfuade  the  king  to  break  the  treaty 
he  had  lately  concluded  with  Theodoric,  fending  to  him 
for  that  purpofe  two  folemn  ^mbaffies,  and  promifing  not 
only  to  reward  him  wit-h  large  fums,  and  great  revenues,  if       * 
he  flioald   defeat  the  rebels,  biit  to  give  him  in  marriage 
Juliana,  the  daughter  of  OlybriuS,   and  grand-daughter  of 
Valentinian  III.     But  the   king  could  not,  by  any  offers, 
be  prevailed  upon  to  make  the  leaft  breach  in  the  treaty 
with  Theodoric  ;  fo  that  the  emperor  was  fain  to  conclude 
a  peace  with  him  upon  the  following  difhonourable  terms: 
that  Theodoric  fhould  have  the  command  of  the  emperor's 
guards  ;  that  he  fliould  retain  all  the  honours  conferred 
upon  him   by  the  ufurper  Bafilifcus ;  that  his  cftate,  which 
had  been  confifcated,  ftiould  be  reftored  to  him  ',  and  laftly, 
that  he  ftiould  be  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Soman  cavalry,  which  poft  was  then  held  by  king  Theo- 
doric, but,  in  virtue  of  this  treaty,  taken  froni  him,  and  be- 
ftowcd  on  the  other  ^. 

In  the  mean  time  king  Theodoric,  who  was  ftill  with  his  He  bndtt 
army  among  the  mountains  of  Thrace,  not  receiving  from  '^ithZeno^ 
the  Romans  either  money  or  provifions  to  fupport  them,  ^*^'"*" 
marched  down  into  the  province  of  Rhodope  on  the  iEgsean  q'^aaaxd 
fea,  and  laid  wafte  the  moft   fertile  places  of  Thrace,  de-  Macedoa. 
ftroying  with  fire  and  fword  what  he  could  not  carry  off. 
The  emperor  fent  jfeveral  gfenerals  to  oppofe   him ;  but 
though  he  loft  a  great  many  men  in  (kirmifhes,  yet  thelofs 
on  the  fide  of  the  Romans  muft   hav6  been  more  eon- 
fiderable,  fince,  in  the  end,  all  the  emperor's  generals  de- 
clined the  command  of  the  army  in  Tthrace.     From  Thrace 
Theodoric  marched  into  Macedon,  and  having  pillaged  the 
open  country,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Stopi  on  the  river 
Axius.    Prom  thence  he  advanced  towards  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Theffalohica  ;  a   motion  which  threw  the  inhabit- 
ants into   fuch    confternation,    that,   thinking   themfclves 
ahandoned  by  the  emperor,  they  pulled  down  and  deftroyed 
sU  his  flatues,  and  were  ready  to  fall  upon  their  governor. 
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named  John  ;  but  contented  themfelves  with  taking  fron> 
hini  the  keys  of  the  city»  and  delivering  them  to  the  bifhop, 
Propo/ait         Theodoric,  without  making  the  leaft  attempt  on  Theffa- 
jcranac*    lonica,  led  his  army  from  thence  to  Hcraclea,  where  he 
'?*"     "    was  met  by  ambafladors  from  Zeno,  with  propofals  for  an 
accommodation ;  which   he  being  willing  to  accept,  fen^ 
others  to  Conftantinople,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  ordered 
his  men  to  forbear  all  farther  hoftilities.     The  perfon  era- 
ployed  by  Zeno  to  treat  with  Theodoric  was  the  patrician 
Adamancus,  who  had  been  governor  of  ConftantinoplCj  and 
was,  on  this  occafion,  honoured  with  the  confular  orna- 
ments, but   not  with   the  confulfliip.     During  the  nego- 
tiations, Theodoric  found  means  to  make  himfelf  matter  of 
Dura?,  on  the  Adriatic  fea,  that  he  might  have  fome  place 
of  ftrength  to  retire  to,  in  cafe  the  nogotiations  (hould  not 
Which  an    have  the  defired  effeft.     The  conferences  were  in  confe- 
reje&$dly    quence  broken  off,  Adamancus  declaring,  that  he  could 
ZtnQ'  not  treat  with  the  Goths,  till  he  had  reftored  the  city  of 

Duras  to  the  empire.  Theodoric  could  not,  by  any  means, 
be  prevailed  upon  to  part  with  that  important  place  during 
the  winter;  but  promifed  to  abandon  it  early  in  tbefpringi 
to  march  aginft  the  other  Theodoric,  who  had  raifed  new 
difturbances  in  the  empire  5  and,  that  the  emperor  raigbt 
not  quefiion  the  fmcerity  of  his  intentions,  to  deliver  up  to 
him  his  mother  and  fillers  as  hoflages.  He  likewife  offered 
to  march  into  Italy,  and  reftore  Nepos,  who  was  nearly  re- 
lated to  the  emprefs  Verina,  Zeno's  mother-in-law,  and 
had  been  lately  driven  from  the  throne  by  Glycerius.  To 
thefe  propofals  Adamancus  anfwered,  that  he  had  no  power 
tp  grant  him  any  terms  till  Duras  was  reftored*^  butth^t 
he  would  write  to  the  emperor,  and  acquaint  him  wi^i  his 
anfwer. 

The  Romans,  in  the  mean  time,  became  more  unreafon- 
able,  in  confequence  of  fome  advantages  they  gained  at 
that  very  crifis  over  the  Goths.  Theodoric  had  marched 
before  with  a  ftrong  detachment  to  furprife  Duras,  while 
the  main  body,  with  the  baggage,  followed  by  flow 
marches,  under  the  command  of  his  brother  Theudimund. 
Sabinianus,  general  of  Illyricum,  immediately  ordered  ail 
the  troops  quartered  in  that  province  to  aflemble  at  Lycn- 
nidus  in  Macedpn  ;  and  marching  from  thence  with  incre- 
dible expedition,  overtook  the  Goths,  as  they  were  defcend- 
ing  from  the  mountains  of  Candavia,  between  Lycbnwi|S 
and  Duras.  Theudimund,  and  his  mother,  who  foUo^^,. 
the  army,  had  juft  time  to  pafs  a  torrent^  and  caufe  tne 
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I^ridge  tobehroken  down:  by  which  means  they  faved  them- 
felves,  but  flopped  the  march  of  the  army ;  fo  that  theKor  Yr.  of  Fl, 
mans,  falling  upon  them,  cut  moft  of  them  to  pieces,  took    .  *|57' 
five  thoufand  prifoners,  two  thoufand  waggons,  and  an  im-  ^^^ 

menfe  booty.      Zeno,   elated    with  this  victory,  and  not  j^^^f 
doubting  but  he  fhould  either  take  Theodoric  himfelf  pri-  J/uoihric*9 
foner,  or  oblige  him  to  fubmit,  wrote  to  Sabinianus,  and  to  arnyftaim 
Gento,  a  Goth  of  great  reputation  in  the  Pioman  fervice,  to  f*^^^* 
purfue  the  war,  and  not  fufFer  Theodoric  to  retire,  but  to 
keep  him  Ihut  up  on  all  fides,  ordering  at  the  fame  time 
Adamancus  to  break  off  the  conferences,  and  return  to  Con- 
ftantinople.     But  of  this  war  all  we  can  learn  is^  that  the 
following  year,  Theodoric  ravaged  Greece  j  and  that  Sabi- 
nianus put  a  flop  to  his  ravages,  more  by  addrefs  than  by 
dint  of  arms'*. 

No  farther  mention  is  made  of  Theodoric  till  the  year  T^fodone 
482,  when,  Sabinianus  being  dead,  he  ravaged  without  con-  g^ows 
troul   both  Macedons   and  Thefl'aly,    and  even  took   and  ^^    f* 
plundered  Larifla,  the  metropolis  of  the  latter  province  •;  n;ages  Ms^ 
infomuch  that  the  emperor,  to  appeafe  him,  was  at  length  cedonand 
obliged  to  yield  him  part  of  Lower  Moefia  and  Lower  Da-  ^^^Jf^fyi 
cia,  to  give  him  the  command  of  the  troops  of  the  houihold,  t"^  t^  ff' 
and  name  him  conful  for  the  cnfuing  year.  In  confequence  thempim 
of  this  accommodation,  Theodoric,  difbanding  his  troops,  rw^ 
fet  out  for  Conftantinople  with  a  fmall  retinue,  and,  beipg 
received  by  the  emperor  with  the  greateft  marks  of  kind- 
nefs  and  efteem,  difcharged  the  following  year  the  office  of 
conful  ^     During  his  confulfliip,  Leontius,  a   native   of 
Chalcis  in  Syria,    and  commander  of  the  troops  in  that 
province,  revolting,  found  his  power  fufficient  to  be  pro- 
claimed emperor.   Againft  him  Zeno  difpatched  Illus,  cap- 
tain of  his  guards  j  but  he,  inftead  of  oppofing  Leontius, 
i'oined  him,  and,  being  united,  defeated  and  took  prifoner  *   ■' 

Lionginus,  the  emperor's  brother,  who,  at  the  head  of  a 
confiderable  army,  had  ventured  to  engage  them  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Antioch  5  which  city,  after  his  defeat, 
fubmitted  to  the   ufurper.     Zeno,  upon  the  news  of  the 
defeat  and  captivity  of  his  brother,  difpatched  one  Jolin,  an 
o$cer  of  great  valour,  and  experience  in  war,  into  Syria, 
and  prevailed  upon  Theodoric  to  join  him  with  a  numerous 
army  of  Gotjis.     Thefe  two  commanders,  meeting  Ledn- H/ <£f^4f# 
ttus  and  Illus  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seleucia,  totally  de-  '^^«/f"'^«' 
feated,  and  compelled  them  to  fly  for.  refuge  to  the  ftrbng  ^^*''*'* 
caftle  of  Papyra  in  Cilicia  «. 
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As  the  rebels  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  give  the 
leafi  apprehenGon  or  uneafinefs,  Thcodoric,  leaving  part 
of  his  forces  with  the  other  commander  to  profecute  th^ 
Ifr  quMr-  war,  returned  with  the  reft  to  Conftantinople ;  but,  finding 
rtUwik  that  Zeno  began  to  niiftruft  him,  and  even  to  feek  by  in- 
ZeMf  gmd  trigues  his  deftrudlion,  he  withdrew  from  court,  and  retired 
2*2^';^**'  into  Thrace,  the  emperor  having,  feme  time  before,  ap* 
uopU.  pointed  him  general  of  the  troops  quartered  in  that  coun- 

try.    Soon  after  his  leaving  Conftantinople,  he  fell  upon 
^k'^K^'i^**   the  Bulgarians,  who,  under  the  conduft  of  their  king  or 
rLmsl^^^    leader  named  Libertem,  had  entered  Thrace,  and  g;iined 
a  complete  viftory  over  them,  Libertem  himfelf  being  dan- 
geroufly  wounded,  and  mbft  of  his  men  put  to  the  fword\ 
Yr.  of  Fl.  The  following  year  Theodoric  fpent  in  raifing  forces,  and 
aSjs.      in  487,  made  an  irruption  into  Thrace  at  the  head  of  a 
A.D.487.  powerful  army.     Upon  what  provocation  he  thus  turned 
~  his  arms  againft  the  empire,  we  remain  ignorant ;  but, 

%kirau}"  doubtlefs,  the  fame  motives  that,  fome  time  before,  had  in- 
duced him  to  withdraw  from  court,  prompted  him  now  to 
a6l  as  an  enemy.     Having  ravaged  Thrace,  he  approached 
Conftantinople,   and  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Melantiades,  a  city  placed  by  Sanfon  about  fifteen   miles 
weft  of  Conftantinople,  with  a  dcfign,  as  was  believed,  of 
laying  fiege  to  that  imperial  city.     But,  while  the  inhabit- 
ants were  under  the  utmoft  confternation,  Theodoric,  de- 
camping fuddenly,  marched  back  to  Novae  in  Mcefia,  whence 
he  had  come  *.     Some  writers  afcribe  his  fudden  retreat  to 
the  regard  he  had  for  that  metropolis;  others  to  a  private 
hadiifed    treaty  between  him  and  Zeno,  who,  putting  him  in  mind 
hy  Zem  to    of  the  kindnefs  he  had  ever  fliewn  him,  and  of  the  many 
turn  hts       honours  he  had  heaped  upon  him,  and  reprefenting  to  him 
^^*^^'f\j    at  the  fame  time  the  daneer  to  which  he  expofed  himfelf  in 
ic^r.  making  war  on  the  empire,  perfuaded  him  to  conclude  a 

peace  with  the  Romans,  and  turn  his  arms  againft  Odoa- 
ccr,  who,  having  put  Oreftes  to  death,  and  depofed  his  fon 
Auguliulus,  had  taken  upon  himfelf  the  title  of  king  of 
Italy  *^.  Theodoric  received  with  joy  the  propofal  made  him 
by  the  emperor  of  driving  Odoacer  out  of  Italy,  and  return- 
ed to  Novae,  in  order  to  make  the  neceflary  preparations  for 
that  expedition.  • 

Jn  the  following  year,  Theodoric  having  affembled  '  an 

.^  infinite  number  of  people,  carrying  with  them  their  wives, 

children,  and  all  their  effects,  let  out  from  Novsc,  direil- 

ii  Ennod.  p.  29s,  296.  i  Procop.  Bell.  Goth.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ;(• 

p.  461.    Marcell.  Thcoph^  pit  113.  ^  Jorn.  p.  697.    Evagr. 

fib.  ii.  Cap.  17.  p,  356,  \  £nno4«  Vit*  Tiieodor.  p*  29^,  2994 

^f«r^. 


^he  Hifiory  of  the  Goths.  9i^ 

\ug  his  march  towards  Italy.  His  mother,  and  fitter  named  yr.  of  n. 
AmafrideS)  attended  him  in  this  expedition.     Many  Rp*      t«^« 
mans  of  great  diftinftion  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts,  to  A-D.  49t. 
ferve  as  volunteers  in  this  war;   among  the  reft  Arte-  — — 
midorus,  who  was  nearly  related  to,  and  in  great  favour  /   "^^jT* 
with  the  emperor,   but  joyfully  abandoned  his  country, 
»nd  the  grandeur  he  lived  in  at  Conftantinople,  to  (hare 
with  Theodoric  in  his  good  or  bad  fortune,  who  afterwards 
created  him  a  patrician,  and  made  him  governor  of  Rome", 
On  the  other  hand,  a  great  many  Goths  declined  follow- 
ing Theodoric" into  Italy,  and,  feitling  on  the  fea-coaft  is^ 
Thrace,  formed  a  feparatc  nation,  which  lived  in  amity 
with  the  Romans,  and  is  highly  commended  by  Procopius**, 
From  Novae   in  Mocfia  Theodoric  marched  ftrait  to  the 
Adriatic  fea ;  but,  for  want  of  fliips  was  obliged  to  go 
round,  and  traverfe  the  feveral  nations  inhabiting  the  coaft. 
This  march  he  performed  in  the  depth  of  winter,  a  violent 
plague  and  famine  raging  the  whole  time  in  his  array,  and 
carrying  off  great  numbers  of  his  people.     He  found  the  He defettin 
Gepi^iae  encamped  on  the  banks  of  a  certain  river,  with  a  theCepidm 
defign  to  oppofe  his  paflage;  but  Theodoric,  pafling  it  at  ^^Sar- 
the  head  of  a  choice  body  of  men,  charged  them  fo  brifkly,  ^f^^^"^^ 
that  they  immc<liately  betook  themfelves  to  a  precipitate    ^'^^'^^^ 
flight.     At  another  place  he  was  met  by  the  Sarmatians. 
wrhom  he  likewife  defeated,  and  put  to  iSight. 

Thus,  after  a  long  and  fatiguing  march,  he  entered  Italy;  Hentten 
and,  advancing  to  the  river  Sontius,  now  Zonzo,  in  the  ^f^if$ 
lieigbbourhood  of  Aquileia,  halted  there,  in  order  to  aflbrd 
his  men  reft,  being  informed,  that  Odoacer  was  in  full 
march. to  meet  him  with  a  very  numerous  army,  confifting 
of  various  nations,  commanded  by  their  refpeftive  kings  or 
chiefs  •^     Soon  after  this  intelligence,  Odoacer  appeared, 
and  was  met  by  Theodoric  with  his  men  in  battle-array. 
An  engagement  enfued,  in  which  Odoacer  was,-  after  a 
faint  refiftance,  put  to  flight,  and  great  numbers  of  his  men  pntsOA^ 
cut  in  pieces.     Theodoric  purfued  the  fugitives,  and,  on  ^^ '« 
the  28th  of  Auguft  489,  entered  their  camp,  though  dc-  -^'i?^» 
fended  by  a  river,  and  a  great  many  works  p.     Odoacer  re-  / 

tired  to  the  plains  of  Verona,  and  encamped  at  a  fmall  di- 
(lance  from  the  city  :  but  Theodoric,  clofeiy  purfuing  him, 
forced  him  to  a  jfecond  engagement,  when  he  met  with  a 
more  vigorous  oppofition  than  in  the  former;  for  great 
numbers  were  killed  on  both  fides :  at  length,  however, 
pdoacer  was  again  put  to  flight,  and  obliged  to  (hut  him- 

.  n  Cafliodor.  lib.  i.  epift.  43.  n  Procop.  .^dif.  cap.  7.  p,  63 

f  Torn.  P-  697.    Ennod.  p.  301^  f  Thcopb^  p.  361. 


1 20  7he  Htfiory  of  the  Goths. 

fcif  up  in  Ravenna  ;  fo  that  Theodoric,  having  now  no  cn«- 
ifini makes   my  in  the  field  to  oppofe  him,  made  hinnfelf  maftcr  of 
kimfi^^        feveral  important  places,  and,  among  the  reft,  of  Milan 
^l        J  and  Pavia  *».     At  the  fame  time  Tufa,  commander  in  chief 
fuvi4>       ^^  Odoacer*s  forces,  came  over  to  Theodoric,  with  moft  of 
the  troops  under  his  command,  and  was  immediately  by 
him  difpatcbed,  with  one  of  his  own  officers,  in  purfuit  of 
Odoacer,  to  Ravenn^.    Odoacer  had  left  that  city,  and  was 
advanced  as  far  as  Faenza,  in  which  place  he  was  clofely 
bcfieged  by  Tufa  5  but  that  treacherous  commander,  declar- 
ing for  his  former  matter,  joined  him  again  with  all  his 
troops,    delivering  up  at   the  fame  time  feveral  officers, 
who  had  been  appointed  by  Theodoric  to  command  under 
him,  and  were,  by  Odoacer's  orders,  fent  in  irons,  tb  Ra- 
venna \     About  the  fame  time  Frideric,  the  fon  of  Fava 
king  of  the  Rugians,  who  had  joined  Theodoric   with  a 
confiderablc  body  of  his  countrymen,  went  over  to  Odoa- 
cer; who,  being  thus  reinforced,  left  Faenfa,  and  advanced 
as  far  as  Milan ;  which  city  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken, 
fince  he  is  faid  to  have  recovered  all  Liguria  •. 
is  ehiigtd         Theodoric,  in  the  mean  time,  finding  himfelf  abandoned 
Sofiut         both  by  Tufa  and  Frideric,  kept  himfelf  (hut  up  in  Pavia, 
himfilfup    ^  place  in  thofe  days  of  great  ftrength,  while  Odoacer,  with- 
fM    mvia.    ^^^  contronl,  ravaged  the  couritry,  and  beficged  him  at  laft 
in  Pavia,  where  the  Goths,  who  had  brought  along  with 
them  their  families,   and   all   their  efFefts,  were  greatly 
ftraitened  for  want  of  room*   Theodoric,  fearing  he  fliould, 
after  all  his  efforts,  be  overpowered  with  numbers,  had  re- 
oourfe  to  Alaric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  who  had  fettled  in 
Gaul.    As  the  Vifigoths  and  Oftrogoths  were  originally  the 
fame  nation,  and  the  Vifigoths  had  received  among  them, 
about  fixteen  years  before,  a  great  number  of  Oftrogoths, 
under  the  conduft  of  their  king  Videmir,  coufin-german  to 
ffirereives  Theodoric,  they  readily  granted  him  the  defired  fupplies ; 
M  p0wirfui  which  ho  nofooner  received  than,  leaving  Pavia,  he  march- 
■^A  F/L^"'  cd  toward^  the  river  Addua,  where  the  enemy  lay  encamped, 
m^ths.  ^"S^S^^  them  the  third  time,  and  obtained  a  complete  vic- 

tory. Odoacer  again  took  refuge  in  Ravenna,  but  left  nu- 
merous garrifons  in  all  the  ftrong  places  ^  In  this  battle, 
which  was  fought  on  the  eleventh  of  Auguft-,  Odoacer  loft 
feveral  officers  of  diftinftion,  and  among  the  reft  Picrius, 
his  comes  domefticorum,  or  captain  of  the  guards.  Theo- 
doric, after  the  battle,  marched  in  purfuit  of  Odoacer,  and, 
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approaching  Ravenna,  encamped  at  a  place  called  Pinaia^ 
about  three  miles  from  the  city. 

On  the  other  hand  Odoacer,  with  many  new  worts,  for-  Yr.  of  FT- 
tified  himfelf  in  the  town,  and,  with  frequent  fallies,  efpe-      1838. 
cially  in  the  night,  greatly  haraffed  the  Goths.     The  (iegc  A.  D.  490* 
iafted  three  years,  during  which  time  great  numbers  were  — — ^-^ 
killed  on  both  fides  in  the  frequent  fallies  and  attacks.    Au-  ^^^^^ 
thors  fpeak  in  particular  of  a  fally,  in  which  Odoacer  com-  Ra*utnnam 
xpanded  in  perfon,  and,  at  the  head  of  the  Heruli,  entered 
the  camp  of  Theodoric  at  Pinaia,  and  made  a  dreadful  ha- 
vock  of  his  men  ;  but  he  was,  after  a  long  and  (harp  difpute, 
obliged  to  retire.  The  Goths  purfued  him  to  the  very  gates 
'  of  the  city,  putting  many  of  his  men  to  the  fword,  and 
among  others  Libila,  or  Levila,  who  commanded  the  He- 
ruli under  the  king,  and  had  eminently  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf on  that  occafion  ".    Theodoric,  leaving  part  of  his  army 
hcfore  Ravenna,  marched  with  the  reft  againft  the  ftrong- 
holds,  in  which  Odoacer  had  left  garrifons,  and  was  every 
where  received  with  great  marks  of  joy,  except  at  Cefena 
in  Romagna,  where  he  met  with  forae  oppofition.     Thus  ff^  reiutes 
he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Italy,  not  at  once,  but  by  de-  aU  Italy* 
grccs.     No  one  place  in  Italy  now  remained  to  Odoacer, 
except  Ravenna,'  in  which  he  had  been  ihut  up  three  years 
with  his  foreign  and  fome  Roman  troops,  and  thefe  were  re- 
duced to  great  ftraits  by  the  enemy  without,  and  the  famine  ^^   , 
within  "^y  wheat  being  fold  at  fix  pieces  of  gold  a  bufbel.  jiegedre-' 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Goths  were  quite  exhaufted  with  ducedf 
the  fatigues  of  a  three  years  fiege ;  fo  that  both  parties  be-  g^^^} 
ing  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  Odoacer  fent  John,  fi^^^^** 
bifhop  of  Ravenna,  to  Theodoric,  with  propofals  for  an  ac- 
commodation.   .  The  agreement  wa^    concluded    on   the  ^ , 
twcnty-feventh  of  February,  Odoacer  delivering  up  his  fon>  fuhmits 
named  Thelan,  to  Theodoric  as  an  hoilage,  who  in  confe-  and  is  put 
quence  entered  Ravenna  in  triumph  on  the  6fth  of  March  ^.  to  dtath 
Theodoric  did  not  long  adhere  to  the  agreement  he  had  ^T'*^*" 
made ;  for,  having  a  few  days  after  invited  Odoacer  to  a     ^^^* 
banquet,  unmindful  of  his  oath,  or  the  laws  of  bofpitality, 
he  difpatched  him  with  his  own  hand,  either  in  the  palace, 
or  in  a  grove  of  laurels  adjoining  to  the  palace  ^. 

Theodoric  had  fent,  fome  months  before,  Fauftus  Niger,  Vr.  6f  FI# 
a  leading  man  in  the  fcnate  of  Rome,  to  obtain  of  the  em-      2841. 
peror  Zeno  the  enfigns  of  royalty ;  but  Odoacer  having  fub-        ^'  ^93* 
mitted  before  the  return  of  tlic  ambaflador,  Theodoric, 
without  waiting  for  the  emperor's  permifTion,  caufed  him- 

»  Jorn.  cap.  57.  p.  697.  Onuph.  p.  17-  E^nod.  Pan.  Theodor^i 
p.  306.  *w  Procop.  p.  305.  »  Qnuph.  p*  57.  ^  Anonyitw 
p.  408. 
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neodork    fclf  to  bc  proclaimed  by  hif  Goths  king  of  Italy :  howevci!^ 

fTQclaimtd  he  difpatched  Fedus,  or  Fauflus,  his  magifler  officiorum«^ 

h  '^'         and  Irenseus,  both  diftinguiftied  with  the  title  of  Illuftrious» 

^kH^"^  to  Conftantinople,  to  excufe  the  liberty  he  had  taken  ** 

itredh  thi  ^^^  ambaffadors  were  received  in  a  very  obliging  manner  by 

tmper^r^      Anaftatius,  the  fucccflbr  of  Zeno,  who  readily  ratified  the 

iwgf  ff       peace  which  his  predecefTor  had  made  with  Theodoric,  ap-^ 

^*^*  proved  of  what  he  had  done,  and  fent  him  the  enGgns  of 

royalty  *.     Hence   It  is  raanifeft,  that  Theodoric  himfelf 

owned  he  held  the  kingdom  of  ItJily  of  the  emperors  of  th^ 

£afl,  by  whom  he  fuifered  even  the  Roman  confuls  to  bd 

named. 

Theodoric,  now  maftcr  of  alWtaly,  began  to  make  the, 
neceflary  preparations  for  reducing  the  ifland  of  Sicily,  which 
refufed  to  acknowlege  him  ;  but  the  innabitants  were  per- 
Skifyfub^    fuaded  by  Caffiodore  to  fubmit  to  their  new  lord,  without 
2^^*         coming  to  extremities.     After  this  fubmiflioji  Theodoric^ 
fheathing  his  fword,  endeavoured,  in  the  firft  place,  to  et 
tablifh  himfelf  in  his  new  kingdom,  by  alli^ces  with  the 
Ntficum   neighbouring  princes.     "With  this  view  he  fent  Feilus  to 
Ais  nsw       Conftantinople,  to  confirm  th€  peace  he  bad  made  with 
iMi^tfTo*  by  Anaftafius,  at  the  fame  time  giving  his  hand  in  marriage  to, 
^^''*     Andefleda,  the  daughter  of  Clodoneus,  king  of  the  Franksn 
and  beftowing  his  own  two  daug:hters,  whom  he  had  by  a 
concubine,  on  Alaric,  king  of  the  ViGgoths  in  Gaul,  an4 
Sigifmund,  the  fon  of  GundobaJd,  king  qf^thje  BmgAin* 
dians.     Having  thus  fecured  bis  new  kingdom,  he  made  it 
his  chief  ftudy  to  govern  it  with  falutary  Jawa,  chiefly  fol- 
lowing the  advice  of  Caffiodore,  a  man  of  great  learning 
^nd  integrity,  whom  he  had  created  a  patrician,  and  raifed 
to  the  dignities  of  count,  of  conful,  and  even  to  that  qf  prae* 
feftus  praetorio.     He  firft  quartered  all  his  Goths  in  the 
caftles  and  ftrong-holds,  with  their  officers  who  were  to 
command  them  in  time  of  war,  and  govern  them  in  time  of 
He  retains'  peace.  The  Roman  laws  he  retained,  and  commanded  thenj 
the  R9maH  to  be  inviolably  obferved,  and  to  have  the  iame  force  which 
t^^h         they  had  had  under  the  emperors  of  the  Weft  ^. 
andihi  Theodoric  not  only  retained  the  fame  laws,  but  the  fame 

fame  ma-     form  of  government,  the  fame  diftribution  of  provinces,  the 
grates,      fame  magiftrates  and  dignities.     As  the  emperors  had,  bC'* 
fore  his  time,  tranflated  the  imperial  feat  from  Rome  to 
•       Ravenna,  to  be  near  at  hand,  and  ready  to  put  a  ftop  to  the 
irruptions  of  the  Barbarians,  who,  on,  that  fide,  made  in- 
roads into  Italy,  he  likewifc  chofe  that  city  for  the  ufua| 

»Concil.  torn,  m  p.  iiSr.  *  Procop.  iib.  ih  C9p«  6,  p.  40S^ 
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tiacc  of  his  rcfidencc,  governing  from  thence  the  provinces 
J  the  fapie  magifirates  who  had  prefided  over  them  in  the 
limes  of  the  emperors,  fuch  as  confulares,  cor reftores,  and 
praelides.  Befides,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Goths, 
he  appointed  for  each  city  inferior  judges,  diftinguiliied 
with  the  title  of  counts,  who  were  to  adminifter  juftice,  and 
decide  all  controvcrfies  and  difputes :  and  herein  the  polity, 
cf  the  Goths  far  excelled,  as  Grotius  obferves,  that  of  the 
Romans ;  for,  in  the  Roman  times,  a  whole  province  was^ 
governed  by  a  confularis,  a  correftor,  or  a  praefes,  who  rc- 
fidcd  in  the  chief  city,  and  to  whom  recourfe  was  to  be  had 
at  a  great  expence  from  the  raoft  remote  parts  ;  but  Theo- 
doric,  befides  the  confularis,  the  corrcdor,  or  the  praefeSf 
appointed,  not  only  in  the  principal  cities,  but  in  each  fmali 
town  and  village,  inferior  magiftrates  of  known  integrity, 
who  were  to  adminifter  juftice,  and  fave  thofe  who  had 
law-fiiits  the  trouble  and  expence  of  recurring  to  the  gover- 
nor of  the  whole  province  *^,  no  appeals  to  diftant  tribunals 
being  allowed,  but  in  matters  of  the  greateft  importance,  or 
in  cafes  of  manifeft  injuftice  **.  Thus  Italy,  from  the  do- 
minion of  the  Romans,  fell  under  thatX)f  the  Goths,  almoft 
without  perceiving  the  change. 

SECT.    m. 

The  ancient  State  of  the  Vandals^  till  they  fettled  in  Spain 

and  Africa. 

'TpHE  Vandals  were  originally  a  Gothic  nation  ;  for  Pro-  7he^'^m 
^    copius,  who  could  not  be  a  ftranger  to  their  defcent,  of  the 
being  well  acquainted  with  Gelomir  their  king,  and  the  ^^^^^*' 
other  Vandals,  who  were  brought  prifoners  to  Conftantino- 
ple  in  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  tells  us,  in  exprefs  terms, 
that  the  Goths  and  Vandals  were  the  fame  people,  dif- 
linguiihed  in  names,  but  agreeing  in  their  origin  and  man- 
ners ®.    He  adds,  that  they  fpoke  the  Gothic  language,  as 
did    likewife   the   Gepidae,   Lombards,   Burgundians,  and 
Alans.    They  were  called  Vandals,  from  the  Gothic  word  ^hetr 
vandelen,   which   (ignifies   to  wander^  becaufe  they  often  namin 
changed  their  fituations,  wandering  from  one  country  to 
another  ^    They  are  fuppofed  to  have  come  originally  out 
of  Scandinavia  with  the  other  Goths,  under  the  command 
cf  king  Eric,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken  in  the  foregoing 

«  Grot,  in  Prolcg.  Hift.  Goth*  Caflioddr.  lib.  vi.  cap  7»       *  Grot. 
ibid.  e  Procop.  Bell.  Y«nd.  lib.  i.  cap.  %,  ^  Vide  Mattlj* 
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fedion>  and  to  have  fettled  in  the  countries  now  known  ti^f 
the  names  of  Mecklenburgh  and  Brandenburg.  Severarl 
ages  after,  another  colony  of  the  Goths,  leaving  Scandina^ 
^ia  under  the  condudi  of  king  Berig,  fettled  in  Pomerania, 
after  having  driven  out  the  Rugians,  by  Jornandes  called 
Ulmerugians.  At  the  fame  time  Berig  fubdued  the  Van- 
,  dais  inhabiting  thofe  countries;  but,  inftead  of  driving  them 
from  their  ancient  habitations,  he  only  obliged  them,  as 
they  were  a  Gothic  nation,  to  (hare  their  territories  with 
the  new-comers  ^.  In  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  part  of  the 
Vandals,  ftraitened  in  their  own  country  for  want  of  room, 
fettled  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine ;  but  were  driven  from 
thence  by  Tiberius  and  Drufus,  and  obliged  to  return  home* 
fkeirJif'  As  their  country  was  overftocked  with  people,  great 
•^^J*^  numbers  of  them  foon  left  it  again,  and  taking  their  route 

•^^'*  eaftward,  entered  the  country  lying  between  the  Bofporus 

Cimmerius  and  the  Tanais,  inhabited  at  thai  time  by  the 
Sclavi,  whom  they  drove  out,  and  feizrng  on  their  coun- 
try, took  the  name  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  calling  thenj- 
felves  Sclavi.  Some  of  thefe,  feveral  .ages  after,  In  the 
reign  of  Mauritius,  which  began  in  586,  fettled  in  Dalm»- 
tia  and  Illyricum,  which  from  them  were  called  Sclavo- 
nia  K  Others  fettled  themfelves  in  the  eaftern  parts  of 
Dacia  beyond  the  Danube,  which  province  comprehended 
the  prefent  countries  of  Tranfylvania,  Moldavia,  Wallachia, 
and  the  eaftern  parts  of  Upper  Hungary.  ,  From  thofe  who 
remained  in  Germany,  the  prefent  Poles  and  Bohemians 
are  faid  by  moil  writers  to  derive  their  origin  :  but  the  Van- 
dals, who,  under  Godegefilus  their  king  entered  Gaul,  and 
afterwards  fettled  in  Spain  and  Africa,  carne,  according  td 
Procopius  ',  from  Dacia,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Palus  Mseotis.  As  the  Vandals  were  a  Gothic  nation,  the 
fame  cuftoms,  manners,  religion,  aAd  form  of  government 
prevailed  among  them  as  among  the  Goths. 
Ihir  They  had,  without  doubt,  their  own  kings  long  before 

hm^s*  they  were  known  to  the  Romans  ;  but  Godegefilus,  under 

whofe  command  they  entered  Gaul  in  406,  is  the  firft  of 
their  princes,  whom  we  find  mentioned  in  hiftory.  He 
was  fucceeded  by  Gunderic,  who,  in  409,  from  Gaul  p&fled 
into  Spain,  and  fettled  in  Galicia.  Genferic  reigned  n€xt§ 
who  abandoning  Spain  in  428,  pafled  with  his  Vandals  into 
Africa,  which  the  Vandals  held  under  the  following  kingSf 
Hunneric,  Gundamund,  Thrafamund,  Genferic  IL  and 
Gelimer,  till  the  year  5331  when  an  end  was  put  to  their 

g  Jorn.  Rer.  Goth.  cap.  4.         '  h  Vide  Olaum  Rudbeck.  Atl^nt* 
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domiiiion  by  Belifiifius,  and  Africa  reunited  to  the  empire. 
Salvianus,  (peaking  of  the  Vandals,  fays,  that  they  were 
txcelled  by  all  the  othier  barbarous  nations  both  in  power 
and  courage^  but  neverthelefs  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
tbcbeftand  mod  fertile  provinces  of  the  empire*.  They 
embraced  the  Chriftian  religion  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
Goths  were  converted  ;  but  held,  like  the  other  Gothic  na- 
tions, the  tenets  of  Arius,  and  were  irreconcileablc  enemies 
to  the  catholic  church.  "  Salvian,  however,  cictols  th^ir  con* 
tinence  and  chaftity. 

They  firft  began  to  be  troublefome  to  the  Romans  in  the 

reign  of  M.  Aurclius  aftd  Lucius  Verus,  about  the  year  \66^ 

when  entering^  into  an  alliance  with  other  barbarous  nations^ 

namely,  the  Marcomans,  the  Narifchians,  the  Hermundu- 

rians,  Quadians,  Suevians,  Sarmatians,  Viftovalians,  Roxo-^ 

lanians,  naftarnians,  Coftobochians,  Alans,  and  lazygians^ 

they  made  an  irruption  into  the  empire,  took  and  plundered 

I  feveral  cities,  and  having  put  to  flight  the  Roman  armies 

rfcnt  againft  them,  every-where  committed  unparalleled  ra* 

;  lages.     Of  this  war,  which  is  compared  by  the  ancients  x.o 

the  Punic  and  Cimbrian  wars,  we  have  fpoken  in  our  Ro-* 

I  man  hiftory. 

On  this  occafion  the  Marcomans  and  Vandals  made^^'^^'**''* 
\  themfelves  mafters  of  Pannonia,  after  having  defeated  and  vf    r^*^, 
killed  Furius  Viftorinus,  the  prefeftus  praetorio,  who,  with  fnafien  of 
a  numerous  army,  attempted  to  put  a  ftop  to  their  incur-  Pannonm. 
fions^    They  continued  in  Pannonia  till  the  year  170, 
when  they  were  driven  out  by  M.  Aurelius,  who  purfued  Are  drhem 
them  to  the  Danube,  and  cut  off  great  numbers  as  they  ^^  ^y^' 
were  pafling  that  river.     They  entered  afterwards  into  an 
alliance  with  the  Romans ;  for  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
peace  cbncluded  in  1 80,  between  the  emperor  Commodus 
*nd  the  Aiemans  was,  that  they  fliould  not  make  war  upon 
the  Vandals  ".    In  the  year  2 15,  a  war  was  kindled  between 
Aem  and  the  Marcomans ;  for  Caracalla  ufed  to  glory  in 
his  having  fet  at  variance  thcfc  two  nations,  which  till  then 
had  lived  in  peace  and  amity  with  each  other. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  Aurelian's  reign,  while  the  cmpe-  Yr.  of  FI, 
ror  was  engaged  in  a  war  with  feveral  German  nations,  who      a^i^. 
had  entered  Italy*  the  Vandals,  having  pafTed  the  Danube  A.  0.271. 
ttnder  thecommand  of  two  of  their  kings,  and  feveral  other  Z^     7~I 
princes,  laid  wafte  the  neighbouring  provinces.     In  confe*-  in^th7^ 
«jucnce  of  this  irruption,  Aurelian,  having  gained  a  com-  empiret 
plcte  vi£lory  over  the  Germans,  led  his  army  againft  the  l>tttarg 

dri*uen  cut 
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VandalSy  whO|  upon  the  news  of  bis  approach,  retired  wttB 
great  precipitation.  The  cmperori  however,  purfued  and 
overtook  them  before  they  reached  the  Danube,  cut  great 
numbers  of  them  in  piece8>  and  obliged  the  reft  to  fue 
for  peace ;  which  he  readily  granted,  upon  their  deliver- 
ing to  him,  as  hollages,  the  Cons  of  their  two  kings,  and 
fevcral  other  persons  of  great  diftinflion.  He  incarpoiated 
two  thoufand  of  their  belt  men  amongft  his  own  troops,  and 
ordered  the  reft  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions  at  the  public 
cxpence,  till  they  reached  the  Danube  ". 
After  kis  They  continued  quiet  during  the  remainder  of  Aurelian's 

diatk  they    reign  ;  but  they  no  fooner  received  the  news  of   his  death 
gniirGauli  than,  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the  Lygians,  Franks, 
and  fiurgundians,  they  advanced  as  far  as  the  Rhine  ;  and 
having  without  oppofition  crofled  that  river,  entered  Gaul, 
and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  aimoft  the  whole  country, 
which  they  held  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  when  Probus, 
who  had  fucceeded  Tacitus,  marching  againft  them,  de- 
feated them  in  feveral  battles.     Moft  of  the  Lygians  were 
cut  off,  and  their  king  Semno  taken  prifoner ;  but  he  was 
footi  after  fet  at  liberty,  in  virtue  of  a  treaty,  by  which  the 
Lygians,  after  having  reftored  the  booty,  and  difmifled  the 
prifoners  they  had  taken,  folemnly  promifed  not  only  to  live 
in  amity  with  the  Romans,  but  togaaid  the  confines  of  the 
empire  againft  the  other  Barbarians  who  {hould  attempt  to 
Jnvadc  it  *.     The  Vandals  and  Burgundians  retired  at  the 
approach  of  the  Roman  army,  and  having  crofied  the  Rhine 
t>efore  Frobus  could  overtake  them,  encamped  on  the  banks 
ITr.  of  f I.  of  that  river.     However,  being  provoked  by  the  infults  and 
a6»5.       raillery  of  the  Rornan  foldiers  encamped  on  the  oppofitc 
^'    '  *^^'  bank,  they  attempted  to  repafs  the  river,  with  a  defign  to 
hut  reeeive  g'^^  them  battle  ;  but  the  RomanSt  falling  upon  the  firft 
a  great  dt"  that  landed,  flew  a  confiderable  number,  took  many  pri- 
featfrom     foners,  and  drove  the  reft,  who  were  haftening  to  the  af* 
J^rokus*       fiftance  of  their  companions,  back  into  the  river^  where 
moft  of  them  perifhed.     The  emperor  was  preparing  to  pafs 
the  Rhine,  in  order  to  purfue  the  (battered  remains  of  their 
army  ;  but,  upon  their  fuing  for  peace,  and  promifing  ro 
fend  back  alt  the  prifoners  and  booty  they  had  taken,  he 
agreed  to  let  them  retire  unraolcfted.     This  promife  ihcy 
did  not  perform  with  due  fidelity  ;  a  breach  of  faith  which 
fo  provoked  the  emperor,  that  xroffing  the  Rhine,  he  fell 
tipon  them  as  they  were  retiring,  put  many  of  them  to  the 
fword,  and  took  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  among  whom 
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Was  tgillus,  their  king,  with  other  perfons  of  great  dtliinc- 
tion.  Thefe  were  after^Xrards  fent  by  Probus  into  Britain, 
and  are  fuppofed  to  have  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cambridge,  where,  according  to  Bucherius,  they  gave  name 
to  the  village  of  Vandelfburg  p. 

Probus  finding,  on  his  return  from  Perfia,  the  pt-ovince  Some  of 
of  Thrace  almoll  depopulated,  allowed  a  great  number  of  '^^«  «/* 
Baftarnse,  a  Scythian  nation,  to  fettle  there.     He  likewife  ^°'^^^,  ^* 
granted  lands  in  the  fame  province  to  the  Gepidse^  the  Ju-^yj  'Jl 
thungians,   and   the  Vandals.      The  Bailarn^  continued 
faithful  to  the  empire,  and  by  degrees  brought  themfelves. 
to  live  after  the  Roman  manner  ;  but  the  other  nations  fe-> 
volting,  while  the  emperor's  troops  were  employed  againft 
Saturninus  and  Proculus,  the  former  of  whom  had  aflumed 
the  purple  in  Egypt,  and  the  latter  in  Gaul,  over-ran  the 
whole  em'pire,  committing  every-where  dreadful  ravages, 
to  the  great  diihonour  of  the  Roman  name :  but  Probus, 
having  overcome  the  two  ufurpers,  marched  all  his  forces 
againft  the  Barbarians  ;  and  in  feveral  battles,  the  particu-^ 
lars  of  which  are  unknown  to  us,  made  fuch  a  dreadful 
havock  amongft  them,  that  few  of  thofe  who  had  entered 
the  Roman  dominions  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  the 
general  carnage  ^. 

No  farther  mention  is  made  of  the  Vandals  till  the  eighth 
of  Dioclefian's  reign,  when  we  find  them  engaged  in  a 
war  with  the  Goths.     The  Taifalae  affifted  the  GothJ,  and 
the  Gepidae  joined  the  Vandals  ;  but  as  the  Romans  were 
concerned  in  this  war,  authors  only  tell  us,  in  general  terms, 
that  it  was  carried  on  with  great  vigour ;  and  that  the  Bar*         ^ 
barians  were  fo  weakened  by'  it,  that,  for  a  x:onfiderable 
time,  they  fufFered  the  Romans  to  live  in  peace.     As  for 
the  Vandals,  they  feem  to  have  continued  in  a  ftate  of  tran" 
quility  till  the  twelfth  of  Honorius's  reign,  when,  infti-  Yh  ofFU 
gated  by  Stilicho,  who  hoped,  by  their  means,  to  raife  his      *754- 
fon  Eucherius  to  the  empire,  they  broke  into  Gaul  with  '  ^^^' 

the  Alans  and  Suevians.     The  Vandals,  in  attempting  to  ^^    break 
crofs  the  Rhine,  were  attacked  by  the  Franks,  who  cm  intoGauL 
twenty  thoufand  of  them  in  pieces,  with  their  king  Godi*-      ^ 
gifcles,  and  would  have  put  them  all  to  the  fword,  had  not 
the  Alans  and  Suevians  come  feafonably  to  their  relief. 
Thefe  joining  the  Vandals,  obliged  the  Franks  to  retire^ 
^nd  croffing  without  oppofitlon  the  Rhine,  entered  Gaul  ^ 
They  firft  ravaged  Germania  Prima,  took  by  ftorm  and 
razed  the  city  of  Mentz,  the  metropolis  of  that  province. 
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From  Germania  Prima  they  paflcd  into  Gallia  Belgica,  arf<J 
from  thence  into  Aquitain,  the  moft  fertile  and  opulent 
})rovince  of  all  .Gaul.  Having  advanced  to  the  Pyrcnean 
mountains)  which  they  did  not  at  iirft  venture  to  pafs,  they 
over-ran  all  the  neighbouring  provinces,  committing  every- 
where unparalled  ravages.  The  Vandals,  Alans,  andSuc- 
Tians  were  foon  joined  by  the  Burgundians,  and  other  bar- 
barous nations,  excited  partly  by  Stilicho,  partly  by  a  de- 
fire  of  booty,  and  hopes  of  enriching  themfdves  with  the 
fpoils  of  fo  many  wealthy  provinces  *. 
Conflmntiue  In  the  mean  time  Conftantine  being  proclaimed  emperor 
•Uiget  by  the  BritiQi  legions,  from  Britain  pafTed  over  into  Gaul^ 
thimtofui  taking  with  him  all  the  Roman  forces  quartered  in  the 
j9rpia€t-  iflajjjj^  and  the  flower  of  the  Britifh  youth,  who  were 
joined, /oon  after  his  landing  at  Bologne,  by  the  Roman 
troops  quartered  in  Gaul :  with  thefe  he  defeated  the  Van- 
dals and  other  Barbarians,  in  feveral  battles ;  and  at  length 
reduced  them  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that  they  were  forced  to  fuc 
for  peace ;  which  he  granted,  without  obliging  them  to 
quit  GauU  probably  becaufe  he  hoped  to  maintain  himfelf, 
by  their  means,  in  the  power  he  had  ufurped.  Soon  after 
Geronicus,  to  whom  Conftans,  the  fon  of  Conftantine,  had 
committed  the  government  of  Spain,  revolting  upon  fomic 
difguft,  and  fetting  up  one  Maximus  for  emperor,  the  Van- 
dals,^Alans,  and  Suevians,  flew  to  arms,  probably  at  the 
inftigation  of  the  ufurper,  and  made  themfelvcs  mafters  of 
feveral  cities  in  Gaul.  The  natives,  expefting  no  relief 
either  from  Honorius  or  Conftantine,  refolded  to  defend 
themfelvcs ;  and  accordingly  uniting  their  forcesr  they 
fell  upon  the  Barbarians,  and  defeated  them  in  feveral 
ikirmiihcs.  The  Barbarians,  meeting  with  greater  oppofi- 
tion  than  they  expe£led,  and  at  the  lame  time  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  diftra£^ed  ftate  of  Spain,  which  was^ 
reprefented  to  them  as  wealthy  and  fruitful,  refolved  to  try 
whether  they  could  make  a  fettlement  in  that  country. 
With  this  defign  they  direfted  their  march  towards  the  Py- 
i-enees,  which  they  paflTed  without  oppofition,  the  guards 
,  who  had  been  placed  there,  cither  abandoning  their  pofts 
at  the  approach  of  fuch  multitudes,  or  joining  them,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  puaiihment  due  to  the  ravages  they  had 
committed  in  thofe  provinces  before  their  arrival  *. 

Thus  the  Vahdals,  Suevians,  and  Alans  firft  entered 
Spain  in  409,  according  to  fome  on  the  28th  of  September, 
according  to  others  on  the  13th  of  Oftober".     They  foon 
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ntad^  tliemfelves  matters  of  fcveral  cities  and  ftrong-lioldS|  Yr.  of  FU 
defeated  the  troops  which  Conttantinehad  detached  under      *757- 
the  command  of  bis  fonConftans,  to  fui>prer8  the  rebellion  A.D.  ^09. 
of  Gcronicus  ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  410,  obliged  '"" 

Conftans  himfelf  to  abandon  the  country,  and  retire  Vojiis 
father  at  Aries  ^.  As  for  Gcroncius,  he  entered  into  a  kind 
of  alliance  with  them  againft  their  common  enemy  Con- 
ftantine*.  And  now  the  Barbarians,  having  no  enemy  to 
oppofe  them,  over-ran  the  whole  country  y. 

They  allowed  fuch  of  the  natives  as  defired  to  abandon 
Ac  country,  to  retire  unmolefted ;  and,  for^a  fmall  fum, 
they  conducted  them  to  fuch  places  of  fafety  as  they  thought 
proper  to  choofe.    Idatius,  who  was  about  this  time  bifhop 
of  a  city  in  Spain,  defcribes  at  large  the  calamities  fufFered 
on  this  occafion  by  that  unhap-py  people.    He  fays,  that  the  the  mm* 
country  was  ravaged  on  one  fide  bv  the  Barbarians,  and  on  Aappy  com* 
the  other  by  a  dreadful  plague,  which  fwept  off  great  num-  ^'''^«  rf 
bers  *  ;  that  befides  thcfe  two  evils,  fo  great  a  famine  raged,     ?^  J*'** 
that   many  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  feeding  upon 
human   flefh;  that  parents,  prefled   by   hunger,  devoured 
their  own  children*^  and  that  the  wild-beafts,  accuftomed  to' 
live  upon  the  dead  bodies  of  thofe  who  were  killed  by  the 
Barbarians  or  died  of  the  plague,  being  deprived  of  that 
food,  fell  upon  th;e  living,  and  made  a  dreadful  havock  of 
the  country  people  in  the  fields  and  villages.    To  thefe  ca-  - 
lamitieswas  added,  fays  our  author,  the  cruelty  of  the  fol- 
dier«  and  officers,  who  being  employed  by  Conttantine  to 
levy  the  taxes,  feized  and  carried  off  the  cffeSts  and  wealth 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  conveyed  them  into  towns  as 
places  of  fafety.     Such  was  the  deplorable  condition  to 
which  the  provinces  of  Spain  were  reduced  by  the  Vandals,  T  '  ^^ 
Suevians,  and  Alans,  upon  their  firft  entering  that  coun*  aMdSva'^*^ 
try;  and  in  this  ftate  they  continued  from  the  year  406  to  fviaMStM- 
411,  when  heaven,  fays  Idatius,  infpiring  the  Barbarians  ifidttht 
with  thoughts  of  peace,  they  began  to  prefer  agriculture  to  p^o^''f*4 
war.     Having   therefore  divided  by  lot  the  provinces  of  v^^P^^ 
Spain,  they  applied  themfclves  to  works  of  agriculture.        ^kiMi^ 

In  that  divifion  Galicia  was  given  to  the  Vandals  and 
Suevians,  the  former  having  Gonderic,  who  had  fucceeded 
Godigifcles,  for  their  king,  and  the  latter  Ermcric  ;  Lu- 
fttania,  and  the  province  of  Carthagena,  fell  to  the  Alans  ; 
Baetica  to  the  Vandals  called  Silingians,  who  are  fuppofed 
to  have  given  to  their  portion  the  name  of  Vandalufia, 
changed  afterwards  into  that  of  Andalufia^    The  natives 
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who  had  efcaped  the  general  iUughter,  and  taken  refuge  in 
the  fortified  places^  fubmitted  to  the  Barbarians,  who  touch- 
ing the  holyjbook  of  the  gofpels,  fworc  that  they  would  treat 
them  for  the  future  as  their  friends  and  allies  ;  which  oath 
they  obferved  fo  religioufly,  that  many  Romans  chofe  to 
live  in  poverty  under  the  Barbarians,  rather  than  to  return 
into  the  dominions  of  the  empire.  However,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Galicia  maintained  their  liberty,  and  fprmed  a 
feparate  (late  in  a  corner  of  that  province,  where  they  were 
often  attacked  by  Ermeric  king  of  the  Suevians,  who  at 
length  fuffered  them  to  live  in  peace,  being  feized  with  a 
diftemper  of  which  he  languished  the  feven  laft  years  of  the 
fourteen  he  reigned^.  Pope  Leo  obferves,  that  the  ca- 
tholic church  fuffered  greatly  by  this  irruption  of  the- Bar- 
barians, who  would  not  fuffer  the  civil  and  ecciefiafticai 
laws  enaAed  againil  heretics,  efpecially  the  Prifcillianifis, 
to  be  put  in  execution.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bifhopg 
not  meeting  and  holding  councils,  as  ufual,  the  follower^ 
of  Prifcillian,  who  till  that  time  had  been  obliged  to  keep 
themfelvcs  concealed,  began  publicly  to  own  their  tenets, 
and  gained  over  a  great  many  profelytes  *^. 

.  In  the  year  416  Vallia,  king  of  the  Goths  in  Gaul,  hav-? 
ing  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Romans,  undertook  to  drive 
the  Barbarians  out  of  Spain  \  an  enterprize  which  gave  rife 
to  a  war  of  which  we  know  but  very  few  particulars.  Iq 
422  the  emperor  Honorius,  informed  of  the  low  condition 
to  which  the  Vandals  had  been  reduced  by  the  Goths  under 
the  conduft  of  Vallia,  refolved  to  attempt  the  recovery  of 
the  provinces  retained  by  them  in  Spain.  With  this  view 
he  ordered  Cailinus,  general  of  the  foot,  and  captain  of 
the  guards,  to  march  againil  them,  at  the  head  of  a  confi? 
derable  army.  Caftinus  defeated  them  in  feveral  encoun- 
ters, and  reduced  them  to  fuch  difficulties,  that  they  began 
to  think  of  abandoning  the  country  which  they  had  feized ; 
^h0fvia,iH  but  the  Roman  general  having,  in  the  mean  time,  unfeafof(f 
^fyaal  ably  rifked  ari  engagement,  twenty  thoufand  of  his  trooJN^ 
njt^orjf  were  cut  in  pieces  ;  and  he  wa§  obliged,  with  the  poor  re* 
^KmLn  mains  of  his  (battered  army,  to  take  refuge  in  the  city  of 
Tarraco  ^.  After  this  vidlory  the  Vandals  made  themfelvcs 
piaflers  of  Seville.  Having  firmly  eftabliihed  their  domir 
minion  in  Andalufia,  they  ravaged  the  neighbouting  pro- 
vinces, almoft  deflroyed  the  city  qf  Carthagena,  and  paffing 
oyer  into  the  Balearic  iilands,  committed  horrid  ravages, 
carrying  back  with  theioi  into  Spain  an  immenfe  booty,  and 
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an  incredible  number  of  captives. ,  Not  long  after  this  ex- 
pedition the  Vandals  and  Suevians  quarrelling,  Gonderic, 
king  of  the  Vandals,  gained  great  advantages  over  Ermcric, 
king  of  the  Suevians,  whom  he  obliged  to  fly  for  refuge  to 
the  mountains  of  Bifcay,  and  there  kept  him  and  his  people 
blocked  up  :  but  in  the  mean  time  AUerius,  count  of  Spain, 
and  the  vicar  MauroceluSy  falling  unexpe£bedly  upon  Gon* 
deric,  cut  great  numbers  of  his  men  in  pieces,  and  obliged 
the  reft  to  abandon  Bifcay  and  Galicia,  and  retire  into  An- 
daluGa.  Gonderic,  on  his  return  to  Seville,  took  the  church 
from  the  catholics,  and  gave  it  to  the  Arians ;  in  confe- 
quence  pf  which  facrilege,  being  immediately  poflefled, 
faysldatius,  and  tormented  with  an  evil  fpirit^  he  periflied  Gortderic 
in  a  miferablji  manner  *.  dieS' 

Gonderic'left  feveral  fons  ;  but  was  neverthelcfs  futceed-  Gen/tric* 
edby  his  brother,  called  by  the  ancients  Gaiferic,  Geifcric, 
and   Gizeric,  but  now  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Genferic.     Procopius  maintains,  that  he  was  the  natural 
fon  of  Godigifcles,  killed  by  the  Franks  in  406 ;  and  Si- 
dunius  fays  he  was  the  fon  of  a  king,  but  that  his  mother 
was  a  flave  ^     He  renounced  the  Catholic  faith,  which  he 
firft  profeffed,  to  embrace  the  doftrine  of  Arius,  maintained 
by  the  Vandals  his  countrymen  «.     He  was  remarkably 
brave  and  courageous,  Ikilled  in  the  art  of  war,  being,  from 
his  infancy,  inured  to  the  hardfhips  and  toils  attending  a 
military  life  *.     Before  his  acceflion  to  the  crown,  Ije  was 
*«rell  known  to  the  Romans  by  the  many  advantages  he  had 
gained  over  them  in  Spain  ;  the  viftory  over  Caftinus  in 
422,  was  no  leis  owing  to  his  bravery  than  to  the  rafh  con* 
du£t  of  ^he  Roman  general;  and  chiefly  by  his  means  the 
Suevians  in  Spain  were  reduced  ta  the  loweft  ebb  of  for- 
tune.    Upon  his  arrival  in  Africa,  he  caufed  the  wife  of 
the  deceafed  king  to  be  drowned  in  the  river  Amfachus,  and 
foon  after  put  all  her  children  to  death,  to  prevent  the  dif- 
turbances  they  might  have  raifed  by  their  prctenfions  to  the 
crown  *•    Genferic  had  fcarce  taken  pofleflion  of  the  throne,  ^f  //  ^- 
when  he  was  invited  over  into  Africa  by  count  Bonifacius,  ^'''^^ 
who  commanded  the  Romap.troops  in  that  province.    Boni-  ^'J^'J^, 
facius  had  ferved  the  empire  with  the  utmoft  fidelity,  and, 
on  that  account,  bad  been  raifed  by  the  emprefs  Placidia 
to  the  higheft  honours,  and  fent  with  an  unlimited  power 
into  Africa ;  which  province  he  had  defended  with  great 
bravery  againft  the  repeated  attempts  of  the  ufurper  John^ 
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Hi6  rife  caufed  great  jealoufy  in  his  rival  Aetius,  who 
found  means  to  perfuade  Placidiai  that  Bonifaclus  had  pre<« 
fervcd  Africa  for  himfelf,  and  only  waited  an  opportunity 
of  pulling  off  the  mafk,  and  eflabliihing  an  independent 
fovereignty.  Placidia,  gjvjng  entire  credit  to  the  infinua- 
tioRS  of  Aetius,  whom  ilie  iiid  not  in  the  leaft  miftruil, 
declared  Bonifacius  a  public  eliemy,  and  difpatched  a  ftrong 
body  of  troops  againlt  him.  Bonifacius,  finding  the  em- 
prefs  determined  upon  his  ruin,  and  himfelf  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  contend  with  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  empire, 
had  recourfe  to  Genferic  king  of  the  Vandals,  who,  at  this 
time,  peaceably  poffefled  the  province  of  Andalufia. 

The  treaty  being  agreed  to,  Genferic  made  the  neceffary 
preparations  for  fo  important  an  expedition..  The  Barba- 
rians had  no  veffels,  neither  did  they  know  how  to  make 
life  of  them  ;  but  thofe  who  employed  them  took  care  to 
fupply  them  with  every  thing  they  wanted.     When  the  ne- 
ceffary veffels  were  prepared,  and  the  Vandals  upon  the 
point  of  embarking,  Genferic  was  informed,  that  Hermi- 
garius,  a  celebrated  commander  of  the  Suevians,  was  ra« 
hidfeais   va^ifig*  the   neighbouring   provinces.      Genferic,    putting 
tht  !iui*vi'   himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  chofen  body  of  troops,  went  in 
*^'^*  queft  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  engaging  them  in  Lufitania,  gave 

them  a  total  overthrow.  Hermigarius  their  leader  attempt-^ 
cd  to  make  his  efcape ;  but  was  drowned  in  croffing  the 
river  puadiana  near  Merida  *'.  Idatius  confiders  his  death 
as  a  punifhment  infli£ted  upon  him  for  fpeaking  contemptu- 
oufly  of  St.  Eulalia,  and  pillaging  the  city  of  Merida, 
where  the  body  of  that  faint  was  kept  and  revereci. 

From  this  expedition  Genferic  returned  to  the  place  where 
the  veffels  were   kept  in  readinefs   for  his  embarkation. 
There  he  had  ordered,  before  his  departure,  all  the  Van- 
dals to  affemble,  with  their  wives,  children,  and  cffeds. 
Having,  upon  his  return,  commanded  them  to  go  onboard, 
Yr.  of  Fl.  he  put  to  fca  in  the  month  of  May  in  the  year  428 ;  and, 
*77^-      abandoning  Spain,  croffed  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  and 
-^-  P-  ^*^'  landed  in  Africa  *.     The  Romans  again  took  poffeffion  of 
^keVan*     ^^^  provinces  which  the  Vandals  had  abandoned,  and  pof- 
dais  ahan-   feffcd  them  till  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Suevians,  as 
don  Spain,  the  Suevians  were  in  their  turn  by  the  Goths.     Genferic 
pretended,    that  his   army  amounted  to  eighty  thoufand 
ftrong;  but  in  that  number  he   muft  have  comprifcd  the 
old  men,  the  children,  and  even  theflaves  ■*.     In  the  mean 
time  Placidia,  having  difcovered  the  true  caufc  of  the  re- 

* 

k  Idat.  p.  17,  %%,  »  Via.  Vkens.  de  Perfecut.  Vandal.  lib, 
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ifclt  of  Bonifacius,  wrote  an  obliging  letter,  afluring  him 
of  her  favour  and  proteftion  for  the  future,  exhorting 
him  to  return  to  his  duty,  and  exert  his  ufual  zeal  for  itha 
welfare  of  the  empire,  by  driving  out  the  Barbarians,  whom 
the  malice  of  his  enemies  had  obliged  him  to  call  in,  for  his 
own  fafety  and  prefervation.  This  tafk  Bonifacius  readily 
undertook,  offering  them  confiderablefums,  provided  they 
quitted  Africa,  and  returned  to  Spain. 

But  the  Vandals,  already  mailers  of  the  greater  part  They  gain 
of  Africa,  firft  returned  him  a  contemptuous  anfwer  ;  and  feveral 
then,  falling  unexpeftedly  upon  him,  cut  moft  of  his  men  '^i^^ries 
in  pieces,  and  obliged  Bonifacius  himfelf  to  take  refuge  in  ^p^JZltl 
Hippo ;  which  place  they  invefted  in  the  month  of  May 
430,  about  three  months  before  the  death  of  St.  Auftin 
bifhop  of  that  city.  The  fiege  lafted  about  fourteen  months, 
it  the  expiration  of  which  the  Vandals  were  forced,  by  a 
£amine  that  began  to  rage  in  their  camp,  to  relinquifli  the 
^nterprize,  and  retire  ".  Soon  after  their  retreat,  Bonifa- 
cius having  received  two  reinforcements,  one  from  Rome, 
and  the  other  from  Conftantinople,  under  the  condufl:  of 
the  celebrated  Afpar,  a  refolution  was  taken  by  the  Romaa 
generals  to  offer  the  enemy  battle.  The  Vandals  readily 
accepting  the  challenge,  a  bloody  engagement  cnfued,  in 
which  the  Romans  were  totally  defeated  by  the  Barbarians^ 
-who  made  an  incredible  number  of  captives,  and  obliged 
the  reft  to  take  fhclter  among  the  rocks  and  mountains* 
Among  the  prifoners  ^^'as  Marcian,  then  affeffor  to  Afpar, 
and  afterwards  emperor.  Afpar,  who  commanded  the 
caftern  troops,  efcaped-with  difficulty  out  of  Africa,  and 
returned  to  Conftantinople.  Bonifacius  repaired  with  all* 
fpeed  to  Italy,  being^  called  thither  by  theemprefs  Placidia. 
Upon  their  departure,  the  Barbarians  over-ran  all  Africa, 
committing  every  where  moft  dreadful  ravages.  Thefc 
ftruck  the  inhabitnnts  of  Hippo  with  fuch  Jerror,  that  they 
abandoned  their  city,  which  was  firft  plundered,  and  then 
fet  on  fire  by  the  viftorious  enemy  5  fo  that  Cirtha  and  Car- 
thage were  the  only  two  ftrong  places  in  Africa  ftill  pof- 
feffed  by  the  Romans  *^. 

About  the  fame  time  Genferic  made  fcvcral  attempts  Yr.  of  FU 
upon  Sicily ;  but  was  conftantly  repulfed   by  Cafliodore,      ^783. 
great-grandfather  to  the  celebrated  fenator  of  the  fame       ^'435* 
namie  ?.     At  length  a  peace  was  concluded  between  Valen-  /;-^a„> 
tinian  and  Genferic  ^ :    whofe   moderation  is   greatly  ex-  concludes  a 
colled  .by  Procopius  ^ :  but  other  writers  afcribe  his  making  peace  with 

■  Procop.  Bell.  .V^nd.    lib-  i.    cap.  3.    p.  185.      Vit.  S.   Aug.  ^^^ 
f  Salv.  Gub.  lib.  vii.  p.  i4f>  14-1.  P  Cafliod.  lib.  i.  ep.  4.  p,  4.,  *    ^ 
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peace  with  the  Romans,  not  to  his  moderationi  but  to  the 
apprehenfion  he  was  under  of  being  attacked  by  the  united 
j(prces  of  both   empires.     Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Romans 
ceded  to  him  part  of  Numidia,  the  province  Proconfularis, 
and  likewife   Byzacene.     Profper  writes,    that,    for  thefe 
provinces,  Genfcric  was  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  to  the  em- 
peror of  the  Eaft.     He  delivered  to  the  Romans  bis  fon 
Hunneric  by  way  of  hoftage  \  but  fo  greaf  was  the  confi- 
dence they  placed  in  Genferic,  that,  fome  time  after,  they 
fent  him  back  his  fon  ;  of  which  generofity  they  had  foon 
Vr,  of  Fl.  occaCon  to  repent :  for  four  years  after,  the  Romans  being 
*7*7-       engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Goths  in  Gaul,  Genferic  feizing 
A,  D-  419'  that  opportunity,  furprifed  the  city  of  Carthage  on  the 
\j  f  jggj      twenty-third  of  Oftober  j  by  the  taking  of  which  place,  the 
CartAagi.    Vandals  remained  mafters  of  the  Proconfularis,  of  Byza- 
cene, Gaetulia,  and  part  of  Numidia  •.     However,  Valen- 
tinian  maintained,  as  long  as  he  lived,  the  other  provinces 
of  Africa,  though  reduced  to  a  moft  deplorable  condition. 
Thefe  were  the  two  Mauritanias,  called  Caefarienfis  and 
Sitifenfis,  with  Tripolitana,    Tingitana,  and  that  part  of 
Numidia  in  which  Cirtha  flood.     Thus  Carthage  fell  under 
the  power  of  the  Vandals,  after  it  had  belonged  to  the  Ro- 
mans for  the  fpace  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  years  ^ 
ffkuk  oc^        When  intelligence  of  the  taking  of  Carthage  by  tne  Van- 
cajioni  a      dals  was  brought  to  Rome,  Valentinian,  apprehenfive  that 
great  they  would  foon  make  fome  attempt  upon  Italy  itfelf,  order- 

j/iir^  m     ^^  ^^^  walls,  towers,  and  gates  of  all  the  cities  on  the  coaft 
*"*'  to  be  repaired.     The  governor  of  Rome  was  ftri£ily  enjoin- 

ed to  put  that  city  in  a  (late  of  defence  againft  any  fudden 
attack,  and  empowered  to  oblige  all  the  inhabitants,  with- 
out, diftinclion,  to  affift  in  the  work.  Levies  were  made, 
and  guards  placed  on  the  walls,  and  at  the  gates.  In  the 
year  440  the  Roman  people  received  intelligence  of  Genfe- 
ric's  having  failed  from  Carthage  with  a  powerful  fleet;  but 
wore  ftill  unacquainted  with  his  defign.  In  confequence  of 
this  information,  Valentinian  publiQied  a  law,  granting  to 
all  ranks  of  people  the  liberty  of  taking  arms,  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  common  enemy.  By  the  fame  law 
he  grants  whatever  they  (hall  take  from  the  Vandals,  and 
exhorts  them  to  aft  on  this  occafion  with  the  courage  of 
true  Romans,  and  with  that  moderation  and  juftice  that 
become  men  of  honour.  He  adds,  that  an  army,  deftined 
by  Theodofius  for  the  defence  of  Italy,  was  in  full  march ; 
and  that  Aetius  would  foon  arrive  from  Gaul,  at  the  head  of 

•  Chron.  Alex.  p.  7301    Vi^.  Vitcnf.  lib.  v.  p.  5.  t  Profp. 
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another  army.     Several  bodies  of  troops  were  placed,  at 
proper  diftances,  along  the  coaft,  under  the  condu£l  of  Si-^ 
gifvult,  a  Goih  j  and  the  people  ordered  to  be  in  readinefa 
to  take  arms  upon  the  firft  alarm.     Notwithftanding  all  Hera^ 
thefe  precautions,  Genferic,  in  the  month  of  June,  made  a  'VfgtsSi-* 
defcent  upon  Sicily :   meeting  with  little  refiftance,  he  ra»  ^v* 
vaged  the  open  country,  and  even  bcfieged  Palermo  ;  but 
no?  being    able   to  reduce  the  place,  returned  to  Africa 
with  an  immenfe  booty, 

Genferic  being  now  become  formidable  to  both  empires, 
Thcodofius  refolved  to  afEft  Valeniinian,  his  coufin  and  fon- 
in  law,  againft  fo  powerful  an  enemy.    Accordingly,  he  fit- 
ted out  a  fleet  confifting  of  eleven  hundred  large  fhips ;  and^ 
icmbarking  the  flower  of  his  army  under  the  condu£lof  Ar- 
covindas,  Anfilus,  and  Germanus,  he  ordered  them  to  land 
in  Africa,  jhat  they  might  join  the  Weftern  forces,  and 
drive  Genferic  out  of  the  countries  he  had  ufurped :  but 
Genferic  pretending,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be  defirous  of  con- 
cluding a  peace  with  both  empires,  the  Roman  generals 
waited  on  the  coaft  of  Sicily  the  refult  of  the  negotiations, 
till  the  feafon  proper  for  aftion  was  elapfed.     In  the  follow- 
ing year,  the  Hulins  breaking  into  Thrace  and  IHyricum, 
Thcodofius  was  obliged  to  recall  his  forces,  and  Valenti- 
nian  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Genferic,  which  he  could  Falintimam^ 
not  obtain,  but  by  furrendering  all  the  countries  in  Africa  yi^ids  t§ 
which  he   had    feized  ".     Some  years  after  Eudoxia,  the  ^^^fi^*^M 
widow  of  Valentinian  III.    being  forced,  by  the  ufurper  tnesh^kad 
Maximus,  who  had  murdered  her  hufband,  to  marry  him,  }>/«/^ 
in  order  to  revenge  this  affront,  difpatched  a  faithful  mef- 
fenger  to  Genferic,  conjuring  him  to  revenge  the  death  of . 
his  friend  and  ally  Valentinian,  and  refcue  her  out  of  the 
arms  of  a  tyrant,  who  had  embrued  his  h'inJs  in  the  blood 
of  her  hufband  «^.     As  the  emprefs  aflured  him,  that  he 
would  meet  with  little  refiftance  in  Italy,  and  at  the  fame 
tioiepromifed  to  affift  him  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power,  he 
embraced,   with  great  joy,  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of 
enriching  himfelf  with  the  fpoilsof  fuch  a  wealthy  country;  Yr.  of  FL 
and,  putting  to  fca  without  delay,  fteered  his  courfe  im-      *8o3- 
mediately  to  Rome,  which  he  took  iand  plundered,  as  we     '  ^'  ^^^ 
have  related  at  large  in  a  former  volume.     Ampngft  other  q    ^  .  ^ 
perfons  of  great  diftinftion,  Genferic  carried  with  him  over  ^akis  and 
into  Africa  the  emprefs  Eudoxia,  her  two  daughters  Pla<p  -plunders 
cidia  and  Eudocia,    and  Gaudentius   the  fon   of  Aetius.  ^ow*. 
Marcian,  who  fucceeded  Maximus,  difpatched  ambafladora 

"  Chron.  Alex.  p.  730.    Frofp^ChroQ.  ♦  ^vagr.  lib.  ii. 
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to  Genfcric,  carneftly  entreating  him  to  fufFer  the  cmprcfs, 
and  the  two  princcfies  her  daughters,  to  return  to  Rome; 
but  he  lending  a  deaf  ear  to  his  entreaties>  kept  them  till 
the  year  462,  when  he  fent  backEudoxia^  with  herfecond 
daughter  Placidia,  to  Leo,  the  fucceflbr  of  Marcian ;  but 
detained  Eudocia,  and  married  her  to  Hunneric,  his  elded 
'  fon,  who  had  by  her  Hildcric,  afterwards  king  of  the  Van- 
dals in  Africa  \ 

Genfeiic,  upon  his  return  to  Africa,  fubdued  the  coub- 
tf  ies  that  were  ftili  in  the  hands  of  the  Romans.  Avitus, 
who  had  fucceeded  Valentinian  III.  difpatched  ambaffadors 
to  him,  reminding  him  of  the  treaty  he  had  concluded  with 
the  empire,  and  threatening,  if  he  did  not  obferve  the  ar- 
ticles of  that  convention,  to  make  war  upon  him,  not  onljr 
with  his  own  forces,  but  with  thofe  likewife  of  his  allies, 
meaning  the  Vifigoths,  that  were  ready  to  embark,  and  pafs 
over  into  Africa.  Accordingly,  he  fent  a  numerous  fleet  to 
Sicily,  under  the  condu£fc  of  Ricimer,  with  orders  to  keep 
themfelves  in  readinefs  for  fea  upon  the  firft  notice':  but 
Genferic,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  the  emperor's  remon- 
ftrances  or  threats,  failed  from  Carthage  with  a  fleet  of  fixty 
(hips,  having  on  board  a  great  number  of  land-forcesj  and 
fliaped  his  courfe  towards  Corfica,  it  being  yet  a  fecrct, 
i  whether  he  defigned  to  make  a  defcent  upon  Italy  or  Gaul. 

He'tidi*  But  Ricimer  no  fooner  heard  he  had  put  to  fea,  than  he  too 
^^'h^K'  ^^^g^^^  anchor  j  and  furprifing  him  near  Corfica,  defeated 
««/r!         himentirely*. 

jjakis  a         However,  he  returned  foon  after  with  a  more  numerous 
iiifrent  on    fleet ;  and  making  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  Italy,  carried 
the  coaft  of  off  unmolefted  an  immenfe  booty,  and  a  great  number  of 
•^*  captives.     Marcian,  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  pitying  the  con- 

dition to  which  Eudoxia  and  her  two  daughters  were  re* 
duced,  difpatched  ambaifadors  to  him,  carneftly  entreating 
him  to  fend  back  the  three  princeffes,  and  to  forbear  ra- 
vaging the  lands  of  tlife  empire,  purfuant  to  the  treaties  he 
had  concluded  with  the  emperor  of  the  Weft.  Gtrdtnc 
heard  the  ambaffadors,  but  difmiffed  them  without  anyan^ 
f>ver.  Upon  their  return  Marcian,  imagining  that  an  Anan 
,  might  fpeak  with  more  liberty  to  a  prince  of  that  perfua- 

fion,  wrote  a  letter  to  him  with  his  own  hand,  and  chargw 
Bleda,  a  biftiop  of  that  feft,  to  deliver  it.  Bleda,  finding 
he  could  obtain  nothing  by  prayers  and  entreaties,  bowj 
declared,  that  he  ought  not  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  fo blindw 
by  the  fuccefs  that  had  hitherto  attended  him,  as  not  tore- 

»Procop.  Bell.   Vand.   lib.  ii.  cap.  9.  p.   155.    Tbcoph.  P' $5' 
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fle£l  on  the  danger  to  which  he  expdfed  himfelf,  by  pro- 
Yoking  fuch  a  warlike  prince  as  Marcian.  Genferic  liftened 
with  patience  s  but  refufcd  to  comply  with  either  ojf  the 
emperor's  requefts  *. 

Avitus,  emperor  of  the  Weft,  who  had  fuccccded  Valen- 
tinian  III.   being  depofed  after  a  fhort  reign,  Majorianus 
was  chofcn  in  his  room.     In  the  beginning  of  that  prince's 
reign,  the  Vandals  made  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  Campa- 
nia ;  but  the  Romans  attacking  them  while  they  were  plun-  l^hi  Vaw'* , 
dering  the  country,  put  great  numbers  to  the  fword,  among  ^^^^  ^e- 
whom  was  the  brother-in-law  of  Genferici  and  obliged  the  fu^^i^"^ 
reft  to  abandon  their  booty,  and  take  refuge  on  board  their  mans' 
fleet**.     Majorianus,  not  fatisfied  with  this  trifling  advan-  Majoria' 
tage,  rcfolved  to  pafs  over  into  Africa,  and  attempt  the  re-  »«J  re- 
covery  of  thofe  wealthy  provinces.     With  this  view  he  af-  /^'^^^  '* 
fembled  a  fleet,  confiding  of  three  hundred  veffels,  hired  a  i„to^Hca. 
great  number  of  troops  of  the  Barbarians,  who  lived  in 
amity  with  the  empire,  and  made  other  necefllary  prepara- 
tions for  fo  arduous  an  undertaking;  the  Gauls,  though 
greatly  exhaufted  by  heavy  impofts,  contributing  with  joy 
towards  the  cxpence  of  the  expedition.     Four  years  were 
employed  in  making  the  neceflfary  preparations  for  driving 
the  Vandals  out  of  Africa.     At  length,  in  the  year  460,  yr.  ©f  Fl. 
Majorianus  leaving  Aries,  where  he  then  refided,  began  his      *8o8. 
march  towards  Spain,  which  he  entered  in   the  month  of  ^-  ^-  4^o. 
May,  with  a  defign  to  crofs  over  from  thence  into  Africa  «.  • — * 

The  Romans  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  of  fuccefs,  having 
Majorianus  for  their  leader ;  and  the  Vandals,  dreading  the 
iflue  of  a  war  under  the  conduft  of  fo  renowned  a  com- 
mander, did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  avoid  it.  Gen- 
feric fent  ambafladors  with  proposals  for  concluding  a  peace 
with  the  empire,  which  he  promifed  to  obferve  with  the  ut-^ 
moft  fidelity ;  but  fhefc  being  rejefked  by  the  emperor,  he 
ravaged  all  Mauritania,  and  even  poifoned  the  waters,  be- 
ing informed,  that  Majorianus  defigned  to  land  there,  and 
thence  march  to  Carthage. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Roman  fleet  being  afiembled  in  uufUet 
the  bay  of  Aiicant,  and  Majorianus  ready  to  embark,  a  ff^^prifed 
fquadron  of  Genferic's  b^ft  fhips  fuddenly  appeared,  and  h^j^*^^^^ 
falling  upon  the  Roman  veflTels  at  anchor,  funk  a  great    ^'' 
number  of  them,  difabled  others,  and  returned  with  fome 
m  triumph  to  Africa.     This  misfortune,  which,  we  are 
told,  was  owing  to  the  treachery  of  fome  officers  on  board    " 
the  Roman  fleet,  difconcerted  all  the  emperor's  meafures, 
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and  put  a  Hop  to  the  enlerprize.  However^  Majoriatias 
perfifting  in  his  refolution  of  invading  Africa,  ordered  the 
fliips  to  be  repaired,  and  in  the  mean  time  returned  to 
Aries,  to  pafs  the  winter,  Genferic,  finding  the  late  mif« 
fortune  had  not  diverted  Majorianus  from  his  former  refo- 
lution, and  dreading  the  arms  and  valour  of  fo  great  a  ge- 
neral, offered  new  propofals,  which  he  at  length  accepted  **. 
Ctmcmdesa^  Thus  a  peace  was  concluded  between  Majorianus  and  Gen- 
Gwferic,  ^^^^  >  but  the  articles  of  the  treaty  have  not  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  us.  Whatever  they  were,  Genferic  did  not  long 
obferve  them  \  for  he  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  death 
of  Majorianus,  which  happened  the  following  year  461, 
than  he  fent  a  powerful  fleet  to  pillage  the  coafts  of  Sicily 
and  Italy,  and  even  made  himfelfmafter  of  Sardinia*^. 

The  inhabitants  of  Italy,  being  informed  that  Genferic 
was  making  great  preparations  to  renew  his  ravages  on 
their  coafts,  had  recourfe  to  Leo,  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  Se- 
verus,  whom  Ricimer  had  raifed  to  the  empire  of  the  Weft, 
being  entirely  unqualified  for  that  high  flation,  and  alto- 
gether incapable  of  protefting  them  againft  fo  powerful  an 
enemy  as  Genferic.  They  earncflly  entreated  Leo  either 
to  fupply  them  with  (hips  of  war,  or  to  mediate  for  them 
fome  kind  of  accommodation  with  the  king  of  the  Van- 
dals»  Leo  declined  fending  them  any  fiipplies,  which,  he 
faid,  would  be  an  open  breach  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  be* 
Oenferic  tween  Genferic  and  the  emperors  of  the  £aft ;  but  fent 
ravages  ambaflradors  into  Africa,  with  propofals  for  a  peace  with 
\fltaNand  ^^  Weftern  empire,  earneftly  preiBng  Genferic  at  the  fame 
Sialy\  time  to  deliver  Eudoxia,  and  her  daughter  Placidia.  Gen- 
feric anfwered,  that  he  would  hearken  to  no  terms  till  the 
effedls  of  Valentinian  were  reftored,  which  he  claimed  as 
the  portion  of  Eudocia,  that  prince's  eldeft  daughter^  whom 
his.  fon  Hunneri  had  married.  However,  he  Tent  back  to 
Leo  the  two  princeifes,  declaring,  that  he  was  willing  to 
live  in  peace  with  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  ;  but  under  the 
above  mentioned  pretences  he  never  failed,  for  fome  years, 
to  make  defcents  early  in  the  fpring  on  tjbe  coafts  of  Sicily 
and  Italy,  pillaging  the  country ;  but  always  avoiding  to 
engage  the  Romans,  and  retiring  as  foon  as  their  forces  ap 
pcared  ^  Olybrius  having  foon  after  married  Placidia, 
Genferic  took  from  thence  a  new  pretence  to  ravage  Italf 
with  more  cruelty  than  ever,  declaring,  that  he  would  wage 
an  eternal  war  with  the  Weftern  empire,  uniefs  Olybrius^ 
brotber»in-law  to  his  fon,  was  raifed  to  the  imperial  dignity^ 

d  Idat.  p.  39,  40  Sid.  lib.  i.  ep.  it.  p.  %%,  Cufp.jp.  551.  « Pro- 
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The  inhabitants  of  Italy  had  recourfe  once  nK:>re  tO'  fhe  tm^ 
peror  Leo,  who  difpatched  the  patrician  Tatian  to  Gen«  ^ 
feric,  injoining  him  to  conclude  a  peace  with'  that  prince: 
upon  any  terms ;  but  Genferic  would  Hften  to  none.    Ill 
the  mean  time  the  emperor  Severus  dying,  the  Romans  fent 
deputies  to  Confliantinople,  entreating  Leo  to  fend  Anthe- 
mios  into  Italy,  whom  they  defigned  to  choofe  emperor, ' 
Amhemius  was  a  native  of  Conftantinopie,  defcended  of  an 
ancient  and  illuftrious  family,  had  married  the  daughter  of 
the  late  emperor  Marcian,  and  was  at  that  time  count  of 
the  Eafl:.     Leo  immediately  complied  with  the  requeft  of 
the  Romans  %  fo  that  Anthemius,  arriving  in  Italy,  was 
With  one  voice  chofen  emperor,  notwithftanding  the  great 
intercft  made  by  Genferic  in  ifavour  of  Olybrius.     Gen- 
feric,  high fy  provoked  againft  Leo  for  contributing  to  the 
promotion  of  Anthemius,  fent  a  powerful  fleet,  which  ra-  anJfih- 
vagcd  Peloponnefus  and  the  Greek  iflands ;  from  whenct  wife  Peh" 
they  carried  off  a  great  number  of  captives  «.     Leo  was  n^  ponmfust 
fooner  informed  of  thefe  devaftations  than  he  difpatched  ^^  ^j*^ 
Philarchus  to  acquaint  Genferic,  that,  if  he  did  not  forbear  ,77^^. 
fuch  ads  of  hoftility,  he  ihould  be  obliged  to  declare  war 
againft  him,  and  repel  force  with  force.     But  Genferic, 
defpiling  his  menaces,  anfwered,  that,  if  Leo  thought  proper 
to  make  war  upon  him,  he  fhould  not  find  him  unprepared  ; 
and  foon  after,  to  bid  him,  in  a  manner,  defiance,  he  fent 
his  fleet  to  ravage  the  coafls  of  Greece  and  the  other  mari-  ^ 

time  provinces  of  the  Eaflern  empire.  A  report  was  fpread 
in  Conftantinople,  that  his  fleet  had  appeared  before  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  which  greatly  alarmed  the  emperor  and 
the  whole  court.  But  we  are  told,  that  the  famous  ancho- 
ret Daniel  Stylita,  to  whom  the  emperor  had  recourfe,  re- 
moved tbeii^  fears,  by  aflTuring  them,  that  the  defign  of  the 
Barbarians  would  prove  abortive ;  and  that  they  would 
foon  return  to  Africa,  without  being  able  to  make  them*- 
fclves  roafters  of  Alexandria,  or  any  other  place.  It  hap^ 
pened  as  he  had  foretold  }  for  the  Barbarians,  after  feveral  - 
unfuccefsful  attempts  on  Alexandria,  and  fome  other  places, 
returned  home,  without  either  captives  or  booty  *. 

Leo  refolving,  at  all  events,  to  revenge  the  affront  offered  Yr,  of  Fl. 
hy  Genferic  to  the  eaftern  empire,  made  great  preparations      a8i6. 
for  carrying  the  war  into  Africa.     Procopius  writes,  that  A.  D.  468. 
on  this  occafion  he  expended  a  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  T^     7~" 
pounds  weight  of  gold.     Candidus,  as  quoted  by  Suidas,  great  pre- 
relates,  that  the  prefefts  contributed  forty-feven  thoufand  pamthns 

Chron.  Alex,  p  478.    PrOGOp^  Bdl.  Vand,  lib.  2.  cap.  6.  p.  191.  Africa. 
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pounds  weight  of  gold  towards  defraying  the  charges  of  thk 
war  \  and  the  prince,  feventeen  thoufand  of  gold,  and  fe« 
Tcnty  thoufand  of  filver^  out  of  his  privy  purfe  5  that  the 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  conBfcated  eftates,  was  txsx^ 
ployed  in  buying  up  provifions,  purchafing  ihips,  and  hiring 
troops ;  and  that  Anthemius,  emperor  of  the  Weft,  afiifted 
Leo  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  both  with  men  and  monej'* 
In  this  enterprize  were  employed  the  choiceft  troops  of 
both  empires ;  for  not  only  Anthemius  fcnt  very  confider^ 
able  fupplies  both  of  men  and  (hips  S  ^^^  likewife  Marcel-» 
linuSy  who  had  eilablifhed  a  new  fovereignty  in  Dalmatia  7 
that  prince  commanded  in  perfon,  not  only  his  own  troops^ 
but  thofe  likewife  that  were  fent  by.  Anthemius  emperor  of 
the  Weft. 

The  fame  of  thefe  warlike  preparations  ftruck  the  whole 
world,  fays  Conftantine  ManaiTes  ^,  with  terror  and  amazes 
ment :  nothing,  continues  he,  feemed  capable  of  reOfting  fo 
numerous  an  army,  and  fo  powerful  a  fleet,  except  gold, 
which  no  power  can  oppofe :  but  as  the  time  appointed  by 
Providence  for  punifliing  the  Vandals  was  not  yet  arrived, 
^he  com-  heaven  fuffered  Leo  to  commit  the  whole  management  of 
mttmd^jall  this,  war  to  Bafilifcus,  brother  to  his  wife  Vcrina.  Bafilifcus 
tkijorces  \^^\  gained  great  advantages  over  the  Barbarians  in  Thrace^ 
where  he  had  commanded  as  general  of  that  province  ;  fo 
that,  with  rcfpedl  to  his  military  capacity,  he  feemed  fuf* 
ficiently  qualified  for  fo  great  a  command,  the  more  as  he 
had  under  him  John,  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  courage  and 
experience  °* :  but, on  the  other  hand,  Bafilifcus  was  aduated 
.by  two  very  dangerous  paflions,  namely,  avarice  and  ambi-* 
lion.  The  latter  urged  him  eventoafpire  to  the  fovereignty, 
which  he  hoped  to  attain  by  means  of  Afpar,  who  govern-* 
ed  under  Leo  with  almoft  abfolute  power ;  but  as  be  pro* 
feflTed  the  dodlrine  of  Arius,  he  was  himfelf,  on  account 
of  his  religion,  excluded  from  the  imperial  dignity.  He  had 
lately  quarreled  with  Leo,  and  therefore  fearing  left  that 

Erince,  if  he  fubdued  the  Vandals,  fhould  by  this  viflory 
e  enabled  to  reduce  his  power,  andpunifh  him,  ashedc" 
ferved,  for  his  arrogance,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  entered 
into  a  private  treaty  with  Bafilifcus,  promiGng  to  raife  him 
to  the  throne,  provided  he  fpared  Genferic,  for  whom  he 
might  likevi^ife  have  fome  regard,  as  he  poiTefied  the  fame 
tenets  with  himfelf  "• 


gifven  to 
Hts  iha- 
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.   The  ifldnd  of  Sicily  was  appointed  the  place  of  general 
iiendezvous  °.     From  thence  Marcellinus  was  to  fail  for 
Sardinia,  which  the  Vandals  had  lately  feized;  Heraclius     " 
ofEdefTa,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was  deflined 
for  Libya  \  and  Bafiiifcus,  with   the  greateft  part  of  the 
fleet,  and  the  flower  of  the  troops,  to  fleer  his  courfe  to 
Carthage.  Purfuant  to  this  plan  Marcellinus  landed  in  Sar-  Sardinia 
dinia,  and  reduced  that  ifland  ;  while  Heraclius,  with  the  ^^^S^' 
troops  quartered  in  Egypt,  inThebais,  and  Cyrenaica,  land-  conjere'd 
ing  fuddenly  in  the  province  of  Tripolitana,  reduced  Tri-  fromtht 
polis,  and  the  other  cities  in  that  country.     From  thence  f^andah. 
he  began  his  march  by  land,  with  a  defign  to  join  BaHlifcus 
at  Carthage  •*.     That  commander,  failing  from  Sicily,  ar- 
rived with  his  fleet  at  cape  Mercury,  only  fourteen  leagues 
from  Carthage,  foon  after  Genferic  had  received  the  dif- 
agreeable  news  of  the  lofs  of  Sardinia  and  Libya.     The  ar» 
rival  of  fo  formidable  a  fleet,  and  the  lofles  he  had  already 
fuftaincd,  flruck  him,  though  a  man  of  great  intrepidity, 
with  fuch  terror,  that,  believing  himfelf  irretrievably  loft, 
he  isfaid  to  have  had  fome  thoughts  of  evacuating  Africa, 
and  retiring  to  fome  other  country  ;  and  indeed,  if  Bafllif- 
cushad  marched  dire£lly  to  Carthage,  during  the  panic 
which  had  feized  the  Barbarians,  he  might,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, have  made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  city,  and  put  an 
tud  to  the  war,  by  an   entire   reduftion  of  the  country* 
Some  authors  write,  that  he  had  already  gained  confider- 
able  advantages  over  the  fleet  of  Genferic  ^.  Jornandes  fays> 
he  attacked  Carthage  feveral  times  by  fea  ;  but  either  for 
want  of  ikill,  orbecaufe  he  was  willing  to  favour  Genferic, 
his  attacks  were  not  fo  vigorous  as  the  Barbarians  expe£ted  \ 
Genferic,  recovering  from  his  confternation,  fent  deputies 
to  the  Roman  admiral,  requefting  a  truce  for  five  days,  to 
fettle  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  to  fubmit  to  Leo  •. 
•Genferic   folicited  this  truce,    hoping  a  favourable  wind 
might  fpring  up  during  that  time  for  engaging  the  Roman 
•  :flcct ;  for  his  men  were  all  on  board  the  fhips  of  war,  which 
were  to  tow  other  light  and  empty  veflels. 

The  wind  proving  as  favourable  as  the  Vandals  could  7X*  R9-. 
>^lfli,  before  the  truce  was  expired,  they  weighed  anchor,  manfttet 
and  drawing  near  to  the  Roman  fleet,  fet  fire  to  the  empty  ^^  ^^7^^ 
fcips,  which,  being  driven  among  the  reft,  threw  their  whole  *fj^l/ 
Jiavy  into  the  utmoft  confufion.     While  the  Romans  were 
in  the  utmoft  diforder,  and  employed  either  in  keeping  off 
.the  fire-fliips,  or  extinguiOiing  the  flames  on  board  their 
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own,  the  Vandals,  falling  upon  them,  ovcrwhclcfted  t^enf 
with  (bowers  of  darts*,  took  feveral  of  their  (hips,  fanfc 
others,  and  difpcrfed  the  whole  fleet.  Several  Roman» 
diflinguiihed  themfelves  on  this  occafioti  in  a  mod  eminent 
manner^  but  aboreall  John,  who  finding  himfelf  furround- 
ed  by  the  enemy,  attacked  one  fliip  after  another,  and  killed 
a  great  number  of  men ;  but  not  being  able  to  prevent  their 
boarding  him,  when  he  found  he  was  overpowered,  he  threw* 
Iiimfelf,  armed  as  he  was,  on  a  plank,  into  the  fea.  Gea* 
fon,  the  fon'  of  Genferic,  admirjng  his  courage  and  gallant 
behaviour,  begged  he  would  not  abandon^  bimfclf  to  dc- 
fyair,  offering  him  at  the  fame  time  life  and  Kberty ;  bill 
the  brave  commander  anfwering,  *•  John  fhall  never  faH 
into  the  hands  of  fuch  dogs,"  quitted  bis  plai>k  and  was 
.  drowned.  Heraclius,  who  was  in  full  march  from  Lybik 
to  Carthage,  upon  the  news  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  BaGlifcus, 
thought  it  advifeable  to  retreat  into  the  territories  of  the 
empire,  Marcellinus  returned  to  Sicily,  where  he  wa» 
affaflinated  by  an  officer  who  commanded  under  him,  not 
without  the  privity,  as  was  fuppofed,  of  Anihemius,  Kr 
whom  his  power  gave  great  umbrage  •.  Bafilifcus  returned 
to  Sicily  with  the  few  fhips  that  had  efcaped,  ^nd  front 
ihence  to  Conftantinople,  where,  upon  his  arrival,  he  took 
refuge  in  "the  church  of  St.  Sophia;  but  though  his  trea- 
chery was  publkly  known,  his  life  was  fpared,  and  himfelf 
allowed  to  retire  to  Heraclea  in  Thrace,  the  emprefs  Ve- 
rina,  his  fifler,  having  employed  the  great  intereft  fhe  ha4 
with  the  emperor  in  his  behalf;  but  Afpar^  who  had  pn>- 
mifed  him  the  fovereignty  as  the  reward  of  his  treachery, 
was  fo  far  from  being  able  to  perform  his  promife,  that  he 
t;ould  not  fave  his  own  life,  being,  by  Leon's  orders,  put  to 
death  foon  after.  Such  was  the  iiTue  of  this  nnha-ppy  expe- 
dition, which  is  faid  to  have  drained  both  empires  of  their 
tirealth,  and  to  have  cofl  them  the  lives  of  above  fifty  thou-^ 
fand  men  ".^ 

Genferic,  finding  the  Romans  quite  difpirited  by  the 

lofTes  they  had  fiiflained,  refolved  not  to  let  flip  fo  favour- 

Genferic      ^^  ^"  opportunity  of  extending  hi«  conquefts,     Accord- 

rtduces        mglyy  without  lofs  of  time,  he  put  to  fea,  and  landing  m 

Sicily,  Sar^  Sardinia,  recovered  that  ifland. .  Thence  he  failed  to  Sicily, 

ihfiia,  ^c»  which  he  likewife  reduced,  as  he  did,  the  three  following 

years  aTl  the  iflands,  between  Italy  and  Africa,  the  Romans 

not  being  in  a  condition  to  leftrain  his  conquefts,  and 

trembling  at  the  very  name  ^f  Genferic  ^.     From  thefc 
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Iflands  he  yearly  fent  fleets  to  ravage  the  coafts  of  Italy,  of 
Peloponnefus,  and  the  Greek  iflands,  equally  defpifing  both 
emperors,  and  bidding  defiance  to  their  power. 
'  At  length  he  concluded  a  peace  with  Odoacer>  king  of 
Italy,  to  whom  he  ceded  the  ifland  of  Sicily,  but  upon  con- 
dition he  fhould  pay  him  a  yearly  tribute,  as  a  fecurity  for 
which  he  kept  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Lilybaeum.     In  the  pre-  Yr.  of  FU 
ceding  year  he  had  concluded  a  peace  with  the  emperor      *^*5- 
Zeno,  the  fucceflbr  of  Leo,  who,  renouncing  all  claim  to  '  ^^^* 

the  provinces  of  Africa,  yielded  them  for  ever  to  Genferic  Concludes  a 
and  his  defcendents.  The  perfon  employed  by  Zeno  on  this  peace  lAntM 
occafion  was  Severus,  a  fenator  of  an  unblemiflied  cha-  Zent^ 
ra£ter,  and  greatly  efteemed  on  account  of  his  difintereft- 
ednefs,  candour,  and  integrity..    He  was  received  by  Gen- 
feric with  all  pofliible  marks  of  honour  and  efteem ;  that 
prince,  who  was  advanced  in  years,  being  defirous  to  ter-^ 
%riinate  the  war  by  a  lading  peace,  that  his  fon  Hunneric ' 
flight  quietly  enjoy  the  kingdom  he  had  founded.     After 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace  Genferic,  admiring  the  frugal 
life  and  modefty  of  the  Roman,  fent  him  a  conGderable  fum 
of  money,  and  very  rich  prefents :  which  he  refufed,  fay»- 
ing,  that  the  only  prefent  worthy  the  acceptanceof  aRoman 
ambaflTador  would  be  the  delivery  of  his  countrymen  who 
were  held  in  captivity,   Genferic  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  an« 
fwer,  that  he  immediately  fent  for  Severus,  and  told  him^ 
that  all  the  Roman  captives  who  had  fallen  to  his  (hare)  and 
to  the  (hare  of  his  children,  were  free,  and  at  his  difpofaL 
He  save  hin>,  at  the  fame  time,  liberty  to  ranfom  fuch  as 
had  Deen  divided  among  the  foldiers  and  oflicers  of  his  army. 
Severus,  having  obtained  without  ranfom  the  liberty  of  all 
the  Roman  captives  belonging  to  the  king  and  the  rpyal 
.  family,  publicly  fold  by  au£tion  all  his  plate'  and  furniture^ 
and,  with  the  money  accruing  from  the  fale,  redeemed 
many  others  ^     Severus  prevailed  likewife  on  Genferic  to 
fuffer  the  church  of  the  catholics  at  Carthage  to  be  opened^ 
and  recall  the  ecclefiaftics  belonging  to  it,  whom  he  had 
banifhed  fome  time  before  ^-     Genferic  died  foon  after ; 
bat  the  peace  was  religioufly  obferved  by  his  fucceffors  till 
the  reign  of  Juftinian,  who,  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  Hilderic 
Againft  his  brother  Gilimer,  who  had  ufurped  the  crown* 
drove  the  Vandals  out  of  Africa,  and  reunited  thofc  ^pro* 
winces  to  the  empire. 

^  Male,  p,  87,  Procop,  Bell.  Vaad.  lib.  i.  cap.  7,  p.  195.      r  Via. 
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S    E    C    T.      IV. 

^he  Ancient  State  of  the  Sueves,  till  their  Settlement  iti 

Spain. 

The  uamt^    'TP  H  E  Sucvcs  were,  in  Cacfar's  time,  the  greatcft  and 
Jeats^  9ri*     *^     moft  warlike  nation  of  all  Germany*.     Tacitus  di- 
gin^  &c.  f>f  vidcs  them  into  fevcral  tribes  or  nations,  known  by  different 
ihe  Sufves.  names,  comprehendrng,  under  the  common  appellation  of 
Sueves,  the  Longobardt,  the  Semnones,  the  Rheudingi,  the 
Aviorres,  the   AngK*.     Ptolemy  mentrons  only  three  na- 
tions of  the  Sueves ;  namely,  the  Suevi  Longobardi,  the 
&uevi  Samnones,  and  the  Suevi  Angili,  whom  Tacitus  and 
other   writers  call  Angli.     Some  writers  maintain,   that 
,  the    Vandals   and  Sueves  were   the  fame  people,    called 
Vandals   from    the  word  wandrende^  and  J>ueves  from  thi 
"U^ord  Jchwacbendey  both  which   fignify  ivanderers.     In  -the 
time  of  the  tmperor  Nero  they  dwelt  between  the  Rhine 
and  the  Elbe.     In  the  time  of  Tacitus  the  hiftorian  they 
^'ere  feated  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Viftula  or  Weifler; 
for  there  they  are  placed  by  that  writer.     From  them  the 
Suevus,  now  the  Oder,  took  its  name  ;  and  the  Baltic  was 
called  the  8uevian  Sea.     Solinus  is  of  opinion,  that  they 
were  called  Suevi  from  Mount  Suevio,  parting  Germany 
from  tJarmatia.     As  to  therr  origin,  nothing  has  been  al- 
leged by  authors  but  what  is  very  uncertain,  and  not  to  be 
depended  upon;  fome  deriving  their  origin  from  Scan- 
dinavia, fome  from   Sarmatia,  feme  from  Hungary,  afld 
others  endeavouring,  with  arguments,  drawn  from  monu- 
ments of  antiquity,  to  convince  us  that  they  were  originally  a 
Gerinan  nation  ^    Some  writers  affert  that  they  came  from 
Scandinavia*  and  fettled  on  the  bartks  of  the  Albisor  Elbe  5 
that  they  were  fubdued  by  the  Saxons,  and  blended  undef 
their  name,  as  were  all  the  other.nations  conquered  by  that 
people.  "However,  the  Sueves  retained  at  the  fame  time  their 
own  name  ;  and  hence  the  Angli,  who  were  a  Suevian 
nation,  arefometimes  called  Saxones  Angli,  and  fometimes 
Suevi  Angli.     The  Sueves  were  a  warlike  nation,  and  as 
fuch  are  <:ommended  both  by  Caefar  and  Tslcitas^    The 
Sueve*  h^d  kings  of  their  own,  arid  feem  to  have  agreed  irt 
'  cuftoms  and  manners  with  the  other  German  nations.  But 
we  know  very  little  of  their  affairs  till  the  Romans  became 

•  Csbfar  Bell.  Gall,  lib*  i.  a  Tacit,  de  Mor.  Ger.  cap.  it. 

*  Vide  Rudbcck.  Atlant.  part.  i.  cap.  44.  Grot,  in  Proleg.  J*i»tor. 
in  Orb.  Gotb.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.   Pailorlum  in  Hiii  Folon*  cap."?* 
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itquainted  with  them,  which  happened  in  the  year  of  Rome 
742,  the  twenty-fecond  of  Auguftus's  reign,  and  about 
eight  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  when  Drufus, 
the  fon  of  Livia,  and  brother  ro  Tiberius,  pafling  the  Rhine, 
entered  Germany,  and  in  three  campaigns  reduced  all  the 
nations  between  that  river  and  the  Elbe  '.  1 

But  that  young  prince  dying  on  his  return  to  Ronre,  the 
hntions  he  had  fubdued  threw  off  the  yoke  ;  a  revolt  which 
obliged  Augtiftus  to  fend  Tiberius  againft  them,  who  over- 
ran great  part  of  Germany,  and  forced  the  Barbarians  to 
fue  for  peace ;  but  the  emperor  would  not  even  hear  the 
ambaffadors,  becaufe  the  Sicambrians,  one  of  the  moft  war- 
like nations  among  them,  had  not  fent  their  deputies  with 
fhofe  of  tlie  other  Barbarian-s.   The  war  was  therefore  con-  TkeSicam* 
tinued,  till  the  Sicambrians  fubmitted  to  fuch  conditions  as  ^'"'^fs  anJ 
Auguftus  thought  fit  to  impofe ;  as  did  likewife  the  Sueves,  /T*^'/- 
the  allies  and  confederates  of  the  Sicambrians.  The  Sicam-  TtOerius- 
brians  and  Sueves  having  thu«  fubmittcd,  Tiberius,  pur-  p    ,  r 
fuant  to  the  inftruftiofis  he  had  received  from  Auguftus,  themirMf- 
obliged  forty  thoufand  of  them  to  pafe  the  Rhine,  and  .fettle  plante4 
inCiaul.     Suetonius  tells  as,  that  land«  were  allotted  them  intoGauL 
on  the  banks  of  that  river;  but  Suetonius,  fays  Bocherius, 
w^s  in  that  particular  perhaps  miftaken,  it  being  probable, 
that  they  were  placed  at  a  confiderabl^  diftance  from  the 
Rhine,  to  prevent  their  pafling  that  river,  and  joining  the 
ottier  German  nations ;    that  author  even  endeavours  to 
prove  from  feveral  ancient  monuments,  which  are  ftill  ex- 
tant, that  the  country  about  Courtray  was  anciently  inha- 
bited by  the  Sueves  *. 

In  the   reign  of  Tiberius,    the  Sueves   dcpofed  Maro-  Yr.  of[FI. 
bodes  their  king,  and  chofe  Catualdes  in  his  rpom§  who,    A*n^* 
at  the  inftigation  of  Tiberius,    had    excited    the   Sueves  '  '^* 

againft    him.      Marobodes    took    refuge    in    the    Roman  ^^Z^^w 
dominions,  and  was  allowed  by  Tiberius  to  fettle  at  Ra-  out  their 
veflna,  where  he  paflTed  the  laft  eighteen  years  of  his  life.  ^'»^  Ma<^ 
Catualdes  himfelf  was  foon  after  driven  from  the  throne,  ^^^^^'f* 
and  obliged    to  take   refuge   in  the   city  of  Frejus.     As 
both  princes  came  attended  by  great  numbers  of  Sueves,  ^^^* 
their  friends  and  adherents,  Tiljerius,  apprehending  they  i^^'J f^ 
w^iRht  diftufb  the  peace  of  the  empire,  allotted  them  lands  fettU  be* 
beyond  the  Danube,  and  appointed  aQuadian,  named  Van-  jondthe 
nius,  to  reign  over  them.     Vannius  governed  them  for  the  Danub$» 
fpace  of  thirty  years,  that  is,  to  the  year  50,  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  ara,  the  tenth  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  when,  having 

^  Tacit.  A/inal.  ii,  c?p.  4T,  p.  53.    SiKjt,  lib.  iii.  cap.  5Q.  p.  ^%p^ 
f  Buch.  lib.  i.  cap.  so«  p.  49,  50. 

E  3  become 


5^46  The  Hifiory  of  the  Sueves. 

become  obnoxious  to  the  natiop,  on  account  of  Kis  haugbty 
and  imperious  condu£t|  he  was  by  them,  with  the  afBilancc 
of  their  neighbours  the  Hermundurians  and  Lyeians,  de-w 
pofed  and  bani(hed^  Claudius  refufed  to  affift  nim;  but 
neverthelefs  allowed  him  to  retire  into  Pannonia,  and  eveq 
gave  him  and  his  followers  lands  in  that  province.  Vangio 
und  Sido,  nephews  to  Vannius  by  his  ifter,  but  his  declar- 
^  cd  enemiesi  divided  his  dominions  between  them,  and  con- 

tinued ever  faithful  to  the  Romans.  Sido  and  Italicus,  who 
had  fucceedcd  Vangio,  joined  Vefpafian  with  all  their  forces 
againft  Vitellius,  and  on  that  occaCon  commanded  their 
troops  in  perfon.    In  the  year  83,  a  colonv  of  Suevcs  was 
fettled  in  Frifia  $  for  Tacitus,  in  the  life  of  Agricola,  faySj^ 
that  fome  Germans  in  the  Roman  fervice,  quartered  in  Bri^ 
tain,  having  killed  their  officers,  and  made  their  efcapc« 
were  driven  afhore  on  the  coaft  of  Germany,  and  taken  ana 
fold  for  flaves  by  the  Sueves  and  Frifians,  who  believed  then^ 
pirates  s.     How,  or  on  what  occaiion,  the  Sueves  came  to 
Yr.  of  Fl.  fettle  there,  we  are  not  informed.     In  the  year  85,  the 
*413-       Sueves,  and  their  allies  the  Lygians,  being  greatly  harafied 
•^'  ^-  ^5'    by  the  neighbouring  nations,  fent  deputies  to  Domitian^ 
earneftly  intreating  him  to  affift  them  in  their  diftrefs.  Do« 
mitian  difmifTed  the  ambaifadors  with  a  favourable  anfwer, 
but  fent  them  only  one  hundred  horfemen  i  an  affront  whic^ 
fo  provoked  the  Sueves,  that,  joining  the  lazy^es^  a  Sar- 
matic  nation,  they  refolved  to  pafs  the  Danube,  and,  by 
pillaging  the  Roman  territories,  revenge  the  infult  offered 
to  them  by  the  emperor.     What  happened  after  this  junc- 
tion our  hiftorian  has  not  thought  fit  to  tell  us :  but  Taci- 
tus, in  one  place,  writes,  that  the  Sarmatians  and  Suevians 
rofe  in  arms  againd  the  empire ;  and  in  another,  that,  fooi| 
ney  defeat  ^fter  Agricola  returned  to  Rome,  the  Roman  armies  wer^ 
the  Romans  defeated  in  Pannonia.     We  find  no  farther  mentio*n  of  the 
Sueves  till  the  year  168,  when,  joining  the  Marcomans,  and 
other  German  nations,  they  defolated  feveral  provinces,  de- 
feated great  armies,  and  threatened  the  empire  with  total 
dcftru^ion.     But  of  this  war,  which  is  compared  by  the 
ancient^  to  the  Punic  and  Cimbrian  warsy  we  have  fpoken 
at  l^rge  in  the  Roman  hiftory. 
^hiirfi'         The  firft  year  of  Claudius's  reign,  the  Sueves,  entering 
toeral  ir-     into  an  alliance  with  other  German  nations,  broke  into 
ruptious       Italy,  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  lake  Benacus,  now  Lago  di 
Empire         Garda,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona ;  but  vere  utterly 
defeated  by  the  emperor,  and  moft  of  them  cut  in  pieces.^* 

f  Tacit.  Ann.  ii.  cap.  <»i,  63.  p.  61, 6(s*  -k  Idem»  Vit.  Agric. 

cap.  iS.  p.  i47«^caf»»  41*  p*  151*  ^  Aur*  Vit*  p.  213.  &  Goits* 
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Is  tlir  twenty-firft  y«ar  of  Conftantius's  reign,  the  Sucvcs 
broke  into  Rbsetia,  the  Quadians  into  Valeria^  and  the 
Sarmatians  into  Lower  P^nnonia  and  Upper  Moefia ;  inva- 
(ions  which  obliged  the  emperor^  who  was  then  at  Rome« 
10  quit  that  metropolis,  and  inarch  agaihft  them.  But  as 
he  returned  ibon  after  to  Italy,  and  no  mention  is  made  of 
any  engagement,  we  may  conclude,  that  at  his  approach 
the  Barbarians  withdr^ew,  and  retired  to  their  refpedive 
countries  ^  .         -^ 

In  the  year  406,  they  entered  Gaul  with  the  Alans  and 
Vandals,  and  from  thence  paired  into  Spain,  as  we  have 
idready  related*    They  continued  ravaging  that  country  till 
ibe  year  411,  when,  the  Romans  being  entirely  expelled,  yr.  of  Ft 
^hey  made  peace  wttb  the  natives,  and  divided  the  Spanifli      a7sf. 
provinces,  by  lot,  among  them.     In  this  drvifioHj  Galicia  ^'^'  4"- 
feu  to  the  Vanda>ls  and  Sueves  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  that  II 
province,  refufing  to  fAibmit  to  the  Barbarians,  united  in  cau/^aZi 
defence  of  their  liberties,  and  formed  a  feparate  ftate  in  a  tAenJe  pafi 
corner  of  their  ancient  country,  where  they  were  often  imtoSpaU^ 
attacked  by  the  Sueves,  under  the  condu£k  of  Emeric  or  '^^^^kthiy. 
ErBieric,  their  king.     But  thatprin<:e,  bein^  feized  with  a      '!l^.l 
lingering  dtftemper,  fuffered  them  to  live  in  peace  during  Vandah 
the  feve»  laft  years  of  hig  reign  ^.  andAlam^ 

AJMout  three  years  after  the  Sueves,  Vandals,  and  Alans, 
had  divided  the  Spanifli  provinces  among  them,  Ataulphus 
liog  of  tKe  Vifigoths,  quitting  Gaul,  fettled  in  Catalonia^ 
where  he  was  murdered,  as  was  like  wife  his  fucceflbr  Sige- 
(ic,  after  a  fhort  reign  of  feven  days  :  but  VaUia,  who  fuc« 
ceeded  Sigeric^  having  concluded  a  peace  with  theRomans^ 
attacked  the  Sueves,  Vandals,  and  Alans  in  Spain,  gained 
&veral  advantages  over  them,  and  cut  ofFfuch  numbers  of 
the  Alans,  that  the  few  who  efcaped  the  general  ilaughter^ 
were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  Gonderic  king  of  the  Vandals^. 
The  Sueves  likewise  fuftained  great  ioiles  this  war;  but 
iieverthelefis  maintained,  againll  the  utmoft  efforts  of  th^^ 
Goths,  that  part  of  Galicia  which,  in  the  diviiion  of  the 
provinces,  had  fallen  to  their  (hare-  The  Goths  returning 
^Q  after  to  Gaul,  where  Conftans  had  beflowed  on  thein 
Aquitania  Secunda,  difputes  arofe  among  the  Vandals 
And  Sueves;  for,  the  very  year  after  the*  departure  of  the 
Goths,  we  find  the  Sueves,  with  their  king  Eoieric^ 
Aut  up  by  Gonderic,  king  of  the  Vandals^  among  the 
mountains  of  Bifcay;  but  Aflerius,  count  of  Spain,  and 

^  Ammian.  lib.  xvi.  p.  7*.  k  OroC  lib*  iii«  csp.  t|.  p.  i6j. 
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Maurocelus,  vicar  to  the  praefe^lus  prsetorio,  fallm|^  un* 
expededly  upon  the  Vandals^  obliged  them   to  leave  the 
Sueves,  and  retire  out  of  Ga]icia  into  Baetica^    Upon  their 
retreat,  the  Sueves  reduced  that  part  of  Galicia  which  had 
been  poiTefied  by  them.    In  the  year  430,  a  body  of  Sueves 
attempted  to  crofs  the  Rhine,  with  a  defign  to  enter  Gaul, 
and/rom  thence  pafs  into  Spain,  and  join  their  countrymen 
TA#  Sueves  fettled  in  Galicia  ;  but  Aetius,  who  was  then  in  Gaul, 
in  Germa-  ^attacking  them,  cut  great  numbers  in  pieces,  and  obliged 
V  J  f^/    the  reft  to  return  to  their  own  country,  between  the  Elbe 
*     and  Weiff'el.     Of  this  vi£tory  Jornandes  fpeaks  without  all 
doubt,  where  he  tells  us,  that  Aetius  overcame  the  Sueves, 
made  a  dreadful  havock  of  that  nation,  and  made  them 
fubjedl  to  the  empire  ".     At  the  fame  time  he  defeated, 
,         with  great  flaughter,  the  Juthongians,  whofe  country  bor-r 
dered  on  Rhaetia,  and  the  Norici,  who  were  fubjefls  of  the 
empire,  but  had  revolted,  and  joined  the  Sueves  and  Jur 
thongians. 

In  Spain  the  Sueves  made  their  utmoft  efforts  to  reduce 
the  inhabitants  of  Galicia;  but  that  brave  people  ftill  main* 
make  war   ^^jned  thcmfelves  free,  defending  their  fortrefl'es,  againft 
nati'ves  of    ^^^  repeate<^  attacks  of  the  Barbarians,  with  fuch  refolution, 
Calieia.       that  Emeric  concluded  a  peace  wilh  them,  that  his  people, 
who  began  to  be  greatly  diftreffed  for  want  of  corn,  might 
apply  themfelves  to  agriculture.    This  peace,  however,  was 
of  fliort  duration ;  for,  in  the  following  year,  the  Sueves, 
began  boililities  again,  and  breaking  into  the  territories  of 
the  natives,  committed  dreadful  ravages.     In  this  diftrefs, 
the  unhappy  Galicians  difpatched  Idatius  the  chronologer, 
their  bifliop,  into  Gaul,  to  acquaint  Aetius  with  the  de- 
plorable condition  to  which  they  were  reduced  ;  and  to  in- 
treat  him  to  fend  as  many  troops  as  he  could  fpare  to  their 
afiiftance.     Aetius,  who  was  then  at  war  with  the  Franks, 
unable  tP  afford  them  the  leaft  affiftance,  fcnt  count  Cenfo- 
rius  into  Spain,  with  the  charadler  of  ambaffador  to  Eme- 
ric, hoping  to  induce  him,  by  gentle  methods,  to  conclude  a 
peace  with  the  natives.     Emeric  received  the  Roman  am^ 
baffador  with  the  greateft  marks  of  honour,  and,  at  his  re- 
queft,  began  to  treat  with  the  Galicians ;  but  the  treaty  was 
'  foon  broken  off,  and  hoftilities  renewed,  which  cofitinued 
till  the  year  437,  when  Cenforius  was  fent  again  to  the 
court  of  Emeric,  with  Fretipiund,  to  negotiate  an  accom- 
modation between  that  prince  and  the  Galicians;  which 
they  effedled  in  the  end,  Emeric  being  feized  with  a  lingcr- 


»  Greg.  Tur.  Hift  Franc,  lib.  ii.  pap.  9."p.  63. 
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mg  diftemper,  and  thereby  rendered  incapable  of  bearing 
the  toils  of  war  "*.  ^ 

A  peace  being  thus  concluded,   Emeric  refigned  tbe 
crown  to  his  fon  Rechila,  after  he  had  reigned  twenty-eight 
years.     He  lived  four  years  after  his  refignatiop,  in  retire- 
ment, without  ever  concerning  himfelf  with  public  affairs.  x 
Rfechila  fignalized  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  with  a  vidory 
gained  in  Bsetica  over  Andevotus,  whofe  rich  treafure  he 
pillaged  ;  but  who  this  Andevotus  was,  we  are  not  infornir 
ed.     In  the  year  439,  Rechila,  entering  Lufitania,  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  Merida,  the  capital  of  that  province  ;  and 
purfuing  his  conquefts,  reduced,  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  Yr.  of  FU 
following  years,  the  city  of  Seville,  and  the  two  provinces       *7*9^ 
of  Baetica  and  Cartagena.     In  confequence  of  thefe  hoftili-  -^  ^*  *♦'• 
ties,  the  Romans,  who  had  again  taken  pofleflioti  of  Bsetica,  «    ,.. 
upon  the  departure  of  the  Vandals,  difpatyhed  into  Spain  makes him» 
Aftierus,  to  drive  them^out  of  the  provinces  they  had  feized.  ftlfmaflvt^ 
Aftierus  fell  upon   the  Bagaudac,  who  had  lately  fettled  in  offenjiral 
the  province  of  Tarraco,  and,  cutting  moil  of  them  in  ^'*^^'- 
pieces,  recovered  that  country  " ;  but  we  do  not  find  that" 
he  attempted  any  thing  againft  the  Sueves.  Not  long  after, 
Vitus,    who  commanded  a  confiderable  body  of  Roman 
troops  in  Spain,  with  the  title  of  magifter  militije,  entering 
the  provinces  of  Bsetica  and  Carthagena,  committed  great 
ravages;  but  a  body  of  Goths,  who  came  to  his  affiftance, 
being  defeated  by  Rechila,  both  he  and  his  army  were  feized 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that,  betaking  themfelves  to  a  ftiameful 
flight,  they  left  the  Sueves  at  liberty  to  pillage  the  country 
at  their  pleafure,    and  reduce  feveral  ftrong  places,  that, 
till  then,  had  been  occupied  by  the  Romans. 

In  the  year  447  Pvechila  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Yr.  of  FK 
fon  Rechiarius,  who  took  the  royal  enfigns  at  Meiida,  not-       »795- 
wrthftanding  the  oppofition  be  met  with  from  fome  of  his  ^'  ^'  ^^7* 
own  nation.     He  profeffed  the  catholic  faith  ;  but  began  ^    ... 
his  reign  by  plundering  his  neighbours  lands  p.     He  mar-  futcet^ded 
ried  the  daughter  of  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Goths  in  Lan-  by  his  fon 
guedoc^  and,  immediately  after  his  marriage,  entering  the  Richiaritu. 
territories  of  the  Gafcons,  who  were  ftill  in  Spain,  ravaged 
them  to  a  great  extent.    From  thence  he  went  to  pay  a  vlfit 
to  his  father  in-law  at  Thouloufe,  anil,  on  his  return  to 
Spain,  furprifed  the  city  of  Lerida,  where  he  carried  off  a 
gircat  number  of  captives.     He  afterwards  pillaged  the  ter- 
ritory of  Saragofa,  which  belonged  to  the  Romans  ^.     , 

In  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Valentinian  III. 
Manfuetus,  count  of  Spain,  and  count  Fronto,  were  fent 

^  I<1at.,p.  21,  t^«  *  Ibid.  p.  23.  P  Ihid.  p.  2,$,  29. 
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by  <he  emperor  to  Recbiarius^  with  propofals  for  an  ^ccom^ 
'    xnodation  between  him  and  the  natives  of  Spain  who  ftill 
^iihiMrins  continued  fubjc£l  to  the  Romans.     Rcchiarius  not  only  re- 
€oncliidesa  ceived  the  Roman  ambafladors  with  the  greatcft  marks  of 
^aci  with  -  cftecm,  buc  concluded  a  peace  upon  the  terms  which  the 
tkt  Ro'        emperor  had  enjoined  them  to  propofe.     We  are  ignorant 
*"**^         of  what  thefe  terms  were,  but  they  are  faid,  by  Idatius,  to 
have  been  very  advantageous  to  the  empire.     The  peace, 
thus  concluded,  was  religioufly-obferved  by  Rechiarius  till 
the  death  of  Valentinian,  when,  taking  advantage  of  the 
general  confuGon  occafioned  by  the  murder  of  that,  prince, 
and  likewife  of  his  fucceflbr  Maximus,  he  over-ran  and  pil« 
laged  the  province  of  Carthagen^  with  a  defign  to  fubdue 
all  the  countries  that  were  ftill  held  in  Spain  by  the  Ro^ 
xnaos  ^     Avitus,  who  had  fucceeded  Maximus,  difpatched 
count  Fronto  into  Spain,  to  remind  the  king  of  the  Su^ves 
^hndtrii    ^  ^^^  treaty   be   had   concluded   with  Valentinian,     At 
itpg  0/  ti^   the  fame  time  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  who  bad 
i^tfig^t^      efpoufed  the  intereft  of  Avitus^  difpatched  ambaiTadors'^  to 
t/paufest^t  Rechiarius,  his  fon-in-law,  earneftly  intreating  him  not  to 
^ike  Ramans  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  countries  belonging  to  the  empire^  left  he  too 
^ainfi        {hould  be  obliged  to  treat  him  as  an  enemy^  and  join  the 
f^  emperor,  whom  he  Mras  bound  to  fupport-     What  anfwer 

Rechiarius  returned  to  this  remonftrance,  Jornandes  does 
not  explain ;  he  only  tells  us,  that  he  had  no  fponer  dif- 
milTed  the  envoys  than,  breaking  into  the  province  of  Tar- 
'  raco,  which  belonged  to  the  Rqmans,  he  laid  it  wafte,  with- 
out the  leaft  regard  either  to  treaties  or  iuftice.   Theodoric 
fent  him  a  fecond  embaiTy,  to  which  he  anfwered,  with 
great  haughtinefs,  that,  if  Theodoric  complained  of  his  con« 
dud,  he  was  ready  to  give  him  an  account  of  it  at  Thou- 
loufc.    Theodoric,  piqued  at  this  anfwer,  began  to  prepare 
for  war;  and,  having  firft  concluded  a  peace  with  the  neigl^ 
bouring  nations,  he  fet  out,  with  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  Avitus,  for  Spain,  leading  with  him  a  very  numerous 
army,  confifting  of  his  own  people,  and  a  body  of  auxiliary 
Burguodians«  commanded  by  Gondiac  and  Hilperic,  or 
Chilperic,  the  fon,  as  is  fuppofed,  of  Gundicarius,  king  of 
that  people  '.     Rechiarius  was,  in  the  meantime,  ravaging 
the  province  of  Tayaco,  whence  he  carried  with  him  into 
Galicia  a  confiderable  booty,  and  a  great  number  of  cap- 
tives ;  but  hearing  that  Theodoric  was  marching  againft 
him,  he  went  to  meet  him  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army. 
On  the  banks  of  the  Urbicus,  now  Orbegua,  at  a  place 
about  twelve  mile^  from  Aftorga,  both  armies  engaged  with 
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4|rcat  refolution  and  intrepidity ;  but  at  length  the  Sueves  KecMariuM 
-were  totally  defeated,  and  put  to  flight.     Rechiarius,  who  utt^rfydt* 
"was  dangeroufly  wounded,  with  difficulty  made  his  efcape,  J^^^^^ 
and  took  refuge  in  an  obfcure  corner  of  Galicia.     Theodo- 
ric,  purfuing  the  enemy,  entered  Braga,  and  gave  it  up  to 
be  plundered  by  his  foldiers  ^    From  Braga  he  advanced  to' 
a  place  called  Portucal,  whither  the  fugitive  king  had  re- 
tired.    Rechiarius  attempted  to  make  his  efcape,  but  was  tizhn,  ani 
taken,  and  delivered  up  to  Theodoric,  by  whofe  order  he  put  to 
was  put  to  death,  after  he  had  been  kept  feme  time  in  pri-  ^^^'^  *f, 
fon.     The  Sueves,  diflieartened  by  the  captivity  of  their  ^^*®^*f* 
king,  fubmitted  to  the  Goths,  by^whom  great  numbers  of 
them  were  put  to  the  fword.     Theodoric  appointed  one  of 
bis  officers,  named  Aquiulphus,  to  govern  the  Sueves  who 
bad  fubmitted;  but  this  man  revolting,  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  proclaimed  king  of  the  Sueves.     Theodoric  fent  a  pow- 
erful army  againft  him,  by  which  he  was  defeated,  and 
taken  prifoner;  and,  foon  after,  he  was  beheaded.     The  ^*'*  of  FU 
Sueves  who,  refufing  to  fubmit  to  the  Goths,  had  retired  a  *^'°*'  ^ 
^o  the  moft  diftant  corner  of  Galicia,  no  fooner  heard  that  ^^  ^ 

Rechiarius  was  dead  than,  fcorning  to  live  in  fubjeftion  Maldra 
either  to  the  Goths  or  the  treacherous  Aquiulphus,  they  chofen  king 
^hofe  Maldra,  the  fon  of  Maffilel,  for  their  fovereign.  inhuroom* 

Theodoric,  king  of  ►  the  Vifigoths,  after  his  vidlory  over 
the  Sueves,  had  marched  from  Galicia  into  Lufitania,  and^ 
reducing  feveral  bther  cities,  bad  Jaid  fiege  to  Merida,  the 
metropolis  of  the  province,  which  was  forced  to  furrender. 
The  king  defigned  at  firft  to  give  up  the  city  to  be  plun-  ' 
dered  by  his  foldiers;  but  St.  Eulalia,  a  famous  martyr  of 
that  place,  is  faid  to  have  deterred  him,  by  fome  prodigies, 
from  putting  his  defign  in  execution  ".  Being  foon  after 
obliged  to  return  to  Gaul, 'he  left  behind  him  part  of  his 
tropps',  confifting  of  different  nations,  commanded  by  fc- 
ycral  generals,  with  orders  to  march  into  Galicia,  and  re- 
duce fuch  of  the  Sueves  as  had  not  yet  fubmitted  to  his  do- 
jninion  ;  but  thefe  troops,  after  having  committed  dreadful 
ravages  in  the  countries  belonging  to  the  Romans,  were  re- 
called by  Theodoric,  who  had  occafion  to  employ  them 
fslfewhere,  before  they  began  to  aft  againft  the  Sueves. 
That  people,  having  now  nothing  to  apprehend  from  fo  for- 
inidable  an  enemy,  underwent  violent  commotions,  fome  of 
them  continuing  faithful  to  Maldra,  whom  they  had  lately  amnttkt* 
chofen,  and  others  fetting  up  againft  him  a  prince  named  Sutwt. 
Frantoh.  Being  thus  divided,  they  made  peace  with  the 
Galicians,  or  the  natives  of  that  province,  who  ftill  poflTeffed 
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bj  the  emperor  to  Recbiarius,  with  propofals  for  an  9ccom^ 
'    modation  between  him  and  the  natives  of  Spain  who  ftill 
iCithisrius  Continued  fubje£i  to  the  Romans*    Rechiarius  not  only  re- 
€9n€ludesa  ceived  the  Roman  amba0adors  with  the  greatefl  marks  of 
^mci  wiik  -  eileem,  but  concluded  a  peace  upon  the  terms  wiiich  the 
the  K9-       emperor  had  enjoined  them  to  propofe.     Wc  are  ignorant 
*'^**'         of  what  thefe  terms  were,  but  they  afre  faid,  by  Idatius,  to 
have  been  very  advantageous  to  the  empire.     The  peace^ 
thus  concluded,  was  religioufly-obferved  by  Rechiarius  till 
the  death  of  Valentiniau,  when,  taking  advantage  of  the 
general  confuGon  occafioned  by  the  murder  of  that  prince^ 
and  likewife  of  his  fucceflbr  Maximus,  he  over-ran  and  pil- 
laged the  province  of  Cartbagen^  with  a  defign  to  fubdue 
all  the  countries  that  were  ftill  held  in  Spain  by  the  Rc>- 
mans  ^     Avitus»  who  had  fucceeded  Maximus>  difpatched 
count  Fronto  into  Spain,  to  remind  the  king  of  the  Su^ves 
Tketuiwif     °^  ^^^  treaty  he   had   concluded   with  Valentinian.     At 
ii^  of  tki   the  fame  time  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  who  bad 
i^ifigfks      <:fpojufed  the  intereft  of  Avitus^  difpatched  ambafTadors'^ to 
ifpoufestke  Rechiarius,  his  fon-inJaw,  earneftly  intreating  him  not  to 
^tke  Remans  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  countries  belonging  to  the  empire^  left  he  too 
4fgaimfi        (hould  be  obliged  to  treat  him  as  an  enemy^  and  join  the 
^^  emperor^  whom  he  Mras  bound  to  fupport.    What  anfwer 

Rechiarius  returned  to  this  remonftrance,  Jornandes  does 
not  explain :  he  only  tells  us,  that  he  had  no  fooner  dif- 
mifled  the  envoys  than,  breaking  into  the  province  of  Tar- 
'  raco,  which  belonged  to  the  Romans,  he  laid  it  wafte,  with- 
out the  leaft  regard  either  to  treaties  or  juftice.   Theodoric 
fent  him  a  fecond  embaiTy,  to  which  he  anfwered,  with 
great  haughtinefs,  that,  if  Theodoric  complained  of  his  con- 
duct, he  was  ready  to  give  him  an  account  of  it  at  Thou- 
loufe.     Theodoric,  piqued  at  this  anfwer,  began  to  prepare 
for  war;  and,  having  firft  concluded  a  peace  with  the  neigl^ 
houring  nations,  he  fet  out,  with  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  Avitus,  for  Spain,  leading  with  him  a  very  numerous 
army,  confifting  of  his  own  people^  and  a  body  of  auxiliary 
Burguodians^  commanded  by  Gondiac  and  Hilperic,  or 
Cbilperic,  the  fon,  as  is  fuppofed,  of  Gundic^rius,  king  of 
that  people  *.     Rechiarius  was,  in  the  meantime,  ravaging 
the  province  of  Tayaco,  whence  he  carried  with  him  into 
Galicia  a  confiderable  booty,  and  a  great  number  of  cap- 
tives ;  but  hearing  that  Theodoric  was  marching  againft 
him,  he  went  to  meet  him  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army. 
On  the  banks  of  the  Urbicus,  now  Orbegua,  at  a  place 
about  twelve  mile^  from  Aftorga,  both  armies  engaged  with 
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.|rcat  refolution  and  intrepidity ;  but  at  length  the  Suev^s  Ke<Mariu$ 
were  totally  defeated,  and  put  to  flight.     Rcchiarius,  who  uturfydi^ 
was  dangeroufly  wounded,  with  difGculty  made  his  efcape^  J^^^^m 
and  took  refuge  in  an  obfcure  corner  of  Galicia.     Theodo- 
ric,  purfuing  the  enemy,  entered  Braga,  and  gave  it  up  to 
be  plundered  by  his  foldiers  ^    From  Braga  he  advanced  to* 
a  place  called  Portucal,  whither  the  fugitive  king  had  re- 
tired.    Rechiarius  attempted  to  make  his  efcape,  but  was  taJ^en^  ^^ 
taken,  and  delivered  up  to  Theodpric,  by  vi^hofe  order  he  put  to 
was  put  to  death,  after  he  had  been  kept  fome  time  in  pri-  ^^^^^  ^. 
fon.    The  Sueves,  dilbeartened  by  the  captivity  of  their  *^^^^^^ 
king,  fubmitted  to  the  Goths,  by -whom  great  numbers  of 
them  were  put  to  the  fword.     Theodoric  appointed  one  of 
his  ofllicers^  named  Aquiiilphus,  to  govern  the  Sueves  who 
fiad  fubmitted ;  but  this  man  revolting,  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  proclaimed  king  of  the  Sueves.     Theodoric  fent  a  pow- 
erful army  againft  him,  by  which  he  was  defeated,  and 
taken  prifoner;  and,  foon  after,  he  was  beheaded.     The  ^*''  of  R* 
Sueves  who,  refuGng  to  fubmit  to  the  Goths,  had  retired  a^^^  ^ 

\o  the  moft  diftant  corner  of  Galicia,  no  fooner  heard  that     ' '  *^ 

Rechiarius  was  dead  than,  fcorning  to  live  in  fubjedlion  Maldra 
cither  to  the  Goths  or  the  treacherous  Aqiiiulphus,  they  chofen  king 
^hofe  Maldra,  the  fon  of  Maffilel,  for  their  fovereign.  in  his  room. 

Theodoric,  king  of » the  Vifigoths,  after  his  viftory  over 
the  Sueves,  had  marched  from  Galicia  into  Lufitania,  and, 
reducing  feveral  bther  cities,  had  laid  fiege  to  Merida,  the 
metropolis  of  the  province,  which  was  forced  to  furrender. 
The  king  defigned  at  firft  to  give  up  the  city  to  be  plun-  ' 
dered  by  bis  foldiers;  but  St.  Eulalia,  a  famous  martyr  of 
that  place,  is  faid  to  have  deterred  him,  by  fome  prodigies, 
from  putting  his  defign  in  execution  ".  Being  foon  after 
obliged  to  return  to  Gaul, 'he  left  behind  him  part  of  his 
troops^  confifting  of  dilFerent  nations,  commanded  by  fe- 
veral generals,  with  orders  to  march  into  Galicia,  and  re- 
duce fuch  of  the  Sueves  as  had  not  yet  fubmitted  to  his  do- 
xninion  ;  but  thefe  troops,  after  having  committed  dreadful 
ravages  in  the  countries  belonging  to  the  Romans*  were  re- 
called by  Theodoric,  who  had  occafion  to  employ  them 
clfewhere,  before  they  began  to  a£t  againft  the  Sueves- 
That  people,  having  now  nothing  to  apprehend  from  fo  for- 
widable  an  enemy,  underwent  violent  commotions,  fome  of 
them  continuing  faithful  to  Maldra,  whom  they  had  lately  ^J^^^ 
chofen,  and  others  fetting  up  againft  him  a  prince  named  Sutvis. 
Franton.  Bping  thus  divided,  they  made  peace  with  the 
Galicians,  or  the  natives  of  that  province,  who  ftilt  poiTefled 
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fcveral  fortrefles,  and  maintained  their  freedom  among  tbc 
mountains  and  in  fome  of  the  fortified  towns. 

Notwithftanding  the  peace  concluded  between  them  and 
the  Sueves,  the  partifans  of  Maldra,  rufliing  unexpe6tedly 
into  LuCtania,  pillaged  the  country,  and  put  to  the  fword 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  under  pretence  of  mak- 
^k^fmaki  *"S  ^^*'  ^^  ^^  Goths.  Being  received  into  Lifbon  as  friends, 
thgmfii'ves   they  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  city.     !Franton  dying 
maftirs  tf   foon  after  this  expedition,  the  whole  nation  of  the  Sueves 
Ai^*«         acknowleged  Maldra  for  their  king,  by  whofe  orders  they 
ravaged  that  part  of  Galicia  which  lay  on  the  Douro,  with- 
out the  leaft  regard  to  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  the 
year  before  ^.     About  this  time  Theodoric  fent  an  army 
into  Spain  againft  the  Sueves,  under  the  conduft  of  Cyrila, 
who,  entering  Boetica,    which  belonged  to  the  Romans, 
committed  the  fame  diforders  as  the  Sueves  occafioned  in 
Galicia,  without  offering  to  moleft  thofe  againft  whom  they 
were  faid  to  have  been  fent.     At  the  fame  time  ambafladors 
were  difpatched  to  the  Sueves,  both  by  Theodoric,  king  of 
the  Vifigoths,  and  by  Genferic,  king  of  the  Vandals  in 
Africa,  probably  to  conclude  not  only  a  peace,  but  an  al- 
liance with  them  againft  the  emperor  Majorianus,  whofe 
great  parts  and  military  genius  gave  them  much  uneafi- 
nefs.     The  peace,  however,  was  not  concluded  ;  for  in  the 
fojlowing  year  Theodoric,  having  recalled  Cyrila,  and  the 
army  commanded  by  him,  fent  Sunieric  with  another  army 
in  his  room  ;  which  did  not  prevent  the  Sueves  from  pil- 
laging Lufitania  under  the  conduft  of  Maldra,  and  Galicia 
under  that  of  his  fon  Remifmvmd  *,  by  Jornandes  called 
Kichmund.     Some  writers  fpeak.of  a  battle  fought  this  year 
between  the  Sueves  and  Galicians,  in  which  the  latter  loft 
many  perfons  of  diftinftion  y. 

In  the  fame  year'  459,  Maldra  killed,  upon  wh^^t  provo- 
cation we  are  not  told,  his  brother,  whofe  name  has  not 
been  tranfmitted  to  us.     Soon  after  this  murder,  he  fur- 
prifed  the  ftrong  caftje  of  Portucal,  which  was  held  by  the 
Yr.  of  Fl.  natives  :  but  he  was  foon  overtaken  by  the  fate  his  treachery 
a8c8.       and  barbarity  well  dcfcrved  *  ;  for  he  was  affaflinated  in  the 
A..  D.  460,  courfe  of  the  following  year    Upon  his  death  his  fons  Re- 
'      . .  mifmund  and  Frumarius  divided  his  troops  between  thera. 

Wted^  and  Frumarius  wa5  like  wife  the  fon  of  Maldra,  and  brother  of 
fueceededky  Remifmund  5  for  he  not  only  had  part  of  the  troops,  but 
Remifmund  ftiared  with  Remifmund  the  dominions  of  the  deceafed 
\  andfrw     prince.     In  the  firft  year  of  their  reign,  thie  Sueves  of  Lugo 
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!n  Calicia  treacheroufly  attacking  the  Romans,  who  Iiv6d 
in  that  city,  on  Eafter-day,  cut  great  numbers  of  them  in 
pieces^   as  they  were  not  upon  their  guard,  thinking  them- 
felves  fufBciently  protected  by  the  folemnity  of  a  day  held 
by  all  Chriftians  in  the  greateft  veneration.     Sunieric  and 
Nepotianus,  who  commanded  the  troops  of  Theodoric  in 
Spain,   no  fooner  heard  of  this  outrage  than  they  det;ached 
part  of  their  forces  to  take  vengeance  on  the  traitoi^s.    The  ^^  GotkM 
Goths,  entering  Galicia,  ravaged  the  territory  of  Lugo  ;  '^  'wa/lr 
but  a  faife    report  being  fpread  among  them  by  Di<9:ines,  ^Jf^vaim 
Spinio,   and  Afcanius,  who  were  natives  of  the  co.untry, 
but  held  a  private  correfpondence  with  the  Sueves,  they  re- 
turned into  their  own  territories,  without  daring  to  advance        * 
farther  into  the  enemy's  country  *.     The  fame  year,  thefe 
three  perfons  led  a  party  of  Sueves  through  bye- ways  to 
furprife  the  city  of  Aquae  Flavise,  where  they  took  Idatiusi 
biihop  of  the  place,  prifoner,  on  the  tWenty-fixth  of  July, 
and  carried  him  into  captivity,  as  he  himfelf  relates.     Af- 
ter this  exploit,  Frumarius  laid  wafte  the  territory  of  Bra- 
ga,  and  Remifmund  pillaged  that  of  Orenfo,  on  the  Minho, 
in  Galicia. 

But   the   two  princes,  growing  jealous  of  each  other^s 
power,  began  to  quarrel ;  and  their  diffenfion  gave  the  na- 
tives fome  refpite  ;  for  with  them  they  concluded  a  peace, 
that  they  might  be  more  at  leifure  to  watch  each  other's 
motions.     This  peace  was  obferved  for  the  fpace  of  four 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  Frumarius  dying,  the 
Sueves  were  again  re-united  under  Remifmund,  who  im-  Rimifmmmd 
mediately  difpatched  ambafladors  to  Theodoric,  acquainting  foU  king  cf 
him  with   the  death  of  Frumarius,  and  foliciting  him  to  ^f^f  Su€*otsm 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  Sueves.   He  forthwith  embraced 
the  propofal,  fending  envoys  to  Remifmund  with  rich  pre- 
fents,  and  likewife  arms,  in  token  of  his  fincere  friendOiip, 
and  the  confidence  he  repofed  in  him.     At  the  fanve  time 
he  fent  him  a  young  maiden  of  extraordinary  beauty, -whom 
he  married  **.     Remifmund  fent  the  bilhops  of  Galicia  to 
Theodoric,  hoping,  by  their  mediation,  to  obtain  a  peace  \ 
and  Theodoric  received  them  with  all  the  refpecl  due  to 
their  rank  and  dignity.     He  foon  after  recalled  the  general 
and  troops  he  had  in  Spain  ;   and  Remifmund,  by  a  fecond 
embafly,  returned  him  thanks  for  the  peace  he  had  granted 
him. 

This  peace,  however,  did  not  prevent  Remifmund  from  Hejhrprife$ 
fiirprifing,  this  very  year*  the  city  of  Coimbra,  and  carry-  Coimbra. 
uig  from  thence  man;   captives.     He  did  not^  however^ 
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lecp  poflcffion  of  the  place.;  for,  three  years  after,  te  fel^ 
prifed  it  again  ^.  At  length  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  re* 
leafe  the  prifoners,  a\id  nifike  peace  with  the  natives :  but 
this  peace,  fays  Idatius,  was  attended  with  a  greater  and 
more  dangerous  evil  than  the  war  itfelf.  Rechiarius, 
king  of  the  Sueves,  had  embraced  the  catholic  faith,  and  his 
example  had  been  followed  by  the  whole  nation  of  the 
Sueves  ;  but  at  this  time  they  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  in- 
fefted  with  the  hercfy  of  Arius,  by  Ajax,  a  native  of  Ga- 
latia,  who,  abandoning  the  catholic  faith,  had  been  or« 
dained  by  the  Arians.  He  had  remained  fome  time  at  the 
court  of  Theodoric,  in  Gaul,  where  he  was  refpe£lfully 
treated  by  that  prince,  who  held  the  tenets  of  Arius.  From 
Gaul  he  pafled  into  Spain,  where  he  was  well  received  by 
the  Sueves,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Theodoric.  The 
kind  reception  he  met  with  encouraged  him  to  propagate 
his  errors  among  the  Sueves,  and  impugn  the  do£trineof 
the  Trinity.' 

In  the  mean  time  Theodoric  being  murdered  by  hisbro* 
ther  Euric,  Remifmund,  thinking  himfclf  no  longer  bound 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  which  he  had  concluded,  by  his  me- 
diation, with  the  natives,  broke  into  Lufitania,  and  having 
furprifed  the  city  of  Coimbra,  gave  it  up  to  be  plundered 
by  his  foldiers.  He  likewife  ravaged  the  territory  of  Au- 
nona»  belonging  to  the  Galicians ;  who  fent  deputies  to  Eu* 
ric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  begging  his  mediation  with  the 
king  .of  the  Sueves.  Accordingly  Euric  prevailed  upon 
Remifmund  to  grant  a  peace  or  truce  to  the  people  of  Au* 
nona  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  he  himfclf  committed  dread- 
ful devaftations  in  Lufitania,  reduced  Pampelona  and  Sa« 
ragofa,  and  having  overcome  and  put  to  flight  the  nobility 
of  the  province  of  T«rraco,  who  continued  faithful  to  the 
Romans,  fubdued  all  tfpper  Spain  **.  Thus  were  the  inha- 
bitants of  Spain,  who' could  not  prevail  upon  themfelves  to 
withdra'w  their  obedience  to  the  Romans,  and  fubmit  to  the 
Barbarians,  in  a  moft  cruel  manner  plundered  and  harafied 
on  one  fide  by  the  Goths,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Sueves, 
tvhile  the  Romans  were  not  in  a  condition  to  relieve  them. 
In  tiic  following  year  they  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
Lifbon,  which  was  betrayed  by  Lufides,  a  native  of  the 
place,  who  commanded-in  the  town.  As  the  city  was  at 
that  time  held  by  the  Goths,  the  troops  of  that  nation,  en* 
tering  Lufitania,  committed  dreadful  ravages  on  the  terri- 
tories belonging  to  the  Sueves,  as  did  the  Sireves  on  thofft 
•f  the  Goths.    However,  Euric^  being  determined  upon: 
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Aiving  the  Romans  entirely  out  of  Spain,  with  a  defign  to  Thegnai* 
fall  afterwards  upon  the  Sueves,  concluded,  for  the  prefent,  ^r  fart  ef 
a  peace  with  Remifmund,  and  then  turning tnsartns  againft  ^^^'J^T* 
the  Romans,  recovered  all  the  places  that  had  beeh  hitherto  f^L^J^. 

?oflefled  by  them,  as  'we  have  related  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
'^ifigbths  J  but  he  died  before  he  could  put  in  execution  the 
defign  he  had  formed  againft  the  Sueves.  Remifmund, 
finding  he  could  no  longer  contend  with  the  Vifigoths,  wha 
were  now  riiafters  of  almoft  all  Spain,  retired  into  Galicia, 
and  there,  giving  over  all  thoughts  of  new  conqueils,  ended 
Ms  days.  His  lucceflbrs  followed  his  example,  contenting 
themfelves  with  the  kingdom  of  Galicia,  and  obferving  a 
ftrift  neutrality  in  the  dilputes  that  arofe  between  the  Vifi- 
goths arid  the  Romans.  By  thefe  means  they  maintained 
themfelves  in  the  quiet  pofleffion  of  Galicia  till  the  year  585, 
when  they  were  fubdued  by  Leunigild  or  Leovigild,  king 
of  the  Vifigoths,  and  their  kingdom  reduced  to  a  province 
of  the  Gothic  monarchy,  after  it  had  continuied  a  hundred 
and  feventy-four,  or,  as  fome  aflert,  a  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven  years  '^  but  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Remifmund,  to  which  Galrda 
prince  the  emperor  Anthemius  is  faid  to  have  given  Galicia  y^'^'f^^ 
in  468,  and  of  the  downfal  of  their  kingdom,  we  fliall  ^^"^ 
fpeak  at  large  in  a  more  pioper  place. 

S    E   C  T.     V. 

The  Ancient  State  of  the  Franks^    till  their  Settlement 

in  GauL 

AS  the  ancients,  by  whom  ihention  is  firft  made  of  thie 
Franks,  have  given  us  no  account  of  their  origin,  and 
Valefius,  a  moft  diligent  aud  curious  enquirer  into  the  an- 
tiquities of  his  nation,  has  cautioufly  waved  this  fubjeft,  it 
cannot  be  cxpefted  we  fhould  determine  any  thing  relating 
to  it,  that  may  be  depended  upon.     Of  tne  various  opi-  cf^g  ottgim 
nions,  or  rather  conjedlures,  that  have  been  offered  on  this  and  namt 
head  by  the  modern  writers,  and  which  it  would  be  too  te-  of  the 
dious  to  relate,  that  of  Bucherius  feems  the  moft  probable ;  ^^^«^» 
importing,  that  the  Franks  were  originally  a  motly  multi- 
tude of  feveral  ancient  nations  dwelling  beyond  the  Rhine, 
^ho,  uniting  againft  the  Romans  in  defence  of  their  com- 
mon liberty,  ftyled  themfelves  Franks,  that  word  fignify- 
Wg,  in  th^ir  language,  as  it  ftill  does  in  ours,  freis  •.     It  is 
certain,  that  under  the  name  of  Franks  are  cojnprifed  in 
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htftory  feycral  nations,  whofe  names  were  known  long  b*^ 
fore  thelr's,  fuch  as  .the  Aftuarii,  Chamavi,  Brudleri,  Sali?^ 
FriHi,  Chauci,  Amfi'varii,  and  Catti.  The  Franks  are  fome- 
times  called  Sicambrians,  becaufe  they  inhabited  the 
country  formerly  poflTelTed  by  that 'nation,  of  which  the 
greater  part  was  exterminated  by  Auguftus,  and  the  reft 
tranfplanted  into  Gaul. 

Bodin  maintains  that  the  Franks  were  defcended  from  the 
Gauls,  who  being  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  couri* 
try  was  too  confined  for  them,  fent  colonies  beyond  the 
Rhine  into  Germany.     Some  of  thefe  colonies  fettled  on 
the  banks  of  that  river,  and  in  procefs  of  time  conquered 
their  ancient  country.      Caefar  indeed  tells  us,  that  the 
Gauls  fent  colonies  into  Germany  5  but  iipon  what  autho- 
rity can  we  fuppofe  the  Franks  to  have  been  defcended  from 
thofe  .Gauls,  rather  than  from  fome  other  of  the  many  na- 
tions fettled  in  Germany  ?  Upon  the  whole,  We  think  the 
opinion  of  Bucherius,  which  we  have  mentioned  already, 
to   be    the  itioft  probable  ;    that  the   Franks  confifted  of 
feveral  German  nations  united  againft  the  Romans,  in  de- 
fence of  their  common  liberty. 
^heirfgatu       It  appears  from  their  conflant  incurfions  into  Gaul,  that 
.    they  were  fettled  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Mentz.     The  orator  Eumenes,  who  flouriflitfd 
at  Autun,  in  the  end  of  the  third  century,'  diftinguiihesthe 
territory  which  the  Frank?  inhabited  originally  on  the  co.aft 
of  the  ocean,  from   the  country  which  was  conquered  by 
the  Romans  beyond  the  Rhine,  and  afterwards  feizcd  by  the 
Franks  ^     Thisdiftrift,  according  to  the  heft  modern  geo- 
graphers and  hiftorians,  was  bounded  on  the  north.by  the 
.ocean  ;  on  the  weft,  by  the  ocean  and  the  Rhine  ;  on  the 
fouth,  by  the  Lhone,  or  the  Mein  5  and  on  the  eaft,  by  the 
Wefer^:  according  to  which  defcription,  they  pofleffed  the 
prcfent  provinces  of  Weftphalia,  Hefle,  and  fome  adjacent 
ftates.     St.  Jerom  calls  them  a  nation  not  fo  great  as  power- 
ful, and  places  them  between  the  Saxons  and  Alemans  ^\ 
.  the  Saxons  to  the  eaft,  and  the  Alemans  to  the  fouth  5  for 
thofe  were  properly  called  Alemans  who  dwelt  between 
jhe  Rhine,  the  Mein,  and  the  Danube.    The  fame  writer 
relates,  that  the  Saxons  received  a  great  overthrow  at  Deu- 
fpn,  in  the  country  of  the  Pranks  y  which  place  Pontanus, 
and  moft  other  writers,  fuppofe  to  be  the  fame  that,  by 
later  hiftorians,  is  balled  Duitfium^  and  now  Duyts,  oppo- 
fitc  Cologne.     Upon  the  whole,  we  may  conclude,  that* 
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th^  Franks  poiTefTed  the  countries  we  have  juft  mefttJohed  s 
and  that,,  in  procefa  of  time,  they  extended  themfelvcs 
aJong  the  Rhine,  as  far  as  Ihjs  mouths  of  that  river,  and  the 
ocean.  *    , 

The  Franks  were  anciently  divided  into  feveral  tribes,  ^he  Anfw 
TX^hercof  the  Anfuarii  and  Salii,  mentioned  by  Ammianus,  '="*'^« 
were  undoubtedly  the  moft  conCderable.  Pontanus  fuppofes  ^^^^^** 
the  Anfuarii  to  be  the  fame  people  with  the  Anfinarii,  of 
whom  mention  is  made  by  Tacitus.  Thefe  being  drivenfrom 
tbeirown  habitations  by  the  Chauci,  feizedon  the  country 
from  which  the  FrlGans  had  been  expelled  by  the  command 
o/Nero.  Tacitus  calls  them  a  more  powerful  nation  than 
that  of  the  Frifians.  Pontanus  is  of  opinion,  that  they  were 
a  nation  that  wandered  from  place  to  place,  ready  to  join  any 
other,  as  they  found  their  intereft  concerned ;  that,  agree- 
able to  this  principle,  they  united  with  the  German  nations 
lying  towards  the  ocean,  when,  confederating  againft  the 
Romans,  in  defence  of  their  common  liberty,  they  affumcd 
the  name  of  Franks  5  that  they  too  were  blended  under  that 
tommon  appellation,  but  at  the  fame,  time  retained  their 
ancient  name,  being  called  Anfuarii  or  Anfinarii  Francis 
This  name  fome  derive  from  the  Teutonic  word  hancct 
fignifying  excellent  free ;  whence  f  he  free  towns  of  Ger* 
many  are  ftill  called  the  Hance  towns.  Others,  and  among 
the  reft  Goropius  Becanus,  call  them  Anfuarii  or  Anfinarii, 
from  the  German  a?tfiey  fignifying  fociety^  becaufe  they 
were  ready  to  join  any  other  nation  in  league  and  fociety ; 
and  hence,  according  to  thefe  writers,  the  free  towns  of 
Cern(iany  are  ftyled  Hance  towns,  they  being  united  in  one 
fccicty,  though  far  removed  from  one  another. 

As  fortheoalian  Franks,  who  broke  into  Taxandria,  now  Md  Saltan 
Brabant,  but  were  driven  out  by  Julian,  as  we  read  in  Am-  franks* 
fiiianus  ^  Beatus  Rhenanus  derives  their  name  from  the 
Sala,  which  falls  into  (be  Mein;  Paulus  j£miliu$,  from  an<- 
other  river  of  the  fame  name,  that  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Elbe ;  Sidonius  ApoUinaris  from  the  Latin  word  falioy  as 
if  they  had  been  fo  called  from  their  leaping  and  dancing  { 
and  laftly,  Pontanus  from  the  river  Sala,  now  the  lifel,  on 
the  banks  of  which  they  refided.  The  latter  opinion 
appears  the  moft  probable,  fince  the  other  two  rivers, 
bearing  the  fame  name,  flowed  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
territories  of  the  Franks. 

With  refpe£l  to  their  manners,  Vopifcus  paints  them  as  ^^^  «^- 
a  treacherous  and  faithlefs  nation,  accuftomed  to  defpife  ^*rf^^ 
the  moft  folemn  oaths  and  obligations.'   Salvianus,  blend-    '^^*  '* 
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ing  their  gttd  and  bad  cjualitiei,  fay 8|  that  they  H^€te  gmdf 
addi£^ed  to  lyin^,  but  civil  and  kind  to  (Irangers  K    Pfo€(^ 
plus  defcribes  them  as  the  moft  iaithlefs  of  all  mtioAss 
but  Agathias,  who  fiourifhed  foon  after  Procopius,  extols 
them  for  their  fidelity,  juftice,  and  concord,  with  which 
they  lived  among  themfelves ' ;  and  St.  Bernard,  in  one  of 
his  Epiflles,  remarks,  that  they  obferved  their  oaths  wifbtbe 
greated  ftri£tnefs  and  reltgicki ;  infomuch  that  they  thought 
themfelves  bound  by  a  public  oath,  even  when  it  was  fin- 
ful  to  take  it  "»•    They  feem  to  have  been  always  tfooM^^ 
fome  neighbours;  whence  E^onhardus,  chancellor  to  Charles 
the  Great,  ufed  to  fay,  *^I  (hould  choofe  a  Frank  for  a 
friend,  but  not  for  a  neighbour/^ 
TAiir/orm      Their  fdrm  of  government  was,  without  all  donbt,  mo* 
•fg9^€rn»   narchical,  though  authors  have  given  us  no  account  of  their 
•M*/,  ^nd    gjjj  Wn^^    The  Fnrrtks  are  fir  ft  mentioned  in  hiftory  about 
^^ '  the  year  i^x  \  and  yet  Tyro  Profper  fays,  that  the  moftafl* 

cient  king  of  that  nation,  whofe  name  occurred  xq  him  in 
fearching  the  records  of  time^  iVas  Priam,  who  reignei 
about  the  year  38a  ".    After  hiih  fuceeeded  h»  two  f<»i 
Marcomir  and  Sunno,  and  at  the  fame  tim«  Genobald. 
Next  came  Theodomir  or  Theudemir,  the  fon  of  Ridmer, 
who  was  conful  in  384.    Theodomir  was  fuceeeded  by  Pha* 
ramond  the  fon  of  Marcomir,  aitd  grandfon  of  Priara.  It 
^    \%s  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  as  Fredigarius  fufpofej 
Theodomir  to  have  been  the  fon  and  tnlmediate  fuceeffor  of 
Clod  to,  and  afcribes  to  the  former  whatever  elfeisbyocher 
writers  given  to  the  latter,  the  learned  Ufher  coirciwIWt 
that  Theodomir  and  Pharathond  were  the  fame  peffeiii  ^ 
accordingly  places  the  defeat  and  death  of  PharafWttHl  i» 
the  year  428,  when  Clodio  began  his  reign,  and  theFrtiw* 
were  driven  out  of  that  part  of  Gaul  which  bdrdereil  oft  the 
Rhine,  by  Aetius,  a&  we  read  in  Profper.    In  the  rcipJ » 
Pharamond,  or  not  long  before,  the  Franks,  paffiftg  ^ 
Rhine,  which  had  been  the  boundary  between  them  and 
the  Romans  for  near  two  hundred  years,  fettled  in  Thofl- 
gria,  that  is,  in  the  territory  of  Tottgres>  where  tbcyv«* 
governed  by  as  many  kings  as  they  had  cities  or  cairton*' 
Thefe  kings  were  chofen  out  of  the  itiofe  ilbftriow  fa»»J^^ 
and  diftinguilhed  from  their  fubjefts  by  the  kngth  of  tW 
Iwir  • :  but  vrhether  Pharamond  had  any  authority  owf | 
other  princes,  or  was  only  a  chief  more  powerful  than 
feft,  is  what  we  cannot  colled  from  hiflory.    Bucherifl|^|j 
of  opinion,  that,  in  Pharamond^s  titoe,  Honorius  cdBCftw 
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ft'freatf  triih  themi  in  virtue  of  which  they  were  allowed 
to  fettle  in  the  country  bordering  on  the  Rhine  on  the  fide 
of  Cologne  i* :  but  what  he  writes  is  not  fupported  by  any  of 
the  ancients.  Aetius  obliged  them,  as  we  have  hinted 
above,  to  repafsthe  Rhine,  having  defeated  them  in  battle, 
andflaiii  their  king  Theodomir  or  Pharamond.  However, 
Clodio,  the  fucceSbr  of  Pharamond,  fettled  again  in  Gaul ; 
for  we  are  told  by  Gregory  of  Tours,  that  he  refided  in  the 
caftle  of  Difparg,  fuppofcd  by  Bucherius,  and  mod  geo- 
graphers, to  have  flood  in  Brabant,  on  the  borders  of  Thon- 
gria  \  Clodio  was  fucceeded  by  Merovseus,  Merovaeus  by 
Childeric,  and  he  by  Clodavaeus  or  Clovis,  the  firft  Chrif- 
tiau  king  of  the  Franks,  who  droye  the  Goths  out  of  Gaut^ 
and  fixed  the  royal  feat  at  Paris. 

Tyro  Profper  writes,  that  Priam,  the  father  of  Marcomir  ^mgi  of 
and  Sunno,  is  the  firft  king  of  the  Franks,  whofe  name  he  the  Franh 
found  recorded  in  hiftory  5  but  it  is  certain,  that,  by  the  ^fnthmd 
L^cients,  other  kings  are  mentioned  long  before  his  time,  v  '^'  ^*' 
^fore  the  year  382,  when  Tyro  Profper  fuppofes  him  to  ''*'* 
have  reigned.  Thefe  are  Atec,  Genobald,  Afcaric,  Gaifus 
or  Regaifus,  Maloric,  Maliobaudus  or  Mellobaudus.  Atec 
and  Genobald  feem  to  have  reigned  at  the  fame  time,  but 
over  different  nations  or  tribes  of  the  Franks ;  for  they  are 
both  mentioned  by  Mamertinus  in  his  panegyric  on  Diocle* 
fian,  pronounced  about  the  year  288,  as  reigning  at  that 
time.  Atec,  with  his  Franks,  had  plundered  the  coafts  of 
Gaul ;  but  was  compelled  by  Dioclefian  to  fue  for  peace, 
and  make  great  fubmiflions  to  that  prince,  in  order  to  ap- 
peafe  him,  and  be  confirmed  in  his  kingdom.  Genobald 
Ukewife  was  forced  to  fubmit,  fays  our  panegyrift,  the  only 
means  left  of  his  being  reftored  to  the  quiet  pofTeflion  o£ 
bis  dominions  ^  In  the  fame  panegyric,  Mamertinus 
(peaks  joi  a  great  viftory  gained  by  the  generals  of  Diocle- 
fian over  a  fickle  and  deceitful  nation  of  Barbarians  (  which' 
defcriptian  fuits  no  nation  fo  well  as  that  of  the  Franks. 
It  was  perhaps  upon  this  viftory  that  the  two  kings  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  emperor,  who,  in  all  likelihood, 
took  on  that  occafion  the  furname  of  Francicus,  which ^  ia 
ancient  infcxiptions,  is  given  both  to  him  and  his  colleague 
Maxtmin.  Afcaric,  and  Gaifus  or  Regaifus,  governed  the 
Franks  in  the  time  of  Conftantiud  the  fon  of  Conftantine 
the  Great,  and  were,  by  the  latter,  in  the  firft  year  of  hi«* 
teign,  taken  prifoners,  and  expofed  to  the  wild  beafts  In 
the  public  fports  *.    Malaric,  who  lived  in  the  reigns  of 

*  Buch.  p.4se»  4519  475*  ^  Q>int.  p.  426.    Child,  p.  7— 9« 
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Con(lantiu8  the  fen  of  Conftantine,  of  Julian,  and  Joviatr^ 
is  called  by  Marcellinus  only  governor  or  chief  of  his  coun-^ 
trymen  in  the  emperor's  palace ';  but  is  by  Procopius  rec- 
Iconcd  among  their  kings.  Jovian  appointed  him  general 
pf  the  Roman  troops  in  Gaul  ^  but  he  declined  that  employ* 
ment.  Mallobaudus,  or  Mellobaudus,  ftyled  by  Marcelli- 
nus king  of  the  Franks,  commanded  under  Gratian,  and 
gained  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Alemans,  of  whom  thirty 
thoufand  were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  with  their  king  Tri- 
arius.  Mallobaudus,  though  king  of  the  Franks,  fervedia 
the  Roman  army,  and  thought  himfelf  honoured  with  the 
employment  of  comes  domefticorum  to  the  emperor  Gra- 
tian. Ricomer,  Ricimer,  or  Richimcr,  who  was  comes 
domefticorum  to  the  fame  emperor,  general  ot  the  Roman 
horfe,  and  conful,  is  by  fome  numbered  among  the  kings  of 
the  Franks.  His  fon  Theodomir  reigned  over  the  Franks 
in  the  time  of  Honorius,  and  was  killed  by  the  Romafis, 
with  his  mother  Afcila,  according  to  an  ancient  chronicle 
quoted  by  Gregory  of  Tours  ".  Fredigarius  fuppofes  him 
to  have  been  killed  by  count  Caftinus,  who  was  fent  againft 
the  Franks,  by  the  emperor  Honorius,  about  the  year  421, 
at  which  time  all  other  writers  fuppofePharamond'to  have 
reigned. 

.   Having  thus  given  the  reader  the  beft  account  wc  have 
been  able  to  obtain  from  the  moft  authentic  writers  of  the 
firft  kings  of  the.  Franks,  without  taking  upon  us  to  afcer- 
tain  the  order  of  their  fucceffion,  or  their  defcents,  we  ihall 
now  pafs  to  their  wars  and  exploits,  from  the  time  they  are 
firft  mentioned  in  hiftory  to  their  fettling  in  Gaul. 
i%ty  hreal      The  firft  hiftorian,  by  whom  mention  is  made  of  the 
int9  Gauli  Franks,  is  Vopifcus,  in  the  life  of  the  emperor  Anrelian^ 
where  that  writer  declares,  that  the  Franks  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Gaul,  and,  though  few  in  number^  committed 
hnt  are  r/-  dreadful  ravages :  but  Aurelian,  then  only  tribune  of  the 
pteffedby     fixth  legion,  quartered  at  that  time  in  Mentz,  marching 
AunlMM.     againft  them,  killed  feven   hundred,  took  three  hundred 
prifoners,  whom  he  fold  for  flaves,  and  obliged  the  reft  to 
refign  their  booty,  and  retire  ^. 
nty  break      In  the  fourth  year  of  Valerian's  reign,  they  broke  again 
anew  into   into  Gaul,  with  feveral  other  German  nations;  but  were 
Caulj  but  entirely  defeated  by  Gallienus,  with  whom  Valerian  bad 
T/byGal*   ^^^^^  '^^  empire  *.     However,  the  Franks  and  other  Ger- 
/i/ff«//   '   "^2"  nations  returning  foon  after  in  far  greater  numbers, 
Gallienus,  no  longer  able  to  reprefs  them  by  force,  ofiered 

.  t  Ammian.  Marcel,  lib.  xv»  p.  39.  ■  Or^^,  Tur.  p.  64. 
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advantageous  terms  to  one  of  their  chiefs,  who,  readily  ac- 
cepting them,  undertook  to  guard  the  frontiers  of  the  em- 
pire;  "which  fervice  he  performed  accordingly.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  257,  fome  Franks  appear  to  have  feived  in  the 
Roman  army  againfl  the  Goths ;  for  among  the  auxiliaries 
that  marched  with  Aurelian  into  Thrace,  which  province 
the  Goths  were  then  pillaging,  mention  is  made  of  Harto* 
man,  Haklegaftus,  Hildemon,  and  Cariovifcus  ^,  which 
names  bear  a  great  refemblance  to  others  that  frequently 
accur  in  hiftory  among  the  Franks  *,  "whence  Vorburgus 
concludes  them  to  be  the  names  of  fome  chief  men  of  that 
nation,  who  came  with  a  body  of  itheir  countrymen  (o  aififl 
ihe  Romans  in  this  expedition  *. 

Three  year«  after  the  Franks,  and  other  German  nations,  Yr.  of  Fl. 
taking  advantage  of.  the  confuiion  which  the  captivity  of      »^o8«    . 
Valerian  had  caufed  throughout  the  empire,  invaded  Gaul,  ^'  ^*  *^^' 
ind,  having  ravaged  the  moft  wealthy  provinces,  made  an  ^^ 
irruption  into  Italy  '.     St.  Jerom  ^  and  Oro^us  ^  add,  that  ^^ge  ^Gaui 
(he  Franks,  ci-ofIing  the  Alps,  and  paf&ng  through  Rhaetia  and  part  »f 
aad  Lombafdy,  advanced  to  the  neighbourhood  ot  Ravenna,  i*^(y- 
dcftroylng  the  country,  and  committing  dreadful  dcvafta- 
tions.     Zofimus  wiites,  that  this  fudden  irruption  obliged 
Gallienns  to  take :  the  field,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  Bai£a- 
rians  ;  but  whether  they  were  forced  by  him  to  retire,  or 
withdrew  of  their  own  accord.,  he  does  not  declare. 
.    Five  year*  after  jthis  irruption  they  committed  unheard-  yr.  ©f  FI, 
ai  ravages  in  Spain.     Vi£ior  writes,  that  after  they  had     ^61 3. 
ravaged  Gaul,  they  pafled  from  thence  into  Spain  **,  which  ^*  ^-  *^5« 
they  pillaged  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  years.     Some  of  them  "Zl    T     T 
iavjng  provided  veffeU,  croffed  over  into  Africa,  with  a  dc-  in^ sIoIh 
■figrt  to  enrich  themCplvcs  with  the  fpoils  of  that  wealthy  njukUh  th^ 
Action  ;  but  what  was  the  iiTue  of  thai:  undertaking  we  are  holdtwelvg 
JBot  infiormed.  ^^^^^ 

la  the  year  265,  PoftbumiAis,  who  had  revolted  in  Gaul,  Poflhumiui 
dpd  afiumedthe  title  of  emperor,  gained  great  advantages  gains  gnat 
^r  the  Franks,  drove  them  beyond  the  Rhine,  and  even  ^^'^^"^^'i 
^>ttiUfome  forts  in  their  country;  wherefore  on  his  medals  ^'^^^"^f^ 
lie  is  ftyled  the  Reftorer  of  Gaul,  the  Defender  of  the  Em- 
pire ^.     On  the  fame  medaU  frequent  mentioci  is  made  of 
his  viQories  over  the  Franks,  chiefly  in  256,  the  fifth  year 
of  his  reign  ;  and  on  fome  he  is  ftyled  Germauii:us  Maxi- 
*«U8,  the  Franks  being  diftiriguiflied  in  thofc  times,  as  Va- 
It&us  properly  obfervcs,  by  the  name  of  Germans,  from  the 
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AlemanS)  and  otber  nations  inhabiting  Germtoy.    Hov« 
ever,  they  afterwards  ferved  under  him  againft  Gallienus, 
and  Aipported  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  in  the  au- 
thority he  had  ufurped.     In  the  fourth  year  of  the  emperor 
Aurelian,  they  made  an  irruption  into  Gaul ;  but  were  re« 
pulfed  with  great  flaughter  by  that  prince,  who  having  taken 
a  number  of  prifoners,  led  them,  with  the  captives  <rf  cer- 
tain other  nations,  in  triumph,  when  be  made  his  public 
entry  into  Rome. 
Yr.  of  Fl.      At  the  death  of  Aureliani  the  Franks,  together  witii  the 
-.  *^^*      I^yg^Sy   t^»e  Burgundians,  and  the  Vandals,  crofling  the 
^^J___£'  Rhine,  entered  Gaul ;  and  having  reduced  above  fevcnty 
qheFranks,  of  the  chief  cities  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  confiderei 
Burgmtdi'    themfelves  as  mailers  of  all  that  country :  but  in  the  mean 
time  Tacitus,  who  had  fuccceded  Aurelian,  dying,  Probus^ 
who  was  chofen  in  his  room,  marching  in  perfon  ^aiuft 
the  fiurgundiahs  and  Vandals,  difpatched  fome  of  his  beft 
generals  againft  the  Franks,  who  defeated  them  entirely, 
and  obliged  them  to  return  home  ^     Probus  himfelf  was 
attended  with  the  like  fuccefs  againft  the  Burgundians  and 
Vandals ;  fo  that  all  G&ul  was,  by  Ms  valour,  delivered 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Barbarians.     The  emperor,  not  fatif- 
fied  with  drivifig  them  out  of  Gaul,  purAied  them  ac«^ 
the  Rhine,  laid  wafte  their  tferritories  to  a  great  ^*lent,  and 
even  built  fome  forts  in  their  country  \  which  featk  ifce 
Barbarians  with  fuch  terror,  that  nine  of  -their  kings  came 
in  perfon  to  fue  for  peace ;  which  Probus  granted,  upon 
their  promifing  to  fupply  the  Romans  yearly  with  a  certaia 
quantity  of  corn,  and  other  provitions,  and  to  fend  fixteen 
thoufand  men  to  ferve  in  the  Roman  army  «.     Thefc  Pro- 
bus  divided  into  companies  of  fifty  or  fixty  men,  diftribut- 
ing  them  among  the  Roman  troops  in  different  places. 
Some  of  the  Franks,  who  had  either  fubmitted  to  Pi^obue, 
or  had  been  taken  prifoncrs  in  this  war,  were  fent  by  the 
emperor  to  the  coaft  of  the  Euxine  fea,  where  lands  were 
allowed  them  to  cultivate. 

There  they  continued  for  fome  time  \  but  growing  weaiy 
fiumher  of  qJ  living  after  the  Roman  manner  in  a  coui^ry  fo  far  difta^ 
wee'tht^'  from  their  own,  having  feized  on  fome  (hips,  they  potto 
fea,  and  cruifing  about,  pillaged  firft  the  coails  of  Afia  and 
Greece,  and  then  paifing  over  into  Africa,  landed  in  dif- 
ferent places ;  but  being  conftantly  repulfed  by  the  Roman 
Atajf&c.  troops  quartered  in  that  province,  ^bey  quitted  Africa,  and 
fteerlng  their  courfe  to  Sicily,  made  a  defcent  in  that  ifhni% 
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bole  ind  plundered  the  city  of  Syracufe,  and  having  pat 
moft  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  reimbarked  with  an 
immenfe  booty.  From  Sicily  they  failed  for  the  ftreights 
of  Gibraltar,  and  entering  the  ocean,  plundered  the  coafts 
of  Gaul  and  Spain,  and  returned  loaded  with  booty  to 
the'u-  native  -country,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine  ^.  This 
event  happened  about  the  year  280.  Proculus  having  re- 
volted, and  aifumed  the  title  of  emperor  at  Cologne,  the 
Franks  at  firft  efpoufed  his  caufe,  and  promifed  to  affift  him 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  power ;  but,  notwithftanding  this  en- 
gagement, they  not  only  abandoned,  but  betrayed  the  ufurpcr 
into  the  emperor's  hands  *.  From  this  period  they  conti- 
nued quiet  till  the  fourth  year  of  DiocieOan,  when,  in  con- 
Junftion  with  the  Saxon  pirates,  they  plundered  the  coafts  ' 
of  Gaul,  carrying  off  an  immenfe  booty,  and  an  incredible 
number  of  captives :  but  Caraufius  having,  by  the  empe- 
ror's order,  equipped  a  fleet  at  Boulogne,  and  gained  fome 
advantages  over  them,  they  retired  for  a  time  to  their  rc- 
fpeftive  countries  ^. 

In  the  following  year  Maximian,  croffing  the  Rhine,  en- 
tered Germany,  and  having  defolated  the  enemy's  country, 
Tpturned  to  Gaul  with  an  immenfe  booty.  The  fame  of  his 
name  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  the  Franks,  that  two  of  their 
kings,  Atec  and  Genobald,  the  firft  we  find  recorded  in 
hiftory,  fubmitted  to  him,  defiring  him  to  confirm  them  in 
their  refpe^live  kingdoms  *. 

Maximian  allowed  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Treves  Yr.  of  Fl. 
and  Cambray  to  great  numbers  of  Franks  and  Letes,  who       2636 
had  fubmitted,  thofe  territories  being  almoft  quite  deftitute  A.  D.  aSS^ 
of  inhabitants.     The  Letes  were  originally  a  Gaulifh  na- 
tion  ;  but  having  afterwards  fettled  in  Germany,  they  were  f^y^  , 
reckoned  among  the  German  nations.     A  few  years  after  tranJflamJt" 
this  tranfaflion.  the  Franks  reduced  Batavia,  and  that  part  idinf 
of  Flanders  which  is  watered  by  the  river  Efcaut;  but  Con-  Gaul  by 
ftantius,  the  father  of  Conftantine  the  Great,  marching  rl/  ^/"*' 
againft  that  people  foon  after  he  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of 
Caefar^  defeated  them  in  battle :  having  obliged  them  to  fur- 
render  at  discretion,  iie  tranfplanted  them,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  into  Gaul,  where  they  were  forced  to  culti- 
vate the  lands  whicfh  they  thcmfelves  had  wafted,  to  pay  the 
«fual  tributes  apd  taxes,  as  fubjeds  of  the  empire,  and  to 
ferve,  when  wanted,  in  the  Roman  armies^     Upon  their 
fubmittmg  to  thefe  conditions,  their  arms  were  taken  from 
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them )  nqr  were  they  allowed  atw  in  their  new  fettlementii 

that  ^hcy  might,  by  degrees,  foften  their  native  fierccncfs 

and  barbarity,  and  accuilom  themfelves  to  live  after  the 

Yr.  of  Fl.  JVoman  manner.    The  emperpr  Julian,  fpeaking  of  Maxi- 

.  Vj*^'      niian  and  Cpnftantius  fays,  that  they  not  only  dro?c  the 

*  Barbarians  out  of  the  Roman  territories,  which  they  had 

long  poflefled,  ?nd  cultivated  as  their  own,  but  built  fe?^ 

r^l  caflles  on  the  ifrontiers ;  by  which  means  the  country, 

no  longer  infefted  by  the  Bar&ariai[iSy  enjoyed  a  profouQd 

tranquility  ". 

From  this  period  they  continued  quiet  till  tljc  year  p6, 
the  firft  of  Conftantine*s  reign,  when,  that  prince  being 
employed  in  Britain,  they  feized  the  opportunity  to  bre^ 
cinflatttim  into  Gaul :  but  the  emperor  returning  foon  after,  fell  upon 
takes  two     them  unexpedledly,  while  they  were  bufied  in  plundering 
ef  ^^'^^  ,^    the  country,  cut  great  numbers  in  pieces,  and  having  taJcen 
hntrs!!  "    ^^^  °^  their  kings  prifoners,  Afcaric  and  Gaifus,  he  dcli- 
nuhom  he     vered  them  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beads,  in  themagnj- 
ixpofes  to     ficent  fhews  which  he  afterwards  exhibited.     After  this 
^t^7^^^      viQory  he  croffed  the  Rhine,  and  entering  the  country  of 
^''         the  Bru£Jerians,  who  were  one  of  the  feveral  nations  then 
known  by  the  name  of  Franks,  he  made  a  dreadful  bavock 
of  that  people,  and  took  a  great  many  prifoners,  whom  he 
likewife  expofed  to  wild  beafts.     He  repaired  all  the  forts 
on  the  Rhine,  placed  numerous  garrifoiis  in  them,  maifl- 
^  tained  on  that  river  a  great  number  of  veflels  well  arrafid 

and  manned,  and  by  thefe  means  reftrained  for  fome  time 
the  incurfions  of  the  Franks.  In  the  year  308,  theybc- 
gan  again  to  alTemble  in  confiderable  bodies,  with  a  de/igfi 
as  was  fuppofed,  to  make  an  irruption  into  Gaulj  but 
Conftantine  marching  againft  them  they  difperfed  "•  ¥* 
310,  allthe  nations  known  by  the  name  of  Franks^  taking 
arms,  approached  the  banks  of  the  Rhinejj  and  dividing 
their  army,  which  was  very  numerous,  into  feveral  bodic^j 
attempted  to  invade  Qaul  at  different  places*  ^onftanti^c 
marched  in  gerfon  againft  them,  and  not  depending  upon 
th€  relations  of  others,  ventured  in  difguife  inp  thero*4'* 
of  their  army,  pretending  to  be  a  deputy  fent  by  the  eip- 
peror.  As  he  found  that,  not  willing  tq  put  the  whole  tQ 
'  the  iflue  of  a  gcrieral  engagement,  they  ^efigne4  to  carry 
On  the  war  in  feparate  bodies,  he  aflure4  them,  that  tp 
'  emperor  was  not  then  with  the  ar^ny  ;  which  circpnift^f^^^ 
they  no  fooner  underftood,  than  they  difmiffed  the  pfctcnw^ 
"  deputy,  and  uniting  all' their  forces,  marched  agamft' 
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rii^my.   Confiantine  received  them  at  the  head  of  his  army*  T%  ars 
put  them  to  flight  at  the  firft  attack,  and  made  a  dreadful  defeatedbj 
flaughter  of  them  in  the  purfuit  <».       ,  ^      C«^^- 

Neverthelefe,  iti  three  years  after  this  defeat,  taking  ad-  yj^'of  |rj 
vantage  of  the  emperor*8  abfence,  who  was  gone  to  Rome,  id^t.  ' 
tbey  began  to  aflfemble  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine;  Con-  A.  D.  310. 
ftantine  no  fooncr  received  intelligence  of  their  motions  »■  ■ 

than,  leaving  Italy,  he  haftened  into  Gaul.  .  The  Franks, 
who  had  not  yet  paflTed  the  Rhine,  withdrew  at  his  approach ; 
but  Conftantine,  giving  out  that  the  Alemans  too  were  ready  \ 

to  break  into  Gaul,  left  fome  troops  concealed  among  the 
woods  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  river,  and  retired  with 
the  reft.     The  Franks  no   fooner  heard  of  his  departure 
than  they  pafled  the  Rhine  ;  but  the  Romans,  ifluing  from 
their  ambufcade,  attacked  them  before  they  could  draw  up 
their  forces,  cut  great  numbers  in  pieces,  and  obliged  the 
reft  to  repafs  the  river  in  the  greateft  confuGon.     Conftan-  ^ho  fw 
tine  followed  them  in  perfon  with  his  whole  army,  and  en-  nifhts  them 
tering  their  country,  wafted  their  lands,  burnt  their  habita-  '^^^^  g^^^ 
tions,  and  having  taken  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  ex-  f*'^^^^*> 
pofed  them  all  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beafts.     For  this 
viftory  over  the  Franks,  he  took  the  title  of  Francicus  p. 
Notwithftanding  this  feverity,  the  Franks  were  no  fooner 
informed  that  Conftantine  had  left  the  country,  with  a  de« 
fign  to  vifit   Italy  and  illyricum,  than  they  crofled   the 
Rhine  in  great  numbers,  and  entering  Gaul,  laid  wafte  fc- 
ycral   provinces.    But    Crifpus,  the   fon  of  Conftantine,  n^  hreOk 
marching  againft  them,  obliged  them  to  quit  their  booty,  «'«'<'  <^««/ 
and  retire.  ^  ^  again  ^h^ 

No  farther  mention  of  the  Franks  is  made  in^hiftory  till  ^puJJdbw 
the  year  34  j,  the  fourth  of  Conftantius's  reign,  when  they  Crifpus. 
wade  ^n  iryuption  into  Gaul.     Conftans  marched  againft, 
and  gjive  them  battle ;  but  as  the  lofs  was  equal  on  both 
fides,  the  war  was  not  ended  till  the  enfuing  year*!,  when  ^heycon^ 
Conftans  either  conquered  or  appeafed  thepi,as  Idatius  ex-  ^^«^^« 
prefles  it,  by   prevailing   upon  them,  with  prefents  and  ^'^^^  ^^'^ 
money,  to  retire,  as  may  be  gathered  from  Libanius,  who         ^  ' 
tells  us,  though  fpeaking  as  a  panegyrift,  that  the  Franks 
were  not  conquered  by  force  of  arms.     Be  that  as  it  may, 
it  is  certaf  n  they  concluded  a  peace  with  Conftans,  and  fub- 
initted  to  the  princes  he  was  pleafed  to  appoint  over  them. 
As  tl^ey  were  the  moft  powerful  nation  in  thofe  parts,  this 
peace  prevented  tl)e  others  from  attempting  any  thing  againft 
^he  empife  \  fo  t^at  Conftans,  having  iiothing  to  fear  on' 

•  Euleb.  Vit.  Conft.  lib.  iii.  cap.  15.  p.  440.  P  Valcf.  Rcr. 
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that  fide,  pafled  over  info  Bntftin,  to  oppofe  the  Scots,  wfio 
made  frequent  inroads  into  the  Roman  dominions. 
Yr.  of  Fl,      In  355,  being  the  eighteenth  of  the  reign  of  Conftantkis, 
*7«S-      Malaric,  king  of  the  Franks,  held  a  chief  employment  in 
'    '  ^^^*  the  emperor's  court '.    But  the  following  year  his  natioii, 
^knmaki  ^^  longer  able  to  live  in  peace,  entering  into  an  alliance 
themfit'ues  with  the  Alemans  and  Saxons,  crofled  the  Rhine,  took  and 
mafiiti  of    pillaged  above  forty  cities  on  the  banks  of  that  river,  defo- 
mUwfirty  i^xtA  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  carried  oflF  a  great 
CauL         number  of  captives.    The  city  of  Cologne  was  qn  this  occa^ 
fion  almoft  entirely  rained  •.    From  thence  they  advanced 
to  Autun,  which  city  they  hefieged  j  but  being  vigorooUy 
i<epulfed  by  the  veterans,  who  were  quartered  there,  they 
abandoned  the  enterprize,  and  contented  themfelves  with 
plundering  the  op^n  places,  roaming  about  without  con- 
trol, and  deftroytng  with  fire  and  fword  what  diey  could 
not  carry  off.     Coi^ftantius,  who  [was  then  in  Italy,  not 
drinking  it  prudent  to  quit  that  country,  raifed  his  coufin 
Julian  to  the  dignity  of  Ca^far,  and  at  the  fame  time  ap- 
poiated  him  governor  of  Gaul.     Julian  immediately  fet  out 
for  his  government,  and  arriving  at  Vienna,  was  received 
with  extraordinary  marks  of  joy.     As  he  came  to  that  city 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  he  continued  there  the  remaining 
part  of  that  feafon,  deliberating  about  the  operations  of  th^ 
cnfuing  campaign.    Taking  the  field  early  in  the  fprtng,  he 
marched,  at  the  bead  of  a  fmall  body,  from  Vienna  to  Au- 
tun,  and  from  thence  to  Auxerre.     On  his  march,  he  found 
himfelf  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  the  enemy,  who  marched 
in  great  bodies ;  but  he  put  them  to  flight  with  a  handful 
of  men,  and  cut  himfelf  a  way  through  the  midft  of  the  Bar- 
barians to  Troies,  and  from  thence  to  Rheims,  where  the 
main  body  of  the  army  waited  his  arrival.     Being  joined  by 
all  the  Roman  troops  quartered  in  Gaul,  he  haftened  from 
thence  to  Deoempagi,  now  Dicuze  on  the  Seille,in  Lorraine, 
with  a  defign  to  fall  upon  the  Franks,  who  were  employed 
in  ravaging  the  country.     But  the  enemy,  receiving  timely 
notice  of  his  approach,  took  advantage  of  a  dark  and  wet 
night  to  attack  his  rear,  and  would  have  cut  off  two  legionS| 
had  not  the  reft  of  the  army,  alarmed  at  the  fudden  noife, 
returned  to  their  affiftance.     The  Franks,  encouraged  w:ith 
this  fuccefs,  attacked  him  again  a  few  days  after;  but 
were  eafily  put  to  flight.     However,  this  trifling  vr6lory 
enabled  him  to  reach  Cologne,  which  the  enemy  abs^a- 
doned  at  his  approach,  after  it  had  been  ten  months  in 
their  hands. 

'  Ammian.  lib.  v.  p.  i^*  *  Ammian,  lib*  v*  p«  50.  tS%. 
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During  his  ftay  at  Cologne,  one  of  the  kings  of  the 
Franks,  dreading  his  arms,  fent  deputies  to  fue  i^r  peace  j 
but  JiiHan  only  granted  him  a  (hort  truce.    The  folk)wing  But  thn 
ytar,  Julian  gained  a  complete  viftory  over  the  Franks,  and  ^^^  deftat^ 
other  German  nations,  that  had  invaded  Gaul,  and  took  by  '^.^"^ 
ftorm  two  caftles  on  the  Meufe,  in  which  fome  Franks  had  ^  juluuu 
taken   refuge,    after   having   ravaged  the  country  about 
Rheims.     They  defended  themfelves  with  great  bravery  for 
fifty^fbar  days ;  but  being  at  length  obliged  to  furrender^ 
they  were  all  fent  to  the  emperor,  who  incorporated  them 
among  his  troops  *.     After  this  exploit,  Julianptit  his  army 
into  winter-ijuartcrs,  and  took  up  his  own  in  raris  ;  but  in 
the  mean  titnc  the  8alii,  a  nation  of  the  Franks,  broke  tm- 
eipefted^y  into  Taxandria,  now  Brabant.    Julian,  march- 
ing againft  them  early  in  the  fpring,  forced  them  to  abandon 
the  tjotifitry  they  had  feized,  though  they  declared  them- 
felves ready  to  guard  the  frontiers  of  the  empire  on  that 
Mc,  to  fupply  the  Romans  with  troops  when  required,  and 
to  pay  the  ^ifnal  taxes  and  tributes.    Zofimus  fays,  that  they 
fcad  been  driven  out  of  their  own  country  by  the  Saxons 
ttttd  Quadians,  who  were  hj  Julian  forced  to  reftore  it  to 
the   anciciit  .proprretore ;    an  aft  of  generoiity  which  fo 
gained  tlie  hearts  of  th^  SaKan  Franks,  that,  fubmitting  to 
ttic  emperor,  great  numbers  of  them  ferved  in  his  army ". 

The   Franks  continued  quiet   the   whole   time    Julian 
reigned;  but  they  no  fooner  heard  of  his  death  than,  enter- 
ing into  an  aPliance  with  their  neighbours  the  Saxons,  they 
began  to  infeft  Gaul  both  byfea  and  land.  But  count  Theo-  couni 
dofius,  fatTier  to  the  emperor  of  that  name,  being  fent  ^heodofiuf 
againft  them  by  Valentinian,  obliged  them  to  retire  with  gains  fame 
great  lofs  ^.     That  commander  is  faid  to  have  overcome  the  ^*^**' 
Saxons,  to  have  gained  a  viftory  over  them  near  the  Or-  ^^^^ 
cades,  and  to  have  defeated  the  enemies  of  the  empire  in 
Batavia,  near  the  Rhine  and  the  Vahal ;  which  country  was 
then  held  by  the  Franks*     At  this  time  Mallobaudes  was 
"king  of  the  Franks,  and  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Ale- 
'»taHs,'who,  having  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Romans,  had 
fintcred,  upon  what  provocattion  we  know  not,  the  territo- 
ries of  the  Franks,  deftroying  every  thing  with  fire  and  fword. 
Mallobaudes  met  them,  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army:  ;jf^//^. 
pretending  to  avoid  an  engagement,  he  drew  them  into  hauda^ 
?n  ambufcade  ;  by  which  means  he  cut  great  numbers  in  ^'»jr  ^f^hi 
pieces,  and  among  the  reft  their  king  Macrianus,  a  warlike  y^"^'* 
prince,  who  had  long  infefted,  with  continual  inroads,  the  RoZanj, 

and  is  ho» 
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Roman  donfiinlons  *•  Three  years  after,  Mallobaudea  was 
raifed  by  the  emperor  Gratian  to  the  confulate,  having  the 
emperor  himfelf  for  his  colleague  in  that  dignity  ^.  He  was 
afterwards  honoured  by  the  fame  emperor  with  the  poft  of 
comes  donicilicorum,  and  didinguifhed  himfelf  in  a  mod 
glorious  manner  in  the  battle  of  Argentaria,  in  which  above 
.  thirty  thoufand  of  the  Lentinenfes,  who  had  invaded  the 
empire,  were  killed,  with  their  king  Triarius,  This  vi^ory 
was  chiefly  owing  to  Mallobaudes,  who,  on  this  occafion, 
commanded  the  Roman  troops,  in  conjunction  with  count 
Nennianus,  as  we  have  related  in  our  hiftory  of  the  £a(tera 
and  Weftern  empire.  He  was  conful  the  fecond  time  in 
^83,  the  eiehth  and  lafl:  of  Gratian's  reign,  and  commanded 
the  army,  under  thatpHnce,  againftthe  ufurper  Maximus ;, 
but  was  not  atttended  with  his  ufual  fuccefs;  for  Gratian 
was  put  to  flight,  foon  after  taken  prifoner,  and  put  to  death 
at  Lyons. 
thi  Trunks  Thrcc  years  after  the  death  of  Gratian,  we  find  the 
r^fv^e  Franks  ravaging  Gaul  with  more  fury  than  ever,  perhaps  to 
^^*  revenge  on  the  ufurper  Maximus  the  de^th  of  Gratian,  who 

had  (hewn  a  particular  kindnefs  to  their  nation.     However 
that  be,  Gregory  of  Tours  tells  us,  that  they  over- ran  all 
Bclgic  Gaul,  put  the  city  of  Cologne  in  fear,  burnt  feveral 
villages,  and  then  returned  home  with  their  booty,  leav- 
ing feveral  parties  in  Gaul  to  purfue  the  ravages  they  had 
begun.     Thefe  were  defeated  by  Nannius  and  Quintinus, 
the  two  generals  of  Maximus,  who  deftroyed  great  num- 
bers in  the  province  of  Hainault.     Quintinus,  not  fatisfied 
with  this  advantage,  pafTed  the  Rhine  at  Nuys,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  Nannius,  who  refufed  to  follow  him;  and, 
entering  the  enemy's  country  with  the  troops  under  his 
command,  burnt  feveral  villages,  which  he  found  aban- 
doned by  the  inhabitants.     Encouraged  by  thi«  fuccefs  he 
Yf.  of  FI.  advanced  far  into  the  country ;  but  being,  on  his  return, 
•736.       drawn  into  marfhes,  woods,  and  impaffiblc  places,  by  the 
^       enemy's  pretending  to  fly  before  him,  he  found  himfelf  fud- 
J  Roman    ^^^h  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  great  multitudes,  who  at- 
mrm^  tut     tacking  bis  men  while  they  were  entangled  in  the  woods 
•jg  by  the     and  marlhes,  cut  moft  of  them  in  pieces,  and  obliged  the 
h'anks.       reft  to  (belter  thcmfelves  in  the  woods,  where  they  periflied 
with   famine,  only  Quintinus,  and  a  few  more,  having, 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  found  means  to  efcapc  and  rcr 
turn  to  Gaul,  after  having  fuffered  inexpreffible  hardfliip^ 
in  the  enemy's  country.     The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Roman? 
on  this  occafion  was  very  great,  and  is  by  fome  compared 

'  Ammian.  lib.  xxx.  r  Idem.  lib«  %%xu  p.  451* 
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to  tbe  difafter  of  Vgrus  and  his  legions,  in  the  time  of  Au- 
guftus  *.  This  difafter  happened  while  the  Franks  were 
governed  by  Genobahdj^  Marcomir,  and  Sunno,  who  being 
elated  with  this  viftory,  made  an  irruption  into  Gaul  the 

J  ear  following  ;  and  Theodofius  fent  Valentinian  to  make 
ead  againft  them.  Upon  that  princess  arrival  in  Gaul, 
Arbogaftes,  general  of  the  troops  in  thofe  provinces,  ad- 
vifed  him  to  march  into  the  enemy^s  country,  and  force 
them  to  reftore  the  booty  they  had  carried  off  the  year  be- 
fore, and  give  up  the  authors  of  the  war.  Whether  Va- 
fentintan  followed  his  advice,  we  are  not  told.  All  we 
know  is,  that.he.had  a  conference  with  Marcomir  and 
Sunno,  who  delivered  hoftages ;  and  that  he  afterwards  re^- 
tired  to  Treves,  where  he  pafled  the  winter  *. 

^^  392>  Arbogaftes  having  put  Valentinian  II.  to  death, 
pcrfuaded  Eugenius,  whom  he  had  raifed  to  the  empire  in 
his  rooni,  to  make  war  upon  the  Franks.  Arbogaftes,  of 
whom  we  have  fpokcn  at  large  in  our  hiftory  of  the  Eaftern 
and  Weftern  empi^,  was  himfelf  a  Frank  ;  but  as  he  bore 
great  refentment  againft  Marcomir  and  Sunno,  he  not  only 
induced  Eugenius  to  make  war  upon  them,  but  taking  upon 
iimfelf  the  whole  management  of  it,  he  pafled  the  Rhine 
near  Cologne,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  pillaged  the 
countries  of  the  Brufterians  and  Cham  avians,  without  meet- 
ing with  the  Icaft  oppofition,  Marcomir  only  fliewing  him- 
felf at  a  diftance  on  the  hiHs  with  fome  parties  of  the  Anfi- 
▼arii  and  Chatti ;  but  as  to  the  ifTue  of  this  war,  hiftorians 
only  relate,  that  Arbogaftes,  after  having  put  many  of  his 
Countrymen  to  the  fword,  concluded  a  peace  with  them ; 
and  that  Eugenius  himfelf  approached  the  Rhine,  to  renew 
the  ancient  treaty  with  the  kings  of  the  Franks  and  Ale- 
nians  •».  From  this  account  it  appears,  that  the  Franks  had 
fcveral  kings  at  the  fame  time^  and  that  under  the  name  of 
Pranks  were  comprifed  feveral "  ancient  German  nations. 
Great  numbers  of  the  Franks  lifted  themfelves  among  the 
troops  of  Eugenius ;  for  OroGus  fays,  that  he  led  againft 
Theodofius  an  infinite  number  of  Franks  and  other,  Barf 
barians  *=. 

Theodofius,  by  his  laft  will,  divided  the  empire  between  Yr.  of  FI, 
bis  two  children,  bequeathing  the  Eaft  to  his  eldeft  fon  Ar-      4743' 
cadius,  and  the  Weft  to  Honorius.      Stilicho',  who  was  A.D.  3^5. 
pnrtie  miniftei  to  the  latter,  advifcd  him,  in  the  firft  place,  -., 
to  fenew  the  ancient  alliances  with  the  Franks  and  other  „e^^ll 
German  nations,  which  they  had  broken,  by  afEfting  tyttmcUntaU 

lianas 
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ufurper  Eugenius  againft  Tbeodofius.    This  talEIBtilielkl 
took  upon  faimfelf,  and  repairing  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine^ 
accomplifhed  it  in  a  very  (hort  time.    However,  Marco^ 
mir  and  Sunno  attempting  to  raife  new  diftarbances  fooa 
after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  one  of  them  was  taken, 
and  having  been  kept  fome  time  in  prifon,  banifiied  to 
Tufcany.     The  other  was  refolved  to  revenge  on  the  Ro* 
mans  the  affront  he  had  offered  his  brother ;  but  hla  own 
people,  unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war  with  the  empire,  pui 
him  to  death.    Marcomir,  or  Marcomer,  u  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  father  of  Pharamond,  the  firft  in  the  cata-* 
Ipgue  of  the  French  kings. 
Tr.  of  Fl.      In  the  year  406  the  Franks,  falling  upon  the  Vandals  as 
*754*      they  were  attempting  to  break  into  Gaul  with  the  Sueves 
^    '^^  *  and  Alans,  cut  off  near  twenty  thoufand^  with  their  king 
^kn  cut     Godigifcies ;  and  would  have  put  them  all  to  the  fwordy 
gftnventj    had  not  the  Alans  come  feafonably  to  their  af&ftance.  Thefis 
tkoufand     two  nations,  together  with  the  Sueves,  forced  themfelves;^ 
VmdaU*      way,  in  fpite  of  the  Franks,  and  pafSng  the  Rhine  entered 
Gauls     Great  numbers  of  Franks  followed  them,  to  (hare 
in  the  fpoils  of  thofe  wealthy  provinces  $  but  greater  num- 
bers ot  the  fame  people  entered  Gaul  four  years*  after, 
invited  thither  by  the  ufurper  Conilantine,  of  whofe  forces 
the  commander  m  chief  was  Edobic,  a  Frank.     In  tb<e  year 
413  they  made  an  irruption  into  Gaul,  and  not  only  pillaged 
but  burnt  the  city  of  Treves  the  fecoxid  timer  fays  Frigerid, 
an  ancient  author  quoted  by  Gregory  of  Tours.     We  af« 
ignorant  when  this  firft  irruption  happened  ;  but  that  ttn«* 
bappy  city  was  a  third  time  plundered  and  iiet  on  fire  by 
the  Franks  about  the  year  420,  as  Salvian  informs  us,  who 
was  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  deplorable  condition  to  which  it 
was  reduced**. 
^  ^.  About  this  time  Pharamond  muft  have  reigned  over  the 

finning  of  Franks.  He  is  faid  by  Vitalis  to  have  been  the  fon  of  Sjunno; 
fhara-       but  all  Other  writers  fuppofc  him  to  have  been  the  fon  of 
mondTs        Marcomir,  the  brother  of  Sunnp^    He  was  one  of  the  moft* 
^uru^S     powerful  princes  among  them ;  but  we  are  not  told  whether 
he  had  any  authority  over  the  reft.     He  is  fuppofed  to  have 
reigned  from  the  year  417  to  428,  in  which  Clodio,  his 
fon  and  fuccefibr,  reigned  in  France,  that  is;i  in  the  country 
of  the  Franks  ®.    In  the  year  in  which  he  is  fuppofed  to 
have  died^  the  famous  Aetius  vanquiihed  the  Franks  ia 
Gaul,  and  drove  them  from  the  country  in  which  they  bad 
fettled ^     Of  this  war  Jomandes  fpeaks,  without  all-doubt^ 

c  Greg.  Tur*  lib.  ii.  cap.  9*  p.  6*.  Orof.  cap.  46.  p*2«3.  'Sal. 
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whtn  ht  telk  us,  that  Aetiud,  with  great  (laughter,  tamed 
the  barbarity  of  the  Franks,  and  forced  them  to  fubmit  to 
the  empire  <• 

Pbaramond  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  ClodiO  in  the  year  Yr.  of  FK* 
4a8t  the  fourth  of  the  reign  of  Valentinian  III.     Gregory      *776- 
of  Tours  calls  him  a  moft  illuftrious  prince,  to  whom  his  y^'P«4«>" 
people,  whofe  intereft  he  had  at  heart,  were  highly  in-  ^^^.^ 
debted  *.     We  know  but  very  little  from  the  ancients  of 
^hat  happened  in  this  prince's  reign.    Idatius  writes,  that 
in  the  year  43 1  Aetius  was  employed  in  an  expedition  to 
G%vlK    This  expedition  was,  without  all  doubt,  under-  Heis§vif^ 
taken  againft  the  Franks ;  for  the  fame  writer,  who  was  comt  by 
then  with  Aetius,  adds,  that  in  432  he  orercamc  the  Franks  Attius. 
in  battle.     Aetius,  after  having  defeated  the  Franks,  con« 
eluded  a  peace  with  them  the  fame  year  ^  \  but  upon  what 
teriias  we  know  not.    In  the  year  435  the  Franks  made  an 
attempt  upon  Tours  ^  for  Sidonius  afferts,  that  Majorianus 
defended  that  city  againft  them.    Not  long  after  the  Franks 
made  an  irruption  into  the  country  of  the  Atrebates,  now 
Artois.  But  Aetius  marching  againft  them  with  all  poffible 
expeditioti,  fell  upon  them  unexpe£ledly,  while,  without 
the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  danger,  they  were  celebrating  the 
nuptials  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  and  killed  great  numbers. 
Valefias,  who  fuppofes  the  battle  of  Lens  to  have  been 
fought  in  the  year  437,  repeats,  after  Gregory  of  Tours, 
that  ClodiOy  having  fcnt  fpies  to  reconnoitre  the  country  as 
far  as  Cambray,  upon  their  return,  fet  out  on  his  march, 
advanced,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition,  to  that  city ;  and  hav- 
ing reduced  it,  fixed,  for  fome  time,  his  refidencc  there  *. 
From  Cambray  Valedus  fuppofes  him,  to  have  made  the 
above  mentioned  irruption  into  the  Artois,  and  to  have 
been  furprifed  by  Aetius  and  Majorianus  at  Lens. 

Notwithftanding  that  defeat  he  extended  his  conquefts  He  ixtemt$ 
as  far  as  the  Somme  ".     Some  add,  that  be  took  Tournay,  ^'^ «»- 
Amiens,  and  feveral  other  cities".     Aetius  is  fuppofed  to  ?^5\wT^ 
have  afterwards  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Franks,  and  Sommi. 
to  have  left  them  in  pofieffion,  at  leaft,  of  fome  part  of  the 
country  they  had  conquered,  fince  he  granted  the  like  fa- 
vour to  other  nations,  whom  he  dreaded  lefs.  Prifcus,  who 
flouriihed  in  thofe  days,*  fays,  that  he  faw  at  Rome  the  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  king  of  the  Franks,  who   had  been  fent 
thither  on  an  embafly,  though  a  beardlefs  youth.    Hetake$ 
iiotice  of  bis  long  yellow  hairj  and  adds,  that  Aetiua 

^  Jorn.  Rer.  Goth.  cap.  34.  p.  66©.         ^  Greg.  Tur.  Hift!  Franc. 
«b.ii.  Cip,  9.  p.  64.  "Idat.  p.  19.  k  Ibid,  -    1  Valef. 

P'  Ml  1 13*.  Greg.  Tur.  lib.  i,  ii.  cap.  9.  p.  64.  ^  Greg.  Tur. 

P  •  ^5*  *>  Val.  p.  Y3O1 131.  Du  Ch.  tom»  i«  p.  1 64.  Boch.  p.  505* 
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adopted  htm  for  his  fon  by  prefcnttng-  hhn  vdtbhts  afrnpof^ 
and  treated  him  with  the  greateft  fnarks  of  efteem>  friend- 
ship, and  afiedion  ^.  Upon  his  leaving  Rome  he  was  loaded 
with  rich  and  valuable  prefents,  fent  him  both  by  Aetius 
and  Valentinian  III.  then  emperor.  This  young  prince  was^ 
in  all  likelihood)  Merovaeus*  the  fuccefibr  of  Clodio  ;  for  he 
lived  in  great  friendfliip  with  Aetiusi  and  joined  htm  againft. 
Attila. 
H/  dtfirojs  '    Salvianus,  who  wrote  about  the  year  440,  informs  us, 
^rrua^       that  the  city  of  Treves  had  been  the  fourth  time  pillaged  by 
the  Franks,   and  entirely  dcftroyed**.     The  fame  writer 
adds,  that  the  Franks  made  thcmfelves  mailers  of  another 
city  equal  to  Treves  in  grandeur,  and  (landing  at  a  fmall 
fakisCQ*    diilance  from  it.    This  city  can  be  no  other  than  Cologne, 
Aff"^*  which  was  occupied  by  the  Franks,  as  appears  from  that 

writer,  in  the  year  440.  The  enemy  furprifed  the  city 
while  the  chief  inhabitants  were  feafting  and  revelling,  with« 
out  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  danger  (I).  As  the  Franks 
were  dill  Pagans,  the  church  fuffcred  much  in  the  coun- 
tries fubjefl  to  them  j  and  hence  it  is,  that  we  find  no 
bi(hops  of  Cologne  named  in  the  ecclefiailic  hiftory  from 
the  time  of  Evergilius,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  died  about 
the  year  430,  till  the  time  of  Aquilinus,  who  governed- 

*  that  church  in  the  reign  of  Clovis'.  The  churches  of 
Tournay  and  Cambray  fared  no  better;  for  they  feem  to 
have  had  no  bifiiops  from  the  year  407,  when  the  Vandals 

£#  £if»      invaded  thofe  countries,  till  the  end  of  that  century.  Clodio 

reigned  about  twenty  years,  from  the  the  year  428  to  448, 

when  Tyro  Profper  tells  us,  that  Merov^us  reigned  ia 

France  *,  that  is,  in  the  countries  fubje£l  to  the  Franks  on 

both  fides  the  Rhine.* 

Yr  of  FK      There  is  a  great  difagreement  among  authors  about  Me- 

y.«796.      rovxus.     All  we  know  for  certain  concerning  him  is,  that 

A.  D.  448.  upon  the  news  of  the  death  of  Valentinian  III.  the  Franks, 

-  under  the  conduft  of  Merovseus,  ravaged  Germania  Prima, 

Mn-ov^ui.  ^^^  Belgica  Secunda,  that  is,  the  provinces  of  Mentz  and 

p  Prifc.  Legat.  p.  40.  ^  Salv.  Gub.  lib.  vi.  p.  133.  i  Coint^ 

torn.  i.  p.  63,  70.  •  Val.  cap.  3.  p.  125,  144. 

(I)FatherLeCointeobrerves,  quite  laid  afide  after  the  Franks 

that,  till  this  time,  Cologne  is  became  mafters  of  the  place; 

conftantly  called  Agrippina,  and  which  induced  Hincmar,  andf 

feldom  Golonia;  whereas  the  fomc  others,  to  imagine,  that 

latter  name    univerfally    pre-  the  name  of  Colonia  had  been 

•  vailed,    and  the    former   was  given  it  by  them  (i)« 

(i)  Colnt.  torn,  i,  p.  91^ 
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Rheirtts  *.  Bucherius  thinks,  that  Merovaeus  died  the  jreair  j^^  ^y^j, 
after  Vakntinian  III.  in  456  "  :  but  Valefius  fays  he  lived 
till  the  year  '458  ''.  Rorico  writes,  that  he  was  loved,  ho-* 
noured,  and  revered  by  his  people,  as  a  common  father  ; 
and  that  from  him  the  Franks  in  general  were  called  Mero- 
vingians. In  a  genealogical  table  of  the  French  kings^  pre** 
fixed.to  a  manufcript  life  of  Charles  the  Great,  lodged  in 
the  royal  library  at  Bruffels,  he  is  made  the  (lock  or  head 
of  the  firft  race. 

Merovseus  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ghilderici*     When  Yr.  of  Fl. 
he  was  but  a  youth,  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  Attila,  with       ^%o^• 
his  mother,  and  other  perfons  of  diftinftion  ;  but  delivered  A»  D.  456. 
from  captivity  by  the  fidelity,  courage, , and  addrefs,  of  a     ....    . 
Frank  named  Wiomald.  This  incident  happened  in  the  year 
4S3>  when  Attila,  attempting  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  in  ordd?" 
to  enter  Gaul,  was  oppofed  by  Merovaeus,  at  the  head  of 
the  Franks,  who  had  efpoufed  his  caufe  agairift  his  compe* 
tilor.    Childeric  no   fooner  afcended  the  throne  than  he 
began  ta  think  of  enlarging  his  dominions,  as  Aetius,  who 
had  kept  the  Barbarians  in  awe,  was  now  dead.     Me  is  faid  Hi  txUnds 
to  have  extended  his  conquefts  as  far  as  the  Loire,  and  to  ^'^  <"««- 
have  reduced  the  city  of  Paris,  after  a  fiege  of  ten  years  *.  ^^l^]  '* 
la  the  year  470  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Angers,  after 
having  killed  count  Paul  the  Roman  governor  of  the  place  ^4 
Such  is  the  account  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  without  afligning 
the  caufe  of  difagreement  between  count  Paul  and  Childeric ; 
for  he  bad  told  us,  a  few  lines  before,  that  the  Roman  gene- 
ral, with  the  affiftance  of  the  Franks,  had  made  wAr  on  the 
Goths,  and  gained  fome  advantages  over  them.     Bucherius 
thinks,  that  the  Romans  and  Franks  were  defeated  by  the 
Goths;    and  founds   his  opinion   upon  the  authority   of 
Sidonius,    who  writes,    without  marking   any  time,   that 
the  Franks   were   vanquifhed,   and   put  to  flight,  by  Eu- 
tic  king  of  the  Goths  *.     The  fame  author  adds,  that  Eu- 
ric,  after  having  routed  the  Franks,  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  them  ;  and  elfewhere  fays,  that  he  gave  his  daughter 
in  marriage  to  Sigifmer,  a  Barbarian  prince,  whom  Vale- 
fius takes  to  have  been  a  Frank  *.     This  alliance  between 
the  Goths  and  the  Franks  induced,  in  all  likelihood,  ChiU 
deric  to  turn  his  arms  againfl  the  Romans,  and  feize  on  the 
city  of  Angers,  at  that  time  belonging  to  them.     He  like- 
wife  made  himfelf  mafier  of  Orleans,  after  having  defeat*- 
€d  Odoacer,  who  came  with  a  body  of  Saxons  to  the  relief 

*  Sid.  Car.  vii.  p.  34a.  »  Buch.  p.  546.  ^  Val. 

lib.  iv.  p.  ig^.  X  Bolland.  3.  Jan.  p.  140  y  Greg. 

Tur.  p.  a8».        «  Sid.  lib,  vii.  cp  3.  p.  115.  »  Val.  p.  219,  aao. 

Vol-  XVir.  T  of 


jy4'  ^*^  Hiftory  of  the  Franh. 

of  the  place.    Gregory  of  Tours  tells  us,  that  CliiWcrjci 
Entering  into  an  alliance  with  Odoacer  king  of  Italy,  march- 
ed againft  the  Alemans,  who  had  entered  that  €Ountry>and 
defeated  them  m  ith  great  fiaughter. 
Bidlis*  Soon  after  his  return  to  Gaul^he  died  at  Tornacum,  novr 

Tournay,  where  his  remains  were  difcovcrcd  in  1653,  ^**^ 
Aiany  gold  coins  of  the  Roman  emperors^  and  other  articles 
of  great  curofity  and  value;  among  thcfe  the  king^s  fignet, 
with  the  infcription  Childerici  regis,  and  his  image  engraved 
on  it,  with  his  long  hair  covering  both  his  ihoulders,  and 
a  dart  in  his  right-hand.  The  curious  reader  will  find  a 
minute  and  learned  account  of  this  difcovery  in  the  Anafta^ 
fis  Childerici,  which  Chiffletius  wrote  in  1-655,  hy  order  of 
the  archduke  Leopold,  at  that  time  governor  of  the  Low- 
Countries  for  Philip  IV.  king  of  Spain  ^.  Chiideric,  in  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  abandoned  himfelf  toall  manner  of 
lewdnefs,  at  the  fame  time  loading  his  fubjefts  whh  exop- 
bitant  taxes  and  impofitions,  to  fupply  his  extravagant  ap^ 
pctites.  At  length  feme  of  thofe,  whofe  wives  and  daugh* 
tcrs  he  had  debauched,  revolting,  drove  him  from  the 
throne.  Gregory  of  Tours  writes,  that,  forefeeing  the 
ftorm,  he  prudently  retired  into  the  territory  of  Tongrcs, 
where  he  continued,  till,  his  fubje^ts  returning  to  their 
dnty,  he  was  recalled,  and  reftored  to  his  kingdom.  During 
his  abfence,  the  Franks  fubmitted  to  ^gidius,  a  Gaol,  but 
commander  of  the  Roman  troops  in  that  country  %  whom, 
»pon  the  return  of  Chiideric,  they  eafily  expelled,  and  tt*- 
ceived  theiif  lawful  fovereign  with  the  greateft  marks  of  joy. 
Fredjgarius,  in  his  epitome  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Franks,  ob- 
ferves,  that  Chiideric,  being  driven  from  the  throne,  fled 
foConftantinopIe,  to  implore  the  proteftion  of  the  empe- 
fox  Mauritius,  and  returned  from  thence  by  fea  into  Gaal. 
A  ftrange  anachronifm  !  Mauritius  having  been  raifed  to 
the  imperial  throne  near  a  hundred  years  after  the  flight  of 
Chikleric.  Wilthomius,  in  his  Chronicle  written  in  the 
year  810,  reads  Ma rtianus  inftead  of  Mauritius;  bfit,  ac* 
cording  to  the  beft  ehronologers,  Martian  died  in  457, 
whereas  Chiideric  either  fled,  or  Was  expelled  in  the  year 
461,  and  reftored  eight  years  after.  Befides,  Gregory  of 
Tours,  who  lived  in  the  next  age,  takes  no  notice  of  his 
journey  to  Conftantinople ;  and  Aimonius  exprefly  tells 
us,  that  he  kept  at  a  fmall  drftai^ce  from  his  own  domi* 
Jiions,  not  doubting  but  Wiomald  ^ould  be  able  to  appeafe 
Iiis  fubjed^s,  and  procure  his  return.  *.     He  was  received  io 

b  Anaftafis  Cbilderici,  per  ChifRct.  Antwerpiat,  1655.  «  Grcf. 
Tvr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  12.  Papir.  Maflbn,  Annal.  lib.i*  p*  13.  .  ^  Ai* 
SDon.  lib*'},   cap.  j* 
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Titso^n  territories  by  the  inhabitants  of  Barruln,  who  went 
out  to  meet  him,  and  were,  on  that  account,  exempted 
from  all  tribute,  which  immunity  they  enjoyed  for  many 
years.  This  Barrum  Franchette  afferts  to  be  Barrum  Ducis, 
or  Bar  Ic  Due  ;  Belieforeft  to  be  Bar  on  the  Seirte  5  while 
Uredius  and  Chiffletius  maintain  it  to  be  a  place  in  Brabanr, 
or  Holland;  for  they  are  of  opinion,  that  Childeric  took 
fteher,  riot  in  Tungria,  but  in  Thuringia,  as  we  read  in 
Gregory  of  Tours  5  but  that  writer,  or  his  tranfcriber,  often 
confounds  thofe  two  countries.  Whatever  place  he  came 
from,  he  was  foon  followed  by  Bafina  the  wife  of  king  Ba- 
finus,  by  whom  he  had  been  entertained  during  his  exile. 
Some  French  hiftoriatis  endeavour  to  make  us  believe,  that 
ftc  abandoned  her  hufband  to  follow  Childeric  merely  for 
the  fake  of  his  extraordinary  virtue ;  but  the  anfwer  fhe 
gave  to  Childeric,  when  afked  for  what  reafon  fhe  had  left 
ner  hufband  to  follow  him,  feemsto  infinuate,  that  fhe  was 
fiot  fo  much  attracfted  by  his  virtues,  as  with  the  abilities  of 
another  kind^  which  it  feems  he  poflefTed  (K).  Be  that  as 
It  may,  Childeric  married  her,  and  had  by  her  Clodovaeus, 
whofucceeded  him  in  the  kingdom  *. 

Clodovseus,  called  alfo  Hludovicus,  Ludovicus,  Ludicin,  Yr.  of  FK 
find  Clovis,  was  no  fooner  raifed  to  the  throne  than  he    >»*lj°' 
thought  of  enlarging  his  dominions,  which,  according  to  the  ^^*^ 

beft  writers,  extended  only  from  the  Wahal  to  the  city  of  ciodov^us. 
Tournay.  That  Childeric  was,  at  his  death,  mafler  of  Tour- 
hay,  cannot  be  qaeftioned,  fince  he  was  interred  there  ^  and,  • 
on  the  other  hand,  we  arc  certain  that  Clovis  refided  at 
Tournay  during  the  firft  years  of  his  reign  ^  The  kingdom, 
therefore,  to  which  he  fucceeded,  was  bounded  on  the  north 
hy  the  Wahal ;  on  the  eaft  by  the  city  of  Tongres,  which 
wlongcd  to  another  tribe  of  Franks,  and  was  not  reduced 
hy  Ciovis  rill  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  as  Gregory  of 
Tours  relates  in  exprcfs  terms  ;  on  the  fouth  by  the  king- 
<Jom  of  Ragnacharius,  who  poffefled  Cambray  ;  on  the-  weft 
oy  the  kingdom  of  Chararic^  commonly  placed  between  the 

*  Cyreg.  Tur.  lib.  ii.  cap.  n,        '  Vide  Du  Ch.  torn  i.  p.  631. 


(K)  The  words  of  Gregory  of 
Tours  are  thefe  :  **  His  ergo 
regnantibus  fimul,  Bafma  ilia, 
tjuam  fupra  memoravimus,  re- 
hdo  viro  fuo,  ad  Childericum 
venit.  Qui  cum  folicite  inter- 
rogaret,  qua  de  caufi  ad  cum 
de  tant^  rcgionc  veniflet,  re- 
(pondilTc  fertur :   novi,  inquit, 


utilitatem  tUam,  quod  fis  valde 
flrennuus ;  ideocuie  veni,  ut 
habitem  tecum.  Nam  noveris, 
li  in  tranfmarinis  partibus  ali- 
quem  cognoviflTem  utilitorem  te, 
cxpetiffcm  utiquc  cohabitatro- 
nem  ejus.  At  ille  gaudens  cam 
iibi  conjugio  copula vit." 
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EfcauU  and  the  ocean.    Ragnacharius  and  Chararic  we^e 

likcvvife  kings  of  the  Franks;  but  ruled  over  difFerent  tribes, 
and  were  quite  independent  of  Clovis,  as  well  as  of  eacb 
other.    The  other  provinces  of  Gaul  were  governed  by  the 
Romans,  by  the  Vifigoths>  and  by  the  Burgundians,  who 
all  tyrannized  over  the  unhappy  natives.     Clovis,  refolved 
to  extend  his  dominions  *,  andperhaps,  as  his  ambition  knew 
no  bounds,  he  being  then  but  in  the^  twentieth  year*of  his 
age,  afpiring  to  nothing  lefs  than  the  monarchy  of  all  Gaul> 
thought  it  politic  to  begin  with  the  Romans,  who,  by  the 
ruin  of  the  Weftern  Empire,  were  reduced  to  the  lowefl: 
Yr.  of  Fl.  ebb  of  power.     Syagrius,  the  fon  of  -ffigidius,  of  whom  we 
A*D  ^  8     ^po^^^  before,  held  the  city  of  SoifTons.    He  had  fucceeded 
,  his  father  in  the  government  of  that  city,  and  perhaps  had 

He  makes  made  himfelf  abfolute  mafter  of  it  during  the  anarchy  which 
ivarupon  had  prevailed  in  Gaul,  upon  the  decline  of  the  weftern 
Syagrius,  empire,  fince  he  is,  by  Gregory  of  Tours,  diftinguiflied 
with  the  title  of  king  s.  However  that  be,  Clovis,  hm^ 
refolved  to  reduce  that  city,  invited  Chararic  and  Ragna- 
charius to  aflift  him  in  the  enterprize>  to  which  the  latter 
readily  confented ;  but  Chararic  declined  being  concerned 
in  the  undertaking.  But  for  the  particulars  of  the  reign  of 
Clovia,  we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  our  modern  hiftory  of 
France. 

SECT.      VI. 

The  Ancient  State  of  the  Burgundians^  AlemanSj  HeruUy 

and  Gepida* 

The  Burgundians* 

^he  origin    ^^^HE  BurgundianSy  who,  upon  the  decline  of  the  em- 
iff:he  Bur-    L     p\rCy  feized  on  a  confiderable  portion  of  Gaul,  and 
gun  tans.     {Q^xi^^A  a  new  kingdom  there,  were,  according  to  Ammi- 
anu$  Marcel linus  **,  originally  defcended  from  the  Romans. 
Orofius,  who  wrote  about  the  year  420,  was  of  the  fame 
opinion :   "  We  are  told  (fays  that  writer),  that  Drufas 
Nero,  and  his  brother  Tiberius,  the  adopted  fons  of  Caefar 
Auguftus,  having  ftibdued  the  interior  parts  of  Germany, 
left  fcveral  camps  in  the  country,  and  part  of  their  army, 
'  to  keep  the  neighbouring  people  in  fubjeftion.     From  the 
lloman  foldiers,  who  were  on  this  occafion  left  to  guard  the 
'  camps,  are  defcended  the  Burgundians.     The  caftles  and 
ftrong-holds,  built  for  the  defence  of  a  country,  are  by  the 
.  Germans  called  iurgts\  and  hence  the  Romans  who  guard- 
ed them,  and  their  defcendents,  were  named  Burgundians, 

s  Greg*  Tor,  lib.  ii.  Cap.  aj,       *  Ammian«  lib.  xxviii.  p.  375- 
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Tfceir  conquefts  in  Gaul,  continues  our  hiilorian/  evince 
that  they  were  a  numerous  and  warlike  nation.  As  they 
embraced  the  catholic  faith,  the  ecclefiaftics,  whofe  fpi- 
rituai  jurifdiftion  they  acknowleged,  have  defcribed  them 
mild  and  traceable  in  their  difpofition;  for,  in  the  countries 
where  they  fettled,  they  treated  the  natives,  not  as  ftrangers 
whom  they  had  fubducd,  but  as  brothers  in  Chrift  *,  Pliny 
the  Elder  fuppofes  them  to  be  a  German  nation,  defcended 
from  the  Vindili,  whom  moft  writers  mention  as-  the  fame 
people  with  the  Vandals  ''.  Valcfius  diftingui flies  the  Bur- 
gundians  of  Germany  from  thofe  of  the  fame  naitie  who 
dwelt  more  to  the  eaft,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube  ^ 

The  Rurgundians  of  Germany  were  fometimes  in  alli- 
aace,  and  fometimes  at  war,  with  the  empire ;  but  never 
had  the  reputation  of  a  warlike  nation.     The  writers  v/ho  ThUaJt 
fiouriChed  in  thofe  times  fpeak  of  them  as  inferior  in  cou-  'warUhtf 
rage  and  bravery  to  the  other  Germans  ;  and  obferve,  that  5. 
the  Burgundians   dwelt    in   caftles   and   fortified   places,  ffations 
whereas  the  other  German  nations  fcorned  any  other  fence 
but  their  arms".     Moft  of  them  were  mechanics,  and,  be- 
fore they  fettled  in  Gaul,  they  ufed  to  refort  in  great  num- 
bers to  that  country,  to  earn  a  livelihood  by  theii:  refpec- 
tive  profeffions.   As  to  their  form  of  government,  t^ey  were 
divided  into  feveral  tribes,  each  having  its  rcfpe£live  chief 
or  king,  whofe  authority  was  fo  far  from  being  hereditary, 
that  it  was  not  continued  even  during  life.     The  kings  of  T^^r 
this  nation,  whom  we  find  mentioned  in  hillory,  are  Gun-  ^^fg** 
dicar,  Gundiac,  Bilimer,  Gundebald,  Sigifmund,  and  Go- 
demar.     Thefe  princes  reigned  after  the  Burgutidians  had 
entered  Gaul,  in  the  year  407  5  but  they  had,,  doubtlefs, 
kings  or  chiefs  long  before  that  period,  though  not  men- 
tioned by  the  hiftorians  whofe  works  have  reached  us.  The  T/iey  thM 
kings  of  the  Burgundians,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  other  ''*'«/'/'W 
Barbarians,  did  not  think  it  beneath  them  to  fervc  in  the  ^^^th'f^e 
Roman  armies,  to  execute  fome  of  the  chief  offices  of  the  ^gnities 
empire,  and  to  receive,  at  the  hands  of  the  emperors,  fuch  ofth$ 
dignities  as  they  ufually  conferred  on  their  fubjeds.    Thus  t^^^* 
Gundiac  was,  in  the  reign  of  Anthemius,  magifter  militix, 
or  general  of  the  Roman  armies;  and  Gund^b^Id,  hiseldeil 
fon,  patrician.     Chilperic,  the  brother  of  Gundebald,  had 
been  like  wife  magifter  militiae,  and  was  afterwards  created 
patrician  ".     His  fon  Sigifmund,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the 
kingdom,  received  from  Anaftafius  the  fame  dignity  of  pa* 

1  Orof.  lib.  vii.  cap.  19.      k  Plin.  lib.  iv.  cap.  14.  p.  86.      i  VaUf. 
l(er.  Franc,  p.  4<j«  m  Socrat.  Uift.  Ecclef.  Hb«  vii.  cap.  30* 

.^^nno^.  Vic.  p*  40A. 
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trician,  on  which  occafion  he  wrote  to  the  emperor  the  iot^ 
lowing  letter :  **  My  predeceffors  and  I  have  been  ever  fo 
attached  to  the  Roman  empire,  as  to  think  ourfelves  more 
honoured  by  the  dignities  the  emperors  have  conferred  upon 
us,  than  by  the  titles  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  hj 
our  anceflors.  We  command  at  home ;  but  think  it  4 
greater  honour  to  ferve  abroad  in  your  armies  V 
Thiu/eof  Tphc  ufe  of  legal  duels,  or  duels  ordered  by  the  magif- 
lei^al duels  tratcs  Of  judges,  to  dif(;ovei,  from  the  events  the  truth  of 
ky  them,  contefted  fadsy  was  firft  introduced  into  GauU  where  it 
long  obtained,  by  the  Burgundians.  Gundebald  was  the 
firfl  who  eftablilhed  by  law  this  maxim,  that  the  beft  chanw 
pion  is  the  beft  man,  and  ought  to  be  believed  ;  a  maxiin 
which  has  fo  often  proved  fatal  to  innocence !  This  unjud 
and  fanguinary  law  was  couched  in  the  following  words: 
*^  Being  fully  convinced,  that  many  of  our  fubje£ls  fuffer 
tbemfelves  to  be  corrupted  by  their  avarice,  or  hurried  on 
by  their  obftinacy,  fo  as  to  atteft  by  oath  what  they  know 
not,  and  Indeed  what  they  know  to  be.falfe;  to  put  a  ftop 
to  fuch  fcandalous  practices,  when  two  Burgundians  are  at 
law,  if  the  defendant  (hall  fwear  that  he  owes  not  what  is 
demanded  of  him»  or  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge  ;  and  the  plaintiff,  on  the  other  hand,  not  fa<» 
tis6cd  therewith,  (hall  declare,  that  he  is  ready  to  maintain,, 
fword  in  band,  the  truth  of  what  he  advances;  if  the  de« 
fendant  does  not  acquiefce,  it  (hall  be  lawful  'for  them  to 
decide  the  controverfy  by  dint  of  fword.  This  is  to  be 
likewifc  underftood  of  the  witnefles  of  either  party,  it  being 
juft,  that  every  man  (hould  be  ready  to  defend  with  his 
fword  the  truth  which  he  attefts,  and  to  fubmit  himfelf  to 
the  judgement  of  Heaven.  If  one  of  the  plaintiff's  wit- 
ueffes  fliall  be  killed,  all  the  others  fliall  be  condemned  to 
pay  immediately  three  hundred  folidi.  If  the  defendant  is 
overcome,  the  plaintiff  fhall  receive  three  (imes  the  fum 
which  he  demanded.  It  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  thi^ 
law  be  ftriftly  obfervcd  and  executed,  that  our  fubje/^s  may 
conceive  an  utter  averfion  to  the  deteftable  fin  of  perjury. 
Given  at  Lyons,  the  twenty-feventh  of  June,  Abienus  be- 
ing conful  ;'*  that  is,  in  501  p.  This  law  was  no  fooner 
publifhedf,  than  Avitus,  bifhop  of  Vienne,  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  king,  remonftrating,  with  equal  zeal  and  learning, 
agninfl:  the  injuftice  of  it,  but  could  by  no  means  prevail 
iippn  that  prince  to  repeal  it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  gained 
ground,  and  prevailed  by  degrees  among  the  Franks^  and 
all  the  other  tiations  reading  Iq  GauL 

•  Avit  cp,  Ixxxiii.  p.  137,  fLcx  Burg,  tit-  xIy. 
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As  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Burgundians,  we  find  nothing  Yr.  of  FI. 
^xrorthy  of  notice  concerning  them  till  the  year  275,  the       2^*3- 
firft  of  the  emperor  Tacitus's  reign,  when,  in  conjunftion  *^^* 

with  the  Lugians,  the  Franks,  and  the  Vandals,  they  croiTed  ^^^  » 
the  Rhine,  over-ran  all  Gaql,  and  made  themfelves  mailer^  gundians 
of  feventy  cities  and  upwards  in  that  country  ^  :  but  in  the  break  int9 
mean  time  Tacitus  being  afTaflinated,  Probus,   who  was  Gaul \  but 
chofcn  in  his  room,   marched  againft  them,  and  having  ^''^  ^'"''v^* 
gained  a  complete  viftory  over  the  Burgundians  and  Vau-  probur 
dais  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  obliged  them  to  fue  for 
peace ;  which  was  granted,  upon  their  promifing  to  re- 
ftore  the  booty  they  had  made,  and  kt  at  liberty  the  pri- 
foners  they  bad  taken  :  but  as  they  did  not  faithfully  com- 
ply with  this  condition,  Probus  fell  upon  them  in  their  re- 
treat, cut  off  great  numbers,    and  took-  many  prifoners, 
•whom  he  afterwards  fent  into  Britain,  where  they  proved 
very  ferviceablc  to  the  Romans  in  all  feditions  and  infur- 
re£lions  \    In  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Dioclefian  they  en-  Yr.  of  F1; 
tercd  Gaul  again  with  the  Heruli,  the  Alemans,  and  the  Chai-      2635. 
bons  or  Cavions,  a  people  on  no  other  occafion  mentioned  -^^  ^*  *^7» 
in  hiftory,  and  of  whom  all  we  know  is,  that  their  country,  ' 

as  well  as  that  of  the  Heruli,  lay  at  a  great  drftance  from 
Gaul  \ 

We  are  told,  that  the  Alemans  and  Burgundians  were  *rhey  #r# 
-deftroyed  by  their  own  numbers,  which  occafioned  a  fa-  defeated 
mine  that  was  followed  by  a  plague ;  fo  that  they  were  ^^^'J^ 
caSly  defeated  by  Maximian,  whom  Dioclefian  had  taken  ^'^Lmiamm 
for  his  coadjutor  in  the  empire.      Of  fuch  multitudes  of 
Barbarians,  a  very  fmall  number  is  faid  to  have  returned  .    >, 

home,  the  reft  being  carried  off  by  the  pbgue,  or  put  to 
the  fword  by  the  Romans.  For  the  advantages  gained  over 
the  Barbarians  on  this  occafion,  the  two  emperors  were  de- 
creed a  triumph,  as  appears  (torn  a  medal  ftruck  this  year. 
In  291,  a  war  broke  out  between  the  Burgundians  and 
Alemans,  in  which  the  former  feem  to  have  gained  confi- 
derable  advantages  over  the  latter  5  for  we  are  told  that  they 
reduced  great  part  of  their  country,  and  that  the  Alemans 
were  endeavouring  to  recover  what  they  had  loft  :  this  is 
all  we  know  of  that  war.  In  the  year  370,  the  feventh  of 
Valentinian  I.  tlje  Burgundians  appeared  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  to  the  number  of  eighty  thoufand  fighting  men, 
invited  thither  by  Valentinian,  who  maintained  a  private 
intelligence  witji  their  chiefs,  and  had  promifed  to  pafs  the 
Rhine,  apd,  in  conjuniSWon  with  them,  fall  upon  Macrian, 

'  g  T»ci«.  Vjt.  p.  1*7.  Valcf.  Rcr,  Franc,  lib.  i.  p.  7,  8.  '  Prob, 
yi^  p.  23S.    Zof.  lib.  i.  p.  664.  •  Biich*3oIj;*  p*  sM« 
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king  of  the  Alemans,  with  whom  they  were  then  at  vzn 
nance ;  but  the  emperpr,  who  was  employed  in  building 
forts  on  the  Rhine,  not  being  difpofed  to  interrupt  the  work^ 
and  join  them,  as  he  had  promifed  to  do,  they  returned 
home,  highly  incenfed  againft  Valcntinian,  by  whom  they 
bad  been  thus  difappointed  and  deluded  ' ;  but  we  do  no^ 
find  they  committed  any  hoflilities  againft  the  empire. 
^  In  the  year  407,  they  followed  the  Vandals,  Sueves,  and 

Alans,  who  had  entered  Gaul  the  laft  day  of  the  preceding 
year,  in  order  to  (hare  with  them  the  fpoils  of  thofe  wealthy 
provinces ;  but  they  did  not  fettle  in  that  country  till  the 
Yr.  of  Fl.  yggr  ^ ,  2,  when,  as  Profper  tells  us,  they  obtained  that  part 
A*D  AH.  ^^  Gaul  which  borders  on  the  Rhine,  that  is,  according  to. 
'  Bucherius,  the  prefent  Alface,  and  the  remaining  part  of 

ne  begin-  Geimania  Prima,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  that  writeff 
ning  of  were  ceded  to  them  by  Honorius  ".  Such  was  the  comr 
t/ittr  ttng-^  n"^encement  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Burgundians  in  Gaul. 
CauL  They  continued  quiet  in  the  fettlements  allotted  them  tiH 

the  year  435,  when,  in.  conjundlion  with  the  Heruli,  the 
Hunns,  and  the  Franks,  they  entered  Belgic  Gaul,  com- 
mitting wherever  they  came  dreadful  ravages,  though  they 
had^  upon  their  firft  fettling  in  Gaul,  promifed  to  affift  the 
Romans,  and  ferve  in  their  armies  as  fubjefts  of  the  em-: 
pire.  Aetius  marched  againft  them,  and  having  defeated  their 
irmy  with  great  flaughter  in  a  pitched  battle,  reduced  them 
to  fuch  difficulties,  that  Gundicarius  their  king  was  obliged 
to  fue  for  peace ;  which  in  the  end  he  obtained,  but  did 
not  long  enjoy,  being,  in  the  'beginning  of  the  following 
year,  attacked  by  the  Hunns,  perhaps  at  the  inftigation  of 
Cundiea-     Aetius,  and  cut  off,  with  twenty  thoufand  of  his  fubjefts  ^. 
*ifle  killed   Tbey  continued  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  till  the  year  438, 
hy  the,        when  they  were  removed  from  thence  by  Aetius  to  the  pre- 
Huna4,        fent  duchy  of  Savoy.     During  their  reGdence  here,  Gun- 
di^c,  who  fiicceeded  Gundicar,  and  is  thought  to  ^lave  been 
his  fon,  joining  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  about  the 
year  456,  againft  the  Sueves,  marched  with  him  into  Spainj^ 
and  (ignalized  himfelf  in  the  battle  that  was  fought  the 
fame  year  on  the  banks  of  the  Orbegua,  in  which  the 
Sueve§  were  entirely  defeated,  their  king  Rechi^rius  wbundr 
pd,  and  afterwards  taken  priifoner  *. 
Thfymahe       Gujidiac,  upon  his  return  from  Spain,  ttiz^A  on  part  of 
tnaflirs^of    Gaul,  dividing  the  lands?  with  the  Roman  fenators.     Vale-r 
Je*veralfi'   fius  18  of  Opinion,  that  he  then  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
ties  find       city  of  Lyons  ^.   In  463,  Gundiac  wrote  to  Hilarius,  biftiop 

placet  itt       ' 

Caul.  *  Amm.  lib.  xxx.  p.  377.    ^^      «  Buch.  Bclg.  p,  440.  ^  Idat. 
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of  Rome,  concerning  an  affair  relative  to  Die,  in  Dau- 
phiny ;  v/hence  we  may  conclude  hd  was  at  that  time  in 

foffeffion  of  that  city.  Some  are  of  opiniot),  that  lioth 
)ie  and  Vienne  were  ceded  to  him  by  the  emperor  Avitus, 
ivhofe  caufe  he  had  efpoufed  *.  Others  think  that  Gun- 
diac,  taking  advantage  of  the  difturbances  that  were  occa« 
fioned  by  the  depofition  of  Avitus,  extended  his  dominionst 
and  feized  on  the  above  mentioned  cities.  It  is  certaia 
that,  in  the  war  between  the  Romans  and  Vifigoths  about 
the  year  470,  the  Burgundians,  under  the  command  of 
their  king  Gundiac,  and  his  fon  Chilpcric,  fought  for  the 
Romans ;  as  we  are  told,  that  they  defended  the  province 
of  Auvergne  againft  Euric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  being 
jealous  of  the  growing  power  of  that  prince.  Befides,  both 
Gundiac  and  Chilperic  were  at  that  time  magiftri  militiae, 
3nd  commanded  the  Roman  troops  ;  whence  it  is  probable, 
that  the  Romans  either  yielded  the  above  mentioned  coun- 
tries, or  fuffered  that  people  *to  feize  them,  not  caring  to 
quarrel  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Vifigoths  and  Burgun* 
aians.  Before  the  year  490,  the  Burgundians  were  mafter$ 
of  all  Lugdunenfis  Prima,  which  Sidonius  ftyles  Germanica 
Lugdunenfis,  faying  it  was  then  fubjefl:  to  Chilperic,  the 
fon  of  Gundiac.  The  fame  writer  tells  us  elfewhere,  that 
when  he  left  Lyons,  and  retired  to  Auvergne,  a  Burgun- 
dian  king  refided  in  that  city  with  his  queen.  Sidonius 
withdrew  from  Lyons  about  the  year  470,  finding  himfelf 
obnoxious  to  the  Burgundians,  who  fufpefted  him  of  pri- 
vately favouring  the  Franks.  Chilperic  was  likewife  mafler 
of  the  country  in  which  the  abbey  of  St.  Claudius  was  (i- 
tuatcd  * ;  that  is,  of  the  country  of  the  Sequani.  When 
Sidonius  died,  Aprunculus,  bifliop  of  Langres,  finding  the 
purgundians  fufpedled  he  carried  on  a  private  corrcfpon- 
dence  with  the  Franks,  made  his  efcape  from  the  caftle  of 
Dijon,  and  withdrew  to  Auvergne  ^.  fn  494,  EpiphaniuSj 
bifliop  of  Pavia,  went  to  the  court  of  Gundebald  at  Lyons, 
and  to  that  of  Godigifcles  at  Geneva  ^ ;  hence  we  may 
conclude  that  the  Burgundians  were  then  mailers  of  all 
thefe  places. 

In  the  year  473,  Gundebald  was  at  Ravenna  ;  he  is  faid     / 
to  have  induced  Glycerins  to  take  upon  him  the  title  of 
^mperor  in  that  city**.     After  the  depofition  of  Glycerins, 
Gundebald  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Nepos,  who  was  raifed 
to  the  imperial  throne  in  his  place,  joining  the  Romans  in 

X  Bucl).  p.  5x5.  >  BoUand.  Mart.  xi.p.  265.  ^  Greg* 

Tar.  Hid.  Franc,  lib.  ii.  cap.  23.  p.  284.  c  Ennod.  Vit.  Epiph* 

p.  402/408,  d  Jorn.  cap.  45.  p.  654.    Qnuph.  p.  57.  • 
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Gaul  againft  the  Vifigoths,  who,  under  the  command  of 
Euric,  their  king,  attempted  to  make  thcmfelvcs  maflers  of 
Auvergne  *.  In  the  year  480,  Odoacer,  king  of  Italy,  hav- 
ing ceded  Provence  to  the  Vifigoths,  Gundebald,  jealous 
of  the  incrcafing  power  of  that  nation,  claimed  part  of  the 
country  that  had  been  granted  them.  1  his  claim  occaHcnect 
a  war  between  the  two  nations,  in  which  the  Burgundians 
were  fubdued,  according  to  Jornandes,  by  the  Vifigoths, 
who  made  themfelvcs  complete  matters  of  Gaul :  but  that 
writer  was  certainly  miftaken,  as  the  Burgundians  were,  in 
the  year  514,  and  528,  ftill  matters  of  above  twenty-eight 
cities,  and,  among  the  rett,  of  Lyons,  Vienne,  Befan^on, 
and  Embrun,  which  appears  from  the  a£ls  of  the  councils 
of  Agde  and  Epaune,  held  in  thofe  times.  In  the  year  490, 
the  Burgundians,  under  the  condufl:  of  Gundebald,  enter- 
ing Italy,  with  a  defign,  as  they  pretended,  to  affift  Odoacer 
againft  Theodoric  the  Oftrogpth,  committed  unparalleled 
ravages  in  Liguria,  putting  all  to  fire  and  fword,  and  carry- 
ing off,  upon  their  return,  fuch  numbers  of  captives,  that 
m  moft  places  there  were  not  left  fufficicnt  hands  to  till 
the  ground.  They  met  with  no  oppofition,  the  Romans, 
who  had  always  looked  upon  them  as  their  friends  and  pro- 
tcftors,  not  being  the  leaft  upon  their  guard  againft  them  ^ 
Gundebald  afterwards  declared,  that  he  had  aded  as  an 
open  enemy,  to  be  revenged  on  the  king  of  Italy,  who  had 
deceived  him  by  a  falfe  alliance ;  but  whether  he  meant 
Theodoric,  or  Odoacer,  is  unceitain.  About  this  time 
Gundebald  fcnt  one  Laurentius,  a  perfoh  of  great  diftinc- 
tion  among  the  Burgundians,  with  the  charaftcr  of  ambaiTa- 
dor  to  the  emperor  Anaftafius  at  Conftantinople  ? ;  but 
with  what  commiffion  he  was  charged,  we  are  not  inform- 
ed. Two  letters  have  reached  us,  both  written  in  497,  the 
one  by  the  emperor  Anaftafius  to  Clovis,  intreating  him  to 
prevail  upon  Gundetald  to  allow  one  of  Laurcntius's  fons 
lo  fepair  to  his  father  at  Conftantinople  ;  the  other  by  Clo- 
vis to  Gundebald,  who  readily  complied  with  his  and  the 
emperor's  rcqueft.  In  the  hiflory  of  the  Franks,  we  have 
mentioned  the  war  which  Gundebald  waged  with  Clovis, 
and  his  brother  Godegifcles,  whom  in  the  end  he  defeated^ 
and  put  to  death.  Being  reftored  to  his  dominions,  he 
reigned  without  molefting  his  neighbours,  or  being  difturbec) 
by  them  till  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  year  516  *• 
Some  years  before  his  death  he  was  inclined  to  renounce 
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ppifatcly  the  errors  of  Arius;  but  could  by  uq  tve^nsbe 
prevailed  upon,  fays  Gregory  of  Tours,  to  acknowlege  pub- 
licly the  myftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity  ^. 

Gundebald  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Sigifmundi  who  Si^lfmund^ 
had  no  fooner  taken  poffeffion  of  his  father's  dominions* 
than  he  difpatched  ambaffadors  to  the  emperor  Anaftafius, 
?^  Conftantinople,  acquainting  him  with  his  accefiion  \a 
the  crown.     In  the  letter  he  wrote  on  this  occafion  to  the 
emperor,  he  ftyles  his  father  one  of  Anaftafius's  mod  faitlw 
ful  fubjecls  ;  and  adds,  that  the  nation  which  he  governed 
had  ever  acknowleged  Anaftafius  for  their  liege  lord ;  that  Heac- 
he  bimfelf  deemed  it  a  greater  honour  to  obey  his  com*  knowUget 
mands  than  to  be  obeyed  by  a  whole  nation ;  that  thefe  ^'«»A<^ « 
fentiments  "were  hereditary  in  his  family;  that  his  anceftor* ^ -^    Jv^ 
had  tver  had  hearts  truly  Roman,  thinking  themfelves  more  * 

honoured  by  the  titles,  which  the  emperors  had  been  pleafed 
to  confer  upon  them,  than  by  thofe,  however  fpecious^ 
which  they  had  received  by  birth  ;  that  the  country  which 
Jt  was  now  his  lot  to  govern,  though  lying  at  a  great  diftance 
from  the  capital  of  the  empire,  was  not,  on  that  account* 
Icfs   fubje£t  to  the  imperial  crown  than  thofe  that  were 
contiguous.    He  clofes  the  letter  thus :  **  The  Eaft  is  go- 
verned by  your  prefence,  the  Weft  under  your  aufpices.  By^ 
this  letter,  therefore,  I  oiFer  my  duty  to  the  greateft  of 
princes;    and   wait,    with   fubuiiflion,  your   auguft   cpoX'* 
mands  ^."     Sigifmund  wrote  a  fecond  letter  to  Anaftafius^ 
returning  him  thanks  for  the  honours  to  which  he  bad 
raifed  him,  and  acquainting  him,  that,  upon  hi&  father's 
death,  he  had  immediately  written  to.  him;  but  that  his 
ambaiTadors  had  been  flopped  on  their  way  to  Couftaru 
tinople  ^     In  this  letter,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  and  in 
a  third,  which  he  wrote  to  the  emperor  Juftin,  he  owns 
liimfclf  %  fubjeft  of  the  empire,  and  the  language  of  a  fub- 
]t(k  to  his  ibvereign  prevails  throughout^ 

There  was,  doubtlefs,  at  this  time  a  mifundcrftanding 
between  Thcbdoric  and  Sigifmund,  which  however  did  nyot 
proceed  to  an  open  rupture.    Sigifmund,  in  the  fixth  year  jje  eaufet 
pf  his  reign,  caufed  hi3  fon  Sigeric  to  be  inhunotafUy  afliifiir  his  fon  Si- 
nated.     Of  this  murder  Gregory  of  Tours  gives  us  the  fol-  gf^^^  to  be 
lowing  account :  Sigifmund's  firft  wife  was  the  daughtet  of  ^"'  '^ 
Theodorlc  king  of  Italy,  and  by  her  he  had  a  fo«  named. 
Sigeric.     Upon  the  death  of  that  princefs>  he  married  one. 
erf  her  domeftics,  who,  looking  upon  Sigeric  with  the  eyes 
pf  a  ftepmother,  did  all  that  vf^  in  her  power  to  incenfe 
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bis  father  againft  him.     The  young  prince,  indeed,  hj  Us 
haughty  and  contemptuous  behaviour,  increafed  the  afer- 
iion  which  the  new  queen  bore  him  as  a  ftepmother;  for 
file  having  one  day  appeared  in  the  robes  of  his  mother,  he 
publicly  upbraided  her  for  prefumiiig  to  (hew  heifelf  in  the 
apparel  of  one  whofe  menial  fervant  Ihe  had  been.     This 
bitter  reproach  galled  her  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  tranfport- 
ed  wiih  rage,  flie  refolved  at  all  events  to  make  Sigeric  pay 
dear  for  his  infolence.     Accordingly,  as  flie  had  great  in- 
Huence  over  her  hu(band,   (he  pcrfuaded  him,    that  the 
young  prince  had  formed  a  defign  of  alfaflinating  him,  and 
joining  his  dominions  to  thofeof  his  grandfather  Thcodoric. 
Sigifmund  gave  entire  credit  to  thefe  falfe  and  malicious  in- 
finuations,  and,  without  farther  inquiry,  to  anticipate  his 
ion's  defigns,  caufed  him  to  be  ftrangled,  while  he  was  re- 
pofing  after  dinner.    He  was  fcarce  dead,  when  Sigifmuady 
ftung/with  the  remoife  of  fo  heinous  a  crime,  threw  himfelf 
«pon  the  dead  body,  and,  bathing  it  in  tears,  called  himfelf 
©fall  men  the  mod  unhappy;  which  exclamation  one  of 
bis  fervants  hearing,  "  You  have  but  too  much   reafon, 
(faid  he)  to  bewail  your  own  fate  ;  but,  as  for  your  fon,  he 
died  free  from  all  guilt ;  and  is  now  happy  «.*'  A  few  days 
after  this  fatal  event,  Sigifmund  retired  to  the  monaftery  of 
St.  Mauritius  in  Valois,  to  do  penance  for  the  crime  he  bad 
committed  ;  and  there  founded  what  is  called  by  our  hifto- 
lian  laus  perennisy  that  is  a  fervice  to  he  celebrated  night 
aod  day  without  intermiffion,  by  feveral  ecclefiaftics  reliev- 
ing one  another.     After  a  (hort  ftay  in  that  monaftery,  he 
returned  to  Lyons,  and  there  gave  in  marriage  a  daughter, 
which  he  had  by  his  firft  wife  Oftrogoiha,  to  king  Tbeo- 
doric  or  Thierri,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Clovis. 
War  h'  As  the  Oftrogoths,    and   their   king  Theodoric,   were 

switH  the  greatly  irritated  againft  Sigifmund  for  the  murder  of  his 
^tfn^j  mtta  ^^^^  whom  they  looked  upon  as  a  prince  of  their  own  blood, 
w?*'  Clothildis  thought  this  a  favourable  conjunfkure  to  be  re- 
venged on  the  poflerity  of  Gundebald,  as  he  was  no  more, 
for  the  death  of  her  father  Chilperic,  of  her  mother,  and 
her  brothers,  all  maffacred  by  that  prince's  order.  Having 
therefore  firft  reminded  the  three  kings  her  children,  Clo- 
domir,  Childebert,  and  Cloth arius,  of  the  cruel  and  inhu- 
man treatment  which  her  father  and  mother  had  met  with 
at  the  hands  of  Gundebald,  (he  exhorted  them  not  to  lofe 
the  opportunity  that  prefented  itfelf  of  revenging  it  on  his 
pofterity.  As  this  advice  was  entirely  agreeable  to  the  am? 
bitious  views  of  the  young  princes,  they  readily  liftcncd  to 
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it,  and  began  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations*  They 
prefTed  Theodoric,  whom  their  father  Cloyis  had  by  a  con- 
cubine, to  join  them  in  the  enterprize ;  but  as  he  had 
married  the  daughter  of  Sigifmund,  and  had  not  been  in 
any  refpeft  injured  either  by  him  or  his  anceftors,  be  de- 
clared that  he  would  take  no  part  in  a  war  between  his 
brothers  and  father-in-law,  but  obferve  a  ftrifl:  neutrality. 
The  three  princes,  therefore,  finding  they  could  not  prevail 
upon  him  to  join  them,  took  the  field  without  him,  and, 
entering  the  dominions  of  Sigifmund,  began  to  lay  them 
wafte. 

Sigifmund,  having  colIe£led  a  body  of  troops,  marched  Yr.  of  FU 
againft  them ;  but,  in  the  battle  that  enfued,  he  was  de-      *87i. 
feated,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  a  monaftery,  where  he  ^*  ^*  ^'^^ 
lay  fomc  time  concealed  in  the  habit  of  a  monk ;  but  his   ^.  .-     T 
own  fubjefts,  by  whom  he  was  abhorred  on  account  of  the  aefeaud 
murder  of  his  fon,  difcovered  him  to  the  Franks,  who  im-  anj  taktm^ 
mediately  feized  him,  and  delivered  him  to  Clodomir,  who 
had  already  in  his  power  his  wife  and  children.    Clodomir 
fent  both  the  prince  and  his  unfortunate  family  to  the  city 
of  Orleans,    where   they  were   clofely   confined.     Upon 
the  news  of  his  captivity,  the  greater  part  of  th^  country 
fubmitted  to  the  Franks.    This  revolution  happened,  ac- 
cording to  the  bifhop  of  Avranches,  in  the  year  523.     In 
the  confulfliip  of  Maximus,  fays  that  writer  in  his  chro- 
nicle ",  Sigifmund  was  by  the  Burgundians  delivered  up  to 
the  Franks,  who  carried  him  away  in  the  habit  of  a  monk,  ^.  .- 
in  which  they  had  fouijd  him ;  and  afterwards  threw  him,  tut^luaih 
with  his  wife  and  children,  into  a  deep  well,  where  they  bj  Clodo^ 
were  all  drowned.     Maximus  was  conful,  as  appears  from  ««r. 
all  the  ancient  chronologers,  that  year.    What  our  chrono- 
loger  relates  of  the  unhappy  end  of  Sigifmund  and  his  fa- 
mily, did  not  happen  till  the  following  year,  when  the 
Franks  returning  to  their  own  country,  the  Burgundians, 
who  had  fubmitted  to  them,  revolting,  proclaimed  Gode-  Codemar^ 
niar,  the  brother  of  Sigifmund  their  king;  and,  in  order  to  king  of  tha 
induce   the  Oftrogoths  to  aflift  them,  at  leaft  underhand,  Burgun* 
ceded  to  them  four  cities,  namely,  Carpentras,  Cavaillon,  <^'««x. 
Tricaftinum,  now  St.  Paul-trois-chateaux,  and  Apt  '^.     No 
mention  is  made  of  any  fuccours  fent  them  by  the  Oftro- 
goths.    It  is  not,  however,  to  be  doubted,  but  that  Theo- 
doric, then  king  of  that  nation,  who  was^  greatly  alarmed 
at  the  growing  power  of  the  Franks,  afTifted  them  as  far  as 
he  could,  without  openly  declaring  in  their  favour. 

«  Avcnf,  Chron.  ad.  ann.  523,  •  Vide  Coint.  Annal.  Ecclcf.  ^ 
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News  was  no  fooner  brought  to  the  three  princes  of  tfi^ 
Franks,  that  Godemar  had  been  proclaimed  king  of  the  Bur-* 
gundians,  and  acknowleged  even  in  thofe  countries  which 
bad  fubmitted  to  them,  than  they  refolved  to  take  the  field 
Bgain  :  but  Clodomir,  before  he  fct  out  on  his  march,  order* 
ed  Sigifmund,  with   his  wife  and  children,  to  be  put  to 
death  in  the  city  of  Orleans,  in  the  manner  we  have  re- 
lated, not  with  (landing  the  remonftrances  and  menaces  of 
Avitus,  abbot  of  Mici,  a  perfon  highly  efteemcd  and  rever* 
ed  all  over  Gaul  for  the  fanftity  of  his  life.     GundebaFd 
had  caufed  the  father,  mother,  and  brother,  of  Clothildis 
to  be  thrown  into  a  well ;  and  in  the  fame  manner,  by  way 
of  retaliation,  Clodomir  ordered  Sigifmund  to  be  dffpatch- 
ed,  with  his  wife  and  children.     SooYi  after  this  execution^ 
Clodomir  led  his  troops  againft  Godemar ;  and  the  two 
armies  meeting  at  Veferonce,  in  the  territory  of  Vienne, 
not  far  from  the  city  of  Belley,  a  bloody  battle  enfued,  ifi 
which  the  Burgundians,  after  a  long  and  obftinate  refill* 
ance,  were  put  to  flight :  but  Clodomir,  purfuing  the  ene- 
my with  more  ardour  than  caution,  was  furrounded  by 
them,  and  cut  in  pieces  p.  The  Burgundians,  fays  Agathias, 
concluding  from  Clodomir's  long  hair,  which  covered  his 
ihoulders,  that  he  was  one  of  the  kings  of  the  Franks,  ftruck 
ofFhis  head,  and,  carrying  it  upon  the  point  of  a  fpear,  re- 
turned to  the  charge  -,  but  were  repulfed  by  the  Fratiks,  and 
a  fecond  time  put  to  flight.     However,  the  Franks  being 
deftituce  of  a  leader  (for  the  children  af  Clodomir  were  yet 
Peace  ht'     very  young),  they  readily  concluded  a  peatre  with  the  Bur* 
tween  the     gundians,  one  of  the  articles  of  which  was,  that  they  fcould 
^«r^«»-      ^.g(^Q,.g  to  Godemar  all  the  countries  they  had  fcixed  during 
Franks*       ^^^  ^^^'     Gregory  of  Tours  (ays,  that  Godemar,  having 
raifed  a  new  army,  profecutcd  the  war  very  vigoroufly,  and, 
in  the  end,  recovered  the  kingdom  of  his  anceflors.    Ac- 
cording to  the  chronicle  of  the  biihop  of  Avranches,  the 
battle  of  Veferonce  was  fought  the  fame  year  in  which 
Godemar  had  been  proclaimed  king,  namely  in  524. 

The  peace  concluded  between  the  Franks  and  Burgun- 
dians  lafted  for  tl^  fpace  of  eight  years,  at  the  expiration 
Vr.  of  Fl.  of  which  time,  the  two  furriving  brothers,  Childebert  and 
2880.       Clotharius,    again    invaded    the   dominions   of   Godemar* 
A.D.  532.  What  gave  rife  to  this  war,  we  are  not  told  ;  but,  fo  faraj 
■  we  can  conjefture  from  Procopius,  they  were  prompted 

ivar"be»      Hierely  by  their  ambition,  to  invade  a  kingdom,  which^ 
tween  they  were  well  apprifed,  they  could  cafiiy  reduce.     Chil«- 

thofe  two     debert  and  Clotharius,  having  made  the  neceflTary  prepara* 
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tidns  to  inTade  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy,  folicited  their 

brother  Theodoric  to  join  them  in  the  enterprize;  but  he 

openly  declared,  that  he  would  take  no  part  in  that  war* 

This  refufal  gave  great  offence  to  the  Franks,  who  were  fub* 

jeft  to  him  $  indeed^  they  were  difpleafed  with  his  conduct 

to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  openly  threatened  to  revolt  from 

him,  and  acknowlege  the  other  two  princes,  if  he  did  not 

affift  them  with  all  his  forces,  and  look  upon  their  caufe  as 

the  common  caufe  of  the  Franks,-    Theodoric,  to  quiet  his 

mutinous  fubje£ts,  told  them,  that,  without  him,   his  bro- 

tnerswere  fufficiently  powerful  to  attack  the  king  of  the  Bur- 

gundians ;  that,  however,  he  would  not  fail  to  join  them, 

if  they  (hould  (land  in  need  of  his  alTiftance  ;  but  that,  in 

the  mean  time,  he  defigned  to  lead  them  againft  the  inha- 

bttants  of  Auvergne,  who,  during  the  war  he  had  lately 

waged  againft  the  Thuringians,  had  given  ilroug  proofs  of 

their  difafFeftion  to  his  perfon  and  government ;  that  he  de** 

figned  to  lay  wafte  their  country  5  and  that  thofe  who  foU 

fewed  him  thither  (hould  have  free-quarters,  and  be  at  full 

liberty  to  plunder.    The  fubjeQs  of  Theodoric,  allured  by 

thefe  promifes,  refigned  all  thoughts  of  joining  the  other  two 

princes  in  their  expedition  againft  the  Burgundians.     GhiU  .    ^ 

debert,  therefore,  and  Clotharius,  hoping  to  compafs  their 

dcfign  without  the  afliftance  of  Theodoric,  took  the  field, 

and,  entering  the  territories  of  the  Burgundians,  laid  fiege 

to  Auguftodunum,  now  Autun,  obliged   Godemar  to  fave 

himfelf   by  flight,    and   made  themfelves   mafters   of  his 

kingdom. 

Thus,  in  a  few  words,  Gregory  of  Tours  gives  us  an  ac- 
count of  the  redu£lion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Burgundians, 
one  of  the  moft  remarkable  events  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
Franks.     And  Marius  Aventienfis  is  no  lefs  concife  on  the 
fame  fubje£!:.     In  the  confulihip  of  Paulinus  the  younger,  Yr,  of  Ff. 
fays  that  writer,  Childebert,  Clotharius,  and  Theodebert.      2S31.    • 
kings  of  the  Franks,  reduced  Burgundy,   and  having  put  AD,  534. 
Godemar  to  flight,    divided   his   kingdom    among   them.  -.,    ,.      " 
According  to  this  writer,  it  appears  that  the  war  lafted  two  domoffhe 

S'lrs^  and  that  Theodoric  dying  in  the  mean  time,  his  fon  Burgundi' 
iieodebert   joined  the  other   two  princes.     From   other  ans reduced 
^vriters  we  learn  that,  in   this  war>  the  Burgundians  were  ^y  ^^f 
affifted  both  by  the  Oftrogoths  and  Vifigorhs ;  that  in  fe^  ^'''"'^'* 
'eral  Ikirmiflies  the  Franks  were  defeated  by  thofe  two  na- 
tions 5  but  that,  upon  the  death  of  Athalaric,  the  Oftrogoths 
having  withdrawn  their  troops,  the  Burgundians  were  in  the 
^nd  obliged  to  fabnr.it  to  the  conquerors.     Procopius  tells 
^«j  that  Goden^ar  ^«^a€  taken  prifoner  by  the  Franks,  who 
^cpt  him  umer  dofe  ccnfinement  in  one  of  thwcaflles4 
^  •       ,  that, 
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tiiat,  upon  his  captivity,  the  Burgundians  agreed  to  ferve  tlitf 
Franks  in  their  wars,  and  to  pay  them  a  yearly  tribute,  with 
fuch  taxes  and  cuftoms  as  they  had  paid  to  Godemar  and 
his  predeceflbrs  9.  One  of  the  conditions  on  which  they 
fubmitted  to  the  Franks  was,  though  not  mentioned  by  Pro- 
copiuS)  that  they  (hould  be  governed  by  their  own  laws  ; 
which  they  aftually  were  till  the  reign  of  Lewis  furnamed 
the  Debonnair,  as  we  (hall  relate  in  another  place.  Thus 
theFranks>  prompted  by  their  boundlefs  ambition,  extended 
their  dominions  at  theexpence  of  their  neighbours^  till  they 
became  complete  mafters  of  GauL 

^e  Akmans. 

^^  jllf,         THE  Alemans,  a  nation,  who  in  procefs  of  time  bc- 
«Mi.  came  fo  famous  in  hiftory,  made  their  firfl  appearance 

about  the  year  214,  the  fourth  of  the  emperor  Caracalla's 
reign  ^  Agathias,  upon  the  authority  of  Afinius  Qu^adratus, 
a  Roman  hiftorian,  who  wrote  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Philip,  about  the  year  247,  acquaints  us,  that  the  Alemans 
Vheirori'  were  originally  a  motly  multitude,  confifting  of  feveral  na- 
!»»•  tions,  as  appears  from  their  very  names,  fignifying  all  men^ 

that  is,  of  men  of  all  nations.  Some  German  writers,  dif- 
pleafed  with  this  etymology,  derive  the  name  of  Alemans 
from  the  word  atclmariy  fignifying  a  man  of  dijiin^ion^ : 
but  the*  other  derivation  is  both  more  natural  and  better 
grounded.  The  Alemans,  according  to  the  mod  common 
opinion,  confifted  chiefly  of  Sueves,  who,  in  procefs  of 
time,  were  joined  by  feveral  other  German  nations,  and 
fome  Gauls  ;  as  we  are  told  by  Tacitus,  that  a  confiderable 
number  of  Gauls,  abandoning  their  own  country,  went  to 
fettle  beyond  [the  Rhine,  in  that  territory  which  had  for- 
^kiir  merly  belonged  to  the  Sueves".     The  Alemans  are  placed 

i§iuUfy.  jjy  Aurelius  Viftor,  St.  Jerom  '^j  and  other  writers,  between 
the  Danube,  the  Upper  Rhine,  and  the  Mein,  that  is,  in 
the  prefent  duchy  of  Wirtemberg.  They  were  a  numerous 
and  warlike  nation,  and  are  chiefly  celebrated  for  fighting 
with  great  fkill  and  dexterity  on  horfeback  *.  They  had 
fuch  an  averfion  to  flavery,  that  even  their  women,  fome  of 
whom  were  taken  prifoners  by  Caracalla,  chofe  rather  to 
die  than  to  be  fold  for  flaves.  Caracalla,  however,  ordered 
them  to  be  fold  ;  but  preferring  death  to  flavery,  they  laid 
violent  hands  on  themfelves,  fome  of  them  having  firft  dif- 

q  Procop,  Bell.  Goth.  lib.  i.  cap.  13,        r  Var.  p. 473.         •  Agatb. 
lib.  i.  p.  17.  t  Luflcwic.  Vit.  Jultin.  p.  501.  «  Vide  Buclr. 

Belg.  lib.  vi,  cap.  7.  p.  199,  ago.  wHicr,  Vit,  Hilar,  p.  246. 
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patched  their  children  r.    Their  government  waS  ttiohar-  Their  go- 
chical;   for  we  .find  fevcral  of  their  kings  mentioned  in  'vsmmfnt 
hiftory,  of  whom  we  (hall  foon  have  occafion  to  fpeak.    As  «»^»^Wi- 
to  their  religion,  they  worfliipped  the  fame  deities  that  were  ^'''*' 
adored  by  the  other  German  nations. 

In  the  year  214,  Caracalla  is  faid  to  have  made  waf  upon  Yr.  of  FI. 
the  Cenni,  or,  as   fome  read,    the   Chatti,  the  Alemans,       »s6»- 
and  other  German  nations.     The  Alemans,  it  feems,  had  A.  P>  »i4. 
joined  the  Chatti  or  Catti ;  and  Caracalla,  under  pretence     , 
of  fuccouring  another  nation,  with  whom  they  were  at  va-  f^trcomi 
liance,  made  war  upon  them,  and  is  faid  to  have  defeated  i,^  Cata* 
the  Alemans  on  the  banks  of  the  Mein  *,     He  afterwards  culla. 
concluded  a  peace  with  them,  diflributed  large  fums  among 
them,  lifted  great  numbers  of  them  in  his  irmy,  and  fome 
even  ferved  in  his  guards,  choofing  rather  to  truft  his  life 
to  them  than  to  the  Romans.     Aurelius  Viftor  adds,  that 
he  often  appeared  in  the  drefs  peculiar  to  thofe  Barbarians, 
wearing  falfe  hair  of  the  fame  colour  with  theirs  *.     In  con- 
fequence  of  the  vi^lory  he  gained  over  the  Alemans,  he 
took   the  furname  of  Alemannicus  ^     In  the  year  234,  the 
thirteentli  of  the  emperor  Severus  Alexander,  the  Alemans, 
'and  other  German  nations,  having  pafled  the  Rhine,  madd 
themfelves  matters  of  the  forts  built  on  the  banks  of  that 
river,  and  entering  Gaul,  ravaged  the  country.     Alexander, 
who  was  juft  then  returned  from  Perfia,  where  he  had 
gained  great  advantages  over  Artaxerxes,  upon  the  news  of 
this  irruption  haftened  to  Gaul,  and  advanced,    without 
lofs  of  time,  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.     But  the  enemy 
having  repaifed  that  river  upon  the  news  of  his  approach, 
he  ordered  a  bridge  to  be  thrown  over  it,  with  a  defign  to 
attack  them  in  their  own  country,  as  foon  as  the  feafon 
woi^ld  allow  him  to  take  the  field. 

But  he  being  in  the  mean  time  aflaflinated  by  the  mu- 
tinous foldiery,  Maximinus,  who  had  inlligated  them  to 
this  aft,  and  was  chofen  in  his  room,  entered  Germany 
early  in  the  fpring,  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  army,  ravaged  Their 
the  country  wherever  he  came,  burnt  the  enemy's  habita-  country  ra* 
tions,  carried  off  their  corn  and  cattle,  and  took  a  great  ^^?^^^ 
number  of  prifoners.     We  are  told  that  fetreral  battles  were  ^^^ 
fought  in  the  woods  and  marfhes,  in  each  oif  which  tjie  em- 
peror killed  many  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand  ^     For 
the  fignal  advantages  he  gained  in  this  expedition  over  the 
Alemans,  and  other  German  nations,  the  fenate  decreed 

y  D10,  lib.  Ixxvii.  p.  876.  «  Caracal.  Vit.  p.  87.  a  Aur.  Vi6h 
dc  Caefarib.  ad  Ann.  Urb.  965.  *>  Spart.  in  Caracal,  cap.  10.  p.  731. 
*  Maximin.  Vit.  p.  14a.    Herod,  lib,  vii.  p.  590. 
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botlj  to  him  and  his  fon  the  title  of  Germanicus,  which  i* 
ftill  to  be  feen  on  feveral  of  his  medals*     The  Alemans 

7*0'*'*'^*  continued  quiet  from  this  time  to  the  year  256,  the  fourth 
J  if'*;  of  Valeriana  reign,  when,  making  an  unexpefted  irruptiott 
into  Gaa!,  they  laid  wafte  that  country,  while  the  Juthon- 
gians,  that  is,  the  Atemans  who  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  entered  Italy.  In  Gaul  they  were  defeated,  and 
obliged  to  repafs  the  Rhine,  by  Pofthumius,  governor  of 
thofe  provirrces.  In  Italy  they  advanced  as  far  as  Milan, 
deftroying  the  country  with  fire  and  fwofd  \  but  their  nu- 

gd^a great   merous  army,  Gonfifting  of  three  hundred  thonfand  men^ 

n/i^oty        were  defeated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city  by  Gal- 

$fver  tkem.  lien  us*. 

We  find  no  farther  mention  made  of  them  till  the  firft 
year  of  the  emperor  Claudius^  when  the  Juthongians,  mak- 
ing an  incurfion  into  Italy,  advanced  without  oppofition  a& 
far  as  the  lake  Benacus,  now  Lago  di  Garda,  near  Verona. 
Tr.  of  Fl.  Claudius^had  no  fooner  fuppreffed  the  rebellion  of  Aureolus^ 
A*n^  4s   who  had    aflumed   the  purple,  than  he  marched   againft 
'  '  them,  defeated  them  in  a  pitched  battle,  ami  having  cut  off 

Great  great  numbers,  obliged  the  reft  to  quit  their  booty,^  and  fave 

numbers-  0/ themfelves  by  a  precipitate  flight  into  their  own  country®. 
them  cut  Not  with  ftanding  this  defeat,  they  no  fooner  heard  of  the 
death  of  Claudius  than,  joining  the  Marcomans,  they  re- 
folved  to  invade  Italy  again.  But  Aurelian,  who  fucceeded 
Claudius,  having  timely  notice  of  their  march,  left  Panno- 
nia,  where  he  then  was,  and  meeting  them  with  the  flower 
of  his  army  in  Vindelicia,  which  comprehended  all  the  prc- 
fent  Bavaria,  and  a  great  part  of  Swabia,  obtained  a  com- 
plete viftory  over  them,  and  clofely  purfuing  them  cut  off 
^reat  numbers  as  they  attempted  to  pa&  the  Dani^e.. 
Humbled  by  this  difafter,  they  fent  ambaffadors  to  the  em- 
peror, offering  to  renew  their  ancient  alliance  with  the  em- 
pire, provided  they  were  allowed  to  return  unmolcfted  to* 
their  own  country  5  for  Aurelian  had  cut  off  their  retreat, 
and  detached  part  of  his  army  to  guard  the  banks  of  the 
toanofce.  But  the  emperor  refufing  to  Mfien  to  an^y  terms^ 
the  Aleroans,  reduced  to  delpair,.  after  various  debates  and 
confultatioKs,  refolved  at  length  to  enter  Italy,  fince  they 
could .  not  return  to  their  ovs'^n  country  •,  and  accordingly! 
finding  the  paffes  unguarded  (for  the  emperor  thought  only 
of  cutting  off  their  retreat),  they  advanced  as  far  as  Piacen- 
lia  before  Aurelian  could  come  up  witfc  tfeem,  and  ravaged 
the  country  as  they  advanced. 
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As  the  emperor  approached,  they  concealed  th^tnfelvcs  ^ho  is  af^ 
in  the  neighbouring  woods,  whence  fallying  out  upon  him  terwards 
in  the  night,  they  gained  a  complete  victory ;  which  threw  ^^f^^t^^  ky 
all  Italy,  and  Rome  itfelf,  into  the  utmoft  confternation.  ^^^^ ' 
The  books  of  the  Sibyls  were  confulted  on  this  occafion  by 
the  emperor's  orders,  and  feveral  ceremonies  performed  to 
avert  the  impending  ftorm  5  but  in  the  mean  time  Aurelian,  ^"^'^  *^' 
having   received   ftrong   reinforcements    from    lUyricum,  ft^-^^'V/ 
ruftied  unexpeftedly  upon  the  enemy  in  the  neighbourhood  army.      ' 
of  Fanum  Fortunae,  now  Fano,  and  totally  defeated  them. 
Such  of  them  as  cfcaped  from  the  firft  battle  were  flain  in  Yr.  of  Fl. 
two  others,  one  of  which  was  fought  in  the  neighbour-      *J^'^- 
hood  of  Placentia,  and  the  other  in  the  plains  of  Ticihum,  ^^^' 

or  Pavia.     Thus  was  the  whole  multitude  cut  off  to  a  man  ^  T/J/iV  />- 
About  four  years  after  this  event,  the  Alemans,  who  dwelt  veralir^ 
near  the  Rhine,  made  an  irruption  into  Gaul,  but  were  ruptions 
forced  by  Probus,  who  then  commanded  in  thofe  parts,  to  '"'^  /^' 
repafs   that  river,    and    return   home  s.    They   continued  '^^""'* 
afterwards  in  a  ftate  of  tranquility,  without  molefting  either 
their  neighbours  or  the  Romans,  for  the  fpace  of  eleven 
years,  that  is,  till  the  year  285,  the  third  of  Dioclefian's 
reign,  when  they  attempted,  it  feems,  to  enter  the  empire; 
ds  DiocleCian  is  laid  to  have  made  war  upon  them,  and  to 
have  gained  fome  advantages  *•.     In  287,  they  made  an- 
other incarfion  into  Gaul,  in  conjunftion  with  theBurgun- 
dians,  Heruli,  Cavians,  and  other  barbarous  nations ;  but 
Mirere  moft  of  them  "cut  off  by  Maximian,  or  deftroyed  by 
famine  *.     For  the  great  advantages  gained  over  them  by 
Maximian,  a  triumph  was  decreed  by  the  fenate  both  to 
him  and  Dioclefian,  as  appears  from  a   medal  (truck  thie 

J  car  287.  In  the  following  year  Maximian  pafled  the 
^hine  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  and  entering  the 
country  of  the  Alemans,  laid  it  wafte  wherever  he  came 
^«^ith  fire  and  fword.  He  took  in  this  expedition  an  incre- 
dible number  of  captives,  and  reduced,  if  Mamertinus,  his 
panegyrift,  is  to  be  credited,  great  part  of  Germany.  At 
the  fame  time  Dioclefian  entered  Germany  through  Rhaetia, 
and  is  faid  to  have  extended  the  confines  of  the  empire  to 
the  fource  of  the  Danube.  In  the  year  291,  the  Burgun- 
dians  feized  on  part  of  the  country  belonging  to  the  Ale- 
mans ;  a  circumftance  which  gave  rife  to  a  war  between 
thofe  two  nations  ;  but  as  to  th^  liTue  of  this  war,  we  are 
left  quite  in  the  dark* 

'  Aur.  Vit.  p.  215.    Via.  Epit.  %  Prob.  Vit.  p.  ajy, 

^  Norit.  dc  Dioc.  c»p«  14.  p.  19,  so.        i  Buch.  Belg.  p,  %%i% 
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In  tt©  year  30i,Conftantiu5  Chlorus,  the  father  6i  Con- 
ftantine  the  Great,  gained  a  fignal  vidlory  over  the  Ale- 
mans,  who  entering  Gaul  with  a  numerous  army,  came 
upon  him  uncxpeftedly,  while  he  had  but  a  fmall  body  of 
troops  under  his  command.     He  was  obliged  at  firft  to  re- 
tire, and  {belter  himfelf  within  the  walls  of  Langres  ;  but 
his  army  arriving  a  few  hours  after  he  had  entered  that  city, 
he  marched  out,  joined  his  other  forces,  and  engaging  the 
Yr.  of  Fl.  enemy,  gained  a  complete  viGory  ^.     In   this  battle  the 
1649.       Alemans  loft  (ixty  thoufand  men,  as  appears  from  £utro« 
A.  D.  301.  pius^  St.  Jerom*,  Orofius  ",  and  even  from  Zonaras  °.  The 
T       7       Alemans,  difpirited  by  fo  great  a  lofs,  did  not  offer  to  dif- 
fond  of  **"  ^^^rbthe  peace  of  the  empire  during  the  remaining  part  of 
them  cut  off  the  reign  of  Conftantius  :  but  in  the  firft  of  his  fon  Con- 
h^  Conflan    ftantine  they  began  again  to  make  inroads  into  Gaul,  which 
tmsChlo-     irritated  that  prince  to  fuch   a  degree,  that,  having  taken 
^'^^  fome  of  their  kings  prifoners,  he  expofed  them  to  be  de- 

voured by  wild  beafts  in  the  magnificent  fhew§  which  he 
exhibited.     Neverthelefs,  in  310,  the  Alemans,    in  con- 
junftion  with  the  Bru£lerians,  Cherufcans,  and  Chama- 
vians,  having  croffed  the  Rhine,  laid  wafte  the  neighbour- 
ing provinces ;  but  Conftantine  marchingagainft  them,  over- 
came the  allies  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  obliged  them  to  quit 
their  booty,  and  repafs  the  Rhine  ".     On  account  of  this 
vidory  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  the  title  of  Maximus, 
•which  we  find  on  his  coins  ftruck  this  year  p.     From   this 
time  no  mention  is  made  of  the  Alemans  till  the  eighteenth 
of  Conftantius's  reign,  when  they  attempted  to  break  into 
Italy ;    an  invafion   which  obliged  the  emperor   to  take 
the  field.     They  had   already  advanced  as  far  as  the  lake 
of  Conftance,    when    he    detached    againft  them   Arb^* 
tio  with  the  flower  of  his  army.     This  general  falling  into 
an  ambufcade  was  defeated  with  great  lofs  :  but  fome  of  the 
officers  who  commanded  under  him,  engaging  the  enemy 
a  few  days  after  without  his  orders,  put  the  Alemans  to 
flight  9  and  Conftantius,  fatisfied  with  this  fmall  advantage, 
7ake  and    returned  to  Milan  *J.     In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  an- 
ptunaer       other  body  of  Alemans,  breaking  into  Gaul  with  the  Franks 
prtyattes    ^^^j  Saxons,  took  and  plundered  above  forty  towns  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  among  the  reft  the  city  of  Cologne, 
which  they  almoft  entirely  ruined. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  ravages  Conftantius,  unwilling 
to  leave  Italy  and  march  againft  the  Barbarians   in  per- 

k  Eutrop.  p.  589.  Tbeoph.  p.  q.  1  Hier.  Chron.  m  Orof. 

lib.  vii.  cap.  15.  p.  215.  »  Zooar.  p.  144.  •  Panegyr.  vii. 

p.  165,       p  fiiiag.  p.  462. .      <2  Ammian.  lib.  xv.  p.  36^  37. 
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.fon,raife<l  Julian  to  thedignityofCaefar,andfcnt him  to  com- 
mand the  Roman  forces  in  Gaul.    J  ulian,  foori  atter  his  arri-  ^^j^  ^^ 
val,  led  all  the  troops  he  could  alfemble  againft  the  Ale-  driven  cut 
mans,  who  had  advanced  as  far  as  Lyons,  with  a  defign  to  fy  Julian. 
furprife  that  city  ;  but  the  enemy  retiring  upon   his  ap- 
proach, he  waited  for  them  in  the  paflcs,  through  which 
they  were  to  return  to  their  own  country,  and  there  cut 
moft  of  them  in  pieces.     A  fmall  number  only,  who  took 
their. route  through  the  prefent  Switzerland,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  make  their  efcape,  being  fufFcred  to  pafs  unmo- 
lefted  by  Barbatio,  another  Roman  general,  who  was  en- 
camped at  Hafle,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  private  or* 
ders  from  Conftantius  to  counteraft  all  the  defigns  of  Ju» 
lian.     Be  that  as  it  may,  Julian  having  thus  driven  the  AJe-» 
mans  out  of  Gaul,  undertook  to  rebuild  the  Tres  Tabernse, 
a  fort  near  Argentoratum,  now  Strafburg,  known  at  pre- 
fent by  the  name  of  Saverne,  which  the  enemy  had  demo- 
lifted.     He  not  only  repaired  the  ancient  fortifications,  but 
added  nc^v  works,  ftored  them  with  provifions  for  a  whole 
year,  and  left  a  numerous  garrifon  in  the  place  to  keep  the 
neighbouring  country  in  fubjeftion  ^     In  the  mean  time 
a  numerous  body  of  Alemans,  falling  upon  Barbatio  while 
he  was  engaged  in  laying  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Rhine, 
killed  numbers  of  his  men,  took  the  greateft  part  of  his  bag- 
gage, laid  wafte  the  neighbouring  country,  and  returned 
home  loaded  with  booty.     Elated  with  this  viftory,  they 
afiembled  in  gre^t  numbers  under  the  banners  of  Chnodo- 
marius,  and  fix  other  kings,  and  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Stra(burg.  Being  informed  thereby  a^defertcr, 
that  Julian's  army  was  only  thirteen  thoufand  ftrong,Chno- 
domarius  had  the  arrogance  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  him, 
commanding  him  to  quit  a  country  which  the  Alemans  had 
acquired  by  their  courage  and  valour '.   Libanius  adds,  that 
the  meffenger  produced  letters  from  Conftantius,  in  which 
he  ceded  to  him  that  country  '. 

Julian  however,  paying  no  regard  to  thefe  credentials, 
detained  the  meffenger  as  a  fpy,  and  purfued  the  works  he 
had  begun  at  Saverne,  till  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy,  having  paffed  the  Rhine,  were  advanced  within 
twenty  miles  of  his  camp.     Then,  difcontinuing  the  work,  y^  ^^  pj^ 
be  marched  dire£bly  againft  them,  and  engaging  the  fame      2705. 
day,  though  his  men  were  tired   with  their  long  march,  A.  D.  357. 
gained  a  complete  vidory.   They  were  thirty-five  thoufand         ■ 
"iong,    headed  by  feven  kings,    ten  princes,  and  (everal, 

'Jul.  p.  51s.  Liban.  p.  173.  •  Ainmian.  lib.  i^vi.  p.76t  7  7. 

*  J-iban»  Orat.  xii.  p.  269,  273. 
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other  pcrfons  of  great  diftinftion.  The  vi£lory  continued 
long  doubtful ;  for  the  Roman  cavalry  gave  way,  nor 
could  Julian,  with  all  hi^  oratory,  prevail  upon  them 
to  return  to  the  charge ;  but  the  vigorous  refiftance 
made  by  the  foot  fo  difheartened  the  Barbarians,  that  de-* 
fpairing  of  the  pra£licability  to  break  them,  they  began  to 
abate  much  of  their  impetuofity  ;  a  circumftance  which  the 
Romans  perceiving,  availed  themfelves  of,  made  a  vigorous 
effort,  and  charging  the  Barbarians,  already  quite  exhaufted, 
at  length  put  them  to  flight,  and  purfued  the  fugitives  with 
great  llaughter ;  manv  of  whom  were  drowned  in  the  Rhine 
attempting  to  crofs  that  river,  Chnodomarius  himfelf  was 
taken  prifoner  and  prefented  to  Julian,  who  fent  him  to  Con- 
ftantius,  by  whofe  order  he  was  conveyed  to  Rome,  where 
he  died  foon  after  a  natural  death.  In  this  battle  Julian  loft 
only  four  tribunes,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-three  private 
men.  Of  the  Alemans  fix,  or,  as  fome  write,  eight  thou- 
fand  men  were  killed  in  the  field  ;  but  a  great  many  dead  bo-* 
dies  were  feen  floating  on  the  river.  Zofimus  fays,  that 
fixty  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and 
nearly  an  equal  number  drowned  ;  but  he  muft  certainly 
have  been  miftaken.  Julian  himfelf  ftyles  the  battle  of 
Strafburg  a  fuccefsful  aftion,  which  reftored  Gaul  to  its 
ancient  liberty".  Mamertinus  fays,  that  by  this  fingle  bat- 
tle the  war  was  ended,  and  Germany  ruined.  It  is  at  leaft 
certain,  that  the  Barbarians  were  entirely  driven  out  of 
Gaul.  Julian,  from  the  field  of  battle,  Returned  to  Saverne, 
and,  having  finiflied  the  works,  advanced  with  his  whole 
army  to  Mayence,  where  he  built  a  bridge  over  the  river, 
and  entering  Germany,  continued  ravaging  the  countries 
of  the  Alemans  and  their  allies  till  after  the  equinox,  when 
the  fnow  prevented  him  from  penetrating  farther,  he  re- 
turned to  Gaul,  after  having  repaired  the  caftle  of  Trajan, 
which  ftood  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  prefent  city  of 
Frankfort,  and  granted  to  the  Alemans  and  their  allies  a 
truce  for  ten  months,  upon  their  promifing  to  furnifli  am-r 
ply  with  prpvifions  the  fort  that  was  building  in  their  coun? 
try^.  The  truce  no  fooner  expired  than  Julian,  pafling 
the  Rhine  on  a  bridge  of  boats,  again  entered  the  country 
of  the  Alemans,  and  obliged  two  of  their  kings,  Suomarius 
;md  Hortarius,  to  fufe  for  peace,  which  he  granted  upon 
their  fending  back  all  the  Roman  captives,  and  fujmifliing 
timber,  iron,  and  other  materials,  to  repair  the  cities  which 
^hey  had  partly  deftroyed. 


«  Ammian.  lib.  xx.  p.  t|o. 
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Several  other  very  confiderable  advantag^es  were  gained 
over  them  by  Julian^  which  we  have  mentioned  elfewhere. 
Having  been  often  defeated  by  him  while  he  was  yet  Cae- 
far,  they   continued  quiet  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
reign ;  but  they  no  fooner  heard  of  his   death,  than  they 
renewed  their  ravages  in  Rhsetia  and  Gaul.     Valentinian  I.  Upon  the 
then  emperor,  difpatched  Dagalaiphus,  one  of  his  bed  ge-  deaihof 
aierals,  againft  them,  and  leaving  Italy,  haftenedi  in  perfon  7«^'^«'^ 
into  Gaul,  in  order  to  make  head   againft  the  numerous  ^>^f  * 
forces  which  the  Alemans,  and  other  barbarous    nations, 
iwere  faid  to  be  raifing  with  a  defign  to  invade  that  country. 
The  emperor  advanced  as  far  as  Rheims  ;,  but  the  Alemans 
retiring  at  his  approach,  he  returned  back,  and  took  up  his 
wrinter-quarters  at  Paris.  .  - 

In  the  mean  time  the  Alemans,  having  in  the  depth  of  Thty  di' 
-winter  paflTed  the  Rhine  on  the  ice,  defeated,  in  a  pitched  feat  the 
fcattle,  the  Romans,  who  attempted  to'oppofe  them,  took  ^^^w*** 
the  ftandards  of  the  Batavians  and  Heruli,  flew  count  Cha- 
rietta,  and  wounded  count  Severianus,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  a  body  of  troops  ^.     Zofimus^fuppofes  Vakntiniau 
hinifelf  to  have  been  prefent  at  this  battle  ;  but  it  is  plain, 
according  to  Ammianus,  that  he  was  then  at  Paris  ;  whence, 
upon  the  firft  news  of  the  defeat  of  his  troops,  he  dif- 
patched Dagalaiphus  to  prevent  the  evil  confequences  that 
-were  likely  to  attend  the  late  defeat.     Dagalaiphus,  pre- 
tending he  had  not  fufBcient  ftrength  to  engage  the  enenay, 
5vho  were  fcattered  about  the  country  In  feveral  great  bodies, 
-did  not  fo  much  as  offer  to  reilrain  them.     He  was  there-  y^.  ^f  |!^, 
fore  recalled,  and  Jovinus,  general  of  the  horie,  appointed      2714. 
to  fucceed  him.    This  officer  defeated  the  Alemans  in  three  A  D.  366. 
battle^  the  firft  of  which  was  fought  at  a  place  called  Scar-  — — • 
ponna,  nowCharpeigne,  between Toul  andMetz ;  the  fecond  ff^^ 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Mofelle  ;   and  the  third  near '^y^^ -^^^^ 
Chalons  on  the  Marne.    In  the  laft  of  thefe  engagements  flau^hter 
the  enemy  fought  with  much  refolution  and  intrepidity,  bjjvi^nuu 
and  the  Romans  were  once  in  great  danger  of  being  totally 
defeated,  the  fudden  flight  of  a  tribune  having  difpirited 
the  troops  under  his  command-     However  Jovinus,  infpir- 
ing  them  with  frefh  courage,  led  them  on  to  the  charge, 
and  preflUng  with  great  refolution  and  intrepidity  upon  the 
enemy,  obliged   them  to   fly  with  precipitation.     On  the 
enemy's  fide  fix  thoufand  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  four 
thoufand  wounded;  whereas  thelofs  of  the  Romans  did 
not  exceed  four  hundred  killed  and  wotwided.    The  enemy 
•jarithdrew  in  the  night;  but  were  intercepted  in  their  r«- 

s  AranvaA*  lib.  xxyiL  p.  334.  Zof,  X^r  iv^  p.  740. 
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treat  by  fcvcral  parties  font  outby  Jovinus  for  that  purpofe  ; 
infomucby  that  few  of  them  had  the  good  fortune  to  m^ke 
their  efcape.  One  of  their  kings  was  taken  prifoner,  and 
inimediately  l^anged  by  thofe  who  took  him ;  which  bafe 
a£^ion  provoked  Jovinus  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  would 
have  punifhed  with  death  the  tribune  who  commanded  the 
party,  had  he  not  found,  upon  a  ftrift  enquiry,  that  he  had 
done  all  that  lay  in,  his  power  to  rcftrain  the  fury  of  the 
iqcenfed  foldiers. 

In  the  clofe  of  the  following  year  367,  the  Alemans, 
notwithftanding  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained  the  preceding 
year,  unexpe£tedly  pafTed  th^  Rhine,  and  having  taken  and 
plundered  the  city  of  Menta;,  while  the  emperor  was  cm- 
ployed  in  fome  other  expedition,  committed  dreadful  ra- 
vages in  the  neighbouring  provinces,  finder  the  condu£i:  of 
rht  U».       Rhando,  one  of  their  princes.   The  Romans*  to  be  revenged 
mans  caufi  on  the  Alemans,  had  recourfe  to  treachery ;  and  caufed 
0n§  of  thifT  Vithicabius,  a  prince  of  the  fame  nation,  to  be  affaflinatcd 
tnlachtr-     ^^  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  ^^"  people,  whom  they  had  corrupted  by 
9ujtf  mur*    their  emiflaries.     Vithicabius  was  the  fon  of  Vodomarius^ 
dettd.         and  a  prince  of  great  addrefs,  intrepidity,  and  refolution* 
y  alentinian,  having  fpent  the  following  winter  at  Treves 
in  making  vaft  preparations  to  attack  the  Alemans  in  their 
own  country,  took  the  field  on  the  feventeenth  of  June* 
Having  aflembled  all  his  troops,  he  crofled  the  Rhine,  en- 
tered the  enemy's  country,  and  advanced,  without  the  lead 
oppofition,  to  a  plac^  called  Soiicinium,  which  the  modera 
geographers  affirm  to  be  the  city  of  Sultz  on  the  Neckar. 
The  Alemans  had  pofted  themfelves  on  a  high  and  fteep 
mountain  ;  but  the  Romans,  uotwithflanding  their  advan- 
tageou9   Situation,   attacked   theqi   with   great  intrepidity, 
and  thougl^  feyeral  times  repulfed,  diflpdged  them  in  the 
Yr.  of  Fl.  end,  and  purfued  thera  with  great  flaqghter.     Some  of  the 
A*D%8    ^"^'"y  made  their  efqage  by  favour  of  the  night;  but  the 
^  -'    '  ^       greater  part   wer?  put   to  the  fwqrd,  their  retreat  being 
Vak»tinia9  <Jtit  oflF  by  count  Sebaftian,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  detach- 
gainsajig'  ment.     After  thjs  battle,  >vhich  vyas  fpugh?  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tfaiviaory  tanqc  frpm  tlje  head  of  the  Necl^ar,  in  the  pr^fent  duchy 
$virthim.    ^f  Wiftemberg,  the  emperor  returned  to  Treves,  as  the 
feafon  was  already  far  advanced,  and  the^e  gav^  audience 
to  the  ambaffadprs  of  the  Alemans  fuing  for  peace  ;  which 
he  granted  then>  y,  but  upon  yrhat  terms  we  arc  not  told. 
This  pacification  was  of  (hort  dpiratipp ;   foe  two  years 
after  there   appearjed  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  eight; 
tt^oufand  Burgundians,  whpm  Valeptinian  had  invited  t^ 

r  Ammiaii,  lit>t  ^xvii.  p.  S49»  35^ 
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join  him  againft  Macrlanus,  king  of  the  Alemans  :  but  the 
emperor  being  then  bufied  in  fortifying  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  unwilling  to  interrupt  that  work,  the  Burgun- 
tlians  retired,  without  offering  to  moleft  the  Alemans^ 
Howeveri  Theodofius,  father  to  the  emperor  of  that  name, 
taking  advantage  of  the  confternation  the  Alemans  were  in, 
made  an  irruption  into  their  country,  and  returned  with  a 
confiderable  number  of  prifoners,  to  whom  the  emperor 
granted  lands  and  fettlements  on  the  banks  of  the  Po. 

In  the  following  year  Valentinian  unexpeftedly  invaded  Hiiti^Mdi§ 
the  country  of  the  Alemans,  hoping  to  furprife  Macriarius  their  €oim* 
their  king,  whom  he  chiefly  dreaded  ;  but  Macrianushav-  ^^* 
ing  received  timely  notice  of  his  approach,  faved  himfelf 
by  flight  i  and  the  emperor  returned  to  Treves,  after  hav- 
ing deftroyed  the  country  found  Mentz  belonging  to  the 
Alemans,  called  Bucinobantes,  to  whom  he  gave  one  of 
their  own  nation,  named  Fraomarius,  for  king :  but  the 
country  being  entirely  ruined,  Fraomarius  was  glad  to  re- 
fign  his   new  dignity  for  the  command  of  a  body  of  his 
countrymen  then  quartered  in  Britain  '.     Next  year,  Valen- 
tinian paffmg  the  Rhine  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer, 
committed  fome  ravages  in  the  country  of  the  Alemans, 
and  undertook  the  building  of  a  fort  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bafle,  to  curb  the  Alemans  on  that  fide:  but  in  the 
mean  time  the  Sarmatians  and  Quadians  having  ravaged 
Pannonia,  and  cut  in  pieces  two  Roman  legions,  the  em- 
peror refolved  to  march  againft  them  in  perfon.      As  he 
could  not  leave  Gaul  without  concluding  a  peace  with  the 
Alemans,  who,  he  was  convinced,  would  not  fail  to  pillage 
thofe  provinces  upon  his  departure,  he  invited  Macrianu9 
to  an  interview  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ment^.     The  king  y^.  ^f  ^i 
of  the  Alemans  complied  with  the  invitation  ;  and  though      ^7^%. 
?t  firft  he  betrayed  great  haughtinefs  in  feeing  his  friend-  A.  D.  374, 
(hip  thus  courted  by  the  emperor,  yet  at  laft  he  accepted  " 
the  advantageous  terms  that  were  offered  him,  and  ever  after  ™  f^"" 
pontinued  a  faithful  ally  to  the  Romans  *.    Some  years  after  ptace  *witk 
a  war  being  kindled  between  the  Alemans  and  Franks,  Ma-  Maerianut 
crianus,  having  invaded  the  enemy's  country,  was  killed  in  thtir  king. 
an  ambufcade  by  Mellobaudes,  a  warlike  prince  of  that  na- 
tion. 

In  the  year  378,  the  Goths,  who  had  been  admitted  by 
Valens  into  the  empire,  having  revolted,  and  defeated  fe- 
veral  Roman  armies  fent  againft  them,  Gratian,  alarmed  at 
the  danger  that  threatened  the  eaftern  provinces,  refolved 

*  Ammian.  lib.  %r\x,  xxx.  p.  397*  398.  •  Idem*  lib.  xxx/ 
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,  to  march  in  perfon  to  the  afliftance  of  his  uncle,  as  foon  u 
the  feafon  would  permit ;  and  in  the  mean  time  ordered 
part  of  his  forces  to  march  from  Gaul,  where  he  then  was, 
to  Illyricum.  Of  this  notice  being  immediately  given  to 
the  Alemans,  called  Lentienfes,  by  a  countryman  of  theirsj 
who  was  in  fome  employment  at  the  court  of  Gratian,  with- 
out the  leaft  regard  to  the  treaty  they  had  concluded  with 
Valentian,  they  palled  the  Rhine,  and  wafted  the  neigh- 

Yr.  of  Fl.  bouring  provinces.  They  were  repulfed  at  firft  by  the  Ro- 
•7»^«      man  troops  quartered  in  thofe  diftridls  ;  but  returning  foon 

A.  D.  37S,  3ffgr^  {Q  ji^e  number  of  forty  thoufand  fighting  men,  Gra- 

*rhe  A!f'      ^^^"  ^^^  obliged  to  recall  the  troops  that  were  already  oa 

mans  dt-     their  march  into  Illyricum,  and  to  fend  them,  reinforced 

jeatedtvitk  with  thofe  that  were  left  in  Gaul,  under  the  conduftof 

great  count  Nannianus,  and  Mellobaudes,  king  of  the  Franks,  to 

^u^terhj  Qppofe  the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  force  them  to  re- 

pafs  the  Rhine.     The  two  generals  gave  them  battle  at  a 

place  called  Argentaria,  now,  as  is  commonly  believed, 

Colmar,  and  though  greatly  inferior  in  number,  gained  a 

complete  viftory,  thirty  thoufand  of  the  enemy  being  killed 

on  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  either  (lain  in  the  purfuit,  or  taken 

prifoners.     Their  king  Triarius,  and  feveral  other  perfons 

of  great  diftinftion,  were  in  the  number  of  the  dead*. 

After  this  viftory,  Gratian  pafled  the  Rhine  at  the  head  of 

his  army,  and  entering  the  enemy's  country,  obliged  them 

to  take  refuge  among  their  barren  mountains,  where  he 

kept  them  enclofed,  till  they  were  forced  by  famine  to  fub- 

mit  to  fuch  terms  as  the  conqueror  thought  fit  to  impofei 

one  of  which  was,  that  they  (hould  deliver  up  their  youth 

to  ferve  in  the  Roman  army. 

Of  the  Alemans  no  farther  mention  is  made  in  hiftorf 
till  the  year  388,  when  we  are  told  by  OrofiusS  that  dread- 
ing the  arms  of  Maximus,  who  had  ufufped  the  enjpireifl 
Thiy/ubmit  Gaul,  they  fubmitted  to  his  dominion,  paying  him  a  yearlf 
ioiMaxi'      tribute,  and  fupplying  his  army  with  fuch  quantities  of 
*""^'  corn,  and  other  provifions*,  as  he  thought  fit  to  demand.  In 

the  reign  of  Honorius  a  colony  of  the  Alemans  was'allowe^ 
^hfvftttU  to  fettle  in  that  part  of  the  prefent  Switzerland,  whichjs 
f«  Hti<tfi'  feparated  by  Mount  Jura  from  the  Tranche  Cerate,  and  by 
'*<*•  the  lake  of  Geneva  and  the  Rhone  from  the  prefent  Savof 

and  province  of  Vienne  **.  Servius,  who  wrote  his  com- 
ment upon  Virgil  about  the  year  41 1,  fays,  that  in  his  tinifi 
the  country  bordering  on  the  lake  Lemanus,  or  lake  or  ^* 

*  Ammian.  lib.  xxxi.  p.  453, 454,  455,  p  Orof.  Ul>.  '**•  ^  ^ 
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neva,  >vas  inhabited  by  the  Alemans  •.  We  find  no  far- 
ther mention  made  of  the  Alemans  till  the  year  477,  when 
Audoacrius,  king  of  the  Saxons,  and  Childeric,  king  of 
the  Franks,  marching  againft  thofe  of  that  nation  who  had 
fettled  among  the  Alps,  and  made  frequent  inroads  both 
into  Gaul  and  Italy,  put  great  numbers  to  death,  and  strip- 
ped them  of  the  booty  which  they  had  a  little  before  brought 
from  Italy  ^ 

Upon   the  deftruSion  of  the  Weftern  empire,  the  Ale- 
mans fubdued  that  part  of  Gaul  which  is  now  known  by 
the  narne  of  Alface,  where, they  fettled  «.      Thefe  being 
joined  by  their  countrymen  in  Germany,  and  thofe  who 
dwelt  between  Mount  Jura  and  the  lake  of  Geneva,  in  the 
year  496,  entered  Germania  Secunda,  which  then  belonged 
to  the  Ripuarian  Franks,  and  wafted  the  country  with  fire 
and  fword.     Sigebert,  king  of  the  Ripuarian  Franks,  unable 
to  make  head  againft  them  with  his  own  forces  alone,  had 
rccourfe  to  Clovis,  king  of  the  Salian  Franks,  who  imme- 
diately joined  him.     The  two  kings,  after  their  junftion,  yr.  of  |r|^ 
engaged  the  Alemans,  and  gained  a  complete  victory  at      »844. 
Tolbiac,  thought  to  be  the  prefent  Zulpick,  about  four  A.D.  496. 
leagues  from  Cologne.     After  this  defeat  thofe  Alemans,    ~  ^ 

who  had  fettled  in  Alface,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  f^J^r!ome 
lake  of  Geneva,  acknowleged  Clovis  for  their  king.  Others  by  cjows, 
took  refuge  in  Rhsetia  and  Noricum,  being  allowed  to  refide  andtHf-^ 
there  by  Theodoric,  king  of  Italy.     The  fame  prince  tranf-  P^^J*^* 
planted  great  numbers  of  them  into  Italy,  and  fufFered  the 
reft  to  fettle  in  the  countries  between  the  Alps  and  the  Da* 
nube^  which  were  fubjeft  to  him.     From  this  time  the  A- 
Jemans  had  no  king  of  their  own  ;  but  continued,  as  they 
were  difperfed  in  Teveral  countries,  fubjeft  partly  to  the 
Oftrogoths,  who  were  mafters  of  Italy,  and  partly  to  the 
Franks,  who  were  lords  of  Gaul.     When  the  Oftrogoths 
ceded  to  the  children  of  CIdvis  whatever  they  held  out  of 
Italy,  all  the  Alemans,  except  thofe  whom  Theodoric  had 
Jranfplanted  into  that  country,  fubmitted  to  the  Franks,  as 
we  ftiall  relate  in  our  hiftory  of  the  modern  nations. 

^he  Gepida. 

THE  Gepidse  were,  without  all  doubt,  a  Gothic  na-  l^hi  Ge» 
tion.     Jornandes,  fpeaking  of  them,  gives  us  the  following  P^^^ 
account  of  their  name  and  origin  :  the  Goths,  leaving  Scan-  Their  m- 
4inavia  under  the  condudi  of  king  Berith,  put  to  fca  with  g*"  ^^ 


name* 
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three  fliips  only.  One  of  thefc,  failing  flower  than  tKe 
other  two,  was  thence  called  Gepanta,  fignifying  in  the 
Gothic  tongue  y7owi  and  hence  4he  name  of  Gepant^e, 
and  Gepidae,  which  was  firft  given  to  that  people  as  a  term 
of  reproach  ^.  Procopius  like  wife  affirms,  in  exprefs  terms^ 
that  the  Goths,  the  Vandals,  the  Vifigoths,  and  the  Gepi- 
dae,  were  originally  the  fame  nation ;  that  they  had  the 
fame  cuRoms,  manners,  religion,  and  language  %  and  that 
they  only  differed  in  names,  borrowed  perhaps,  fays  he, 
^JUir  from  their  different  leaders  *.     They  entered  Scythia  with 

tmmtrf.       the  other  Goths,  and  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Tanais  and  Palus  Maeotis.     There  they  continued  till  the 
reign  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  when  their  numbers  be- 
ing greatly  increafed,  they  approached  the  Danube,  and 
having  fame  time  after  croffed  that  river,  dwelt  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Singidunum  and  Sirmium,  about  the  year  400, 
where  they  (till  were  when  Procopius  wrote  his  hiftory. 
They  had  kings  of  their  own,  and  formed  a  feparate  and 
diflinft  nation  both  from  the  Oftrogoths  and  Vifigoths  ;  but 
perhaps  not  one  from  the  Lombards,  who  were  ^fter^rards 
mailers  of  Italy  ^. 
netdefiai      Under  the  condufl:  of  their  king  Faftida,  they  gained  a 
iheBvr^      complete  viftory  over  the  Burgundians  about  the  year  245, 
gumtiuns ;    The  Burgundians  whoip  they  overcame,  and  almoft  extir- 
pated, were,  according  to  Valefius,  a  different  nation  from 
the  Burgundians  who  afterwards  fettled  in  Gaul.     Be  that 
as  it  may,  Fadida*  elated  with  his  fuccefs  againft  the  Bur- 
gundians, difpatched  a  meffenger  to  Oftrogotha  king  of  the 
Goths,  acquainting  him,  that  as  the  Gepidse  were  greatly- 
incommoded  for  want  of  room,  he  mpft  either  grant  them 
lands,  or  prepare  for  war.     Oftrogotha  anfwered,  that  he 
fcould  be  very  unwilling  to  make  war  upon  his  kinfmen  ; 
but  was  determined  to  part  with  no  land.     In  confequence 
of  this  anfwer,    Faftida,    entering  the  territories   of  the 
Qoths,  began  to  lay  them  wafte ;  a  circumftance  whicl^ 
Oftrogotha  no   fooncr   underftood  than,   leaving  Moefia, 
which  he  was  then  ravaging,  he  returned  to  the  defence  of 
hut  are  df*  his  own  country,  and  meeting  Faftida,  defeated  him  in  a 
fiatediy     pitched  battle ;  but  contenting  himfelf  with  the  vi£bory,  he 
iheG^hs.     did  not  even  purfue  the  flying  Gepidae,  confidering  them 
Yr  of  Fl   ^^^^^^  as  his  kinfmen,  than  an  enemy.     The  Gepidae  joined 
a 596.   *  the  Goths,  and  other  northern  nations,  in  the  famous  ir- 
^  -^  ruption  which  they  made  with  their  united  forces  into  the 

'*^     qjnpire  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Claudius  j  but  they 

h  Jorn,  dc  Rcb.  Goth.  p.  89.  i  Procop,  Bell.  Vand.  lib.  i, 

cap.  1.  ^  Vid.  Grot.  Proleg.  in  Hift.  Goth*  p.  53. 
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i^ere  defeated  by  that  prince  with  great  daughter,  as  we 
have  related  in  its  proper  place  '. 

In  the  year  279,  the  emperor  Probus  granted  to  them,  Yr.  of  Ft 
and  likewife  to  the  Juthongians,  Vandals,  and  Franks,  lands      *^*^- 
in  Thrace,  upon  their  promifing  to  live  as  the  other  fubjetfts  '  *^^ 

of  the  empire:  but  while  the  emperor  was  engaged  in  war 
with  Saturninus,  who  had  revolted  in  theEaft,  they  fcized 
that  opportunity  to  harafs  the  neighbouring  provinces.    Pro-  Gnat 
bus  having  fuccefsfully  ended  his  other  wars,    marched  ^^V"^^*  ^ 
againft  them  in  pcrfon,  and,  in  feveral  encounters,  cut  fuch  ^/^^^^^ 
numbers  of  them  ofF,  that  only  a  fmall  body  of  Franks  had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape  the  general  flaughter,  and  return 
home  ".     In  291,  a  war  broke  out  between  them  and  the 
Goths,  in  which  the  Gepidae  were  affifted  by  the  Vandals; 
and  the  'Goths  by  the  Taifalae,  another  Gothic  nation  :  but 
all  we  know  of  this  war  is,  that  both  parties  were  greatly 
weakened,  and  put  out  of  a  condition  of  difturbing,  for 
fome  years*  the  peace  of  the  empire.     The   Gepidae  are 
mentioned  by  St..  Jerom  among  the  other  nations  of  Barba- 
rians, that,  in  407,  invaded  Gaul,  and  over-ran  thofe  pro-  They  are 
vinces  **.     They  were  afterwards  fubdued,  with  the  other  f^^^^*^  h 
northern  nations,  by  Attila,  and  in  451,  ferved  under  him  -"'"*' 
in  his  famous  expedition  into  Gaul  \  on  which  occaHon  the 
Franks  and  they  meeting  in  the  dark,  both  parties  engaged 
with  fuch  fury,  that  above  fifteen  thoufand  were  left  dead 
on  the  fpot  *. 

Upon  the  death  of  Attila,  the  Gepidae  (hook  off  the  yoke,  Yt.  of  FL 
under  the  condu£l:  of  their  king  Ardaric  ;  a  meafure  which      282S. 
occafioned  a  bloody  war  between  them  and  the  Hunns  :  but  ^-  ^-  480. 
at  length  Ardaric  having  gained  a  complete  vi6lory  over  the  TT      7" 
Hunns,  of  whom  thirty  thoufand  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  ilH^^  ' 
with  their  king  Ellac,  the  Gepidae  not  only  recovered  their 
ancient  liberty,  but  alfo  the  country  from  which  they  had 
been  driven  by  Attila^    that  is,  all  ancient  Dacia,  lyitig 
north  of  the  Danube.    This  memorable  battle,  which,  in 
a  manner,  terminated  the  empire  of  the  Hunns,  was  fought 
on  the  banks  of  the  Netad  in  Pannonia,  about  the  year 
480.     The  Gepidae,  thus  fettled  in  Dacia,  entered  into  an 
alliance  with  the  Romans,  who  agreed  to  pay  them  an  an- 
nual penGon.     Dacia,  beyond  the  Danube,  was  henceforth 
called,  from  its  new  inhabitants,  Gepidia,  as  we  read  in 
Jornandes.     Some  years  after,  part  of  Illyricum  was  like- 
wife  beftowed  on  them,  with  the  city  of  Sirmium  ;  whence 
their  kings  are  by  Theophanes  ftyled  kings  of  Sirmium  p. 

.  *  Claud.  Vit.  p.  107.  m  Prob.  Vit.  p.  140.  ^  Hicr. 

ep-  xi.  p.  93.        o  jorn  Rtr.  Goth.  cap«46.  p,  664.  pTheoph, 
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There  they  continued  quiet  till  the  year  537,  when,  join- 
ing the  Heruliy  they  plundered  the  neighbouring  provinces^ 
They  art  Juftinian,  then  emperor,  having  ended  the  war  in  Italy  with 
^iT"^"'  the  Goths,  difpatched  his  beft  generals  againft  them,  wha, 
hv  ^ujl^-  having  defeated  them  in  feveral  encounters,  obliged  them 
^,  to  abandon  what  they  pofleffed  in  Illyricum,  and  content 

themfelves  with  North  Dacia,  or  Dacia  beyond  the  Danube  '• 
Yr.  of  Fl.       In  the  year  550  a  conteft  arofc  between  the  Gepidac  and 
1898.       ti^e  Lombards  defcended  from  them,  fays  Paulus  Diaconos  % 
A.D.  550.  about  their  confines :  for  the  Lombards  inhabited  part  of 
TJtfv  Quar-  Dacia  beyond  the  Danube,  having  been  allowed  to  fettle 
rfi  tviih      there  by  the  Roman  emperors,  who  indeed  had  abandoned 
the  LoM'     that  province,  but  claimed  a  right  of  difpofing  of  it  to  whom 
*^<'"'-         they  pleafed.     Both  the  Gepidae  and  Lombards,  before  they 
proceeded  to  an  .  open  rupture,  difpatched  ambafTadors  to 
Juftinian,  foliciting  fuccours,   in  virtue  of  their  alliance 
with  the  empire.     The  emperor,  after  having  heard  the 
deputies  of  both  nations,  declared,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  war, 
he  was  determined  not  to  fuffer  the  Lombards  to  be  op- 
prefled  by  their  encroaching  neighbours,  ordering,  at  the 
fame  time,  ten   thoufand  horfe  and  fifteen  hundred  foot 
to  march  to  their  affiftancc,  under  the  command  of  Con^ 
ftantianus,  Buzes,  Aratius,  and  other  generals  \  a  circum- 
ftance  which  the  Gepidae  no  fooner  underftood  than  they 
concluded  a  peace  with  the  Lombards :  but  the  Roman 
troops  were  fcarce  returned  home,  when  the  Gepidae,  re- 
fufing  to  ftand  to  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  took  the  field 
again  under  the  conduft  of  their  king  Thorifinus- 

Auduinus,  then  king  of  the. Lombards,  having  afiembled 
a  body  of  troops,  went  out  to  meet  the  enemy;  but  both 
armies,  feized  with  a  panic  while  they  were  ready  to  en- 
gage, betook  themfelves  at  the  fame  time  to  a  precipitate 
flight ;  which  both  kings  beholding  as  a  prodigy,  they  con* 
eluded  a  two  years  truce  •.     This  was  no  fooner  expired, 
than   the  Gepidae,  calling  in  the  Heruli  to  their  afiiftance, 
broke  unexpectedly  into  the  territories  of  the  Lombards, 
Yr.  of  Fl.  ravaging  the  country  with  fire  and  fword :  but  the  Lom- 
4900.       bards  receiving  a  timely  reinforcement  from  Juftinian,  at- 
A.  D.  55*'  tacked  the    Gepidae,    and  gave   them  a   total  overthrow. 
The  Gepi'   '^^^s  defeat  was  followed  by  a  peace  between  the  two  na- 
4ia  receive   tions,  concluded  by  the  mediation  of  Juftinian,  who  was 
a  great        unwilling  that  either  ftiould  aggrandize  themfelves  at  the 
^erthrow  expence  of  the  other.     Thorifinus  was  at  this  time  king  of 
LTb^ds    ^^  Gepidae,  and  Auduinus  of  the  Lombards ;  but  neither 

q  Procop,  Bell,  Goth.  lib.  iii.  cap.  33,  34,  39,  r  Paul.  Diac, 

lib.  xiii.  p.  419*  *  Procop,  lib.  iv.  capt  18,  ^5,  a;. 
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fcad  any  right  to  the  crown  he  wore.  The  lawful  heir  to 
Elcmund  the  late  king  of  the  Gepidae  wasUftrigothus,  that 
prince's  only  fon ;  but  Elenxund  dying  while  he  was  under 
age,  Tborifinus  had  caufed  himfelf  to  be  acknowleged  in 
his  room.  In  the  fame  manner  Auduinus,  king  of  the 
Lombards,  had  excluded  Ildigefal,  the  lawful,  heir  from  the 
crown,  and  placed  it  upon  his  own  head.  The  peace  be- 
tween the  two  nations  was  fcarce  concluded,  when  Ildige- 
fal took  refuge  among  the  Gepidae,  and  Uftrigothus  among 
the  Lombards.  Both  princes  were  demanded  with  great 
carneftnefs  and  threats  by  their  refpeftive  nations ;  but 
neither  willing  to  comply  with  the  requeft  of  the  other,  they 
both  began  to  prepare  for  war :  however,  the  two  kings,  or 
rather  ufurpers,  before  hoftilities  were  committed  on  either 
fide,  agreed  to  difpatch  each  other's  rival ;  an  agreement 
which  they  performed  accordingly,  deeming  it  lefs  dif- 
honourable  to  affaflinate  than  betray  thofe,  who  had  put 
themfelves  under  their  proteflion.  Not  long  after,  the  two 
kings  dying,  Tborifinus  was  fucceeded  by  Cunimundus^ 
and  Auduinus  by  Alboinus. 

Cunimundus  had  fcarce  afcended  the  throne,  when,  re- 
viving fome  ancient  claims  upon  the  Lombards,  which  they 
refufed  to  comply  with,  he  took  the  field  at  the  head  of  a 
very  numerous  army,  and,  entering  their  country,  committed 
horrid  ravages.     On  the  other  hand,  Alboinus,  having  col- 
leQed  a  no  lefs  numerous  army,  rcfolved  to  put  the  whole 
to  the  iflue  of  a  battle  ;  which  Cunimundus  not  declining, 
the  two  armies  engaged  with  inexpreflible  fury.     The  vie-  Are  defeat^  > 
tory  continued  long  doubtful ;  but  at  lafl,  the  Gepidae  were  ed  by  ihi 
put  to  flight,  and  purfued  by  the  viftorious  Lombards  with  y^«!»^««- 
fuch  flaughter,  that  fcarce  one  was  left  alive  of  fuch  a  nu-  ''^'*^'^^ 
mcrous  multitude.     Alboinus  killed  Cunimundus  with  his  jiaughur. 
own  hand,  and,  cutting  off  his  head,  turned  his  (kull  ihto 
a  cup  called  by  the  IjomhzvAs  fchahiy  and  by  the  Latins  /a- 
tera.  This  fchala  or  cup  he  ever  afterwards  ufed  at  all  pub- 
lic banquets  and  entertainments.     After  this  viQory,  the  yr.  of  Fl. 
Lombards  feized  on  all  Dacia,  obliging  the  Gepidae  either      2920* 
to  fubrait,  or  retire.     Henceforth  they  had  no  king  of  their  A.  D.  571. 
own,  but  lived  in  fubjedion  either  to  the  Lombards,  who  IT      T^ 
Were  mafters  of  their  country,  or  to  the  princes  of  the  ^hgif\i^L 
neighbouring  nations,  efpecially  the  Hunns  fettled  in  Pan-  ^^^^ 
nonia  '.     Lazius  fays,  that,  among  the  prefent  Hungarians, 
the  defcendents  of  the  Gepidae  are  eafily  diftinguiihed  from 
thofe  who  arc  fprung  from  the  Hunns  "•    The  ruin  of  the 

<  Paul.  Diac.  de  Geft.  Longibard,  lib,  i.  csip«  27.  ^  Laz, 
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kingdom  of  tlie  Gepidse  Is  placed  by  FagI  iii  ^53,  while 
Juftinian  was  living ;  but  by  others  more  accurately  in  the 
year  572^  Juftin,  the  fucceflbrof  JuAinian,  being  then  em- 
peror ;  for  we  are  told,  that  the  trcafiires  of  the  deceafed 
king  were  conveyed  to  Juftin  at  Conftantinople  by  Traflai- 
cus  an  Arian  biChop,  and  by  Reptilanes,  the  late  king's 
grandfon  ^.  Alboinus  afterwards  married  Rofamund  the 
daughter  of  Cunimundus  ;  a  match  which  made  the  Gepi- 
dae  bear  the  yoke  more  patiently. 

The  HeruU. 

nttieruli.  THE  HeruH,  by  Zofimus  called  EruH  %  by  Synccllua^ 
TA«>  §ri-  Aairuli  ^^  but  commonly  Heruli,  were  originally,  according 
to  Jornandes  and  Procopius,  a  Gothic  nation.  The  former 
writer  affirmsi  that  they  firft  dwelt  in  Scandinavia ;  and 
that,  being  expelled  by  the  Dani,  they  wandered  eaftward 
as  far  as  the  Pal  us  Maeotis,  and  fettled  in  that  neighbour- 
hood*. Procopius  fpeaks  of  them  as  inhabiting,  in  ancient 
times,  the  countries  lying  beyond  the  Danube  '.  There 
they  continued,  making 'frequent  irruptions  into  the  em- 
pire, till  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Anallafius,  who  fucceed- 
cd  Zeno  in  491,  when  great  numbers  were  cut  oflF  by  the 
Lombards,  and  the  reft  driven  from  their  ancient  habita- 
tions. A  large  body,  after  having  long  roved  about  from 
one  country  to  another,  fettled  in  that  of  the  Rugians,  the 
prefent  Pomerania,  which  they  found  uninhabited,  the  an* 
cicnt  proprietors  having  gone  with  the  Goths  into  Italy. 
Some  time  after,  they  removed  into  North  Dacia,  or  Dacia 
beyond  the  Danube,  being  allowed  by  the  Gepidae  to  mix 
among  them  5  but,  being  opprefied  and  ill  treated  by  the 
'Gepidae,  they  had  rqcourfe  to  the  emperor  Anaftafius,  who, 
in  511,  allowed  them  to  pafs  the  Danube,  and  fettle  in 
Thrace,  upon  their  promifing  to  ferve  with  fidelity  in  the 
Roman  armies,  when  required.  Great  numbers,  upon  their 
being  driven  out  of  their  own  country  by  the  Lombards, 
took  their  route  weftward,  and  paffing  without  oppofition 
through  feveral  barbarous  nations,  arrived  at  the  ocean,  and« 
embarking,  fet  fail  for  Thule,  where  they  fettled  (L)- 

w  Abbas  Biclar.  p.  1 2.  edit.  Scalig.  ^c  Zof.  lib.  i.  p.  56s. 

7  Syncel.  p.  382.  ^  Jorn.  Rer.  Ooth*  cap.  3*  p«  613.  ^Procop. 
de  Bell.  Goth.  lib.  ii. ' 


(L)  By  Thule  Procopius 
meant,  without  all .  doubt,  the 
peninfula  of  Scandinavia,  which 
be  calls  ten  times  as  big  as  Bri- 
tain ;  and  adds,  that  great  part 


of  it  was  deftitute  of  inhabit- 
ants ;  but  in  that  which  was  in* 
habited,  were  thirteen  populous 
nations,  each  governed  by  their 
own  kings  and  laws  ( i )  • 


(0  Procop.  de  Bell.  Goth*  lib,  il«  cap*  14.  p*  ^%* 
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The  lieruK  had  kings  of  their  owhj  but  Pfocopiiis  fays  Their  go- 
they  were  only  nominal  kings  ;  for  they  fcarce  had  any  au-  vemmitit, 
thofity,  and  were  almoft  upon  a  level  with  /every  private 
Boan.     HeiSice  'fonae  think  they  were  called  HeruH  from  the 
Ancient  Gothic  word  herrn,  fignifyingj^^^j  but  others,  and^ 
among  the  reft,  Ablavius,  as  quoted  by  Jornahdes,  affirms 
they  were  called  Heruli  from  the  Greek  word  hele^  fignify- 
iiig  mar/hy  grounds^  fuch  as  thofe  were  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Palus  Maeotis,  where  they  lived  ^. '  I'he  He-  mannen, 
ruK  had  fome  laws  peculiar  to  themfelves,  differing  from  cufloms^ 
thofe  of  all  other  nations ;  for,  among  them,  when  meti 
were  grown  old  or  infirn»,  they  were  obliged  to  intreat  their 
relations  to  difpatch  them ;  and  their  requeft  was  granted^ 
by  placing  them  on  a  pile  of  wood,  where  they  were  put  td 
death  by  a  ftranger  to  them  in  blood,  and  their  bodies  re- 
duced to  aihes.     When  the  huiband  died,  the  wife  was  to 
ftrangle  herfelf  on  her  hufband's  tomb,  on  pain  of  being 
deemed  infamous,  and  detefted  as  one  who  had  no  value  for 
her  huiband.     They  were  addi£ted  to  all  manner  of  icwdJ^ 
jiefs  and  debauchery,  and  not  afliamed  of  the  nioft  unna- 
tural praftices.    They  adored  the  gods  of  the  other  Gothic  reUpqn, 
bations,  and  ufed,  on  fome  extraordinary  occafions,  to  ap- 
peafe  them  with  human  facrifices  S     They  were  a  warlike 
people,  and  arc  chiefly  commended  by  the  ancients  for  theit 
fwiftncfs  and  agility.    The  Heruli  began  firft  to  invade  the 
^^mpire  about  the  year  526,  the  fourth  of  the  emperor  Va- 
lerian's reign ;  but  were  foon  reputfed  by  GallienuSi  th^ 
foa  of  Valerian,  and  his  colleague  In  the  empire  \ 

Eleven  years  after  this  period,  the  Heruli,  paffing  front 
the  Palus  Maeotis  into  the  Euxine  Sea,  with  five  hundred 
Veflels,  under  the  conduct  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  named 
Naulobat,  landed  at  Byzantium  and  Chryopolis,  now  Scu- 
lari-  At  the  latter  place  they  were  defeated  by  Vencrianus^ 
\ipho  was  fatmfelf  killed  in  the  engagement.     The  Heruli, 
in  fome  degree  dlfcouraged  by  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained^ 
re^eoibarked,  and  began  to  retire  to  the  mouth  of  the  Euxine 
Sea  ;  but  the  very  next  day,  the  wind  proving  favourable, 
they  returned  be/ore  Byzantium,  and,  having  croffed  the  Great  ra- 
Bofpborua,  furprifed  and  plundered  the  city  of  Cyzicus,  vages  com* 
with  great  part  of  Afia,  and  the  iflands  of  Lcmnos  and  Scy-  f^itf^^  k> 
ros,  in  the  Archipelago.     Then  they  fteered  their  courfe  *^'^  "* . 
towards  Greece,  and,  landing,  befiegcd  and  burnt  Athens,  q^^^u 
Corinth,  Sparta,  and  Argos,  without  meeting  with  the  lead 
oppofition,  till  the  Athenians,  under  the  condu£l  of  Dexip*^ 

d  Zonar.  Vit^  Gallien« 
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pus  the  hlftorian,  waiting  for  them  in  the  defiles,  and  falling 
upon  them  unexpe^ledly,  cut  great  numbers  in  pieces  r 
however,  in  their  retreat  they  committed  horrible  devafta- 
tions  in  Boeotia«,  iVcarnania,  Epirus,  and  Thrace.  In  the 
mean  time  Gallienus,  returning  from  Gaul,  haftened  into 
lUyricum,  hoping  to  intercept  the  Herult  on  their  return 

T%  are     home.    He  met  them  accordingly,  and,  coming  upon  them 

^gm'^  ^  ^y  furprife,  gave  them  a  total  overthrow,  purfued  them 
*  with  great  flaughter  as  far  as  the  Nefius  in  M^(ia,  and  de- 
ft royed  three  thoufand,  as  they  were  attempting  to  crofs  that 
river.  Naulobat  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  but  treated 
with  great  humanity  by  Gallienus,  who,  to  gain  the  affec- 
tion of  the  Barbarians,  honoured  him  either  with  the  con- 
ifulate,  or  the  confular  ornaments  *.  The  Heruli,  however, 
two  years  after  this  defeat,  joined  the  Goths,  and  other 
northern  nations,  againil  the  emperor  Claudius  ;  but  were 
defeated  by  that  prince  with  great  lofs. 

Yr.  of  FI.      In  the  fourth  year  of  Dioclefian's  reign,  the  Heruli,  join- 
2^35-       ing  the  Chaibons  and  Cavions,  entered  Gaul,  and  laid  wafte 

A.  D.  287.  jj^g  provinces   bordering  on  the  Rhine ;  but  Maximian, 
..  marching  againft  them,  totally  defeated  them,  and  purfued 

Maxtmian,  them  with  fuch  {laughter,  that,  if  his  panegyrift  may  be 
credited,  not  one  was  left  alive  to  carry  home  the  news  of 
their  defeat.  All  we  know  of  the  Chaibons  and  Cavions 
is,  that  their  country  lay  at  a  great  diftance  from  Gaul,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Heruli.  In  the  year  366,  the  third  of 
Valentinian^s  reign,  we  find  a  body  of  Heruli  ferving  in  the 
Roman  army  on  the  Rhine ;  for  Ammianus  Marcellinus  ^ 
and  Zofimus  tell  us,  that  the  Alemans,  croffing  that  river 
on  the  ice,  ^defeated  the  Romans,  and  took  the  ftandardsof 

Suhdued  hy  ^j^g  Batavians  and  Heruli.    About  the  year  370,  ETmcnric, 
othad     whom  Jornandes  calls  Ermanaric,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths, 

^Hunns,  ^^^^^  having  fubdued  the  neighbouring  nations,  attacked  the 
Heruli,  obliged  them  to  pay  him  a  yearly  tribute,  and  to 
fupply  his  army  with  their  youth,  when  required  ».  They 
were  afterwards  fubdued,  with  the  other  northern  nations^ 
by  Attila,  and  compofed  part  of  bis  army  when  he  invaded 
Gaul.  Upon  the  death  of  Attila,  they  recovered  their  an- 
cient liberty,  and,  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the  Ro» 

Strwe  in      mans,  fcrved  in  their  armies,  under  commanders  of  their 

/  e  Roman   ^^^  nation,  but  appointed  by  the  emperors. 

In  the  year  4.56,  they  made  a  defcCnt  on  the  coaft  of 
Garcia ;  but  finding  the  inhabitants  on  their  guard,  re- 
embarked,  and,  landing  in  Bifcay,  committed  great  ravages \ 

c  Gatlien.  Vit.  p.  181-^184.     Zof,  lib.  i.  p.  651.    Syncel.  p.  381. 
f  Amm.  Marcel,  lib  jcxvii.  p.  334..  E  Jorn.  Rer.  Gotb.  p.  645. 
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When  Odoacer  conquered  Italy  in  476,  the  HeruH,  who 
fenred  at  that  time  in  the  Roman  armies,  obtained  lands  in 
Italy,  the  third  of  that  country  being  divided  among  the 
Barbarians,  who  were  in  the  Roman  fetvice,  under  the  name 
of  foederati,  or  allies,  and  had  joined  him  againft  Oreftesj 
and  his  foon  Auguftulus.     In   the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Anaftafius,  which  began  in  491,  they  made  war  on  feveral 
barbarous  nations,  fayd  Procopius*,  and  fubdued  them  ;  but 
having  obliged  their  king  Rodulphus  to  commence  hoftili« 
ties  againft  the  Lombards,  without  the  leaft  provocation^ 
they  were  overthrown  with  great  flaughter,  and  obliged  to  Ovir^ 
live  either  in  fubjedion  to  the  conquerors,  or  abandon  their  '^'^^^^ 
country.    Moft  of  them   chofe    to  retire;   fome  fettling ^''y^fj'/^ 
amongft  theRugians;  others  returning  into  Scandinavia;  f,y  the 
and  fom^,  with  the  permiffion  of  the  emperor  Anaftafius,  Lmbardu 
taking  up  their  abode  in  Thrace  and  IHyricum ;  where  they 
had  not  been  long  before  they  began  to  opprefs  and  abufc^ 
in  a  moft  barbarous  manner,  the  Romans,  among  whom 
they  lived.     Anaftafius  ordered  the  troops  quartered  in  the 
neighbouring  provinces  to  march  to  the  iaffiftance  of  the 
oppreffed  people,  who,  taking  arms  upon  their  arrival,  fell, 
In  conjundlion  with  them,^  on  the  HcruH,  and  cut  moft  of 
them  in  pieces.     Such  as  efcaped  the  general  flaughter,  had 
recourfe  to  the  clemency  of  the  emperor,  who,  upon  their 
promifing  to  ferve  the  empire  like  faithful  fubjefts,  not  only 
{pared,  but  fufFered  them  to  continue  in  the  countries, 
which  he  had  formerly  affigned  for  their  habitation  ^* 
.    In  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Juftinian,  the  Heruli  having  fkeymur* 
Oiurdered  their  king,  and  no  other  remaining  of  the  blood  der  thtir 
royal,  they  dlfpatched  ambafladors  into  Thule,  or  Scandina-  ^^^*  ^"^ 
via,  with  ordei^  to  bring  a  prince  from  thence  of  the  fame  J'^^jV' 
family.    The  meflengers,  purfuant  to  their  direftions,  chofe  a.^;,, 
one  (for  there  were  many  of  the  royal  race  there) ;  but  he  Ihuli^ 
dying  on  the  way,  they  returned,  and  preferring  another 
named  Todafius,  who  immediately  fet  out  on  his  journey 
to  Thrace,  attended  by  his  brother  Aordas,  and  by  a  guard 
of  two  hundred  men.    But  in  the  mean  time  the  Heruli, 
having  long  waited  tKe  return  of  their  envoys,  and  fufpcft- 
ing  they  had  met  with  fome  misfortune,  had  recourfe  to 
Juftinian  for  a  king.     The  emperor  readily  complied  with 
their  requeft,  and  appointed  Suartuas  to  reign  over  them, 
who  was  of  the  fame  nation,  but  had  lived  long  at  Con- 
ftantinople.    The  HeruH  received  their  new  king  with  the 
greateft  demonftrations  of  joy;  but  a  few  days  after  his  ar* 

'.  1  Procop.  Bell.  Goth.  lib.  ii.  cap.  14.  ^  Paul.  Diac.  Lang, 
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iivaU  news  being  brought^  tbat  the  ambaffadors:,  en  tletf' 
return  from  Tbule,  had  already  reached  the  confines,  with 
a  prince  of  the  blood  royal,  they  inFvm^diately  reTolted  from 
SuartuaSy  who  was  thereupon  obHged  to  '  fave  bimfelf  by 
flighty  and  return  to  Conftantinople.  Jufiinian,  provoked 
at  their  condu£i,  refolved  to  force  them  to  acknowkge  the 
prince  he  had  nominated ;  but  the  Gepida^  efpoufing  the 
caufe  of  the  new  king,  the  emperor,  whofe  troops  were 
then  employed  againd  the  Oftrogoths  in  Italy,  thougjht  it 
impolitic  to  engage  in  a  new  war.  Rut  the  war  in  Italy 
was  no  fooner  ended,  than,  turning  his  arms  againft  tbe  He-* 
ruli,  and  their  allies  the  Gepid»,  he  drove  both  nations  quite 
out  of  the  empire '.  He  was  afterwards  reconciled  to  the 
Heruli,  who  alTifled  him  in  his  other  wars,  fupplying  his 
armies  with  numerous  bodies  of  troop«,  of  which  one  fenred 
with  great  reputation  in  Italy,  and  the  other  in  Colchis '^^ 
In  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  great  numbers  embrace:d  the 
Chriftian  religion  j  but  the  change  of  religion  wrought  n.Q 
change  in  their  manners,  they  being  of  all  nations,  fay$ 
Proropios,  the  mod  wicked,  the  moft  treacherous,  avari* 
cious,  and  the  moft  addicted  to  drunkennefs,  and  all  maa<* 
ner  of  lewdnefs  and  debauchery  ".  They  were,  foon  after 
the  death  of  Juftinian,  fubdued  by  the  X^omb.ards,  and  lived 
partly  fubjel^  to  tbemr  and  partly  to  the  neighbouring 
nationsT 

The  Jid^arcomaTzs* 

TH  E  Marcomans  are,  by  all  the  anrfent  writers,  num- 
bered among  the  German  nations.  They  dwelt  originally 
near  the  fprings  of  the  Danube ;  but  removed,  under  the 
conduft  of  their  king  Maroboduus,  into  the  country  w^hicb 
was  then  held  by  the  Boians,  and  is  ftill  called  from  thetu 
Bohemia,  as  it  was  by  the  ancients  Boiohemia,  and  Boio- 
heimia,*  that  is,  the  country  of  the  Boians.  The  Boian» 
were,  according  to  Caefar,  a  Gaulifh  nation,  but  from  Gaul 
paffed  into  Germany,  and,  fettling  in  the  prefent  Bohemiav 
continiH^d  there  till  they  were  expelled  by  the  Marcomans  ^. 
The  migration  of  the  Marcomans,  from  their  original  coun- 
try into  that  of  the  Boians,  is  mentioned  by  Ve!!"eius  Pa- 
ferculusP'.  Ptolemy,  in  defcribing  the  country  of  the 
Marcomans,  mentions  a  city  called  Marobudum,  which 
uame  it  received,  without  all  doubt,  from  its  founder  Ma- 

1  frocop.  Bell.  Gofb.  lib.  ii.  cap.  14, 15.  i»  Agath-  Hb,  i, 
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roboduus  (M)*  The  Marcomans  agreed  in  cuftoms,  man- 
ners, and  religion  with  the  other  German  nations,  were  a 
very  numerous  and  warlike  people,  and  ever  ready  to  prefer 
death  to  flavery.  Of  all  the  German  nations,  they  alone 
nfed  the  Runic  letters  in  their  charms  and  incantations ; 
whence  Lazius  and  Rhabanus  Maurus  conclude  them  to 
have  come  originally  from  Scandinavia  5  but  in  every  thing 
€lfe  they  agreeed  with  the  Germans, 

In  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  Tiberius,  having  crofled  the 
Rhine  at  the  head  of  a  very  numerous  and  powerful  army, 
gained  great  advantages  over  them  and  other  German  na- 
tions ;  which  obliged  them  to  fend  deputies  to  Auguftus, 
*nd  fue  for  peace.     The  emperor  received  the  ambaffadors  Thi  Mar- 
of  the  Marcomans  with  particular  marks  of  diftinftion,  and  tomans  oh^ 
granted  their  requeft;  but  obliged  the  other  German  na-'^'**/. 
tions  to  retire  beyond  the  Elbe,  and  the  Sicambrians,  with  jiuguftus* 
fuch  of  the  Sueves  as  were  not  fubje£i  to  Maroboduus,  to 
abandon  their  native  country,  and  people  fome  places  in 
Gaul  that  were  deftitute  of  inhabitants*!.     In  the  fourth' 
year  of  Tiberius,  a  war  commenced  between  the  Marco-  thy  wagf 
tnans  and  the  Cherufcans  dwelling  between  the  Elbe  and  war  with 
the  Wefer.    The  former  were  commanded  by  Maroboduus,  '*^^**- 
and  the  latter  by  the  celebrated  Arminius,  who,  a  few  years  '*'^^^"'' 
before,  had  cut  off  the  legions  of  Varus ;  but  all  we  know 
of  this  war  is,  that  the  Cherufcans  gained  confiderablc  ad- 
vantages over  the  Marcomans.     Two  years  after,  Tiberius 
having  excited  the  fubjefts  of  Maroboduus  to  revolt  againft 
him,   he  was  driven  from  the  throne,  and  obliged  to  pafs 
the  laft  eighteen  years  of  his  life  at  Ravenna.     Marobo- 
duus was  fucceeded  by  Catualdus,  who  was  like  wife  dc- 
pofed,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Gaul '. 

The  emperor  Domitian,  provoked  againft  the  Marco- 
ftians  and  Quadian^,  becaufe  they  did  not  affift  him  in  the 
war  which  he  was  then  waging  with  the  Dacians,  entered 
their  country  in  a  hoftile  manner.  Both  nations  ealVncftly 
filed  for  peace  ;  which  Domitian  was  fo  far  from  granting^ 
that  he  caufed  their  ambaffadors  to  be  put  to  death.  The 
Maitcomans  flew  to  arms,  and  having  raifed  a  considerable 

^  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  ii»  cap.  26.  p.  47.  Strab.  lib.  vii.  p.  «9. 
'  Tacit.  Ann.  Tib.  h.  cap.  62,  63.  p*  6x,  61. 
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7hefdtfiat  body  of  troops,  engaged  the  emperor,  and  put  his  army  to 
and  put  to    the  route*.     However,  the  emperor,  upon  his  return  to 
flight  the     Rome,  triumphed   both  over  them  and  the  Dacians,  of 
'Domitiam.    ^^^^y  *f^cr  his  defeat   by  the  Marcomans,  he  ^  had  pur- 
chafed  a  peace  with  large  fums,  which  he  had  refufed  be- 
fore upon  the  mod  advantageous  terms  ^    But  the  triumphs 
of  this  emperor  were  considered  as  certain  tokens  of  his 
having  been  defeated.     In  the  year  93,  Domitian  marched 
in  perfon  againft  the  Sarmatlans,  who  had  cut  in  pieces  fe- 
Teral  Roman  legions,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  made  war 
'       upon  the  Marcomans.     But  all  we  know  of  this  war  is, 
that  Domitian  pretended  to  have  gained  great  advantages 
over  both  nations,  and,  on  that  account,  aflumed  the  title 
of  imperator. 

We  have  fpoken  elfewhere  at  large  of  the  memorable 
war,  which,  in  conjun£lion  with  fevera^  other  German  na« 
tions,  the  Marcomans  made  on  the  empire  ;  and  therefore 
ihall  only  obferve  here,  that  in  one  of  the  battles  fought  in 
this  war  the  Romans  were  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  twenty 
Yr.  of  Fl.  thoufand  men  ;  and  that,  on  another  occafion,  the  emperor 
»Sf**       Aurelius  was  in  great  danger  of  being  cut  off  with  his  whole 
^'  ^'  ^^^'  army ".     Though  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  empire  was 
Thiirwar   employed  againfl:  them,  yet  they  refilled  for  the  fpace  of 
loith  M.      fifteen  years,  and  in  the  end  obtained  a  peace  upon   very 
-Aurelius.     reafpnable  terms,  one  of  which  was,  that  they  ihould  not, 
for  the  future,  fettle  within  fix  miles  of  the  Danube.  Some 
of  the  Marcomans,  who  fubmitted  to  the  emperor,  w^ere 
tranfplanted  into  Italy  ;  hut  thefe  having  attempted  to  make 
themfelves  matters  of  Ravenna,  were  fent  back  to  their  own 
country.     In  the  year  214  a  war  was  kindled  between  them 
'  and  the  Vandals,  by  mean?  of  the  emperor  Caracalla,  who 
ufed  to  bpaft  that'he  had  fet  a(  variance  thofe  two  nations, 
which,  till  bis  time,  had  lived  in  friendihip  and  amity  ^j 
^ut  what  was  the  iffue  of  the  war  we  are  not  informed.  In 
the  year  256  the  emperor  Gallienus  entered  into  an  alliance 
yi\i\i  Attalus,  king  of  the  Marcomans  ;  and  upon  the  cap- 
tivity of  his  father  Valerian,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Perfians, 
be  yielded  part  pf  Upper  Pannonia  for  his  daughter  Pipai 
or  Pipara,  whom  he  pretended  to  marry ;  but  as  he  was  al- 
ready married  to  Salonina,  ftyled  in  the  ancient  infcriptions 
Cornelia  Salonina  Augufta,  Pipa  is  called  by  the  writers  of 
thofe  times  hi^  copcubine  'i. 

■    The  Marcomans  joined  the  Alemaiis  and  the  Juthon- 
giahs  in  the  war,  which  thofe  nations  made  on  the  eipperor 

«  Dio.  lib.  Ixvii,  p.  764.  t  Suet,  in  Domit  cap.  6.  p.  788, 

789.  u  Dio,  lib.  Ixxi.  p.  807.  w  Dio,  Val.  p.  754,  757. 

X  Gallien.  Vit.  p.  184,  Valcr,  Vit.  p.  174.  Yift.  Spit,. p.  541. 
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Aurelian  about  the  year  270,  but  were  in  the  end  cut  off 
almoft  to  a  man.     Both  Idatius  and  Viftor  mention  a  vic- 
tory gained  over  the  Marcomans  in  the  (ixteenth  year  of 
Dioclefian's  reign.     About  the  year  396,  Fritigil,  queen 
of  the  Marcomans,  having  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion, 
wrote  to  St.  Ambrofe,  intreating  him  to  fend  herfome  in- 
ftruftions  relating  to  the  canduft  of  her  life.     The  holy 
prelate  immediately  complied  with  her  requeft,  and  befides 
exhorted  her  to  perfuade  her  hufband  to  live  in  peace  and 
amity  with  the  Romans.    She  not  only  performed  this  talk,  Yr.  of  FU 
but  prevailed  upon  the  king  to  fubjeft  himfelf  and  his  king-  ^.^7^ 
dom  to  the  the  empire  y.     And  hence  it  is,  that  among  the     '    '  ^^  * 
many  barbarous  nations  that  broke  into  Gaul  in  406  and  qhekinpof 
407,  no  mention  is  made  of  the  Marcomans.     They  fcem  ihe  Marcos 
to  have  continued  faithful  to  the  Romans  till  the  time  of  mansjub^ 
Attila,  when  being  fubdued   by   that   prince,  they  were -^^^^'^;. 
obliged  to  ferve  in  his  army  againft  their  own  friends  and  lj„^  f/ 
allies  ;  for  they  are  mentioned  among  the  many  different  thetmptru 
nations  of  which  his  army  was  compofed,  when  he  invaded 
Gaul  *.     Upon  the  death  of  Attila,  they  fhook  off  the  yoke, 
and  having  recovered  their  ancient  liberty,  fubmitted  either 
to  Marcian  or  his  fucceffor  Leo,  and  fervcd  the  empire  to 
the  laft  with  unfliaken  fidelity.     From  them,  and,  without 
all  doubt,  from  feveral  other  nations  fettled  among  them, 
are  defcended  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  Bohemia. 

'  NE  XT  to  the  Marcomans  dwelt  the  Quadians,  a  Ger-  TAe^a* 
man  nation  often  mentioned  by  the,  ancients,  efpecially  by  ^f*^ 
Eutropius  and  Capitolinus.     Their  country  is   at  prefent  ^J^JL^ 
known  by  the  name  of  Moravia  ;  for  it  extended  from  the 
mountains  of  Bohemia  to  the  river  Marus,  now  the  March, 
and  confequently  comprifed  that  province.     Ptolemy  men- 
tions the  following  cities  in  the  country  of  the  Quadians ; 
namely,  Eburodunum,  or,^  as  others  read  it,  Robodunum, 
Eburum,  Medoflanium,   and  Gelemantia,  now,  according 
to  Cluverius,  Brin,  Olmutz,  Znaim,  andKalminz.    The 
Quadians  were  a  warlike  people,  had  kings  of  their  own, 
and  agreed  in  cuftoms,  manners,  and  religion,  with  the 
other  German  nations.     The  Quadians  joined,  without  all  nmrwmr$ 
doubt,    their    countrymen    againft  Lollius,    Germanicus,  withthi 
Caius  and  GaJba,  who  attempted  to  reduce  Germany,  and  emfin* 
fubdue  the  feveral  nations  inhabiting  that  extenfive  country. 

y  Ambof,  Vit.  cap.  39  p.  io#  »  Jorn.  Rer.  Goth.  cap.  3^,  p» 
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The  emperor  Domitian,  while  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
DacianSi  unexpeftedly  turned  his  arms  againft  thpm  ;  hut 
before  the  Quadians  could  aflemble  their  troops,  the  em-a 
peror  was  defeated,  and  put  to  flight,  by  the  Marcomans^ 
as  >ve  have  already  related.     They  fubmitted,  it  feems,  tc^ 
the  emperor  Titus  Antoninus  \  for  they  received  and  ac-r 
knowleged  a  king  named  by  that  prince,  as  appears  from 
fome  of  Antoninus's  coins,  fuppofed  to  have  been  (truck 
about  the  year  139*.     They  joined  the  Marcomans  in  the; 
memorable  war  which  that  nation  made  on  the  empire  ia. 
the  reign  of  M.  Aurclius.     The  Quadians  being  reduced 
to  great  diftrefs,  fent  ambaffadors  to  fue  for  peace,  ao4 
with  them  all  the  Roman  deferters,  and  thirteen  thoufand 
prifoners,  whom  they  had  taken  during  the  war.    By  thefe 
ineans  they  obtained  peace,  upon  condition  that  they  fliould 
not  traffick  for  the  future  within  the  Roman 'dominionst 
nor  fettle  within  fix  miles  of  the  Danube ;  biu  difliking  thefe 
conditions,  they  renewed  the  war,  in  conjun£tion  with  the 
^larcomans ;  and  having  depofed  Furtius,  whom  the  em-? 
peror  had  appointed  to  reign  over  them,  they  appointed 
Ariogefes  in  his  room  ;  a  nreafure  which  M.  Aurelius  re- 
fented  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  though  the  Quadians  pronnifed 
to  fet  at  liberty  fifty  thoufand  Roman  captiyes,  upon  con-* 
dition  that  he  confirmed  Ariogefes  in  the  title  of  king,  the 
emperor  would  not  hearken  to  the  propofal,  but  on  tbf; 
contrary  profcribed  the  new  prince,  and  fet  a  price  upoi| 
his  head.     In  confequence  of  this  feverity,  the  Quadians, 
being  joined  by  the  Marconians,  and  feveral  other  nations, 
attacked  the  Romans ;  but  after  a  long  and  bloo4y  diipute, 
were  totally  defeated,     Ariogefes  himfelf  "wcas  taken  pri* 
foner ;  but  the  emperor  generoufly  fpared  his  life,  and  con* 
tented  himfelf  with  confining  him  to  the  city  of  Alexan« 
dria  the  metropolis  of  Egypt. 
They  obtain      After  this  viftory  the  other  nations  fubmitted ;  but   the 
a  peace  of    Quadians  feem  to  have  continued  in  arms  till  the  reign  of 
fommodus,   Commodu§,  who  granted  them  peace  upon^  the  following 
terms:  i.That  they  (hould  keep  at   the  diftance  of  five 
miles  from  the  Danube.     2.  That  they  fliould  deliver  up 
their  arms^  and  fupply  the  Romans  with  a  certain  number 
of  troops  when  required.     3.  That  they  fliould  aflemble 
but  once  a  mpnth  in  pne  place  pnly,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
^  Roman  centurion.     And  laftly.   That  they  fliould  not 
make  war  upon  the  neighbouring  nations  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  people  of  Rome  K    Jn  the  year  214  the  Q^a«* 
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dSans  had  Gaiobomar  for  their  king,  who  was  murdered  by 
order  of  Caracalla  ;  but  upon  what  provocation  we  are  not 
told.     Of  this  aflaffination  the  emperor  ufed  to  boaft  as  of  a 
glorious  aftion  «.     In  the  fourth  year  of  the  emperor  Vale- 
rian's reign,  the  Quadians,  joining  the  Sarmatians,  invaded 
Illyricum,   and  ravaged  part  of  that  province ;  but  they 
were  defeated  by  Probus,  afterwards  emperor,  at  that  time 
.only  tribune  of  a  legion.     On  this  occafion  Probus  refcucd  D^f^^^j 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Quadians  Valerius  Flaccus,  a  youth  fy  Pti^bus^ 
defcended  from  an  illuftrious  family,  and  nearly  related  to 
the  emperor  Valerian,  who  publicly  commended  Probus  for 
fo  glorious  an  aftion,  and  prefented  him  with  a  civic  crown, 
which,  in  the  times  of  the  republic,  was  bellowed  o;i  thofe 
who  had  faved  the  life  of  a  citizen  **.     In  i6o,  the  feventh 
pi  the  emjjcror  GaliienuS)  they  made  a  fudden  irruption 
into  Pannonia ;  but  were  obliged  by  Regillianus,  who  com- 
manded in  that  province,  to  quit  their  booty  and  return 
faomC'    That  general  is  faid  to  have  gained  feveral  victories 
jDver  them  in  -one  day  *.     Probus,  who  had  kept  the  Bar-  yr.  of  FL 
barians  in  awe,  being  de^d,  the  Quadians,  in  conjunftion       1031. 
with  the  Sarrhatians,  broke  into  Illyricum  and  Thrace,  and  A.  D.  aSj* 
after  having  ravaged  thofe  provinces,  were  advancing  to-  * 

5inrards  Italy ;  but  Cams,  who  had  fucceedcd  Probus,  meeting  ^"^h^j^r 
them  on  the  borders  of  Illyricum,  deifeated  them  entirely,  ^^re^^ 
killed  fixtcen  thoufand  on  the  fpot,  and  took  twenty  ^om^  fiaughurm 
fand  prifoners  ^  In  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  emperor 
Conftantius,  the  Quadians  made  an  irruption  into  Pannonia 
and  Moefia  ;  and  having  pillaged  both  provinces,  returned 
)iome  unmolefted,  carrying  with  them  an  immenfe  booty  *• 
They  returned  in  two  years,  and  laid  wafte  Valeria,  while 
the  Sueves  committed  dreadful  ravages  in  Rh^tia,  and  the 
Sarmatians  over-ran  Lower  Pannonia  and  Upper  ^oefia. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  invafions  Gonftantius,  leaving  Mi- 
lan»  advanced  to  the  confines  of  the  Quadians,  and  con- 
ferred with  their  chiefs,  who  excufed  the  paft  hoftilities,  and 
promifed,  for  the  future,  to  live  in  peace  and  amity  with 
the  empire*.  Notwithftanding  theffe  promifcs,  they  next 
year,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Sarmatians,  laid  wafte  great 
part  of  Pannonia  and  Moefia  ;  but  at  the  approach  of  Con- 
iiantiuS)  who  marched  againft  them  in  perfon,  they  repafled 
the  Danube,  and  returned  home.  The  emperor  refolved 
to  puniih  them  for  their  treachery,  and  having  pafTed  the 
IDanube  on  a  bridge  of  boats,  began  to  deftroy  their  coun- 
try.   The  Quadians,  not  finding  themfelves  in  a  condition 

c  Val.  p.  754,  757.  «i  Prob.  Vit.  p.  234,  235.  e  Trig. 
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to  make  head  againft  the  numerous  forces  of  Conftandas, 
fent  deputies  to  ^ue  for  peace  ;  which  the  emperor  granted, 
upon  their  delivering  up  hoQages,  and  fetting  at  liberty  all 
the  prifoners  they  had  taken« 
rktir  king       In  the  year  374  their  king  Gablnius  being  treacherouily 
Cahimius     murdered  by  Marcellianus  duke  of  Valeria,  they  crofled  the 
^^i'^i^     Danube  in  the  utmoft  rage,  and  falling  upon  the  reapers, 
^*'^     *     it  being  then  harveft-time,  killed  moll  of  them,  laid  wafte 
the  country  to  a  great  diftance,  and  took  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  captives.     Equitius,  general  of  the  troops  in  Illyri- 
cum,  unable  to  fteni  this  furious  torrent,  retired  into  Va- 
leria ^  but  the  Quadians,  incenfed  again fl:  him  as  the  chief 
author  of  the  murder  of  their  late  king,  followed  him  thi- 
ther,v  committing  dreadful  devaftation    in  the  countries 
Yr.  of  FK  through  which  they  pafl'ed.     In  their  way  they  met  with 
aayt.       two  legions,  the  Pannonian  and  Moefian,  who   bad  been 
A.  \>'  374'  fent  to  oppofe  them  j  but  the  legions  falling  into  an  unfea* 
y,  ^^  fonable  contention  about  precedency,  the  Barbarians,  taking 

iw  Ro-      advantage  of  their  difagreement,  cut  them  both  in  pieces* 
man  it'       Thus  all  the  open  country  was  abandoned  to  them,  the 
gioitftond    Romans  remaining  mafters  only  of  the  fortified  places^. 
49mmtt        rjTj^g  Sarmatians,  who  had  joined  the  Quadians  in  this  iriup- 
%m9tsin     ^*o'*>  having  entered  Upper  Moefia,  were  defeated  with 
tk^tmfin,  great  flaughter  by  Theodofius,   afterwards  emperor,  but 
then  very  young,  and  only  duke  of  Moefia.     Againft  the 
Quadians  Valentiuian  I.  marched  in  perfon ;  and  arriving 
att^arnutum  in  lllyricum,  the  prefent  city  of  Hainburg  on 
the  Danube  in  Auftria,  about  thirty  miles  eaft  of  Vienna, 
continued  there  about  three  months,  making  vaft  prep^ra'^ 
tions  for  his  intended  expedition  into  the  country  of  the 
Quadians.     At  length  he  took  the  field,  and  having  pafled 
the  Danube  at  Acincum,  now  Gran,  or  Buda  in   Lower 
Hungary,  entered  the  enemy's  country,  and  deftroyed  it 
with  fire  and  fword.     Having  thus  fpent  the  fummer,  and 
great  part  of  the  autumn,  he  took  up  his  winter-quarters  at 
Bregetio,  which  fome  take  to  be  a  village  on  the  Danube, 
now  called  Brcgnitz,  and  others  fuppofe  the  prefent  city 
of  Komare  in  the  ifle  of  Schut.     There  he  gave  audience 
to  the  Quadians  who  came  to  fue  for  peace  \  but  while  he 
was  fpeaking  with  great  warmth,  and  threatening  to  extir* 
•  pate  their  whole  nation,  he  fell  fuddenly  to  the  ground,  as 

if  his  life  and  voice  had  failed  him  at  once.  Being  imnne-' 
diately  conveyed  into  his  chamber,  he  was  feized  with  con- 
vulfion  fits,  and  expired  ^  Socrates  writes,  that  being 
offended  at  the  mean  and  beggarly  appearance  of  the  ambaf- 

^  Zof.  lib.  iv«  p,  745,  ^  Amnli2^l.iib•  xxx.  p.  68. 
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ladors  of  the  Quadiana,  he  afked  them  if  their  country 
afforded  men  of  no  better  quality  to  appear  before  him. 
They  anfwered,  that  the  firft  men  in  the  nation  were  in 
his  prefence.  He  then  fell  into  a  violent  rage,  upbraiding 
their  whole  nation  with  arrogance,  for  daring  to  infult  the 
majefty  of  the  Roman  people.  He  delivered  himfelf  with  fo 
much  heat  and  violence^  that,  his  veins  buifting,  he  was 
hiftantly  fulFocatedJn  his  own  blood  ^. 

Upon  his  death  the  officers  of  the  army  proclaimed  Va- 
lentinian,  his  fecond  fon^  emperor,  though  he  was  then  a 
^hild  of  four  or  five  years  old.  At  the  fame  time  they  con- 
cluded a  truce  with  the  Quadians,  and  recalled  the  troops 
which,  under  the  conduft  of  Merobaudes  and  count  Sebaf- 
tian,  >vere  laying  wafte  their  country.  In  the  year  379  the  They  mter 
•  Quadians  broke  again  into  Illyricum ;  but  were  driven  out,  GauL 
"with  fome  lofs,  by  the  emperor  Gratian.  In  the  year  407 
they  entered  Gaul  with  the  other  Barbarians,  and  over-ran 
thofe  provinces,  committing  dreadful  ravages,  of  whicli 
^e  h^ye  fpoken  ^at  large  elfe where.  From  this  time  no 
farther  mention  is  made  in  hiftory  of  the  Quadians  ;  whence 
Laziu^s  concludes,  that  they  were  either  fubdued  or  utterly 
extirpated  by  the  Goths,  who  had  fettled  in  Pannoniaand 
lilyri^JUO), 

The  Sarmattans. 

THE  Sarmatians  were  a  very  numerous  and  warlike  q'kiSar* 
nation,  divided  into  many  tribes,    each  of  them  having  matians. 
their  own  king,  and  mafters  of  a  large  and  ex  ten  five  coun-  I'htir  comm^ 
try.     Sarmatia  Europsea,  or  Sarmatia  in  Europe,  extended  '''^* 
f'rom  the  Viflula,  now  the  Weiflel,  partkng  it  from  Ger- 
many, to  the  Euxine  fea,  the  Bofphorus  Cimmerius,  the 
Palus  Maeotis,  and  the  Tanais,  dividing  it  from  Afia  and 
the  Afiatic  Sarmatia.     In  this  vaft  traft  of  land,  compre- 
hending the  prefent  Poland,  Ruflia,  and  great  part  of  Tar- 
tary,  dwelt  the  following  people ;  the  Burgiones,  Cariones,  q'^gy  ^^,, 
Sudeni,  Geloni,  Hamaxobii,  Agathyrfi,  Borufse,  Melanch-^/^^/ 
IsEnae*  Alauni  or  Alani,  lazyges,  Roxolani,  Baftarnie,  Carpi  different 
or  Carpates,  Sidones,  Borani,  and  Venedi,  by  Jornandes  »^'^«i. 
called  Winidse  and  Vinidi.     The  five  laft  named  nations 
are  thought  to  have  come  originally  from  Germany,  efpe- 
jcially  the  Baftarnae-,  for  even  in  the  time  of  Tacitus,  who 
{s  at  a  lofs  virhether  he  ought  to  place  them  among  the  Ger- 
mans or  the  Sarmatians,  they  agreed  with  the  former  in 
firefs  and  language  *.     The  Gelonians  were,  according  to 

^  Sof rfit,  p*  2S4.  1  Tacit,  de  Mor.  German,  cap.  46. 
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nrir^ri^    Hercxfotus *,  of  Greek  extraction;  but  had,  even  in  bis 
frtfc  time,  adopted,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  cufloras  and  man« 

ncrs  of  the  Budini,  among  whom  they  had  fettled^  cfpe-. 
daily  the  ctiftom  of  painting  their  bodies,  as  we  read  in 
Virgil  ™  and  Clandian  **.     The  Budini  dwelt  near  mount 
Budinus,  from  which  fprings  the  Boryfthenes,  called  by 
EKwe  modem  writers  the  Danapris,  and  thence  the  Dnieper, 
or  Nieper.    The  other  nationsi  which  we  have  mentioned, 
were  all  Gothic ;  and  of  the  origin  of  the  Gothic  nations  we 
have  fpokcn  at  large  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Goths.  Thefe  va-. 
rious  tribes  were  blended  by  the  Romans  under  the  common 
liame  of  Sarmatae ;  by  the  Greeks  under  that  of  Sauromatx, 
and  fometimes  by  both,  under  the  denominations  of  Scy-. 
thtte  or  Scythians,  and  Getx.     Each  of  them  had,  it  feems, 
their  own  king ;  for  mention  is  made  in  hiftory  of  the  kings 
of  the  Roxolani,    of  the  Baftarnae,  and  of  the  lazyges. 
Ammianus  Marcellinus,  fpeaking  of  the  Sarmatians  in  ge- 
neral, fays,  that  they  were  a  favage  people,  infamous  for 
their  lewdnefs  p.     The  Melanchiaenae  are  afferted,  both  by 
Ammianus  and  Herodotus  *»,  to  have  fed  on  human  fiefli;. 
and  are  thence  called  by  them,  as  well  as  by  Mela  and 
Pliny,  Anthropophagi  and  Androphagi. 

The  Sarmatians  began  firft  to  threaten  the  empire  in  the 
reign  of  Nero,  about  feventeen  years  after  Thrace  had  been 
reduced  to  a  Roman  province  by  Claudius ;  for,  till  its  re- 
du£tton,  it  had  been  governed  by  its  own  princes,  and 
ferved  as  a  barrier  on  that  fide  between  the  Sarmatians  and 
Romans.    A  few  years  after  the  latter  became  poflefied  of 
it,  the  Sarmatians  began  to  appear  in  great  numbers  on  the 
confines,  as  if  they  intended  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of 
that  province ;  which  was  then  guarded  by  a  fmall  number 
of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Plautius  Silvanus  iElia- 
nus,  who  had  fent  the  reft  to  the  affiftance  of  Corbulo, 
then  in  Armenia  :   but  the  Roman  general  having  gained 
over  the  king  of  the  Baftarnians  and  Roxolanians,  the  reft 
.  foon  difperfed  '.     Six  years  after  this  tranfaflion,  Qtho  be- 
Yr»  •f  PI.  ing  then  emperor,    the  Roxolanians,  who  inhabited  the 
«4t7.      weft  fide  of  the  Palus  Mseotis,  entering  Moefia,  defeated 
A. D.  69.   t^Q  Roman  cohorts;  and,    having  pillaged  that  part  of 
_.,   ^  the   province,   which  bordered  on   the  Danube,  repafled 

Imniaiu  de-  ^^^  river,  and  returned  home  unmolefted.     Animated  by 
feat  iiAta      this  fuccefs,  they  appeared  again  the  fame  year  with  nine 

sokoris,  m  Herodot.  lib.  iv.  cap.  108.  "  Virg.  Georg.  li.  vcr.  115. 

smdra-        ©Claud,  lib.  i.  in  Rufin.  vet.  315.  P  Amm.  Marcel,  lib.  xxxi, 
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tboiifand  hprfe :  but  Marcus  Apouius  Saturalnus^  goveruor 
of  Mcefia,  attacking  them  with  a  kgion  and  fome  auxilia- 
ries, €ut  thenft  off  almoft  to  a  man.     VefpaCan  being  prp-. 
ciaimed  emperor  by  the  kglons  quartered  in  the  £a{l>  the 
lazygians,  a  Sarraatic  nation,  dwelling  ne^t  to  the  Roxo- 
laniaxi5»  -declared  for  the  new  emperor  again  ft  Viteliius : 
but  VefpafiaQ,  returning  them  thanks  for  the  troops  th^y 
o&ered   him,  took  with  him  only  their  chiefs,  not  with  ^ 
defign  to  employ  them,  but  to  prevent  them  from  making 
inroads  into  the  Roman  territories  during  the  war. 
,  The  very  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Veifpafian,  whom  they 
had  offered  to  join  a  few  months  before,  they  broke  into 
Moefia  ;  and,  having  killed  Fonteius  Agrippa,  governor  of  T^^JHS 
that  province,  who  attempted  to  oppofe  them,  laid  wafte  tke  gove^ 
the  country  to  a  great  extent*     Hereupon  Rubrius  Gallus,  *^'**/^'*«^ 
march ii^  againft  them  with  the  greateft  expedition,  V^^'  buTar^^* 
fuant  to  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  emperor,  kill*  ff^oft  ^f 
cd  great  numbers  of  them.   In  feveral  encounters,  he  oblig-  thtm  €tu  m 
ed   the  reft  to  repafs  the  Danube,  and,  with  great  care,  pieces* 
fortified  the  banks  of  the  river,  tp  cover  the  province  from 
their  incur  (ions'*     In  the  fourth  year  of  Domitian's  reign, 
the  lazygians,  joining  the  Sueves,  armed  with  a  defign,  fays 
Dio  *,  to  crofs  the  Danube,  and  lay  wafte  the  Roman  do- 
Dfiinions ;  but  whether  they  put  their  defign  in  execution, 
that  writer  has  not  thought  fit  to  inform  us.     Tacitus  in- 
deed writes  in  one  place,  that  the  Sarmatians  and  Suevians 
took  arms  againft  the  empire ;  and  that  this  year,  fooa 
after  the  return  of  Agricola  to  Rome,  the  Roman  armies 
were  defeated  in  Pannonia'*.     In  the  thirteenth  of  Do- 
XQitian's  leign,  the  Sarmatians  having  cut  ofF  a  Roman  le- 
gion with  their  tribune,  the  emperor,  who  was  then  in 
Bacia,  marched  againft  them  in  perfon^j  but  with  what 
fuccefS|  we  are  not  told. 

The  Sarmatians  in  Europe  broke  into  Illyricum  with 
great  fury  in  the  year  119,  the  fecond  of  Adrian's  reign  ; 
v4iich  obliged  that  prince  to  quit  Rome,  and  march  againft 
them  in  perfon.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Moefia,  they  repafled 
the  Danube  with  great  precipitation,  and  encamped  on  the 
oppofite  bank;  but  the  Roman  cavalry  fwimming  crofs  the 
river,  in  order  to  attack  them,  the  Sarmatij^ns  were  ftruck  rkeyfuhmit 
Vfith  fuch  terror,  that  they  immediately  fubmitted.  to  Adrian. 

The  princes  of  the    Sarmatians   quarrelled    afterwards 
3«nong  thcmfelves,  and  chofe  Adrian  for  their  umpire,  who 

"Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  iv.  cap.  54.  p.  loz.  t  Dio,  lib.  Ixvii.  p.  71. 

*  Tacit.  Agr.  cap.  4if  p.  i^i*  w  Sued  in  Pomit.  cap.  ^,  p  788- 
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cbmpored  their  difFerenccs  to  the  general  fatisfafiloti  of  tW 
contending  parties.  On  this  occaCon,  the  king  of  the 
Ro^olanians  complaining  to  the  emperbr,  that  his  penfion 
had  been  reduced,  Adrian  ordered  the  fum,  which  had  been 
formerly  allowed  him,  to  be  paid  ^inthout  the  leaft  deduc- 
tion*. In  the  year  135,  the  lazygians  fent  ambaffadors  to 
Rome,  to  renew  their  alliance  with  Adrian,  who  received 
tbem  in  a  very  obliging  manner,  introduced  them  to  the 
ienate,  and,  having  granted  them  their  requeil,  fent  them 
back  loaded  with  rich  prcfents  J^. 

All  the  nations  inhabiting  Sarmatia  confpircd,  with  the 
Marcomans,  againft  M.  Aurelius  ;  but  were  in  the  endfuln 
•  dued,  and  almoH:  extirpated.     Over  the  lazygians  in  par- 
'  ticular  the  emperor  gained  two  complete  victories,  one  be- 
fore they  reached  the  Danube  on  their  way  home,  and  the 
other,  defcribed  at  large  by  Dio,  as  they  were  croffing 
that  river  on  the  ice.    Notwithftanding  the  great  loffcsthcy 
fuRained  in  this  war,  they  were  fo  far  from  fuing  for  peace, 
that  they  depofed,  and  threw  into  prifon,  their  king  Ban- 
dafpes,  for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  he  had  made  pro* 
pofals  for  concluding  a  peace  with  the  empire.    However, 
being  abandoned  by  the  iVlarcomans,  and  their  other  allies, 
and  reduced  to  great  extremity,  their  new  king,  named 
ZJantichus,  came  in  perfon,  attended  by  all  the  chief  men 
of  the  nation,  to  throw  bimfelf  at  the  emperor's  feet,  and 
implore  peace  :   which  was  granted  upon  the  following 
terms;  that  they  ftiould  not  fettle  within  ten  miles  of  the 
Danube ;  that  they  Ihould  releafe  all  the  prifoners  they  had 
taken,  and  fupply  the  emperor's  army  with  a  body  of  eight 
thoufand  horfe.     With  thefe  conditions  they  readily  com- 
plied ;  and  we  are  told,  that  the  prifoners,  whom  they  dif- 
mifled  on  this  occafion,  were  in  number,  at  leaft,  one  hun- 
dred thoufand,  though  they  had  fold  to  other  nations  many 
of  thofe  they  had  taken  during  the  war.  The  eight  thoufand 
lazygian  horfe  were,  by  the  emperor,  fent  into  Britain.  To 
the  other  Sarmatic  nations  lands  were  allotted  in  Pannonia, 
Moefia,  Germany,  and  even  in  Italy*.  The  lazygians  lived, 
it  feems,  fome  time  in  peace  and  amity  with  the  Romans? 
for  in  180,  one  of  the  articles  of  the  peace  cor/cluded  be- 
tween the  emperor  Commodus  and  the  Alemans  was,  that 
they  fliould  not  make  war  upon  the  lazygians,  Burians,  of 
Vandals*.      Befides,    no  mention  is  made  by  hiftorians, 
either  of  them,  or  the  other  Safmatic  nations,  till  they««f 


*  Adrian.  Vit.  p.  4..  y  DIo,  p.  794., 

p.  808,  809,  •  DIo,.lib.  Ixxii.  p.  817. 
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aij,  when  the  emperor  Caracalla  is  faid  to  have  gained  (ordt 
advantages  over  the  Sarmatians,  and  to  have  aflumed,  on  < 

that  account,  the  furname  of  Sarfnaticus  **. 

In  the  year  228,  the  Carpi,  a  people  of  Sarmatia,  dwelling  TieCarffi 
near  the  Carpathian  mountains,  which  part  Hungary  and  ^''««»^  «« 
Tranfylvania  from  Pohnd,  being  informed,  that  the  Ro-  ^""c^^^^ 
man  emperors  paid  a  yearly  penfion  to  the  Goths,  fent 
deputies  to  Menophilus,  governor  of  Mcefia,  demanding, 
that  the  fame  fum  which  the  Goths  received  fhould  be  paid 
to  them,  fince  their  friendfliip  deferved  to  be  no  lefs  court- 
ed than  that  of  the  Goths.  The  deputies  found  Menophi- 
lus exercifing  his  troops,  according  to  his  daily  cuftom  ; 
and,  as  he  well  knew  bn  what  errand  they  were  corge,  to 
humble  their  pride,  he  made  them  wait  feveral  days  before 
he  gave  them  audience,  allowing  them  in  the  mean  time 
to  aflift  at  the  military  exercifes  performed  by  his  forces. 
At  length  he  received  them  feated  on  a  high  tribunal,  and 
attended  by  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  to  whom  he  pre- 
tended to  giVe  his  orders  while  the  ambafladors  were  fpeak- 
ing,  as  if  nothing  they  faid  deferved  his  attention.  The 
Carpi,  mortified  and  amazed  at  this  condudl,  only  afked. 
Why  money  was  given  to  the  Goths,  and  not  to  them  ? 
Becaufe  the  emperor,  anfwered  Menophilus,  beftows  his 
favours  on  whom  he  pleafes.  **  We  hope  then,  replied 
the  ambafladors,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  fhew  himfelf  as 
generous  to  us,  as  to  the  Goths:  we  are  a  more  brave 
and  deferving  nation/'  The  Roman  general  anfwered  with 
a  fmile.  That  the  emperor  would  do  what  he  thought  fit ; 
'  and  that  if  they  met  him  in  four  months  time,  at  a  place 
which  he  appointed,  he  would  acquaint  them  with  the  em- 
peror's* will  and  pleafure. 

The  ambaflTadors  met  him  accordingly,  and  found  him, 
as  they  had  done  before,  whdlly  intent  upon  exercifing  his 
troops.     Menophilus,  made  them  wait  fome  clays,  received 
them  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  the  firfl  time, 
and  ordered  them  to  return  in  three  months,  naming  the 
place  where  they  (hould  find  him-     The  anfwer  he  then  TAtir  de- 
gave  was.  That  the  emperor  would  enter  into  no  engage-  f'^"^  rt- 
ments  with  them ;  but,  if  they  fl:ood  in   need  of  prefent  3^^^^* 
relief,  he  would,  in  ail  likelihood,  out  of  generofity,  al- 
iow  them  fome,  provided  they  went  and  threw  themfelves 
at  his  feet.     They  were  highly  provoked  at  this  anfwer, 
and  departed  in  a  great  rage  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  they  con- 
tinued quiet  as  long  as  Menophilus  commanded  in  that  pro- 
vince*.    The  emperor  Maximinus  made  war  upon  the  Sar- 

*  Get.  Vit.  p.  91,  «  Lcgat.  Excerpt,  p.  24. 
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pfiatian$>  and  gained  conGderable  advantages  over  them} foi' 
It  appears  from  feveral  infcriptions  found  in  France  and 
Spain,  that  both  be  an^  his  fon  took  the  fuinaiine  of  S^* 
znaticus  **• 

In  the  year  238,  Menophilus  being  recalled,  the  Carpi, 

who  had  been  awed  by  his  prefence,  broke  into  Moefw  j 

and,  having  ravaged  that  province,  and  utterly  deftroyed  the 

city  of  lilria  or  I(iropolis»on  the  mod  fouthern  mouth  of  the 

Danube  in  Lower  MoeGa,  returned  home  unmolefled,  the 

Romans  being  then  engaged  in  a  civil  war  between  Maxi* 

minus,  Maximus,  and  Balbinus^     In  the  fourth  of  tk 

emperor   Gordian's   reign,    that   prince,   paffing  through 

Thrace  on  his  march  into  the  Eaft  againft  the  Perfians, 

overcame  the  Goths  and  Sarmatians,  and  obliged  them  i^ 

abandon  that  province,  and  retire  beyond  the  Danube  ^  la 

th?  year  260,  the  Sarmatians  and  Quadians  feized  on  great 

part  of  Dacia  and  Pannonia  ;  but  were  driven  out  by  Regil- 

lianus,  who  commanded  in  Illyricum,  and  is  faid  to  haw 

gained  feveral  viftories  over  them  in  one  day.   He  foon  after 

caufed   himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  emperor ;  but  he  was 

fcarce  feated  on  the  throne,  when  the  Roxolanians,  who 

fervcd  under  him,  revolted ;  and  their  exana^ple  being  fol- 

,  lowed  by  the  reft  of  the  army,  he  was  murdered  by  fomc 

of  his  adherents.     Aurelian,  who  was  afterwards  emperor, 

5s  faid  to  have  gained  a  fignal  vi£lory  over  the  SarmatianJ 

and  Sueves  in   the  reign  of  Claudius  s.   In  the  year  27S, 

the  emperor  Probus  marched  againft  them  in  perfon;  l^^fj 

at  his  approach,  they  retired  from  Thrac€|  where  they  had 

committed  great  ravages,  abandoned  the  booty  they  bad 

taken,  and,  intimidated  by  the  fapie  of  his  name,  feBtde* 

puties  to  fue  for  peace  ;  which  the  emperor  granted,  upos 

their  promifing  to  remain  beyond  the  Danube,  and  fuppf 

the  Roman  armies  with  a  certain  number  of  troops *"• 

They  continued  quiet  during  the  remaining  part  of  n<^ 

bus's  rfcign  ;  but  no  fooncr  heard  of  his  death,  than  tbcpfl* 

mni  are      vaded  Illyricum.     Carus,  then  emperor,  marching agaiB* 

defeated      them,  cut  fixteen  thoufand  of  them  in  pieces^  andobh|C8 

wtk  great  ^^  f^ft  to  repafs  the  Danube  ^    About  feven  years  alter 

'h'carZ.     ^^^^  event,  they  returned  with  a  numerous  army,  ^^^^^^ 

'     mitted  great  ravages  in  Thrace  and  Illyricum  j  but  Dwc  ^ 

Can,  haftening  to  the  relief  of  the  opprefTed  provinces,  de* 

feated  the  Barbarians  with  great  llaughter.   Eumeneswritej 

that,  on  this  occafion,  almoft  the  whole  nation  «^as^ 

e  Maxim. ^^^J' 
g  Aur.  Vit.  P-  *^^ 


*  Grut.  p.  151,  156.    Spon.  p.  iS5,  1S7. 
Vit.  171.  f  Gond,  Vit.  p.  165. 
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S  ^ :  bat  he  fpeaks  more  like  a  panegyrift  than  an  hiftor lan ; 
or  fome  years  after,  the  Sarmatians  dwelling  near  the  Pa* 
llis  Mseotis,  under  the  condud  of  Crifco  king  of  fiofporuSi 
broke  into  the  country  of  the  Lazians  in  Colchis,  and,  hav« 
ing  pillaged  great  part  of  Pontus,  advanced  as  far  as  the 
tialys,  a  river  of  Paphlagonia.  Conftantius,  then  only 
tribune^  but  foon  after  declared  Casfar,  was  fent  by  Diocle- 
iian  to  reftrain  their  ravages  %  but  his  army  being  far  infe- 
rior in  number  to  that  of  the  Barbarians^  he  contented 
himfelf  with  encamping  on  the  oppodte  bank  of  the  Halys» 
and  preventing  them  from  paffing  that  river.  In  the  mean 
time  Chreftus,  king  of  the  Cherfonefus,  and  vafial  of  the 
'  empire,  having  at  the  inAigation  of  Dioclefian,  entered 
Sarmatia,  and  even  taken  by  (lra:agem  the  city  of  Bofpo* 
tus,  Crifco  immediately  fued  for  peace ;  which  was  granted 
by  Condantius,  upon  his  refigning  the  booty,  and  fetting 
at  liberty  all  the  prifoners  he  had  taken.  Chreftus  at  the 
fame  time  reftored  to  him  the  booty  he  had  acquired,  and  the 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  his  wife,  and  his  concubines. 
For  this  eminent  fervice,  Diocle(ian  fent  rich  prefents  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Cherfonefus,  declared  them  free,  and 
exempted  them  from  all  tribute,  cuftbms,  and  taxes  (N). 

The  emperor  Galerius  made  war,  it  feems,  on  the  Sar-  ^heempe' 
knatiahs  ;  for  both  Zonaras  and  Ammianus  Marcellinus  tell  ''?'*  ^^t" 
Vs,  that,  feeking  the  deftruftion  of  Conftantinc,  whofc  ex-  tufaromhi 
traordinary  qualities  gave  him  great  umbrage,  he  ordered  Sarma- 
him,  in  the  Sarmatian  war,  to  engage  a  Barbarian,  who  twns* 
furpafled  all  the  others  in  ftature  and  ferocity.    Conftantine 
having  vanquifhed  and  thrown  him  on  the  ground,  dragged 
him  by  the  hair  to  the  emperor's  prefence,  and  laid  him  at 
his  feet.     In  the  fame  war,  the  emperor  having  ordered 
him  to  crofs  a  mar(h  at  the  head  of  fome  troops,  he  entered 
it  the  firft  on  horfeback,  and,  being  followed  by  his  men, 
put  great  numbers  of  the  enemy  to  the  fword,  and  gained 
a  complete  viflory  *.     About  this  period,  the  whole  nation 
of  the  Carpi  fubmitted  to  the  Romans,  being  feveral  times 
overcome,  and  reduced  to  great  diitrefsi  by  Galerius.    Dio-  The  Carpi 
clefian  tranfplanted  the  whole  nation  into  the  Roman  terri-  tranfplanu 
tories,  efpecially  into  Pannonia,  where  great  numbers  had  ^''l"^' 
been  allowed  to  fettle  in  the  reign  of  Aurelian  ".     Con-  '  ^ 

k  Pancgyr.  xi.  p.  133-  &  viii  p.  165,  107.  '  Zonar.  Vit, 

Dioc.  p.  246.    Ammian.  p.  471*  ^  Aur.  Vi£fc.  p.  525. 

(N)   This  account  we  have  161 1,  and  afcrlbed  to  Conftan- 

copied  from  a  piece,  intitled,  tine     Porphyrogenitus,     who 

Or  the  Government  of  the  Em-  reigned  in  the  £aft  in  950. 
pire,  publiflied  by  Meurfius  in 

.  Vol.  XVII.  Y  ftantine 
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ftlntine  tlic  Great,  in  the  fevtnteenth  year  of  his  rcrgn, 
gained  a  great  vidory  over  the  other  Sarmatic  nations ". 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Optatianus  writes,  that  they  were  overcome  in  feyeral  battles 
«^o.      in  tile  neighbourhood  of  Campana,  Marga,  and  Bononia, 
^^      ^**    all  three  cities  of  lUyricuin  on  the  Danube  •.  .  Raufimodes, 
The  Sar-     ^^^  ^^  ^^^  Sarmatiaii  bings,  had,  as  we  read  in  Zorimus, 
matiansde   befieged  a  city^  whrch  that  writer  does  not  name;  but  Con-' 
jeattdin     ftantinc,  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  put  the  cnemf 
/fwr^       to  flight.    Having  obliged  thofc,  who  had  made  their  t\* 
Confiau^^  cape^  to  repafs  the  Danube,  he  purfued  them  crofs  that 
^^^^      "^  river,  defeated  them  a  fecond  time,  killed  their  king  Rau- 
fimodes,  laid  wafte  their  country,  and  returned  with  an  in- 
credible number  of  captives.    The  Sarmatian  fports,  which 
were  yearly  celebrated  about  the  latter  end  of  November, 
as  appears  from  an  ancient  calendar  of  the  year  534,  pro 
babljr  took  their  rife  from  this  viftory. 
Cntiflantine      In  the  yca»  J32,  a  war  being  kindled  between  the  Gotlw 
€/>f*A'       and  Sarmatians,  the  latter  had  reCourfe  to  Conftantine,wbo 
'agaififitL  tmn^cdiately  fent  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  their  af- 
GttAu        6ftance.    Thefe,  engaging  the  Goths  on  the  twentieth  of 
April  of  this  year,  gained  a  complete  victory.    We  are 
told,  that,  in  this  war,  near  a  hundred  thoufand  Goths  pc 
riftied  either  by  the  fword,  or  by  famine.     At  length  tbejr 
concluded  a  peace>  both  with  the  Romans  and  the  Sarma' 
^ns,  Ariaric  or  Araric  their  king  delivering  up  his  fon  a$ 
tn  hoftage  p,  and  fupp lying  the  Roman  armies  \vith  a  bod; 
of  forty  thouCand  Goths ;  which  corps  was,  for  fomc  agc8» 
kept  entire  and  complete,  and  ferved  under  the  name  of 
Sooiderati,  or  allies^.    The  Sarmatians^   finding  thefhad 
nothing  now  to  fear  from  the  Gothsj  with  the  utmoft  ingra* 
titttde,  turned  their  arms  againft  their  friends  and  benefac* 
tom>  making  fnsquent  inroads  into  the  territories  of  the  S^* 
PttHtflmibj  mans,  to  whom  they  owed  their  deliverance.    G)nftaftti«c» 
hvnfor       provoked  at  their  condtift,  marched  againft  them  at  the  he^d 
^traii'iude    ^  *  powerful  army,  and,  hating  put  them  to  ftight,  cntcreJ 
their  country,  which  he  ravaged  wkh  fire  and  fword.  Ho«^ 
ever,  upon  their  fubaiitting^  and  prothifing  to  ferrt  the 
empire  with  fidelity,  rh^  emperor  put  a  ftop  to  all  hoftlH* 
ties,  and,  quitting  their  cMntry,  fepafled  the  D&nube'. 
Two  years  after,  the  Sarmstiati^  were  attacked  again  hjrtte 
Goths,  under  the  conditft  of  their  king  Geb«ri€,  th«  ft^ 
ceflbr  of  Araric.    The  war  laftcd  fom«  ycaHs;  but  at  m 
the  Sarmatians  were  totally  defeated  on  the  banks  of  th^ 
Sfarifu^  iti  Dacia. 

•  Eof.  lib.  ii.  p.  €%o*  ♦  Optat.  cap.  13.  P  Artimii«' 

p.  47a.     ,  q  Jorn.  Rcr.  Gotb.cap.  ti.  p*  ^40.  Socrat.p.4^« 
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In  tlii^  battle,  the  Sarmatians  loft  their  king  Wifimar, 
and  with  him  the  flower  of  their  nobility,  and  fuch  numbers 
of  men,  that   they  were  obliged  to  arm  their  flaves  ;  who 
indeed  defeated   the  Goths  ;  but  then,  turning  their  arms  They  are 
againft, their  mafter3i  drove  them  quite  out  of  their  native  '^^^'^f^  out 
country,  and  feized  on  their  lands  and  pofleflions.     Thefe  ^f^^^^^ 
flaves  are  by  Ammianus  and  St.  Jerom  •  ftyled  Limigantes.  /^^,>^ 
The  former  relates,  that  the  free-born  among  the  Sarma-  jlavet* 
tians  were  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Acaragantes     The 
Sarmatians,  thus  expelled  by  their  flavcs,  had  recourfc  to 
Conftantine,   who  received  three   hundred  thoufand   into 
the  empire,  incorporated  fome  among  bis  troops,  and  to 
the  others  allowed  lands  in  the  provinces  bordering  on  the 
Danube,  and  in  Italy  itfe^f  *.     Some  of  them  took  refuge 
amongft  other  Barbarians,  by  Ammianus  called  Vi6^ohales  ", 
and  by  moft  writers  thought  to  be  the  fame  people  with  the 
Quadi  Uitramontani,  or  the  Qu^adians  beyond  ihc  moun- 
tains Sudeti  or  Suditi,  which  part  the  country  of  the  Q^adi 
from  that  of  the  Marcomaas,  at  prefent  the  mountains  of 
Bohemia.     The  Sarmatians,  wbo  took  refuge  among  the 
Q£adian$,  in  the  year  355*  made  an  irruption  into  Pan^ 
Donia,  in  conjutiAion  with  the  Quadians ;    and,  having 
pillaged  both  that  province  aod  Upper  Moefia,  returned  un- 
moleft^d^  with  an  imnie<i(e  booty  v.    Two  years  after  this 
expedition,  they  laid  wafte  the  fame  province^,  while  the 
Sueves  coojimitted  dreadful  ravages  in  Rhaetia,  and  the 
Quadiafid  in  Valeria,  a  province  of  lilyricum.     Conftan- 
tius,  who  was  then  at  Rome  ',  fet  out  in  great  hade  to  op« 
pofe  the  Barbarians,  who  threatened  Italy  itfelf ;  but  they 
were  no  fooner  inlbnned  of  his  arrival  at  Milan,  than  they 
retired  with  precipitation.    However,  the  emperor  advanced 
98  far  as  Sirmium,  and  had  feveral  conferences  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  nations  dwelling  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Baaube,  who  all  promifed  to  live  in  peace  and  amity  with 
the  empire. 

But  in  the  following  winter,  while  the  Danube  was  fro-  7key  break 
zeni  lunnindful  of  their  promifes,  they  feieed  that  oppor-  into  the  em» 
tunity,  and,  entering  Mtefia  and  Pannoniji,  pillaged  thofe  P^^^  * 
provinces,  while  the  Alemans,  notwithftatiding  the  peace 
they  had  lately  concluded  widi  the  empire,  laid  wafte  Rhse- 
lia.     Againft  the  Alemans  Conftantius  difpatched  Barbatio ; 
but  s^ainft  the  Sarmatians,  who  had  been  joined  by  the 
Qjt^diaas,  he  marched  in  perfon,  leaving  Sirmium,  where 
he  had  paAed  the  winter.    The  Barbarians  retired  at  his 

t  Hier.Chron«      ^  Eufeb.  p.  519.      v  Amrniah.  lib.  xvii.  p.  xo6. 
V  2k>f«  p.  702.  «  Ammia^n.  p.  7s,  &.feq, 
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approach ;  but  the  emperor,  having  pafled  the  Danube  on 
a  bridge  of  boats*  entered  their  country,  and  hid  it  wafte 
to  a  great  extent.     The  Sarmatians  came  in  great  numbers 
to  Conftantius,  pretending  to  fue  for  peace  ;  but  their  real 
defign  was  to  attack  the  Romans  by  furprize.    Of  this  the 
emperor  had  timely  notice,  and  therefore  ordered  his  troops 
to  fall  upon  them  as  they  approached }  a  fervice  which  thef 
hut  COM'      performed  accordingly,   and  killed   great  numbers,    'fhe 
€iitde  a        reft  fubmitted  to  Conftantius,  who  concluded  a  peace  with 
Pf^^^  ^^^  them,  upon  their  fetting  at  liberty  all  the  prifoners  they  bad 
^CohSoM'^  taken,  and  delivered  up  hoftages  as  a  furety  for  their  future 
tws.  condu£l.     The  Sarmatians  reaped  in  the  end  great  advan- 

tages from  this  war.  They  had  been  driven  from  their  own 
country  by  their  flaves  in  334,  as  we  have  hinted  above,  and 
obliged  to  take  refuge  among  the  Quadxans,  who  treated 
them  as  their  fubje&s.  From  this  fubjeQion  thejr  were  de- 
livered by  Conftantius,  who  declared  them  free,  appointed 
one  Zizais,  a  prince  of  their  own  nation,  to  reign  over 
them,  and  re-eftabliflicd  them  in  their  ancient  country;  for 
the  flaves,  by  whom  they  had  been  expelled,  having  ravaged 
the  neighbouring  provinces,  Conftantius  made  war  upon 
them,  and  reduced  them  to  great  difficulties.  In  this  dif- 
trefs  the  Limigantes  (for  fo  thofe  flaves  vvere  called)  came 
in  great  numbers  to  the  emperor,  imploring  peace ;  but  re- 
folved  at  the  fame  to  fall  unexpeftedly  upon  the  Romans, 
if  they  could  not  obtain  it  upon  honourable  terms.  This 
defign  Conftantius  fufpei^ed,  and  therefore  ordered  htf 
troops  to  furround  them  infenfibly,  while  they  were  yet 
fpeaking.  When  they  had  finifhed  their  fpecch,  Conftan* 
tius  told  them  upon  what  terms  he  was  willing  to  grant 
them  peace  ;  which  they  rejefting,  began  to  handle  their 
arms.  This  commotion  the  Romans,  who  watched  them 
narrowly^  no  fooner  obferved,  than  they  attacked  them 
fword  in  hand,  and  cut  moft  of  them  in  pieces,  notonej 
out  of  fo  great  a  multitude,  calling  for  quarter,  orofienng 
to  fubmit  y.  After  this  maflacre,  the  Romans  entering  their 
country  onrone  fide,  and  the  Sarmatians,  their  anpicnt  »«• 
.  tcrs,  on  the  other,  a  dreadful  havbck  was  made  of  the  in- 
habitants, without  diftin£kion  of  fex  or  age. 
,  Thus  the  Limigantes  were  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  acW 
the  terms,  however  fevere,  that  were  oflercd  them.  Tn^ 
were,  that  tbcy  (hould  quit  the  country,  which  thcjr  nw 
feized  on,  and  held  with  the  utmoft  injuftice,  and  retire  w 
another  at  a  great  di'ftance  from  the  empire.  The  cottntfj 
which  they  abandoned  was,  by  Conftantius,  reftored  to 

y  Ammian.  p«  ioa«  .  . 
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ancient  proprietors,  who  fettled  there  again,  twenty-four  Vr.  ©f  Fl. 
years  after  they  had  been  driven  out  by  their  rebellious       2706. 
ilaves.     For  thefe  great  aichievements  the  vi£lorious  empe-  A.  D.  358, 
ror  Conftantius  took  the  furname  of  Sarmaticus.    The  Sar-  Zli  " 

matians,  notwithflanding  the  great  obligations  they  owed  rgfil^^'i^ 
the  Romans,  a  few  years  after  broke  into  Pannonia,  5ind  Conflan- 
laid  wade  that  province^  while  the  Roman  troops  were  em-  tius. 
ployed  againd  t^he  Alemans  in  Rhsetia  ^   In  374  they  joined 
the  Quadians,  and,  in  conjunction  with  them,  cpmrhitced 
dreadful  ravages  in  Pannonia,  and  from  thence  advanced 
into  Upper  MoeGa ;  but  were  there  defeated  with  great 
{laughter  by  Theodofius,  afterwards  emperor.     In  the  year 
376,  Athanaric,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Goths,  being  forced 
by  the  Hunns  to  abandon  his  own  country,  retired  with 
his  people  to  a  place  called  Caucalanda,  difpoiTeiling.  the 
Sarin atians,  to  whom  it  belonged.    In  378  the  Sarmatians, 
informed  that  the  Goths,  who  had  been  admitted  by  Va- 
lens  into  the  empire,  had  taken  up  arms  againft  the  Romans, 
refolved  to  pafs  the  Danube,  and  join  them  ;  but  Theodo- 
fius, afterwards  emperor,  meeting  them  in  Thrace,  defeated 
them  with  great  flaughter.    The  viftory  is  faid  to  have  been 
fo  complete,  that  Gratian,  then  emperor,  could  not  believe 
the  account  which  Theodofius  himfelf  gave  upon  bis  return 
to  court,  till  he  was  informed  of  the  truth  by  perfons  fent 
on  purpofe  to  view  the  field  of  battle  *.     la  the  year  407 
they  entered  Gaul,  with  the  Vandals,  Sueves,  Franks,  Bur« 
gundians,  and  other  Barbarians,  and  committed  dreadful 
devailation.     Thofe  who  remained  in  Sarmatia  were  after- 
wards fubdued  by  Attila,  and  ferved,  with  their  princes,  in 
his  army,  when  he  invaded  Gaul  in  451  ^     Upon  that 
prince's  death,  they  fhook  ofi^  the  yoke  j  and,  having  rccor 
vered  their  ancient  liberty,  fubmitted  to  Marcian,  then  em- 
peror, who  allowed  them  to  fet.tle  in  Pannonia,  Moefia,  and 
the  other  provinces  bordering  on  the  Danube,  where  they 
continued  quiet,  till  they  were  reduced  by  the  Goths.  Thofe 
who  refided  among  the  Goths  became,  in  procefs  of  time, 
.  one  nation  with  them.     From  thofe  who  remained  in  Sar- 
matia, the  prefent  Poles  and  Tartars  are  thought  to  havc^ 

V.he  iJacians* 

THE  Dacians  were,  according  to  Jornandes%  a  Gothic  fktDm* 
nation,  who  came  originally  out  of  Scandinavia,  and,  fet-  cmm. 
tUng  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Palus  Mocotis,  fubdued  ^ktw  m^ 
Scythia,  Moefia,  Thrace,  and  Dacia,  expelling  the  ancient  gnu 

*  Ammian.  lib.  xxvi.  p.  115.  •  Tbcodoret.  lib.  v.  cap.  5, 

p.  710.       i>  Jorn.  p.  6S5— 6S8,       ^  Jorn*  Rer.  Get.  lib»  v« 
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inhabttantii  This  account  fecms  agreeable  to  wli4t  we  read 
in  Herodotus,  that  the  ancient  Scythians,  who,  coming  out 
of  Syria,  had  croffed  the  Araites,  and  fettled  in  the  coun- 
try which  was  afterwards  called  Scythia,  were,  in  proccfs 
ot  timet  driven  from  their  feats  by  the  Cimmerians,  that  is, 
by  the  Goths*  who,  according  to  Jornandes,  fettled  firft  in 
Cimmeria.  Dio  obfcrves,  that  the  fame  people  were  called 
Dacians  by  the  Romans,  and  Getes  by  the  Grccb  *  5  and 
Juitin,  the  compiler  of  Trogus  Pompeius,  fays,  in  cxprcfs 
terms,  that  the  Dacians  were  the  offspring  of  the  Getes*. 
Now,  that  the  Getes  and  Goths  were  the  fame  people,  wc 
have  fufl&ciently  proved  above,  in  our  hiftory  of  the  Gotk 
The  Dacians,  in  more  ancient  times,  were  known  by  ik 
Yiame  of  Davi  j  for  the  termination  iiava  was  common  to 
moft  of  their  towns  ami  cities,  as  Comidava,  Sergidava, 
DecidavS)  and  Marcidava ;  and  the  names  of  Geta  and 
Davus  were,  among  the  Athenians,  peculiar  to  flavcs, 
who  ufualiy  bore  the  name  of  the  nation  to  which  they  be- 
longed. 
TAiir  ccun  •  The  ancient  country  of  the  Dacians  confiprifed  the  pr?* 
'C^*  fent  Moldavia,  Valachia,  and  part  of  Tranfylvania.   The 

whole  nation  was  afterwards  tranfpianted  into  Iliyricumbjf 
the  emperor  Aurelian,  and  the  country  they  poflcffcd  there 
is  the  Dacia  of  which  the  authors  fpeak,  who  wrot^inthc 
foanh  and  fif^h  centuries,  the  Goths  being  then  maftcrs^of 
ancient  Dacia.  The  Dacians  were  deemed  the  ftsoft  war* 
like  and  formidable  of  all  the  barbarous  nations,  not  onlf 
on  account  of  their  natural  courage,  and  great  ftrcngtki 
,^hich  enabled  them  to  endure  the  toils  of  war,  but  bccanfe 
they  beheid  death,  not  as  the  end  of  the  prefent,  but  as  the 
beginning  of  a  more  happy  life;  whence  they  were  as  rcad^ 
fays  the  emperor  Julian,  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  grcatcu 
TA«>r«/-  dangers,  as  to  undertake  a  journey  ^  The  Dacians  wcrt 
»^^""  governed  by  their  own  kjngs,  and  agreed  in  cuftoms,  man* 
'  ners,  laws,  and  religion,  with  the  other  Gothic  nations,  or 

whom  we  have  already  fpoken.  The  firft  of  thfir  kingsj^ 
find  mentioned  in  hiftory  is  Oroles,  in  whofc  reign  the; 
made  war  upon  the  Baftamse  j  but,  pot  having  bcbafcd^ 
a  certain  occafion  with  their  ufual  courage,  the  krngj^"! 
way  of  punifliment,  ordered  them  to  lay  their  heads,  when 
they  flept,  where  their  feet  (hould  lie,  and  to  perfoon^^ 
fame  offices  about  their  wives  which  it  was  cufton^^^frj 
their  wives  to  perform  about  theto,  tillf  by  a  raor^  g«» 
behaviour,  they  had  retrieved  their  loft  reputation^* 

^  Dio.  lib.  ixvii.  p.  701.  e  Juftim  Kb.  xxjij.         ^M*^* 

P*  39>  ^9*       s  Jtiftin.  iib,  xxxii. 
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tn  the  reign  of  Auguftos  they  broke  firftltito  the  empire^  T^hiirh*    , 
but  in  what  place  we  are  not  told.     AH  we  know  is  that,  ^»/>''<>«' 
at  the  approach  of  Drufus,  fent  againft  them  by  Augiuftus,  ""^y^' 
then  in  Gaul,  they  retired  to  their  owti  coimtry  ^    In  the 
year  of  the  Chriftian  aera  69,  the  legions  quartered  in  Moefia 
being  ordered  into  Italy  by  Otho,  to  inakc  he?id  againft  Vi- 
telHus,  the  Daeians,  who  dwelt  beyond  the  Danube,  and 
never  allowed  the  Romans  any  refpite,  but  when  they  did 
not  think  it  fafe  to  attack  them,  embracing  that  oppprtu- 
nity,  crofled  the  Danube,  and  entering  Moefia,  conquered 
part  of  that  province  ;   but  Mucianus,  pafling  foon  after 
through  Moefia,  on  his  march  from  the  Eaftintq  Italy,  ob- 
liged them  to  abandon  the  country  they  had  feizcd,  leaving 
"Fontelas  Agrippa,  formerly  proconful  of  Afia,  with  a  body 
of  troops,  to  awe  the  Barbarians  *.   ^  In  the  following  year, 
Agrippa  being  ktlied  by  the  Sarmatians,  the  Daciags  broke 
1B40  Panfionia,  and,  having  plundered  that  province,  ad- 
vanced into  Moefia,  where  they  joined  thjp  Sarm^ti^n^  \  but 
v^cre  foon  after  repulfed  with  great  (laughter  by  Rubrijis 
Oatlus,  whom  Vefpafian,  then  emperpr,   had   difpatched 
againft  them.     About  the  year  86,  the  Dacians  having  ra- 
vaged the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  committed  great 
cruekies,  Domkian,  then  emperor,  refojved  to  rnarch  againft 
tfeem  in  perfon.     Duras  was  at  that  time  king  pf  the  Da- 
cians  ;  but  he,  by  an  inftance  of  moderatiop  feldom  to  bp 
found  in  hiftory,  voluntarily  furrendlcred  the  fovereignty  to 
Decebalus,  becaufe  he  thought  him  better  quAlilie^  for  ft 
than  himfelf :  and  indeed  Decebalus  was,  according  to  Dio, 
one  of  the  heft  commanders  of  his  time ;  knew  what  was 
proper  to  be  done,  and  how  it  ought  to  be  put  in  execu- 
tion ;  was  very  (kilful  both  in  attacking  and  retiring,  in  lay- 
ing ambufcades,  and  engaging  in  the  open  field ;  and  was 
never  at  a  lofs  how  to  improvp  a  viftory,  or  hQw  to  fupport 
hrmftlf  when  conquered. 

We  have  related  the  particijlars  of  this  war  in  the  hif- 
tory of  Doraitian's  reign,  and  therefore  ftxall  pnly  obferve 
in  this  place,  that  the  Dacians,  in  the  firft  battle  they 
fought,  totally  defeated  Appius  or  OpftiusjS^binns,  governor  Vr.  of  fl. 
of  Moe^,  who  was  killed  in  the  engagement;   th^t  upon       »^14- 
hh  death,  and  the  ruin  of  his  arjny»  they  laid  wafte,  with-   ^'  ^'  *^» 
o«t  controu!,  all  Mceiia,  and  reduced  feveral  oftles  and  -.,  - 

other  forts ;  that  Domitian,  to  put  a  ftpp  to  their  ravages,  jhpi^s  Sm^ 
haftened  into  Illy ricum,  with  almoft  all  the  forces  of  the  binust*mitk 
empire ;  that  Dccebaltis  fent  deputies  to  treat  of  peace ;  but  *w  mrwy. 
the  emperor,  reje£ti|ig  his  propofals,  difpatched  Cornelius 

^  Dio,  lib.  liv.  p.  546,  V  Tacit.  Kb*  ill,  cap.  46.  p,  73,  74. 
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Fafcust  then  prefeAns  prxtorio,   againfl  him,  with  the 
flower  of  his  army,  who  having  paffcd  the  Danube,  and  en- 
gaged the  Dacians,  was  cut  off  by  them,  with  almofl  his 
whole  army.     This  overthrow  obliged  Domitian,  who  was 
already  returned  to  Rome,  to  haften  into  lUyricum ;  whence 
he  detached  one  of  his  generals,  named  Julian,  againft  the 
enemy,  not  daring  to  expofe  his  own  perfon.    Julian  gained 
a  complete  vi£lory,  and  put  fuch  numbers  of  the  Dacians 
to  the  fword,  that  Decebalus,  no  longer  able  to  keep  the 
field,  difpatched  ambafladors  once  more  to  fue  for  peace; 
which  Domitian  would  not  grant  upon  any  terms:  butia 
the  mean  time,  indeed  of  improving  his  late  vidory,  and 
prefGng  Decebalus,  already  reduced  to  great  diifarefs,  be 
turned  his  arms  againil  the  Marcomans  and  Quadians;  and 
Dmttian     being  by  the  former  defeated,  and  put  to  flight,  he  was  glad 
'(h^mtful  ^  ^^  conr^e  to  an  agreement  with  Decebalus ;  and  accordingly 
fiace  with  granted  more  advantageous  tern^s  than  be  could  have  aiked 
///*».  pr  expefled. 

Yr.  of  Fl.       Decebalus,  refleSing  on  the  h^^  fituation  of  his  affairs, 
»43'-      thought  proper  to  accept  the  emperor*s  offers  i  but  inftead 
^'    *  ^^\  pf  waiting  upon  him,  as  Domitian  defired,  he  ^ippointed  his 
'  brother  Diegis  to  reprefent  his  perfon.    Diegis  delivered  up 

•to  the  emperor  fome  arms,  and  a  fmall  nqmberofprifooerS) 
and  received  from  his  hands  the  diadem,  in  his  brother's 
name  ^.  The  emperor,  befides,  agreed  to  pay  to  Deceba- 
lus a  yearly  fiim  \  and  fent  him,  at  his  requeft,  a  great 
number  of  artificers'of  all  profeflions,  fuch  efpecially  as 
were  fkilful  in  the  art  of  contriving  and  making  military 
engines.  This  yearly  penfion  was  punfiually  paid  as  long 
^s  Domitian  lived.  After  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  Do* 
p^itian  caufed  a  magnificent  monument  to  be  ereftedin  the 
(country  pf  the  Dacians  in  honour  of  Fufcus,  who  was  there 
killed. 

The  yearly  fum  which  Domitian  had  agreed  to  pay  ^0 

Decebalus,  was  tranfmitted  to  him  during  the  reign  qH«^^ 

prince,  and  likewife  the  reign  of  his  fucceflbr  Nerva;  hut 

Trajanv  who  fucceeded  Nerva,  would  not  fubmittothat 

fliameful  tribtttc,  as  he  called  it,  alleging  that  be  had  not 

^h^ffixi   been  conquered  by  Depebalus.    In  (:onfequence  of  this  re- 

^H  part  of   fufal  the  Dacian$  began  to  prepare  for  war,  foliciting  tKC 

the  country  peighbouring  nations  to  join  them,  efpecially  the  lazygiao^* 

l&Lhans,   ?^  ^^^^  ^^'"^  ^  powerful  and  warlike  people ;  but  they  f" 

*   clining,  under  various  pretences,  to  break  with  the  PPJF''^' 

Decetalus  made  war  firft  upoi^  them,  and  feized  a  confide* 

k  Tac  Vit.  Agr.  cap.  41.  p.  151.  Suet,  in  Dom.  cap.  ^-  P-  fV"^^^'. 
Jl^r.  Goth.  cap.  it.  p.  629.  Dio,  li^.  Ixviii.  p.  773  &  lib.  Uvi^'P*?  ♦^ 
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;iblc  part  of  their  country,  which  Trajan,  after  he  had  con- 
quered  the  Dacians,  refufed  to  rellore.  though  they  had  Ipfl: 
it  for  their  fidelity  to  the  Romans.  Decebalus  foon  after 
turned  his  arms  againft  the  Romans,  and,  paiTing  the  Da- 
nube, began  to  plunder  the  neighbouring  provinces.  Tra- 
jan was  not  difpleafed  with  thcfe  hoftilitics  ;  for  he  wanted 
only  a  pretence  to  make  war  on  the  Dacians,  of  whofe 
growing  power  he  was  extremely  jealous.  Befides,  he  was 
informed,  that  Decebalus  maintained  a  friendly  correfpon- 
dence  with  Pacorus.  king  of  the  Parthians,  whom  he  had 
prefented  with  Callidromus,  taken  in  Moefia  by  one  of  his 
lieutenants  during  the  war  with  Domitian. 

The  good  underftanding  between  |h<&fe  two  powers  gave  Yr.  of  FI, 
Trajan  great  uncafinefs.     He  therefore  no  fooner  heard      2'45o- 
that  Decebalus  had  committed  hoftilities  in  the  Roman  ter-  ^*  ^"  '®*» 
ritories  than,  aflembling  a  formidable  army,  he  marched,  -.,  . 
with  incredible  expedition,  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube;  ^y^^ 
paiied  that  river  without  oppofition,  Decebalus  not  being  Trajan* 
apprifed  of  his  arrival ;  and  entering  Dacia,  defolated  the 
country  with  fire  and  fword.     Decebalus,  however,  not  in 
the  leaft  difmayed,  having  armed  the  youth  of  the  country, 
rn  arched  boldly  to  meet  Trajan :  a  bloody  engagement  enfued, 
in  which  great  numbers  fell  on  both  fides  ;  but  the  Romans 
g^iined  the  vifbory.     It  was  on  this  occafion  that,  linen  be- 
ing wanted  to  bind  the  wounds  of  the  Romans,  Trajan  tore 
his  own  robes  to  fupply  that  want.    The  emperor,  purfu- 
ing  the  advantages  of  his  viftory,  followed  the  enemy  clof(^, 
and  not  allowing  them  time  to  levy  new  forces,  haraiJed 
,  them  without  int^rmifiion  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  Decebalus 
was  at  length  obliged  to  fend  deputies  with  propofals  for  an 
accommodation.      Trajjin   appointed   Licinius    Sura   and 
Claudius  Libianus,  to  treat  with  them ;  but  the  deputies  not 
agreeing,  Trajan  purfued  his  ravages,  advancing  from  hiU 
to  bill}. not  without  great  danger,  till  he  arrived  in  the 
neighl^Qi^rbood  of  Zermizegethufa,  the  metropolis  of  Dacia. 
On- tl^^e  other  hand,  Maximus,  one  of  the  emperor's  genc- 
rals/  reduced  feveral  places,  in  one  of  which  he  took  the 
filler  of  Decebalus  prifoner,  and  recovered  a  Roman  ftand- 
ard,  which  bad  been  loil  when  Fufcus  was  defeated  and 
killed  in  the  reign  of  Domitian.     Thus  Decebalus  was  ob- 
liged at  lafl  to  fuj)|iiit,  and  comply  wi(h  the  terms,  which 
'J>ajan  thought  fit  to  prefcribe. 

Neverthelefs,  in  three  years,  he  renewed  the  war ;  but 
being  yanquiflied  by  Trajan  in  feveral  encounters,  and 
ftripped  of  his  dominions,  he  chofe  rather  to  put  an  end 
to  his  life,  thaij  to  live  in  futjedion.  His  head  was  im- 
fjjediately  brought  tQ  Tf^jan,  and  fent  to  Rome.    .  Upon 
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the  itmh  of  Decebalus,  Dacia  was  entirely  fubdued,  tvA 
reduced  to  a  Roman  province.  The  emperor  caufed  fe^ 
veral  caftles  to  be  built  in  the  country,  in  which  he  placed 
garrifons,  to  keep  the  inhabitants  in  fubjeAion.  He  likewiie 
planted  a  great  number  of  colonies,  diftributing  lands  among 
the  poor  citizens  of  Rome,  and  other  Italians,  who  were 
willing  to  fettle  in  Dacia.  The  Hungarian  writers  mention 
fcveral  cities  in  their  country,  and  like  wife  in  Tranfylvania, 
which  on  this  occadon  were  built  or  peopled '  by  the  Ro- 
mans. Dacia,  thus  reduced  to  a  province,  was  governed  by 
a  Roman  magiftrate,  with  the  title  of  pro-praetor,  as  appears 
from  fome  ancient  infcriptions  ^ 

The  emperor  Adrian,  who  fucceeded  Trajan,  wasift- 
clined  to  abandon  Dacia  ;  but  the  regard  he  had  for  the  Ro« 
man  citizens,  who  had  fettled  there  in  great  numbers,  made 
him  alter  the  refolution  he  had  taken.  However,  to  prevent 
the  Barbarians  on  the  other  fide  the  Danube  from  invading 
the  Roman  territories,  hecaufed  the  famous  bridge  tobcde- 
ftroycd,  which  his  predeceffor  had  built  over  that  river.  In 
the  fir  ft  year  of  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  the  Dacians 
attempted  to  (hake  off  the  yoke  ;  but  the  rebellion  wasfoon 
quelled  by  the  generals,  whom  the  emperor  difpatchcd 
againft  them  ".  In  168  they  joined  the  AlemaDS,  Marco- 
mans,  Quadians,  and  Sarmatians,  againft  theemfHre;  but 
the  two  emperors,  M.  Aurelius  and  L.  Verus,  marcbiBg 
a"r?.inft  -them,  they  fubmitted.  In  180,  twelve  thonfaDd 
Dacians  being  driven  out  of  their  country  by  other  Barba- 
rians, Sabinianus,  governor  of  that  province,  prevailed  upott 
them  to  fettle  in  another  part  of  Dacia,  whi!e  they  were 
in  full  march  to  join  the  Alemans,  then  at  war  witbtbc 
Romans  ^.  In  the  reign  of  Caracalla,  the  Dacians  fem 
to  have  revolted  again  5  for  we  arc  told,  that  fomeftif- 
mifties  were  fought  between  them  and  that  prince,  and 
that  they  gave  hoftages,  as  a  pledge  of  their  future  fide- 
lity ^  Upon  the  reduction  of  Dacia  in  105,  great  num- 
bers of  the  natives,  abandoning  thdr  ancient  coant'f* 
fettled  among  the  neighbouring  Barbarians.  Tbefe  wade 
frequent  inroads  into  the  empire,  with  the  SarmatianJ) 
Quadians,  and  Alemans;  a"^  their  defcendents,  in  ^"J 
yeign  of  Maximinus,  joining  the  Sarmatians,  cofliroitted 
dreadful  ravages  in  the  Roman  provinces  bordering  on  tfte 
Danube  ;  but  were,  in  all  likelihood,  repulfcd  wiA  p^ 
lofs  by  the  emperor,  fince,  the  year  after  they  m^^^\  ^"^ 
empire,  Macrinus  took  the  titles  of  Sarm^ticus  and  Dac'C'^^* 
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as  appears  from  feveral  infcriptions  found  in  France  and 
Spain  P. 

In  the  year  165,  the  thirteenth  of  Galicnus,  the  Gotfas, 
and  other  barbarous  nations,  made  themfelves  mafters  o? 
Dacia  ;  for  the  lofs  of  that  province  is  reckoned  among  the  , 
many  misfortunes  of  that  prince's  unhappy  reign  ^.    About  Yr,  of  FU 
nine  years  after,  it  was  in  great  part  recovered  by  Aure-      *_^*** 
lian  \  but  he  finding  he  could  not  maintain  it  in  the  midft  r^^^^ 

of  fo  many  barbarous  nations  without  an  immenfe  charge,  /)^„^  ^^. 
■withdrew  the  troops  appointed  to  defend  it,  and  with  \htvci  yond  the 
the  inhabitants  and  their  families,  allotting  them  latids  in  Danube  «. 
Mocfia  and  Dardania,  which  he  made  a  new  province,  called  *^«^»^ 
like  wife  Dacia,  and  by  Laftantius  New  Dacia.     This  pro-  u^fi*^* 
vinee  lay  on  the  Roman  fide  of  the  Danube,  and  is  placed 
by  Vopifcus  between  the  two  Mcefias.     It  comprifed,  ac- 
cording to  Sanfon,'part  of  the  prefent  Bulgaria  and  Servia, 
and  had  Sardica  for  its  metropolis.     The  Goths  appear  to 
have  feieed  on  the  ancient  Dacia  abandoned  by  Aurelian. 
Thus  were  the  ancient  Dacians  either  tranfplanted  into  the 
Roman  territories,  or  difperfed  among  the  neighbouring 
Barbarians  beyond  the  Danube,  with  whom  they  became 
one  nation, 

The  Lombards. 

THE  Longobards,  Langobards,  or  Lombards,  who,  in  The  Lorn* 
procefs  of  time,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Italy,  and  from  ^^^^* 
whom  pait  of  that  country,  formerly  known  by  the  name 
of  Cifalplne  Gaul,  is  ftill  called  Lombardy,  are  firft  men- 
tioned in  hiftory  by  Profper  Aquitanus,  biibop  of  Rhegium, 
in  the  year  379.     That  writer,  beginning  a  chronic^e  of  his 
pwn  compofition,  in  the  faid  year,  after  having  copied  that 
of  St.  Jerom,  as  far  as  it  goes,  tells  us  that  the  Lombards, 
abandoning  the  moft  diftant  coafts  of  the  ocean,  and  their 
native  country  l>candinavia,  and  feeking  new  fettlements,  as 
they  were  overftocked  with  people  at  home,  attacked,  and 
overcame  about  this  time  the  Vandals,  then  in  Germany. 
They  were  headed  by  two  chiefs,  named  Iboreus  and  Aio- 
jitis  ;  upon  whofe  death  they  created  Agilmund,  fon  to  the 
latter,  their  firft  king,    who  reigned  thirty- three  years  ^ 
It  is  to  be  obfervcd,  that  long  before  Profper's  time,  mention 
is  made  of  a  people  named  Longobards ;  for  that  natne 
pccurs  in  Ptolemy,  Tacitus,  and  Strabo  ;  even  Maroboduus, 
who  was  cotntemporary  with  Auguftus,  is  ftylcd  king  of 
the  Sueves,  Marcomans,  and  Longobards,  by  Tacitus  ^    In 

pGrut.  p.  151  &  15s.  Spon.  p.  1S6,  q  Aiir.  V\&,  Eutrop* 
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the  time  of  Tiberius  they  entered  into  an  alliance  with  tKe 
Cherufcanst  under  the  conduct  of  the  celebrated  Arminius, 
and  made  war  upon  Maroboduus,  from  whom  they  had  re- 
volted ^  In  the  year  170,  the  ninth  of  M.  Aurelius** 
reign,  fix  thoufand  of  thefe  people,  who  had  pafled  the 
Danube,  and,  in  conjunftion  wi,th  the  Marcomans,  invaded 
the  Roman  dominions,  were  defeated  by  Vindex  and  Can- 
didus  ". 

But  thefe  Longobards,  by  moft  geographers  placed  be- 
tween the  Elbe  and  the  Oder,  were,  according  to  Grotius,. 
a  German  nation,  and  a  quite  different  people  from  the 
Longobards  who  arc  mentioned  by  Profper,  and  after- 
wards fettled  in  Italy ".  The  latter  were,  according  to 
Paul  Warnefrid,  deacon  of  Aquileia,  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Paul  us  Diaconus,  and  the  moft  credible  wri- 
t^rs>  originally  a  Gothic  nation,  and  the  fame  with  the 
Gepidae,  who  coming,  with  other  Goths,  out  of  Scandi- 
navia by  fea,  flopped  at  the  mouth  of  the  Viftula,  or  the 
Wiefl'er.  From  thence  they  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  and  fixing  there,  infefted,  as  wc  read  in  Vopif- 
CUb',  the  Roman  territories  with  frequent  incurfions.  In 
procefs  of  time  the  Gepidse  quarrelled  among  therofeWcs, 
and  from  this  difTenfion  fprung  the  Longobards,  who  are, 
therefore,  as  SalmaGus  and  Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus* 
obferve,  called  fometimes  Gepidae,  and  fometimes  Longo- 
bards. They  wandered  from  place  to  place,  often  fliifting 
their  habitations,  and  were  therefore  called  Winili,  that  is, 
Wanderers.;  which  denomination  has  induced  fomc  writers 
to  think,  that  the  Lombards  and  Vandals,  named  alfo  Wi- 
nili, were  the  fame  people.  As  thefe  two  nations  were  con- 
ilantly  changing  th^ir  fituation,  they  were  indifcriminately 
called  Winili  or  Wanderers ;  but  though  agreeing  in  name, 
they  continued  to  be  two  diftin£l  nations.  The  learned  Sher- 
jngham  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Longobards  mentioned  bjr 
Strabo,  Tacitus,  and  Ptolemy,  were  of  Gothic  extraftion; 
and  that  they  were  left  in  Germany  by  the  celebrated  Wo* 
den,  on  his  march  through  that  country  from  Scytbia  into 
Scandinavia ;  but  at  the  fame  time  that  writer  allows  the 
Lombards,  who  afterwards  fubdued  Italy,  to  have  been  % 
different  nation,  which  migrated  fevcral  ages  after  out  of 
Scandinavia,  their  common  country  S 

The  name  of  Longobards  fome  derive  from  the  word  W 
or  lache^  fignifying  in  the  German  language,  water^  k* 
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Caufe  tHe  Lombards,  while  in  Scandinavia,  lived  in  marflidS, 
or  near  the  fea  "f.  Others  think  it  comes  from  the  two  Ger- 
man  words  langen  bargen^  or  hellebarden^  that  is,  from  the 
long  halberds y  which  they  fuppofe  to  have  been  ufed  by 
tfaem  ;  but  Paulus  Diaconus,  who  was  himfelf  a  Lombard, 
chough  born  in  Italy,  tells  us,  that  they  were  called  Ijongo- 
bards  from  the  length  of  their  beards  \  and  with  him  Con- 
ftantine  Porphyrogenitus  *,  Otho  Frifingenfis  *,  Gunterus'*, 
and   Grotius^  agree.     After   they  had  wandered  through 
feveral  countries,  (hifting  their  feats,  they  fettled  in  Panno- 
nia,  which  they  pofleffed  for  the  fpace  of  forty-two  years,  and 
then  marching  into  Italy,  under  the  conduft  of  their  king 
Atboinifs,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  greater  part  of 
that  country.     We  have   obferved  above,  that  upon  the 
death  of  their  leaders  Iboreus  and  Aion,  they   appointed 
Agilmund  their  firfl  king.     He  was  fucceeded  by  the  fol-  T;hetr 
lowing  princes,  Lamifcus,  Leta,  lldeock,  Gudeoc,  ClafFus,  iiajj. 
Tatus,  Wachus,  Walterius,  Audoinus,  and  Alboinus,  the 
firft  of  that  nation  who  reigned  in  Italy.     As  for  the  man- 
ners of  the  Lombards,  Paulus  Diaconus  tells  us,  that  no 
violence  or  oppreffion,  no  treachery  or  compulfion,  was 
praftifed  among  them ;  and  that  every  man  enjoyed  his 
property  undifturbed,  and  followed  his  profeflion  wirhout 
the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  danger ;  but  that  writer  was  per- 
haps in  fome  degree  prejudiced  in  favour  of  his  country- 
men ;  for  Procopius  writes,  that  thofe  Lombards  who  had 
ferved  under  Narfes  againft  the  Goths  in  Italy,  were  fent 
back  to  their  own  country  on  account  of  the  diforders  they 
committed ;  and  pope  Gregory,  furnamed  the  Great,  who 
was  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Lombards,  calls  them, 
in  feveral  parts  of  his  works,  a  moft  abandoned  nation. 
Perhaps  they  neither  deferved  the  encomiums  of  Paulus  nor 
the  reproaches  of  Gregory  5  at  leaft  it  does  not  appear  from 
their  conduft,  while  mafters  of  Italy,  that  they  did.  Paulus  ^thtirdrefs^ 
Diaconus,  fpcaking  of  their  drefs,  tells  us,  that  their  cloaths 
were  loofe,  and  for  the  moft  part  of  linen,  fuch  as  the 
Anglo-Saxons  wore,   being  interwoven  with  various  co- 
lours ;  that  their  fhoes  were  open  to  the  end  of  the  foot, 
and  that  they  ufed  to  button  or  lace  them  **.     From  fome 
ancient  paintings  it  appears,  that  they  (haved  the  back  part 
of  their  heads  ;  but  that  their  hair  was  long  before,  their 
fccks  being  parted,  and  laid  on  each  fide  their  forehcads- 
With  refpeft  to  their  hiftory  we  fhall  here  relate  what  we 
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find  m  Faulus  Diaconus  s  but  will  not  take  upon  us  to 
vouch  the  truth  of  what  that  author  writes. 
^hetrfentt'  The  "Goths  in  Scandinavia,  overftocked  with  people  at 
nteralmu  home,  fent  out  frequent  colonies  in  queft  of  new  fettle* 
iratiens*  rnents.  One,  among  the  reft,  leaving  their  native  country, 
put  to  fea  in  three  (hips  :  one  of  thcfe  failed  flower  than  the 
oiher  two,  and  flopped  in  the  mouth  at  the  Viflula.  The 
Goths  on  board  were  called  Gepidse,  from  a  word  in  their 
language  fignifying  JIoW'  Thefc  Gepidae,  unwilling  to 
proceed  farther,  fettled  in  an  ifland  formed  by  the  Viflula, 
and  continued  there  till  their  numbers  were  fo  iocreafedi 
that  the  ifland  could  no  longer  fupport  them.  They  then 
began  to  roam  about  the  neighbouring  countries  in  quel 
of  new  lands,  and  thence  were  called  Winili  or  Wandcrerj. 
Difputes  ariHng  among  themfelves,  they  agreed  to  fcpa- 
rate.  Paulus  Diaconus  writes,  that  tlie  country  where  they 
bad  fettled,  being  no  longer  able  to  maintain  them,  tbey 
divided  into  three  parts,  one  whereof,  on  whom  the  lot 
fliould  fall,  was  to  go  in  queft  of  new  habixations :  but 
moft  other  writers  fuppofe  the  Longobards  to  have  fprwig 
from  the  divifion  of  the  Gepidae.  Be  that  as  it  may,  thofc 
who  migrated,  chofe  for  their  leaders  Iboreus  and  Aion, 
the  fons  of  Gambara,  a  woman  univerfaily  refpeSed  on 
account  of  her  wifdom.  '  Under  their  conduft  tbey  firft 
fettled  in  a  country,  by  Paulus  Diaconus  called  Scofinga» 
bordering  on  that  which  was  then  pofiejOfedby  the  Yandis, 
who,  foon  after  their  arrival,  gave  them  to  underftaod,  jthat 
they  muft  either  pay  tribute  or  prepare  for  war.  The  two 
leaders,  by  advice  of  their  mother,  replied,  that  though 
nejf  defeat  ^]jgy  ^^^e  few  in  number,  they  preferred  war  to  fervitude 
^^^"'  and  fubjeftion.  A  bloody  engagement  enfued,  in  which 
the  Vandals  were  totally  defeated. 

But  the  Gepidae,  wliom  we  (hall  henceforth  call  Lon^ 
bards,  though  that  name  was  perhaps  given  them  aftef" 
.   wards,  being  feverely  diftreiTed  with  famine,  refblved  to 
abandon  Scoringa,  and  fettle  in  a  cnorc  fruitful  country; 
tpifymi'     They  fet  out  accordingly  for  JMauriaga  ;  but  the  Affipitl* 
grate  firfl     denying  them  a  paflage  through  their  territories,  they  re- 
into  Mau-    folved  to  attempt  it  by  force.    In  order  to  ftrike  terror  into 
ringa,  and  ^^^  enemy,  who  were  far  fuperior  to  them  in  nuniber,  they 
Gothland^   pretended  that  they  had  among  them  Cynocephali,  ormcfl 
with  dogs  heads ;  which  report  fo  terrified  the  Affipi^^'* 
that  not  daring  to  engage  fo  dreadful  an  enemy,  sad  hav- 
ing one  arhong  them  of  extraordinary  ftrcngth  and  courage* 
tbey  refolved  to  put  the  whole  to  the  iffue  of  -a  Cnglc<JO»- 
bat  i  which  tbey  no  fooner  offered  to  the  Lombards  tten 
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Ae  propofal  was  accepted,  the  t'w^o  nations  agreeing,  that 
if  the  champion  of  the  Aflipitti  (hould  overcome,  the  paflage 
&ould  be  denied  ;  but  if  the  Lombard  proved  viftorious, 
the  reft  fhould  be  allowed  to  pafs  unmolefted-  The  two 
champions  engaged  in  fight  of  both  armies,  and  the  Lom- 
bard having  gained  the  viftorjr,  a  paffage  was  granted  to 
the  whole  nation,  purfuant  to  the  agreement.  Upon  their 
arrival  in  Mauringa,  they,  in  order  to  increafe  the  number 
of  their  warriors,  fet  all  their  flaves  at  liberty,  who,  though 
of  different  countries,  became  one  nation  with  them.  From 
Mauringa,  where  they  rcniained  but  a  fliort  time,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Gothland,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  An- 
thabct,  Bathaib,  and  Urgundiab,  which  our  hiftorian  con- 
je£lures  to  be  names  of  towns. 

In  Gothland  their  two  leaders  Iboreus  and  Aion  died, 
upon  whofe  death  the  Lom|bards  refolved  to  choofe  a  king, 
after  the  manner  of  other  nations ;  accordingly  they  con-  Agilmund 
ferrcd  that  dignity  on  Agilmund  the  fon  of  Aion,  who  is  their  firfi 
faid  to  have  been  killed  by  the  Bulgarians,  after  he  had  ^^"^' 
reigned  thirty-three  years.     H^  was  fucceeded  by  Lamifcus  Lamijffi^ 
I  or  Lamiffio,  fo  called  from  the  word  lama^  fignifying  in  fucceeds 
their  language  zftjh-pond^  for  his  mother,  who  was  a  har-  ^'Wi  t^^^ 
tet,  is  faid  to  have  thrown  him,  and  fix  other  males,  of  ^^^y'^^ 
whom  Ihe  was  delivered  at  the  fame  time,  into  a  fifli-pond.  ^\^j^] 
Lamiffio  was  lutfkily  faved  by  Agilmund,  who  paifingthat 
way,   and  obfervihg  the  children,  flopped  his  horfc,  and 
ftrctching  out  his  fpcaf  to  them,  one  of  them  grafped  it, 
and  was  fated.    The  king,  not  doubting  but  he  would  one 
day  prove  a  brave  man,  ordered  him  to  be  brought  up 
with  great  care,  calling  him  Lamis-fton,  that  is,  the  fon  of 
nfi/h  pond.     He  is  faid  to  have  gained  a  viftory  over  the 
Amazons,  and  to  have  behaved,  on  fcvcral  other  occafions, 
with  fuch  refolution  and  intrepidity,  that,  upon  the  death 
of  Agilmund,  the  Lombards  proclaimed  him  king.     He  no 
fooner  found  himfelf  vefted  with  this  dignity,  than,  deter- 
mined upon  revenging  the   death  of  his  predeceflbr,  he 
marched  againit  the  Bulgarians;  and  though  his  men  gave 
way  at  firft,  yet  hdtlg  animated  by  the  words  and  example 
of  their  new  king,  they  gained  a  complete  vidory.     La- 
midio  w^s  fucceeded  by  Lcta  or  Lcchu ;  and  he,  after  a 
reign  of  near  forty  years,  by  Ildeoc  or  Hildehoc,  as  was 
Ildeoc  by  Gudeoc.    In  the  reign  of  the  latter,  Odoacer, 
king  of  Italy,  having  killed  Feletheus,  king  of  the  Rugians» 
dwelling  beyond  the  Danube,  and  either  put  to  the  fword. 
Or  carried  into  captivity,  the  whole  nation,  the  Lombards 
fettled  in  their  country,  then  defthutc  of  inhabitants. 

During 
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During  their  refidence  in  Rugiland  {iov  fo  the  country  of 
the  Rugians  is  called  by  our  hillorian)  their  king  Gudeoc 
died,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  C]affus»  after  whom 
reigned  Tatus  ;  in  whofe  time  the  Lombards,  leaving  Ru- 

filand,  fettled  in  the  champaign  country  bordering  on  the 
)anube,  where  a  war  breaking  out  between  them  and  the 
^atus  Hcruli,  the  latter  were  defeated  with  great  flaughter,  tbcir 

^€ai%ic»    '^^"S  Rodulphus  being  flain  with  the  flower  of  their  nation. 
ioryo'ver     The  Victorious  Lombards  divided   the   rich   plunder;  but 
ike  Hindi.  Tatus  their  king  took  for  his  (hare  only  the  ilandard  ofRo- 
dulphusy  called  bandum,  with  the  helmet  he  ufed  to  wear  in 
battle.  Not  long  after  this  event  Tatus  was  flain  by  Wacbo, 
fon  to  his  brother  Zuchito.     Aildichus,  the  fon  of  Tatus, 
endeavoured  to  revenge  his  father's  death,  and  vindicate  the 
juft  claim  he  had  to  the  crown ;  but  was  in  feveral  encoun- 
ters defeated  by  Wacho,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge  among 
the  neighbouring  Gepidse.     AVacha  is  faid  to  have  fubdued 
the  Sueves  :  he  had  ,  three  wives,  Ranicunda,  daughter  of 
the  king  of  the  Thuringians ;  Auftrigofa,  daughter  of  the 
king  of  the  Gcpidae,  and  Salinga,  daughter  of  the  king  of 
the  Heruli.  By  the  latter  he  had  Walterius,  who  fucceedd 
him  in  the  kingdom,  and  reigned  about  feven  years. 
Amdohnus         After  Walterius  came  Adomus,  in  whofe  reign  a  warbc- 
dtftats  the   Jng  kindled   between  the  Lombards  and  the  Gepidx,  a 
Ciftda*       bloody  battle  was  fought,  in  which  the  latter  were  totally 
defeated.     The  fignal  vi£lory  gained  on  this  occafion  bf 
the  Lombards,  was  chiefly  owing  to  Alboinus,  the  king's 
fon  ;  for  the  young  prince  having  engaged  and  killed  with 
his  own  hand  Thorifmund,  the  fon  of  Turifind,  kingof  tbc 
Gepidae,  the  enemy,  who  had  fought  with  great  reiolution 
and  intrepidity,  hearing  the  king's  fon  was  killed,  fled  with 
precipitation.     The  viftorious  Lombards,  upon  their  re- 
turn, begged  their  king  to  indulge  his  fon,  as  a  reward 
for  his  gallant  behaviour,  in    the  honour  of  dining  with 
him  5  which  was  deemed  no  lefs  glorious  among  the  Lom- 
bards, than  a  triumph  among  the  Romans.     The  kingan- 
fwered,  that,  by  an  ancient  and  immemorial  cufl:om  among 
the  Lombards,  that  honour  and  mark  of  dillindion  vi^asnot 
^  to  be  granted,  even  to  the  princes  of  the  blood  royal,  till 

'  they  had  publicly  appeared  in  the  armour  of  fome  foreign 
prince  killed  in  battle  with  their  own  hand.  In  confequencc 
of  this  declaration,  Alboinus,  attended  only  by  forty  refo* 
lute  young  men,  repaired  to  the  court  of  Turifind,  to  de- 
mand the  armour  of  that  prince's  fop,  whom  he  had  kiilea 
in  the  above  mentioned  battle,  being  refolved,  if  any  vio- 
lence was  offered  him,  to  iell  his  life  dear.    The  king  ^^' 
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teived  him  in  a  mod  obliging  manner,  entertained  hiiA  at 
his  table,  and,  admiring  his  courage  and  intrepidity,  com- 
plied with  his  demand)  and  difmifled  him  not  only  unmo^^ 
tefted)  but  loaded  with  rich  prefents.  After  he  had  pub- 
licly appeared  in  the  armour  of  ThorifmUnd,  he  was,  at  a 
grand  entertainment^  allowed  to  fit  at  table  with  the  king 
his  father. 

In  the  reign  of  Audoinus,  the  Lombards  were,  by  the  Yr.  of  Fh 
emperor  Juftinian,  allowed  to  fettle  inPannonia^     Such  a*d^^i6 
is  the  account  given  by  Paulus  Diaconus  of  the  various  mi*     '    '  ^    ' 
grationSf  wars,  and  conquefts  of  the  Lombards,  from  their  <fhe  Lorn" 
firft  leaving  Scandinavia  to  their  fettling,  in Pannonia.  In  the  bards,  un* 
main,  he  agrees  with  Profper  Aquitanus,  who  wrote  before  ^'''  ^^ 
his  time  5  with  Erchempetus,  who  flouriflied  after  5  and  ^j^^^jf 
likewife  with  Procopius,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  the  em-  fgtt/g  in  * 
peror  Juftinian,  whofe  fecretary  he  was,  and  confequently  tanuQuia. 
well  acquainted  with  the  Lombards.     The  latter  writer,  in 
fpeaking  of  the  war  between  the  Lombards  and  the  Heruli^ 
fays,  that  the  Lombards  had  been  formerly  obliged  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  Heruli  ^,  of  which  circumftance  no  notice  is 
taken  by  our  hiftorian.    1  he  names  of  the  various  coun-  y 

tries,  in  which  the  Lombards  are  faid  by  Paulus  Diaconui 
to  have  fettled,  have  occafioned  great  debates  amonj;  the 
later  hiftorians  and  geographers,  and  feveral  conje^ured 
have  been  offered ;  but  all  we  know  with  any  foundation 
is,  that  the  countries  mentioned  by  that  writer  lay  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Viftula,  where  the  Lombards  from  Scandi- 
navia are  fuppofed  to  have  (lopped,  atid  Panilonia,  where 
they  fettled  in  Juilinian's  time. 

Audoinus  dying,  the   brave  Alboinus  was  proclaimed 
king  by  the  Lombards.     Upon  his  accefiion  to  the  crown, 
he  married  Clodifvinta,  daughter  to  Clotharius,  king  of  the 
Franks,  by  whom  he  had  but  one  daughter,  named  by  fome 
Alpifunda,  and  by  others  Albifvincla.     About  the  fame 
time  died  Turifind,  king  of  the  Gepidae,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon  Cunimund,  who,  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  bro*- 
ther  Thorifmund,  made  war  upon  the  Lombards.     Alboi-^  Alboinus- 
nus»  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the  Hunns,  theit  known  t^''^'^' . 
by  the  name  of  Avares,  took  the  field,  and,  in  the  firft  qAj^J  ' 
battle  that  was  fought,  killed  the  king  of  the  Gepidae  with  ^jth  hit 
bis  own  hand,  put  their  army  to  flight,  and,  purfuing  bis  own  hand, 
vi£lory,  cut  fuch  numbers  in  pieces,  that  they  ccafcd  to  be  a 
nation,  as  we  have  related  already.    Alboinus,  having  caufed 
Uie  deceafed  king'^  head  to  be  ftruck  oflF^  made  a  cup  of  his 
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ttuWt  called^  in  the  language  of  the  Lombard-s  fcbala, 
which  he  ufed  in  all  pul^ic  entertainments.  However, 
having  taken,  among  many  other  captives  of  great  dif- 
tin£lion,  the  late  king^s  daagbter,  Rofamnnda,  he  married 
her  -upon  the  death  othis  former  wife  Clodifvinta^. 

fiy  this  vidory  Atboinus  gained  great  fame  and  reputa- 
tion, not  only  amgng  the  Gothic  nations,  whofe  bards  ce- 
lebrated his  prowefs  and  valour  in  their  poems,  bet  like- 
•  wife  among  the  Romans ;  infomuch  that  Narfes,  wbo  bad 
been  fent  by  Juftinian  to  dri?e  the  Goths  out  of  Italy, 
courted  his  friendfliip,  and,  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
him,  folicitcd  his  affiitance  to  put  in  execution  the  corn- 
Sffids  a       niiffion  he  had  received.     Alboinus  fumiihed  him  with  a 
hoJy  of       choice  body  of  men,  whb,  eroding  the  Adriatic  galpb, 
^^l^^^iT/?    l*"^^d  i"  Italy,  and,  joining  the   Romans,  diftinguiilicd 
a/Jaof'  themfeives  in  that  battle,  in  which  Totila  was  killed.   Tlie 
Nar/ts        war  being  ended,  they  were  fent  home  loaded  with  rich 
4igainft  the  prefents,   and   continued   faithful   allies  to  the  Romans, 
Goths.         whom  they  afliiled  on  all  occafions,  fo  long  as  they  inha- 
bited Pannonia. 

-   In  the  mean  time  Juflinian  dying,  Narfes,  who  goternrf 

Italy  with  an  abfolute  authority,  and  had  acquired  immenfe 

wealth,  was  by  the  Italians  accufed  to  the  emperor  Juflifi 

U.  the  fucceflbr  of  juftinian,   and  to  the  emprcfs  Sopbiai 

of  afpiring  to  the  foverergnty  of  the  country.    In  con- 

fequeuce   of  this  charge,  he  was  recalled,  and  Longiniis 

Wlether      fent  to  focceed  him.    As  he  was  an  eunuch,  the  cmpitfsis 

Narfei  be-   reported  to  have  faid,  that  his  employment  at  Conftan- 

/^^'^    ,    tinople  ftiould  be  to  dillribute,  in  the  apartment  of  herwo- 

Lmblrds    ^^">  ^^  portion  of  wool  which  each  was  to  fpin.    Narfes, 

enraged  at  thi«  fevere  and  infolent  refle£kion,  "  I  will  begin 

(iaid  he),  fucb  a  web,  as&e  (hall  never  be  able  to  finiftj 

and  immediately  difpatched  meflcngers  to  the  Lombard'* 

inTiting  them  into  Italy.     With  the   meffcngers  he  fefl^ 

prefents  to  Alboinus,  with  whom  he  was  well  acquainted, 

and  fome  of  the.  heft  fruits  Italy  afforded,  as  baits  to  alluic 

him  and  his  fubjefls  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  fo  fe'»^^* 

country*^* 

Alboinusj  extremely  pkafed  with  the  opportunitf  tb»t 
offered  of  invading  Italy,  a  country  with  which  his  io®' 
bards  were  already  well  acquainted,  began,  without  dc^T* 
to  make  the  neceffary  preparations  for  his  intended  expH 
tlon.  In  the  firft  place,  he  folicited  the  affiaanceoftw 
Saxons,  hi»  old  friends  and  allies,  promifing  tofear^*'*^" 

«  FaqU  Due.  Longob.  4e  Gcft.  cap*  47^  ^  Idem  ibid-  Kb-"* 
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ttiem  his  Future  conquefts.     The  Saxons  joyfully  clofed 
With  his  propofals,  aiid  provided  hirrr.twenty  thoufandmen, 
wiih  their  wives  and  children  *.  He  likevvife  received  power- 
ful fuccours  from   other  nations,  namely,  from  the  Gepi* 
dae,  then  his  fubje£ls,  from  the  Bulgarians,   Sarmatians, 
Pannonians,  Suev^s,  and  Noficans"^.  Having  thus  collected 
a  numerous  and  formidable  army,  before  he  departed,  he  eri* 
tered  into  a  ftrick  alliance  with  the  Hunns,  the  moft  power- 
ful of  his  neighbours,  leaving  Pannonia  to  them,  upon  this 
condition,  that,  if  the  expedition  he  was  going  upon  fhou^d 
not  fucceed,  the  Lombards  fliould  be  allowed  to  enter  upon 
their  former  poDeffions.     Having  concerted  fuch  other  mea-  Vr.  of  FK 
fures  as  he  thought  neceflary  for  fo  great  an  undertaking,       ^tJ'^J-g 
Be  proceeded  with  his  whole  nation,  their  wives  and  chil-      '    *  ^    * 
dren,  carrying  with  them  all  their  moveables,  and  whatever  f^f^g  £q^. 
they  had  of  value  \  and,  leaving  Pannonia,  took  their  route  bards  fit 
towards  Italy.     They  began  their  march   in  the  nlonth  of  ^utfir 
April,  juft  after  Eafter,  which  fell  that  year  on  the  firft  day  ^'^^' 
of  the  month,  in  the  firfl:  indiQion,   in  the  third  year  of 
Juftin  II.  the  ninth  of  John  III.  bifhop  of  Rome,  and  in  the 
yek'r  of  the  Chriftian  aera  568  ;  Alboinus,  with  his  army, 
and  the  promifcuous  multitude  that  followed  it,  arrived,  by 
the  way  of  Iftria,  on  the  borders  of  Italy,  which  he  entered  Enter 
without  the  lead  oppofition,  and  advancing  through  the  ^^^^»  ^*^ 
province  of  Venetia,  to  the  city  of  Aquileia,   found  the  ^f^g^rgi^gg 
whole  country  abandoned,  the  inhabitants  having  fled  to  ntafiers  of 
the  neighbouring  iHands  in  the  Adriatic.     He  no  fooner  feveral 
appeared  before  Aquileia,  than  the  gates  were  flung  open  W/ir/. 
by  the  f6w  inhabitants  who  had  courage  to  ftay,  the  reft 
having,  upon  intelligence  of  his  approach,  fled  with  their 
moft  valuable  eflTefts,  following  the  example  of  their  par 
triarch  Paulinus,  who,  carrying  with  him  all  the  utenfils  of 
Tiis  church,  had  taken  refuge  in  an  ifland.     From  Aquileia 
Alboinus  advanced  to  Forum  Julii,  now  Friuliv  which  like- 
wife  furrendered.     In  this  city  he  pafled  the  winter,  can- 
toning his  troops  among  the  neighbouring  villages,  where 
they  were  plentifully  fupplied  by  the  natives  with  all  forts 
ofprovifions.     During  the  winter,  Alboinus  reduced  the 
city  of  Friuli,  and  its  territory,  to  a  dukedom,  conferring 
the  title  of  duke  on  his  nephew  Gifulphus,  whom  he  ap- 
pointed to  guard  and  govern  thofe  territories,  which  were, 
in  a  manner,  the  gates  of  Italy,  through  which  every  in- 
vader muft  firft  force  his  paflage.     Thus  Friuli  was  ere£ted 
into  a  duchy,  and  has  continued  fo  ever  (ince. 

1  PaulDiac.  de  Geft.  Longob.  lib.  ii.  cap,  i.  5,  6^  &  ieq.        ^  Ano- 
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AlbQinus,  as  foonas  the  feafon  allowed  him  to  take  x\\i 
field,  moved  forward,  and,  without  the  leaft  oppofition,  re- 
duced Trivigi  and  Oderzo.  From  thence  he  marched  to 
Monte  Selce,  Vicenza,  Verona,  and  Trent,  which  furren- 
rA#/r/f  dcred  to  his  arms  upon  the  firft  fummons.  In  each  of  thefc 
liiJi  '*  cities  iie  left,  a  ftrong  gafrifon  of  Lombards,  under  the 
command  of  an  officer,  whom  he  diftinguilhed  with  the 
tide  of  duke ;  but  thefe  d^kes  were  only  officers  and  go* 
vernors  of  cities,  and  bore  that  title  no  longer  than  the 
1  prince  thought  fit  to  continue  them  in  their  command  or 
government.  Such  likewife  were  the  firfl  dukes  in  Gaul, 
as  Paulus  ^milius  properly  obfcrves  *.  Alboinus  left  Pa- 
dua and  feveral  other  cities  behind  him,  either  becaiifethcj 
lay  too  much  out  of  his  way,  or  hecaufe  they  were  ftrongly 
garrifoned,  and  it  would  have  taken  up  too  much  of  his 
time  to  befiege  them.  Thus  ended  the  fecond  campaign  of 
the  Lombards  in  Italy.  The  third  proved  no  lefs  fuccefs- 
ful :  when  they  entered  Liguria  upon  the  return  of  fpring, 
the  inhabitants  were  fo  terrified  at  their  approach  that, 
leaving  their  habitations,  they  fled,  with  all  the  effedsthcy 
could  carry  off,  to  the  mofl  remote  and  inacceflible  parts  of 
the  mountains ;  fo  that  the  cities  of  Brefcia,  Bergamo, 
Lodi,  Como,  and  the  other  towns  of  the  Liguria,  quite  to 
the  Alps,  being  almofl  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  received 
them,  without  attempting  to  make  the  leaft  refiftance. 
Alboinus  then  advanced  to  Milan,  the  capital  of  Liguria, 
^hich,  after  a  fhort  fiege,  furrendered,  moftof  the  inhabit- 
ants having  retired,  with  Honoratus  their  bifhop,  to  Genoa. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Upon  the  redu6tion  of  Milan^  the  Lombards,  withjojful 
A  *n  .\^   acclamations,   proclaimed   and   faluted  Alboinus  king  of 

. «.  Italy,  raifing  him  upon  a  Ihield  in  the  midlt  of  the  army, 

jiiboinus  according  to  the  cuflom  of  their  nation,  and  prefentinghim 
proclaimed  with  a  lance,  which,  among  them,  was  the  enfignofroy- 
^^g^f  aity;  From  this  time  hiftorians  date  the  beginning  of  the 
^^^*  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  in  Italy,  which  laftcd  for  up- 

wards of  two  hundred  years. 

Alboinus,  now  vefted  with  royal  authority,^  marched 
from  Milan  to  Pavia  ;  but  meeting  with  a  vigorous  refin- 
ance, as  the  place  was  well  garrifoned,  and  furnifted  with 
great  plenty  of  provifions,  he  left  part  of  his  army  to  poin 
On  the  fiege,  and  with  the  refl  reduced  Piacenza,  Parnia| 
Modena,  and  the  other  inland  cities  both  in  Emilia  apj 
Tufcaiiy.  He  then  marched  into  Umbfia,  and  reduced 
iSpoIeto,  which  he  made  the  metropolis  of  Umbria:  cretlj 
ing  the  city  and  its  territory  into  a  dukedom,  he  appoifl^c^ 

'  Paul.  ^mil.  de  Rebi  Franc,  cap.  6. 
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Feroaldus,  wliom  he  dignified  with  the  title  of  duke,  go- 
vernor of  that  diftrift.    The  governors  of  the  other  cities  of 
confequence  were  honoured  with  the  fame  title,  as  were  the 
cities  with  that  of  duchies,  which  mod  of  them  retain  to 
this  day  **.     From  Umbria  Alboinus  returned  to  the  fiege  pavta 
of  Pavia,  which  at  length  furrendered,  after  it  had  been  furrendirs\ 
defended  with  great  refolution  for  three  years  and  fome 
months.     The  king,  enraged  againft  the  inhabitants,  had 
vowed  to  put  them  all  to  the  fword  ;  but  we  are  told,  that  as 
he  Was  entering  the  city  on  horfeback,  his  horfe'fcll  under 
him  in  the  middle  of  the  gate,  and  could  not  by  any  means 
be  raifed,  till  at  the  pcrfuaOon  of  one  of  his  followers,  he 
revoked  the  cruel  vow  he  had  made  ;  when  his  horfe  ftart- 
ing  up,  he  proceeded  to  the  palace  built  by  Theodoric,  king 
of  the  Oftrogoths,  whither  the  people,  to  whom  he  had 
promifed  pardon,  crowded  to  fee  him,  and  to  fwcar  alle-  ^^^^f- 
glance  to  their  new  prince.     As  ravia  was  a  city  of  great  netrotolis 
ftrength,  and  conveniently  (ituated,  Alboinus  and  his  fuc-  of  the  king- 
ceflbrs  chofe  it  for  the  place  of  their  refidence  5  whence  it  domoftht 
became  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards.      Lombards* 
Alboinus,  now  matter  of  great  part  of  Italy,  compre-  Yr.  ofFL- 
hcnding  Venetia,  Liguria,  ^Emilia,  Hetruria,  and  Umbria,      «9»3- 
refolved  to  eftablifh  peace  and  good  order  throughout  the  A.D.  575* 
countries  he  had  already  fubdued,  before  he  made  any  far-    . .,  . 
ther  conqtiefts  ;  but  he  was  in  the  mean  time  flain  by  the  fnurdend* 
treachery  of  his  wife,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign.    This 
princefs,  called  Rofamund,  was  the  daughter  of  Cunimund, 
king  of  the  Gepidae,  whom  Alboinus  had  killed  with  his 
own  hand  in  battle.     Though  Alboinus  infulted  the  me^ 
mory  of  his  conquered  enemy,  fo  far  as  to  ufe  his  fcuU  for 
a  drinking  cup,  yet,  upon  the  death  of  his  firft  wife,  he 
married  his  daughter,  and  was,   by  her  contrivance,  mur- 
dered on  the  following  occaGon  :  as  the  king  was  one  day 
caroufing  at  Verona  with  his  chief  favourites,  and  principal 
officers,  in  the  height  of  his  mirth  he  fent  for  the  queen, 
and  filling  the  detefted  cup,  commanded  her  to  drink  mer- 
rily with  her  father.    Rofamund,  ftruck  with  horror,  bur- 
rfed  out  of  the  room  ;  and  highly  incenfed  againft  her  huf- 
band  for  thus  barbaroufly  triumphing  over  the  misfortunes 
of  her  family,  refolved  at  all  events  to  revenge  the  in- 
human infult.     She  immediately  difcovered  her  intention 
to  Helmichild,  the  king's  fchilpor,  as  the  Lombards  called 
him,  that  is,  Jh'uld'h€ar€r\   a  youth  of  great  intrepidity. 
Helmichild  peremptorily  refufed  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  the 
J>lood  of  his  fovereign,  or  tp  be  in  any  degree  acce^ary  to 

^  Pdul.  Diac.  lib*  iil  cap.  7» 

Z  3  hi* 


343i  ^^^  H'fiory  of  the  Lombards* 

his  death  ;  JVid  in  this  refolution  he  pcrHfted,  till  he  wai| 
by  a  Ihameful  ftratagem,  forced  by  the  cjueen  to  a  complh 
ance  :  for  ihe,  knowing  that  he  carried  on  an  intrigue  with 
pne  of  hei  ladies,  placed  herfclf  one  night  in  her  bed,  and 
r<?ceiving  the  youth,  indulged  him  as  if  (he  had  been  his 
own  miftrefs,  in  his  amorous  defires  ;  then  difcovefing  hef«« 
fclf  to  the  deceived  lover,  fhe  told  him,  that  he  muft  now 
either  put  the  king  to  death,  or  be  put  to  death  by  him. 
Helmichild,  convinced  that,  after  what  be  had  done,  lii$ 
Jafctv  depended  upon  the  death  of  the  king,  engaged  in  thp 
treafon,  which  he  otherwife  abhorred,  Qne  day,  there- 
fore, while  Alboinus  was  repofmg  in  bis  chamber  after  din- 
ner, Helmichild,  with  fome*  others,  whom ^  he  had  made 
privy  to  his  design,  breaking  in  fuddenly,  fell  upon  the  king 
with  their  daggers.  *  Alboinus,  fliarting  up  at  their  firft 
coming  in,  feized  his  fword,  which  he  bad  always  by  hiroj 
hut  having  attempted  in  Yain  to  draw  it,  the  queen  havinz 
previoufly  fafteneti  it  in  the  fcabbard,  he  defended  himfeli 
for  fome  time  with  a  footflool  ^  but  was  at  length  o?eri 
powered,  and  difpatched  with  many  wouiids. 
His  eka-  Such  was  the  end  of  Alboinas,  the  firft  king  of  the  Lom^ 

ra^r,        {jards  in  Italy,  and  one  of  the  greatcfl:  princes  of  the  age  k 
which  he  lived.    He  was  bptb  a  warlike  and  prudent  priflce; 
po  lets  fkilled  in  the  arts  of  government  than  in  tbofcor 
war.     His  friendfliip  was  courted  by  all  the  prioces  of  thofe 
times,  efpecially  hy  the  emperor  Juilinian,  wbawasgM 
to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  him  while  he  was  in  Pannot 
nia-     Accordingly  he  affiftcd  Narfes,  as  we  have  hinte4 
above^  in  his  wars  with  the  Goths,  and  fo  long  as  that  great 
man  continued  in  favour  at  court,  was  willing  to  ferv^  tbc 
Romans  on  all  occafions.    The  Jittle  oppoGtion  he  met  with 
in  the  redudlion  of  Italy,  was  in  a  great  meafurc  owing  to 
the  new  form  of  government,  introduced  by  the  exarch 
lionginus,  fent  by  Juftin  the  Younger  to  fucceed  Narfesi 
who  had  driven  the  Goths  quite  out  of  Italy,  and  bad  gh 
verned  thofe  provinces  with  great  reputation,  as  the  cmpc^ 
ror'§  lieutenant,  for  thirteen  years. 
^ofamufid^        But  to  return  to  Rofamund  :  fhe  had  promifed  to  marrf 
'j' Z^"/'^*/  Helmich.ild  as  foon  as  he  had  difpatched  the  king  her  but 
flles\7the    ^^"^»  ^"^  ^°  beftow  upon  him,  with  her  perfon,  the kingr 
ffxarch        dom  of  the  Lombards.     She  married  him  accordingly;  hu| 
nviih  h^      was  fo  far  from  being  able  to*  beftow  upon  him  the  cro^wflt 
treafure  of  that  they  vmere  both  obliged  to.fave  themfelves  by  flight  ^^^ 
f/^Lfl/w-      Lombards  being  exafperated  againft  them  for  the  death  of 
^^  '•         sv  prince^  whom  in  a  manner  they  adprecl,  and  unalterably 
determinecl  to  bring  to  condigti  punifhment  the  authors 
pf  fo  barbarous  a  m^rdeJr.    Rofaiptimd^  therefore,  with  her 
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new  huiband,  and  her  daughter  Albif?inda,  withdrew  m 
the  night-time,  and  fled  to  Longinus  the  exarch,  refiding  at 
Ravenna,  taking  M^ifh  her  all  the  jewels  and  treafure  of  her 
late  haiband.  Longinus  received  her  with  the  greateft 
marks  of  friendship  and  kindnefs,  ar)d  aiTured  her  of  his 
•  protecVion.  She  had  not  been  long  in  Ravenna,  when  the 
exarch,  judging  a  favourable  opportunity  now  ofFered  to 
make  himfelf  king  of  Italy  by  means  of  Rofamiind,  and  her  '  ' 

treafurc,  imparted  his  deiign  to  her,  and  declared  his  in- 
tention to  marry  her,  provided  ihe  would  difpatch  Helmi- 
chikl. 

Rofamund,  extremely  pleafed  with  the  propofal,  which 
flattered  her  ambition,  refolved  to  get  rid  of  the  perfon 
whosti  Ihe  had  married  for  the  fake  of  her  revenge.  Ac- 
cordingly having  prepared  a  ftrong  poifon,  (he  mixed  it 
with  wine,  and  gave  it  to  her  hufband,  as  he  came  out  of 
the  bath,  and  called  for  drinks  according  to  his  ufual  cuf- 
tom.  Hclmichild  had  not  half  emptied  the  cup,  when,  by  Her  <//- 
the  fudden  and  ftrange  operation  he  felt,  he  fufpefted  what  firvednd, 
rt  was ;  and  with  his  fword  pointed  at  the  queen's  breaft, 
compelled  her  t6  drink  the  reft.  The  poifon  had  the  fame 
effect  on  hei  as  on  her  hufband  ;  for  in  a  few  hours  they  both 
died.  Longinus  abandoning,  upon  her  death,  all  thoughts 
of  making  himfelf  king  of  Italy,  fent  the  treafure  of  the 
Lombards  to  Conftantinople,  together  with  Albifvinda,  the 
queen's  daughter  by  Alboinus. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Lombards,  having  paid  the  laft  dur 
ties  to  their  deceafed  king,  aflembled  in  ravia,  the  metro- 
polis of  their  kingdom  ;  and  there  proceeded  to  the  elecr 
tioH  of  a  new  prince,  which  fell  on  Clephis,  a  man  of  grea^  Clephh 
diilin£iion  among  them.    He  rebuilt  Imola,  which  had  been  '^A*'*"^^ 
ruined  by  Narfes,  made  himfelf  m'after  of  Rimini,  and  ex-  ^^  f^^ 
tended  his  ccnquefts  to  the  very  g^tes  of  Rome  :  but  as  he  JgredT^ 
treated  not  only  the  Romans,  but  his  own  fubjefts,  with 
great  cruelty,  he  was  murdered,  with  his  wife  Sleflana,  by 
one  of  his  jieople,  after  a  fiiort  reign  of  eighteen  months. 
His  cruelty  infpired  the  Lomba^rds  with  fuch  an  ayerfion  to 
royal  power,  that  upon  his  death  they  refolved^to  change 
their  form  of  government ;  and  accordingly,  for  the  fpace  TJ^e  Lcm* 
of  ten  years,  they  chofe  no  king,  but  lived  fubjefl  to  their  ^^r^sgO" 
dukes»  that  is,  to  the  governors  ofthe  cities;  for  each  city,  '^7'^^^ 
as  wc  have  hinted  before,  was  governed  by  fome  perfon  of 
diftinftion,  dignified  with  the  title  of  duke,     Thefe  dukes 
had  hitherto  acknowleged  the  royal  aiuthority,  and  were 
appointed  and  removed  at  pleafure  ;  but  upon  the  abolifii- 
ingof  kingly  power,  each  became  fovereign  in  hisow^i 
pitj',  and  its  diftrift.    This  divifion  of  the  countries  tbey 
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bftd  fubdued  in  Italy  into  fo  many  petty  dates,  put  a  ftop 

for  the  prefent  to  their  conquefls,  prevented  them  from 

ever  making  thcmfelves  mafters  of  all  Italy,  a"nd  finally  oc- 

caGoned  their  total  ruin  \  for  though  the  royal   authority 

was' afterwards  reftored  among  them,  yet  as  they  had  been 

free  for  fome  time,  they  proved  lefs  obedient,  and  more 

liable  to  quarrel  among  themfelves  ". 

Yr.  of  Fl.      Though  the  Lombards,  during  the  interregnum,  were 

*933'       attended  with  fuccefs  in  their  wars  with  the  Romans  (for 

A  i>'  »55*  ^hey  made  themfelves  mafters  of  feveral  cities ;  namely, 

ike  r#y«/    Sutri,*  Bomarzo,  Orta,  Todi,  Amelia,  Perugia,    and   Lu- 

authority     9Coli) ;  yet  they  foon  perceived,  that  their  kingdom,  thus 

rtfiored       divided,  could  not  long  fubfift  ;  therefore  aflembling  in  Pa-* 

0mong         yia^  they  refolved  to  fubmit  once  more  to  the  authority  of 

M*w?  pne  man,  and  accordingly  chpfe  Autharis,  the  fon  of  Cle- 

phis,  for  their  king,  in  the  year  585*     This  pripce>  by  hia 

valour  and  prudence,  fo  eftabliihed  the  kingdom  of  the  Lom-> 

bards,  (hat,  notwithftanding  th^  utmoft  efforts  of  theRomaq 

emperors,  it  continued  for  the  fpace  of  near  two  hundred 

years  ;  but  of  the  exploits  of  the  dukes  during  the  interreg-* 

num,  and  the  wars  of  Autharis,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  tiJl  the 

^ntire  deftruflion  of  their  kingdom  by  Charlepiagne  in  7741 

yre  (hall  fpeak  a(  l;^rge  ip  a  inore  proper  placet 

The   Bulgarians^ 

fht  fniga'      THE  name  of  the  Bulgarians  began  to  be  firft  heard  an4 

riant,         dreaded  by  the  Romans  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Zeno^ 

about  the  year  485.     Ennodius,  th?  moft  ancient  writer 

who  mentions  them,  tells  us  in  the  panegyric,  which  he 

compofed  on  Theodoric  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  that  they 

were  a  warlike  ^nd  numerous  nation,  enured  to  the  toils  of 

war,  ever  ready  to  prefer  death  to  (lavery,  and  never  known 

to  have  been  put  to  flight,  till  they  engaged  this  hero  w 

IThiran-  _  They  dwelt,  in  ancient  times,  near  the  Volga,  on  the  north 

Tnluafes    '^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Cafpian  fea  \  whence  their  country  was  called 

pfigin^  &l,  Volgafia,  and  they  Volgari ;  which  names,  in  procefs  of 

time,  were  changed  into  Bulgaria  and  Bulgaria,     Paulus 

Diaconus  tfalls  thofe  countries  Bulgaria  Magna>  which  arc 

known  at  prefent  by  the  names  of  Aftracafi  and  Cafan  ^. 

iSome  writers  affert  them  to  be  of  Gothic,  ^nd  fome  ot 

German  extraftion ;  but,  as  their  language  differs  wideljr 

from  the  languages  of  both  thefe  nations,  others,  with  far 

ereatef  appearance  of  truth,  popcludc  them  ^efccridcd  frpm 

!»  Paul.  Diac.  |ib.  i.  pap.  14.  *  Ennod.  in  Panegyr.  Tfaeodor. 

B.  296, 197.  9  Vide  Diocl.  de  Regn.  Slf^vor*  p.  %^,        ^  Fault 

|?i»c,I4>ftfHij?.j^i3f.p,f|f,  61^^        ' 
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neither*  They  fpoke  anciently^  fays  Diocleates,  iii  his  hiftory 
of  the  kiogdom  of  the  Slav^i,  the  Slavonian  language,  ^s  they 
ftill  do,  with  fome  variation  in  the  diale£i: '  As  therefore 
the  Goths,  Alans,  Vandals,  and  Gepidse,  are  thought  to 
have  been  originally  the  fame  people,  becaufe  the  fame 
language  was  common  to  all,  thefe  nations  muft,  on 
the  contrary,  be  allowed  to  be  different,  whofe  languages 
differ.  Now,  no  two  languages,  fays  Rudbeckius,  can  be  , 
conceived  more  unlike  than  the  Slavonian  fpbken  by  the 
Bulgarians,  and  the  German  and  Gothic.  The  Bulgarians^ 
therefore,  were  not  fprung  cither  from  the  Goths  or  the 
Germans,  but  ought  to  be  reckoned  among  the  nations  in* 
habiting  Afiatic  Scythia;  for  they  came  firft  from  thence; 
and  to  trace  them  farther  back  would  be  a  vain  and  fruitlefs 
attempt. 

From  Afiatic  Scythia,  and  the  countries  lying  north  of  Yr.  of  Fl# 
the  Cafpian  fea,  they  advanced,  in  queft  of  a  more  fertile  t.**^ 3* 
country,  to  the  Tanais,  and  from  thence,  in  the  reign  of       *^*  ^^^ 
.the  emperor  Zeno,  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  having  at  ^^    ^^^^t 
that  time  Bladinus  for  their  king.     They  were  not  impeded  into 
by  that  river;,  but,  pafBng  it,  broke  into  Thrace,  with  a  de-  ^krtut* 
fign  to  fettle  in  that  country :  but  Theodoric  the  Oftrogoth, 
afterwards  king  of  Italy,  and  at  this  time  general  of  the 
Roman  troops  quartered  in  that  province,  marching  againft 
them)  put  them  to  flight,  and  obliged  them  to  repafs  the 
Danube*    Thofe  who  invaded  Thrace  had  one  Libertem 
for  their  leader,  who  was  wounded  in  the  engagement. 
Some  years  after,  that  is,  in  4$^,  the  eighth  of  the  empe-  Yr .  of  fl 
ror  Anaftafius's  reign,  they  again  made  an  irruption  into      «^4.7. 
Thrace,  committing  dreadful  ravages.     Againft  them  the  A.  D.  49^. 
emperor  difpatched  Ariftus,  commander  of  the  troops  in  ,   - 

Illyricum,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  tfaoiifand  men,  attended  by 
five  hundred  and  twenty  waggons,  loaded  with  arms  and 
provifions.  Ariflus,  confiding  in  his  ftrength,  engaged  the* 
Barbarians  on  the  banks  of  the  Zarta  or  Zurta ;  but  was  to- 
tally defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  all  his  baggage,  and  four 
^houfand  men,  among  whom  fell  the  counts  Nicoilratus, 
Innocentius,  and  Aquiliniis,  Math  fome  of  the  moft  expe* 
rienced  officers  of  the  army  ^. 

Three  years  after  this  expedition,  they  invaded  Thrace  T^mt- 
9gain ;  and,  having  plundered  that  province,  with  great  part  JJf*'' 
of  Illyricum,  carried  off  an  immenfe  booty,  the  Roman  troops      '^^^^ 
being  employed  againft  the  Saracens»  who,  under  the  condu£t 
pf  Badicarim,  committed  Ihocking  cruelties  in  Pal^ftine, 

r  Diocleat.  de  Regn.  Slavor.  p.  iS8.  •  Marc.  Chron.    Jorn. 

^e^.  j^ap.  ^8.    Faul*  Djac.  Hift.  Mifcel.  lib*  f  v.  p«  449* 
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AtMz^  and  Phoemce.  Tbcy  appear  to  bave  continued  qiiiet; 
perhaps  by  fome  agreement  with  the  empire,  fromtbistime  to 
the  year  539,  the  twelfth  of  the  emperor  Juilinian  the  Grear^ 
when,  under  the  conduA  of  the  two  kings,  Vulger  and 
Droggo,  they  palTed  the  Danube,  and  ravaged  Moefia.   The 
commanders  of  the- Roman  troops  quartered  in  that  and 
th«  neighbouring  provinces,  having  colledted  their  forces, 
.  marched   againft   them ;    but   were   defeated   with    gicza 
ilaughter.     In  confequence  of  this  vi€):ory,  the  Barbarians, 
roving  about  uncontrolled,  took  an  immenfe  booty,  and  an 
incredible  number  of  captives,  deftroying  with  fire    and 
fword  what  they  could  not  carry  off:  buti  in  the  mean 
time,  Aqum,  by  nation  a  Hunn,  an  officer  of  great   expe- 
rience,  whom   Juftinian   had   fent  agaitift   them,  having 
cut  oiF  their  retreat,  obliged  them  to  hazard  a  battle  in  a 
Vf.  of  Fl.  very   difadvantageous    fituation.    -The  Bulgarians  fought 
^^y*    •  with  great  refolution  and  intrepidity;  but,  great  numl^i 
■A*  Dw  5?^   being  cut  in  pieces,  and  both  their  kings  killed,  they  urere 
^j~  forced  to  refign  their  booty,  and  betake  themfelves  to  a  prc- 

JelateJhy  ^^pitatc  flight.  Acum,  having  thus  delivered  the  Roman 
ikeR9mamf,  provinces  from  the  Barbarians,  fet  out  on  his  ret om  to 
mndthtir  Conftantinople  with  Conftantine,  who  had  commanded 
iTl/*'^'  under  him  ;  hot,  in  pafling  through  Thrace,  both  generals 
'^     *  were  furprifed  by  a  party  of  Bulgarians^  and  taken  pri- 

foners }  fo  that  Juftinian  was  obliged  to  ranfom  them  with 
an  immenfe  fum  ^  In  the  following  year  540,  the  Bulga* 
rians,  not  difcourz^d  by  the  lo&s  they  had  fuftained,  re* 
tamed,  and,  entering  Thrace,  plundered  and  laid  wafte 
the  open  country :  but  Mundus,  whom  Juftinian  had  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Illyricunn,  coming  upon  them  unex- 
pcQedly,  routed  them  with  great  ilaughter,  and,  having 
taken  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  fent  them  to  the  empe- 
ror at  Conftantinople,  who  incorporated  fome  of  them 
among  his  troops,  and  ordered  the  reft  to  he  tranfplantcd 
into  Armenia  and  Lazica".  For  this  and  the  above-men- 
tioned vidory,  the  *empcror  took  the  furname  of  Bulgaria 
cus,  which,  among  his  other  titles,  is  ftill  to  be  feen  on  bis 
coins. 

No  farther  mention  is  made  in  hiftory  of  the  Bulgarians, 
till  the  reign  of  Conftantine  III.  furnamed  Pogonatusa 
which  began  in  668.  In  his  time  they  pafied  the  Danube, 
and,  entering  the  Roman  territories,  committed  great  de^ 
vaftation  in  the  provinces  bordering  on  that  river.  Con- 
ftantine, having  railed  a  powerful  army,  difpatched  it 
againft  them  *,  but  as  the  Romans,  confiding  too  much  in 

t  Tbeoph.  p.  1I4.  «  Th^ph.  ad  Ann.  ^aftinian.  13. 
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Aeir  own  ftrength,.  and  defpifing  the  Barbarians  as  an  un-*  Thyefe/eai 
difciplined  multitude,  were  marching  carelefly,  the  Bulga**  theRomunsm 
ftans  attacked  with  fuch  vigour,  that,  after  a  faint  refift- 
ance,  they  fled,  and,  retiring  into  the  fortified  places,  left 
the  eneroy  at  full  liberty  to  ravage  at  pleafure  the  open 
country..    At  length  the  emperor,  preferring  a  {hameful  Yr.  of  FT. 
peace  to  an  expenfivc  and  doubtful  war,   agreed  to  pay      %o%S. 
them  a  yearly  pcnfion,  upon  condition,  that  they  Should  A.D.  67S. 
not,  for  the  future,  infcft  the  Roman  territories,  but  join,  ^^^^    JT~* 
when  required,  the  emperor's  forces  againft  all  other  Bar-  ///.  agrees 
barians,  who  fhould  attempt  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  topaytkem 
empire  ^.    About  thid  time  Alczecus,  one  of  the  princes  or  ^»  annual 
chiefs  of  the  Bulgarians,  abandoning  his  own  country,  for  f^^fi^** 
what  reafon  we  are  not  told,  entered  Italy  with  a  body  of 
bis  countrymen ;  and,  arriving  at  Pavia,  without  offering 
the  leaft  violence  to  the  people  in  the  countries  through 
which  be  paffed,  offered  his  fervice  to  Grimoaldus  king  of 
tbe  Lombards,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  willr 
ing  to  live,  with  his  people,  in  what  part  foever  of  his  do- 
minions he  ftould  be  plcafed  to  allot  hrm.    Grimoaldus  re- 
ceived him  in  a  moft  friendly  manner  5  atid  tbinking  he 
might  prove  very  ferviceable  to  his  fon  Romualdus,  duke 
of  Benevento,  threatened  at  that  time  by  the  Greeks,  who 
were  maflers  of  Naples,  he  fent  Alczecus  and  his  Bulga-. 
rians  to  htm,  requiring  him  to  allow  them  fettlements  in  the 
dukedom  of  Bet>evento.     Romualdus,  in  compliance  with'  SonuBuU 
bis  father's  requeft,  allotted  them  fcveral  cities,  and  among  garians 
the  reft  Sepin urn,  Bajanum,  andlfernia;  but  at  the  fame -^'''y* '^' 
time  obliged  Alczecus  to  relinquifli  the  titlfe  of  duke,  and  ^enevtnti, 
content  himfelf  with  that  of  gaftaldus,  either  to  fhew  that 
he  had  not  given  him  thofe  places  in  feignory  and  property, 
or  becaufe  he  did  not  think  it  proper  that  one  of  his.fub- 
je6ls  fliould  be.diflinguifhed  with  the  title  of  duke,  fince 
he  had  no  other  himfelf.     The  dukedom  of  Benevento  be- 
ing thus  divided  into  feveral  counties,  all  fubje£t  to  the  duke 
of  Benevento,  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  govern  them^ 
had  no  other  title  but  that  of  gaitaldi,.  which  is  the  fame 
with  the  title  of  comes  or  count  *.    Thus  the  Bulgarians 
came  to  fettle  in  the  dukedom  of  Benevento,  where  for 
feveral  ages  they  inhabited  the' country  now  known  by  the 
name  ctf  Contado  dt  Molife.     Paulus  Diaconus,  who  wrote, 
above  ^  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  they  had  fettled  there, 
fays,  that  though  in  his  time  they  had  learnt  the  Italian  lan- 

y  Cc^ren,  ad  Ann.  Conft.  lo.  Nifceph.  cap   3.  «  Paul.  Diac. 
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goage,  neveitbclefs  they  had  not  yet  iaft  the  ufe  of  their 
own  (O). 

To  return  to  the  Bulgarians  who  remained  oh  the  banks 
of  the  Danube :  Conftantine^  as  we  have  related  above,  bad 
concluded  a  peace  with  them,  and  agreed  to  pay  them  an 
annual  penfion;  indeed  moft  authors  are  of  opinion,  that 
be  allowed  them  to  fettle  in  Lower  MoeHa,  from  them  af- 
terwards called  Bulgaria,  which  name  that  country  ftiH  re- 
tains.    Other  writers   fuppofe  them  to  have  fettled  there 
Yr.  of  Fl.  feveral  years  before  Conftantine's  reign,  though  they  do 
.    J**35'       not  take  upon  them  to  fix  the  precife  time.     However  that 
A'  ^-  ^^7'  be,  Juftinian  II   not  only  rcfufedto  ftand  to  the  articles  of 
Jmffinian     ^^  treaty,  which  his  father  had  concluded  with  the  Bulga- 
i/  inntades  rians,  but  entering  their  country  in  a  hoftile  manner,  made 
thfircBuH"  himfelf  matter  of  feveral  forts,  and  obliged  the  inhabitslnts 
try  5  hut  is  either  to  fubmit  to  him,  and  pay  unreafonable  contributions, 
ifikl         ^^  ^^  abandon  their  dwellings^  and  take  refuge  in  the  woods 

(O)  What  Paulus  Diaconus  which  had  been  drawn  up  la 
writes  cfti  this  head  is  worthy  of  Ravenna  in  the  reign  of  JufH- 
obfcrvation  ;   the    Bulgarians,     nian,  and  was  written  in  a  kind 


iays  he,  retained  their  own  lan- 
guage, though  at  the  fame  time 
they  fpoke  the  Latin,  quamvis 
etiam  Latine  Idquerentur.  By 
the  Latin  tongue  our  hi  dorian 
did  not  mean,  as  fonie  have 
Snoagined,  the  language  of  the 
ancient  Romans,  but  another 
then  current  in  Italy,  and  com- 
monly called  Italian ;  for  the 
ancient  Latin,  about  the  end 
of  the  9th  century,  when  Pau- 
]qs  Diaconus  HouriHied,  was 
only  made  ufe  of  in  writings ; 
another,  called  Italian,  being 
then  commonly  fpoken,  to  which 
the  mixture,  variety,  and  con- 
fufion  of  feveral  languages  with 
the  Latin,  had  given  rile.  The 
J^atln  tongue,  even  in  the  time 
of  the  emperor  Juftinian,  who 
died  in  566,  began  to  be  ftrange- 
ly  corrupted,  and  to  bear  a  great 
refemblance  to  the  Italian  ;  for 
•  Fornerius  tells  us,  that  he  had 
perufed   a  public  inftrument, 


of  Latin,  which  bore  a  great 
affinity  to  the  Italian*  In  the 
tenth  century,  the  Italian  alone 
was  fpoken  in  Italy  i  but  that 
Italian  came  much  nearer  the 
Latin,  than  the  language  which 
is  ufed  now  by  the  Italians, 
both  in  common  fpeech,  and  in 
writing;  but  though  the  cur- 
rent language  was  then  veiv 
difterent  from  the  Latin,  yet  it 
was  called  Latin  by  the  writers 
of  that  and  the  two  following 
centuries,  becaufe  it  was  fpoken 
by  the  ancient  inhabitants,  who 
were  ftyled  Latins  or  Romans, 
and  by  that  name  diiHnauilhed 
from  the  Greeks,  the  Lorn* 
bards,  and  the  other  nations 
fettled  in  Italy*  Hence  not 
only  Paulus  Diaconus,  but  au- 
thors who  flourlftied  loag  after 
hu  time,  by  Latin  meant  the 
Italian,  as  the  learned  Camillo 
Pellegrino  juftly  obferves  (1), 


(i)  Camill.  Pell,  in  PilT.  d^  Due,  de  Benevent. 
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and  marflies.  The  Bulgarians,  finding  themfelves  reduced 
to  great  dif&culties,  difpatched  ambafTadors  to  the  emperor, 
ftiing  for  peace ;  but  he  refuGng  to  agree  to  any  terms  but 
thofe  of  an  entire  fubmiQion,  animated  with  defp'air,  thef 
refolved  to  make  a  lad  effort  in  defence  of  their  liberties. 
Accordingly,  having  afTembled  all  their  forces,  they  fell 
unexpededly  upon  the  emperor^  put  his  army  to  flieht,  and 
having  feized  on  all  the  pafTes,  obliged  him  to  reftore  the 
prifoners,  and  booty  he  had  taken,  and  confirm  the  treaty 
his  father  had  made  with  them,  befbre  they  would  permit 
him  to  retreat  y.  In  the  year  713,  Philippicus  being  then 
emperor,  the  Bulgarians,  upon  what  provocation  we  know 
not,  breaking  unexpedtedly  into  Thrace,  advanced  to  the 
very  gates  of  Conftantinople,  and  having  pillaged  the  coun- 
try, returned  home  unmoleited,  carrying  with  them  an  im- 
menfe  booty.  In  7 19,  AnaQafius  II.  who  had  been  depofed 
and  confined  to  Theflalonica,  by  Theodofius  III.  having 
made  his  efcape,  fled  to  Tribelin,  king  of  the  Bulgarians ; 
and  having  prevailed  upon  that  prince  to  efpoufe  his  caufe, 
he  obtained  a  confidcrable  army,  with  which  he  marched 
into  Thrace,  and  approached  the  imperial  city.  Anailafius 
believed  himfelf,  and  had  aflured  the  Bulgarians,  that  the 
inhabitants,  at  his  approach,  would  open  the  gatea>  and  re*  ^ 
ceive  him;  but  the  citizens  making  a  vigorous  refiftance> 
and  the  emperor  Leo  raifing  at  the  fame  time  a  numerous 
army,  the  Bulgarians,  greatly  provoked  againft  Aniftafius, 
feized  him,  and  delivered  him  to  Leo,  by  whom  he  wa3 
put  to  death  '. 

From  this  time  the  Bulgarians  continued  quiet  till  the  Yr.  of  FL 
year  750,  the  ninth  of  the  reign  of  Conftantine,  furnamed       3098. 
Copronymus,  who  ordered  forae  forts  to  be  built  on  the  A.D.  750. 
borders  of  the  provinces,  which  joined  the  country  of  the  ' 

Bulgarians.  Of  this  encroachment  they  complained  to  the  ^ 
emperor,  and  demanded  a  confirmation  of  the  former  trea- 
ties. The  emperor  received  the  ambafTadors  in  a  manner 
altogether  unfuitable  to  their  charadler,  and  difmiffed  them 
with  a  difdainful  anfwer ;  which  fo  incenfed  the  Bulgarians, 
that  they  made  a  fudden  irruption  into  the  Roman  terri* 
tories,  and  penetrating,  without  oppofition,  as  far  as  the 
long  wall,  deftroyed  the  country,  and  returned  home  loaded 
with  booty.  The  emperor,  upon  the  arrival  of  his  troops 
from  the  £aft,  marched  againft  them  in  perfon,  and  enter- 
ing their  country,  began  to  lay  it  wafle ;  bat  the  Bulga- 
rians, who  carefully  watched  all  his  motions,  attacking 
him  as  he  was  marching  through  a  narrow  pafs,  named  Be- 

y  Tbcoph.  Cedren.  ad  /;.an.  Conf(«  zo.    *  Idem  ad  Ann.  Leon.  5. 
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Conflamtine  ^^ga^^*  put  him  to  flight,  and  purfocd  him,  with   greit 

Coprony^      ilaughtcr  to  the  very  gates  of  Conftantinople  •. 

In  the  year  763  another  war  was  kindled  between  the 
fame  emperor  and  the  Bulgarians,  the  occafion  of  whicl^  is 
▼arioufly  related  by  authors  ;  but  the  mod  probable  opinion 
is»  that  Conftantinc,  wantihg  a  pretence  to  quarrel  with 
them,  and  to  retrieve  the  reputation  he  had  loft  in  the  late 
hoftilities,  pretended  to  be  incenfed  againft  them  for  putting 
to  death  in  a  fcdition  all  the  princes  of  the  blood  royal 
^mongthem,  and  railing  to  the  throne  Telefis,  a  perfon  of 
a  mean  defccnt.  What  gave  rife  to  this  rebellion  we  are 
not  informed ;  btit  Conllantine,  pretending  to  revenge  it, 
'  yatfed  a  powerful  army,  and,  marching  into  the   country 

t)f  the   Bulgarians,  gave   them  battle  on  the   borders  of 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Thrace.     The  engagement  lafted  eight  hours  ;  but  in  the 
3^»»-      end  the  Romans  gained  a  complete  vidlory :  after  which  the 

A.  D.  763.  emperor,  inftcad  of  improving  it,  returned  to  Conftanti- 

„  ttople  with  the  booty  and  prifoners  he  had  taken,  and  en- 

H:  gains  a        ^ii_.«         'i^rT-iDi'  1 

tered  the  city  m  triumph.  1  he  Bulgarians,  upon  the  re- 
treat of  the  emperor,  affaffinated  their  new  king,  e;thef 
miftrufting  him,  as  if  he  entertained  a  private  correfpon- 
dcnce  with  the  Romans,  or  becaufe  his  behaviour  in  the 
battle  was  fuch  as  fliewed  him  unworthy  of  the  dignity  to 
which  he  had  been  raifed  ^. 

The  Bulgarians,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs  of  the  battle,  in 

which  the  flower  of  their  youth  was  cut  oflF,  fent  ambafia- 

'    dors  to  Conftantinople  to  implore  peace ;  which  was  granted 

upon  fuch  difadvantageous  terms,  that  they  refolved  to  ob- 

ferve  them  no  longer  than  a  favourable  opportunity  offered 

of  renewing  the  war.     Accordingly,  two  years  after,  great 

part  of  the  emperor's  forces  being  employed  in  the  Eaft 

againft  the  Saracens,  they  invaded  the  Roman  dominions 

Yr.  of  Fl.  with  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand   men ;  but  Conftantine, 

s»23-       marching  in  perfon  againft  them,  and  coming  upon  them 

A.  D.  775.  ^hen  leaft  expedled,  cut  them  almoftofftp  a  man,  and  then 

~  returned  in  triumph  to  Conftantinople.    This  the  emperor 

twelve        ftyled  his  noble  war,  becaufe  not  one  Chriftian  was  killed 

thoufand  of  in  it;  but  the  viftory  was  obtained  by  treachery,  the  em- 

them  ia       peror  being  privately  informed  by  fome  Bulgarians  of  the 

defigns,  and  all  the  motions,  of  their  countrymen.    Thefe 

Elerich,  king  of  the  country,  difcovered  by  the  following 

device:  he  wrote  to  Conftantine,  pretending  a  defire  to 

refjgn  tlie  crown  and  lead  a  private  life  at  Conftantinople; 

for  which  purpofc  he  intreated  the  emperor  to  fend  hini  a 

fafc-eondu6t,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  inform  him  what 


pieces. 
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fWends  the  Romans  bad  among  the  Bulgarians,  that  he 
m^ight  repair  with  them  to  Conilaminople,  being  unwilling 
to  truft  hi3  perfon  or  defign  to  others.  Conftantine,  not 
fufpecSting  any  deceit,  fent  him  a  lift  of  names  of  thofe  who 
maintained  a  private  correfpondence  with  him  ;  which  £le^ 
rich  no  fooncr  received,  than  he  caufed  them  all  to  be  put 
to  death.  The  emperor,  finding  himfeif  thus  deluded^ 
tore-  his  garments  and  his  hair  in  the  tranfports  of  his  paf* 
fion,  vowing  infatiable  revenge.  He  fpent  the  winter  in 
warlike  preparations,  and  early  in  the  fpring  took  the  field, 
yxrith  a  dcfign  to  cat  off  the  whole  nation  of  the  Bulgarians; 
but  being  feized  on  his  march  with  a  violent  fever,  he  wa<$ 
obliged  to  return  to  Achadiapolis,  whence  he  was  conveyed 
to  Strpngylum,  where  he  died  ^. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Leo  III.  who  upon  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  throne,  concluded  a  peace  with  the*  king  of 
the  Bulgarians,  whofe  daughter  Irene  he  had  married.     In  £jg^;^^ 
the  third  year  of  his  reign,  Elerich,  being  dethroned  by  h\s*kifigofiJ^ 
o\vn  fabje<9:6,  fled  to  Conftantinople,  where  he-was  received  Bu/ga- 
by  the  emperor  with  extraordinary  marks  of  kindnefs  and  ^'^^-f* ^- 
efteem.     During  his  reiidence  in  that  metropolis,  he  was,  'rf  ^^^'j^ttt 
at  his  own  requeft,  inftruftcd  in  the  principles  of  the  Chrif-  throne  em^ 
tian  religion;  which  he  no  fooner  embraced   than  he  was  braces tht 
created  a  patrician  by  Leo,  and  married  to  a  relation  of  the  Chrtftiau 
€mpTefs  •*.     ConftanfCioe  Porphyrogenitus,  the  fon  and  fuc*  '"^^'i'^^* 
ceflor  of  Leo,  in  the  year  791,  the  eleventh  of  his  reign, 
attacked  the  Bulgarians,  who,  according  to  their  cufl:om| 
l^ad  broken  into  the  Roman  provinces:  but  wi?h  what  fuc* 
cefs  the  emperor  was  attended  in  this  war  is  uncertain ;  for 
Cedrenus  writes  that  l>e  gained  a  fignal  victory  ;  Zonaras, 
that  it  wa6  a  drawn  battle  ;  and  fome  declare  that  the  Ro- 
knans  were  worfted,  and  loft  the  flower  of  their  army. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  in   the  following  year  he  marched 
dkgainft  the  Bulgarians,  encouraged  by  fome   aftrologers, 
who  proraifed  him   certain  viftory;  but  depending  upon  yr.  of  FL 
their  promifes,  and  omitting  the  proper  means  to  obtain  it,      3140.    * 
he  was  totally  defeated.    In  the  battle,  befides  a  great  num-  A.  D.  79«. 

bcr  of  common  foldiers,  fome  of  the  beft  officers  of  the  ■* 

army  loft  their  lives,  together  with  the  moft  coniiderable  '^^^  Bulga- 
men  in  the  empire,  and  rancratius,  who,  by  his  lying  pre-  ^'^^^f^'" 
d(£biOn8,  had  given  occalion  to  the  overthrow.     Two  years  <viaory 
after,  Cardancs,  king  of  the  Bulgarians,  fent  ambaffadors  o'uer  Con* 
to  the  emperor  demandiurg  a  tribute,  and  threatening,  if  it  ftaniimiV'*^ 
Was  refuled,  to  come  as  far  as  the  Golden  Gate  of  Con* 
fta&tiftople,  and  take  it  by  force  >  to  fuch  a  low  ebb  was  the 
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empire  then  reduced  !  Conftantine^  however,  cxerting^liMh** 
fell  on  this  occafion,  replied,  that,  as  the  king  of  the  BaU 
garians  was  advanced  in  years,  he  would  fave  him  the  troo^ 
ble  of  fo  long  a  journey,  by  coming  in  perfon  to  wait  upon 
him.  Accordingly  'he  marched  againft  him  at  the  head  of 
a  confiderable  army,  at  fight  of  which  the  Barbarians,  ftruck 
with  a  panic,  fled  in  the  utmoft  confuHon  ;  but  Conflaa** 
tine,  inftead  of  purfuing  and  taking  advantage  of  the  coo* 
ftexnation  they  were  in,  returned  to  Conftantinople  ^  Ir 
the  year  806,  the  feventh  of  the  emperor  Nicephorus,  the 
Bulgarians,  furrounding  a  party  of  Romans,  put  them  2\\ 
to  the  fword,  and  feizcd  eleven  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
gold,  which  they  were  cfcorcing  to  Strogmon  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  army. 

They  afteru'-ards  made  an  irruption  into  the  Roman  pro- 
vinces, under  the  condudl of  Crumus,  their  king;  and  hav<«^ 
ing  furprifed  Sardica,  put  the  whole  garrifon,  (otififting  of 
'fix  thoufand  men,  to  death,  Nicephorus  marched  againtl 
them  in  perfon  ;  but  the  Barbarians  retiring  at  his  approacbf 
be  returned  to  Conftantinople.  However,  in  the  following 
year  he  muttered  all  the  forces  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft-,  and 
inarched  at  the  head  of  them  into  Bulgaria,  which  he  ra-* 
▼aged  with  fire  and  fword.  Crumus,  alarmed  at  the  ap- 
proach of  fo  formidable  an  army,  fued  for  peace,  which  he 
offered  to  conclude  upon  terms  highly  honourable  to  the 
empire ;  but  Nicephorus  rcjeding  them  with  fcorn  and  in- 
dignation, purfued  his  ravages,  burning  the  towns  and  viU 
lages,  and  putting  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword  as 
fell  into  his  hands,  without  diftindtion  of  age,  fex,  or  con-* 
dition.  He  not  only  raged  againft  the  living,  but  likewife 
;igainft  the  dead,  not  fuffering  thofe  who  were  flain  to  be 
buried,  but  ordering  their  bodies  to  be  expofed  to  the  dogs 
and  wild  beafts.  In  the  mean  time  Byzantius,  his  chief 
favourite,  forfaking  him,  fled  with  the  imperial  robe,  and 
a  hundred  pounds  weight  of  gold,  to  the  enemy  j  a  defec- 
tion which  was  confidered  by  the  fuperftitious  multitude  as 
an  unlucky  omen. 

Crumus,  fenfibly  affefled  by  the  calamities  of  his  fub« 
je£ls,  fent  another  embafly  to  the  emperor,  offering  to  agree 
to  any  terms,  on  condition  he  would  put  an  end  to  his  ra-* 
vages  and  quit  the  country  5  but  Nicephorus,  deaf  to  all 
propofals,  received  the  ambaffadors  with  great  baugbtinefs^ 
and  difmiffed  them  with  fcorn.  Crumus,  a6luated  by  de- 
fpair,  and  the  thirft  of  revenge,  in  the  firft  place  fecured 
and  fortified. all  the  pafles  through  which  the. emperor  wa» 
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to  retire;  then,  animating  his  men  to  revenge  ttieblooij  of  Tiii^/w^^. 
their  wives  and  children  inhumanly  maffacred  by  the  em-  ror  Nice* 
peror's   orders,  he  attacked  the  Roman  camp*      Having  ^^ff^ 
forced  it  notwithftanding  all  oppofition,  he  cut  off  almoft  the  ^'^J^^  -^^^ 
"whole  army,  with  the  emperor  himfelf,  a  great  number  of  kiswhoti 
patricians,  and  all  his  chief  of&cers.     Sataracius,  the  em*<  armj  cut 
peror's  fon,  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  but^  efcaped  in  a  w« 
litter  to  Adrianople.     All  the  arms  and  baggage  fell  into 
the  enemy's  hands.     The  body  of  Niccphorus  being  foundi 
among  the  flain,  Crumus  ordered  his  head  to  be  flruck  oiS, 
and,  after  having  cxpofed  it  to  public  view,  inclofed  the 
Ikull  in  filver,  and  ufed  it  ever  after  in  all  grand  entertain* 
ments,  inftead  of  acup*^. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Michael,  who  fucceeded  Thev  re»- 
Nicephorus,  a  peace  was  concluded  between  the  Romans  etude  a 
and  Bulgarians  5  and,  feme  of  the  latter  were  allowed  to  P'^^  ?*^ 
fettle  in  the  Roman  provinces :  but  the  friendfliip  that  fub-  ina 

fifled  between  the  two  nations  was  of  fhort  duration  ;  for^  j-Q^f^  irgak 
in  the  fecond  year  of  Michaers  reign,  they  came  to  an  open  it,    . 
rupture,  on  the  following  occafion  :  fome  Romans,  who  had 
been  taken  prifoners  by  the  Bulgarians  in  the  late  war,  hav« 
ing  found  means   to  make  their  efcape,  returned  home* 
Thefe   Crumus   demanded,  threatening  the  empire  with 
war,  if  his  demand  was  not  immediately  complied  with* 
The  emperor,  who  was  naturally  averfe  to  war,  and  fc- 
veral  perfons  of  diftinAion  at  court  being   of  the  fame 
opinion,  were  for  granting  the  king  of  the  Bulgarians  his 
rcqueft,  the  empire  not  being  at  thiat  time  in  a  condition 
to  cope  with  him  in  the  field ;  butNicephorus,  the  patriarchy 
and  Theo£tiilus,  a  perfon  in  great  elteem  for  his  vii:tueand 
wifdom,  urging  that  they  ought  to  truft  to  the  afBftancc  of 
Qeaven,  and  not  gratify  the  pride  and  infolencc  of  the  Bar- 
barians, the  emperor,  following  their  advice,  received  the 
Bulgarian  ambaffadors  in  the  moft  condefccndiog  manner  5 
but  at  the  fame  time  told  them,  that  he  could  not,  by  any 
means,  comply  with  their  requeft,  and  deliver  up  into  cap- 
tivity fuch  of  his  fubjedis  as,  having  once  efcaped  that  de«- 
plorable  condition,  had  fled  to  him  for  prote£^ion.    In  con- 
fcquence  of  this  anfwer  Crumus,  having  levied  a  confidcr* 
able  army,  entered  the  Roman  territories,  and  not  only  r^ 
vaged  the  open  country,  but  reduced  feveral  fortified  places, 
being  affifted  by  an  Arabian,  well  ikilled  in  the  art  of  fram- 
ing rftilitary  engines^  who  had  been  formerly  employed  bf 
the  emperor.Nicephorus,  but  being  ill  treated  by  him,  had 
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fled  to  the  Bulgarians,  and  taught  them  the  ufe  of  all  (brt^ 
of  battering  engines. 

Befides  feyeral  other  cities,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
Mefembriaf  a  place  of  great  importance  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mount  Hxmus,  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword. 
In  the  mean  time  the  emperor,  having  alfembled  a  very  nu- 
merous army,  leaving  Condantinople,  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  it,  and  marching  into  Thrace,  came  up  with  the 
enemy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Conftantinople.  After  fe- 
veral  {kirmiflie»,  in  which  the  Romans  had  the  advantage, 
the  emperor  was  forced  by  the  foldiery  to  venture  a  battle. 
Both  armies  engaged  with  the  utmoft  fury,  and  the  vi£kory 
continued  long  doubtful ;  but  at  length  the  Romans  were 
utterly  defeated.'  Michael  was  fo  fenfibly  affefted  by  this 
misfortune,  that,  refigning  the  purple  to  Leo,  he  retired 
to  the  monaftery  of  Pharus,  and  took  the  monallic  habit* 
The  Bulgarians,  elated  with  the  great  viftory  they  had  gain- 
ed, purfucd  their  ravages  without  control,  advancing  almofl 
to  the  gates  of  Conftantinople.  Leo,  who  had  fucceeded 
Michael,  endeavoured  at  firfl  to  reftrain  them  by  fair  means, 
and  for  that  purppfe  fent  ambaffadors  to  Crumus^  with  pro- 
pofals  for  an  accommodation  ;  but  the  Bulgarian,  deaf  to  all 
overtures,  fent  them  back  without  even  granting  them  an 
audience.  Leo,  who  was  an  a£live  and  warlike  prince, 
provoked  at  the  arrogance  of  the  Barbarian,  colle£led  all 
the  forces  of  the  empire,  and  marching  into  Thrace,  offered 
the  enemy  battle  ;  which  Crumus  not  declining,  a  bloody 
engagement  enfued.  Great  numbers  fell  on  both  fides ; 
but  the  Romans,  after  a  mod  obftinate  refiftance,  were  put 
to  the  rout.  The  Bulgarians,  inftead  of  purfuing  the  ene- 
my, began  to  plunder  the  camp  in  great  diforder ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  being  obferved  by  Leo  from  a  neighbour- 
ing eminence,  where  he  had  remained  during  the  battle, 
with- a  body  of  referve,  he  came  down  unexpededly  upon 
the  enemy,  renewed  the  fight,  and  having  rallied  bis  other 
troops,  obtained  a  complete  vi£bory.  Great  numbers  of 
the  enemy  were  flain  and  taken  prifoners.  Among  the  for- 
mer fome  reckon  the  king  himfelf;  and  add,  that  the  em- 
peror flew  him  with  his  own  hand :  but  others  fay  that  he 
was  only  wounded,  and  that,  falling  from  his  horfe,  he 
would  have  been  either  killed  or  taken  prifoner  by  the  Ro- 
mans, who  had  already  furrounded  him,  had  not  his  guards, 
with  unparalleled  valour,  refcued  him  out  of  their  hands  f. 

The  Bulgarians  were  fo  difpirited  by  this  overthrow,  that 
th«y  made  no  inroads  into  the  empire  for  fome  years  after. 
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Crumus  was  fucceeded  by  Mortagon,  in  whofe  time  Ttid* 
nias,  revolting  from  Michael  II.  who  had  fucceeded  Leo» 
and  keeping  him  clofely  blocked  up  in  ConftantinopLe,  the 
king  of  the  Bulgarians,  commiferating  his  condition^  rcTolved 
to  march  to  his  afliflance  \  and,  left  he  (hould  in  the  mean 
time  come  to  any  agreement  with  the  rebels,  he  privately^ 
acquainted  him  with  his  defign.  The  emperor,  either  to 
prevent  the  ravages  and  diforders,  which  he  was  certain  the 
Barbarians  would  commit,  or  fufpedling  the  (incerity  of  the 
kin^,  or,  what  the  writers  of  thofe  times  think  moft  pro-  ' 

bable,  apprehending  that  a  reward,  anfwei'able  to  ftich^ 
friendly  and  feafonable  aQiftance,  would  too  much  exhaud 
his  treafury,  in  improving  which  he  at  leaft  equalled  the 
moft  covetous  of  his  predeceflbrs,  returned  the  king  of  the 
Bulgarians  thanks  for  his  generou^  offer ;  but  declined  ac- 
cepting it.     Mortagon,  however,  accuftomed  to  war  and  de-  iheBu't^a* 
predations,  undertook  the  expedition,  and,  entefing Thrace,  riaas  ajjijf 
.encamped  at  a  place  called  Cedodlus,  at  a  fmall  diftance  the  empe- 
from  Conftantinople.     Thomas,  hearing  of  the  approach  of  ^^^  ^!l    • 
the  Bulgarians,  raifed  the  fiege,  and  marched  with  all  his 
forces  to  meet  the  enemy.     A  battle  enfued,  in  which  the 
rebels  were  defeated  with  great  Daughter ;  but  Mortagon, 
inftead  of  purfuing  the  fugitives,  returned  with  the  booty 
he  found  in  the  enemy's  camp  **. 

The  Bulgarians  continued  quiet,  no  doubt  in  viftue  of 
fome  treaty  between  them  and  the  Romans,  from  this  time 
to  the  year  877,  the  8th  of  Leo  V.  when  a  war  broke  out 
on  the  following  occafion :  a  great  trade  had  been  carried 
on  for  fome  time  between  the  two  nations,  and  the  public 
mart  was  kept  at  Conftantinople,  whence,  by  the  intereft  of 
Zantzas,  father  to  Zoe,  the  emperor's  concubine,  it  was  re- 
moved to  Theflalonica.  This  removal  was  procured  by 
Zantzas,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Conftantinopolitan  misr^ 
chants ;  and  thofe  very  merchants  were,  by  the  great  au- 
thority he  had  at  court,  appointed  officers  and  receivers 
of  the  cuftoms  ;  an  employment  which  enabled  them  to 
give  great    trouble    to  the   Bulgarian  merchants,    whom  , 

they  opprefTed  with  new  and  unlawful  impofitions.  Of 
this  opprefiion  Simeon,  king  of  the  Bulgarians,  complained 
to  the  emperor  ;  but  he,  who  was  in  all  things  governed  by 
Zantzas,  refufing  to  redrefs  thefe  grievances,  Simeon,  who 
wanted  only  a  pretence  for  a  rupture,  without  any  farther 
declaration  of  war,  entered  the  Roman  territories  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Macedon, 
ravaging  the  country  as  he  proceeded^  with  fire  and  fword. 
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Yr.  of  yi.  On  <hd  bc5fd(!fs  of  that  province  he  was  met  by  the  army, 

3"5'       (R'hich  Leo  had  fent  ag:linft  them,  under  the  condttd  orf 

•^*    •    ^^'  Procojius    Crenites,  arut  Curticiud  an  Armenian.     The 

Uttdir  the    ^^^  armies  no  fooner  came  in  fight  of  each  other,  than  they 

€o*iiu3  of    6no;aged.     1  he  Romans  flood  their  ground  fome  time  ;  but 

their  king    fcoth  thcfi'  gcfierals  being  flain,  they  were  utterly  defeated. 

Simeoti»       In  the  pUr'fuit  great  numbers  were  taken  prifoners,  and 

%o^^      tfeatfcd  in  a  moft  barbarous  manner  by  the  infolent  con* 

tffflw.  quel  or,  who  firft  led  them  in  triumph  round  his  camp«  and 

then,  having  caufed  their  nofes  to  be  cut  off,  fent  them» 

thus  defaced,  to  Conflantinople. 

Leo,  exafperated  at   this  outrage,  prevailed  upon  tbt 
Ufigri,  or  Hungarians,   to  break  into  the  country  of  tht 
Bulgarians  on  one  fide,  while  he  invaded  it  on  the  other. 
Simeon  marched  firft  againft  the  Hungarians,  who  were 
Bimtondi*  committing  dreadful  ravages  ;  but  in  the  battle  that  enfued, 
fiatidtf     (f^e  flower  of  his  army  was  cut  off,  he  himfelf  having,  witk 
ii  Hunga^  great  diflSculty,  made  his  efcape,  and  takeft  refuge   in  1 
fortf^fs  named   Drifta  j  fo  that   the  Hungarians  purfued 
their  ravages  without  contrel,  defolated  the  country,  and 
took  an  incredible  number  of  prifoners*  whom  they  fold  ta 
the  emperor.     Leo,  before  the  Hungarians  began  hoflilities, 
or  his  own  tfo6ps  took  the  fidld,  had  fent  to  Simeon  one 
Cqnftantinacius, .with  propofals  for  an  accommodation; 
^ut  the  king  of  the  Bulgarians,  imagining  that  the  emperor 
had  no  other  vlfcvir  but  to  deceive  ana  amufe  him,  had 
Ihrowh  thd  atVibaflador  into  prifonj  but  finding  his  army 
*cut  off  by  the  Hungarians,  and  being  informed  at  the  fame 
time  that  th6  Rornan  army,  under  the  condudl  of  Nfcc- 
phorus  Phocas,  was  in  full  march  to  enter  his  country,  he 
not  only  fetConftantinacius  at  liberty,  but  difpatched  ambaf- 
fadorsto  Leo,  imploring  peace  in  a  thoft  fubmiffi^e  mannet* 
The  emperor,  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  reduce  fo  warlike 
a  nation  to  defpair,  granted  him  his  recjueft,  brdering  Pho- 
cas, who  was  then  upon  the  point  of  entering  Bulgaria,  to 
IJtgMnsa  return  home,  with  the  forces  under  his  comiiland  *.     Bot 
gnat  wf-  •  cjimebn   no   fooiler  found  the  danger  removed,    than  Kc 
ikmluui    confined   Leo's    ambafiadors,   and,    falling    unexpectedly 
ravages      upon  the  Hungarians,  routed  them  with  great  11  aught er. 
thtir  couti'-       He  then  entered  their  country,  and  committed   hoirid 
^C/»  cruelties,  putting  all  to  tlie  fword  who  fell  into  his  hands, 

without  diftinfliion  of  fex,  age,  or  condition.  Leo,  unable 
to  march  to  the  alTiflance  of  his  allies  at  fo  fhort  a  ward- 
ing, fent  envoys  to  the  king  of  the  Btilgariahs,  com- 
plaining of  the  breach  of  the  treaty  juft  concluded,  and  rt- 
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qiiiring  him  to  withdraw  his  troops  immediately  from  th:^ 
.country  of  the  Hungarians.     Sirpecn,  elated  wjth  his  fuc*- 
ccfs,  replied,  that  he  would  liften  to  no  terms,  till  aU  th^ 
Bulgarians,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  late  war,  were  re- 
ieaied.     To  this  demand  the  emperor  confented,  unwiiUing 
Xq  ©ngage  in  a  new  war :  but  the  prifoners  were  no  foQner 
returned,  than  Simeon  m^de  frefc  demands,  dill  more  tfD-j 
reafonable  than  th^formc^r;  which  provoked  the  en^f^j-AF 
to  fuch  a  degree^  that  he  refoived  to  atta^ck  the  Bulgarians 
wiitb  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  .empjr^,  and  utterly  extir- 
pate, if  poffibki  that  perjEdious  nation.     A  powerful  army  Yr.  of  Fl. 
was  accordingly  raifed^  and  fent  into  Bulgaria,  under  ,the      3>45' 
command  of  C^tacaJon,  and  Theodo(ius>  a  patrician ;  but  A.  P.  897. 
Sinci^on^  faJJIipg  upon  them  unexpeftcdly,  cut  moft  of  .th<;m  «^^^-  .1^ 
in  pieices,  with  Theodofiust  an4  a  great  number  of  officers  Homaps  to 
of  diftindion.    This  difafter  obliged  the  emperor  to  con«»  flight  with 
font  to  a  peace  upon  jc.he  bcft  terms  he  could  obtain  ^  ;  which  g^^^^ 
the  Bulgarians  feena  to  l^ve  obfcrved  dqriijg  the  repsiaining  fl^^&^^^» 
part  of  Leo's  reign* 

'Upon  that  prince's  deaths  they  fent  to  Alexand^,  bis 
brother  and  fucceflbr,  to  renew  the  treaty  coQcluded  in  the 
late  reign  :  but  Akxaiider,  inftead  of  cultivating  the  frieod* 
fiiip  of  that  warlike  nation,  difmifled  the  amba^a^ors  in  an 
JIgSLOiCoinious  manner;  at  which  Simeon,  juflly  provoked,  in- 
v»d^A  the  Ronij^n  dommions  with  a  powerful  armyt  pnd^ 
ineottttg'  with  no  oppoiition,  after  having  ravaged  Thracse, 
advanced  tcj  the  very  gates  of  Conftan;ti;nople,  which  be 
hoped  to!  fui^prife;  but  the  inbabitaists  making  a  vigorous 
/•e^ftance,  after  fevaral  unfuccefsful  attempts,  Simeon  was 
obJiged  to  drop  the  enterprise,  and  rietire  to  Hebdomon,  at 
9  fmall  diftaoee  from  the  imperial  <:ity.  From  thence  he 
fent  envoys  to  Cbnftantine,  who  had  fucceeded  Alexander, 
with  pjopofals  foran  accomniodation  ;  which  were  received 
with  great  joy  by  the  governO'rs  of  the  young  prince,  who 
Nvas  then  uadcr  age.  While  the  negotiations  were  carry- 
iog  on,  Simeon  wps  Emitted  tp  dine  .with  the  emperor  in 
^he  palace  of  Blachern^,  and,  when  the  entertainment  was 
•over,  difmiffed  with  rich  prefents.  Cedrenus  fuppofes  a 
pe^ce  to  have  Wen  concluded  •  but  I^onaras  wjrites,  that  Si* 
uneMxn  would  not  agree  to  the  t^rms  ^h;at  were  offered.  Be 
stjbatas  it  may,  in  the  following  y$ar,.the  king  of  the  Bul- 
i;anans  broke  again  into  Thxace,  at^d  advancing  as  far  as 
Adrianople,  laid  fiege  to  that  city. 

.    In  the  mean  twe  th^  ejpprefs  Zoc,  mother  to  the  yaung 
prince,  having  got  the  whole  power  ii)to  her  own  nands, 
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jind,  by  the  advice  of  the  fenate,  concluded  a  peace  with  ihc. 
Saracens,  who  had  invaded  the  eaftern  provinces,  refolved 
fo  employ  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  empire  againft  the  Bul- 
J powerful  Rarians.     With  this  view  ihe  afiembled  a  numerous  army  } 
armj  Jent    but  of  the  ill  fuccefs  that  attended  her  arms,  we  have  fpoken 
anatnfl  tht  at  large  clfcwhere.    The  flower  of  the  Roman  army  was 
B»iig^i'      gy(  qAp*  ^^^  Simeon,  elated  with  this  unexpefted  fortune^ 
I'efolved  to  return  before  Conftantinople :  but  two  ftrong  de- 
tachments from  bis  army  being  defeated  at  a  place  called 
Catafyrtes  by  the  imperial  troops,  he  thought  proper  to 
drop  the  enterprize,  and  retire,  with  the  immenfe  booty 
which  he  had  obtained.     Even  in  this  encounter,  the  Ro* 
mans  loft  a  confiderable  number  of  men,  and  fome  officers 
,  of  great  reputation,  among  whom  was  Nicolas,  the  fon  of 

Conftantine  Ducas,  who  commanded  in  chief,  and  to  whofe 
valour  the  fuccefs  of, the  day  was  chiefly  owing. 

Five  years  after  this  event,  Simeon,  taking  advantage  of 
the  inteftine  broils  and  fadions  into  which  the  empire  was 
rent  by  the  ufurpation  of  Romanus,  made  new  inroads  into 
the  Roman  territories.    One  of  his  parties  advanced  as  far 
as   Catafyrtes,    in  the  neighbourhood  of  Conftantinople, 
where  they  were  encountered  by  Leo,  fon-in*law  to  Roma- 
nus, and  put  to  flight.     Simeon  afterwards  fent  into  Thrace 
a  very  large  army,  commanded  by  Chaganus  and  Minicius, 
with  orders  to  march  dire£lly  to  Conftantinople.    Roma* 
nus,  receiving  timely  i^otice  of  their  defign,  difpatched  Leo, 
his  brother  Pothus  Argyrus,  and  John,  againft  them^  with 
Yr.  of  Fl.  all  the  troops  he  could  aflcmble.    The  two  armies  met  in 
S*7o-      the  plains  of  Pegae,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Conftantinople, 
'      ^**'  and  there  a  bloody  battle  enfued,  in  which  the  Romans 
They  zain    S^^^  ^^Jy  ^"^  werc  purfued  with  great  flaughter  by  the 
another       Bulgarians.     Leo  and  Pothus  took  refuge  in  a  neighbouring 
njfSory^       caftie^  John  faved  himfelf  on  board  a  fmall  veflTel  \  but  moft 
and  take      of  the  other  oflicers  and  foldiers  were  either  cut  in  pieces, 
^*/rwM//<.  ^^j,g^   prifoners,  or  drowned   in  endeavouring  to  get  on 
board  the  fleet,  which  was  riding  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  freld  of  battle.     Among  the  latter  were  Alexius  the  ad- 
miral, and  feveral  other  officers  of  the  navy.     The  Bulga* 
rians,  now  mafters  of  the  field,  ravaged  the  country  without 
moleftation,  burnt  the  im^srial  palace  of  Pegae,  andclofely 
ijefiegcd  Adrianople.     Leo,  furtiamed  Moroleon,  from  bis 
ralh  and  inconfiderate  temper,  defended  the  place  with  great 
gallantry,  and  made  feveral  fuccefsful  failles ;  but  the  inha.* 
bitants  being  conftrained  by  famine  to  furfender,  Simeon 
bafely  caufed  Leo  to  be  tortured  to  death  ^ 
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The  king  of  the  Bulgarians,  encouraged  by  this  Tuccefs, 
jnade  great  preparations  during  the  following  winter,  and 
early  in  the  fpring  took  the  field,  with  a  defign  tobefiege 
Conflantinople  itfelf.     In  his  march  he  laid  wafte  Macedon 
and  Thrace,  and  reduced  moft  of  the  forts  in  thofc.pro- 
vince><J,  leaving  garrifons  in  fome,  and  levelling  others  with 
the  ground.     At  length  he  approached  the  imperial  city,  ^htfhtjttgi 
and  encamped  at  Blachern^,  whence  he  difpatched  a  mef-  ^^"^^.*'*- 
fenger  .o  Ae  emperor,  requiring  that  the  patriarch,  and  "'^'" 
^fonrie  Other  perfons  of  diftin<3:ion,  mighc  be  fent  to  treat  of 
.an   accommodation,  (ince  he  was  willing,  he  faid,  to  put 
.  an  end  to  fuch  a  deftruftive  and  expenfive  war.     The  em- 
peror complied  with  his  requeft,  and,  upon  the  delivery  of 
.  hofla^s,  the  conferences  were  opened :  but,  fome  time  af- 
ter, Simeon  defired  an  interview  with  the  emperor  himfelf, 
that  is,  with  Romanus,  who  had  caufed  himfelf  to  be  ac- 
knowleged  the  colleague  of  Conftantine.     Romanus,  well  An  inters 
pleafed  with  this  propofal,  went  firft  to  the  place  appointed,  •*''''*«»  ^'• 
attended  by  his  guards,  and  the  chief  nobility.     Simeon  Z'*'^'*'^' 
came  foon  after,  and  the  two  princes  met  on  the  ninth  of  anJTthe 
IDecember,  in  the  year  923.  Romanus,  in  a  pathetic  fpeech,  king  9/  thi 
put  the  king  of  the  Bulgarians  in  mind  of  the  account  he  Bttigari^ 
was  one  day  to  give  to  the  Eternal  Judge  for  the  Chriftian  ^'*     * 
-blood  he  had  already  Ihfed ;  expoftulated  with  him,  upon 
his  delighting  in  the  flaughter  of  thofe  who  profeiTed  the  fame 
^religion  which  he  had  embraced ;  exhorted  him  to  join  thofe, 
MTith  wbom  he  was  already  united  by  the  fame  faith,  and  ter- 
minating fuch  unnatural  wars,  turn  bis  arms  againft  tHeir 
•common  «ricmy  the  Saracens.    He  told  him,  that,  if  he 
was  prompted  by  the  defire  of  riches  to  commit  fuch  devaf- 
tations,  the  treafures  of  the  empire  (hould  be  opened  to 
him,  provided  he  (heathed  his  fword,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  (bedding  of  Chrillian  blood.     Simeon  was  fo  aiFe£^ed  by  Afeact 
this  fpeech,  that  he  accepted  the  terms  oflfered  by  the  cm-  t^fiudidm 
peror,  figned  the  treaty,  and,  having  received  many  rich 
prefents.from  Romanus,  returned  home,  not  fufTering  bis 
men  to  commit  the  leaft  diforder  in  th^e  provinces  through 
which  they  pafled  "*. 

Sinreon,  having  thus  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Ro*  Yr.  of  FI. 
mans,  turned  his  arms  againft  the  Chrobati,  a  neighbour-       3*74* 
-ing  nation ;  but  he  was  overthrown  by  them,  with  the lofs     *^'  ^*^- 
of  his  whole  army.     He  did  not  long  outlive  this  misfor-  ^^^^^    . 
tune,  but  died  of  grief  a  few  days  after.     He  left  three  fons  ^xr/r- 
behind  him,  namely,  Michael,  whom  he  had  by  his  firft  4kr9vm  fy 

Mfik,  and  Peter  and  John,  by  a  lecond  marriage.    He  ba4  '^'  ^^•" 

hatumnd 
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<ibii(^€l  Hd  eldeft  fon^  whom  fae  diiliked,  to  take  the  tdn 
naftic  habit  fome  years  before  his  death.-  He  was,  therefore, 
fucceeded  by  Peter,  to  whom,  as  he  was  yet  under  age, 
George  Sufurbulus,  his  mother's  brother,  was  appointed 
guardian.  The  neighbouring  nations  no  fooncf  heard  of 
the  death  of  Simeon,  than  they  refolved  to  fall  jointiy  upon 
the  Bulgarians,  by  whom  they  had  been  incelTantly  harailed 
during  the  late  king's  reign.  At  the  fame  time  a  dreadfol 
famine  raged  in  Bulgaria,  the  corn  having  been  coniiimed 
by  incredible  moltitudea  of  locufts.  Sufurbulus  therefore, 
fearing  the  Romans,  encouraged  by  their  ppefent  calamities, 
might  league  with  the  neighbouring  nations  againft  thm, 
advifed  the  yoong  prince  to  indvade  their  dominions  fir& 
with  the  whole  ftrengtfa  of  his  kingdom,  which,  he  faid, 
would  make  way  for  an  advantageous  treaty,  and  prevent 
them  from  joining  their  other  enemies.  Purfuant  to  this 
advice,  Peter  made  an  irruption  into  Macedon  at  the  bead 
^f  a  powerful  army ;  but  when  he  heard,  that  Romanos 
was  marching  againft  him,  he  difpatched  a  monk  tothe 
emperor,  with  propofals  of  peace,  which  be  defined  migbt 
]>e  fUrngthened  and  confirmed  by  a  more  Arid  alliance,  if 
the  emperor  thought  fit  to  give  him  his  grand-daugbterifl 
inarriage.  ^ 

Piter^  his  This  overture  was  very  acceptable  to  Romanas ;  fothat 
fon  and  after  feveral  negociartions  and  conferences  l>etwetn  the  ni* 
juccejfor,  nifters  of  the  two  princes  in  the  city  of  Mefembria,  not  only 
TnoMd'  ^  '^  peace,  but  a  marriage  was  concluded  between  tbcyoaag 
daughter  of  i^'if^  of  the  Bulgarians,  and  Mary  the  davghterofChnh- 
iAi  tmfe^  phef,  the  empcror's  fon.  The  articles  being  ratified,  Pew 
rcr  Roma-  repaired  to  Conftantinople,  where  he  was  fplendidlyentcr- 
*"''  taiityed  by  Romanus,  and,  with  great  folemnity,  married  to 

))is  grand-daughter  by  Stephen  the  patriarch.  TheUngw 
the  Bulgarians  had  fcarce  returned  home,  when  aconfpiracj 
wax  difcovcred,  carried  on  againft  him  by  John  his  brotheii 
and  feveral  other  perfons  of  diftinilion.  All  the  accom- 
plices were  put  to  death ;  but  the  iing  contented  himfcjf 
Hviih  confining  his  brother  to  acaftle,  whence,  with  tbcai- 
fiftance  of  the  emperor's  ambaffadors,  he  made  bis  efcapc 
to  Conftantinople.  Soon  after,  Michael  his  brother,  qwjj 
ting  the  monaftic  habit,  claimed  the  crown,  and  was  jAw 
by  great  numbers  of  Bulgarians ;  but  he  dying,  bis  Mow 
ers,  abandoning  their  native  copntrj,  broke  into  tbc  Bj* 
man  dominions,  and,  ravaging  Macedon  and  Greece,  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Nicopolis,  which  city  they  took,  and  A^ 
fettled  ".  Upon  the  death  of  Romanus^  the  king  of  the  Bolga^ 
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rian^  tent  deputies  to  Conftantinople,  to  renew  with  bis 
fttcce&)r  Nicephorus  Phocas  his  alUanqc  with  the  empire, 
<ieliv€ring  his  two  fons  Bortfes  andKomanas  as  hoftages  ; 
bat  the  king  dying  foon  after,  they  were  fent  home,  where, 
"^vith  much  difficulty,  they  fuppreflcd  a  powerful  faflion, 
lieaded  by  the  four  fons  of  one:  oi  the  chief  lords  of  that 
€K>untry. 

In  the  year  970,  the  Ruffi  or  Rofli,  who  inhabited  the  pre-  Yr.  of  Fl« 
fetit  Fodolia,  broke  into  Bulgaria,  under  the  conduft  of      3319, 
their  king  Spe>ndofthiabus;  and,  having  ravaged  the  country,  ^  ^'  9^7'* 
and  burnt  feveral  towns,  retired  with  an  immenfe  booty.  ~     r~^ 
In  the  courfc  of  the  enfuing  year  they  purfucd  their  ravages,  r^i,jueJh 
and,  having  put  the  Bulgarians  to  ilight,  who  attempted  to  ^^^  k^j^, 
oppofe  thttn,  and,  in  the  purfuit,  taken  Borifes  aud  Ro* 
manus,  the  two  fons-, of  Peter,  prifoners,  they  refolved  ta 
fettle  in   Bulgaria^  finding  it  a  country  far  mor£  pkafant 
and  fertile  than  their  own.     In  this  refolution  th.ey  were 
confirnwd  by  Calocyrus,  a  Roman  fugitive,  who  engaged 
to  rofign  Bulgaria  to  them^  to  enter  into  a  ftri£^  alliance 
-vrith  their  nation,  and  to  pay  them  annually  a  confiderable 
ium,  provided  they  raifed  him  to  the  imperial  throne.   The 
Roffi,  well  acquainted  with  the  late  revolutions  of  the  em« 
pire,  and  the  low  ebb  to  which  the  Roman  power  was  re* 
duced,  thought  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  effisdii; 
VErhat  Calocbyros  propefed.  Accordingly,  having  fecured  the 
a'flidanceof  the  Patzinace,JiSarma^ic  nation,  with  the  Huntts 
or  Hungarians',  and  arjned  fiich  of  the  conquered  Bulga- 
rians, as  they  thought  they  might  fafely  truft,  they  entered 
Xhrace  with  an  army  of  three  hundred  and  eight  thoufand 
mtn^  and,  having  ravaged  that  province,  inveftcd  Adr-ian- 
ople,  where  they  were  foqn  after  defeated,  and  moft  of 
them  cut  in  pieces,  by  Bardus  Sclerus,  with  a  body  of  twelve 
thoufand  Romans*    Such  of  the  Ro(n  as  efcaped  the  ge-  ivAo  are 
neral  flaughter,  returned  into  Bulgaria ;  whence  they  were  ^''f'vsn  out 
afterwards  driven  back  to  their  ancient  habitations  by  John  '^yJo^^^f* 
ZimiCces,  then  emperor :  bot  of  the  war  which  that  prince  pe^r^  to 
fiiade  on  the  Roffi,  till  they  confented  tD  abandon  Bulga-  W/om  tke 
ria,    we  have  fpokqn  at  large  in  our  Conttantinopolitan  Bulgarians, 
hiftory.  >**»''^ 

The  Bulgarians,  being  thus  delivered  from  the  yoke  under  7%  re- 
which  they  had  groaned  fome  years,  fubmittedto  Zimifces  *^*''''  ^"^ 
rticir  deliverer  :  but  their  fubmiffion  lafted  no  longer  than  %gr^l^i,» 
bis  life  ;  for  no  fooner  did  they  receive  the  news  of  the  em-  fourhro* 
pcror's  death,  than,  revolting  from  the  Romans,  they  veft-  thtrs^ 
ed  with   fupreme   power  four   brothers,    David,   Mofes, 
Aaron,  and  Samuel,  called  Cometopoli,  becaufe  they  were 
f;bc  cbildren  of  an  eminent  cosifit  among  them.    Not  on<i 
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of  Pctcr*8  family  was  left,  whom  they  could  prefer.    HU 
two  Tons  Borifes  and  Romanus  had  been  taken  prifoners  by 
Ztmifces  ia  his  war  with  the  Rofli,  and  brought  to  Con* 
'  fiantinople»  whence  they  both  made  their  efcape  upon  that 
prince's  death  ;  but  Borifes,  in  pafling  through  a  wood,  was 
killed  by  a  Bulgarian,    who  miftook  him  for  a  Romam 
Romanus  indeed  was  alive,  but  an  eunuch,    and  confe- 
guently  incapable  of  afcending  the  throne.     Of  the  four 
brothers,  whom  we  have  juft  mentioned,  David  died  foon 
after  be  was  vefted  with  the  fovereign  power;  Mofes  was 
killed  in  the  fiege  of  a  place  called  Serrae  ;  and  Aaron,  be- 
ing  fufpeded  of  favouring  the  Romans,  and  keeping  a  pri- 
vate correfpoiidefice  with  them,  was  murdered  by  Samuel, 
with  all  his  children,  Bladifthlabus  excepted^  who  was  pre* 
ferved  by  Kadomer  the  fon  of  SamueL 
fTuy  eom         Samuel,  who  was  a  warlike  prince,  and  a  man  of  a  reft- 
mt  ^reat     Jcfs  temper,  having  thus  got  the  whole  power  into  bis  own 
^f^"  '•  Kands,  made  frequent  inroads  into  the  Roman  territories, 
#r«i;i^«*   returning  home  with  immenfe  booty,  and  incredible  num- 
*  bcrs  of  captives.     While  Bafilius,  the  fucceflbr  of  Zimifces, 

was  engaged  in  a  civil  war  with  Bardas  Sclerus,  who  had 
aifumed  the  purple,  SamueU  feizing  that  opportunity,  over- 
ran not  only  Thrace  and  Macedon,  but  likewife  Theifaly, 
Greece,  and  Peloponnefut,  in  which  provinces  he  com- 
mitted {hocking  ravages,  burnt  feveral  cities,  took  others, 
and  among  the  reft  LarifFa,  the  inhabitants  whereof  he 
tranfplamed,  with  their  whole  families,  into  Bulgaria,  in- 
corporated fuch  of  tbofe  who  were  able  to  bear  arms  among 
his  troops,  and  employed  them  againft  the  Romans*  Ba^ 
filios  therefore,  incenfed  againft  the  Bulgarians,  bad  no 
fooner  put  an  end  to  the  civil  war  than  he  refc^ved  to  em-» 
ploy  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  empire  againft  them.  Pur- 
iuant  to  this  refolution,  having  afiembJed  all  hid  forces,  be 
left  Conftantinople,  without  acquainting  even  his  own  ge- 
'ijit  em-  nerals  with  his  defign.  He  entered  Bulgaria  through  the 
ffrgr  Bo^-  country  lying  near  Rhodoptes  and  the  river  Eurus,  leaving 
^'  '*"  .  Leo  Meliffenus  behind  him  to  fecure  the  defiles,  while  he, 
n^/o  •'"^  ^y  *  ^'^^  ^^^  through  woods  and  marOies,  advanced  to  Sar- 
dica,  by  the  Bulgarians  called  Triaditza,  with  a  defign  to 
lay  (lege  to  that  important  place ;  but,  as  he  was  making 
the  neceflary  preparations  for  the  attack,  Stephen,  the  com-*^ 
mander  of  the  weftern  forces,  and  an  inveterate  enemy 
to  Leo  MeliiTenus,  coming  to  him  in  the  dead  of  the  night» 
affured  him,  that  Leo  intended  to  ufurp  the  fovereign  power^ 
and  with  that  defign  was  marching,  with  all  the  troops  under 
his  command,  to  the  imperial  city.  The  emperor,  alarmed 
at  this  informadooj  and  at  the  fame  time  apprehending  the 

enemj 


^b'e  Hifiory  of  the  Bulgarians.  363 

enemy  might  feize  on  the  pafies  abandoned  by  Leo,  and  cut 
off  his  retreat,  immediately  ordered  the  army  to  march. 
They  no  fooner  began  to  move,  than  Samuel,  ruihing  from  Yr.  of  Fl« 
the  neighbouring  mountains,  where  he  had  remained  the       3^21. 
whole  time,  fell  with  great  fury  upon  them  in  their  retreat,  ^•^«  973- 
and  turned  it  into  a  precipitate  and  diforderiy  flight.     All        . 
their  baggage  was  taken,  with  the  imperial  robes  .and  dia-  UiedLrf 
dem  ;  great  numbers  of  the  foldiers,  and  fome  officers  of  turn  with 
di{lin£^ion,  were  cut  in  pieces;  but  the  emperor,  with  much  gr^ai  hjs. 
difficulty,  efcaped  to  Fhilippopolis,  where  he  found  Leo 
carefully  attending  his  duty,  and  guarding  the  poft  which 
had  been  committed  to  his  care.   The  emperor,  though  cx- 
afperatcd  againft  Stephen,  the  author  of  fo  much  mifchief^ 

^contented  himfelf  with  reviling  him  in  the  moft  fevere  terms, 
till  he  began  to  defend  what  he  had  done ;  then  Bafilius^ 
no  longer  able  to  command  his  temper,  leaped  from  his  feat, 
andi  feizing  him  by  his  locks  and  beard,  pulled  him  down 
to  the  ground  **. 

During  the  two  following  years  the  emperor  was  diverted,  *rhe  Bufgm^ 

I  by  inteftine  broils,  from  purfuing  the  war  againft  the  Bui-  ^'^»-'/«<»*# 
garians;  and  Samuel^  their  king,  taking  advantage  of  thefe  ^^^j!"', 
difturbanccs,  harafied,  with  daily  incurfions,  the  neighbour*-  ^j^^  empiru 
ing  provinces  :  but  tranquility  was  no  fooner  reftored  to  the 
.empire,  than  Bafilius  made  vaft  preparations  both  by  fea  and 
land,  with  a  defign  entirely  to  fubdue  that  redlefs  and  tur- 
bulent nation.  In  the  firft  place,  he  made  a  progrefs  into 
Thrace  and  Macedon ;  and,  having  vifited  the  frontiers  on 
that  fide,  and  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  Theflalonica,  under 
the  command  of  Gregorius  Taronstas,  to  reftrain  the  Bul- 
garians, returned  to  Conftantinople,  to  haften  the  military 
preparations.  In  the  mean  time  Samuel,  approaching  Thef- 
falonica  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  place,  after  having,  by  a.ftratagem,  killed  the 
governor,  and  taken  his  fon  prijfoner.  Elated  by  this  fuc- 
ccfs,  he  crofled  the  Peneus,  and,  having  over-run  all  Thef- 
faly,  Bceotia,  and  Attica,  penetrated  into  the  very  heart  of 
Peloponnefus,  ravaging  all  the  provinces  through  which  be 
pafled.  The  emperor  difpatched  the  flower  of  his  army 
againft  him,  under  the  command  of  Nicephorus  Uranus, 
who,  leaving  his  heavy  baggage  at  Larifla,  pafled  with  in- 
credible expedition  the  Pharfalian  plains,  and  the  river  Api- 
danus,  arrived  at  the  Spercheius,  and  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  that  river  oppofite  to  Samuel.  The  river  was  then 
fo  fwelled,  that  Samuel,  believing  the  Romans  could  not 
pafs  it,  lay  with  great  fecurity  on  the  other  fide :  however, 
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Yr.  of  FI.  Uranus  haviiij^  difcovered,  wkfa  indefatigable  pains,  a  ferd, 
3^27.       paifed  the  river  in  the  dead  of  night,  aad,  falling  upoo  the 
A*  P.  97V  Bulgarians  while  they  lay  aileep,  without  the  Icaft  apprc- 
•T      '       henfion  of  danger,  made  a  dreadful  havock  before  they  had 
uttTrlTae^    ^^^  *°  affume  their  arms.    Samuel  and  his.  fonRomanns 
'ftcuedby      were  dangeroufly  wounded,   and  mutt  unavoidably  have 
V*4inMs.       fallen  into  the  conqueror's  hands,  had  they  not  kept  them- 
fclvcs  concealed  the  whole  day  among  the  dead,  and  in  the 
night  ftolen  away  to  the  mountains  of  :i£to}ia,  along  the 
tops  of  which  they  travelled  to  Mount  Pindus,  and  thence 
into  Bulgaria.    Upon  his  return,  he  found  bis  daughter  en- 
amoured to  fuch  a  degree  of  Afotes,  the  fon  of  iJrcgory, 
.late  governor  of  Thefi'alonica,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner, 
that  £he  declared  (he  was  determined  to  deftroy  herfel/,  uo^ 
.lefs  ihe  was  allowed  to  marry  him.    Samuel  complied  with 
her  defire,  and,  as  foon  as  the  nuptial  folemnity  was  over) 
lent  his  new  fon-in-law,  with  his  wife,  to  refide  at  Dyrra- 
«:hi,um,  appointing  him  governor  of  that  impcM'tant  place j 
but  he  had  not  been  long  there  when,  hearing  that  the  em- 
peror's gallics  were  cruifing  on  the  coaft,  he  embraced  that 
opportunity  to  return  to  Conftantinople,  where  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  kkidly  received  and  preferjed  by  the  emperor, 
be  to  the  dignity  of  magifter,  and  (he  to  that  of  zofta,  whofe 
province  it  was  to  take  care  of  the  imperial  vaidrobe. 
Afotes  brought  letters  with  him  to  the  empei^oi:  from  Chry- 
felius,  one  pf  the  chief  officers  in  Dyrrachium,  wherein  he 
promifisd  to  deliver  the  city  iiuo  the  hands  of  the  Romans, 
on  condition  the  emperor  would  confer  the  dignity  of  a  pa- 
trician otthim  and  his  two  fons;  but,  fo  far  as  vecancon^ 
Jefture  from  CedrcnuR,  whofe  text  is  ftrangely  corrjiptedin 
this  place,  the  delivering  up  of  the  city  was  prevented  by 
the  death  of 'Chryielius.     However,  the  emperor  became 
*     mafker  of  the  place  not  long  after,  but  in  what  manner  vc 
are  not  told  p. 
Bajllus  in-      Jq  the  following  vear  the  emperor  entered  Bulgaria  m 
'^tV^^"'  P^^^">  **y  *^^  ^^y  o^  PhiiippopoJis -,  and,  having  taken  fe- 
^^d  tikes     *^''*^  ^^^^  ^^^  catties,  detached  from  Mofynopolis  part 01 
feviral       his  army,  .under  the  command  of  Theodorocranus,  a  patnt 
fortrejeu     cian,  and  Nicephorus  Xiphias,  protofpatbarian,  againft  ^ 
Bulgarian  cities  beyond  Mount  Haemus.    By  ^hefc  were  re^ 
duccd  the  Great  and  the  Little  Perfthlaba,  with  Plifcoba, 
a,nd  fcveral  other  fortified  places*.  Next  year  Bafilias  iop^" 
fon  made  a  fccond  inroad  into  Bulgaria,  by  the  way  ot 
IheiTalonica,  took  fome  cities,  burnt  a  great  number  of  vu* 
lages,  and  laid  the  country  watte.    The  city  of^Beiioea  wS 
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furren^ercd  to  him  by  Dobromerus,  governor  of  the  place, 
whom  the  ertiperor  honoured  with  the  rifle  and  rank  of  pro* 
conful.  The  city  of  Scrvia,  which  was  defended  by  a  nu- 
merous garrifon,  under  the  command  of  Nicolas,  made  a 
lotig  and  vigorous  refiftance  ;  but  was  taken  at  laft  by  ftorm. 
From  Servia  the  emperor  returned  to  Conftantinople,  car- 
rying with  him  a  great  number  of  captives,  and  among  the 
reft  Nicolas,  governor  of  the  place,  whom,  for  his  gallant 
behaviour,  he  generoufly  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  patricians 
but  Nicolas,  preferring  the  fervice  of  his  mafter  to  all  the! 
honours  the  emperor  could  confer  upon  him,  made  his  ef*- 
cape  to  Samuel,  and  jointly  with  him  laid  fiegc  to  Servia; 
The  emperor  no  fooner  received  intelligence  of  this  enter- 
prize,  than  he  marched  thither  in  perfon,  obliged  the  Bul- 
garians to  retire,  and,  attacking  them  in  their  retreat,  took 
Nicolas  a  fecond  time  prifoner,  and  fent  him  to  Conftan- 
tinople, where  he  was,  by  the  emperor's  order,  kept  under 
clofe  confinement.  From  Servia  BaHliusrled  his  army  into 
Theflaly,  and  repaired  fuch  caftles  as  had  been  difmantlcd 
by  the  Bulgarians,  recovered  thofe  that  were  ftill  held  by 
them,  and  reunited  that  province  to  the  empire.  Early  irt 
the  fpring  he  entered  Bulgaria  again,  and  laid  fiege  to  Bo* 
dyna,  which  held  out  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  but 
was  in  the  end  taken  by  ftorm. 

'  As  the  autumn  was  already  far  (pent,  the  emperor,  Hav-  ^Ihgirarn^ 
itig  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  Bodyna,  marched  back  with  utterly  di^ 
the  reft  of  his  troops  to  Conftantinople.    When  he  had  pro-  ^^^^^ 
ceeded  on  his  return,  as  far  as  the  river  Axius,  he  found 
Samuel,  with  all  the  forces  he  had  been  able  to  aflemble, 
encamped  on  the  oppofite  bank ;  but  Bafilius,  having  dif- 
covered  a  ford,  and  paffed  the  riv.er  in  the  night,  fell  early 
next  morning  on  the  enemy,  before  they  could  put  them- 
felves  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  routed  them  with  great 
flaughter.     Samuel's   army  being  thus  defeated  and  dif- 
perfed,  Romanus,  the  fon  of  the  late  king  Peter,  and  bro- 
ther of  Borifes,  furrendered  to  the   emperor  the  city  of 
Stopiae,  of  which  he  was  governor,  and  was  on  that  account 
rewarded  with  the  dignity  of  patrician.    Samuel,  no  longer 
able  to  keep  the  field,  placed  ftrong  guards  in  all  the  defiles, 
to  prevent  the  emperor  from  penetrating  farther  into  Bul- 
garia.    However,  Bafilius,  determined  upon  the  fcntire  re- 
duflion  of  the  country,  farced,  not  without  great  lofs  of 
men,  feveral  pafles  ;  but,  in  theftreights  of  Cimba  Longus, 
he  would  have  been  cut  oiF  with  his  whole  army,  had  not 
Nicephorus  Xiphias,  governor  of  Philippopolis,  marching 
with  a  ftrong  detachment  through  by-ways,  and  over  a  fteep 
mountain,  unexpeAedly  afiauUed  the  etiemy's  rear,  and  ob- 
liged 
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liged  them  to  abandon  their  pod.  Then  Bafiliusi  entering 
the  ftrcights  without  oppofition,  purfued  them  with  great 
flaughter,  though  they  retired  in  good  order,  and  often, 
facing  about,  fkirmifhed  with  the  Romans.  In  one  of  thefe 
ikirmtflies  the  king  narrowly  efcaped  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  Romans  ;  but  was  refcued  by  the  valour  and  condutl 
of  his  fon^  when  he  was  already  furrounded  on  all  fide^, 
and  conveyed  fafe  to  the  caille  of  Prilapus,  though  clofelf 
purfued  by  a  body  of  Roman  horfe.  On  this  occafionthe 
emperor  is  faid  to  have  taken  fifteen  thoufand  prifonersr 
whom  he  treated  with  great  inhumanity  ;  for  he  caufcd  their 
eyes  to  be  put  out,  and  to  every  hundred  afUgning  a  guide, 
who  had  one  eye  left,  fent  them  in  that  condition  to  Sa- 
mueL  The  king  of  the  Bulgarians,  already  broken  with 
king  oftki  age,  and  worn  out  with  misfoi tunes,  was  fo  fliocked at  this 
Bulgari'  difmal  fpe^lacle,  that  he  fell  into  a  fwoon  ;  and,  though  he 
mns^dtts  of  j-g^jji-ned  to  his  fenfes,  yet  he  died  in  two  days  of  grief''. 
'   "^^  Samuel  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Gabriel,  whom  he  had 

by  a  captive  of  LarifTa.  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign  the 
emperor,  purfuing  the  conqueft  of  Bulgaria,  reduced  a  ftrong 
caftle  named  Matzucius,  and  then  invefted  Strumpitza,  a 
place  of  great  flrength.  During  the  fiege  he  detached  Thco- 
phyiafl,  one  of  his  generals,  with  a  body  of  chofen  men, 
to  reduce  the  fortreffcs  among  the  mountains,  and  open  % 
way  through  the  woods.  Theophylaft  made  himfelf  mailer 
neBuU  of  feveral  places;  but  being  afterwards  furprifcd  by  the 
gt^tans  cut  Bulgarians  in  a  narrow  pafs,  where  he  could  not  draw  up 
'if  P^^l  j^js  men,  he  was  cut  off,  with  the  whole  body  under  his 
command.  The  emperor,  to  whom  Strumpitza  had  fuh- 
miiu^d  after  a  vigorous  refiftance,  hearing  of  this  misfor- 
tune, thought  proper  to  retreat ;  accordingly  he  marchcil 
back  to  Mofynopolis,  arid  thence  to  Theffalonica.  On  his 
route  he  took  the  caftle  of  Pi ilapus,  Stypcius,  Melencios, 
and  Budena  ;  and  burnt  Buteliana,  the  royal  palace  of  the 
Bulgarian  kings.  During  the  winter  Gabriel  was  killed, 
while  he  was  hunting,  by  Bladifthlabus,  the  fon  of  Aaron, 
whofe  life  he  had  formerly  preferved.  Bladifthlabus,  being 
acknowleged  king  by  the  Bulgarians,  immediately  acquaint- 
ed the  emperor  with  the  death  of  Gabriel,  and  his  owa 
jiromotion,  acknowleging  himfelf  at  the  fame  time  a  fob- 
jeftand-vaflal  of  the  empire;  but  Bafilius,  fufpeffinghis 
fincerity,  returned  early  in  the  fp ring  into  Bulgaria,^ 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  ftrong  caftles  and  fortinw 
towns,  in  one  of  which  he  look  fome  of  the  principal  ffl^** 
among  the  Bulgarians. 
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Meanwhile  Bladiilhlabus  fent  a  new  deputation  to  the 
emperor,  offering  to  fubmit  to  fuch  terms  as  he  (hould 
think  proper  to  prefcribe.  At  the  fame  time  the  emperor 
received  letters  from  the  Bulgarians  owning  themfelves  his 
fubje£ls  and  vaffals  ;  but  Bamius  being  informed  that  nei-  Ba/Hsnt  re* 
ther  the  king  nor  his  fubjecls  were  iincere  in  their  declara-  ^^"' /*• 
tions,  and  that  they  had  made  an  attempt  upon  Dyrrachium,  "V^f^g- 
hoping  to  furprife  that  important  place,  entered  Bulgaria  ^  ''^^'* 
once  more.  Having  laid  wade  the  countries  of  Oftrobus^ 
Gofens,  and  Pelagonia,  he  advanced  to  Acris,  the  place 
where  the  Bulgarian  kings  ufually  rcfided,  which  he  re^ 
duced  ;  and  then,  leaving  part  of  his  army  in  Pelagonia  to 
curb  the  Bulgarians,  he  marched  with  thereil  to  reduce  the 
neighbouring  provinces  \  but  he  was  fcarce  departed,  when 
IbatzeSj  a  man  of  great  didinftion  among  the  Bulgarians, 
remarkable  for  his  valour  and  experience,  having  drawn 
the  Romans  left  by  the  emperor  into  an  ambufcade,  cut 
them  off,  with  their  commanders,  almod  to  a  man.  Iti 
confequence  of  thisdifader  Baiilius,  marching  back  in  great 
rage,  laid  feveral  cities  in  adies,  ravaged  the  open  country 
with  fire  and  fword,  and  having  taken  a  great  number  of 
prifoners,  ordered  their  eyes  xh  be  put  out,  and  in  that  con<- 
dition  to  be  fent  to  Bladidhlabus.  On  the  other  hand  the 
Bulgarians,  making  frequent  fallies  from  the  woods,  de* 
droyed  great  numbers  of  men  \  infomuch  that,  his  army 
being  greatly  diminifhed,  he  returned  earlier  than  ufual  to 
Condantinople.  On  his  march  he  befiegcd  the  qadie  of 
Pernicus ;  but  the  garrifon  making  a  vigorous  refidance, 
he  lay  before  it  eighty  days,  affaulting  it  almod  every  day 
with  his  whole  army ;  but  being  condantly  repulfed  with 
great  lofs,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  enterpiize,  and 
retire.  However,  thinking  he  could  not,  without  forfeit-  . 
ing  his  reputation,  give  ^ip  the  war,  till  he  had  entirely 
fubdued  Bulgaria,  after  having  fo  often  invaded  it  in  per^ 
fon,  he  allowed  his  army  but  a  (hort  refpite;  and  then  tak- 
ing the  field  again,  laid  fiege  to  Cadoria,  a  fortified  town 
in  Pelagonia. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  the  Bulgarians,  having  col- 
lefted  all  the  forces  he  could  muder,  began  to  march  to- 
wards the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  in  order  to  oblige  the 
emperor  to  abandon  Bulgaria,  and  hallen  back  to  the  de^ 
fence  of  his  own  dominipns.     Biifilius  accordingly,  break-  and  puts 
ing  up  the  fiege  of  Cadoria,  marched  againd  Bladidhlabus,  '^«>  ^'«^ 
who,  not  willing  to  put  the  whole  to  the  ifTue  of  an  engage-  *^^^S^^* 
ment,  retired  at  his  approach.     Bafilius  detached  Condan-  tiUedffitm 
imt.  Diogenes  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  who  put  many  to  after. 
the  fword,  took  the  horfe$  and  baggage  of  the  king,  with 
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one  of  his  kinfincn,  and  rcturni&d  loaded  with  booty.   The 
emperor  afterwards  took  by  ftorm  the  caftle  of  Satxna, 
where  he  found  a  great  quantity  of  corn,  which  he  ordered 
to  be  removed,  and  then  fet  fire  to  the  place.  Having  ended 
the  campaign  he  returned  to  Conftantinople.     He  was  no 
fooner  gone  than  the  king  of  the  Bulgarians  inveftcd  Dyr- 
rachium  \  but  the  garrifon  making  a  vigorous  refiftance, 
ni  chiif     he  was  (lain  in  an  aiTauIt.     The  Bulgarians,  who  bad  hi- 
mum  among  therto  defended  their  country  with  unparalleled  valour,  and 
tkg  Bu^A"  maintained  their  liberties  again  ft  the  whole  ftrength  of  the 
Mmit         empire,  in  a  war  which  had  lafted  more  than  twenty  yeare, 
being  now  quite  difpiritcd  by  the  lofs  of  their  king,  fent  d^ 
puties  to  the  emperor,  with  offers  of  a  total  and  unlimited 
fubmiflion.     Bafilius  received  them  in  the  moft  obliging 
manner,    and    lepairing  into  Bulgaria,  was  met  on  the 
confines  by  the  governors  of  thirty-fix  caftles,  whicb  they 
furrendered.     Their  example  was  followed  by  moft  of  the 
chief  men  of  Bulgaria,  and  even  by  the  wife  of  the  dcceafed 
king,  who  coming  to  the  emperor  with  three  of  her  fons 
and  her  fix  daughters,  renounced  all  claim  to  dominion. 
She  had  three  other  fons  by  the  king,  but  they  had  taken 
refuge  on  the  tops  of  the  Ceraunic  mountains,  from  which 
they  were  fobn  after  obliged  by  famine  to  come  down  and 
furrender  themfclvcs.     Bafilius  received  them  with  grot 
humanity,  raifcd  Profranus,  who  appears  to  have  been  the 
cldeft,  to  the  dignity  of  maglfter,  and  the  other  fivetotbt 
of  patrician.    To  the  mother  and  the  daughters  he  allowed 
a  maintenance  fuitable  to  their  rank,  and  ever  treated  them 
with  the  utmoft  refpeft. 

At  Achris,  where  the  Bulgarian  kings  ufually  reCdcd,  he 
was  received  by  his  new  fubjefts  with  loud  acclamationSi 
There  he  feized  on  the  immenfc  treafure  of  the  Bulgarian 
princes,  and  found,  among  other  things  of  great  value, 
feveral  crowns  enriched  with  pearls,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  gold,  which  he  beflowed  as  a  reward  upon  hisfoldiers'- 
There  remained  now  but  one  man  in  the  whole  countryca- 
pable  of  raifing  difturbances,  who  had  not  fubmittedtothc 
emperor.  This  was  Ibatzes,  a  perfon  nearly  allied  to  the 
royal  family,  who  during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  hadgi^en 
feveral  inftan^cs  of  his  courage  and  implacable  hatred  to 
the  Romans.  He,  refufing  to  fubmit,  feized  on  a  caftle 
ftanding  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  very  difficult  of  ^' 


cefs;  and  having  fortified   himfelf,  declared,  that  he  w» 
refolved  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity ;  bat  in  whit  "1 
manner  he  was  feized  in  his  caftle  and  brought  to  the  cifl- 
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|»f fer,  vc  have  related  at  large  in  our  ConftantinopoUfcin  y^,  of  f h 
ViftQf7«    ^^^  "^^  Bafiliu^^abfolute. mailer  of  all  Bulgaria,      936^ 
ti>QkiiprQgFefs  through  the  country,  receiving  the  fubmif^  AD. loiy. 
fions  qf  h\%  new  fubje£is,  and  caufing  feveral  caftles  to  be    "*~     7"^ 
demolifted,  left  the  Bulgarians  (hould  attempt  to  (hake  off  ^^]f^^J^^'^ 
the  yeke,     Then  leaving  Bulgaria!  he  repaired  to  Athens,  ^/ubJu^d,- 
wd  aferibing  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  hiaarinstQ  the 
prote^ipn  pf  the  Virgin  Mary,  he  enriched  her  church  in 
that  city  with  iftany  prefents  of  great  value.    From  Athens 
be  rctMrned  to  ConftantinQple,v^hich  he  entered  in  triumph 
through  the  Golden  Gate,  amidft  the  acclttiialions  of  tho 
multitude,  the  widow  of  the  late  king  of  the  Bulgarians^ 
with  all  the  princes  and  princeifes  of  the  blood-royal,  walk* 
ing  before  him.    This  conqueft  and  final  redu£iion  of  BuU 
garia,  which  had  been  often  attempted  in  vain  by  other  em-i 
perors,  was  efFedred  by  Bafilius  in  the  forty-fourth  year  o£ 
bis  reign,  and  of  the  Chriftian  xra  1017. 

The  Bulgarians  bore  the  yoke  patiently  till  1032,  when 
they  revolted  from  Michael  IV.  under  the  CQndu£l:  of  De^ 
leanus ;  and  being  joined  by  the  Dyrrachians,  who  had 
likewife  rebelled,  defeated  the  imperial  troops,  and  even 
laid  fiege  to  Theffalonica.     But  they  were  utterly  defeated 
by  the  emperor,  and  their  country  entirely  reduced.     From 
that  time  the  Bulgarians  continued  fubje£l  to  the  emperors 
of  Conftantinople,  whom  they  powerfully  affifted  both  againft 
the  Latins  ^nd  the  Turks,  and  were,  on  that  account,  a}? 
lowed  to  choofe  a  king  of  their  own  nation,  who  neverthe- 
lefs  owned  himfelf  a  vaflTal  of  the  empire.     In  1206,  John, 
king  of  Bulgaria,  marching  againft  Baldwin,  the.  firft  em« 
peror  of  the  Latins  in  Conftantitiople,  while  he  was  befieg- 
ing  Adrianople,  routed  his  army  with  great  flaughter,  re- 
lieved the  city,  and  having  taken  the  emperor  himfelf  pri? 
foner,  carried  him  to  Ternova,  at  that  time  the  capital  of 
Bulgaria.     There  he  caufed  hh  hands  and  feet  to  be  cut 
ofFy  and  ordered  him,  thus  maimed r  to  be  thrown  into  a 
neighbouring  valley,  where  he  lay  in  the  utmoft  agony  {qt 
three  days,  and  then  expiring,  was  devoured  by  the  wild 
b^afts,  and  birds  of  prey.     In   1275,  Stephen,  the  fourth 
king  of  Hungary,  vanquiflied  in  a  great  battle  Cea,  prince 
of  Bulgaria^  and  having  cut  his  whole  army  in  pieces^ 
obliysd  the  Bulgarians  to  acknowlege  him  for  their  king* 
Hence  Stephen  and  his  fucceflbrs  were  ftyled  kings  of 
Hungary  and  Bulgaria,  which  title  palled,  with  the  kingr 
dom  of  Hungsiry,  to  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  A^ftria. 
With  the  ai&ftance  of  the  Greek  emperors  they  (hook  of 
the  Hungarian  yoke»  and  in.  1369,  under  the  condu^  oi 
Safmenos  their  king,  attempted  the  recovery  of  Adrianople, 
Vol.  XVII.  B  b  taken 
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taken  by  the  Turks ;  but  were  totally  defeated  by  Amo* 
rath  I.  who  had  no  fooner  fettled  his  affairs  in  Afia,  than, 
provoked  againft  the  Bulgarians  for  their  late  attempt,  he 
turned  his  arms  againft  them.  Entering  Bulgaria  with  a 
numerous  army,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  for- 
trefies,  and  obliged  Safmenos  co  purchafe  a  peace,  by  ceding 
the  far  greater  part  of  bis  kingdom,  and  promifing  to  hold 
the  reft  as  his  vaflal  and  tributary  :  but  Bajazet,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Amurath,  invading  Bulgaria  without  the  leaftpro- 
Tocation,  made  an  abfolute  conqueft  of  the  whole  country 
in  1396,  and  reduced  it  to  a  province  of  the  Torkifh  em- 
pire, in  which  ftate  it  has  continued  ever  Gnce. 

We  (hall  now,  in  compliance  with  our  plan,  proceed  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  Oftrogoths  iij  Italy,  from  Theodoricto 
their  expuliion  by  Narfes;  of  the  exarchs  of  Ravenna,  till 
driven  put  by  the  Lombards  \  and  of  the  Lombards  in  ln\]i 
to  Defiderius  their  laft  king,  taken  prifoner  by  Charle- 
magne. Thefe  three  different  hiftories  will  afford  us  matter 
for  the  following  chapter. 
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CHAP.     LXXXVI. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Oftrogoths  in  Italy,  i^( 
Exarchs  of  Raventiat  and  the  Lombards  in 
Italy, 

SECT.     I. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Oftrogoths  in  Italy y  to  their  Expujfm 

by  Narfes. 

IN  the  foregoing  chapter,  we  brought  Theodoric,  lingw 
the  Oftrogoths  into  Italy,  and  placed  him  on  the  throne 
of  Odoacer-  We  (hall  now  give  the  reader  a  fuccinft  ac- 
count of  this  excellent  prince's  reign,  whoni  wc  mult  not 
Gonfider  as  an  intruder  or  ufurper,  but  as  the  lawffll  fove- 
reign  of  the  countries  he  poflefled,  efpecially  of  the  tang' 
dom  of  Italy  \  for,  when  he  firft  imparted  to  Zeno  his  de- 
fign  of  invading  that  country,  the  emperor  not  only  ap* 
proved  of  the  undertaking,  but  encouraged  him  to  it,  aD°» 
recomniending  to  his  proteflion  the  fenate  and  peoprc  ^ 
Rome,  difmifled  him  loaded  with  rich  prefents.   Dur«|S 
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tKctourfe  df  the  war,  Theodoric  fent  diftinfl:  accounts  of 
all  that  pafled  to  the  emperor,  who  was  greatly  pleafed  with 
the  fuccefs  that  attended  his  arms  ;  for,  when  he  was  in- 
formed, that  Theodoric  only  wanted  Ravenna  to  be  entire 
mafter  of  Italy,  he  advifed  him  to  lay  afide  the  Gothic 
drefs,  and  affume  the  royal  diadem,  mantle,  and  other  en- 
^gns  of  majefty  •.  Upon  the  reduftion  of  Ravenna,  which 
happened  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Anaftafius,  the 
fucceffor  of  Zeno,*  he  was  by  the  new  emperor  acknow* 
leged  as  a  juft  and  lawful  prince  :  though  the  Goths,  upon 
the  death  of  Odoacer,  proclaimed  him  again  king  of  all 
Italy  *)  without  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  em* 
peror,  yet  Anaftafius  approved  of  what  they  had  done,  as 
is  manifeft  from  the  letters  he  wrote  to  him,  and  from 
Theodoric*s  anfwer,  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  by 
Cafliodore.  Befides,  when  Theodoric  undertook  the  con^ 
queft  of  Italy,  the  weftern  empire  was  at  an  end ;  Spain 
was  poflefled  by  the  Vandals,  the  Vifigoths,  and  the  Sueves  j 
Gaul  by  the  Franks  and  Burgundians  \  Britain  by  the  Sax- 
ons ;  and  Italy  kft  a  prey  to  the  Heruli,  the  Rugians,^nd 
other  barbarous  nations. 

While  the  laft  mentioned  country,  which,  for  fo  many  He  dAi- 
ages,  had  given  law  to  the  world,  thus  groaned  under  the  ^''''  ^^^f 
yoke  of  the  BaAariana,  the  emperors  of  the  Eaft  being  un*  •^'^^^/ 
able  to  afford  it  the  leaQ:  relief,  Theodoric,  with  their  conx  ^^^^^ 
fent  and  approbation,  undertook  the  great  work ;  and  hav*. 
ing,  at  his  own  expence,  and  with  the  troops  of  his  own 
nation,  expelled  the  tyrant,  he  was,  with  loud  acclamations, 
received  by  the  people  as  their  king  and  deliverer.     Th^ 
onlv  perfon  who  had  then  any  claim  to  Italy  was  the  em*, 
peror  of  the  Eaft ;  and  both  Zeno,  and  his  fucceffor  Anafta^- 
fius,  acknowleged  Theodoric  king  of  that  country,  not  only 
allowing  him  to  wear  the  royal  enfigns,  but  transferring  to 
him  III  their  claims  and  rights. 

Theodoric,  though  he  was  mafter  of  all  Italy  and  Sicily^ 
and  lik<*wife  of  Rhaetia,  Noricum,  Dalmatia,  Liburnia, 
Iftria,  and  great  part  of  Suevia,  Pannonia,  and  Gaul, 
and  governed  Spain,  as  guardian  to  his  young  nephew 
Amalaric,  yet  he  did  not  affume  the  title  of  emperor, 
but  contented  himfelf  with  that  of  king,  either  out  of  re- 
fpc£i  to  the  emperors  of  the  Eaft,  or  becaufe  he  cftcemed 
the  title  of  king,  denoting  an  independent-  authority,  more 
honourable  than  that  of  emperor;  .or  perhaps  bec?iufc 
Odoacer,  whom  he  fuccecded,  had  affumed  no  other.    Be 

•  Jorn.  de  Rcb.  Get.  p.  69«*  *  I*agi  in  Diffcrt.  Hypat.  de 

Coafultb.  p.  300. 

Bb^  that 


}7»  ^^  J^lfiory  of  th€ 

that  as  it  majr,  TKeodoric  hittog  no  enemy  to  contend  with 
after  the  death  of  Odoacer,  fiieatbed  his  fword,  and  applie4 
himfelf  wholly  to  the  eftablifiiing  of  good  order  tbrougboet 
hi  rtuint  his  new  doviinions.     He  retained  the  fame  laws,  the  fam^ 
^j^**' .    magiftratcs>  tbe  fame  polity,  and  the  fame  difiribuiioa  of 
fi^J^r  "      provinces*    Military  honours,  for  the  moft  part,  he  con* 
trMa.        ferred  on  the  Goths;  but  preferred  the  Romans  onlyt^ 
cinl.  employn»ents^    Hence  the  Romans^  that  is,  the  an- 
cient inhabitants  of  Italy,  were  extremely  pkafed  witb  hi> 
Hovemment }  and  Gelafius,  biihop  of  Rome,  wrote  a  letteri 
congratulating  him   upon  his  happy  adminiftration.   He 
diftributed  the  Goths  among  the  fortified  places,  with  tbdf 
captains,   who  commanded  in  time  of  war,  and  governed 
th^m  in  time  of  peace.    The  Romans  were  governed  bf 
the  fame  magiflrates  they  had  obeyed  under  the  emperors*^ 
but  with  this  difference,  that  by  the  emperors  were  fent  a  coo- 
fularis,  aprselcs,  a  conedor,  into  each  province,  to  whomiHV 
all  fuitss  recourfe  was  to  be  had  from  the  moft  remote  pam: 
whereas  the  Goths  fent,  befides  the  above  mentioned  b»' 
giSiates,  others  of  an  inferior  rank  to  eirery  imaii  viBagey 
who,  by  adminiftring  jufticeon  the  fpot,  delivered  Aepeo- 
jple  from  the  great  trouble  and  expence  they  had  been  at  Id 
the  Roman  times,  when  the  power  of  deciding  controverfies 
il^as  vefted  in  the  fupreme  magiitrate  alone.    The  Gotb 
were  no  lefs  fcrupulous  in  the  choice  of  thefe  inferior  ma- 
giftiaites  than  of  the  great  officers,  employing  only  perfosi 
^i  known  integrity,  and  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  al- 
lowing no  appeals  to  other  tribunals,  but  in  cafes  of  vm^ 
feft  injuftice.     Of  thefe  inferior  magtftrates  fomc  wef< 
called  cancelbri^  others  canonicacii,  and  comites  (efere&' 
darii  ^ 

As  Theodoric  made  no  alteration  in  the  laws,  magiftrajc** 

Or  form  of  government,  except  that  which  we  have  juft 

Hi  continis  mentioned,  fo  he  contented  himfelf  with  the  fame  trtbuW* 

th^th       ^^^  taxes  which  had  been  levied  by  the  emperors;  hat  was 

liuxes  paid  ^^  VM^^^  generous  than  they  had  ever  been  to  remit  tke« 

to  the  em-    ©«  occafion  of  any  public  calamity.     Thus  he  remitted  W 

fifors.        the  inhabitants  of  Campania  the  tribute  they  irfually  pai*!! 

upon  their  reprefenting  that  they  had  fuffercd  muck  by  a^ 

eruption  of  Mount  Vefuvius.    The  letter  or  order  whick 

Ike  fent  on  this  occafion  to  Fauftus,  confularis  or  governor 

of  Campania,  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  Caffiodore.  i> 

that  letter  he  tells  Fauftus,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ca»W' 

nia,  having  fuffered  greatly,  had  petitioned  him  for  fcli"> 

Aat  be  was  ready  to  grant  them  their  requeft,  provided  k 

«  Grot,  in  Proleg.  ad  Hiftc  Goth.  p.  46.  > 

vas 
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>Rra«  ri^tly  informed  of  the  misfort«fic,  and  knew  how  to 
judge  of  the  danragje  they  had  fuftained.     He  commands 
Jiim  to  fend  fome  perfon  of  known  integrity  into  the  terri- 
tories of  Nola  and  Naples,  to  view  the  lands,  and  take  an 
^imate  of  the  lofs,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  make 
31   proportionable  allowance  out  of  the  tribate  ^4    k  was 
probably  on  this  occafion  that  the  Neapolkans  eneSed,  in 
their  great  forum  or  market-place,  a  ftattte  to  TlicodoriCf 
vrhich  is  faid  to  have  afterwards  pt^faged  the  end  of  the 
■government  of  the  Goths  in  Italy  (M).     In  like  manner 
Thcodoric  exempted  the  inhabitants  of  Sipoutuih,  in  Puglia^i 
ftt>in  all  taxes  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  upon  their  repre- 
senting that  their  lands  had  been  laid  waftc  by  the  Vandals    • 
of  Africa,  who  were  conftantly  making  defoents  on  the  coaft 
of  lta!y  *. 

He  not  only  parddned,  but  pr^ferr«!  to  the  firfl  cmploy- 

«tems^  fevcral  Italians,  or,  as  they  were  ftill  called  in  his 

time,  Romams,  wlio  liad  defended  Odoacer  to  the  laft ;  hot 

^   iVich  as  had  declared  for  him,  and  afterwards  revolted  to  the 

(  4en«rnfy,  be  punHhcd  according  to  the  Roman  law,  taking 

t    from  them  the  power  of  making  teftaments :  bat  in  the 

,    tfhird  year  of  hii  reign,  he  was  prevailed  ^-pon  by  Lauren- 

tius  and  Epiphandos,  the  one  biftop  of  M41an,  the  ^ther  of 

9Pavia,  to  publifii  a  general  pardon.     Upon  bis  becoming 

,    maiftcr  of  Italy,  he  did  not  treat  the  natives  as  thefe  of  the 

,    'Other  Roman  provinces  were  treated  by  the  Barbarians^ 

who  conquered  them.    Thefe  ftripped  the  ancient  pro- 

"^  Ca/Sod.  Van  Hb.  iv.  ep.  50.  «  Ibid.  lib.  ii.  cp.  37. 

(M)  This  ftatue  was  mhdeof  Amalafuntha,  the  daughter  cif 

fmall  pebbles  of  various  colours,  Theodoric,  and  mother  of  the 

«nd  fo  artfuUy  cemented,  that  late   king.      But  when  Julli- 

they  rcprefenied  Thcodoric  to  nian  declared  war  ugainCl  the 

tbe  life.     While  he  was   flill  Goths,  the  thighs  ^md  feet  df 

living,  tkkt  head  of  the  Aatue  the flatue  fell  to  the, ground; 

fell,  and  broke  to  pieces ;  and  from  which  event  the  Romaoa 

foon  after  Theodoric  died.    He  concluded,  that  the  empire  of 

was  fucceeded  by  Athalaric  his  the  Goths  iQ  Italy  was  at  an 

grandfon,  in  the  eighth  year  of  end,  and  that  they  would  be 

whofe  Teign  the  beUy  of  the  fla-  foon  driven  out,  as  it  happened* 

tue  fuddenly  fell  df  itfelf ;  and  a  This  preface,  fays  Procopius, 

few  days  after  news  were  brought  from  whom  we  have  borrowed 

,  to  Naples  of  the  death  of  Atha-  the  wlxolc  account,  greatly  en- 

laric.     Not  long  after,  the  ge-  coumgedthe  emperor's  troops, 

nitala  dropped  olT;  and  an  ac-  and  gave  them  certain  hopes  of 

count  was  brought  of  the  un-  viSory  (!)• 
l^ftppy  4ad  undeferved  end  of 

(1}  Precop.  BtU.  G«ct>.  lib.  i, 

f  b  ^  prlctoiA 


.J74  ^^  Hifioty  ef  the 

prtetors  of  their  lands,  cftates,  and  pofl^/Tions,  divUiog   ; 
them  among  their  chiefa,  and  giving  to   one  a  province} 
with   the  title   of  duke ;  to  another   a  frontier  coumrjf,    ' 
with  .  the   title    of  marquis  »  to    fome   a  city,  "with  tbe  j 
title  of  count ;  to  others  a  caflle  or  village,  with  the  title  of 
He  allows    baron  y^.     But  Theodoric,  who  valued  himfelf  upon  govern- 
M#««/w^/  jjjg  ^fj^y  ji^g  Roman  manner,  and  obferving  the  Roman 
their %oUs'^^^^  *°^  inftitutions,  left  every  one  in  the  full  enjoyment 
and  fof-      of  his  ancient  property  ;  for  the  feodal  tenures,  dukedomSi 
fejhons.       •  and  counties  were  not  introduced  into  Italy  by  the  Goths, 
His  religion  but  by  the  Lombards,  as  we  (hall  relate  hereafter.    As  to 
einelpieiy.    ydigjon^  Theodoric  held,  as  all  the  Goths  did,  the  tenets 
^f  Arlus ;  but  allowed  his  fubje£ts  to  profefs,  without  mo? 
Jeftatton,  the  faith  of  the  council  of  Nice ;  and  he  gare 
full  liberty  to  the  Goths  themfelves  to  renouncei  if  tliey 
pleafed,  the  dodrine  of  Arius,   and  embrace  tbe  catholic 
faith.     He  fufFered  none  to  be  chofeu  for  the  government 
of  tbe  church,  but  perfons  of  known  probity  ^    A  great 
fcbifm  arifing  in  his  time,  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavoursto 
reftore  the  church  to  its  former  tranquility  ;  an  aim  which 
in  the  end  he  efFe£led,  by  caufing  a  council  to  be  afTembied. 
Several  edi£ts,  both  of  Theodoric,  and  his  fucceiTor  Atha- 
laric^  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  Cafliodore,  prohibiting 
and  annulling  all  fimoniacal  elections  and  ordinations  i 
bifliops  ■.     Thus  the  ecclefiaftical  polity  was  never  better 
pbferved,  nor  more  deferving  men  preferred  tothegovenif 
jaient  of  the  church,  than  in  the  time  of  Theodoric,  audti^e 
Gothic  kings  his   fucceffors,  though  they  maintained  the 
tenets  of  Arius,  their  nation  having  been  firft  inftruflcdia 
the  Chriftian  religion  by  Arian  teachers^  fent  by  the  em- 
peror Valens. 

.  Theodoric,  though  an  Arian,  is  much  commended  for  his 
piety  by  Ennodius,  biihop  of  P^via,  a  mod  zealous  ftickler 
for  the  faith  of  Nice,  as  are  the  Goths  in  general  bySal- 
Vianus,  the  catholic  bifhop  of  Maifeilles,  who  afcribes  their 
errors,  not  to  them,  but  to  thofe  who  firft  inftrufied  them''' 
His  equity  Theodoric  is  no  lefs  commended  by  all  the  writers  of  thofe 
e^a^jufiire,  tin-jes  for  his  equity,  moderation,  and  the  tender  regard  he 
had  for  the  welfare  of  his  fubjeds,  than  for  his  piety  ani 
religion.  He  performed  what  be  proniif^  to  the  native? 
of  Italy,  when  he  firft  took  upon  him  the  title  of  king, 
4iamcly,  that  bis  conduc):  and  behaviour  (hould  be  fucb,that 
theyfliiould  all  wifti  they  had  fallpn  foonef  under  the  go^ 

y  Loyfcau  dc  Sign.  cap.  3.  Cod.  dc  Ag"c.  $c  Cenf.  lib.  ii.  Con* 
iian.  in  Com.  Jur.  Civ.  lib.  ii.  tit.  c,  LeoOfticnf.  in  Chron.  Cof* 
<in.  Gloff.  in  Notis,  cap.  6.  num.  53«,  *  Caffiod.  jib.  vni. 

cp.  14.      a  Idem,  lib.  jx.  pp.  15.      ^  Sal viam  de  Gubern.  V^U  ^^^'  ^' 
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Ycriimen(  of  the  Goths.  He  not  only  appointed  peffpnsqf 
learning,  known  integrity,  and  unblemifbed  charaftcrs,  to 
^dminider  juftice,  but  often  heard  caufes  himfelf,  pro- 
nouncing fentence  according  to  the  ftrifteft  rules  of  juftice 
and  equity.  He  took  upon  himfelf  the  trouble  of*  fettling 
the  prices  of  all  neceflary  commodities,  and  affizing  weights 
and  meafures  :  in  impofing  tributes,  he  had  a  particular  re» 
^ard  to  the  condition  and  circumftances  of  thofe  who  were 
to  pay  them  ;  and  was  ever  willing  to  remit  them  upon  any 
remonftrance  that  appeared  reafonabie.  If  his  foldiers  at 
any  time  wronged  the  country-people  on  their  march^  he 
never  failed  to  repair  the  loiTes  they  had  fuftained.  He 
paid  ready  money,  not  only  for  the  neceflary  provifions  of 
the  army,  but  for  the  materials  which  he  employed  in  build- 
ing (hips,  and  fortifying  his  camps.  To  the  poor  he  was 
very  liberal  and  generous,  and,  in  fome  degree,  made  it  his 
chief  ftudy,  as  Caffiodore  aflares  us,  to  relieve  the  widows 
^nd  orphans  ^.  His  moderation,  temperance,  chaility,  called  His  nio^ 
by  Ennodius  face rdotal  mode fty,  and  other  eminent  virtues,  ration^ 
.are  celebrated  both  by  that  writer,  and  by  Caffiodore,  Mrith  ^^^P^' 
fuch  encomiums  that,  if  they  were  not  greatly  prejudiced  ^^^*  '* 
in  his  favour,  we  muft  conclude  him  to  have  been  one  of 
the  beft:  and  greateft  princes  that  ever  fwayed  a  fceptre. 
Procopius  himfelf^  though  a  Greek,  and  fecretary  to  the 
emperor  Juftinian,  who  was  at  war  with  the  Goths,  and 
finally  drove  them  out  of  Italy,  could  not  forbear  admiring 
and  extolling  the  royal  virtues  of  Theodoric  **. 

As  to  the  aftions  of  his  reign,  his  firft  care,  after  he  became 
ible  mdfter  of  Italy,  was  to  repeople  Liguria,  in  fome  places 
deilitute  of  inhabitants,  who  had  been  carried  into  captivity 
by  the  Burgundians,  as  we  have  related   in  the  hiftory  of 
that  people.     As  the  other  provinces  of  Italy,  exhaufted  by 
long  wars*  and  frequent  irruptions  of  the  barbarous  nations, 
could  not  fpare  any  of  their  inhabitants,  Theodoric  refolved 
to  ranfom,  at  his  own  eipence,  all  the  Ligurians,  who  were 
kept  captives  among   the   Burgundians.     Accordingly  he  Hhgene' 
difpatched  Epiphanius  to  Gundebald  their  king,  by  whom,  rojity  iu 
he  well  knew,  that  prelate  was  held  in  the  greateft  venera-  »'f*/^'»i? 
tion,  with  a  fiifficient  fum  for  the  redemption  of  the  prifoners.  fMeBs^^ 
But  Epiphanius,  with  his  Chriftian  eloquence,  and  pious  ' 

exhortations,  perfuaded  Gundebald  to  releafe,  without  ran- 
fom, fuch  of  the  Ligurians,  as,  through  fear  ox  famine,  had 
delivered  themfelves'  up  to  the  Burgundians ;  but  for  thofe  < 

who  had  been  taken  in  battle,  the  king  infifted  upon  a 
imall  fum,  by  way  of  ranfom,  left  he  (hould  offend  his  fol- 

^Ivi^p.  de  G.ubern.  Pei,  lib.  v.        ^  Procop.  Bell.  Goth,  p*  67* 
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diers,  by  tcmihtng  iRrbat  was  their  due^  atitT  taking  fmn 
them  the  price  of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  This  Epipba^ 
nius  joyfully  paid^  Avicus,  bi(hop  of  Vienna,  and  Syagrisi) 
m  lady  of  great  piety,  generoufly  contributing  towards  it. 
The  holy  prelate,  on  his  return^  paiTed  with  his  captives 
through  Geneva,  where  he  prevailtd  upon  king  Godi- 
|rifclts  to  follow  the  example  of  his  brother  Gnndebald) 
«nd  fet  at  liberty,  without  ranfom,  all  the  captives  be)ong>' 
ing  to  him  and  to  the  royal  family.  With  this  ntimenoat 
multitude  Epiphanius  returned  in  triumph  to  TbeodoriC) 
who  generoufly  relieved  the  mod  indigent,  and  fent  them 
ftU  back  to  their  l^ipecUve  habitations  ^  . 
Tr*  «f  Fl.  While  Theodoric  was  thus  wholly  employed  in  eftaUift* 
A.*D*  49t.  **^8  g^^od  order  throughout  his  dominions,  and  promoting 

„ the  welfare  of  his  new  fubjeds,  a  war  broke  out  between 

War  be-       hitn  and  the  emperor  Anaftafius  on  the  following  occafion: 
ftveta  him    Muhdo,  by  nation  a  Goth,  fiying  from  the  G^pidcc,  ^th* 
f"^^*^/    drew  to  the  deferts  beyond  the  Danube ;  atid  having  aSem- 
^  •^''         bled  a  confiderable  number  of  robbel's  and  others^  whojfor 
their  crimes,  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  their  nativt  foil) 
inadt  himCelf  mafter  of  a  tower  named  Herta,  on  the  banks 
b{  that  river.   From  thence  he  made  frequent  ineurfionsiDW 
the  neighbouring  countries,  and  the  rich  booty  he  carried  of 
drawing  great  numbers  of  abandoned  people  to  bim,  be 
Hflumed  the  title  of  king,  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  acknov-* 
leged  as  fuch  by  his  followers.     His  arrogant  tomtud  ^ 
raged  the  em()eror,  who  ordered  Sabinianus,  foa  to  tkl . 
great  cbraraahder  of  that  name,  and  general  of  the  troops 
in  Illyricufn,  to  march  againft  him.     Mundo  had  eithet 
fttbmjtted  to,  or  entered  into  an  alHance  "with  ThcodoriC) 
then  matter  of  Pannonia  and  great  part  of  Illyricum.  Hear- 
ings therefore^  that  Sabinianus  was  marching  apfinft  h«tt 
with  ten  thoufand  men,  and  a  great  numbec  of  wd^goM 
loaded  with  arms  and  providons,  he  had  recourfe  to  ?'iti\h 
one  of  Theodoric's  generals,   then  refiding  at  Sirmiui«» 
Pitzia,  without  lofs  of  time,  marched  in  perfon  tobisaffift* 
ance,  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  foot  and  five  hoiidred 
horfe ;  and  joining  Mundo's  forces,  engaged  the  Rowanl 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Margus,  no^  Galombecz,  in  8er? 
Thi  ^9i^      ^ia,  cut  moft  of  them  in  pieces,  and  obliged  the  rcfttotal^ 
7,V/Jf'      f^fwge,  with  their  general,  in  the  caftte  of  Nato^  Muti*, 
towning  himfelf  indebted'  to  Theodoric  for  his prcfervatii»i 
fubmitted,  and  became  his  (ubjeGt, 

AiiaftaiiuS)  to  be  rev^iged  pn  Theodoric,  fent  the  fol- 
lo'^ving  year  a  fleet,  with  eight  thoufand  meii  oft  Iward,  s^ 

f  Ennod.  in  Vit.  Epiph.  p.  366^-3^9.  ^  Jorn.  Rcr.P<>^^ 

t3ip,  5?.  p.  599.    Marc.  Chron.    Ennod,  dc  Theod.  p.  309*       .^ 

del 


.-V 


bfirdgoth  in  Italy.  ^yj 

<fcr  tht  cotVfhiancl  oF  Rottiahus,  to  ravage  the  coafts  of 
Italy.     Thefe,  landing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarentum, 
^tre  foon  drivtn  on  board  their  (hips  by  the  Goths ;  but 
neverthelefs  they  carried  off  a  confidetable  booty,  and  re- 
turned with  it  to  Anaftafius,  who,  in  this  war,  afted  more 
\ikt  a  pirate  than  a  prince*;    but  Theodoric,  who  had 
formed  a  defign  of  conquering  Gaul  from  the  Franks  and 
Btirgundian«,  and  reuniting  it  to  the  empire  of  Italy,  being 
convinced  that  he  coutd  not  put  this  projeft  in  execution  fo 
Yang  as  he  was  at  variance  with  the  emperor,  wrote  letters 
to  Anafla{iu3,  wherein  he  expreffed  his  defire  of  renewing 
the  peace,  ?\nd  living  in  friendfliip  with  the  empire  \     He  jf  ^^g^^ 
foon   after  difpatched  ambalTadors  to  Conftantinoplc,  by  concluded. 
ivftofe  m^ans  a  peace  was  concluded  between  the    two  hetnueen 
pHntes.     Hx)Vt^Vfer,   Thtorforic  tra^,  for  fome  time,   di-  ^^^fiojius 
rerted  from  pu'rfutng  his  favourite  fcheme  by  the  troubles  ^^  ^^** 
and  divifions  that  arofe  iti  Rome  about  the  eleftion  of  a     ^  * 
biChop  to  thlt  fee  ;  for,  upon  the  death  of  pope  Anaftafius, 
tvro  perfons  ^^vere  chofen  by  two  different'f anions  to  fuc- 
ttt^  hittt,  namely,  Sytfim'achus  fupported  by  Fauftusj  and 
liaurtntius  by  Feftos.     As  the  patrons  of  the  two  compe- 
titors wiere  perfons  of  great  authority  in  the  fenate,  and  in- 
tcreft  amortgthe  people,  their  divifion  and  obftinacy  occa- 
fionfed  a  kind  of  civil  war  in  Rome,  and  feveral  perfons  oh 
both  fides  loft  their  lives  in  the  quarrel.     At  length  both 
parties  had  recourfe  td  TteodDric,  who,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  the  late  emperors,  hard  fixed  his  refidence  at  Ra- 
yctina.  That  prince,  after  having  beard  with  great  patience 
and  attention  the  contending  parties,  prudently  ordained, 
tii^the  (hould  be  acknowleged  as  lawful  bifliop  who  had 
been  fiift  elefted,  and  had  had  the  greateft   number  of 
roices.    Thus  Symniachus,  who  had  been  firft  chofen  by 
.  a  great  majority,  was  confirmed  in  his  fee. 

But  fomc  of  the  partizans  of  Laurentius  not  acquiefcing 
in  fnch  an  equitablie  decifion,  Theodoric,  to  heal  the  divi-  «-/     »  . 
Sons  of  the  church,  was  oHiged  to  fummon  a  council,  and,  gotsto^^ 
to  appeafe  the  troubles  in  Rome,  to  take  a  journey  thithec  Kome. 
}n  perfon.    He  made  his  entry  wixh  foch  pomp  and  magni- 
ficisnce  as  had  not  been  feen  for  many  ages,  and  was  re- 
vived by  the  fenate  and  people  with  the  greateft  demon- 
ftrations  of  Joy.     He  was  Nvdcomed  fn  the  fenate  by  the 
celebrated  noetius,  who,  on  that  occafion,  made  an  elo- 
iquent  fpeech,  difplaying  the  eminent  virtues  of  Theodoric. 
Which  the  king  anfwered  in  a  ftiodeft  manner,  declaring, 
tha?tbc  fliould  ever  have  the  greateft  rei^eft  for  that  auguft 

f  J^rnan.  it  Reg.  cap.  48,  p.  655.  ^  Cafllod.  Iib«  i.  ep.  i* 
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body,  and  omit  nothing  that  could  contribute  to  thcir.gran« 
(ieur.     From  the  fenate  he  proceeded  to  the  circus>  and 
Ynade  a  fpeech  to  the  people,   wherein  he  expreifed  his 
fincere  defire  of  their  welfare  and  profperity,  confirmed 
all  the  privileges  they  had  enjoyed  under  the  emperors  bis 
predeccflbrs,  and  affurcd  them  of  his  proteftion.   He  fpent 
fcvcral  days  in  viewing  the  antiquities  of  the  city,  which  he 
could  not  fufficiently  admire.     He  declared,  that  though  he 
cxpefted  to  fee  wonderful  things,  the  flatelinefs  and  mag- 
nificence of  the  public  buildings  had  far  furpafled  hisex- 
pe£latlon.     He  was  grieved  to  fee  the  walls  in  fome  places 
^uite  ruined,  and  contributed  large  fums  for  the  repairing 
of  them,  and  of  fome  other  decayed  buildings*    On  the 
day  of  his  entry  he  made  a  grand  entertainment  for  the  fe- 
nate, and  gave  a  largefs  of  corn  to  the  people.    Before  he 
left  Rome  he  compofed  the  affairs  both  of  the  church  and 
ftate ;  and  declared,  upon  his  departure,  that  he  was  forr? 
he  could  not  fix  his  refidence  in  fuch  an  auguft  city,  the 
fafety  of  the  ftate  obliging  him  to  refide,  as  his  predeceffors 
bad  done,  at  Ravenna,  where  he  was  near  at  hand,  and 
ready  to  reftrain  the  irruptions  of  the  Barbarians,  who,  on 
that  fide,  broke  into  Italy.     He  was  fcarce  returned,  when 
intelligence  was  brought  him,  that  the  Bulgarians  had  made 
an  irruption  into  Pannonia,  and,  advancing  as  far  as  Sir- 
011  u mi  had  furprifed  that  city.     He  forthwith  difpatched 
Fitzia  with  a  confiderable  army  againil  them,  who,  in  one 
campaign,   recoveied  Sirmium,  and  drove  them  entirely 
out  of  Pannonia.     To  the  government  of  that  province 
Theodoric  raifed  ColofTeus,  by  the  t.iilc  of  comes  or  count* 
His  near     '    Theodoric,  having  thus  fettled  his  afi^ilrs  at  home,  re» 
HMfft/i  the      folved  to  attempt  the  execution  of  the  projeft  which  he  had 
Burguff'      formed  from  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign;  which  was, 
^tansi        as  we  have  hinted  above,  to  drive  the  Burgundians  and 
Franks  out  of  Gaul,  and  reunite  that  country  to  Italy.  His 
defignwasto  begin  with  the  Burgundians,  and,  after  hav- 
ing reduced  them,  to  attack  the  Franks ;  but  as  the  Bur* 
gundians  were  then  a  powerful  nation,  and  maflers  of  all 
the  paffes  in  the  Alps,  Theodoric,  entering  into  an  alliance 
with  Clovis  king  of  the  Franks,  prevailed  upon  him  to  in- 
vade the  Burgundians  on  one  fide,  while  he  attempted  to 
enter  their  country  on  the  other.  Of  the.  condufl:  of  Theodo- 
ric in  this  war  we  have  fpoken  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Franks, 
and  therefore  fhall  only  add,  that  he  acquired  the  city  ot 
Marfeilles  and  its  territory,  with  all  the  countries  lying  tf' 
tween  the  Durance,  the  Alps,  the  Mediterranean,  aiidtM 
.   tiower  Rhone. 
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Some  years  after,  a  war  breaking  out  between  CIovis  an<J  and  Clows 
^larlc  king  of  the  Vjfigoths  in  Gaul,  Theodoric,  putting  kmgofthg 
bimfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  marched  to  the  afliftance  franku 
of  the  latter ;  but  CIovis  in  the  mean  time  having  killed 
Aiaric  in  battle,  and  defeated  his  army,  the  king  of  the 
Oftrogoths,  jealous  of  the  growing  power  of  the  Franks, 
ordered  the  troops  to  join  him  from  all  parts,  and,  entering 
Gaul,  obliged  the  Franks,  who  iiad  laid  fiege  to  CarcaflTone, 
to  abandon  the  enterprize  and  retire.     In  the  following 
year  the  Franks  befieged  the  city  of  Aries ;  but  the  fiege 
V'^as  raifed,  and  the  Franks  were  defeated  with  great  flaugh-  i 

ter,  by  the  army  which  Theodoric  had  fent  to  the  afliftance 
of  his  countrymen,  under  the  condudl  of  count  Hibba.  A 
peace  was  fooii  after  concluded  between  Theodoric  and 
CIovis,  the  principal  article  of  which  was,  that  the  Franks 
fhould  keep  the  countries  which  they  had  taken  from  the 
Vifigoths  *. 

Amalaric*  the  grandfon  of  Theodoric,  was  at  this  time  Heisguarm 
Icing  of  the  Vifigoths ;  but  as  he  was  under  age,  Theodoric,  *''<*«  '^ 
livbo  was  his  guardian,  exercifed  the  fame  authority  in  the  ^^^^^^^ 
young  prince's  dominions,  as  he  did  in  his  own.     In  vir-  ylfiaQtiut 
tue  of  this  peace  the  Oftrogoths  continued  matters  of  the 
province  they   held  before,  lying  between  the  Alps,  the 
Jvlediterrancan,     the  Rhone,  and  the  Durance,,  and  appro- 
priated to  themfelves  the  city  of  Aries  for  the  charges  they ' 
had  been  at  during  this  war.     Thefe  countries  Theodoric 
Jranfmitted  to  his  pofterity  ;  but  could  make  no  farther  con- 
quefts  ill  Gaul,  being  oppofed  by  the  Franks,  who  were 
jSecome  very  powerful  ih  that  country. 

Amalaric,  the  grandfon  of  Theodoric  by  his  daughter 
Theodegotha,  had  fucceeded  his  father  Alaric  in  the  king- 
dom of  the  Vifigoths;  but  as  he  was  only  five  years  old 
"ivhen  his  father  was  killed  by  CIovis,  his  fubjefis",  fcorning 
to  be  governed  by  an  infant,  revolted,  and  raifed  to  the 
throne  Gafelic,  the  fon  of  Alaric  by  a  concubine.  Theo- 
doric, w^ho  was  guardian  to  the  young  prince,  being  in- 
formed of  this  revolt,  difpatched  Hibba,  or  Ilba,  into  Gaul, 
with  a  numerous  army,  to  expel  the  ufurper,  and  feftore 
Amalaric  to  the  throne.  Upon  his  approach  Gafelic  fled  ^^j^w  ht 
into  Spain;  and  from  thence,  hearing  that  Hibba  was  reftansto 
jnarching  after  him,  croflcd  the  ftreights,  and  took  refuge  thtthront. 
in  the  court  of  Trafimund  king  of  the  Vandals  in  Africa, 
who,  either  commiferating  his  condition,  or  thinking  it 
high  time  to  give  a  check  to  the  overgrown  power  of  the 
pftroeoths,  received  him  in^a  friendly  manner,  though  he 

^  ^rocop.  Bell  Goth,  lib*  i«  cap.  i»« 
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Kad  tnanritd  Ac  fiftcr  of  Thcodoric.     After  Tic  had  conri- 
ftued  foitic  time  in  Africa,  he  pafTed  from  thence  priTatcIf 
iftto  Gaul ;  where,  having  gained  over  fomc  of  the  leading 
tntn  among  the  Vifigoihs,  he  difcovercd  himfdf,  and  be- 
ing f\)ppricd  with  money  by  ThraCmund,  levied  an  annji 
^nd  rc-entefcd  Spain;  but  being  vanquiihed  in  battle  bjr 
Hibba,  about  twelve  miles  from  Barcelona,  he  cfcapcdinto 
Gaul,  and  there  died  of  grief,  four  years  after  he  had  been 
declared  king. 
Jfeferetf         The  king  of  the  Oftrogoths  having  fettled  the  affairs  of 
tht  Ait'      his  grandfon  in  Spain,  turned  his  arms  agairtft  the  Ale^ 
«Nj«i/»       mans^  but  all  we  know  of  this  war  is,  that  he  bbligcJ 
^1^^^'      them  to  fubmit  to  an  annual  tribute '',  and  fubdued  the  in- 
habitants of  Suevia  5  for  in  one  of  his  letters  he  acquaints 
them,  that  he  had  appointed  Fridelad  to  be  their  governor, 
and  ftriftly  enjoined  him  to  reftrain  thefts  and  robberies, 
which  were  very  frequent  at  that  time. 

Hitherto  Theodoric  had  governed  with  fnch  prndcncc> 
tquiry,  and  moderation,  that  he  defervcd  to  be  propofed  as 
31  pattern  to  all  princes  ;  but  fome  think  that  thefe,  and  his 
other  eminent  virtues,  were  fuUied  by  his  potting  the  celc- 
.'  bfated  Boetius,  and  his  father-in-law  Symmachus  to  death. 
Jbfeamnt  Boetius  was  a  patrician,  had  been  at  lead  twice  cbnful,  and 
y  tht  pki»  was  defcend^rd  from  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  illuftrions 
kfiphtr  families  of  Rome  ;  for  fonic  derive  his  pedigree  from  the 
^'*^'*  telebrated  Manlius  Torqaatus,  His  family  had  been  en- 
Bbbled  in  latter  times  by  his  great-graridfather  Anicrus,  and 
by  feveral  perfons  who  had  difcharged,  with  great  reputa- 
tion, the  firft  employments  both  civil  and  military.  We  arc 
told,  that  ftrangers  came  to  Rome  from  diftant  cocntrics, 
to  behold  the  fplendor  and  magrrificence  of  the  Anician  fa- 
mily, which  had  engrofled,  if  Zofimus  is  to  be  credited, 
«lmoft  the  whole  wealth  of  Rome  ' :  but  Boetius  was  ftffl 
more  remarkable  for  his  morals  and  learning,  than  for  the 
fplendor  and  antiquity  of  his  family.  In  his  younger  years 
he  rcfided  at  Athens,  where  the  ftudy  of  philofopby  had 
been  rcftorcd,  and  fpent  in  that  univerfity  near  eignteen 
years.  He  examined,  with  great  application,  the  grounds 
of  the  different  fefts  and  opinions ;  and,  to  all  the  reft, 
preferred  the  feft  of  the  Peripatetics,  to  \irhich  he  entirely 
devoted  himfelf.  Till  his  time  the  name  of  Ariftotle,  the 
founder  of  that  fe£l,  was  fcarce  known  to  the  Latins;  but 
the  works  of  that  great  philofopher  being  tranilated  by biffli 
and  illuftrated  with  learned  comments  in  the  Latintongu«i 
the  iPcripatetic  philofopby  began  to  be,  and  has  tetn  cvet 
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Gnce,  in  great  eftimation.  BeG<ks  Arillotle)  Bo^tius  trauf* 
latcd  into  the  Latin  tongue  feyeral  other  Greek  writer^t 
fuch  as  P]rthagora&>  Ptolemy  the  afl;ronomer>  NicQmachi|8| 
Euclid,  Plato,  and  Archimedes^  He  not  only  excelled  all 
his  contemporaries  in  profane  learning,  but  likewife  in  the 
kixowkge  of  the  holy  Scriptures ;  and  was,  according  to 
Ca^UKiore "",  the  gieateft  divine,  as  well  as  the  grcateft  phi->* 
lofopher  of  his  time.  The  book  he  wrote  of  the  Trinit]f 
agatnft  NeAorius  and  Eutyches,  fufficiently  ihews  how  well 
be  was  ▼erfed  in  the  Scriptures.  With  regard  to  his  mo^ 
ralsy  he  is  highly  commended  by  all  the  writers  of  thofe 
times*  He  was  impartial  in  the  adminiilration  of  jufttce, 
and  employed  the  great  power  he  had  at  court  in  prote&« 
ijig  the  innocent,  relieving  the  needy,  and  procuring  the 
redrefs  of  fuch  grievances^  as  gave  juft  occaiion  of  com- 
plaint. 

His  efpouGng,  agalnft  the  great  men  at  court,  the  caufe  //  ^e^nMi 
of  thofe  who  were  unjuftly  accufed  or  opprcffed,  gained  ^J^  ^^^ 
bim  many  enemies,  who  at  length  cfFe£led  his  ruin,  by  fub*  ''"'4/*** 
orning  three  infamoua  men  to  accufe  him  of  high  treafon« 
Xhefe  were  Bafilius,  Opilio,  and  Gudentius,  of  whom  the 
former  had  been,  for  his  mifdemeanor,  difmiiTed  the  king's 
fervice,  aad  the  other  two,  for  their  crimes,  condemned  tQ 
banifhment*     They  accufed  Boetius  of  attempting  to  raife 
the  power  of  the  fenate  above  that  of  the  king,  and  pre- 
venting an  informer  from  bringing  an  impeachment  of  tre4^ 
fon  againil  the  fenators*  Theodoric,  though  well  acquainted 
with  the  infamous  chaiafiers  of  the  accufers,  yet  upon  their 
depodtion  ordered,  without  farther  enquiry,  the  perfon,  of 
whom  he  had  hitherto  entertained  the  higheft  opinion,  to 
be  put  under  arreil ;  and  foon  after  confifcated  his  eftate. 
and  baniihed  him  to  Pa^ia,  where  he  wrote  his  celebrated 
book  De  Confolatione.     Symmacbus,  father«an-law  to  Bqq- 
tius,  a  man  of  extraordinary  parts  and  learning,  and  whQ 
had,  with  an  unblemiftied  charadler,  difcharged  the  nrft 
employments,  was  likewife  bani(hed  to  Pavia,  as  privy  tt> 
the  fuppofed  treafon  of  Boetius.    They  had  not  been  long 
there,  when,  to  the  great  furprize''of  the  world,  an  order 
came  from  Ravenna  for  their  execution,  their  enemies  at 
court  having  perfuaded  the  king,  who  was  advanced  in 
years*  ^nd  grown  jealous  of  his  power,  that  he  would  never 
0^  fafe  while  they  were  alive.     They  were  accordingly  be-  //^  ;^  ^^, 
headed  in  Pavia.     The  cruel  and  unjuft:  fentencc  was  fcarce  htadedat 
put  in  execution,  when  Theodoric,  refle£ling  on  his  rafli  ^^y^^^ 
C4)qd^  ia  su  affair  that  required  the  utmoft  circumfgec-  "^j^^^/^** 
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neodoric     *^on>  waS  afffefted  with  fuch  forrow,  that  his  grief  e<)uallc<ff 

fifinis,  if  not  exceeded,  the  injullice  of  the  fentence.  Not  lodg 
after,  the  head  of  a  large  fifli  being  ferved  up  while  he  wa^ 
at  fupper,  the  injuftice  of  the  fentence  he  had  lately  pro- 
nounced occurring  to  his  mind,  he  fancied  the  head  of  the 
fifti  CO  be  the  head  df  Symmachus,  threatening  him  in  a 
ghadly  manner.  Being  feized  with  horror  and  trepidationi 
he  was  carried  from  the  table  to  his  bed*chamber,  where 
he  died  a  few  days  after  of  grief,  this  being  the  Brft  and 
laft  wrong  any  of  his  fubjefts  had  ever  received  at  his 
hands  **, 

Yr.  of  Fl.  His  death  happened  on  the  fecond  of  September,  in  the 
•874.      year  526,  the  thirty-fourth  of  his  reign,  and  feventy- fecond 

A.D.  5»<»-  of  his  age.    He  had  three  daughters  by  Audefleda,  the  filler 

^  of  Clovis,  namely,  Oftrogotha,  Theodogotha,  and  Amala* 

^''       funtha.     Oftrogotha  was  married  to  SigiSnund,  king  of  the 

UU  tfuu  Burgundians,  by  whom  ihe  had  Sigeric,  who,  after  his  mo- 
ther's deceafc,  was  put  to  death  by  his  father  Sigifmund,  in 
the  year  522,  as  we  have  related  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Bur- 
gundians. .1  hcodogotha  was  married  to  Alaricli.  king  of 
the  Vifigoths,  who,  in  507,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Vougle,  as  we  have  related  in  their  hiftory ;  but  he  left  a 
fon  behind  him  by  Theodogotha,  called  Amalaric,  whofe 
dominions  Theodoric  governed  to  the  day  of  his  death,  as 
guardian  to  the  young  prince  his  grandfon.  Amalafuntha, 
the  youngeft  of  the  three  princefles,  was  married  in  515, 
to  Eutharic  Cillica  •.  Eutharic  was  the  fon  of  Viteric,  and 
grandfon  of  Beremund,  defcended  from  the  family  of  the 
Arhall,  who  leaving  Scythia,  as  we  find  in  Jornandes,  came 
into  Gaul  5  and  being  honourably  entertained  by  Vallia, 
king  of  the  Vifigoths,  he  fettled  there.  His  grandfon  Eu- 
tharic, from  Gaul,  removed  into  Spain,  where  he  became 
well  known  to  the  officers  of  Theodoric,  who  governed  that 
kingdom  during  the  minority  of  Amalaric.  TheodoriC| 
hearing  him  much  commended,  expreflcd  a  great  defire  to 
fee  him  ;  which  fatisfaftion  he  no  fooncr  had,  than  being 
ftruck  with  his  engaging  behaviour,  and  extraordinary  qua- 
lifications, he  refolved  to  give  him  in  marriage  his  daughtef 
Amalafuntha,  efpecially  as  he  was  of  Theodoric's  own  h* 
mily,  and  confequently  by  his  birth  not  unworthy  of  fuch  a 
match.  The  nuptials  were  accordingly  celebrated  with  th^ 
utmoft  magnificence,  and  two  years  after  he  was  raifed  to 
the  confulfhip  by  his  father-in-law  ;  on  which  occafion  the 
emperor  Anaftafius  prefented  him  with  the  tunica  palmata^ 
and  adopted  him  for  his  fon;  an  honour  which  the  late 
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emperors  ufed  to  confer  on  pcrfons  of  diftinguiflied  merit, 
Eutharic  went  to  Rome,  to  enter  upon  his  office,  and  was 
received  by  the  fenatc  and  people  with  the  greateft  demon^- 
firations  of  joy,  every  rank  atid  degree  of  people  in  that 
great  metropolis  endeavouring  to  outdo  each  other  in  ho- 
nouring a  prince  whom  they  expefted  to  fee  in  a  fhort  tjjTiC 
on  the  throne.  On  the  other  hand,  Eutharic  made  it  his 
chief  ftudy  to  oblige  both  the  fenate  and  people,  difcharg- 
ing  his  office  with  great  attention,  and  diverting  the  city 
with  magnificent  fhews,  having  for  that  purpofe  procured 
out  of  Africa  fuch  wild  beails  as  had  never  before  beca 
feen  at  Rome.  From  Rome  Eutharic  returned  to  his  father-* 
in-law  at  Ravenna,  where,  by  his  generofity,  condefcenfion, 
and  obliging  behaviour,  he  gained  the  affeftions  both  of 
the  Romans  and  Goths. 

Every  one  expected  to  find  in  Eutharic  a  fecond  Theodo-^ 
ric  ;  but,  to  the  great  grief  of  all  the  nation,  Eutharic  died 
,  before  his  father-in-law,  leaving  behind  him  a  fon,  named 
J  Athalaric,  ten  years  old  ;  fo  that  Theodoric  had  at  hi$ 
.  death  two  grandfons,  the  children  of  two  of  his  daughters, 
.  namely,  Amalaric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  and  Athal^ric^ 
.  the  fon  of  Amalafuntha.  To  the  former  Theodoric,  at  hir 
death,  delivered  up  all  the  countries  in  Gaul^nd  Spain  be-' 
',  longing  to  the  Vifigoths,  which  he  had  governed  with  the 
,  fame  authority  as  his  own,  everfince  the  death  of  Alaric  IL 

The  latter,  though  the  fon  of  the  younger  daughter,  he  ap-  H^decUra 
,   pointed  to  fucceed  him  in  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  and  in  all  ^tfiolam 
his  other  dominions.      Theodoric,  fays  Jorrlandes,  being  ^^'^^^ 
advanced  in  years,  and  near  his  end,  aflembled  the  chief 
men  among  the  Goths,  and  in  their  prefence  declared  A- 
thalaric,  the  fon  of  Eutharic  by  his  daughter  Amalafuntha, 
his  fucceflbr,  commanding  them  to  obey  him  as  fuch,  to 
refpe<S  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  and,  above  all,  to 
'   cultivate  the  friendihip  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  p. 

Theodoric  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  Amalafuntha,  mind-  Amalafmun 
ful  of  his  laft  advice,  wrote  in  the  young  prince's  name,  {^^  wnV/i 
both  to  Juftin  then  emperor,  and  to  the  Roman  fenate,  ac-i  ^^^^^^^L 
quainting  them  with  his  acceffion  to  the  throne.     In  the  g^pgror 
letter  to  the  emperor,  the  young  prince,  after  telling  hini  andpeopU 
that  his  grandfather  had,  before  his  death,  appointed  him  of  Romu  . 
his  heir  and  fucceflbr,  goes  on  thus  :  **  You  formerly  ho- 
noured in  your  auguft  city  rrty  grandfather  with  the  dignity 
of  conful ;  you  fent  into  Italy  to  my  father  the  tunica  pal- 
mata^  and  to  attach  him  the  more  to  your  perfon,  you 
adopted  him  for  your  fon,  though  he  was  almoit  of  the 
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fame  age  vrith  yourfclf .   The  name  rf  fon  will  fuit  mc  tct* 
ter  than  it  did  him.     I  (hall  acknowlcge  fo  great  a  favour, 
by  cauGng  your  name  to  be  no  lefs  refpe<^ed»  and  your  ad* 
thority  to  be  no  lefs  obeyed,  in  my  dominions,  than  tbey 
are  in  your  own.    With  this  view  I  have  difpatcbed  am: 
ba^TadorSi  hoping  you  will  honour  me  with  your  friendfliipi 
iipgn  the  fame  condttiofis  upon  which  your  glodQUS  ^Qcct 
tors  granted  theirs  to  my  grandfather  'i.'*    From  tjiia  kttdr 
it  is  manifeft,  that  the  kings  of  the  Oftrogjoths  acknowlcgci 
in  the  emperors  of  the  taft  a  fuperiprity  of  rank,  hut  not 
of  jurifdi£lion  \  and  confequently  that  Zieno,  when  hebt 
•   Theodoric  to  drive  Odoftcer  out  of  Italy,  renounced  in  his 
behalf  whatever  claim  the  empire  of  the  Eaft  hadtpttot 
country.    At  the  fame  time  Am?ilafuntha  difpatcbed  envojs 
to  Rome  with  letters  from  the  young  prince,  both  to  the 
fenate  and  people,  acquainting  them,  tnat  hi$  grandfatlier 
was  dead  ;  that  on  his  death-bed  he  had  deQlaiqdhimhis 
beir  and  fucceflbr ;  and  ihat  he  had  been  acknQwkged  W 
by  the  Goths  and  Piomans,  that  i|,'  the  Italians,  who  bad 
fworn  obedience  to  him.    He  defires  them  to  follow  tbe ex- 
ample of  his  other  fubjefts,  faying,  that  he  had  fcnt  count 
Sigifmer,  and  others,  to  receive  their  oath  of  aUegiancCi 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  bind  himftlf  by  the  like  tie  to  main- 
tain facred  antl  inviolable  all  the  rights,  privilege^,  and  im- 
munities which  had  been  granted  them  by  his  grandf^tfier* 
He  clofes  his  letter  to  the  fenate,  fey  encouraging  thew^^ 
a(k  boldly  whatever  they  thought;  might  Qontr ibute  to  tic 
fafety  and  fplendor  of  their  illuftrious  and  venerable  bodf. 
In  his  letter  to  the  people,  he  prgmifes  to  cherifh  the  Gotta 
and  Romans  alike,  and  to  maintain  them  equally  in  Ac 
pofleQion  of  their  rights  and  privileges!  making  no  ^ 
diftinaion,  than  that  the  Goths  fliould  undergo  the  toilj 
and  dangers  of  war,  while  the  Romans  enjoyed  profound 
peace  within  the  walls  of  their  own  city,     in  the  end  o| 
his  letter,  he  informs  them,  that  by  the  mutual  oatba  of  ^^ 
prince  and  people,  the  memory  of  Trajan's  cxccUcntgO' 
vernment  was  renewed,  who,  at  hi$  entering  upon  thecoo' 
fulfhip,  fwore  himfelf,  and  received  the  patns  gf  the  fcJ"^ 
and  people '. 

Such  was  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Athalaric,  orra* 

ihe^a"        ther  of  Amalafuniha.    She  retained  the  fame  form  off^ 

wrw  with  vernment,  the  fame  laws,  the  fame  magiftrat^s^  ^^f  "^ 

^dlnlu'"'   ^^^^  difpofition  of  provinces,  not  fufferiog  the  Jeaft  a"^'*' 

tion  to  be  made  during  the  minority  of  her  fon,  and  goycf^ 

ing  with  fuch  prudence,  that  Theodoric  was  fcarce  am 
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either  by  tlie  Goths  or  Romans.  Her  chief  c^re  was  to 
bring  up  her  fon  after  the  Roman  manner,  and  to  have  him, 
from  his  tender  years,  inftrufted  by  the  ableft  men  of  thofe 
times  in  religion,  virtue,  and  learning.  She  was  herfelf 
well  verfed  in  all  the  branches  of  literature,  and  confequent- 
ly  a  great  encouragcr  of  learned  men  ;  as  appears  from  the 
letters  {he  wrote  to  the  fenate  in  the  king's  name,  expoftu- 
lating  with  them  for  negledling  to  pay  the  public  profeflbrs 
their  falaries  in  proper  time,  and  commanding  them  to  be 
difcharged  pun&ually  for  the  future. 

Amalafuntha  was  fo  far  from  invading  the  rights  and  pro-  Hir  jufl  :e 
perties  of  her  fubjefts,  that,  on  the  contrary,  (he  reftored  and  equity^ 
to  the  children  of  Boetius  and  Symmachus  the  eftates,  which 
had  been  confifcated  in  the  preceding  reign.  She  took  great 
care  to  fecure  the  Romans  againft  the  avarice  and  rapaciouf- 
nefs  of  the  great  men  among  the  Goths,  who,  beholding 
Italy  as  a  conquered  country,  were  for  enriching  themfelves 
at  the  expence  of  the  natives.  To  her  nephew  Amalaric 
flie  refigned  that  part  of  Gaul  which,  with  refpeft  to  Ita- 
ly, lay  beyond,  the  Rhone  ;.  but  retained  what  lay  on  the 
other  fide  of  that  river.  To  the  Vifigoths  (he  remitted  the 
impofitions,  which  had  been  impofed  by  Theodoric,  and 
reftored  the  treafure  of  the  kings  of  the  Vifigoths,  which, 
by  her  father's  order,  had  been  conveyed  from  CarcafTone 
to  Ravenna  •.  In  the  mean  time  Juftin  having  taken  his 
nephew  Juftinian  for  his  partner  in  the  empire,  Amala* 
funtha  no  fooner  heard  of  his  promotion  than  fhe,  congra- 
tulated the  new  emperor  upon  his  acceffion  to  the  imperial 
dignity,  and  entreated  a  continuance  of  that  friendftiip 
and  alliance,  which  had  long  fubfifted  between  the  two  na- 
tions ^  What  fhe  defired  was  readily  granted,  as  is  mani* 
feft  from  the  good  undcrftanding  that  fubfifted  between  the 
two  princes  as  long  as  Athalaric  lived,  and  from  the  coins 
ftamped  at  this  time  by  the  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  on  one 
fide  of  which  is  to  be  feen  the  image  of  Juftinian,  and  on 
the  other  the  name  of  Athalaric  ". 

While  Amalafuntha  thus  governed  with  the  greateft  juf-  The  Goth 
tice,   equity,   and  prudence,   the  great   men   among   the  ^^Jff^^"fi^^ 
Goths,  difdaining  that  their  young  prince  (hould  be  brought  "^r^^f^^ 
up  after   the   Roman  manner,  began  to   exclaim  againft 
learning,  as  an  enemy  to  valour,  and  altogether  unbecom- 
ing the  king  and  leader  of  an  active  and  warlike  nation. 
The  princefs  difregarded  thefe  groundlefs  complaints ;  but 

having  one  day  chaftifed  her  fon,  and  he  happening  to  go, 

« 
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with  the  tears  yet  in  his  eyes,  into  a  roomy  where  fowe 
Gothic  lords  were  aflembled,  they  took  from  thence  ocea- 
fibn  to  complain  more  loudly  of  the  queen  (fo  fhe  is  calkd 
by  mod  writers),  as  if  (he  defigned  to  remove  her  fon,  and 
reign  in  her  own  right :  they  exclaimed,  with  more  violence 
than   ever»    againil  the  learned  education  of  the  young 
prince;  alleged  the  example  of  his  grandfather,  who,  though 
utterly  ignorant  of  letters,  was  a  warlike  and  vidorious 
prince  ;  and  concluded,  that  his  grandfon  muft  be  brought 
up  in  the  fame  manner,  if  he  wiihed  to  l>e  attended  with 
the  fame  foryme.     They  therefore  defired  Amalafuntha  to 
difmifs  the  pedants  her  fon  had  about  him,  and  give  him 
fuch  companions  of  his  own  age,  as  might,  by  their  con- 
verfation,  make  the  cuftoms  of  his  nation  familiar  to  him, 
and  incline  him  to  govern  according  to  their  own  laws. 
This  meafure  they  demanded  with  fo  much  warmth  and 
importunity,   that,    apprehending, greater  evils,  flie  com- 
plied with  their  requeft.     And  now  the  youth,  free  from 
reftraint,  and  feduced  by  wicked  companions,  abandoned 
himfelf  to  all  manner  of  lewdnefs  and  debauchery.    To  his 
other  vices  be  added  ingratitude   to  the  bcft  of  mothers, 
whom  he  unnaturally  abandoned  to  a  faction,  which  had 
the  arrogance  to  command  her  to  retire  from  coUrt;  but 
the  queen,  exerting  her   authority,  arretted  three  of  the 
ringleaders  of  the  party,  and  confined  them  to  the  moll 
remote  parts  of  Italy.     Thefe,  maintaining  a  private  cor- 
refpondence  with  their  friends  and  relations^  never  ceafed, 
by  their  means,  to  excite  the  people  againil  her ;  infomuch 
that  Amalafuntha,  apprehending  the  fa<3ion  might  in  the 
end  prevail,  wrote  to  the  emperor  Juftinian^  begging  leave 
to  take  refuge  in  his  dominions,  .  1  he  emperor  complied 
with  her  requeft,  offering  her  a  noble  palace  at  EpidaHiniiSi 
Shi  caufts  now  Durazzo,  for  her  habitation  ;  but  the  princefs  havin? 
jome  of      in  the  mean  time  caufed  the  three  ringleaders  of  the  fac- 
*^Tto^^    tion,  whom  flie  had  banifhed,  to  be  put  to  death,  and  no 
death,         ^^^  difturbances  arifing  upon  that  execution,  fte  did  not 
accept  of  the  emperor's  offer;  but  remained  at  Ravenna, 
governing  the  dominions  of  her  fon  with  her  ufual  pru- 
dence and  equity. 
Ski  diftgns      In  the  mean  time  Athalaric  having,  by  his  debaucheneS) 
^^/f^T^t    ^"^  riotous  life,  contrafted  a  lingering  diftemper,  Amala- 
Jufimau.    funtha,  apprehending  that^  upon  his  death,  {he  would  be 
in  great  danger,  moil  of  the  chief  men  among  the  trotns 
being  highly  incenfed  againft  her,  refoWed  to  fave  herleu, 
by  delivering  Italy  into  the  hands  of  the  emperor;  and  ac- 
cordingly began  to  treat  with  his  ambafladors  about  tnc 
manner  of  putting  hw  defign  in  execution  >  but  her  »^'' 
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iiires  were  defeated  by  the  untimely  death  of  her  fohi  which  Vr.  ©f  J^U 
happened  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and  threw  hei      »?Si. 
into  new  difficulties.     Her  defign  for  giving  up  Italy  to  Juf*  ^'  ^'  53 ?• 
tinian  was  not  yet  ripe  for  execution  ;  on  the  other  harid,  JT"!    T* 
ihe  was  well' apprifcd,  that  the  Goths  would  notfufFer  her  ^^^^^^^ 
to  reign  after  the  death  of  her  fon,  but  would  choofe  a  new 
king  in  his  room.     Having  therefore  long  deliberated  with 
herfelf  how  (lie  fhould  a£^  at  fo  critical  a  conjuncture,  (he 
refolved  in  the  end  to  give  them  a  fovereign,  hoping  that 
the  perfon,  fo  advanced  by  her  favour,  would  be  contented 
with  the  title,  and,  out  of  gratitude,  fuffcr  her  to  enjoy   . 
the  fupreme  power  without  control.  ' 

With  this  view,  (he  caft  her  eyes  on  Theodotus  hercpu-  Amalafun" 
fin,  the  fon  of  Amalafrida,  fifter  to  king  Theodoric,  and  *^^  ^^^^^ 
confequenily  defcended  from  the  illuftrious  family  of  the  "l^r^^^^^t 
Amali.     He  was  a  man  of  great  learning,  as  appears  from  ig^gue. 
the  letter  which  Amalafuntha  wrote  to  the  fenate,  acquaint-  Hit  cha* 
ing  them  with  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  well  fkilled  in  ra&tr. 
the  doftrine  of  Plato,  thoroughly  verfed  in  theology,  and 
a  perfedl  mafter  of  the  Latin  tongue  ^ ;  but  totally  unac* 
quainted  both  with  civil  and  military  matters,  timorous,  in- 
dolent, covetous  to  the  greateft  degree,  deftitute  of  all  ho* 
nour  and  probity,  and  capable  of  committing  the  vileft  ac-* 
tions,  when  ftimulatcd  by  his  own  paffions,  or  by  thofe  of 
others.     He  had  lived  hitherto  in  Tufcany,  where  he  had 
large  pofleflions ;  but  not  fatisfied  with  them,  he  had  not 
only  enqroached  upon  his  neighbours,  but  feized  on  fome 
lands  belonging  to  the  crown.    Thefe  Amalafuntha  had 
obliged  him  to  reftore,  and  likewife  reftrained  him,  by  her 
authority,  from  injuring  his  neighbours  \  an  interpoHtioit 
which  had  rendered  him  her  implacable  enemy  \  infomuch 
that  he  privately  agreed  with  'the  ambaifadors,  who  had 
been  fent  from  Conftantinople  to  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  to 
betray  Tufcany  to  the  emperor,  upon  his  paying  a  certain 
fum,  and  raiGng  him  to  the  dignity  of  fenator.     However, 
Amalafuntha,  imagining*  that  fo  fignal  a  favour,  as  her 
advancing  him  to'  the  throne,  would  reconcile  him  to  her 
intereft,  offered  to  take  him  for  her  colleague,  on  condi- 
tion he  fufFered  her  to  enjoy  and  exercife  her  former  power. 
This  condition  Theodotus   promifed  upon  oath  to  fulfil^ 
and  was  thereupon  declared  by  the  queen  her  colleague  *• 
The  letters,  that  were  written  on  this  occafion  to  the  Ro- 
man fenate  by  the  queen,  in  commendation  of  Theodotus^ 
and  by  TJieodotus,  in  praife  of  the  queen,  are  extant  ia 
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Cafliodore  5^.  He  acknowleges  himfelfcntirely  indebted  to 
her  for  his  new  dignity  ;  and  extollyig  her  kindnefs,  adds, 
that  he  is  at  a  lofs  how  to  make  a  fuitable  return  far  fuch 
a  high  and  undeferved  favour. 

But  the  unhappy  princefs  was  foon  fenfible  of  her  mif- 
take  in  afluming  for  her  colleague  a  perfon,  who  had  been 
formerly  her  declared   enemy,  and  was   deftitute,  as  flic 
muft  have  known,  of  honour  and  probity  :  for  he  had  fcarcc 
mounted  the  throne,  when,  unmindful  of  the  promifes  he 
had  made,  and  folemnly  confirmed  with  an  oath,  hefuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  wholly  governed  by  the  friends  and  re- 
lations of  thofe  who  had  been  put  to  death  by  the  princefs 
Shi  is  con-  for  their  crimes  ;  and,  becaufe  fhe   took  the  liberty  to  re- 
finidbyhim  mind  him  of  his  engagements,  he  caufed  her  to  be  convey- 
'*^i4 '/^T''  ^^  from  Ravenna   into  Tufcany,  and  confined  her  to  an 
^fBolfena-   ^"^"^  ^^  ^^  middle   of  the  lake  of  Bolfena.     As  he  had 
reafon  to  Believe,  that  the  emperor,  who  had  a  great  value 
and  regard  for  Amalafuntha,  would  refcnt  this  treatment, 
he  obliged  her  to  write  to  him,  that  no  injury  or  injuftice 
had  been  done  her.     This  letter  he  fent  to  Conftantihople, 
with  one  which  he  wrote  himfelf,  filled  with  heavy  com- 
plaints againft  Amalafuntha.     The  emperor  was  fo  far  from 
giving  credit  to  what  Theodotus  urged  againft  her,  that 
he  openly  efpoufed  her  caufe,  andwrgte  amoft  afFeftionate 
letter,  comforting  her  in  her  diftrefs,  aad  afliiring  her  of 
Yr.  of  Fl.  his  protedion-,  but  before  the  letter  reached  her,  thcun- 
«88«.       happy  princefs  was,  with  the  confent,  if  not  by  the  order, 
^^^'  of  Theodotus,   barbaroufly  ftrangled  in  the  bath  by  the 
und  then     f"^"<^s  of  thofe,  whom,  in  the  reign  of  her  fon,  fhe  had 
futta  defervedly  punifhed  for  raifing  difturbances   in  the  ftate. 

death.         Some  writers  tell  us,  that  the  unhappy  queen  was  difpatch- 
ed*by  Theodotus  at  the  inftigation  of  the  empreft  Theo- 
dora, who,  jealous  of  the  love  the  emperor  fliewed  her, 
began  to  apprehend  he  might  one  day  forfake  her  for  the 
Jttfltnian     queen  of  the  Goths  ^.    "Be  that  as  it  may,  Juftinian  enraged 
te/ol'ves  to   againft  Theodotus  for  the  murder  of  a  perfon  for  whom  be 
make  war    j^^^}  ^j^g  greateft  efteem  and  veneration,  and  being  at  the 
GoM/.  '      f^^^  time  defirous  of  reuniting  Italy  to  the  empire,  refolv- 
ed  to  make  war  upon  the  Goths,  his  troops  being  juft  then 
returned  from  Africa,  which  they  had  reduced  by  expelling 
the  Vandals. 

Juftinian,  to  facilitate  the  enterprize,  ufed  his  utmoft en- 
deavours to  induce  the  Franks  to  join  him,  acquainting 
them  with  the  motives  that  had  urged  him  to  undertake 
that  war.     "  The  Goths  (fays  he  in  the  letter  which  be 
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iwrrote  to  their  princes)  "  have  not  only  felzed  on  Italy, 
"^''hich  belongs  to  us,  but  without  the  Icaft  provocation,  of- 
fered us  fuch  infults  as  we  cannot  in  hopour  receive.     This 
is  what  induces  us  to  take  arms  againft  them  ;  and  it  is  but 
jtift  that  youOiould  lend  us  what  afliftance  you  can  againft 
a  nation  that  bears  as  great  an  enmity  to  -you  as  to  ws,  the    . 
more  as  we  are  both  of  the  fame  perfuafion,  and  equally  ab- 
hor the  doftrine  of  Arius,  which  they  profefs  *."     To  the 
letter  the  emperor  added,  fays  Procopius,  a  large  fum,  pro- 
mifing  to  the  princes  of  the  Franks,  efpecially  to  Thcode- 
berr,  a  confiderable   fubfidy,  to  be  paid  as  foon  as  they 
ihould  begin  hoftilities.    The  Franks  received  the  money,^ 
and,  entering  into  an  alh'ance  with  the-  emperor,  engaged 
to  afllft  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power ;  but  iniliead  of  Thetrea* 
performing  their  promife,  while  Juftinian'sarms  were  em-  iheryof 
ployed  againft  the  Goths,  Theodebert,  who  was  deemed  '«*^'"*^*'» 
the  head  of  the  royal  family  of  the  Franks,  being  the  fon  of 
Theodoric,  or  Thierri,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Clovis,  feized  on 
feveral  cities  in  Liguria,  on  the  Alpes  Cottise,  and  great- 
part  of  the  province  of  Venice,  for  himfelf.     Of  this  trea- 
chery Juftinian  afterwards  complained  by  his  ambaiTador 
Licontius  to  Theodebald,  the  fon  and  fucceflfor  of  Theode- 
bert ^  :  but  to  leave  that  treacherous  nation,  and  return  to 
JufUnian.    Having  refolved  to  make  war  upon  the  Goth^, 
and  drive  them,  if  poflible,  out  of  Italy,  he  named  Mun- 
.dus  and  Belifarius  for  his  generals.    Mundus,  then  com- 
xnander  of  the  troops  in  Illyricum,  was  ordered  to  march 
into  Dalmatia,  which  ts'^as  fubjeft  to  the  Goths,  aiid  at- 
tempt the  reduftion  of  Salonse,  in  order  to  open  ^  paifage 
into  Italy.     Belifarius  was  to  make  a  defcent  upon  Sicily; 
for  which  purpofe  a  fleet  was  equipped,  on  board  of  which 
were  four  thoufand  legionaries,  three  thoufand  Ifaurians, 
three  hundred  Mauritanians,  and  two  hundred  Hunns. 

Belifarius  was  vefted  with  the  fupreme  command,  and 
with  abfolute  authority.     His  inftruftions  were  to  pretend 
a  voyage  to  Carthage,  but  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Sicily  ; 
and  if  he  thought  he  could  fucceed  in  the  attempt,  to  land 
there  :  otherwife,  to  fail  direSly  for  Africa,  without  dif- 
covering  his  intentions.     Mundus  without  difficulty   le-  yj.  ^^  pj^ 
duced  Salonae ;  and  Belifarius,  landing  without  oppofition      2883. 
in  Sicily,  fubdued  that  ifland  with  more  expedition  than  he  A.  D,  535, 
himfelf  expefted.     Palermo  held  out  for  fome  time,  the  "TT""'""^ 
Gothsi  who  depeiided  upon  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  which  5'"^!'" 
was  deemed  imprepfnable  by  land,  defending  it  with  great  ^fL^if^^ 
refolution ;  but  Belifarius  attacking  it  by  fea,  the  garrifon 
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was  forced  to  furrcndcr ;  fo  that  Belifarius  entered  the  cl^ 
on  the  laft  of  December  of  the  year  535.  Being  now  maf* 
tcr  of  Sicilyi  he  paffed  over  to  Reggio,  which  opened  its 
gates  to  him.  From  Reggio  he  purfued  bis  march  to  Rome, 
the  provinces  of  Abrutium>  Lucania,  Puglia,  Calabria,  and 
Samntum,  immediately  fubmitting  to  him.  The  city  of 
Naples  endured  a  fiege  5  but  Belifarius's  troops  having  en- 
tered it  through  an  aquedu£t,  it  was  in  the  end  taken  and 
plundered  ^ 

Theodotus,  who  was  an  entire  ftranger  to  military  affairs, 

and  had  a  great  averfion  to  war,  alarmed  at  the  unexpe£led 

fuccefs  of  the  emperor's  arms,  began  fecretly  to  treat  of 

peace  with  an  ambaffador  fent  by  the  emperor  for  that  pur- 

pofe.     In  a  private  conference  the  king  agreed  to  renounce 

all  pretentions  to  the  iiland  of  Sicily  j  to  fend  the  emperor 

yearly  a  crown  of  gold  weighing  three  hundred  pounds ;  to 

fupply  him  with  three  thoufand  men  when  required  ;  to 

put  no  fenator  or  ecclefiaftic  to  death,  or  confifcate  their 

eftates,  without  the  emperor's  confent,  nor  to  advance  any 

to  the  dignity  of  fenator  or  patrician,  but  petition  him  to 

confer  fuch  honours  on  thofe  who  deferved  them.     In  all 

proclamations  Juftinian's  name  was  to  be  firft  mentionedt 

Whenever  a  ftatue  was  erefted  to  Theodotus,  another  was 

to  be  raifed  to  the  emperor,  and  placed  on  the  right-band* 

No  coin  was  to  be  itamped  with  the  image  of  Theodotus 

alone,  but  that  alfo  of  juitinian,  which  was  always  to  hold 

the  mod  honourable  place.    Thefe  propofals,  which  evi<» 

'  dently  betrayed  the  meannefs  of  his  fpiriti  were  fent  by 

Theodotus  to  Conftantinople ;  but  apprehending  the  empe-^ 

I'or,  not  fatisiied  with  them,  might  purfue  the  war,  hedif-v 

patched  an  exppefs  to  the  ambaffador,  now  as  far  on  his 

journey  as  Albania,  recalling  him  for  farther  orders  andin* 

fie  offers  to  ftruftions.     Thefe  imported  that  he  would  refign  the  kingn 

rejigft  the     j|om  to'Juftinian,  and  content  himfelf  with  a  penfion  fiiit- 

^n ^*'/f*    able  to  his  quality  5  but  he  obliged  both  the  emperor's  am-? 

^  ^     ;  '    baffador,  and  Agapetus  bifhop  of  Rome,  whom  he  fent  on 

his  own  behalf,  to  bind  themfelves  by  a  folemn  oath  not  to 

inention  this  propofal  till  they  found  the  emperor  would 

not  accept  of  the  former.     The  emperor  rejeiied,  as  wa5 

cxpefled,  the  firft  propofals  with  indignation  ;  whereupon 

the  ambaifadors  (hewed  him  the  fecond  (igned  by  the.  king, 

who,  in  his  letter  to  the  e^nperor,  told  him,  among  other 

things,  that  being  unacquainted  with  war,  aqd  i^ngaged  in 

the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  he  preferred  his  quiet  to  a  king- 

flom.    Juftinian,  traqfported  with  joy,  and  imagining  tbi; 
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r  already  ended,  anfwer^  the  king  in  thekindcft  terms, 
extolling  his  wifdonj,  and  adding  to  what  he  demanded  the 
gcea'cft  honours  of  the  empire.  The  agreement  being  con- 
firmed by  mutual  oaths,  lands  were  afiigned  to  Theodotus 
out  ofthe  emperor's  domain,  and  orders  difpatched  to  Be- 
lifarius  to  take  pofTeffion  of  Italy  in  his  name. 

In  the  mean  time  a  body  of  Goths  entering  Dalmatia 
-with  a  defign  to  recover  Salonae,  Mundus  fent  his  fon,  with 
a  fmall  party,  to  obfervc  their  piotioas  ;  but  the  youth  un- 
advifedly  engaging  a  detachment  from  their  army  far  fupc- 
rior  in  number  to  his  own,  was  flain,  and  moft  of  his  men 
cut  in  pieces.     To  revenge  the  death  of  his  fon,  Mundus 
marched  againft  the  enemy  with  all  the  forces  under  his 
command,  engaged  them,  and  put  them  to  flight ;  but  his 
jmen  falling  into  confufion  in  the  purfuit,  the  Goths  rally-  7hfRo* 
ing,    renewed  the  fight,  killed  Mundus  himfelf,  and,  in  mans  de^ 
their  turn,  put  the  Romans  to  flight.    Upon  this  defeat  the  f'^^J^y 
Romans,  abandoning  Salonae  and  all  Dalmatia,  returned  ^''^^.^^'- 
home  5  which  retreat  Theodotus  no  fooner  underftood  than,  covered  bj 
elated  with  fo  fraall  an  advantage,  he  refufed,  with  great  the  Gethu 
haughtinefs,  to  comply  with  the  articles  of  the  treaty  which 
be  had  lately  iigned  -,  and  becaufe  the  late  emperor's  am* 
b^flador,  a  man  of  great  addrefs  and  experience,  cxpoftu- 
lated  with  him  for  his  breach  of  faith,  he  replied,  that  it 
was  not  an  unufual  thing  to  put  even  ambafladors  to  death, 
vrhen  they  did  not  (hew  that  refpe£t  which  is  due  to  crown- 
ed heads.     Peter  anfwered,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  execute 
bis  mailer's  orders;  and  that  he  would  utter  what  he  had  * 
been  enjoined  to  fay,  whether  pleaCngor  difpleafing.  Theo- 
dotus placed  a  ftrift  guard  over  the  ambaffador,  at  which 
infult  Juftinian  being  highly  provpked,  difpatched  Conftan- 
tianua,  ^n  officer  of  great  valour  and  experience,  irjto  Illy- 
ricun?,  with  orders  to  raife  forces  in  that  province,  and  cn- 
.^er  Dalmatia. 

At  the  fame  time  be  wrote  to  Belifarius,  commanding 
him  to  purfue  the  war  with  the  utmoft  vigour.     CoAantia- 
nus,  having,  purfuant  to  his  orders,  raifed  an  army  with 
great  expedition  in  Illyricum,  entered  Dalmatia,  made  him- 
felf matter  of  Salonae,  and  obliged  the  Goths,  with  their  The  Goths 
general  Grypus,  to  abandon  that  province.     Belifarius  now  ^gaindri^ 
drew  near  to  Rome,  having  reduced  all  the  provinces  that  J'^^'^^^f 
compofc  the  prefent  kingdom  of  Naples.   .  The  chief  men     ^    ^  ^^ 
among  the  Goths,  finding  their  king  took  no  Hep  to  avert 
the  impending  ruin  of  their  nation,  aflTembled  without  his 
confent ;  and,  not  defpairing  of  being  able  to  conclude  a  ^ 

peace  with  Belifarius,  difpatched  an  embafly  to  him,  rer 
prpfcnting  the  injuftice  of  the  war,  the  juft  claim  they  had 
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to  Italy,  and  the  moderation  and  equity  with  wbich  they 
had  hitherto  governed  that  country.     As  the  ambalTadors 
^     laid  great  ftrels  on  Thcodoric's  taking  Italy,  not  from  tbe 
Romans,  hut  from  the  Barbarians,  to  whom  it  was  become 
a  prey,  and  on  their  kings  being  encouraged  to  that  enters 
prize  by  the  emperor  himfelf,  Belifarius,  difliking  the  con- 
ditions they  offered,  anfwered  morofely,  that  Theodoric 
had  been  fent  indeed  by  Zeno  to  refcue  Italy  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Barbarians,  hue  not  to  keep   it   for  bimfelfi 
fmce  it  was  the  fame  thing  to  the  emperor,  fo  long  as  it 
was  not  reftored  to  the  empire,  whether  it  was  held  by  the 
Goths  or  the  Heruli :  that  whoever  detains  the  goods  that 
arc  not  his  own,  againfl:  the  will  of  the  owner,  is  no  lefs 
guilty  than  he  who  takes  them  by  force.     He  concluded, 
that  he  would  liften  to  no  terms,  nor  (heath  his  fword,  till 
Italy  was  was  reunited  to  the  empire  to  which  it  belonged^. 
The  Goths,   finding  Belifarius  unalterably  determined 
upon  driving  them  out  of  Italy,  and,  on  the  other  handi 
amazed  at  the  cowardice  and  ftupidity  of  their  prince,  who 
made  no  warlike  preparations,  as  if  he  either  intended  to 
betray  Italy  to  the  emperor,  or,  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  had 
laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  defending  it,  affembled  at  Regeta» 
a  place  about  thirty-five  miles  from  Rome ;  and,  having 
7/ieoJotus     with  one  confent  depofed  Theodotus,  chofe  and  proclaimed 
aefofedy       Vitiges  king  in  his  room.     Vitiges  was  not  defccnded  from 
and  Vttiges  ^^  iUuftrious  family  among  the  Goths ;  but  had  diftinguift^ 
\uroom.      ^^  himfelf  by  his  valour  in  feveral  wars,  efpecially  in  that 
which  Theodoric  had  waged  with  the  Gepidse.    Jornandes 
writes,  that  he  had  been  formerly  armour-bearer  to  Thco* 
doric  '.     Upon  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  he  married  Mat 
tefuenta,  the  daughter  of  Amalafuntha,  and  grand  daugli* 
%tv  of  Theodoric,  who  defpifing  him  on  account  of  his 
birth,  though  in  every  other  refpeft  worthy  of  the  crown, 
18  faid  to  have  maintained  a  private  correfpondence  with 
the  Romans,  and  was  even  fufpefted  of  attempting  to  be- 
tray him  into  their  hands  ' ;  for  (he  had  been  averfe  io  the 
match  from  the  very  beginning,  and  was,  in  a  mannefi 
forced  by  the  king  to  give  her  confent. 

Theodotus,  who  was  then  at  Rome,  hearing  the  GotM 
had  chofen  a  new  king,  fled  from  thence  towards  Ravenna i 
but  Vitiges  difpatched  Optaris  after  him,  with  orders 
to  bring  him  back  dead  or  alive.  Optaris  bad  bccnw 
treated  by  him  ;  therefore,  purfuing  him  with  great  expe- 
dition, he  foon  overtook  him,  and  putting  him  to  death) 
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brought  back  his  head  to  the  king.     Such  was  the  end  Yr,  of  FL 
of  this  cowardly,  ungrateful,  and  covetous  prince,  after  he      »885. 
had  reigned  about  three  years  s.  He  left  a  fon  named  Theu-  ^'  ^  537» 
degifclus,  whom  Vitiges  caufed  to  be  firft  imprifoned,  and     , 
afterwards  murdered.     And  now  the  new  king,  having  no  jj^^^l^^^g^ 
competitor,    applied  himfelf  wholly  to  the  means  of  re- 
eftablifhing  the  affairs  of  the  Goths.     He  began  with  writ- 
ing a  circular  letter,  wherein  he  exhorted  his  countrymen 
to  exert  their  ancient  courage,  and  defend,  with  their  ufual 
bravery,  the  countries  which  belonged  to  them  by  right  of 
conqueft.  From  the  place  where  he  was  chofen  he  marched 
to  Rome ;  but  not  thinking  himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  de- 
fend that  city  againft  Belifarius,  who  was  advancing   to- 
wards it,  he  refolved  to  remove   to  Ravenna,  where  he 
might  with  more  eafe,  reinforce  his  army,  and  make  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  taking  the  field.'    Upon  his  de- 
parture he  obliged  the  pope,  the  fenate,  and  the  people,  to 
take  an  oath  of  fidelity  ;  and  then,  leaving  four  tl\oufand 
^  Goths  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  he  fet  out  for  Ravenna 
"with  feveral  fenators,  whom  he  took  with  him  ashoftages. 
Being  arrived  at  Ravenna  he  aflembled  the  Goths  from  all 
parts,  and  having  raifed  a  confiderable  army,  encamped 
under  the  walls  of  that  city. 

In  the  mean  time  Belifarius,having  garrifoned  Naples,  Cu- 
inse,  and  other  ftrong  places  in  Campania,  approached  Rome. 
The  inhabitants,  dreading  the  treatment  which  the  Neapo- 
litans are  -faid  to  have  met  with,  when  their  city  was  taken 
by  affault,  and  awed  by  the  reputation  of  fo  renowned  a  ge- 
neral, refolved,  notwithftanding  the  oath  they  had  fo  lately 
taken,  to  open  their  gates  to  the  emperor's  army.    Accord- 
ingly, they  difpatched  Fidelius  to  invite  Belifarius  to  take 
poiTeffion  of  their  city,  affuring  him,  that  he  fhouid  meet 
•with  no  oppofithon.     Belifarius  no  fooner  received  this  in- 
vitation, than  he  advanced  to  the  gates  of  the  city  ;  which   ' 
being  opened,  he  entered  Rome  on  the  ninth  or  tenth  of  Belifarius 
December  of  the  year  537,  and  taking  pofleffion  of  it  in  the  ^«'^^ 
emperor's  name,  reunited  it  to  the  empire,  fixty  years  after  '^^'"^* 
i%  had  been  taken  by  Odoacer,  and  thirty-four  after  it  had 
'  fubmitted  to  Theodoric.  The  Gothic  garrifon,  finding  they 
could  not  make  head  at  the  fame  time  againft  the  emperor*s 
army  and  the  citizens,  retired  by  the  Porta  Flaminia,  while 
Belifarius  entered  by  the  Porta  Afinaria.  Leudaris,  governor 
of  the  city,  who  ftaid  behind,  was  fent,  together  with  the  keys, 
to  the  emperor.     Belifarius,  now  mafter  of  the  city,  applied 
^imfelf  to  the  repairing  of  the  walls  and  other  fortifica- 
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tionS)  filled  the  granacieswith  corny  which  he  caofed  to  be 
brought  from  Sicily,  and  (lored  the  place  with  all  manner 
ofproviGons,  as  if  he  were  preparing  againfl  a  (lege  ;  pre- 
cautions which  gave  great  itneafinefs  to  the  inhabitants,  who 
chofe  rather  that  their  city  (hould  lie  open  to  e?ery  invader 
than  be  liable  to  the  many  miferies  and  calamities  attending 
a  fjcge.  While  Belifarius  was  thus  employed  at  Rome, 
FItzas,  governor  of  Samnium,  fubmitting,  delivered  up 
great  part  of  that  country,  with  the  city  of  Benevento. 
Narnia,  Spoleto,  and  Perufia  revolting  from  the  Goths,  re- 
ceived Roman  garrifons,  as  did  mod  cities  in  Tufcany**. 

In  the  mean  time  Vitiges  did  not  lay  idle  at  Ravenna ; 
but,  having  raifed  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  men,  tefolved  to  march  dirc£Hy  to  Rome,  and  engage 
Belifarius,  or,  if  he  declined  engaging,  tobefiege  the  city; 
but  apprehending  that  the  Franks,  who  were  in  confede- 
racy with  the  emperor,  might  fall  upon  him  at  the  fame 
time,  with  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  great  men 
among  the  Goths,  he  difpatched  ambaiTadors  to  their  three 
kings,  Theodebert,  Childebcrt,  and  Clotarius,  offering  to 
cede  whatever  the  Oilrogoths  held  in  Gaul,  and  befides  to 
pay  them  a  confiderable  fum,  provided  they  would  join  hire 
againft  the  emperor.  The  Franks,  not  with  (landing  their  allio' 
ance  with  Judinian,  agreed  to  the  propofal,  and  figned  the 
treaty,  the  articles  whereof  were  immediately  executed  by 
Vitiges,  who  paid  them  the  fum  propofed,  and  ordered  Mar- 
tias,  who  commanded  a  chofen  body  of  Oilrogoths  in  Gaul, 
to  deliver  up  to  the.  Franks  the  cities  he  held  there,  and 
return  with  the  forces  under  his  command  into  Italy.  The 
three  princes  divided  equally  among  them  both  the  money 
and  the  cities ;  but  when  they  were  to  execute  on  their 
fide  the  articles  of  the  agreement,  they  declared,  that  the 
engagements  they  had  lately  entered  into  with  Judinian  not 
allowing  them  to  make  open  war  upon  the  Romans,  they 
could  not,  by  any  means,  fend  an  army  of  Franks  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Oftiogoths ;  but  they  would  caufe  a  body  of 
troops,  raifed  in  the  countries  which  they  had  fubdued,  to 
join  them.  Accordingly  they  fent,  not  immediately,  but 
the  following  year,  ten  thoufandBurgundians,  fubdued  by 
them  a  few  years  before,  who,  upon  their  entering  Italy, 
declared,  purfuant  to  their  private  inftruftions,  that  they 
came  as  volunteers,  without  even  aiking  leave  of  the  kings 
of  the  Franks,  to  whom  they  paid  no  regard  ^  Thus  early 
thp  Franks  began  to  fport  with  the  moft  folemn  treaties, 
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ind  elude  them  with  quibbles  and  equivocations^  as  their 
defcendants  are  well  known  to  do  at  this  day. 

Vitiges  was  no  fooner  joined  by  Martias,  and  the  troops  rifi^er 
returned  from  Gaul,  than  he  began  his  march  to  Rome,  and  ffMrcAesiB 
purfued  it  with  great  expedition,  not  attempting  to  reduce  '^**'* 
any  of  the  towns  on  the  road,  which,  he  knew/  were  well 
provided  and  fortified.     Belifarius,  being  informed  of  his 
march,  difpatched  meflengers  to  Conftantianus  inTufcany, 
and  to  Beflas,  the  Goth,  but  of  the  emperor's  party,  in 
Umbria,  ordering  them  to  join  him  with  all  poffible  expe- 
dition with  the  troops  under  their  command  ;  for  his  army 
confided   only  of  five  thoufand  men,  the  reft  being  em- 
ployed in  garrifoning  the  many  towns  that  had  fubmitted. 
At  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  the  emperor,  acquainting 
him  with  the  danger  he  was  in,  and  prefling  him  to  fend 
into  Italy,  without  lofsof  time,  the  neceflary  fupplies.  Con- 
ftantianus joined  him,  purfuant  to  his  orders,  and  foon  after 
Beflas,  who,  falling  in  with  part  of  the  enemy's  vanguard, 
killed  ^  confiderable  number,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight.    Be- 
lifarius had  built  a  fort  upon  a  bridge  about  a  mile  from 
Rome,  and  placed  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  it,  to  difpute  the  paC- 
fage  with  the  enemy  :  but  the  garrifon,  feized  with  a  panic 
^t  the  approach  of  fo  numerous  an  army,  abandoned  their 
poft  in  the  night,  and  fled  into  Campania  ;  fo  that  Vitige* 
early  next  morning  paflTed  over  great  part  of  his  army,  and 
marched  on,  without  oppofition,  till  he  was  met  by  iJelifa- 
rius,  who,  knowing  nothing  of  what  had  happened,  came 
very   early,  attended  by  a  thoufand   horfe,   to  view  the 
ground  near  the  bridge.  ^  He  was  greatly  furprifed,  when 
he    beheld  the   enemy   advancing  in  order  againft   him. 
However,  left  he  (hoqld  heighten  their  courage  by  his  flight  Abho^ 
or  retreat,  he  ftood  his  ground,  and  received  the  enemy  at  encounter 
the  head  of  his  fmall  body,  expofing  himfelf,  without  his  ^^^^'^« 
ufual   prudence  and  difcretion,   to   the  greateft   dangers,  d^j:^"'^ 
Had  he  been  killed,  Rome  muft  have  fallen  ;  and  therefore    '  ■J^^^'^* 
he  is  dcfervedly  blamed  for  thus  expofing  his  own  perfon, 
fifice  on  him  the  fafety  of  all  depended  ;  but  this  perhaps 
is  the  only  occafion,  on  which  his  conduft  favoured  of  rafli- 
nefs  and  temerity.     Being  known  by  fome  fugitives,  they 
all  aimed  at  him  alone ;  a  circumftance  which  made  his 
own  men  the  more  folicitous  to  defend  Bim  :  (o  that  the 
"whole  conteft  was,  for  fome  time,  about  his  perfon.     At 
laft  the  Goths  were  driven  back  to  their  camp,  which  the 
Romans  attempted  to  force ;  but  they  met  with  fuch  a  vi- 
gorous refiftance*  that  they  foon  abandoned  the  enterprize, 
and  retired  with  precipitation  to  a  neighbouring  eminence, 
^benc9  they  yrftp  forced  by^  the  enemy,  put  to  flight,  and 
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purfued  to  the  very  gates  of  the  city.,  Here  they  were  in 
greater  danger  than  ever ;  for  thofc  within,  fearing  the 
enemy  ihould,  in  that  confufion,  enter  with  them,  refufed 
to  admit  them.  The  general  himfelf  cried  out  earneftiy, 
tcliing  them  who  he  was,  and  commanding  them  to  open 
the  gates ;  but  as  they  had  been  informed  by  thofe  who 
firfl:  fled  that  he  was  flain,  and  they  could  not  diftinguiih 
him,  his  face  being  covered  with  blood  and  duft,  they  gave 
no  attention  to  what  he  faid.  In  this  extremity,  having  en- 
couraged his  men,  who  were  now  driven  into  a  harrow 
compafs,  to  make  a  lad  effort,  he  put  himfelf  at  their  head, 
an<l  attacked  the  enemy  with  fuch  fury,  that  the  Gotbs, 
imagining  frefh  troops  were  fallying  out  upon  them,  began 
to  give  ground,  and  being  vigoroufly  purfued  by  Belifarius, 
retired  to  their  camp.  Upon  their  retreat,  Belifarius,  not 
thinking  it  advifeable  to  purfue  them,  entered  the  city, 
where  he  was  received  with  loud  acclamations. 
Rome  he*  A  few  (lays  after  this  fkirmifh,  Vitiges,  approaching  the 
^^td  by  city,  invefted  it  on  all  fides  ;  and,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the 
fftiii^es.  garrifon  and  inhabitants  for  want  of  water,  ordered  the 
aquedu£^s,  which  had  been  built  by  the  Roman  emperors 
at  an  immenfe  charge,  to  be  deftroyed.  On  the  other 
hand,  Belifarius  omitted  nothing  for  the  defence  of  the  city; 
the  ufelefs  multitude  he  fent  out ;  took  care  to  have  thofe 
who  remained  fupplied  with  all  neceflaries  ;  to  prevent  tu- 
mults, he  lifted  a  great  number  of  artificers,  who,  together 
with  his  foldiers,  were  to  watch  night  and  day  on  the  ram- 
parts \  he  placed  Moors  in  the  night,  with  dogs,  round  the 
ditch,  to  give  the  alarm  when  the  enemy  approached  ;  and 
fortified  the  aquedufts  where  they  opened  into  the  city. 
The  citizens  of  Rome,  concluding  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances  that  Belifarius  was  refolved  to  defend  the  city  to  the 
'  lad  extremity,  begin  to  affemble  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
and  rail  at  the  general  as  one,  who,  without  the  leaft  regard 
to  the  public  calamities,  was  obftinately  bent  upon  defend- 
ing a  place  altogether  untenable.  Vitiges,  being  acquainted 
with  the  difcontcnt  and  complaints  of  the  citizens,  he,  in 
order  to  heighten  them,  and  drive  the  inhabitants,  if  poifibk, 
to  open  rebellion,  difpatched  ambaflTadors  to  the  fenate,  af- 
furing  them  of  his  favour  and  proteftion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  offering  a  fafe  retreat  to  Belifarius. 

The  fenate  and  people  would  have  willingly  hearkened  to 
the  king*s  propofals ;  but.  being  awed  by  the  prcfence  of 
Belifarius,  they  dared  not  exprefs  their  real  fentiments;  fo 
that  the  ambaffadors  were  difmified  without  an  anfwcr. 
Hereupon  Vitiges  refolved  to  purfue  the  fiege  with  the  ut- 
mofl:  vigour  \  and  even  in  the  courfe  of  it,  ihewcdikiinfclf 
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an  able  commander,  both  in  contriving  his  military  en-  qhefiege 
gines,  and  difpofing  the  attacks.     Belifarius  made  a  no  lefs  putjued 
vigorous  defence,  repulfmg  the  enemy  in  theit  repeated  at-  ^ithgrgai 
tacks,  and  Tallying  frequently  out  upon  them  with  fuch  fuc-  '^'S^'"'% 
cefs,  that,  in  feven  months,  Vitiges  is  faid  to  have  loft 
above  forty  thoufand  men ;  a  lofs  which  provoked  and  in- 
cenfed  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  caufed  the  Roman  fe- 
nators  to  be  maffacred,  whom,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  he  had  carried  to  Ravenna.     In  the  mean  time  a  fmali, 
but  feafonable,  fupply  of  fixteen  hundred  horfe  arrived  from 
the  emperor,  confifting  of  Hunns,  Sclavonians,  and  Antse, 
dwelling  beyound  the  Danube,     As  thefe  were  all  archers 
on  horfeback,  they  did  great  execution ;  for  we  are  told 
that,  in  three  fallies,  under  the  conduft  of  Belifarius,  and 
their  two  leaders  Martinus   and  Valerianus,  they  killed 
about  four  thoufand  Goths. 

The  Romans,  elated  with  this  fuccefs,  were  for  putting 
the  whole  to  the  iffue  of  a  general  engagement.     This  ftep 
Belifarius  oppofed  with  all  the  arguments  his  reafoh  and 
long  experience  could  fuggeft ;  but  he  was  forced,  by  the 
importunities  both  of  the  foldiers  and  citizens,  to  gratify 
them,  and  venture  a  battle.     Having,  therefore,  exhorted 
them  to  render  fuccefsful,  by  their  valour,  that  fcheme, 
which  he   had  been  forced  upon  by  their  temerity,    he 
marched  out  with  his  fmall  army,  and  fell  upon  the  Goths 
with  fuch  refolution,  that  the  Romans  at  firft  promifed 
themfelves  certain  vi£kory;   but  being  in   the  end  over-  f^hi  Ro^ 
powered  with  numbers,  they  were  obliged  to  betake  them-  mans^ 
lelves  to  a  precipitate  flight.     The  Romans  loft  on  this  oc-  ha^vin^ 
cafion  feveral  brave  officers,  among  the  reft  Principius  and  ^^^'^f"^ ■ 
Tarmutus,  of  whom  the  former  waskilled  in  the  field  of  toPk;J*t/ie 
battle  5  and   the  latter,  being  refcued  out  of  the  enemy's  inemy  bat. 
hands  by  his  brother  Ennes,  and  carried   by  his  men  into  tle^  are  de* 
the  city  on  a  target,  died  two  days  after  of  his  wounds,  fi^i^^^- 
The  Romans,  now  fatisfied  with  their  own  experience,  that 
it  was  not  fafe  to  engage  l;he  enemy's  whole  army,  con- 
tented themfelves  with  fallying  out  in  fmall  parties,  in 
which  fallies  they  were  generally  attended  with  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time  Belifarius  received  advice,  that  a  fup- 
ply of  money  to  pay  the  army  was  already  landed  in  Italy. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  it  into 
the  city,  he  marched  out  at  the  head  of  his  army,  as  if  he 
defigned  to  try  the  fortune  of  a  fecond  battle.  The  Goths, 
being  of  that  opinion,  united  into  one  body,  and  abandoned 
the  place,  through  which  he  had  appointed  the  treafure  and 
its  convoy  to  pafs  ;  by  which  means  it  was  brought  fafe  into 
the  city.  By  this  ftratagem  one  evil  was  fuccefsfully  re- 
moved % 
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mpred ;  but  the  befieged  laboured  under  others  more  fatal 
and  pernicious,  a  famine  and  a  plague^  which  made  a 
dreadful  havockin  the  cicy ;  infomuch  that  the  citizens,  no 
longer  able  to  bear  their  calamities  and  misfortunes^  would 
have  forced  the  Roman  general  to  venture  a  fecond  battle, 
had  he  not,  with  great  confidence,  affured  them,  that  he 
daily  expefted  large  fupplies  from  the  emperor;  that  a 

f;reat  army  was  in  full  march  to  join  them ;  that  a  power- 
ul  fleet  was  already  arrived,  fuch  a  fleet  as  no  Roman  eye 
had  ever  beheld ;  for  it  covered  the  fliores  of  Campania 
and  the  Ionian  gulph.  To  give  weight  and  authority  to 
what  he  faid,  he  difpatched  Procopius  the  hiflorian  to  Na- 
ples, with  orders  to  head  the  troops,vhich  he  pretended  were 
already  arrived  in  that  city  :  and  indeed  a  considerable  fupply 
did  at  length  arrive  at  Naples,  at  Otranto,  and  other  ports, 
conGfting  of  three  thoufand  Ifaurians,  eight  hundred  Thra- 
cian  horfe,  and  thirteen  hundred  horfe  of  other  nations. 
Thefe,  in  their  march  through  Campania,  were  joined  by 
five  hundred  men  newly  raifed  in  that  country,  and  march- 
ing clofe  to  the  fliore,  arrived  at  Oftia ;  whence  they 
marched  to  Rome,  which  they  entered  by  the  Oftian  gate, 
while  the  enemy's  forces  were  employed  againft  Belifarius, 
who  had  fallied  out  with  the  greateftpart  of  the  garrifon  at 
the'Flaminian  gate,  on  the  oppoGte  fide  of  the  city,  to  give 
his  fupplies  an  opportunity  of  entering  without  lofs  or  op- 
pofition. 

"^The  Goths,  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  thefe  troops,  and 
their  numbers  being  faid  to  be  far  greater  than  they  really 
were,  began  to  defpair  of  ever  being  able  to  reduce  the 
city,  efpecially  as  they  laboured  under  as  great  hardfliips  as 
the  befieged  themfelves,  the  famine  and  plague  making  a 
dreadful  havock  in  their  army,  which  was  now  greatly  re- 
duced. They  therefore  began  to  think  of  abandoning  the 
cnterprize,  and  retreating  upon  the  heft  terms  they  could 
obtain.  Accordingly,  they  fent  three  deputies  into  the 
city  to  treat  with  Belifarius  *,  bu^  all  they  could  obtain 
was  a  ceflation  of  arms  for  three  months,  during  which 
time  they  might  fend  ambafladors  to  the  emperor,  who 
fliould  be  allowed  to  return  home  unmolefted,  even  after 
the  expiration  of  the  truce.  No  farther  mention  is  made 
of  the  ambaflTadors ;  but  as  the  fiege  was  continued  after 
the  expiration  of  the  truce,  it  is  plain  from  thence  that 
they  did  not  fucceed  in  their  negotiations  at  Conftantinople. 

During  the  truce,  Belifarius  fent  out  of  Rome  as  many 
o^  his  forces  as  he  could  fpare,  under  the  command  of 
John,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  with  orders  to  inter- 
cept the  enemy's  convoys  as  foon  as  the  truce  fljould  be  ex- 

pired^ 
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ptred,  and  attempt  fuch  places  as  they  thought  thejr  could 
reduce  without  great  lofs.     Thefe,  entering  Picenqm,  which 
fupplied  the  army  before  Rome  with  provi (ions,  ravaged  that 
province  with  fire  and  fword ;  and  approaching  Rimini, 
killed  Ulitheus,   uncle  to  Vitlges,  and  made   themfelves 
mailers  of  that  city.     Vitiges  had,  in  the  mean  time,  made  RMfii 
feveral  attempts  upon  Rome  5  but  though  all  his  efforts,  and  taken  bj 
the  many  ftratagems  he  pra£lifed,  were  defeated  by  Belifa-  '^'  ^^ 
rius,  he  ftill  purfued   the   fiege  with  great  obftinacy,   till  *"'**'• 
news  were  brought  him  of  the  redudtion  of  Rimini;  which 
alarmed  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  that  city  was  but  a  day's  Yr.  of  Fl. 
journey  from  Ravenna,  that  he  immediately  broke  up  tne      *^*^- 
fiege,  after  it  had  laiied  a  year  and  nine  days,  and  by  day-  ^^** 

break  retired  in  good  order.     Belifariu_s  did  not  let  flip  fo  tj-f^^  q^^j^^ 
favourable   an  opportunity  of  annoying  the   enemy  5  but  raife  tht 
falling  upon  their  rear  as  they  were  paffing  the  bridge  on  fiege  of 
the  Tiber,  cut  great  numbers  in  pieces,  while  others,  (truck  ^««»'« 
"With  a  panic,  threw  themfelves  into  the  river,  and  were 
drowned"^. 

From  Rome  Vitiges  marched  direftly  to  Rimini,  being 
refolved,  at  all  events,  to  force  that  important  place  out  of 
the  enemy's  hands.     Belifarius,  not  doubting  but  that  was 
his  defign,  took  care  to  provide  the  place  with  fupplies  of 
every  kind,  difpatching  lldeger  and  Martinus  with  a  thou- 
fand  horfe,  and  ordering  them  to  draw  the  foot  out  of  An- 
cona,  and  march  with  them  to  Rimini.     His  orders  were 
executed  with  fuch  expedition,  that  Vitiges,  on  his  arrival, 
found  the  town  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  for  a  long  time. 
However,  he  invefted  it  on  all  -fides,  and  began  to  batter  it  rttiget 
with  a  great  number  of  engines ;  but  being  repulfed  with  ^^fifgcM 
great  lofs  in  feveral  attacks,  he  refolved  to  reduce  it  by  fa-  ^'^"*'' 
mine.     Belifarius,  in  order  to  make  a  powerful  diverfion, 
fent  a  ftrong  detachment,  under  the  conduQ:  of  Mundilas, 
to  furprife  Milan  *,  which  he  took  without  oppofition;  and,  The  Ro^ 
in  a  fliort  time,  conquered  all  Lisuria,  the  enemy's  forces  fnans  taka 
being  employed  before  Piimini.     Vitiges,  hearing  that  Mi-  ^^^^^* 
Ian  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  difpatched  Uriaia, 
his  fiftePs  fon,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  detachment,  to  re- 
cover that  important  place,  and  the  reft  of  Liguria.    Uraia, 
being  joined  by  the  ten  thoufand  Burgundians,  of  whom  we 
have  fpoken  already,  fent  by  Theodebert,  king  of  the  Franks, 
laid  clofe  ^\tg&  to  Milan,  and  in  a  fhort  time  reduced  it  to 
the  laft  extremity. 

While  Vitiges  was  thus  buGed  in.  the  fiege  of  Rimini, 
and  Uraia  in  that  of  Milan,  Belifarius,  leaving  a  fmall  gar* 
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rifon  xn  Rome,  marched  towards  the  former  place,  with  a 
defign  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  Goths  be- 
fore Rimini  and  thofe  in  Auximum,  now  Ofimo,  a  ftrong 
town  which  they  poffefTed.  On  his  march  he  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  Tudera  and  Clufium  ;  and  at  the  latter  place 
received  intelligence,  that  the  celebrated  Narfes  was  arrived 
from  Conftantinople  in  Picenum,  with  a  reinforcement  of 
five  thoufand  Romans,  and  two  thoufand  Heruli.  They 
were  all  commanded  by  Narfes,  and,  under  him,  the  Ro- 
mans by  Juftin,  the  general  of  Illyrlcum,  and  by  Narfes 
the  Armenian.  The  Heruli  were  headed  by  three  of  their 
countrymen,  Vifigandus,  Aloethes,  and  Phanatheus.  Upon 
this  intelligence,  Belifarius  marched  into  Ficenum,  and  the 
two  armies  joined  at  Firmum,  now  Fermo,  where  a  coun- 
cil of  war  was  held,  wherein  they  deliberated,  whether  it 
was  moft  expedient  for  the  emperor's  fervice  to  befiege 
Auximum,  or  relieve  Rimini.  If  they  marched- to  Rimini^ 
Belifarius  apprehended,  that  the  enemy 'from  Auximum 
would  harafs  and  lay  wafte  the  neighbouring  country,  which 
had  fubmitted  to  the  Romans.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
thought  unreafonable  to  fufFer  the  befieg-d  to  perifh  for 
want  of  afliltance.  As  Narfes  had  a  great  kindnefs  for 
John,  who  was  flmt  up  in  the  place,  he  earned iy  preflcd 
Belifarius  to  deliver  hbn  from  the  imminent  danger  both  he 
and  the  garrifon  were  in.  Belifarius  at  firft  refufcd  to 
comply  with  his  requcft  ;  but  a  meflcnger  feafonably  arriv- 
ing with  Jetters  from  John,  wherein  he  declared,  that  unlefs 
he  was  relieved  in  feven  days,  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  fur- 
render,  Belifarius  agreed  to  march  to  his  relief.  Having, 
therefore,  left  a  thoufand  men  at  Firmum,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Aratius,  to  awe  the  garrifon  of  Auximium,  he  di- 
vided his  army  into  \three  bodies,  whereof  one  was  em- 
barked in  a  great  number  of  vefi'els,  another  marched  along 
the  (hore  under  the  condwEl  of  Martinus,  and  the  third  was 
condud^ed  by  Belifarius  bimfelf,  and  by  Narfes,  over  the 
mountains.  This  divifion  of  the  fbrces  had  the  defired  ef- 
fecl ;  for  Vitiges,  feeing  a  great  fleet  appear,  and  at  the 
fame  time  two  armies,  which,  from  the  many  fires  they 
made  in  the  night,  he  concluded  to  be  very  numerous,  raifed 
the  fiege,  and  fled  in  fuch  hafte,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
the  baggage  was  left  behind.  The  confufion  of  the  Goths 
was  fo  great,  that  had  not  the  garrifon  been  rendered  ex- 
tremely feeble,  for  want  of  fuftenance,  they  might  have  eafity 
cut  them  oflF  in  their  diforderly  retreat,  and  aJ:  once  ter- 
minated the  war  ^ 
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After  this  fuccefs,  jealoufies  began  to  arife  between  Be-  Mxfunder^ 
lifarius  and  Narfes,  which  were  carried  to  fuch  a  height,  ftanding 
that  the  latter,  refufing  to  obey  the  former,  required  that  ^<?^wf^» 
the  ai-my  might  be  divided,  that  each  of  them  might  com-  ^^^J^^g^ 
mand  a  feparate  body,  and  a£t  independently  of  one  an- 
other,  it  being  reafonable  that  they  fliould  both  have  their 
(hare  in  the  glory  of  conquering  Italy,  and  reuniting  it  to 
the  empire.    This  demand  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  Belifa- 
rius,  who  apprehending  that  the  feparating  of  the  army 
might  prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  emperor's  fervicc,  al- 
leged many  reafons  againfl:  it ;  but  finding  Narfes  obftinate,  . 
he  produced  the  emperor's  letter,  wherein  Juftinian  de- 
clared, that  ,he  had  not  fent  Narfes  into  Italy  to  command 
the  army,  but  to  ferve  under  Belifarius,  and,  with  the  reft 
of  the  officers,  to  obey  and  execute  his  orders  in  all  things 
relating  to  his  fervice,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate.    Narfes, 
laying  hold  of  the  laft  words  of  the  letter,  endeavoured  to  " 
prove,  that  what  Belifarius  propofed  was  repugnant  to  the 
good  of  the  ftate,  and  confequently  that  he  was  not  ob- 
liged to  obey  his  orders. 

This  auimofity  between  the  two  generals  caufed  fuch  a 
divifion  in  the  army,  that  Belifarius  having  undertaken  the 
fiege  of  Urbinum,  John,  with  feveral  of  the  chief  oflGcers,. 
and  great  part  of  the  forces,  encamped  at  a  diftan^e  from 
him,  and  before  he  began  to  batter  the  place,  withdrew 
with  Narfes  in  the  night,  and  returned  to  Rimini.     How- 
ever, Belifarius,  thinting  he  could  reduce  the  place  with-  ^^^fi*^'"* 
out  them,  prepared  for  an  aflault ;  but  as  he  was  marching  ^"y^^^  /*  ' 
up  to  the  walls,  the  befieged,  to  the  great  furprize  of  the 
Romans,  defired  to  capitulate,  and,'  upon  promife  of  in- 
demnity, Opened  their  gates,  and  fubmitted.     This  unex- 
pefted  fubmiflion  was  owing  to  their  want  of  water ;  for 
the  only  fountain  the  Goths  had  in  the  city  fuddenly  failed, 
which  unforefeen  accident  obliged  them  to  accede  to  the 
beft  terms  they  could  obtain.      Narfes,  who  lay  idle  at- 
Rimini,  greatly  furprifed  at  this  fudden  fuccefs,  and  confi- 
deriiig  the  reduftion  of  the  place  as  a  refledlion'upon  him- 
felf  (Tor  he  had  been  perfuaded  by  John,   that  it  was  im- 
pregnable), in  order  to  redeem  his  reputation,  difpatched 
John,  with  part  of  the  forces  that  had  followed  him,  againft 
the  city  of  Cxfena ;  but  the  garrifon  making  a  vigorous 
refiftance,  John,  retiring  from  before  it  in  the  night,'  fur- 
prifed Forum  Cornelii,  now  Imola,  and  by  degrees  reduced  and  Narftf 
all  -ZEmilia,  the  Goths,  difpirited  with.fo  many  loffes,  not  reduces 
daring  to  venture  an  engagement.     From  Urbinum  Belifa-  ^«w/a« 
rius  marched  to  Urbiventum,   at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
Rome.     As  the  place  was  well  fortified^  and  defended  by  » 
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numerous  garrifotii  under  tbe  command  of  Albilas,  an 
officer  of  great  reputation  among  the  Goths,  Belifarius, 
after  fevcral  unfuccefsful  attacks,  turned  the  fiege  into  a 
blockade,  with  a  dcfign  to  reduce  it  by  famine .;  which  he 
did  accordingly,  after  the  befieged  had  for  fome  time  fed 
upon  grafs,  and  (kins  foaked  in  water.  And  now  the  fea- 
fon  being  far  advanced,  both  Belifarius  and  Narfes  retired 
with  their  refpeftive  corps  to  winter-quarters  °*. 

During  this  time  Milan  was  clofely  befieged  by  the  Goths 
and  Burgundians.  Mundilas,  who  commanded  in  the 
town,  acquainted  Belifarius  with. the  deplorable  condition 
to  which  the  city  was  reduced,  who  ordered  Martinus  and 
Uliaris  to  march  with  a  confiderable  body  to  their  relief; 
but  thefe  two  generals,  advancing  as  far  as  the  Po,  en- 
camped on  the  banks  of  that  river,  and,  though  earneftly 
folicited  by  their  diftrefled  friends  to  haften  to  their  affift- 
ance,  continued  there,  excufing  themfelves  to  Belifarius, 
and  pretending  that  the  Goths  and  Burgundians  in  Liguria 
being  too  ftrong  for  them,  they  could  not  proceed  farther, 
till  they  were  joined  by  more  forces.  Upon  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  Belifarius  ordered  John  and  Juftin  to  join  them 
with  all  expedition ;  an  order  which  they  refufed  to  obey, 
till  they  received  the  like  from  Narfes  ;  to  whom  Belifarius 
immediately  wrote  on  that  fubjeft,  defiring  that  the  public 
might  not  fufFer  by  their  private  contention.  Naifes,  con- 
vinced of  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  remonftrance,  wrote  to 
John,  commanding  him  to  obey  the  general's  orders ;  but 
during  thefe  delays,  the  Romans  in  Milan  being  reduced 
by  famine  tp  the  laft  extremity,  Mundilas  was  forqed  by  his 
own  men  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  Goths,  who 
promifed  that  the  garrifon  (hould  retire  unmolefted. 

Thus  was  Milan  furrendered  to  the  enemy,  who,  io 
breach  of  the  articles  agreed  on,  made  Mundilas  and  the  gar- 
rifon prifoners  of  war,  demolifhed  the  city,  put  all  to  the 
fword  who  were  able  to  bear  arms,  to  the  number  of  three 
hundred  thoufand,  and,  making  the  women  fl^es,  bcftowcd 
them  as  a  reward  on  the  Burgundians. .  Reparatus,  a  prefeS, 
and  an  officer  of  great  diflinftion,  was  cut  in  pieces,  and 
his  mangled  body  thrown  to  the  dogs.  Bergantinus,  with 
a  few  more,  efcaped ;  and,  paffing  through  Venetia  and 
Dalmatia,  brought  the  melancholy  news  of  this  difafterto 
the  emperor  at  Conftantinople.  Martinus  and  Uliaris  re- 
turned with  (hame  and  difgrace  to  Rome,  while  the  Goths, 
encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  purfued  their  good  fortune,  and 
reduced  all  Liguria.     Belifarius  acquainted  the   emperor 


">  Procop.  lib.  ii.  cap«  13,  14. 


vith 


O^ragoihs  in  Italyl  4qj 

With  what  hadpafled,  who,  afcribing  the  lofsoE  Milan  to 
tlie  difagreemeht  between  hini  arid  Narfes,  recalled  the  lat- 
ter, and  confirmed  the  former  in  the  fupreme  command, 
■which  he  had  conferred  upon  him  in  the  beginning  of  the 
war  ".  The  recalling  of  iNarfes  was  a  great  difappointment 
to  Vitiges,  who  had  promifed  himfelf  many  advantages  from 
the  difagreement  of  the  generals  ;  but  finding  his  hopes  de- 
feated, and  concluding,  from  the  preparations  Belifarius 
was  making  during  the  winter,  that  he  intended  to  march 
againft  him  early  in  the  fpring  with  all  his  forces,  and  be- 
fiege  him  in  Ravenna  itfelf,  he  was  greatly  perplexed  what 
meafures  he  fhould  take  to  avert  the  impending  ftorm,  or 
to  whom  he  (hould  recur  for  affiftance.  He  knew  there 
"Was  no  depending  upon  the  Franks,  by  whom  he  had  beea 
lately  deceived,  and  who,  he  was  convinced,  would,  undqr 
fome  pretence  or  other,  elude  the  moft  folemn  treaties  and 
engagements.  .       ' 

He  therefore  had  recourfe  to  Vacis,  or  Varis,  king  of  the 
Lombards,  whom  he  endeavoured  to  intereft  in  his  behalf 
•with  the  offer  of  a  large  fum;  but  finding  him  unalterably 
fleady  to  the  alliance  he  had  lately  concluded  with  the  em- 
peror, he  was  advifed  to  fend  ambaffadors  to  Chofrhoes, 
king  of  Perfia,  to  perfuade  that  prince  to  invade  the  Roman 
territories.     Such  an  enemy  would  have  made  a  powerful 
diverfion,  and  obliged  the  emperor  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts 
of  extending  his  dominions  in  the  Weft,  fince  the  fecurity 
and  defence  of  the  eaftern  provinces  were  of  far  greater  con- 
fequence  both  to   his   intereft  and   reputation.     Vitiges,  Vitiges 
pleafed  with  this  advice,  found  two  JLigurian  priefts,  who  '^gages 
undertook  and  performed  the  journey  to  the  Perfian  court,  ^^f^hoes 
They  even  perfuaded  Cofrhoes  to  declare  war  againft  the  ^*       , 
empire,  by  remonftrating  that,  if  he  continued  inaftive,  and 
fufFered  the  Goths  to  be  deftroyed,  and  Italy  reunited  to 
the  empire,  thd  Romans,  by  that  acceflion,  would  recover 
their  ancient  power,  which  they  would  not  fail  to  employ      , 
againft  him,  being  ftill  excited  by  the  fame  ambition  which 
had  proved  fo  fatal  to  his  prcdecefTors.     Vitiges  was  over- 
joyed when,  upon  the  return  of  the  envoys,  he  underftood 
that  Cofrhoes  was  refolved  upon  a  rupture. 

However,  he  received  no  great  advantage  from  it ;  for, 
*  though  it  put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  emperor's  arms 
in  Italy,  and  obliged  him  to  recall  Belifarius,  this  did  not 
happen  till  the  unhappy  Vitiges  was  taken  prifoner,  and  al- 
moft  all  Italy  brought  under  fubjeftion  to  the  emperor :  for 
Belifariu3,  purfuing  the  war  with  great  vigour  while  Vitiges 
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was  negotiating  with  the  Perfian  court,  fat  down  witti  clc' 
ven  thoufand  men  before  Auximum,  the  metropolis  of  Pi. 
cenum,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  a  ftrong  detachment^  vJi- 
der  the  command  of  Cyprian,  one  of  his  lieutenants,  to 
reduce  Fsefulx.  The  conqueft  of  thefe  places  '^*ould  have 
opened  a  paffage  to  Ravenna,  whither  he  intended  to  follow 
Vitiges,  who  Tiad  retired  to  that  city  from  tlimini.  As 
Auximum  was  ftrong  by  its  fituation  on  a  high  and  fteep 
hill,  and  defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon,  it  made  a  vi- 

?;orous  defence  ;  but  Belifarius  allowing  the  bcfieg^d  no  re- 
pite,  they  were,  after  fomc  time,  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs, 
that  they  difpatchcd  meflengers  to  Vitiges,  threatening  to 
furrcnder,  ynlefs  they  were  fpcedily  relieved  :  upon  which 
the  king  difpatched  Uraia,  with  a  ftrong  body  of  Goths,  to 
their  affiftance,  afluring  them  that,  in  a  fliort  time,  he  him- 
felf  would  follow  with  his  whole  army.  Uraia,  having 
paired  the  Po,  advanced  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Auxi- 
mum i  but,  finding  all  the  avenues  to  the  city  ftrongly  fe- 
cured,  be  encamped  at  the  dlftance  of  fevea  miles  from  the 
Romans. 

In  the  mean  time  the  treacherous  Franks,  thinking  both 
nations  fuflSciently  weakened  by  their  mutual  hoftilities,  re- 
folved  to  attack  both,  and  decide  the  quarrel,  by  feizing  on 
the  country  for  which  they  difputed.  Accordingly  Theo- 
debert,  unmindful  of  the  oaths  he  had  taken  both  to  the 
Romans  and  Goths,  pafled  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  a  hun- 
-dred  and  fifty  thoufand  men,  and  entered  Liguria.  As  no 
hoftilities  were  committed  by  them  on  their  march  through 
that  country,  the  Goths  concluded  that  they  were  coming 
to  their  afliftance,  and  therefore  fupplied  them  with  all  the 
provifions  they  could  fpare.  Thus  they  pafled  the  Po  with- 
out oppofition,  and,  having  fecurcd  the  bridge,  marched 
immediately  to  the  place  where  a  body  of  Goths  w^ere  en- 
camped, who,  treating  them  as  friends,  admitted  them  into 
their  intrench ments:  but  they  were  foon  convinced  of  their 
miftake  \  for  the  Franks,  falling  upon  them  by  furprizc, 
drove  them  with  great  flaughter  from  their  camp,  and  feized 
on  their  baggage  and  proviGons.  A  body  of  Romans,  that 
lay  at  a  fmall  diftanee  from  the  Goths,  under  the  command 
of  John  and  Martinus,  obferving  the  fudden  flight  of  the  • 
Goths,  and  concluding  that  they  had  been  defeated  by  Be- 
lifarius,  flew  to  join  him,  when  the  Franks,  falling  fud- 
denly  upon  them,  defeated  them,  as  they  had  done  the 
Goths.  As  the  Romans  were  not  able,  in  that  confufion, 
to  recover  their  camp,  they  fled  into  Tufcany,  and  difpatch- 
ed a  meflenger  to  Rellfarius  with  an  account  of  their  mif- 
fortune.  '  The  Franks,  thus  become  mafters  of  both  camps, 
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feund  In  tfaem  a  great  quantity  of  provifions,  anda  cofiG* 
^erable  booty ;  but  the  providons  being  foon  confumed  by 
tbcir  numerous  army,  and  the  country  round  entirely  ex- 
haufted,  they  were  forced,  by  the  famine  that  began  to  ragit 
among  thesiy  and  the  difeafes  that  were  occafioned  by  their 
iinwholefome  food,  to  refign  all  thoughts  of  advancing  far- 
ther into  the  country,  or  making  any  conquefts  in  Italy, 
At  the  fa«ne  time  Belifarius^  fearing  the  Franks  might  aC 
lafl  be  perfuaded  by  the  Goths  to  join  them,  wrote  to  Theo^ 
•debert,  expoftulating  with  him  in  a  friendly  manner  for  his 
breach  of  faith,  and  telling  him,  that  the  emperor's  affairs    . 
were  not  in  fuch  a  defperate  condition,  as  to  render  him 
incapable  of  refenting,  in  due  time,  infults  of  this  nature. 
Tfaeodebert,  moved  with  this  letter,  but  more  with  the  op*  They  r^. 
probrious  language  of  his  men,  who  openly  reviled  him  2"!^^**^ a 
for  fuffering  them  to  ftarve  in  a  barren  and  impoverifhed  ^^^/«;  ^ 
country,,  decamped  with  thofe  who  were  able  to  march ; 
and  paffing  through  Liguria,  where  he  deftroyed  Genoa,  and 
ieveral  other  places,  returned  home  loaded  with  booty  ®. 

All  this  time  the  two  garrifons  of  Auximum  and  Fefulae  Auximum 
lield  out  with  incredible  refolution.     The  former,  being  re-  ^^{'^■f  **' 
duced  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  refolved once  more  to  foli-  '^a-^^^    - 
cit  the  king  for  relief  5  but  not  being  able  to  fend  any  mef-    ^     ^' 
fengef  out  of  the  town,  which  was  clofcly  invefted  on  all 
iides,  they  corrupted  with  a  large  fum  a  foldier  in  the  Ro« 
man  army,  who  was  placed  near  the  walls,  to  prevent  the  " 
inhabitants  from  cutting  the  grafs  that  grew  there,  the  only 
food,  they  now  had,  to  carry  a  letter  to  the  king,  wherein 
they  acquainted  him  with   the  condition  to  which  they 
nxrere  reduced.     The  king  replied,  tiiat,  without  faiU  they 
ihould  be  relieved  in  a  few  days;  and,  with  foothing  words, 
'encouraged  them  to  bear  only  a  little  while  longer  their 
faardihips,  which  henxightcall  his  own,  fince  he  felt  them 
no  kfs  than  they.    The  befieged  were  fo  encouraged  with 
this  anfwer,  that  they  reje£led  all  the  offers  made  by  Beli- 
farius  :  but  finding  the  king  did  not  come  to  their  relief, 
they  difpatched  the  fame  foldier  to  him  a  fecond  time,  ac- 
-quainting  him,  that  unlefs  they  were  relieved  in  five  days, 
they  {hould  be  obliged  to  furrender.     The  king  replied  te 
he  had  done  before,  giving  them  hopes  of  fpeedy  affiftance. 
Belifarius  in  the  mean  time,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  mifcry  to  which  they  were  reduced,  in  order  to  difcover 
what  encouraged  them  to  defend  themfelves  with  fo  much 
4>biUnacy,  appointed  fome  of  his  men  to  watch  thofe,  who 
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came  out  of  the  town  to  gather  grafs,  and  to  take,  if  pof« 
fible,  foine  of  them  prifoners.    They  had  the  good  fortune 
to  furprife  one,  who,  being  brought  before  the  general, 
confeffed,  that,  by  means  of  one  of  his  men»  they  had  cor- 
refponded  with  the  king,'  who  had  afTured  them^  that  they 
fiiould  be  fpeedily  relieved.    In  confequence  of  this  Inibr- 
mation  the  foldief}  named  Barcenfiris,  by  nation  a  Beffian, 
v^as  feized,  and,  upon  confefling  the  fack,  delivered  up  to 
be  puniibed  by  his  countrymen,  who  condemned  him  to  be 
burnt  alive.   Belifarius,  finding  them  flill  obftinate,  marched 
in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  aftrong  detachment,  to  demolifh 
an  aquedu£t,  which  was  near  the  walls,  and  fupplied  them 
with  water.    The  befieged,  fallying  out  to  defend  it,  though 
quite  fpent  with  famine  and  hardfhips,  made  great  havock 
of  his  troops ;  but  were,   after  a   moft  obftinate  difpute, 
driven  back  into  the  city.     On  this  occafion  Belifarius  was 
in  imminent  danger  of  his  life ;  but  one  of  his  guards  faved 
him  with  the  lofs  of  his  own  hand.     After  all,  the  Ro- 
mans found  the  aquedu£l  fo  ftrongly  built,  that  they  coaM 
*     not  by  any  means  deilroy  it ;  but  Belifarius  caufed  all  the 
fprings  to  be  poifoned,  hoping,  by  this  infamous  meafure, 
to  oblige  them  to  furrender  p. 
TafuU  The  garrifon  in  Faefulae  held  out  againft  Cyprian  with  no 

furrenderst  Icfs  obftinacy  ;  but  in  the  end,  defpairing  of  relief,  furren- 
dered  upon  terms.    Cyprian,  leaving  part  of  his  army  in  the 
town,  with  the  reft  brought  the  inhabitants  before  Auxi- 
mum,    where  Belifarius  exhibited   them   to  the  befieged, 
who,  concluding  from  the  furrender  of  that  place,  that  the 
king  was  incapable  of  relieving  them,  defired  to  capitulate, 
offering  to  deliver  up  the  town,  on  condition  they  might  en- 
joy their  lives  and  efFefts.     This  demand  the  general  was 
inclined  to  grant ;  but  the  foldiers  oppofed  it,  declaring,  that 
the  wealth  of  the  city  was  the  due  reward  of  their  wounds, 
and  the  many  toils  and  dangers  they  had  undergone  in  the 
aft<i  at  lafl  fiege.     At  length  it  was  agreed  on  both  fides,  that  the 
Auxtmum.   foi^jj^rs  fhould  have  one  half,  and  that  the  other  fhould  be 
fecured  to  the  inhabitants,  who  were  to  take  an  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  emperor.     Upon  thefe  terms  the  gates  were 
opened  to  the  Romans,  who  took  pofieflion  of  the  city  in 
the  emperor's  name  ^. 
Ravenna        Belifarius  did    not  continue   long  at  Auximum;   but 
biftegtdby   marched  from  thence  with  his  whole  army  to  Ravenn^ 
Belifartus.   ^j^j^j^  j^^  inverted  on  all  fides,  both  by  fea  and  land,  to  pre- 
vent the  importation  of  provifions.    The  place  was  defended 
by  a  very  numerous  garrifon,  commanded  by  the  king  iq 
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perfon,  who  exerted  ail  his  courage  and  flcill  in  the  defence 
of  the  metropoh's  of  his  kingdom  ;  but  Belifarius  purfuing  ' 

tbe  (iege  with  incredible  vigour,  and  great  fuccefs,  the  kings 
of  the  Franks,  efpecially  Theodebcrt,  alarmed  at  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  emperor's  arms,  and  not  doubting  but,  if  Italy 
were  united  again  to  the  empire,  he  would  fall  next  upon 
them,  offered  to  aiSft  Vitiges  with  an  army  of  five  hundred 
thoufand  men,  on  condition  he  would  fliare  the  country 
with  them.  Belifarius,  informed  of  this  negociation,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  ambitious  views  of  the  Franks,  fent  am- 
bafTadors  to  Vitiges,  to  remind  him  of  the  perfidy  of  the 
Franks,  of  which  he  had  feen  a  very  frefli  inftance,  and  to 
aifure  him,  that  the  emperor,  on  whom  he  might  depend^ 
was.ready  to  grant  him  very  honourable  terms.  The  king, 
by  the  advice  of  the  great  men  about  him,  rejefted  the  prp- 
pofals  of  the  Franks,  and  appeared  inclinable  to  come  to 
an  agreement  with  the  emperor.  In  the  mean  time  Belifa- 
rius, to  bring  the  king  to  his  own  terms,  bribed  a  citizen  of 
Ravenna  to  fet  fire  to  a  magazine  of  corn,  which  was  the 
chief-  dependence  of  the  t)eficged.  This  was  done  with 
fuch  fecrecy,  that  they  knew  not  whether  they  ought  to  im- 
pute it  to  chance,  or  to  defign.  They  began  to  diftruft  each 
other,  and  fome  to  conclude,  that  Heaven  itfelf  fought 
againft  them.  At  the  fame  time  Belifarius  detached  Tho- 
mas with  a  body  of  troops  againft  the  Goths  inhabiting  the 
Alpes  Cottiae,  who,  at  his  approach,  fubmitted,  with  Sifigis 
their  leader.  Of  this  circumftance  Uraia  receiving  intelli- 
gence while  on  his  march  to  the  relief  of  Ravenna  with  four 
thoufand  men,  he  changed  his  refolution,  and  went  to  at- 
tack Thomas,  hoping  to  furprife  him  ;  but  John  and  Mar- 
tinus,  who  lay  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  fufpefl- 
ing  his  defign,  marched  againft  him,  and  obliged  him  to 
retire  into  Liguria,  where  he  continued,  expeSing  better 
fortune. 

Vitiges,  upon  his  rejefting  the  offers  of  the  Franks,  had 
difpatched  ambafiadors  to  Conftantinople,   to  conclude  a 
peace  with  the  emperor  upon  the  beft  terms  they  could  ob- 
tain.    On  their  return  with  two  fenators,  Dominicus  and 
Maximinusi  fentbyjuftinian  to  conclude  a  peace  upon  the 
following  terms;  that  the  country  bevond  the  Po,  with  Ttrmpro^ 
rcfpeft  to  Rome,  (hould  remain  to  the  Goths ;  but  that  the  P^f^^ky  ^^ 
reft  of  Italy  fhould  be  ceded  to  the  emperor ;  and  the  royal  **/*'"*'*• 
treafure  of  the  Goths  (hould  be. equally  divided  between 
him  and  the  king.     Thefe  conditions  Vitiges  and  the  Goths 
embraced  with  much  joy ;  for  they  were  already  reduced 
to  great  mifery :  but  Belifarius,  incenfed  that  he  (hould  be  BtUfarius 
thus  bereft  of  the  glory  of  ending  the  war,  and  carrying  ^r^^^^jj^ 
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Vitigcs  jcaptivc  to  Conftantinople,  peremptorily  refufed  to 
fign  the  treaty,  and  purfued  the  fiege  with  more  vigour 
th;in  ever,  without  regarding  the  complaints  of  his.  officers 
and  foldiers,  who  were  quite  exhaufted  with  the  length 
agid  hardfliips  of  the  fervice :  he  only  obliged  fuch  of  the 
officers,  as  were  of  opinion  that  the  town  could  not  be 
taken,  to  exprefs  what  they  faid  in  writing,  that  they  might 
not  deny  it  afterwards. 

The  great  men  among  the  Goths,  finding  that   Beliia- 

rii^s  refufed  to  obey  the  inftruftions  he  had  received  from 

Conftantinople,  and  to  fign  the  treaty,  concluded,  that  he 

defined  to  cevolt  from  the  emperor,  and  conquer  Italy  toe 

liiuhyth  himfclf.     On  the  other  band,  being  weary  of  Vitiges,  and 

Goths  dt-    unwilling  to  fubmit  to  Juftinian,  who,  they  apprehen4ed, 

teror  of^'  ^owld  tranfplant  them  into  Thrace,  or  fome  other  barrea 

tke  Wefi*    '  country,  they  privately  agreed  among  themfelves  to  declare 

Belifarius  emperor  of  the  Weft;  and  accordingly  difpatched 

2k  meflengcr,  afluring  him>  that  they  were  ready  to  fwear 

allegiance  to  him.     Belifarius  abhorred  in  his  h^art  the 

namje  of  traitor  \  but  never thelefs,  to  forward  the  furrender 

of  the  city,  and  fin,iih  the  war,  he  pretended  to  accept  of 

the  offer,  after  having  acquainted  the  chief  officers  of  the 

army  with  al}  that  pafied,  left  they  ibould  imagine,  that  he 

really  defigned  to  ufurp  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

In  the  mean  time  Vitiges,  having  difcovered  the  plot,  and 

finding  bimfelf  not  in  a  condition  to  defeat  it,  commended 

the  refolution  of  the  Goths,  and  even  wrote  to  Belifarius, 

enqoujraging  him  to  afTuroc  the  title  of  king,  afifuring  him 

q£  his  affiftance.     Belifarius  preffing  the  Goths  to  perform 

their  promife,  ambaffadors  were  difpatched  from  the  chief 

men  of  the  Gothic  nation,  requiring  him,  before  they  ac- 

Hnowleged  him  for  their  king,  to  fwear,  that  he  would 

treat  the  Goths  with  humanity,  and  niaintain  them  in  the 

Yr.  of  Fl.  enjoyment  of  all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges.    This 

A  P    '  ^  oath  Belifarius  took,  and  was  thereupon  proclaimed  king 

'  of  Italy,  and  admitted  into  Rayenna.     He  behaved  with 

He  is  ad-     great  moderaxion  towards  the  Goths  in  the  city,  not  fuffer- 

mittedinto   ing  his  foldicfs  to  do  them,  the  leaft  injury;  but  feized  on 

Ravenna,    the  royal   treafure,  and  fecured  the  perfon  of  the  king. 

The  Roman  arniy,  when  it  entered  Ravenna,  appeared  fo 

inconfiderable,  that  the  Gothic  women  could  not  forbear 

fpitting  in  their  hu{banids  faces,  ajad  reviling  tbem  as  cov-> 

ards.  *".     • 

ffejsn-         In  the  mCfin  time  Cofrhoes  invtading  the  Roman  domi* 

^^^ifd  by     ruonsin.thc  £aft  witU  a  powerful  ^rmy,.  Juft-mian  fentfot 


Ju/iinian^ 
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Belifariusto  take  upon  him  the  management  of  the  Perfian 
war,  which  he  thought  of  much  m<tre  cOnfequence  than 
.the  other.  It  was  believed  that  the  jealoufy,  which» 
at  the  inftigation-  of  the  court  fycophants,  the  emperor  be- 
gan to  entertain  of  Belifarius,  induced  him  to  recall  this  ge- 
neral. Procopius  t¥rit€ij,  that  he  was  accufed  to  the  em- 
peror by  the  other  generals  of  afpiring  to  the  fovereignty  of 
Italy  i  that  the  emperor  gave  no  credit  to  fuch  calumnies^ 
but  nevertbelefs  recalled  him,  becaufe  he  wanted  a  general 
of  his  abilities  to  conduit  the  Periian  war.  Be  that  as  ifi 
may,'Belifarius,  in  compliance  with  the  eniperor's  orders, 
begao  to  prepare  for  his  departure,  to  the  great  furprize  o£ 
the  Goths,  who  couM  not  perfuade  themfelves^  that,  to 
obey  th<e  emperor,  he  would  relinquifh  a  crown.  They  did 
every  thing  in  tlieir  -power  to  dircrt  him  from  bis  refolu- 
tion  and  intended  journey,  but  to  no  purpofe;  for  Belifa^  H4r£turmg 
rius,  inviplably  attached  to  the  fervice  of  his  mafter,  hav-  to  Confii 
ing  fettled  affairs  in  Italy,  fet  out  for  Conftantinoplc^  carry-  ^'^w>pU 
ingwith  himVitiges,  and  his  wife  Matefuenta,  feveral  of  1^^^^'^ 
the  Gothic  nobility,  and  the  royal  treafure.  He  was  re-  thtmai 
ceived  by  the  emperor  without  the  leaft  tokens  of  diftruft^  tre^ifure* 
who  nevertbelefs  did  not  ordain  him  a  triumph^  as  he  had 
done  on  his  return  from,  the  conqueft  of  Africa.  The- em- 
peror treated  Vitiges  with  all  the  refpeil  due  to  hi«  rank^ 
and  conferred  on  him  the  dignity  o£  patrician.  The  king 
died  two  years  after,,  and,  upon'  bis  death,  JujQ:inIa» 
igaarried  Matefuenta  to  GermaBus,  his  own  nephew.  The 
other  great  men  among  the  Goths,  whom  Belifaxhis  brought 
wth  him  to  Conftantinople,  attended  that  general  to  the 
Perfian  war.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  emperor  caufed 
the  royal  treafure  of  the  Goths  to  be  expofed  to  the  view  o£ 
the  fenaie ;,  but  would  not  ftiew  it  as  he  had  done  that  whiclii 
Selifarius  had  brouglit  from  Africa,  ta  the  people,,  fearing  * 
perhaps  to  heighten  his  general's  reputaluon  aa&oog  the 
multitude,  by  whom  he  was  already  almoft  adored  ^ 

Upon  the  depart u<^  of  Belifarius*  the  chi^f  men  among 
the  Goths  dwelling  beyond  the  Po,  in  a  great  afienxbly,  «&< 
folved  to  raife.onc  of  their  own  nation  to  the  throne.  Ac-  . 
cordingly,  they  applied  firft  to  Uraia,  the  nephew  of  Vi* 
tjgtf s  'y  but  he,  out  of  refpe£b  to  his  uncle,  declined  the  bur- 
den 'y  but  at  the  fame  time  advifed  them  to  make  choice  o£ 
Ildebald,  at  that  time  governoi?  of  Venma,  a  nnm  of  grea4i 
addrefs  and  experience  in  affairs  both  civil  and  militasy^ 
and  nephew  to  Tkeudis  king  ojF  the  Vifigpths^  who,  in  a^         - 

s  Procop.  lib.  ill.  cap.  i.    Jorn«  de  Reb*  Gtt,  p.  95.    Marcell.  ad 
Ann.  540. 
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JldeMJ  likelihood,  would  efpoufc  his  caufe.  The  Goths,  pleafed 
€kt/£mki9g*  with  the  advice  of  Uraia,  fent  immediately  for  Ildebald, 
and  proclaimed  him  king.  The  new  prince  undertook,  and 
not  without  fuccefs,  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  Gothic 
affairs  in  Italy.  He  bad  at  firft  no  more  than  a  tboufand 
men ;  but  the  Goths  flocking  to  him  from  all  parts,  and 
with  them  great  numbers  of  difcontented  Romans,  his  army 
in  a  fliort  time  amounted  to  a  very  confiderahle  body.  The 
Romans  were  incenfed  at  the  condu£k  of  Alexander,  who, 
from  his  clipping  the  coin,  was  nicknamed  Forficula.  He 
bad  been  fent  into  Italy  by  the  emperor  to  ftate  the  accounts 
of  the  army  ;  in  which  ofBce  he  enraged  both  the  foldiers 
and  officers  to  hich  a  degree,  that  they  became  very  ill 
aflfefled  to  the  fervice,  and  great  numbers  of  them,  finding 
themfelves  defrauded,  not  only  of  the  rewards  they  ex« 
peded,  but  even  of  the  pay  that  was  due  to  them,  aban- 
doned the  emperor's  fervice,  and  went  over  to  the  Goths. 
Beiides,  BefTas,  John,  and  Conftantianus,  whom  Belifa- 
rins  had  appointed  to  command  the  troops  in  Italy,  di{> 
agreeing  among  themfelves,  nothing  of  any  moment  was 
undertaken. 

However,  Vitalis,  governor  of  Venetia,  having  colfe&ed 
fome  forces,  and  taken  into  the  emperor's  pay  a  confider- 
abie  body  of  HeruH,  took  the  field,  and  marching  againft 
Btf^mma   Ildebald,  n>et   him  in  the  neighbourhood  of  TerviHum, 
^3oiy        where,  in  the  battle  that  enfued,  mod  of  Vitalises  men  were 
•*^  /^#      cot  in  pieces,  and  he,  with  the  few  that  efcaped,  obliged 
^'*"^"'*      to  fave  him'felf  by  a  precipitate  flight.     After  this  viftory  Il- 
debald fubdued  the  whole  province  of  Venetia  ;  but  he  did 
not  live  long  enough  to  improve  his  viftory  farther;  for  a 
conteft  arifing  between  his  queen  and  the  wife  of  Uraia, 
the  king,  giving  ear  to  the  complaints  of  his  wife,  firft  ac- 
cufed  Uraia  of  maintaining  a  private  correfpondence  with 
Wetaufo     *^c  emperor,  and  afterwards,  with  the  utmoft  treache^ 
UrsumuU  and  ingratitude,  caufed  him  to  be  murdered.    As  by  the 
v'^'^'pi    ™"''^^'"  °^  ^^  worthy  a  man  he  incurred  the  difpleafure  of 
^  %%        *^^  whole  nation,  one  of  his  guards,  named  Vilas,  a  Ge- 
A.  D.  541.  P^^>  whom  he  had  ofl^ended,  refolved  to  feizj  this  oppor- 

tunity  to  revenge  the  injury.     Accordingly,  while  the  king 

m^^ismur-  was  one  day  entertaining  the  nobility,  Vilas  gave  himfuch 
drridhim'  a  blow  on  the  neck  with  his  fword,  that  his  bead  dropped 
^^'  on  the  table  while  he  held  the  meat  between  his  fingers  ^ 

Eraric  Ildebald  being  thus  difpatched,  the  leading  men  among 

ih/inimg.  the  Goths  immediately  chofe  Eraric,  a  Rugian,  to  fucceed 
him.     The  Rugians  were  a  Gothic  nation  ;  but  their  tribe 

*  Procop.  lib.  ii.  cap.  30. 
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difFered  in  manners  and  cuftoms  from  the  Oftrogotbs ; 
whence  the  people  and  foldiery  were  with  difficulty  brought 
to  acknowlege  him  for  king,  though  they  knew  him  to  be 
a  man  of  great  valour  and  experience.  Iii  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  with  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  Gothsy 
he  difpatched  ambafTadors  to  the  emperor,  to  fue,  as  he  pre- 
tended, for  a  peace,  upon  the  iame  terms  that  had  been 
formerly  offered  to  Vitiges ;  namely,  that  the  Goths  (houid 
retain  all  the  provinces  beyond  the  Po,  and  the  Romans  * 
poiTefs  the  reft  of  Italy :  but  the  ambafladors  had  private  in-> 
itru£^ions  to  acquaint  the  emperor,  that  Eraric  was  ready 
to  deliver  up  Italy  to  him,  upon  condition  be  would  pay  a 
certain  fum,  and  raife  bim  to  the  dignity  of  a  patrician  "• 
This  private  negociation  was  not  known  till  after  the  king's 
death.  However,  the  Goths,  generally  difcontented  with 
the  government  of  their  new  king,  refolved  to  depofe  him, 
and  raife  another  to  the  throne.  They  call  their  eyes  on 
Totila,  nephew  to  Udebald,  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  merit, 
who  had  eminently  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  war.  He  com- 
manded at  that  time  the  Goths  in  Tervifium;  and,  iipoa 
intelligence  of  his  uncle's  death,  had  fent  to  Conftantianus, 
governor  for  the  emperor  in  Ravenna,  offering,  upon  aflfur- 
ance  of  indemnity,  to  deliver  up  both  the  place  and  the 
garrifon.  Conflantianus  accepted  the  offer,  and  having 
promifed  upon  oath  to  perform  the  articles,  a  day  was  ap« 
pointed  for  the  furrender  of  the  place ;  but  in  the  mean 
time  a  meffenger  from  the  chief  men  among  the  Goths  ar- 
riving at  Tervifium,  acquainted  Totila  with  the  defign  they  ; 
had  formed  of  depofing  Eraric,  and  railing  him  to  the 
throne.  Totila  frankly  difcovered  to  them  the  agreement 
he  had  made  with  Conflantianus ;  but  told  them  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  was  willing  to  accept  of  their  offer,  pro- 
vided they  difpatched  Eraric  before  the  day  appointed  for 
the  furrender  of  the  place.  Upon  the  return  of  the  mef-  m  h  mur- 
fenger  the  Goths  fell  immediately  upon  Eraric,  and  having  d^ed,  and 
murdered  him  after  a  fliort  reign  of  five  months,  with  one  ^^^^^  /'"«' 
voice  declared  Totila  king  ^  -  Jt'^'^ 

The  emperor,  inforined  of  the  death  of  Eraric,  of  the  Vr.  "of  Fl. 
promotion  of  Totila,  and  of  the  dtflra£l:ed  flate  of  affairs       2890. 
in  Italy,  feverely  reprimanded  his  officers,  who^ commanded  A,  D.  54s. 
in  that  country,  afcribing  the  whole  to  their  indolence  and 

bad  condud);.    Upon   this  rebuke  they  aflembled  in  Ra-  ^/^,  *' »^ 

,.*  ,.  it     r  \.       n         Mans  mani 

venna,  where  it  was  agreed  in  a  council  of  war,  that  liege  ^n  attempt 

ihould  be  laid  to  Verona,  at  that  time  the  chief  city  of  the  upon  Vt* 

Goths  s  and,  upon  the  reduAion  of  that  place,  the  whole  ^^^  \ 

«  Procop,  lib.  iii,  capt  2«  w  Xdeaii  lib.  ii*  cap.  3, 
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army  (hould  march  againft  Totila,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
a  fmall  body  in  Ficenum.  Purfuant  to  this  plan,  the  army^ 
confiding  of  about  twelve  thoufand  men,  marched  under 
the  command  of  eleven  generals*  of  whom  Conilantianus 
and  Alexander  were  the  chief;  and,  arriving  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Verona,  encamped  within  feven  miles  of  the 
city.  Marcianus,  a  man  of  great  intereft  in  the  country, 
and  .well  affected  to  the  emperor's  fervice,  had  engaged  a 
citizen  of  Verona  to  betray  the  place,  A  centinel,  privy 
to  the  plot,  was  to  open  one  of  the  gates  in  the  night,  and 
admit  a  party  of  Romans,  who  were  to  fecure  the  gate, 
till  the  reft  of  the  army  arrived.  This  was  a  dangero\is 
undertaking  ;  for  there  was  a  (Irong  garrifon  in  the  town, 
and  the  fafety  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  fent  on  the  pany, 
depended  entirely  on  the  fidelity  of  the  centineL  Tbe 
ftrvice  was,  therefore,  to  the  great  difgraceof  the  Roman 
]iame,  declined  by  all  the  Romans,  but  with  great  joy 
imdertaken  by  Artabanes  an  Armenian,  who,  advancing  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  men,  was  admitted  within  the 
Ac  gate,  which  he  fecured  with  fome  of  his  party,  while 
others  killed,  the  centinels  on  the  walls,  and  made  them- 
ielves  mafters  of  tbe  adjoining  houfes.  Artabanes  imme« 
diattely  acquainted  the  generals  with  his  fuccefs,  requiring 
them  to  forward  the  march  of  the  army ;  but  the  com- 
manders, having  advanced  within  five  miles  of  the  place, 
ordered  the  army  to  halt,  till  they  had  fettled  among  tbem- 
ieives  in  what  manner  the  plunder  of  fo  wealthy  a  city 
was  to  be  divided.  This  obje£t  occafioned  great  difputes ; 
io  that  the  night  was  fpent  before  they  could  agree. 
hui  art  In  the  mean  time  the  Goths^  who,  hearing  that  the  Ro- 

J'ju^point'  mans  were  mafters  of  one  gate,  had  eOcaped  at  another, 
'*'*  aad  retired  to  a  high  rock  not  far   from  the  city,  difcover- 

ing  from  that  eminence  the  fmall  number  of  Romans  in 
the  town,  and  the  army  ftill  at  a  diftance,  returned  into 
the  city  by  the  fame  gate  through  which  they  had  retired^ 
and,  attacking  the  Romans,  forced  them  to  abandon  the 
gate,  and  fly  to  the  battlements,  where  they  defended 
themfelves  with  unparalleled  val^^ur.  By  this  time  the 
commanders,  having^  agreed  about  the  plunder  of  the  city, 
approached  the  gates  \  but,  finding  them  (hut,  they  (hame- 
fully  retired,  though  their  companions,  opprefied  with 
numbers,  earneftly  called  out,  for  alliftance.  Artabanes 
therefore,  and  fuch  of  his  men  as  were  ftill  alive,  feeing 
themielves  thus  bafely  abandoned,  and  defyairing  of  fuc- 
cour,.  Isaped  down  from  tbe  walls.  Tht>fe  who  fell  on  the 
ftones  were  either  killed,  or  rendered  incapable  of  faving 
theaifchre«  by  flight  f  but  Artabases>  with   a  few  more, 

having 
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having  the  good  fortune  to  fall  upon  the  ground,  got  fafe  • 
to  the  camp,where  he  upbraided  the  commanders  with  their 
ill  conduft,  and  want  of  courage.  The  Romans,  after  this 
difappointment,  having  paffed  the  Po,  marched  to  Faventia, 
now  Faenza,  where  they  were  met  by  Totila  at  the  head 
of  his  fmall  army,  confiding  only  of  five  thoufand  men. 
The  Roman  generals  having  called  a  council  of  war,  Ar- 
tabanes  advifed  them  not  to  defpife  the  enemy,  though 
far  inferior  to  them  in  number,  but  to  fall  upon  them 
before  the  whole  body  had  pafled  the  river  Lamone,  on 
which  the  town  of  Faventia  ftands.  But  the  commanders 
difagreeing  among  themfelves,  as  it  generally  happens 
when  they  are  equal  in  power,  Totila  pafled  the  river 
without  oppofition;  fo  that  the  two  armies  approached 
each  other  in  order  of  battle. 

While  they  flood  thus  drawn  up,  waiting  the   fignal,  Ajingk 
Valiaris,    a  Goth  of  a  gigantic  fize,  and   proportionable  comb^it 
ftrength,  advancing  before  the  ranks,  challenged  any  Roman 
to  fingle  combat.     Artabanes  accepted  the  challenge,  and, 
at  the  firft  encounter,  ran  him  through  the  right  fide  with 
his  lance  i  but,  imagining,  as  the  Goth  did  not  fell  im- 
mediately, that  the  wound  was  not  mortal,  he  gave  him  a 
fecond  wound  in  the  belly,  when  the  head  0?  Valiaris's 
lance,  which  flood  upright,  falling  upon  Artabanes's  neck, 
unfortunately  cut  one  of  the  arteries.     The  brave  cham-  ntdt^k 
pion,  however,  not  apprehending  any  danger,  rode  back  to  «/  An^* 
the  army ;  but,  as  the  blood  could  not  be  flopped,  he  died  *^*»fc 
three  days  after,  to  ,the  great  grief  of  all  the  emperor's 
true  friends,  who,  from  his  experience,  courage,  and  pru- 
dence, promifed  themfelves  great  fuccefs.     He  had  ferved 
firft  with  high  reputation  in  the  Perfian  army ;  but,  being 
taken  prifoner  by  Belifarius  in  the  caftle  of  Sifaurium,  with 
all  the  Perfians   under  his  command,  and  fent  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  he  offered  his  fervice  to  the  emperor,  who  fent 
him,  with  the  Perfians  he  had  formerly  commanded,  to  his 
army  in  Italy,  where  he  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  an  eminent 
manner.     The  fingle  combat  was  fucceeded  by  a  general 
engagement,    in   which    the  Romans,  confiding  in  their 
numbers,  behaved  at  firft  with  great  bravery.     But  three  rhe  Rt^ 
hundred  Goths,  who  had  been  ordered  by  Totila  to  pafs  »»«»'  4lr^ 
the  river  at  fome  diftance,  unexpededly  aiiaulting  the  rear,  J^^^^^ 
purfuant  to  their  orders,  they  began  to  give  ground,  on  all 
fides.     Hereupon  Totila  charging  them  in  front  with  frefli 
vigour,  they  firft  fell  into  great  confufion,  and  then  betook 
themfelves  to  a  precipitate  flight.  The  Goths  purfued  them 
with  great  flaughter,  took  a  great. number   of  prifoners, 
and  all  their  erifigns>  and  obliged  the  few^  who  had  the 

good 
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good  fortune  to  efcape,  to  take  refugei  with  their  oonv* 
manders,  in  the  neighbouring  towns  '• 

Tocila,   in  order  to  improve  this  viflory,  marched  to 
Florence,  and  invefted  that  city ;  but  a  confiderable  army 
being  fent  from  Ravenna  to  the  relief  of  tlie  place,  he  raifed 
the  fiege,  and  retired  to  Micole,  a  town  about  a  day's  jour- 
ney from  Florence.     The  Romans,  leaving  a  fmall  garrifon 
in  the  town,  purfued  them  with  the  reft  of  their  forces; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  one.  of  the  commanders,  marching 
with  all  poffible  expedition,  fhould  keep  them  In  play  till 
the  others  came  up.    The  lot  fell  upon  John  ;  but  unfea- 
fonable  difputes  aridng  among  the  commanders,  and  a  re- 
port being  fpread  that  John  was  killed  by  one  of  his  owii 
men,  the  army  halted ;  and  in  the  mean  time  John  being 
forced  to  engage  the  enemy  with  his  own  troops  only,  he 
TA#i?»-       was  totally  debated.     When  intelligence  of  this  defeat  was 
mtansii'-     brought  to  the  army,  feized  with  a  fudden  panic,  they  all 
foateJ         difpcrted,  every  ohe  (hifting  for  himfelf.   Totila  treated  the 
^^^*        prifoners  he  took  in  this  and  the  former  engagement  with 
fo  much  humanity,  that,  moft  of  them  entering  into  his 
fervice,  his  army  was  confiderabljr  increafed  7. 
Yr.  of  FU      In  the  following  year,  the  eighth  of  the  Gothic  war, 
S891.      Totila,  taking  the  field  early  in  the  fpring,  reduced  all  the 
A«  D.  543.  ftrong  places  in  Tufcany.      Marching  from  thence  into 
Campania  and  Samnium,  he  difmantled  the  ftrong  town  of 
^^^!^r^  Benevcntum,  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  Naples;  during 
§ihtrpr9-^    which  feveral  detachments  from  his  army  took  Cumse,  and 
^nciSt  rt*  recovered  all  Brutia,  Lucania,  Apulia,  and  Calabria,  where 
iroeredby  ^jjey  found  confiderable  fums,  which  had  been  collefted  for 
the  emperor.     The  Goths  having  feized  on  the  tributes, 
and  the  money  that  had  been  levied  to  pay  the  army,  the 
emperor's  troops  were  reduced  to  great  diftrefs,  began  to 
mutiny,  and  refufed  to  take  the  field ;  fo  that  Conftantianu3 
lay  idle  at  Ravenna,  John  at  Rome,  Befl'as  at  Spoletum, 
Juftin  at  Florence,  and  Cyprian  at  Perugia,  the  places  to 
which  they  had  fled  after  the  late  defeat.     The  emperor, 
informed  of  the  bad  fituation  of  his  a£Fairs  in  Italy,  ordered 
a  confiderable  fleet  to  be  equipped,  and  a  great  number  of 
forces  to  be  raifed,  committing  both  to  the  condud  of 
Maximinus,  whom  he  honoured  with  the  title  of  prefcSus 
prsetorio  of  Italy  ;  but  as  he  was  a  man  entirely  unacquainted 
with  military  aiFairs,  naturally  timorous  and  indolent,  Juf- 
.  tinian  appointed  Demetrius  to  command  under  him,  who 
had  formerly  ferved  under  Belifariiis  as  general  of  the  in- 
fantry.    Demetrius,  in  order  to  retrieve  the  reputation  of 
the  Roman  arms  in  Italy,  refolved  to  attempt  the  relief  of 
'  Frocop.  lib.  iiu  cap.  9.  x  Idem,  ibid*  cap.  io« 
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Naples,  already  reduced  to  extremity.  With  this  view, 
leaving  Maximihus  on  the  coafts  of  Epirus^  he  failed  with 
part  of  the  fleet  to  Sicily :  as  he  had  but  a  fmall  number  of 
forces  with  him,  he  aflembled  a  great  many  veffels,  with  a 
defign  to  terrify  the  enemy,  who  would  conclude,  that  fo 
confiderablc  a  fleet  had  a  proportionable  army  on  board  ; 
but  his  heart  failing  him  after  he  had  put  to  fea,  inftead  of 
failing*  direftly  to  Naples,  he  fleered  his  courfe  to  Rome, 
in  order  to  raife  foldiers.  The  Romans  refufing  to  fervc 
againft  the  viftorious  king  of  the  Goths,  he  was  obliged 
cither  to  lie  idle,  or  to  attempt  the  relief  of  Naples  with 
the  few  troops  he  had  under  his  command. 

He  chofe  the  latter  expedient ;  but  Totila  receiving  timely 
inotice  of  his  defign,  manned  with  incredible  expedition  a  ^^  ^^ 
great    number  of  light  veflels,    which,    fuddenly  falling  tnansJt- 
upon  him  as  he  was  riding  at  anchor  on  the  coaft  of  Naples,  feated 
took  or  funk  every  (hip  of  his  fleet,  and  made  all  on  board  fyfi^ 
prifoners,  except  a  few  who  efcaped  in  their  boats,  among 
whom  was  Demetrius  himfelf.    The  befieged  being  greatly 
difpirited  by  this  lofs,  Conon,  who  commanded  in  Naples, 
difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Maximinus,  acquainting  him  with    ' 
the  deplorable  condition  to  which  the  city  was  reducedy 
and  earneftly  prefling  him  to  march  to  their  relief.     Maxi- 
minus was  already  advanced  as  far  as  Syracufe  ;  but  could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  ftir  from  thence  for  fome  timq.     At 
length,  being  threatened  with  the  emperor's  difpleafure, 
importuned  by  repeated  meflages  from  the  befieged,  and 
openly  reviled  for  cowardice  by  the  foldiers,  he  fent  the  fleet 
to  Naples  under  the  command  of  others ;  but  indulging  his 
natural  timidity  remained  himfelf  behind.    As  the  fleet  put 
to  fea  in  the  depth  of  winter,  it  was  driven  afhore  by  a  vio-  Amahet 
lent  ftorm,  near  the  enemy's  camp,  who  funk  the  fhips,  Rommm 
and  without  refiftance  made  a  horrid  flaughter  of  the  kz^  fleet  de^ 
men  and  foldiers.   Few  efcaped  being  either  taken  or  killed.  ■^'"2>*^ 
Among  the  prifoners  was  Demetrius,  who,  after  the  lofs  of 
his  own  fleet,  had  gone  aboard  that  of  Maximinus.    Totila 
ordered  him  to  be  led,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  to  the 
town  wall,  and  there  obliged  him  to  exhort  the  inhabitants 
to  furrender,  by  aflTuring  them,  that  they  were  to  expeft 
no  farther  fuccours,  and  that  all  hopes  of  belief  were  loft 
with  the  navy. 

At  the  fame  time  Totila  oflered  them  honourable  terms,  ifa^es 
upon  condition  they  would  fubmit ;  an  offer  which  they  fumndeni 
embraced  immediately,  and  were  treated  by  him  with  the 
utmoft  humanity.     As  they  had  been  pinched  with  a  long 
famine,  Totila,  apprehending  they  might  endanger  their 
lives  by  indulging  at  firil  their  ravenous  appetites,  placed 
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guards  at  the  gates  to  prevent  their  going  out,  taking  care 
at  the  fame  time  to  fupply  them  fparingly  with  provifions, 
but  increafing  their  allowance  every  day.  Being  thus,  by 
degrees,  reftored  to  their  former  ftrength,  he  ordered  the 
gates  to  be  fet  open,  and  gave  every  one  liberty  to  ftay,  or 
retire  at  his  pleafure.  He  treated  Conon,  and  the  garrifon, 
in  a  moft  friendly  and  condefcending  manner  :  for  upon 
their  pretending  to  return  to  Conftantinople,  he  fupplied 
them  with  (hips  ;  and  having  difcovered  that  their  real  de- 
fign  was  to  fail  to  Rome,  and  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  that 
city,  which  he  intended  in  the  next  place  to  befiege,  he 
was  fo  far  from  punifliing  them  as  they  cxpetSed,  or  evea 
upbraiding  them  for  impofing  upon  him,  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  winds  not  proving  favourable  for  a  long  time,  he 
furnifhed  them  with  horfes,  waggons,  and  provifions,  and 
ordered  a  body  of  Goths  to.efcort  them  to  Rome.  He  dif- 
mantled  Naples,  as  he  had  done  Beneventum,  unwilling  to 
weaken  his  army  by  garrifoning  too  many  fortrefles  which 
they  had  reduced  *. 
Totifa  '  Totila,  now  mafter  of  Naples,  and  moft  of  the  fortrefles 

mtrifes  ta  in  thofe  parts,  began  to  turn  his  thoughts  upon  Rome.  la 
tke  R9man  j^g  firft  place,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  fenate,  whom  he 
-^•^*  earneftly  wiflied  to  draw  over  to  his  party,  ta;cing  them  in 
gentle  terms  with  the  ingratitude  they  had  (hewn  to  the 
family  and  nation  of  the  great  Theodoric  and  Amalafuntha. 
He  advifed  and  intreated  them  to  return  to  their  duty;  put 
them  in  mind  of  the  treatinent  they  had  met  with  from  the 
emperor  and  his  officers ;  and  concluded  by  affiiring  both 
them  and  the  people  of  his  favour  and  prote£tion,  provided 
they  returned  to  their  allegiance.  John,  who  commanded 
in  Rome,  would  not  fuffer  the  fenate  to  anfwer  this,  or  re- 
ceive more  letters  from  Totila,  who  neverthelefs  found 
means  to  convey  other  papers  into  the  city,  which  were 
polled  up  by  night  in  the  moft  frequented  places.  The 
Arian  pricfts  were  fufpe£ted  of  holding  a  private  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Goths  and  their  king,  who  profefTed  the 
fame  doiSlrine,  and  on  that  account  were  bani(hed  Rome. 
Totila,  finding  his  letters  and  manifeftoes  had  no  ^^^Gt  on 
the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  refolved  to  purfue  other 
methods ;  and  accordingly  having  fcnt  a  detachment  into 
Calabria  to  reduce  Otranto,  which  had  not  yet  fubmitted, 
he  marched,  with  the  reft  of  his  forces,  againft  the  towns 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  The,city  of  Tibur,  now 
Tivoli,  about  eighteen  miles  from  the  capital,  was.  betrayed 
by  one  of  the  inhabitants ;  and,  upon  his  entering  it,  he 
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put  all  the  citizens  to  the  fw-ord,  together  with  their  blfhop; 
Several  other  forts  in  that  neighbourhood  he  took  by  ftorm  j 
fo  that  Rome  was,  in  a  manner,  blocked  up  by  land-,  all 
communication  with  the  neighbouring  country  beingcut  ofF. 

The  eiliperor,  chagrined  at  the  bad  news  he  received  Belifarmi 
daily  from  Italy,  and  unwilling  to  lofe  Rome,  which  was  y>»/ is^/jii 
now  in  imminent  danger  of  falling  again  into  the  enemy's  ^*^^  i^ialj. 
hands,  refoived  to  call  Belifarius  out  of  Perfia,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuccefs  that  attended  him,  and  fend  him  again 
into  Italy.     Accordingly  he  wrote  to  that  general,  ordering 
him  to  repair  immediately  to  Italy,  and  take  upon  him  the 
command  of  his  -armies  in  that  country,      Belifarius  no 
fooner  received  this  order  than,  leaving  Coraagen^,  where 
he  then  was,  he  departed  for  the  Weft.    In  his  way  through 
Thrace,  he  raifed  above  four  thoufand  men  at  his  own  ex- 
pence  ;  and  arriving  at  Salonae,  he  difpatched  Vitalius,  ge- 
neral of  lllyricum,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  the  relief  of 
Otranto  ;  at  whofe  approachthe  Goths  retired  ;  fo  that  the 
tow^n  was  reinforced  with  frefli  fupplies  both  of  men  and 
provifions.     Belifarius  himfelf  embarked  in  Dalmatia,  and 
came  by  fea  to  Ravenna,  whence  he  fent  feveral  parties 
againft  the  cities  of  Emilia ;  biit  without  fuccefs,  though 
they  defeated  a  fmall  body  of  troops  difpatched  by  Totila 
to  drive  theni  out  of  that  province.     After  this  attempt, 
they  threw  themfelves  into  Auximum,  then  befieged  by  the 
Goths  'j  but  finding  there  were  not  fufEcient  provifions  in 
the  place  to  maintain  fo  numerous  a  garrifon,  they  refoived 
to  fally  out,  and  march  toPifaurus,  now  Pefaro,  which  (lood 
at  a  fmall  diftance,  and  was  ftill  poffeiTed  by  the  Romans. 
In  their  retreat,  two  hundred  were  flain  by  the  befiegers  ; 
but  the  reft  reached  Pifaurus,  whither  Totila  purfufed  them, 
hoping  to  take  the  place  by  ftorm  ;  but  being  rcpulfed  by 
the  garrifon,  he  returned  to  the  fiege  of  Auximum.     At  Auxlmam^ 
the  fame  time,  finding  that  Belifarius  was  not  in  a  condition  F'^mumt 
to  take  the  field,  he  fent  out  detachments  to  befiege  Fir-  ^^^^{'Z\ 
mum  and  Afculum,  two  places  of  great  importance  in  the    "J'lnf  tht^ 
province  of  Picenum.  GQihs*,     i 

Belifarius,  chiefly  concerned  for  Rome,  appointed  Befias 
governor  of  that  city,  and  appointed  Artafi.ris,  a  Perfian,  and 
Barbatioh,  a  Thracian,  men  of  valour,  and  great  experience, 
to  command  under  Beflas»  ftriftly  enjoining  them  to  make 
ho  fallics,  in  cafe  the  town  (hould  be  befieged.  Being  him- 
felf unable  to  relieve  the  befieged  towns,  or  put  a  flop  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  Goths,  he  difpatched  John  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  with  a  letter  to  the  emperor,  wherein  he  acquainted  . 
him  with  the  fituation  of  his  aflTairs  in  Italy,  telling  him  at 
the  fame  time  thatj  hiing  deftitute  of  men,  armS;  and  mo- 
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ney»  it  was  Impoffible  for  him  to  profecute  the  war.  Jof- 
tinian,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  ordered  new  levies 
to  be  made,  the  veterans  being  all  employed  againft  tbe 
^ome  hi'  Perfians.  In  the  mean  time  Totila,  purfuing  his  good  for- 
"fef/!!^  tune,  took  feveral  cities  of  great  confequence,  fuch  as  Fir- 
mum,  Afculum,  Auximum,  and  Spoletum  ;  and  at  length 
approached  Rome,  which  he  invefted  on  all  fides.  As  be 
drew  near  the  city,  Artafiris  and  Barbation,  contrary  to  tbe 
exprefs  command  of  Belifarius,  made  a  fally,  thinking  tbey 
Ihould  furprife  the  Goths;  but  they  were  themfclves  drawn 
into  an  ambufcade,  and,  moft  of  their  men  being  cut  ia 
pieces,  they  narrowly  efcaped  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
The  town  had  not  been  long  bcfieged  when  Belifariuswas 
informed,  that  a  confiderable  number  of  troops,  fentbytbe 
emperor,  were  in  full  march  to  join  him.  In  confequence 
of  this  intelligence,  committing  the  care  of  Ravenna  to 
Jullin,  he  marched  with  a  fmall  body  of  forces  to  Epidam- 
nus,  where  he  met  them.  Soon  after,  Narfes  the  eunucb 
arrived  with  fome  auxiliary  troops  raifed  among  the  Heruli, 
and  commanded  by  Philimuth,  and  other  leaders  of  to 
own  nation.  With  part  of  this,  reinforcement  Belifarius 
failed  to  the  port  of  Rome,  which  he  was  very  defirous ot 
relieving  ;  and  fent  the  reft,  under  the  command  of  Jobii) 
into  Calabria,  with  orders  to  drive  the  Goths  out  of  tbofe 
parts,  and  the;i  join  him  in  tbe  neighbourhood  of  RoffiC' 
John  took  fome  places;  but  being  afraid  to  inarch  by  tbe 
city  of  Capua,  or  to  make  any  attempt  upon  it,  though  de- 
fended only  by  three  hundred  Goths,  he  did  not,  purfuaflt 
to  his  orders,  join  Belifarius  at  the  time  appointed'. 
Agrtat  In  the  mean  time  Rome  being  fo  clofely  blocked  up» 

famine  in  that  no  proviGons  could  be  imported  either  by  land  or  wa- 
Romt.  ^gj.^  ^  dreadful  famine  began  to  rage  in  the  city.  The  un- 
happy citizens,  having  confumed  every  thing  that  cou^ 
afford  them  any  nourifliment,  and  even  the  grafs  that  gre* 
near  the  walls,  were  at  length  obliged  to  feed  on  ^^^^^f'' 
crements.  Several  individuals,  to  avoid  the  calamities thej 
groaned  under,  laid  violent  hands  on  themfelves.  Intii; 
extremity,  they  flocked  in  great  multitudes  to  Beffas,  ^be'r 
governor,  earneftly  intreating  him  to  fupply  them  with  100  > 
and,  if  that  was  not  in  his  power,  either  to  allow  thein  0 
go  out  of  the  town,  or  to  deliver  them  from  their  roilenj 
by  putting  them  to  death.  Beffas  replied,  that  to  ml 
them  with  food,  was  impofTible ;  to  let  them  go,  «»!f' 
and  to  kill  them,  impious.     To  raife  their  drooping |P|^^^ 


he  aflured  them,  that  an  army  was  hourly  expefled 
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Cbnftantinople,  which,  under  the  command  of  Beljrariuj?^ 
would  oblige  the  Goths  to  abandon  the  fiege,  and  retire  **. 
Vigiiius,  bifhop  of  Rome,  fent  from  Sicily,  where  he  then 
was,  feveral  (hips  laden  with  corn,  to  relieve  the  city ;  but 
they  were  all  intercepted  by  the  enemy,  who,  after  the  re- 
duftion  of  Naples,  kept  a  great  number  of  veflelsconftantly 
cruifmg  between  Sicily  and  Rome.  In  the  end,  Beflas  fut- 
fcred  fuch  of  the  citizens  as  were  willing  to  retire,  to  leave 
the  city,  upon  their  paying  him  a  fum  of  money;  but  mod 
of  them  either  died  on  the  road,  or,  falling  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  were  cut  in  pieces.  Belifarius,  apprifed  of  the  mi- 
ferable  condition  to  which  the  befieged  were  reduced,  ufed 
all  poflible  means  to  relieve  them  ;  but  fortune,  or  rather 
Providence,  feemcd  to  fight  againft  him  ;  for  his  attempts^  - 
however  well  concerted,  proved  all  unfuccefsful;  a  circum* 
(lance  which  gave  him  fo  much  uneafinefs,  that  he  fell  into 
a  fever,  and  was  thought,  for  fome  time,  to  be  in  great 
danger. 

In  the  mean  time  the  beGeged,  no  longer  able  to  bear  the 
miferies  with  Y^hich  they  were  afflifted,  and  defpairing  of 
relief,  began  to  mutiny,  and  prefs  Beffas  to  come  to  an 
agreement  with  Totila;  which  he  refufing  to  perform,  fouf 
of  the  IfaurianS)  who  guarded  the  Porta  Afinaria,  letting 
themfelves  down  from  the  wail,  by  ropes  faftened  to  the 
battlements,  in  the  night,  while  their  companions  were 
afleep,  went  to  Totila,  and  undertook  to  condufl:  his  army 
into,  the  city.     The  king  with  great  joy  embraced  the  over- 
ture, and  fending  four  Goths  of  great  ftrength,  intrepidity, 
and  refolution,  into  the  city  with  the  Ifaurians,  filently  ap- 
proached th(*  gates  with  his  whole  armyj  which  being  open-  Vr*  o^  Fl. 
cd  by  the  Ifaurians,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  four  Goths   *  *J?^* 
within,  he  entered  the  city  at  the  head  of  his  troops.    Upon     '    '  ^^^* 
the  6rft  alarm  Beflas,  with  the  other  commanders,  and  moft  j^^^^  ^g^ 
of  the  foldiers,  fled  oiit  at  another  gate.     Thofe  who  re-  trayedf 
mained  behind,  took  fan£l:uary  in  the  churches,  whither  the  totila. 
inhabitants  likewife  fled.     Totila,  who  had  kept  his  men 
under  arms  all  night,  and  united  in  a  body,  through  fear 
of  an  ambufcade,  finding  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend^ 
went  early  in  the  morning  to  St.  Peter's  church,  to  return 
thanks  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize.    His  men,  in  their 
progrefs,  killed  twenty-fix  foldiers,  with  aboi^t  fixty  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  and  this  is  all  the  blood  that  was  ihed ;  for 
Pelagius  the  deacon,  throwing  himfelf  at  his  feet  when  he 
entered  the  church,  with  thebookof  the  Gofpels  in  hishand^ 
earnellly  intreated  him  to  ipare  the  inhabitants! 
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He /pares        'f olita,  exafperate<}  againft  the  inhabitants,  rcfufed  at  firft 
thfittha-      to  comply  with  his  demand;  but  wa«  aiterwards  prevailed 
bitants,  but  upon  to  forbid  his  Goths,  under  the  fevered  penalties,  to 
ii**'/'^'      put  any  of  the  citizens  or  foldiers  to  death.     However,  he 
'"'*       ai lowed  them  fuJl  liberty  to  plunder  the  city,  which  they 
dtd  for  feveral  days  together,  ilripping  the  inhabitants  of  aU 
their  wealth,  and:  leaving  nothing  in  their  houfes  but  the 
naked  walls.     Thus  many  perfons  of  great  diftin^^on,  and 
among  the  reft  Rufticiana,  the  widow  of  Boetius,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Symmachus,  a  matron  of  exemplary  piety,  were  re- 
duced to  beg  their  bread  frpm  door  to  door.     In  the  houfe 
of  Beifas  was  found  an  immenfe  treafure,  which  he  bad 
fcandalouily  amaffed  during  the  ficge,  by  felling  to  the  peo- 
ple, at  an  exorbitant  price,  the  corn  that  had  been  ftored 
for  the  ufc  of  the  garrifon.     The  Goths  were  for  putting 
Rufticiana  to  death,  becaufe  (he  had  pelrfuaded,  as  they  pre- 
tended, the  Romans  to  pull  down  the  images,  and  deihoy 
the  ftatues,  of  Thcodoric,  to  revenge,  by  that  means,  the 
death  of  her  father  and  hufband  ;  but  Totila,  taking  her 
and  all  the  women  under  his  proteftion,   fccurcd  them 
againft  the  cruelty  and  infolence  of  the  foldiery  ^.     Thus 
was  Rome  recovered  by  the  Goths,  in  the  year  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  sera  547,  the  twentieth  of  Jufiinian's  re^n,.  and  the 
twelfth  of  the  war. 
He  up-  Totila,  now  mafter  of  the  capital  of  Italy,  fcnt  for  the 

braids  the  ^fenate;  and,  putting  them  in  mind  of  the  favours  they  had 
^«a/<r,  but  jpeceived  from  the  Goths,  and  the  fevere  treatment  they  had 
$hem[  experienced  from  the  emperor  and  his  officers,  he  bhteriy 
reproached  them  for  behaving  fo  ungratefully  to  their  be- 
nefaftors,  and,  in  a  tranfport  of  paffion,  threatened  to  make 
them  all  fiaves;  but  his  anger  foon  fubiiding,  he  pardoned 
them  at  the  interceffion  of  Pelagius,  and  difmifled  them  un- 
hurt. He  afterwards  difpatched*  Pelagius  and  Tbeodorus, 
a  Roman  orator,  as  his  ambaflfadors  to  Juftinian,  with  let- 
ters full  of  rcfpeft,  in  which  he  defired  to  live  in  peace  and 
amity  with  him,  as  Theodoric  had  done  with  Anaftafius, 
promifing,  in  that  cafe,  to  refpeft  him  as^his  father,  and 
to  aflift  him,  when  wanted,  with  all  his  forces,  againft  any 
other  nation  whatfocver.  Gn  the  contrary,  if  the  emperor 
reje£led'his  bfFers,  he  threatened  to  level  Rome  with  the 
ground,  to  put  the  whole  fenate  to  the  fword,  and  carry  the 
war  into  Illyricum*  The  emperor  returned  no  other  an- 
fwer  than  that  he  referred  the  whole  to  Belifarius,  who 
had  full  power  to  manage  all  things  of  that  nature  at  dit 
cretion.    Totila^  provoked  at. this  anfwer,.andat.the  defeat 
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of  a  body  of  troops  which  he  had  fent  to  open  a  paflage  into 
JLucania,  refolved  to  demohOi  Rome,  fo  as  not  to  leave  one 
ilone  upon  another.  Accordingly  he  began  with  the  walls, 
of  which  he  threw  down  a  third  part,  and  wzTs  ready  to  fet 
fire  to  the  moft  ftately  and  beautiful  buildings  of  the  city, 
vrben  he  received  a  letter  froni  Belifarius,  diffuading  him 
from  the  refolucion  he  had  taken,  fielifarius  laid  great 
ilrefs  on  the  grandeur  and  majefty  of  that  ancient  city,  which 
being  raifed  to  fuch  a  height  of  fame  and  greatnefs  by  the 
induftry  and  valour  of  fo  many  celebrated  and  eminent  men, 
pofterity  would  behold  him,  who  deftroyed  it,  as  an  enemy 
to  mankind,  fince  he  deprived  them  of  fo  many  monuments 
of  the  worth  and  merit  of  their  anccftors.  He  added,  that 
if  the  Goths  fhould  prove  vidorious,  he  would  never  for- 
give himfelf  for  deftroying  not  only  the  moft  beautiful  city 
in  his  dominions,  but  even  the  moft  beautiful  and  magnifi- 
cent in  the  world.  On  the  other  hand  if,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  fortune  ihonld  happen  to  abandon  him,  he  would,  by 
preferving  fo  favoured  a  city,  highly  oblige  the  conqueror, 
Mfho  would  not  fail  to  make  him  a  fuitable  return;  whereas, 
by  demolifliing  it,  he  would  preclude  hinifclf  from  all  favour. 

Totila  having  ferioufly  confidcred  the  contents  of\his  HeisJi' 
letter,  and  .weighed  with  attention  the  arguments  alleged  'otrud  ty 
by  Belifarius,  refolved  to  follow  his  advice  ;  and  abandon-  ^^^(/^'"^ 
ing  all  thoughts  of  deftroying  Rome,  he  marched  with  ^^^  fireviw  tAi 
army  intoLucania.     He  carried  the  fenate  with  him;  and  cifyi  but 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  with  their  wives  and  children,  carrhs 
lie  fent,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  into  Lucania  before  hino,  •"'^'^*«» 
not  leaving  a  fingle  inhabitant  in  Rome.     Arriving  in  Lu-  x  /.'JJJ' 
cania  he  reduced  all  that  country,  and  then  marched  with 
liis  army  towards  Ravenna ''^     Upon  his  departure  John 
feized  on  Tarentum,  which   he  fortified  with  a  ditch  cut 
through  the  ifthmus.     The  city  of  Spoletum  »was  likewife 
recovered  by  the  Romans,  being  betrayed  by  Martianus,  a 
Roman  foldier,  who  pretended  tg  be  a  deferter.    Belifarius    . 
bad  continued  all  this  time  at  Fortus,  about  ten  miles  from 
Rome ;  but  being  informed  nhat  Totila  had  dire&ed  his 
inarch  towards  Ravenna,  and  being  very  defirous  of  reco- 
vering once  more  the  capital  of  Italy,  he  led  his  fmall  army 
thither.     Finding  the  city  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  and  a  Remin* 
third  part  of  the  walls  levelled  with  the  ground,  he  under-  gained  and 
took  the  repeopling  of  the  place,  and  began  to  repair  the^'*'^^*'^ 
walls.  He  cleared  the  ditch  round  the  citv,  which  had  been     *  {/'''''*'• 
ftlled  up  by  Totila  -,  and  for  the  prcfent  contented  himfelf 
lyitb  beaping  huge  ftones  one  upon  another,  in  the  many 
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bre acbes  that  were  made  in  the  wall-    The  whole  work 
being  finifhed  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  days,  and  the  city 
fuppTied  with  plenty  of  provifions,  which  Belifarius  took 
care  to  have  imported  by  water,  the  ancient  inhabitants, 
who  had  been  difperfed  up  and  down  Italy,  returned  in  great 
numbers,  and  were  kindly  received  by  Belifarius,  who  re- 
ftored  to  every  one  his  own  boufe  and  poffefiions,  and  pro* 
mifed  an  immunity  from  taxes  to  fuch  as  were  willing  to 
refide  in  the  place. 
Totila  rg.        Upon  this  intelligence  Totila  haftened  back  to  Rome, 
turns  a-       not  doubting  but  at  his  approach  Belifarius  would  abandon 
g^infi  it  I     the  place  and  return  to  Portus,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified  ; 
but  finding,  contrary  to  his  expe£kation,  that  the   Roman 
general  was  determined  not  to  quit  the  city,  but  to  defend 
it  to  the  laft  extremity,  he  encamped  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
and  early  next  morning  advanced  in  order  of  battle,  and 
began  the  attack  with  incredible  fury.     The  Romans,  ani* 
but  is  vi      mated  by  the  example  of  their  general,  defended  themfelves 
goroujfy  re-  with  no  lefs  valour  and  intrepidity  ;  fo  that  the  battle  laftcd 
fitifedby      from  morning  to  night,  when  the  Goths,  who  had  loft  a 
^tiijariuf.   great  number  of  men,  returned  to  their  camp.   The  afTault 
was  renewed  the  three .  following  days ;  but  Totila,  being 
conftantly  repulfed  with  great  lofs,  abandoned  the  enter- 
prize,  and  retired  to  Tibur,  where  be  continued  fometime, 
leaving  Belifarius  at  leifure  to  complete  ^rthe  fortifications 
of  Rome ;  which  he  did  accordingly,  and  once  more  fent 
the  keys  of  the  city  to  the  emperor.     But  the  Croths,  who 
had  hitherto  extolled  their  king,  and,  equaling  him  to  the 
greateft  heroes  of  antiquity,  had  accounted  themfelves  happy 
in  the  choice,  began  to  complain  loudly  of  his  condud,  and, 
with  great  liberty,  to  ccnfure  him  for  not  having  either  en-? 
tirely  demolifhed  Rome,  or  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  it,  to 
prevent  its  falling  again  into  the  eneiny's  hands.  The  whole 
army  grew  fo  difcontented,  that  when  he  prepared  to  march 
,    to  the  fiege  of  Perugia,  they  betrayed  a  great  reluftancy  to 
follow  him,  till,  in  a  concerted  fpeech,  he  made  an  ap<v 
logy  for  bis  late  conduft,  afcnbing  his  ill  fuccefs,  not  to 
any  want  of  forefight  or  negle&  on  his  fide,  but  to  the  in- 
conftancy  of  fortune,  which  in  all  human  afiairs,  but  more 
cfpecially  in  matters  of  war,  bears  a  chief  fway.     Haying 
thus  regained  the  efteem  and  afieclion  of  his  foldiers,  he 
left  Tibur,  and  marching  with  his  whole  army  to  Perugia, 
inverted  that  city. 

Upon  his  departure,  John,  who  had  continued  in  that 
diftrift,  being  mafter  of  Otranto,  marched  into  Campania, 
and  fet  at  liberty  the  Roman  fenators  and  their  wives»  after 
haying  routed  a  ftrong  party  pf  Goths  who  had  been  left  by 
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Totila  to  guard  tliem.     Totila,  in  order  to  be  revenged  on 
John,  fifing  from  before  Perugia,  penetrated  by  mountains* 
and  bye- ways  into  Apulia,  where  he  then  was  ;  but  falling  Joknpvt 
unadvifedly  upon  him  in  the  night,  the  Romans,  by  favour  ^ofli^^^  h 
of  the  darknefs,  efcaped,  with  the  lofs  of  no  more  than  a  "^^^^* 
hundred  men,  and  got  fafe  into  Tarento.  This  was  a  great 
overfight  in  Totila ;  for,  as  his  army  was  ten  times  their 
number,  had  he  waited  with  patience  till  day-light,  he 
might  have  furrounded,  and  cut  them  ofF  to  a  man.     In 
the  mean  tithe  Belifarius,  having  received  a  fupply  of  twelve 
hundred  men  from  Conftantinople,  failed  with  them  for 
Sicily,  being  informed  that  Totila  defigned  to  pafs  over  into 
that  ifland,  >vhich  was  then  quite  unguarded;  but  Totila,  who  be- 
inftead  of  making  any  attempt  upon  Sicily,  inveftedRufciana,  -W'-f  ^*« 
a  city  of  great  ftrength  in  Calabria^  with  his  whole  army.  ^    fdana* 

Belifarius,  informed  of  this  enterprize,  leaving  Sicily, 
failed  to  Otranto,  where  he  received  a  fecond  fupply  from 
Conftantinople  of  two  thoufand  foot,  under  the  command 
oiF  Valerian.  He  then  ordered  John  to  join  him  with  the 
body  he  commanded  5  and  having  aflembled  a  great  num- 
ber of  tranfports,  he  failed  for  Rufciana,  with  a  defign  to 
jelieve  that  place  ;  but  finding  the  Goths  drawn  up  on  the 
fliore,  and  ready  to  receive  himi  he  abandoned  the  enter- 
prize, and  returned  to  Rome,  fending  John  and  Valerian, 
with  part  of  the  forces,  to  ravage  Picenum,  and,  by  that 
diversion,  oblige  Totila  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Rufciana  ;  but 
the  king  of  the  Goths,  purfuing  the  fiege  with  mofe  vigour 
than  ever,  detached  two  thoufand  horfe  into  Picenum,  who 
being  joined  by  the  Goths  in  that  province,  obliged  theHo- 
ipans  fentby  Belifarius  to  retire.  Mean  while  the  garrifon 
of  Rufciana,  being  reduced  to  great  diftrefs,  and  defpairing 
of  relief,  fubmitted  to  Totila,  who,  notwithilanding  the 
vigorous  refiftance  they  made,  treated  them  with  great  hu- 
rnanity,  receiving  fuch  as  were  willing  to  ferve  under  bim 
into  his  army,  and  fufFering  the  reft  to  retire  unmolefted. 
Only  Chalazar,  who  had  formerly  broken  his  word  to  him, 
he  put  to  death,  after  having  caufed  his  hands  and  privy 
parts  to  be  cut  off*.  / 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  in  Italy,  the  Perfians  b?iving  fi^Mtn'tis 
gained  confiderable  advantages  over  the  Romans,  Juftinian  recalM 
wa^  eafily  perfuadedby  Antonia,  the  wife  of  Belifarius,  to 
recall  her  huft)and,  and  employ  him  once  inp  re  again  ft  that 
nation.  Belifarius  therefore  left  Italy,  having  rather  di- 
minjflied  than  increafed  the  reputation  he  had  gained  by 
yi}$  former  expedition  :  for  during  the  five  years  be  com- 
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manded  againft  Totila,  he  fcarce  performed  any  tiling 
worthy  or  notice,  being,  to  appearance,  in  a  perpetual 
flight,  and  failing  from  one  fea-port  to  another  *.  Upon 
the  departure  of  Belifarius  Totila  returned  before  Perugia, 
•which  he  took  by  ftorm  ;  but,  according  to  his  cuftom,  fpared 
both  the  inhabitants  and  the  garrifon. 

The  Franks,  who  had  long  continued  quiet,  concluding 
the  Goths,  as  well  as  the  Romans,  to  be  greatly  weakened 
by  fuch  a  long  and  deftru£^ive  war,  thought  it  the  proper 
Th€  Franh  time,  by  breaking  into  Italy,  to  feizc,  without  diftin<3ion, 
break  int$    on  the  countries  belonging  to  both.     In  the  very  heginning 
lfa!j9  Qf  ^j^g  ^3j.  ^Q  Oftrogoths,  as  we  have  related  above,  not 

able  to  make  head  at  the  fame  time  againft  the  Romans  and 
the  Franks,  attempted  to  gain  over  the  latter  to  their  party, 
by  giving  up  the  provinces  they  held  in  Gaul.    This  ceffion 
Juftinian  was  fo  far  from  oppofing,  that,  on  the  contrary, 
carefully  avoiding  to  give  the  Franks  the  leaft  pretence  for 
making  war  upon  him,  he  folemnly  confirmed  them  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  countries  the  Goths  had  Surrendered,  re- 
nouncing, in  their  behalf,  all  claims  to  the  faid  countries. 
Thus  the  kings  of  the  Franks,  whom  he  commonly  ftyles 
Germans,  became  maftersof  Marfeilles,  an  ancient  colony 
of  the  Phocaea'ns,  and  of  the  other  maritime  powers,  witQ 
the  fea  itfelf  8.     But  no  favours,  no  grants,  could   make 
the  Franks  forego  their  natural  treachery,  or  adhere  to  their 
engagements,  when  they  had  the  leaft  profpeft  of  advantage 
from  their  afling  contrary  to  thefe  obligations.  The  Oftro- 
goths had  yielded  to  them  the  rich  countries  which  they 
held  in  Gaul ;  Juftinian  had  transferred  the  claim  and  title 
he  had  to  thofe  countries  ;  by  their  treaty  with,  the  Goths 
they  engaged  to  aflift  them  againft  the  Romans  ;  by  their 
treaty  with  the  Romans  they  obliged  themfelves  to  ftand 
neuter  :  and  both  treaties  they  equally  obferved  5  f6r,  think- 
irig  both   nations  greatly  reduced  by  fo  long  a  war,  they 
and  make    embraced  that  opportunity  to  attack  both  ;  accordingly,  en- 
themfelifes  tering  the  province  of  Venetia,  belonging  partly  to  the  Ro- 
f^^fiers  of    ix^ans,  and  partly  to  the  Goths,  they  feized  it  for  themfelves. 
tne  ta.  j^  mean  tiniie  Totila,  having  received  a  reinforcement 

of  fix  thoufand  Lombards,  commanded  by  Ildiges,  one  of 
their  princes,  refolved  to  march  to  Rome,  and  once  more 
.  attempt  the  reduftion  of  that  city.  Belifarius  had  kft 
three  thoufand  chofen  men,  under  the  command  of  Dio- 
'  genes,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  arid  known  valour, 
vi^ho  held  out,  for  a  confiderable  time,  againft  the  repeated 
aflaults  of  the  enemy.    Totila  invefted  the  city  on  all  fides, 
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and,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiege,  made  hinafelf  maftcr  of  Rome  be^ 
Portus ;  fo  that,  all  communication  being  cut  off  both  by  fea  figged  bf 
and  land,  he  hoped_to  reduce  the  garrifon  in  a  fhort  time  ^^^^^^^ 
by  famine.      But  Diogenes    wifely  provided  againft  this 
evil,  by  caufing  corn  to  be  fown  within  the  walls  ;  fo  that 
the   town  would,  in  all  likeliwood,  have  held  out  till  the 
arrival  of  the  promifed  fuccours  from  Conftantinople,  had 
it  not  been  betrayed  a  fecond  time  by  the  Ifaurians.  One  of  Yr.  of  Fl. 
the  gates  was  guarded  by  a  body  of  that  nation,  who,  being      »898. 
tjifcontented  for  want  of  their  pay,  which  they  had   not  __^^^ 
received  for  fome  years,  and  hearing  that  their  country-       .  ^  _    ' 
men,  who  had  formerly  betrayed  the  city,  had  been   pre-  trayed  t9    ' 
ferred  and  enriched  by  the  Goths,  refolved  to  follow  their  himafe^ 
example.     Accordingly,  fome  of  them  having  firft  had  a  (ondtime 
private  conference  with  Totila,  they  opened,  at  the  time   J^r     - 
agreed  on,  the  gate    which   they   guarded,  and  received 
him,   with  his  whole   army,  into  the  city.     As  Totila  had 
caufed  the  trumpets  to  found  at  the  oppofite  gate,  pretend-^ 
ing  to  attack  the  city  on  that  fide,  the  garrifon  flew  thither  j 
fo  that  he  met  with  no  oppofitionf. 

When  the  inhabitants  found  the  town  was  taken,   they 
efcaped  at  the  oppofite  gate  towards  Centumcellse,  the  only 
ftrong  place  held  by  the  Romans  in  that  neighbourhood  ; 
but  great  numbers  of  them,  and  l,ikewife  of  the  foldiers 
who  took  the  fame  route,  were  cut  off  by  the  Goths,  whom  Someoftht 
Totila  had  placed  in  ambufiies  on  the  road,  not  doubting  i»habtiamt9 
but  they   would  fly  that  way.    Diogenes  efcaped  with  a  ^*'  ^'? 
flight  wound ;  but  Paul,  a  Cilician,  whom  Belifarius  had  ^^  r7^fl'^ 
pointed  to  command  under  hkrn,  retired,  with  a  body  of  four 
hundred  horfe  to  Adrian's  tomb,  and  poffefled  himfelf  of 
the  bridge  leading  to  St.  Peter's  church,  now  Ponte  Sant* 
Angelo.     There  they  defended  themfelves  with  incredible 
valour  againft  the  enemy's  whole  army,  till  they  had  no 
provifions  left ;  when  they  refolved  to  fally  out,  and  either 
jcut  themfelves  a  way  through  the  midft  of  the  enemy,  or 
die  in  the  attempt.     Totila  being  informed  of  this  refolu- 
tion,  thought  it  adyifeable  to  offer  them  terms :  accord-i. 
ingly  he  gave  them  to  underftand,  that,  upon  their  deliver- 
Jng  up  their  horfes  and  arms,  and  fwearing  never  to  ferve 
more  againft  the  Goths,  he  was  ready  to  grant  them  leave 
to  return  to  Conftantinople  ;  but  that,  if  they  chofe  rather 
to  remain  in  Italy,  and  ferve  under  him,  they  fhould  have 
all   their  effeds  reftored,  and  be   placed  upon  the   fame  -^^^^^^/^ 
footing  with  the  Goths.     They  chofe  at  firft  to  return  to  rUtHreopi 
Conftantinople ;    but  afterwards,   changing   their   refolu-  n/Ktbem^ 
tion,   they  lifted    among   the    troops  .  of    Totila.     Only  /ii*vn^  in 
Paul,  and  Mindus,  an.  Ifijurian,  begged  leave  to   return  J^^  ?^^J  4 

home  \  "^"**» 
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turn  home ;  which  Totila  not  only  granted,  but  allowed 
them  a  fafc-conduft,  and  money  to  bear  their  charges. 
About  three  hundred  more  of  the  garrifbn,  who  had  taken 
fancluary  in  the  churches,  abandoning  their  afylum,  fub- 
mitted  to  Totila,  upon  his  promifing  to  fpare  their  lives. 

He  was  formerly  determined  upon  deftroying  Rome,  as 

we  have  related  alreadv,  but  diverted  from  it  by  Belifarius. 

Be  rtpairs   Now  he  made  it  his  chief  ftudy  to  embellifli  the  city,  re- 

kd^f^^^      pairing,  at  a  great  expence,  what  he  had  formerly  de'ftroy- 

wurif^de^     ed.     He  recalled  the  fenate,  and  reftored  them   to   their 

^royecU         ancient  rank  and  fplendor,  invited  tha  citizens  to  take  pof- 

feflion   of  their  eftates,  fupplied   the  city  with   plenty  o£ 

t)rovifions,  and,  peopling  it  with  Goths  and  Italians,  ex- 
libited  the  Circenfian  games,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Roman  emperors,  and  prefided  at  them  in  perfon.  This, 
fo  diflPerent  from  his  former  condudt,  was  owing* to  the 
anfwer  given  him  by  the  king  of  the  Franks,  when  he  afked 
liis  daughter  in  marriage;  importing,  that  he  would  not 
difpofe  of  his  daughter  to  any  but  a  king;  and  that  Totila 
ought  Yiot  to  be  elieemed  as  fuch,  fmce  n^  was.  not  able  to 
preferve  the  capital  city,  but  had  been  obliged  to  demoliih 
part  of  it,  and  abandon  the  reft  to  the  enemy  **. 

Totila,  again  mafter  of  Rome,  difpatched  ambafladors 
to  Conftantinople,  with  propofals  for  a  peace,  offering, 
upon  the  emperor's  relinquiftiing  Italy,  to  aflift  him  as  a 
faithful  ally  againft  any  other  nation  whatfoever.  But 
Juftinian  was  fo  far  from  hearkening  to  the  overture,  that 
he  would  not  even  admit  the  envoys  to  his  prefencc. 
Totila,  therefore,  determined  to  purfue  the  war  with  more 
vigour  than  ever.  Having  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  Rome, 
be  marched  with  the  reft  of  his  army  to  Cencumcellac> 
now  Civita  Vecchia,  which  he  inverted  ;  but,  Diogenes 
making  a  vigorous  refiftance,  it  was  agreed  between  him 
and  Totila,  that  he  (hould  acquaint  the  emperor  with  his 
fituation  ;  and  that  if,  by  a  time  fixed,  he  received  no  re-? 
lief,  the  place  fliould  be  delivered  up  :  thirty  hoftages 
were  given.  After  this  agreement,  he  paiTed  with  his 
army  into  Sicily,  and,  in  his  paffage,  made  an  attempt 
upon  Rhegium ;  but  finding  the  place  ftrongly  garrifoned, 
he  left  part  of  the  army  to  block  it  up,  in  order  to  reduce 
it  by  famine ;  and  with  the  reft  crofled  into  Sicily,  after 
H§  fahs  having  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Tarentrnti.  As  he  was 
Vfirtntum^  embarking  his  forces,  he  received  advice,  that  Ariminum 
^in{!'  had  been  betrayed  to  the  Goths  he  had  left  in  Picenum. 
Iskiiy.'^       Having  crofled  the  ftreights,  he  landed  Without  oppofitida 
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at  Mcffina ;  but,  not  being  able  to  reduce  that  city,  he  dc- 
ftroyed  the  neighbouring  country  with  fire  and  fword.  In 
the  mean  time  the  garrifon  of  Rhegium,  being  reduced  to 
the  laft  extremity  for  want  of  provifions,  fubmitted  upon 
terms,  and  delivered  up  the  city  to  the  troops  of  Totila  *. 

Juftinian,  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  Totila  made,  pardoned 

Artabanes,  who  had  lately  confpired  againft  him,  and  fent 

him  into  Sicily,  to  defend  that  ifland  againft  the  Goths. 

At   the  fame  he  named   his  nephew  Germanus   general  Germanut 

againft  the  Goths  in  Italy,  allowing  him  a  large  fum   to  «^/>^'»'^^ 

raife  troops  in  Thrace  and  Illyricum,  whence  he  was  to  S^^^ 

march  into  Italy  with  Philimuth  commander  of  the  Heruli, 

and  John  then  general  of  Illyricum.     As  Germanus  was  a 

man  of    a  generous  temper,   and  greatly  beloved  by  the 

foldiery,  he  foon  raifed  a  very  confiderable  army,  not  only 

the  Romans  but  the  Barbarians  flocking  to  his  ftandard 

from  all  parts.     With  this  army,  the  beft  the  emperor  had 

ever  fent  into  Italy,  he  hoped  to  add  to  the    reputation 

which  he  had  lately  acquired  againft  the  Vandals  in  Africa, 

the  glory  of  driving  the  Goths  out  of  Italy,  and  uniting 

that  country  to  the  empire.     This,  he  thought,  he  might 

the  more  eafily  accomplifh,  as  he  married  Matafuntha,  the 

daughter  of  Amalafuntha,  and  grand-daughter  of  Theo- 

doric,  who,  he  hoped,  would  draw  great  numbers  of  the 

Goths  over  to  his  party ;  for  he  defigned  to  take  her  with 

him  into  Italy.     The  Goths  were  greatly  difpirited,  when 

they  heard,  that  a  general  of  confummate  experience,  uni- 

vcrfally  beloved  by  the  foldiery,  and  fo  nearly  allied  to 

Theodoric,  whofe  memory  they  adored,  was  to  command 

againft  them.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Romans  began  to 

refume  their  courage;  and  fuch  as  had  been  difperfed  by 

their    frequent    defeats,   aflembling   in  one   body  on  the 

borders  of  Iftria,  waited  his  arrival  in  that  province. 

Germanus,  having  muftered  all  hi^  forces  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sardica,  ordered  them  to  be  ready  within  three 
days  to  march  into  Italy  :  but  Providence  had  otherwife  dif-  . 
pofed  of  aflFairs  ;  for  Germanus  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
a  violent  diftemper,  which,  in  a  few  days,  put  an  end  to 
his  life,  and  all  his  great  defigns.  The  emperor,  upon  the  He  dies* 
news  of  his  death,  which  gave  him  the  utmoft  concern,  or- 
dered Juftin,  the  fon  of  Germanus,  and  John,  who  had 
married  his  daughter,  to.  lead  the  army  into  Italy :  but  as 
winter  approached,  and  they  wanted,  (hips  to  convey  the 
troops  thither  by  fea,  they  marcHed  into  Dalmatia,  and  put 
^em  into  winter-quarters,  taking  up  their  own  in  Salonae  ^* 
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In  the  meanMcne  Totila,  having  dcfolated  great  part  of 
Sicily,  fat  down  with  his  army  before  Syracufe ;  but  Libe*- 
rius,  whom  Juftlnian  bad  fent  with  a  fquadron  toproteft 
tbatcoaft,  having  forced  his  way  into  the  haven,  reinforced 
the  garrifon  with  a  confiderable  fupply  both  of  men  and  pro- 
vifions.  However,  Totila  profecuted  the  fiege  with  great  vi- 
gour^  though  valiantly  oppofed  by  the  Romans  within,  who, 
hearing  that  Artabanes  was  coming  to  their  relief  with  a 
powerful  fleet,  would  liften  to  no  terms. 

But  the  fleet  being  difperfed  on  the  coaft  of  Calabria  by 
a  violent  ftorm,  and  Artabanes  driven  to  the  ifland  of  Mal- 
ta, where,  with  much  difficulty,  he  faved  himfelf,  Libe- 
rius  defpairing  of  relief,  abandoned  Syracufe  to  the  enemy, 
and  conveyed  the  garrifon  by  fea  to  Palermo.  Totila,  hav- 
ing no  enemy  in  Sicily  to  oppofe  him,  entirely  reduced  that 
ifland,  and,  leaving  four  ftrong  garr ifons  in  it  to  curb  the 
inhabitants,  returned  to  Italy,  loaded  with  booty  ^  Early 
is  the  fpring  Juftin  and  John,  who  had  pafled  the  winter 
in  Salonae,  having  afiembled  their  forces,  fet  out  on  their 
march  to  Ravenna :  but  in  the  mean  time  the  Sclavi,  paffing 
the  Danube,  either  at  the  iniligation  of  Totila,  or  urged  by 
a.  defire  of  booty,  broke  into  the  Roman  provinces,  com- 
i^itting  the  mod  ihocking  cruelties.  This  irruption  greatly 
retarded  the  march  of  the  army,  the  Roman  generals  being 
obliged  to  fend  ilrong  detachments  againft  them ;  which 
compelled  them  to  repafs  the  Danube,  and  return  home: 
but  before  the  two  generals  reached  the  confines  of  Italy^ 
they  received  orders  from  the  emperor  to  proceed  no  far- 
ther, but  to  wait  the  arrival. of  Narfes,  .whom  he  had  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  of*  all  his  forces,  with  abfo- 
lute  and  uncontroled  authority.  While  Narfes  was  mak- 
ing the  neceflTary  preparations  for  his  intended  expedition, 
Totila,  having  equipped  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  gallies, 
fi^nt  them  to  pillage  the  .coafts  of  Greece,  where  they  ac» 
quired  an  immcnfe  booty.  They  made  a  defcent  upon  the 
'ifland  of  Corfu ;  and,  having  laid  it  wafte,  failed  to  Epirus, 
Tvhere  they  furprifed  and  plundered  the  cities  of  Nicopolis 
and  Anchialus,  and  took  upon  the  coafl:  many  ihips,  and 
fome  among  the  reft  laden  with  provifions  for  the  army  of 
Narfes. 

At  the  fame  time  Totila  blocked  up  the  city  of  Ancona  by 
f<^a  and  land,  and  foon  reduced  it  to  great  extremity ;  which 
Valerian,  then  in  Ravenna,  being  apprifed  of,  he  acquainted 
John,  who,  purfuant  to  the  emperor's  orders,  was  waiting 
the  9f riv^il  of  Naries  in  Dalmatia,  with  the  condition  the 
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€ity  was  in,  cirneftly  foliciting  him  to  repair  to  the  relief 
of  the  only  place  the  emperor  had  in  thofe  parts,  and  pro- 
mifing  to  join  him  with  all  the  forces  under  his  command* 
John  had  been  ordered  not  to  move  from  Dalmatia  till-  the 
arrival  of  Narfes;  but  venturing  on  this  occafion  to  difobey 
his  orders,  he  put  the  flower  of  his  army  on  board  fortyvef- 
fcls,  and  failed  with  to  them  to  Ancona,  where  Valeriaw 
joined  him  with  a  fquadron  of  twelve  (hips.  Upon  their 
appearing  before  Ancona,  the  Goths,  having  manned  for- 
ty-fev^npf  their  beft  fhips,  failed  out  againft  them  ;  where-  *wfio  art 
upon  an  engagement  enfued,  in  which  the  Goths,  quite  defeated  $y 
ignorant  of  fea-affairs,  were  totally  defeated,  thirty-fix  of  fea,  tind 
their  (hips  being  taken  vor  funk,  with  all  the  men  on  board,  M^^*^.^ 
and  the  reft  driven  afhore,  where  they  were  fet  on  fire  by  ^cfl 
the  Goths  themfelves,  left  they  ihould  fall  into  the  enemy's 
bands.  The  Goths,  after  this  defeat,  raifed  the  fiege,  and^ 
retiring  in  great  hafte,  left  their  camp,  and  part  of  their 
baggage,  to  the  Roman  generals;  whp,  having  reinforced 
the  garrifon,  returned,  Valerian  to  Ravenna,  and  John  to 
Salonae.  At  the  fame  time  Artabanes,  having  aifembled 
his  fleet,  which  had  been  difperfed  by  a  ftorm,  landed  in 
Sicily,  and,  expelling  the  Goths,  recovered  all  the  caftles 
garrifoned  by  them  in  thatriftand.  Thefe  loffes  difcouraged 
the  Goths5  and.Totila  faimfelf,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
once  more  difpatched  ambaffadors  to  Conftaniinople,  ofier- 
icg  to  yield  Siciiy  and  Dalmatia  to  the  emperor,  to  pay  an' 
annual  tribute  for  Italy,,  aind  to  aflift  the'Romans  as  a  faith- 
ful ally  in  all  their  wars  :  but  Juftinian,  determined  upon 
driving  the  Goths  out  of  Italy,  ordered  the  ambafladors  to  re- 
turn, without  fuflering  them  to  appear  in  his  prcfence  "- 

Totiia,  finding  Juftinian  would  liften  to  no  terms,  began* 
to  levy  new  forces,  and  make  great  preparations  both  by  fea» 
and  land*     Having  equipped  a  confiderable  fleet,  he  fent  The  G^tks 
it  againft  Corfica  and  Sardinia,  both  which  iflands  were  make  them- 
foon  reduced.     On  the  other  hand,  the  city  of  Croton  in  f^^'ves  thaf- 
Calabria,  which  bad  been  long  befieged  by  the  Goths,  wasc  ^i^'  yCor- 
selieved  by  the  garrifon  of  Thermopylae  in  Greece,  convey-  Sardinia 
ed  by  fea  into  Italy  :  but  now  Narfes  approached  at  the  head 
of  a  formidable  army,  bringing  with  him  an  immenfe  trea*--  . 
fure  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  troops,  and  to  pay  the  emw 
pcror's  forc^  in  Italy  their  arrears,  which  had  been  due 
ever  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war.     His  army  confifted' 
not  only  of  Romans  levied  in  Thrace  and  Illyricam,  but  of 
Barbarians  aflicrablcd  from  all  parts:  befides,  Auduin,  king' 
of  the  Lombards^  fent  him  a  body  of  five  thoufand  chofen' 
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men.;  Philimuth,  prince  of  the  Heruli,  joined  him  tvitif 
three  thoufand  of  his  countrymen ;  Aruth|  another  prince 
of  the  fame  nation,  came  to  his  affiftance  at  the  head  of  a 
chofen  body  of  veterans.  A  great  number  of  Gepidae, 
^unns,  and  Perfians»  chearfully  followed  his  banner,  fome 
in  acknowlegement  of  his  former  favours  (for  he  had  been 
always  kind  to  the  Barbarians),  and  others  in  expectation 
of  fpoil  and  booty  ;  for  they  were  all  convinced,  that  the 
Goths  could  not  oppofe  fo  numerous  an  army,  commanded 
by  a  general  of  great  valour,  and  confummatc  experience. 
Narfes,  on  his  entering  Dalmatia,  was  joined  by  John,  and 
the  army  under  his  command  ;  but  being  advanced  as  ht 
as  the  confines  of  Venetia,  the  Franks,  who,  as  we  have 
related  above,  had  feized  on  that  province,  refufed  him  a 
Karfes  ar-  paflage  :  fo  that,  not  daring,  at  fo  critical  a  conjundure, 
rives  with  to  piovoke  that  nation,  by  the  advice  of  John^  who  was 
mgnatar'  ^^jj  acquainted  with  thofe  parts,  he  changed  his  route ; 
'^  •^*  and,  marching  along  the  fea-coa(t,  got  fafc,  with  his  whole 
army,  to  Ravenna,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  remainder 
of  the  Roman  forces,  under  th&  command  of  Valerian  and 
Juftin,  » 

dwrrf  Having  remained  nine  days  in  Ravenna,  to  refrefh  his 

marchii  to  army,  and  appointed  Juftin  governor  of  that  city,  he  began 
^**''*  his  march  towards  Rome.  Being  arrived  at  Ariminum, 
Ufdrilas,  governor  of  the  place,  fallied  unexpectedly  out 
upon  him  with  part  of  the  garrifon,  tis  he  was  fcarching  for  a 
ford,  attended  by  a  fmall  guard;  but  a  party  of  Herolt, 
feafonably  advancing,  put  the  Goths  to  flight,  and  killed* 
Ufdrilas  in  the  purfuit.  The  Romans  might  have  eafily 
reduced  the  city,  the  garrifon  being  greatly  difpirited  by  the 
death  of  their  governor  ;  butNarfes,  purfuing  bis  principal 
deGgn,  and  avoiding  every  thing  that  could  retard  it,  pro- 
ceeded on  his  march,  the  Goths  fufFering  him  to  pafs  the 
river  undifturbed.  He  left  the  Via  Flaminia,  being  in- 
formed that  a  ftrong  body  of  Goths  guarded  the  narrow 
pafs  in  the  mountains  called  Petra  Pertufa,  now  the  Furlo  j 
and,  turning  to  the  left,  purfued  his  march  towards  Rome. 
In  the  mean  time  Totila,  having  afiembled  all  his  forces  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  marched  through  Tufcany 
towards  the  Apennine,  and,  having  reached  that  mountain, 
encamped  at  a  village  called  Tagiria,  with  a  defign  to  give 
the  Romans  battle  upon  the  firft  advantage  that  offered. 
He  had  fcarce  formed  his  camp,  when  Narfes  came  to  the 
fame  mountain,  at  a  fmall  diliance  from  the  place  which 
was  memorable  for  the  defeat  of  the  Gauls  by  Camillus^ 
and  was  called  Bufta  Gallorum,  becaufc  the  Gauls  flain  by 
him  were  buried  there. 
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Narfes,  upon  his  arrival,  difpatchcd  a  meflcnger  to  To-   j  ^^  ^^. 
tila,  advifing  him  not  to  contend  with  the  whole  ftrength  of  pointed  for 
the  empire,  commanding  the  meflengcr  at  the  fame  time,  if  «  seaer^i 
he  found  Totilarefolved  upon  war,  to  bid  him  appoint  a  day  ^"S^S^" 
for  a  pitched  battle.     Totila,  without  betraying  the  leaft  "^^ ' 
apprehehfion,  told  the  meflenger,  that  the  difpute  muft  be 
decided   by   the  (word ;    and  that,  eight  days   after,    he 
vrould  not  fail  to  meet  the  Roman  general.    Narfee,  fufpe<3:- 
ing  fome  defign  in  this  delay,  made  the  neceflary  prepara- 
tions, as  if  he  were  to  fight  the  day  following :  and  afted 
therein  very  wifely  ;  for  the  next  day  Totila  advanced  with  //^  /^  ,^^^ 
his  whole  army  in  order  of  battle.     Narfes  had  in  the  night  fy  Totiiom 
detached  fifty  men  to  feize  on  an  eminence  at  a  fmall  dif-. 
tance;    which   they   executed   accordingly.      Buc  Totila, 
equally  defirous  to  gain  it,  fent   feveral   detachments  of 
horfe,  one  after  another,  to  diflodge  them.     The  Romans 
maintained  their  ground,  and  being  animated  by  the  ex« 
ample  of  their  leader,  named  Paul,  who  behaved  with  un- 
paralleled bravery,  they  continually  repulfed  ih^  enemy,  and 
obliged  them  to  give  over  their  attempt,  though  far  fuperior 
to  the  Romans  in  number,  and  fupported  by  frefti  forces. 

While  both  armies  ftood  waiting  the  fignal,  a  Goth, 
named  Cocas,  who  had  formerly  ferved  in  the  emperor's 
army,  advancing  before  the  ranks,  challenged  any  on  the  jn„gig 
Roman  fide  to  fingle  combat.  The  challenge  was  readily  combat. 
accepted  by  Anzelas,  an  Armenian,  who  flew  his  infulting 
adverfary  at  the  firft  encounter;  and  returning  to  his  com- 
panions, was  received  with  joyful  (houts  by  the  whole  army,  - 
who  confidered  his  fuccefs  as  an  omen  of  their  future  vic- 
tory. Totila  being  informed,  that  a. body  of  two  thoufand 
horfe,  whom  he  had  long  expefted,  were  near  at  hand,  in 
order  to  gaia  timcj  defired  an  interview  with  Narfes  ;  but 
before  the  place  was  agreed  on  where  they  were  to  meet, 
the  two  thoufand  horfe  joined  the  army  :  and  then  Totila 
drew  off  his  troops,  and  ordered  them  to  refrclh  themfelves, 
as  if  he  did  not  intend  to  engage  that  day,  it  being  already 
noon  \  but  foon  after  he  fuddenly  led  them  againfl  the 
enemy,  hoping,  by  fo  unexpedled  an  onfet,  to  furprife  them. 
However,  Narfes,  who  fufpefted  his  defign,  and  therefore 
had  kept  his  men  in  battle-array,  received  him  with  great 
refolution.  / 

Both  armies  fought  for  fome  time  with  incredible  fury ;  ^fhe  Goth 
but  the  Gothic  horfe  being,  after  an  obftinate  confli£l,  put  difoatid.    ' 
to  the  routj  and  retipng  in  great  confufion  among  the  foot, 
their  infantry  was  by  that  means  thrown  into  fuch  diforder, 
that  they  could  never  afterwards  rally.     Narfes,  obfcrving 
the  enemy's  army  thus  diiojrdered^  eagour^ged  his  men  to 

make 
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makr  one  more  effort ;  which  the  Goths  not  being  aWe  to 
withftand,  betook  themfelves  to  flight,  leaving  fix  thou- 
fand  men  dead  on  the  fpot.  Totila,  finding  the  day  irre- 
coverably loft,  fled,  attended  only  by  five  horfemen  ;  but 
was  purfued,  and  mortally  wounded,  by  a  commander  of 
the  Gepidae,  named  Afbadcs.  However,  he  continued  his 
flight  titt  he  arrived  at  a  place  called  Caprse,  where  he 
x?/'5'  halted,  and  had  his  wound  drefTed ;  but  he  expired  foon 
kiiUd^  after,  and  was  privately  buried  by  thofe  who  attended  him. 

As  Albades,  who  gave  him  the  mortal  wound,  did  not 
know  him,  the  report  of  his  death  was  not  believed  by  the 
Romans,  till  a  a  Gothic  woman  having  difcovered  the  place 
where  he  was  buried,  they  opened  the  grave,'  and  viewed 
the  body  ". 
Hiseha-  Totila  is  juftly  commended  by  all  the  writers  of  thofe 

wa3ir.  times,  not  only  for  his  valour,  but  for  his  humanity,  tem- 
perance, moderation,  and,  above  all,  for  his  juftice  and 
equity.  Upon  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  he  found  the 
affairs  of  the  Goths  in  a  deplorable  condition  ;  but  brought 
them,  in  the  eleven  years  he  reigned,  almoft  to  the  fame 
ftate  in  which  Theodoric  had  left  them.  Totila,  hjs 
Paulus  Diaconus,  though  a  Goth,  lived  with  the  Romans 
like  a  father  with  his  children,  without  making  the  leaft  al- 
teration in  their  laws  or  form  of  government.  Procopius, 
though  a  Gieek,  and  confequently  no  friend  to  the  Goths, 
could  not  help  extolling,  on  many  occafions,  his  mildnefs 
and  clemency  to  the  vanquiflied.  The  fame  writer  often 
eommends  him  as  a  great  lover  of  juftice  and.  equity.  In  the 
many  cities  he  reduced,  he  took  particular  care  that  no  in- 
fult  ftiould  be  offered  to  the  women ;  and  even  punifhed 
one  of  his  officers  with  death  for  abufing  the  daughter  of  a 
Roman  in  Calabria,  though  he  was  a  man  of  known  valour, 
and  the  whole  army  interceded  in  his  behalf:  his  eftate, 
which  was  very  confiderable,  hebeftowed  on  the  woman,  to 
ihake  fome  amends  for  the  injury  that  had  been  done  her. 
In  ftiort,  all  the  writers  who  fpeak  of  Totila,  reprefent  him 
as  a  perfon  endued  with  every  good  quality  becoming  a 
prince. 

The  Goths,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcapc  the 
fwords  of  the  Romans,  fled  over  the  Po,  and  aflembling  at 
TfiachfiM  Ticinum,  now  Pavia,  chofc  Teia  for  their  king.     He  was 
ihtg.  defervediy  efteemfed  one  of  the  moft  valiant  men  of  their 

nation,  and  had,  on  feveral  occafions,  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
;n  a  moft  eminent  manner.  His  firft  care  was  to  aflemble 
(he  Gpths,  who,  after  the  late  defeat,  had  taken  refuge  in 
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the  fcveral  forts  beyond  the  Po%    Having  fccurcd  the  trea-  Heendea* 
fure,  which  his  predeceiTor  had  left  in  Pavia,  he  endea-  'vours  in 
voured  to  draw  the  Franks  to  his  affiftance  by  the  offer  of  '^^^^  ^^ 
large  fum,  and  by   reprefenting  to  their    king,    that,   if  ^^^'^^"^ 
the  Romans  once  recovered  Italy>  they  would,  in  the  next  f^l^  ^ma 
place,  attempt  to  drive  them  out  of  Gaul,  to  which  they  ana. 
bad  no  better  claim  than  the  Goths  had  to  Italy.     But  the 
Franks  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  afford  the  Goths  any 
affidance,  chooGng  rather  to  feize  on  Italy  for  themfelves» 
than  to  employ  their  arms  in  fecuring  it  either  to  the 
Goths,  or  the  Romans  °; 

In  the  mean  time  Narfes,  informed  that  the  Goth$  had 
raifed  Teia  to  the  throne, ^  and  that  he  was  affembling  his 
countrymen  beyond  the  Po,  detached  Valerian,  with  part  of 
the  army,  to  watch  their  motions,  and  prevent,  if  pofEble, 
their  uniting,  while  he  himfelf  marched  with  the  reft  to- 
wards Rome.     On  his  march,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Uarfes 
Narnia,  Spoletum,  and   Perugia;    and  then   approaching  takes  fe*vt* 
Rome,  invefted  it  with  his  whole  army.     Totila,  before  ^^^  towns. 
the  arrival  of  Narfes  in  Italy,  had  burnt  great  part  of  the 
city ;  and  not  having  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  the 
whole  circuit  of  fo  extenfive  a  place,  he  had  furrounded  with 
a  new  wall  that  part  of  it  near  Adrian's  tomb,  which  feemed 
the  moft  ftrong  and  defenfible.     Into  his  fortrefs  or  caftlc, 
as  we  may  call  it,  the  Goths  retired  with  their  moft  valuable 
effe£ls,  at  the  approach  of  Narfes,  leaving  but  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  men  to  defend  the  walls  where  they  feemed  weakeft ; 
fo  that  the  Romans,  by  the  help  of  fcaling-ladders,  entered  Narfis 
the  city  without  oppofition.     Then  NarfeSs.  invefted  the  ''»*^' 
caftle,  which  held  out  for  fome  time  ;  but  the  garrifon,  de-  ^°'''^' 
f pairing  of  relief,  furrendered,  upon  a  promife  that  their 
lives  ftiould  be  fpared.    Thus  was  Rome  once  more  re- 
covered by  the  Romans^  and  the  keys  were  fent  again  to 
the  emperor. 

The  Goths,  defpairing  of  being  able  to  maintain  them-  <i^e  erueltj 
felves  in  Italy,  discharged  their  rage  on  the  Roman  h^ofthi 
nators,  killing  them*  wherever  they  fell  into  their  hands.  Ooths. 
Thofe  who  had  been  confined  by  Totila  to  Campania,  and 
were  now  returning  to  Rome,  upon  the  report  that  the  city 
was  in  the  emperor's  hands,  were   all  murdered  by  the 
Goths  quartered  in  thofe  parts.     Totila,  upon  his  leaving 
Rome  to  march  againft  Narfes,  had  taken  with  him,  as    ^ 
boftages,   the  children  of  the  principal  Romans,  to  the 
number  of  three  hundred,  and  fent  them  beyond  the  Po ; 
and  now  Teia  ordered  them  all  to  be  put  to  the  fword. 

^  Frocop.  lib.  iv.  cap.  34* 
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At  ttse  fame  time  Regnares,  a  Goth,  who  commanded  la 
Calabria»  cut  in  pieces  fifty  Roman  foldiers^  who  had  been 
delivered  to  him  as  hoilages.  ,Teia,  during  the  fiege  of 
Rome,  had  Conveyed  the  greater  part  of  the  royal  treafurea 
to  the  caftle  of  Cums»  and  fecured  it  with  a  flrong  gar« 
rifon.  NarfeSy  therefore,  detached  from  Rome  ailrong  body 
to  befiege  Cumse,  and  at  the  fame  time  another  to  attempt 
the  redu£{ion  of  Centumcellae. 
Tfia  But  Teta,  fearing  the  royal  treafure  would  fall  Into  the 

marches  to  enemy's  hands,  refolved  at  all  events  to  relieve  the  city  of 
there! ef  of  Cumae,  where  it  was  lodged.  Purfuant  to  this  refolution, 
fle^'bi'  he  rauftered  all  his  forces,  and  paffing  the  Po,  directed  his 
$he  Ro"  march  through  Tufcany  Narfes,  informed  oi  the  route 
«M«i.  he  had  taken,  detached  the  greater  part  of  his  army  to  keep 

them  at  bay,  till  Cumae  had  fubmitted.  But  he,  taking 
,  a  great  compafs  by  the  fea-coaft,  reached  Campania,  with- 
out meeting  the  enemy,  Narfes  recalling  his  forces^ 
marched  with  his  whole  a?my  into  Campania,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  oblige  the  Goths,  if  they  attempted  the  relief  of  Cu- 
mse,  to  come  to  a  general  engagement.  Both  armies  en- 
camped at  the  foot  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  being  parted  by  the 
river  Draco,  now  Sarno,  and  continued  there  two  months, 
Narfes  not  daring  either  to  pafs  the  river,  the  Goths  being 
mailers  of  the  bridge,  or  retire,  left  they  ihould  relieve  the 
city  of  Cnmse.  But  at  length  Narfes  having  eredled  on  his 
fide  of  the  river  feveral  wooden  towers,  from  which  the 
Goths  were  galled  with  continual  (bowers  of  arrows,  and, 
by  a  fleet  fent  him  from  Sicily,  cut  off  their  conununio^ 
tion  with  the  fca,  they  were  forced,  through  want  of  provi* 
lions,  to  abandon  their  camp,  and  retire  to  a  neighbouring 
mountain,  by  Procopius  called  Mons  Laf^arius.  Thither 
Narfes  followed ;  but  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  attack  them^ 
he  fecured  all  the  avenues  leading  to  the  mountain,  and 
thus  reduced  them  to  fuch  difficulties,  that  they  refolved  to 
pat  the  whole  on  the  iiTue  of  a  battle. 
A  hhoJf  Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  they  came  down  nntxpedt* 

bailie*  edly  upon  the  Romans,  and  began  one  of  the  nioft  bloody 
battles  that  ever  was  fought.  The  Goths,  like  men  m  de- 
fpair,  exerted  their  utmoil  efforts  ;  and  the  Romans  chofe 
rather  to  die  on  the  fpot  than  ihamefuliy  yield  to  an  enemy 
fo  much  mferor  to  them  in  number.  During  the  adicNi 
Teia  exhibited  furprifmg  proofs  of  valour  and  conduct,  fuch 
as  equalled  him,  in  the  opinion  of  Procopius,  to  the  molt 
renowned  heroes  of  antiquity.  Apprifed  that  their  all  lay 
at  ftake,  and  that  the  fate  of  Italy  depended  <m  the  fuccefs 
of  that  day,  he  placed  himfelf  in  the  firft  rank,  to  encourage 
his  Tacn  by  bis  example.    The  Romans  difcovering  him» 
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aftd  knowing  his  death  would  terminate  the  difpute,  and,  m 
all  likelihood}  the  war,  direded  their  whole  force  againft 
him,  fome  attacking  him  with  their  fpears,  and  others  dtf- 
charging  at  him  (howers  of  darts  and  arrows,  which  he  re- 
ceived on  his  (hield,  killing  in  the  mean  time  great  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  who,  with  all  their  efforts,  were  not  able  to 
make  him  fubmit,  or  yield  one  inch  of  ground.  When  his 
ihield  was  fo  loaded  with  darts,  that  he  could  not  ea(ily  wield 
it,  he  called  for  another,  and  renewing  the  confli6l,  made 
a  great  flaughter  of  the  Romans.  Thus  he  fliiftcd  his  ftjield 
three  times ;  but  in  the  third  change,  having  left  his  breaft 
expofed,  he  was,  in  that  moment,  wounded  with  a  javelin,  Teia/laifr, 
and  inftantlydied  of  the  wound,  falling  in  the  place  where 
he  had  ftood  from  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  and  upon 
heaps  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  had  killed  with  his  own 
hand. 

The  Romans,  feeing  him  fall,  cut  off  his  head,  and  fix- 
ing it  upon  a  long  pole,  expofed  it  to  the  view  of  the  Goths, 
not  doubting  that,  diflieartened  by  the  fight,  they  would 
give  way;  but,  notwithftanding  the  death  of  their  king, 
they  continued  the  battle,  till,  night  coming  on,  both  armies 
were  obliged  to  retire.     Early  next  morning  they  renewed 
the  engagement,  and  fought  with  unparalleled  bravery,  till 
night  again  parted  them.    On  the  third  day  the  Geths,  de- 
fpairing  of  being  able  to  overcome  the  Romans,  fo  much 
fuperior  to  them  in  numbers,  refolved  to  capitulate.     Ac- 
cordingly they  ferit  deputies  to  Narfes,  offering  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  provided  fuch  as  chofe  to  live  in  Italy  fliould  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  their  eftates  and  pofTeffions  without  mo- 
leftation,  as  fubjedls  of  the  empire ;  and  thofe  who  were 
willing  to  retire  elfewhere,  (hould  be  fufFered  to  carry  off 
all  their  goods  and  efFefls.    Thefe  teriris  being  immediately  ^^^  q^^^ 
ratified  by  Narfes,  and  the  other  commanders  of  the  army,  fubmit  to 
the  Goths,  laying  down  their  arms,  either  repaired  to  their  t/ie  empe* 
rcfpediive  dwellings  in  Italy,  or,  abandoning  that  country,  '*•''• 
retired  with  their  eiFefls,  after  having  engaged  never  to  bear 
arms  againft  the  Romans  p.    Thus  ended  the  dominion  of  Yr.  of  FL 
the  Goths  in  Italy,  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  Juftinian's  a  *A°'* 
reign,  the  eighteenth  of  the  Gothic  war,  and  of  the  Chrif-  ^^^* 

tian  aera  553,  after  they  had  reigned  fixty-four  years  in  that  t^}^^  end  of 
country,  from  Theodoric  to  Teia.  M«y  domi^ 

The  Goths,  however,  who  had  been  left  by  Teia  in  the  »'^»  '« 
fortified  towns,  refufing  to  (land  to  the  agreement  made  by  ^'^^' 
their  countrymen,  had  recourfe  to  the  Franks,  who,  think- 
ing this  a  favourable  opportunity  of  feizing  on  Italy  for  them- 
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felves,  promifcd  to  affift  them  againft  the  Romans  to  th€ 
utmofl  of  their  power.     Accordingly  they  entered  Italy, 
notwithftanding  their  alliance  with  the  emperor,  to  the 
number  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  mod  of  them  the  fubjefts 
of  Thcudcbald,  king  of  Metz,  under  the  condufk  of  the  two 
bfothets  Leutharis  and  Bucilinus,  afTerting,  that  they  were 
come  to  affift  the  Goths,  but  reaily  with  a  view  to  make 
themfelves  matters  of  Italy,  with  the  affiftance  of  thofc 
whom  they  pretended  to  proteft.    Narfes,  informed  of  their 
inarch,  refolved  to  reduce,  if  poffible,  before  their  arrival, 
thofe  towns  dill  held  by  the  Goihs.    Having,  therefore,  left 
part  of  his  army  before  Cumse,  which  city  Tela  had  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  his  brother  Aligern,  who  refufed  to 
deliver  it  up  to  the  Romans,  even  after  the  agreement,  he 
marched  into  Tufcany,  where  the  cities  of  Volaterrae,  Pifa, 
Faefulse,  and  feveral  others,  fubmitted ;  but  Lucca  held  out 
with  great  obftinacy,  the  Goths  expefting  to  be  relieved  by 
the  Franks:  but  the  march  of  their  pretended  allies  being 
retarded  by  the  troops  which  Narfes  had  fenc  to  difpute  the 
paflagc  of  the  Po,  the  city,  after  three  months  fiege,  was 
obliged  to  furrender.     By  this  time  Aligern,  being  reduced 
to  great  diftrefs  in  Cumce,  began  to  confider,  that  if  the 
Franks,  who  were  coming  to  his  affiftance,  Qiould  drive  the 
Romans  out  of  Italy,  the  Goths  would  be  no  gainers  by 
their  viftory,  finceitwas  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  Franks, 
whofc  treachery  was  well  known,  inftead  of  reinilating  the 
Goths,  would  fecure  the  country  in  difpute  to  themfelves. 
He  therefore  judged  it  more  reafonable  to  deliver  it  to  the 
ancient  owners,  than  to  ftrangers ;  and  accordingly,  open- 
ing the  gates  to  the  Romansj^  he  put  them  in  poffcffion  of 
the  town,  and  the  royal  treafure  of  the  Goths. 

There  were  ftill  remaining  feven  thoufand  Goths,  headed 
by  Regnares,  who  had  feized  on  a  fort  near  Capua,  called 
Caffinum.  Narfes  marched  againft  them  with  his  whole 
army ;  but,  finding  he  could  not  ftorm  the  place  withottt 
great  lofs,  he  refolved  to  reduce  it  by  famine.  The  Goths, 
who  were  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions,  held  out  all 
the  winter ;  but,  early  in  the  fpring,  Regnares  demanded  a 
conference  with  Narfes,  which  being  granted,  he  infifted 
upon  fuch  unreafonable  terms,  that  the  general  difmifted  him 
with  indignation.  This  affront  Regnares  refcnted  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that,  having  gained  a  hill  near  the  walls,  he  let  fly 
an  arrow  at  Narfes,  with  a  defign  to  kill  him  j  but  having 
miffed  his  aim,  the  general's  guards  fent  a  (hower  of  arrows 
after  him,  by  one  of  which  being  mortally  wounded,  he  v'^ 
carried  into  the  caftle,  where  he  died  in  two  dayy.  The 
befieged,  intimidated  by  the  death  of  their  leader,  fubmit- 
ted, 
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ted,  upon  promifc  that  their  lives  (hould  bd  fpared.  Narfes,  They  de^ 
being  admitted  into  the  place,  granted  their  lives>  agreeably  liver  up 
to  his  promife  ;  but,  in  order  to  prevent  their  raifing  any  the  place  /» 
farther  difturbance  in  Itaily,  he  fent  them  all  to  Conftan-  ^^^I^^* 
dnople  <.     As  for  the  Franks,  who  had  entered  Italy  under 
the  condud  of  Leutharis  and  Bucilinus,  their  numerous 
army  was  entirely  deftroyed,  partly  by  the  fword  and  partly 
by  ficknefs,  as  we  (hall  relate  at  large  in  a  more  proper 
place ;  fo  that  now  all  Italy  was  again  brought  under  fub- 
je£tion,  and  united  to  the  eaftern  empire,  fome  of  the  Goths 
retiring  into  other  countries,  but  moft  of  them  remaining 
in  Italy,  where  they  continued  to  enjoy  their  lands  and 
pofie  (lions. 

Narfes,  who  had  delivered  that  country  from  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Goths,  was  appointed  by  Juftinian  to  govern 
it  as  a  province  of  the  eaftern  empire  ;  and  he  ruled  it  ac- 
cordingly, to  the  great  fatisfa£lion  of  the  inhabitants,  till  the 
year  568,  when  he  was  recalled  by  the  emperor  Juftin  11;  Vr.  of  FU 
the  fucceffor  of  Juftinian,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  wife  So-  a  *SL'^' 
phia  ;  and  Longinus  was  fent  to  govern  Italy  in  his  room.  ^    * 

As  Longinus  introduced  a  new  form  of  government,  we  Narfes  re- 
fliall,  in  a  few  words,  acquaint  the  reader  with  the  altera-  ealled^  and 
tions  he  made,  and  then  proceed  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Lorn-  Longinus 
bards,  with  which  that  of  the  exarchs,  the  fucceiTors  of  f'"^  ^"  ^^' 
Longinus,   is  infeparably  interwoven.     The  provinces  of  ^  ^** 
Italy  had,  ever  fince  the  time  of  Conftantine  the  Great,  been 
governed  by  confulares,  correftores,  and  prae(ides,  no  al- 
teration in  the  government  having  been  made,  either  by  the 
emperors  who  reigned  after  Conftantine,  or  by  the  kings  of 
the  Goths ;  but  Longinus  being  fent  to  fucceed  Narfes,  with 
abfolute  power  and  authority,  fuppre(red  thofe  magiftrates, 
and  in  their  ftead  placed,  in  each  city  of  confequence,  a  go- 
vernor, whom  he  diftinguifhed  with  the  title  of  duke.    The  The  begin- 
city  of  Jlprpe  was  not  more  honoured  than  any  other ;  for  ning  of  the 
Longinus,  having  aboli(hed  the  very  name  of  fenate  and  txarchate. 
confuls,  appointed  a  magiftrate  over  that  metropolis,  witjj 
the  title  of  duke,  common  to  the  governors  of  the  other  ci- 
ties.   Himfelf  took  the  title  of  exarch,  which  by  the  Greeks 
was  given  to  thofe  who  pre(ided  over  a  diocefe,  and  confe- 
quently  over  the  many  provinces  of  which  the  diocefe  was 
compofed*    This  title  was  adopted  by  the  fuccc(rors  of  Lon- 
ginus, who  refiding,  as  he  had  done,  at  Ravenna,  were  on 
that  account  called  the  exarchs  of  Ravenna.    They  governed 
^11  Italy,  naming  and  removing  the  dukes  at  their  pleafurc; 
and  to  them  the  people  had  recourfe  in  all  matters  of  con* 
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fequence.  Longinus  was  fent  by  Juft'm  to  rule  all  Italy ; 
but  great  part  of  that  country,  in  the  iirft  year  of  his  go- 
vernment, was  feized  on  by  the  Lombards,  called  in  by 
Narfes,  as  we  have  already  related.  This  magiftraie  main- 
tained the  power  and  authority  of  the  emperors  of  the  H 
in  Italy  for  the  fpace  of  a  hundred  and  eighty- three  years, 
that  is,  from  the  year  568,  when  Longinus  was  fent  into 
Italy,  to  the  year  751,  when  Eutychius,  the  laft  exarck, 
was  expelled,  and  Ravenna  taken,  by  Aflulphuskingoftbe 
Lombards.  We  ihall  now,  therefore,  purfuantto  our  plan, 
refume  the  hiftory  of  the  Lombards,  in  which  the  reader 
will  find  whatever  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us  concemrog 
the  exarchs,  till  the  taking  of  Ravenna  by  Aitulphus,  aod 
the  eztinAion  of  the  exarchate. 

SECT.      IL 

The  Hijlory  of  the  Lombards^  from  the  Death  of  CkfJ^ 
to  DefideriuSy  taken  Captive  by  Charkma^M* 

IN  the  foregoing  chapter,  we  have  delivered  the  hiftory 
'   of  the    Lombards,  from    their    original  to  the  deatn 
ef  Clephis,  the  fuccefTor  of  Alboin,  and  fecond  king  of 
Italy  i  and  fliall  now  proceed  with  the  hiftory  of  theotner 
princes  of  that  nation,  to  Defiderius  their  lau  king,  taken 
captive  by  Charlemagne.     The  Lombards,  upon  the  death 
of  Clephis,  who  had  treated  them  with  great  cruelty)  rf* 
iblved  to  be  no  longer  governed  by  kings  5  and  accordingly 
chofe  none  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  but  during  thatwne 
^^%^'tTak  ^^^^^  fubjeft  to  their  dukes,  as  we  have  related  before.  The 
^ttoGaid-    ^^^  powerful  among  thefe  dukes,  uniting  their  forces,  en- 
tered Gaul,  and  committed  dreadful  ravages.    GonW 
king  of  Orleans,  difpatched  a  confiderable  army  ag* 
them,  under  the  condu£l  of  Amatus  a  patrician;  who  en- 
gaged them,  but  was  cut  off  with  the  greater  part  of  toe 
;jrmy.    After  this  viftory,  the  Lombards  ravaged  Burgufldy 
without  control,  made  a  dreadful  flaughter  of  the  BurguQ- 
dians,  who  attempted  to  oppofe  them,  and  retired,  cnncnc 
with  an  immenfe  booty.     Encouraged  by  this  fuccefc  ^  ; 
Itece'Tue  a    returned  foon  after,  and  laying  the  country  wafte,  advance 
freat^ver-  as  far  as  Ebrodunum  or  Ambrun,  where  they  were  op|oi<^ 
tA'-ow/rom  by  Ennius,  called  alfo  Mummulus,  at  the  head  of  a  W 
tht  trunks,  hody  of  Burgundiaris,  who  cut  them  off  almoft  to  a  man ' 
About  the  year  C78,  the  Saxons,  who  had  a"^^?^^, 
Lombards  in^o  Italy,  and  were,  by  an  agreement  w 
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boinus,  to  fliare  with  him  his  future  conquefts,  quarreling  The  Saxons 
with  their  old  friends  and 'allies,  refolved  to  quit  Italy,  and  and  Lom^ 
return  to  their  own  country.     They  pretended  to  live  quite  ^^^^'  ^if" 
independent  of  the  Lombards,  and  in  a  diftindi  body ;  an  ^^^^** 
independence  which  the  Lombards  not  confenting  to,  they 
left  Italy  with  their  wives  and  families,  and  took  their  route 
through  Gaul :  but  Mummulus,  one  of  Gontran's  captains, 
meeting  them  on  the  confines^  killed  a  great  number,  took 
many  prifoners,   and  forced  the  reft  to  repafs  the  Alps. 
However,  they  returned  again  ;  and  having,  with  a  confi- 
dcrable  fum,  purchafed  a  paflage  of  Mummulus,  who  met 
them  at  the  Rhone,  they  retreated  to  their  ancient  lands;  '^^fSaxom 
but  found  them  poflcfled  by  the  Suani,  who,  unwilling  to  ^^'"f" 
difpute  with  them,  offered  to  refign  two-thirds  of  their  pof-  are  mofi  of 
fcffions.     This  offer  being  rejeded  with  indignation  by  the  them  cut 
Saxons,  a  bloody  battle  was  fought,  in  which  twenty  thou-  offbythg^ 
fand  Saxons  were  killed,  and  on  the  fide  of  the  Suani  only  ^^^"^* 
four  hundred  and  eighty.      The   Saxons,  who  remained 
alive,  being  about  fix  thoufand  in  number,  renewed  the  en- 
gagement ;  but  were  again  defeated,  and  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  terms  which  the  Suani  were  pleafed  to  impofc  *. 

But  to  return  to  the  Lombards :  three  of  their  dukes, 
namely  Amo,  Zaban,  and  Rhodanus,  notwiihftanding  the 
•defeat  their  countrymen  had  lately  received  in  Gaul,  bur  ft 
into  that  country,  and,  dividing  themfelves  into  three  bodies, 
defolated  it  to  a  great  extent :  but  Mumijiulus  attacking  them  J^'  ^^*** 
before  they  could  unite  their  forces,  cut  great  numbers  in  /^/j 
pieces,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  quit  their  booty,  and  return  g^ain  im 
into  Italy.     Thither  a  party  of  Franks  followed  them,  who  Gauik 
made  themfelves  matters  of  a  caftle  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Trent,  and  having  killed  Ragilo,  who  came  to  oppofe 
them,  pillaged  the  country  to  the  very  gates  of  Trent :  but 
Euin,  duke  of  that  city,  fallying  out  un'expctledly  againft 
them,  deftioyed  moft  of  them,  with  their  leader  Charam- 
nichis,  and  purfued  the  reft  to  the  Alps,  which  they  pafTed, 
leaving  their  booty  behind  *. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Lombards  extended  their  conquefts  TAep  ex^ 
in  Italy,  and  having  defeated  the  forces  of  the  exarch  Lon-  tend  their 
ginus,  reduced  the  cities  of  Sutri,  Bomarzo,  Orta,  Todi,  f'^'^y^c/?' 
Amelia,  Perugia,  Luccoli,  and  feveral  others  of  lefs  im*-  '*    ^"^* 
portance  :  but  in  the  mean  time  Tiberius,  who  had  fuc- 
cceded  Juftin,  dying,  Mauritius,  who  was  chofen  in  his 
room,  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  the  Lombards  hiade  in  Italy, 
refolved  to  put  a  ftop  to  their  victories,  and  if  pofiible>  to 
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drive  them  out  of  that  country.  With  this  view  be  re- 
called Longinus,  whom  he  judged  unequal  to  fuch  an  on- 
dertaking,  and  fcnt  Zamaragdus,  a  pcrfonof  great  prudence, 
and  vtrell  (killed  in  military  affairs.  Zamaragdus  landed  at 
Ravenna  with  a  confide rable  army  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  584,  and  taking  the  field  early  in  the  fpring,  furprifcd 
Broxillus,  now  BriSbllo,  a  place  of  great  ftrengthonthc 
Po.  He  likewife  prevailed  upon  Dro^ulf,  an  officer  of  ex- 
perience, to  revolt  from  the  Lombards,  who  had  raifedhim, 
though  by  nation  a  Suevian,  to  the  rank  of  a  duke,  and  to 
bring  over  with  him  a  confiderable  number  of  men.  At 
the  fame  time  Mauritius,  concerting  other  raeafurcstodc^ 
liver  Italy  from  the  yoke  of  the  Lombards,  had  recourfe  to 
Childebert,  king  of  the  Franks,  and  with  a  large  fum  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  engage  in  the  war  againft  the  Lom- 
bards. 

This  confederacy,  and  the  great  preparations  made  both 

by  Zamaragdus  and  Childebert,  alarmed  the  Lombards  to 

fuch  a  degree,  that  apprehending  they  fliould  not  be  able  to 

withftand  two  fuch  powerful  enemies,  fo  long  as  they  coo- 

tinned  divided  into  fo  many  petty  kingdoms,  they  refolved 

to  reftore  their  ancient  form  of  government,  tofubmitapm 

.  to  the  authority  of  a  fingle  perfon,.and  commit  to  his  are 

.   the  whole  management  of  fo  dangerous  a  war.    Puriuant 

Yr.  of  Fl.  ^^  ^j^jg  refolution,  they  affembled  in  585,  and  unanimoully 

A*a^585.  raifed  Autharis,  the  fon  of  Clephis,  to  the  throne.  Auiha- 

—  ris,  with  his  valour  and  prudence,  fo  eftablifhed  thekiogdom 

rhe  royal     of  the  Lombards,  that  notwithftanding  the  utmofteW 

authority     ^f  ti^e  Roman  emperors,  it  lafted  for  the  fpace  of  two  hun- 

olthm.  ^^^^  y^^^^-    ^^  ^^^  "^  '°^"^''  mounted  the  throne  than  he 

^^**^        *  undertook  the  recovery  of  Briffello,  refolved,  as  itvasa 

place  of  the  utmoil  importance,  to  force  it  out  of  ^"^^^J' 

rr)y*s  hands.   Droftulf,  who  was  in  the  town,  andexpe«e  > 

if  he  were  taken,  to  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  feventy  If 

the  Lombards,  made  fuch  a  vigorous  defence,  that  tbe»^? 

continued  a  long  time;  but  the  garrifon  being  ''^^"^^.^ 

great  extremity,  DroQulf  found  jneans  to  withdrawal 

^'■7\?^"  night,  and  repair  to  Ravenna.     Autharis,  being  thus  maiK 

Brtjillo.      pf  ^j^^  pj^^g^  difm^ntled  it,  that  it  might  ^^^^^fl^^ 

9S  a  place  of  refuge  to  the  enemy,  in  cafe  it  f^^^^v  v,  nut 
into  their  hands.     After  the  reduaion  of  Briffelb,  ^E 
his  troops  into  winter-quarters,  the  feafon  being  alrea  y 
advanced,  and  employed  himfelf  till  the  Allowing  r  ?^ 
partly  in  fettling  the  affair^  of  the  kingdom,  *"V   L. 
making  the  neceflary  preparations  for  the  enluiog 
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In  the  firft  place  he  took  upon  hi-m  the  name  of  Flavius, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  ufed,  in  imitation  of  the  Roman  em- 
perors, by  all  the  Lombard  kings  his  fucceflbrs.     In  the  Hiseom^ 
iccond  place,  confidering  that  the  dukes,  who  for  ten  years  duSto- 
had  ruled  with  abfolute  power  over  their  refpeciive  duke-  ^^^^^^^ 
doms,  would  not  willingly  part  with  all  their  authority,  he 
allowed  them  to  continue  in  their  governments  ;  but  oblig- 
ed them  to  contribute  one  moiety  of  their  revenues  towards 
the  maintenance  and  fupport  of  his  royal  dignity.     He  re-    • 
ferved  to  himfelf   the  fupreme  dominion  and   authority, 
and  took  an  oath  of  the  dukes,  that   in  time  of  war  they 
would  chearfully  aflSft  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 
Though  he  could  remove  the  dukes  at  his  -pleafure,  yet  he 
<ieprived  none  of  their  dukedoms,  except  in  cafes  of  trea- 
fon,  nor  gave  them  toothers  but  when  their  male  iflue  fail- 
ed *'.     And  this  was  the   origin  of  the  fiefs  in  Italy  (P), 
Having  fettled  matters  with  the  dukes  in  the  manner  we 
have  related,  he  enacted  feveral  wholefome  and  feafonablc 
laws   againft   theft,  rapine,  murder,  adultery,    and  other 
crimes,  which  at  that  time  prevailed  among  his  fubjefts. 
He  was  the  firft  of  the  Lombard  kings,  who,  renouncing 
Paganifm,  embraced 'the  Chriftian  religion  ;  and  his  exam-  Hi  em- 
pie  was  followed  by  moft  of  his  fqbjefts ;'  but  as  they  were  braces  thg 
all  inftrufted  by  Arian  bifliops,  they  continued  long  infefted  ^^J'M^^" 
with  that  herefy  ;  which  occafioned  great  difputes  between  '"''*'**• 
them  and  the  orthodox  bifhops  of  the  cities  fubjedl  to  their 
dominiont 

"   «r  Paul.  Diac.lib«iii.  cap.8,     Sigon.  de  Reg.  Ital.  lib.  2.  Regin« 
Jib,  i.  p.  517. 

(P)    Some  have    imagined,  owing  to   the  Lombards,  wlj^ 

that  fiefs  were  firfl  introduced  gave  them  a  certain  and  regular 

by  the  Lombards,  and,  in  imi-  form  ;  fo  that,  among  all  other 

tauon    of    them,   adopted    by  nations,    fuccellions,     acquifi- 

other  nations;    but    they  are  tions,    invellitures,  and  every 

certainly  miftaken  in  this  cop-  thing    clfe    relating    to  fiefs, 

je6lure,fince  it  is  manifeftfrom  were  r^ulated  by  the  cuftoms 

Aimonius.(i)  and   Gregory  of  and    laws    of  the    Lombards.' 

Tours  (2),  that  fiefs  had  been  Hereupon*  a  new  body  of  law* 

introduced  into   Gaul  by   the  fprung  up,  whioij   were  caljed 

Franks  feme  years  before  the  feudal   laws,    and  ftiil    are   in 

reign   of  Autharis,    who  firfl:  fome  provinces   of  Italy,  efpc- 

eftablifhed  them  in  Italy.     All  cially  in  the'  prefent  kingdom 

the  cuftoms    and   laws    which  of  Naples,  the  chief  part  of  the 

were  afterwards  introduced  and  jurifprudence» 
publifhed  concerning  fiefs,  are 

(r)  Aimon.  lib.  i.  ciip.  14..  (2}  Greg.  Tvirr*  lib.  W»  cap.  45. 

*  Autharis 
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Authans,  having  fettled  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom  dar« 
ing  the  winter,  received  news  early  in  the  fpring  that  ChiU 
CiuUehirt    debert»  king  of  the  Franks  had,  purfuant  to  his  agreement 
fntirs         with  the  emperor  Mauritius,  paifed  the  Alps  at  the  head  of 
1/ii/y,  A«/    ^  powerful  army.     Being  well  affured  that  he  had  not  fuf- 
^g/byAi'*  ficient  ftrength  to  withstand  him  in  the  field,  he  ordered 
thartjto       his  dukes  to  provide  their  cities  with  ftrong  garrifons,  and 
ntir€»         to  wait  within  their  walls  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  fending, 
at  the  fame  time,  ambafladors  to  Childebert,  with  rich  pre- 
fents,  to  fue  for  peace.     This  condu£l  was  attended  with 
the  de fired  fuccefs  ;  for  Childebert,  confidering  it   would 
^     prove  a  veiy  tedious  and  difficult  undertaking  to  befiege  fo 
many  cities,  accepted  the  prefents  fent  by  Autharis,  and 
returned  home.     Of  this   retreat   the  emperor  Mauritius 
loudly  complained,  and  reproaching  Childebert  with  breach 
of  faith,  infided  upon  his  returning  the  money  be  had  re« 
ceivtd,  amounting  to  fifty  thoufand  folidi,  for  making  war 
upon  the  Lombards,  if  he  did  not,  within  a  time  prefixed, 
perform  h^is  engagements.    Childebert,  unwilling  to  refund 
the  money,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  thinking  himfelf  bound 
in  honour  to  perform  fome  remarkable  fervice  in  favour  of 
his  ally,  worthy  of  fo  large  a  fum,  raifed  another  numerous 
army,  and  having  fupplied  them  with  every  thing  neceifary 
for  the  expedition,  ordered  them  to  march,  under  the  con- 
Heretnmu  du£i:  of  his  bed  generals,  into  Italy.     Autharis  had  for- 
hut  kis        merly  declined  a  battle,  and,  ading  only  defenfively,  had 
^/Tiv/f       ^^P^  ^*^  troops  within  the  fortified  towns ;  but  npw,  confi- 
difioud.     dering  that  if  he  fliould  have  the  good  fortune  to  cnifh  fo 
powerful  an  enemy,  other  nations,  as  well  as  the  Franks^ 
would  be  thereby  deterred  from  invading  his  dominions,  he 
refolved  to  alter  bis  conduft,  and  meet  the  enemy  in  the 
open  field.     With  this  view  he  muftered  all  the  forces  he 
had,   and   having  encouraged   them    with  an    animating 
fpecch,  marched  in  queft  oJF  the  enemy,  and  oflFered  them 
Iwttlc.     The  challenge  being  accepted  by  the   Franks,  a 
Woody  engagement  enfued,  in  which  both  armies  fought 
with  inexprefiible  fury ;  but  the  Franks  were,  in  the  end, 
utterly  defeated.     The  Lombards  purfued  them  with  great 
(laughter,  and  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  among  the  bar- 
ren mountains,  where  moft  of  them  periflied  with  hunger 
and  cold  ;  fo  that  very  few  retired  to  their  own  country- 
Jfafyim^  Childebert,  to  revenge  the  lofs  of  this  army,  fent  another 

tfo^ied         under  the  conduft  of  Anduald,  Olo,  and  Cedinus,  three 
again  by      generals  of  tried  valour,  and  long  experience  in  war.     Olo 
tktFrankrt  j^^j^  fiege  to  a  ftrong  caftle  called  Bilitio,  where  he  wa« 
killed  with  an  arrow,  and  moft  of  his  men  cut  off  in  a  fally 
by  the  beficged,    Cedinus  took  fome  ftrong  places  in  Cifal- 

pine 
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pine  GauU  now  Lombardy.     And  Anduald,  advancing  as 
far  as  Verona,  laid  fome  open  towns  in  afties,  carrying  with 
him  the  inhabitants  into  paptivity,  contrary  to  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  between  him  and  the  emperor ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  violent  diftempers  beginning-  to  rage  anvong  the 
Franks,  occafioned  by  the  hot  feafon  and  want  of  proviGonSf 
and  the  Lombards  remaining  within  their  fortified  towns, 
the  generals  of  the  Franks  thought  proper  to  retreat,  left 
the  Lombards  (hould  fall  upon  them  after  their  army  had 
been  confiderably  weakened  by  the  diftempers  that  daily  -^^-y.^. 
fwept  off  great  numbers.     On  their  return  they  were  re-  turnh^tra 
duced  to  fuch  mifery,  that  they  were  forced  firft  to  fell  'with.grtA 
their  cloaths,  and  at  laft  their  arms,  to  purchafe  provifions  *,  '£/^* 
Autharis,  thus  delivered  from  all  fear  of  fo  powerful  an 
enemy,  refolved  to  employ  his  whole  ftrength  in  fubduing 
fuch  provinces  of  Italy  as  were  ftill  pofleSed  by  the  Ro- 
mans.    He  had  already  conquered  all  the  hither  Italy,  ex- 
cept the  dukedom  of  Rome,  and  the  exarchate,  which  was 
at  that  time  governed  by  Rom  anus,  who   had  fucceeded 
Zamaragdus,    and  comprifed  the  prefent  Bolognefe,  Ro- 
magna,  the  duchy  of  Urbino,  and  great  part  of  Picenum, 
BOW  La  |Marca.     The  provinces  which  conftitute  the  pre- 
fent kingdom  of  Naples,  were  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  Ro- 
mans, the  chief  cities  being  governed  by  their  dukes,  who 
were  all  immediately  under  the  exarch :  but  the  moft  power- 
ful among  them,  namely,  the  dukes  of  Naples,  Surrento, 
Amalfi,  Tarento,  and  Gaeta,  defpifing  the  exarchs,  ruled 
with  the  moft  abfolute  power. 

As  thefe  provinces  lay  at  a  great  diftance  from  Pavia,  the 
royal  feat  of  the  Lombards,  and  could  receive  fpeedy  fuc- 
coursby  feain  cafe  they  were  attacked,  the  emperors  kept 
but  fmall  garrifons  in  the  cities,  being  obliged  to  employ 
all  the  forces  they  could  fpare  in  the  Perfian  war,  which 
was  a  heavy  burthen  upon  them  at  the  fame  time.  Of  this 
cpircumftance  Autharis  was  well  apprifed ;  therefore,  leav- 
ing Rome  and  Ravenna  behind  him,  which  were  defended 
by  numerous  garrifons,  he,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  589, 
appointed  his  troops  to  rendezvous  at  Spoletum,  and,  pre-  ' 

tending  to  march  elfewhere,  turned  all  on  a  fudden,  and 
entered  Samfiiura,  which  province,  together  with  the  city  Autharis 
of  Bencvento,  he  reduced  almoft  without  oppofition.     En-  reduces 
icouraged  by  this  fuccefs  he  over-ran  all  Calabria.    Advanc-  Samnium^ 
ing  as  far  as  Rhegium,  on  the  fartheft  point  of  Italy,  he  %tl/^f^ 
rode  into  the  fea,  and  ftriking  with  his  lance  a  pillar  that  nevento.  * 
(lood  near  the  fliore,  "  Thus  far  (faid  he)  fliall  the  bounds 

3c  Qreg.  Turn  lib.  iv<  cap.  47.    Paul  Diac.  lib.  iii.  cap.  9. 
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of  the  Lombards  extend."    On  his  return  intoSamninm  he 
reduced  that  province  to  a  dukedom,  appointing  Zoto,  or 
^kt  firfl     Zotto,  firft  duke  of  Benevento,  which  he  made  the  melro- 
dmke  9f  p,e-  polls  of  Samnium.     Thus,  to  the  two  famous  dukedoma  of 
mveuio,      YxmW  and  Spoleto,  was  added  a  third,  which,  in  procefs 
of  time,  became  as  much  fuperior  to  the  other  two,  as  they 
exceeded  the  other  dukedoms  of  Italy.     Autharis,  after  the 
reduftion  of  Samnium,  refolved  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
exarchate,  and   the  dukedom  of  Rome;    but   apprehend- 
ing   he    might   be    diverted  by  Childebert,   king  of  the 
Franks,  from  purfuing  his  conquefts,  he  endeavdured  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  fo  troublefome  and  powerful  an  ene- 
my.    Accordingly,  he  difpatched  ambaffadors  to  Gontran, 
uncle  to  Childebert,  hoping,  by  his  mediation,  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  a  la  (ling  pacification  with  the  king  of  the 
Franks.    Gontran  readily  interpofed  ;  but  Autharis  did  not 
live  to  fee  the  fuccefs  of  the  mediation,  being  in  the  mean 
time  taken  off  by  poifon. 
Yr.  of  Fl      He  died  in  Pavia  on  the  thirteenth  of  September  590, 
»9^*       after  having  reigned  about  fix  years;  but  the  author  of  his 
A.D.  590.  iicath  was  never  known  *.     Autharis  had  married  Theude- 
Autharis     ^^^^»  the  daughter  of  Garibald  king  of  the  Boioarians; 
^^,  but  as  he  had  no  children  by  her,  the  Lombards,  upon  in- 

telligence of  his  death,  aflembled  in  Pavia  to  choofe  a  new 
king;  but,  being  divided  in  opinion^  they  referred  the  whole 
affair  to  Theudelinda,  having  firft  agreed  among  themfclves, 
that  the  perfon  fhe  (hould  choofe  of  the  dukes  for  her  huf* 
band,  (hould  be  inverted  with  the  royal  dignity.  That  ci- 
cellent  princefs,  to  fhew  herfelf  worthy  the  confidence  they 
repofed  in  her,  after  having  confulted  the  wifeft  men  of 
the  nation,  by  their  advice,  beftowed  herfelf  and  kingdom 
A^Mf  on  Agtlulf  duke  of  Turin,  a  perf&n  of  extraordinary  merit, 
ehftttking.  and  nearly  related  to  the  lite  king. '  Her  choice  being  ap- 
plauded by  the  whole  nation,  Agilulf,  after  his  marriage, 
was  crowned  king  of  the  Lombards  in  a  full  afiembly  held 
at  Milan  in  the  month  of  May,  591. 

In  the  firft  year  of  his  reign  died  Zotto,  the  firft  duke  of 

Benevento,  of  whom  we  find  nothing  in  hiftory  worthy  of 

notice,  except  his  plundering  and  deftroying  the  famous 

monaftery  of  Monte  Cafino,  built  about  fixty  years  before 

by  St.  Benedict,  and  already  wonderfully  enriched  with  the 

Arethis Ji'  donations  of  feveral  princes*.     Upon  his  death,  Agilulf 

c$n4(iuke     appointed  Arechis,  coufm  to  Gilulphus  duke  of  Friuli,  to 

^fBent.     fucceed  him  in  the  dukedom  of  Benevento.    The  dukes. 

»  Paul.  Diac.  lib.  lii.  cap.  18.  a  Greg.  Mag.  Dial.  lib.  ii« 

cap.  17.    Abb.  De  Nuce  Chron.  Cafin.  lib^  i«  cap.  a» 
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according  to  the  regulations  introduced  by  Autbaris^  could 
only  in  cafes  of  treafon  be  deprived  of  tbeir  dukedoms  j 
and,  upon  their  death,  they  were  fucceeded  by  their  male 
ifiuc,  if  the  king  judged  them  capable  of  fo  great  a  com- 
mand. If  the  duke  died  without  ifTue  male^  the  king  was 
at  liberty  either  to  choofe  another  in  his  room,  or  to  fup- 
prefs  the  dukedom :  and  indeed  feveral  dukedoms  were 
fiippreffed  by  the  prefetit  king,  the  dukes  having  attempted 
to  fhake  off  all  dependency,  and  to  ufurp  an  abfolute  power 
in  their  refpeftive  diftrifts.  The  example  of  Agilulf  was 
followed  by  his^fucceflbrs,  who,  declining  to  appoint  new 
dukes  in  the  room  0/  thofe  who  died  without  ilTue  male, 
reduced,  by  degrees,  the  dukedpms  to  a  very  fmall  number. 
During  the  government  of  Arechis,  which  lafted  for  the 
fpace  of  fifty  years,  the  bounds  of  the  dukedom  of  Bene- 
vento  were  greatly  extended  ;  for,  at  that  prince's  death, 
they  reached  on  one  fide  to  the  city  of  Naples,  and  on  the 
other  to  Sipontum,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Garganus,  in 
Apulia. 

But  to  return  to  Agilulf:  he  was,  foon  after  his  eleftion,  Agifmlf 
perfuaded  by  Theudelinda,  who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  '*»^''^<'« 
catholic  religion,  to  renounce  the  errors  of  Arius  ;  and  his  /^^f^l^ 
example  was  followed  by  great  numbers  of  his  fubjefts, 
fome  of  them  abjuring  Paganifm,  and  others  the  dottrine 
of  Arius,  to  embrace  the  orthodox  faith.     Hence  Theude- 
linda is  much  commended  by  Gregory  the  Great,  who  in- 
fcribed  to  her  the  four  books  of  the  Lives  of  the  Saints, 
which  he  had  compofed..    She  had  done  all  that  lay  in  her 
power  to  induce  Autharis,  herfiift  hufband,  toprofefs  the 
Catholic  faith ;  but  to  no  purpofe,  that  prince  refufing  to 
quit  the  religion  in  which  he  had  been  educated  **.     Agi- 
lulf, in  the  third  yfear  of  his  reign,  was  forced  to  turn  his 
arms  againft   his  own  countrymen;  for  Minulf,  duke  of  Some  Jukes 
the  ifl-ind  of  St.  Julian,  and  Gaidulf,  duke  of  Bergamo,  ''^^'^  *«^ 
revolting,  claimed  an  abfolute  authority  in  their  refpec-  '^y'^^^ff 
tive  diftrifts.     Agilulf  marched  againft  them,  and  having  ^  ^'   ^* 
found  means  to  get  Minulf  into  his  power,  he  put  him  to 
death,  becaufe  he  had  formerly  revolted  to  the  Franks,  and 

1'oined  Childebert  in  the  irruption  he  made  into  Italy.  He 
)efieged  Gaidulf  in  the  city  of  Bergamo  ;  but  upon  his  fu- 
ing  for  peace,  and  fubmitting,  he  was  received  again  into 
favour.  About  the  fame  time  Ulfaris,  another  duke,  but 
of  what  place,  we  are  not  told,  refufing  to  acknowlege  the 
authority  of  Agilulf,  raifed  great  difturbances,  which  were 

quelled  not  without  blcodihed ;  yet^  Ulfaris  not  only  ob-» 

* 
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tained  his  pardon^  but  was  confirmed  by  the  king  In  fais 
>  dukedom. 

While  the  arms  of  Agiiulf  were  thus  employed  agalnil 
the  rebellious  dukes,  Romanus,  who  had  fucceeded  Zama** 
ragdus  ia  the  exarchate,  feizing  fo  favourable  an  opportu- 
nity»  broke  the  truce  which  he  had  lately  made,  and  fur- 
^he  ex*       prii'ed  feveral  cities  belonging  to  the  Lombards.    In  con(e-» 
mrch/itr^     quence  of  thefe   hoftilities^   the  king,  aiTembling  all  his 
prifesftve-  forces,  marched  againfl  the  exarch,  who,  at  his  approach, 
r    attest    retired  to  Ravenna,  leaving  fmall  garrifons  in  the  towns  he 
which  are    had  taken.     Upon  his  retreat,  Agiiulf  eafily  recovered  the 
rteavenJ    cities  he  had  feized.     Perugia  alone*  held  out  for  feme 
kfjgiiuif.   tjnie,  being  defended  by  Maurifius  duke  of  the  place,  who 
had  delivered  it  to  the  Romans ;  but  at  length,  the  city  was 
forced  to  furrender.     Maurifius  attempted  to  make  his  es- 
cape j  but  was  taken,  and,  by  the  king's  order,  depriyedof 
life.     From  Perugia  Agiiulf  marched  into  the  Roman  duke* 
dom,  and,  having  laid  it  wade,  encamped  with  his  army 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  city ;  but  Theudelinda,  at  the 
'    earned  requeft  of  Gregory  the  Great,  then  bifliop  of  Rome, 
prevailed  upon  her  hufband  to  grant  a  peace  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city,  and  retire  *^.     The  prifoner^  taken  by  the 
Lombards  on  this  occafion,  were  all  ranfomed  by  Gregory 
the  Great,  the  other  catholic  bifhops  generouily  contribut- 
y;6#  empe*    ing  to  fo  good  a  work  **.   In  Sicily,  Stephen,  fent  from  Con-» 
ror^sjub'     ftantinople  to  guard  the  coafts  of  that  iflandi  committed  fuch 
^^^(T^j'b      ^^P^"^»  ^^  many  adls  of  violence   and  injuftice,  that  there- 
ijiScirs,    ^^^*^  ^^  them  could  hardly  be  contained,  fays  Gregory  the 
J^ituif       Great,  in  one  volume.     A  peace  was  foon  after  concluded, 
€ondudts  a  by  means  of  this  prelate,  between  Agiiulf  and  the  exarch 
peace  with  Callinicus,  who,  upon  the  death  of  Romanus,  had  been 
the  Romans  ^^^^  from  Conftantinople  to  fucceed  him  in  his  government. 
franks.  ^'  ^^^  izrtiQ  time  Theodebert,  the  fucceffor  of  Childe- 

bcrt,  was  perfuaded,  not  only  to  conclude  a  peace,  but  to 
enter  into  an  alliance,  with  the  king  of  the  Lombards.   This 
peace  with  the  Romans  and  Franks  proved  very  feafonable; 
^kne         for,  foon  after,  three  of  the  dukes,  rebelling,  raifed  great 
dukes  re-      dtilurbances  in  the  kingdom,  and  gave  rife  to  a  civil  war. 
hell  hut      xhefe  were  Zangrulf  duke  of  Verona,  Gaidulf  or  Gandulf 
^melfl^'    duke  of  Bergamo,  and  Warnecaut  a  third  duke,  but  of  what 
jgiiuiff    .   place,  we  are  not  told.  Agiiulf,  marching  againfl:  the  confe- 
euidput  t9    derates^  defeatedthem  entirely;  and,  having  taken  thefechiefs 
Math.         prifoners,  ordered  all  three  to  be  put  to  death,  in  order  to 
deter  the  other  dukes  from  following  their  ex;^mple.   While 
he  was  engaged  in  this  domeftic  war,  the  exarch  Callinicus^ 

c  Gt^.  Mag.  lib.  iv.  ep«  33.  &  lib.  vii.  ep.  30.        '  Idem  ibi<f. 
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in  manifeft  breach  of  the  treaty,  which  had  beftn  lately 
concluded,  furprifed  the  city  of  Parma,  in  which  he  found 
a  confiderable  treafure,  and  took  the  king's  daughter,  and 
her   hufband  Godefcalk   prifoners.     This  breach  of  faith  Thvtmr 
in  the  exarch  provoked  the  king  of  the  Lombards  to  fuch  a  *"^'*  ^^ 
degree,  that  he  refolved  topurfue  the  war,  which  had  been  '^^'"^^^ 
thus  begun  by  the  Romans,  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  and  * 

not  to  lay. down  his  arms  till  he  had  driven  them^  if  pof- 
fible,  entirely  out  of  Italy.  Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  he 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  Chagan  king  of  the  Avares, 
who  undertook  to  make  a  powerful  diveriion  in  Thrace, 
ivhile  Agilulf  carried  on  the  war  in  Italy. 

The  king  of  the  Lombards,  having  raifed  a  confiderable 
army,  and  finding  that  the  exarch  declined  meeting  him  in 
the  field,  marched  from  Milan,  where  his  troops  had  af- 
fembled,  to  Cremona,  which  he  inverted  on  all  fides.  The 
Roman  garrifon  made  a  vigorous  refidance ;  but  defpairing 
of  relief,  were  obliged,  after  having  held  out  for  a  months 
to  furrender  the  place,  which,  by  the  king's  orders,  was  le- 
velled with  the  ground.  From  Cremona  he  led  his  army,  fr9mnvfmm 
reinforced  by  a  body  of  Sclavi,  fent  him  by  his  ally  the  king  J^g^^^V 
of  the  Avares,  againft  the  cities  of  Padua  and  Mantua,  which  *^'fiy^ 
Mrere  both  taken,  plundered,  and  laid  in  aflies,  the  garri- 
fons  being  allowed  to  retire  to  Ravenna,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants to  withdraw.  While  Agilulf  thus  purfued  his  con- 
quers in  Italy,  Chagan,  invading  Thrace,  committed  dread- 
ful ravages.  Having  over-run  that  province,  and  Moefia, 
he  approached  the  imperial  city  with  his  numerous  army ; 
a  circumftanee  which  alarmed  the  inhabitants  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  they  thought  of  quitting  Europe,  and  retiring 
with  their  valuable  effefts  to  Chalcedon,  and  other  places 
in  Afia.  In  the  mean  time,  Chagan  was  obliged  to  retreat 
by  a  plague,  which  broke  out  in  his  army,  and  carried  off 
feven  of  his  fons  in  one  day.  Upon  his  departure,  he  offer- 
ed to  releafe  all  his  prifoners,  of  whom  he  had  twelve  thou- 
fand,  at  a  crown  a  head  ;  but  his  offer  being  rejefled  by 
Mauritius,  who  was  a  prince  of  a  narrow  parfimoniou$ 
temper,  Chagan,  in  great  indignation,  ordered  all  the  cap- 
tives to  be  put  to  the  fword.  During  this  war  died  the  ex- 
arch Callinicus,  who  had  firft  begun  it ;  and  in  his  room 
was  fent  Zamiaragdus  to  govern  Italy  a  fecond  time,  with 
orders  from  the  emperor  to  releafe  the  king's  daughter,  with 
her  hufband,  and  to  reftore  the  whole  treafure  that  had 
been  feized  by  his  predeceffor  in  the  city  of  Parma-  By 
this  generous  behaviour,  Agilulf  was  fo  far  won,  as  to 
grant  the  Romans  a  truce  from  the  month  of  September 
till  the  following  April  ^ 

«  Greg,  lib,  ir.  ep.  33;  . 
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Yr.  of  FK       Daring  the  truce,  AgiluJf,  having  aifenibled  the  chief 
*9SS'       nien  of  the  nation  at  Milan,  declared^  in  their  prefetice^  hig 
A.D.  60$.  fon  Adaluald,  or,  as  others  call  him,  Aldonald,  yet  an  in- 
'  fant,  his  colleague,  and  caufed  him  to  be  crowned  in  the 

tSesAh      open  circus  with  great  folemnity.     After  this  ceremony,  the 
fin  Admlu'    peace  was  renewed  with  Theodebart,  king  of  the  Franks, 
mfdfar  his    whofe  ambafladors  were  prefent  at  the  inauguration  of  the 
folieagMi.     young  prince,  and  a  perpetual  league  concluded  between 
the  two  nations.     The  trace  with  the  Romans  being  ex- 
pired, the  liOmbards  began  hoftilities,  ftizing  on  the  two 
important  pods  of  Orbitum  and  Balneoregium  ;  but  the  ex- 
arch,  with  twelve  thoufand  folidi,  prevailed  upon  the  king 
to  reftore  them,  and  to  renew  the  truce  for  a  year,  which 
fitrara      the  king  employed  in  embellifliing  and  fortifying  Ferraia, 
m^A^^^'if   ^'^'  '^^^  ^^itnc  an  inconfiderable  village,  but  conveniently  0- 
V    5'"/'   tuated  on  the  Po,  and  on  that  account  furrounded  by  Agi- 
lulf  with  walls,  and  beautified  with  feveral   (lately  build- 
ings;  by  which  means  it  became,  by  degrees,  one  of  the 
mod  confidcrable  ci|ifs  in  thofe  parts,  and  has  continued 
fuch  ever  fince.     In  the  mean  time  the  truce  between  the 
king  and  the  exarch  expiring,  Zamaragdus  prevailed  upon 
the  king  to  renew  it  for  three  years  longer. 

Not  with  (landing  this  truce,  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  did 
not  enjoy  the  tranquility  they  had  promifed  themfelvesi 
Ifke  Hunns  for  Cacanus,  king  of  the  Hunns,  leaving  Pannonia,  made 
Ireak  into  a  fudden  irruption  into  the  dukedom  of  Friuli;  which  hera- 
thi  duU'  vaged  with  fire  and  fword.  Duke  Gilulf,  having  drawn  to- 
i^l'  gether  a  body  of  forces,  marched  out  againft  him;  but  in 

the  battle  that  enfued,  was  overpowered  by  the  enemy, and 
cut  off  with  moft  of  his  men.  Cacanus,  elated  with  this 
Vornm  Ja-  viftory,  befieged  Forum  Julii,  the  metropolis  of  the  duke- 
iii  betrayed  dom,  which  was  betrayed  by  Romilda,  the  deceafed  duke's 
ioihem-  widow,  upon  his  promifing  to  marry  her;  for  (he  is  faid  to 
have  been  captivated  by  the  comelinefs  of  the  young  prince 
in  feeing  him  from  the  walls;  but  he,  inftead  of  perform- 
ing his  promife,  caufed  her  to  be  put  to  an  ignominious 
death,  after  having  atufed  her  himfelf,  and  caufed  her  to 
be  in  like  manner  abufed  by  feveral  of  his  foldiers,  to  gra- 
tify, as  he  faid,  her  vicious  inclination.  Ihe  duke's  fons, 
Tato,  Caco,  Rodoald,  and  Grimoald,  found  means  to  make 
their  efcape  on  horfeback  ;  but  the  latter,  being  yet  a  child, 
was  overtaken  by  fome  of  the  enemy's  horfe,  and  delivered 
to  the  cuftody  of  one  of  them,  while  the  others  gurfued  the 
reft.  But  while  the  Hunn  rode  before  him  leading  his 
horfe,  he  fuddenly  gave  him  fuch  a  blow  on  the  head  with 
a  fword,  that  he  left  him  dead  on  the  fpot;  and  then  riding 
full  fpecd,  overtook  his  brothers,  and,  together  with  them, 
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tttchtA  a  neighbouring  caftle.    The  Hunns,  upon  their  de-  "^heir  cru^ 
parture^  carried  with  them  all  the    inhabitants  who  had  ^'^  '•  ^^' 
fallen  mto  their  hands,  pretending,  that  they  defigned  to  ^^^^^ 
allot  them  lands  in  Pannonia  ;  but  having  reached  the  con- 
fines, they  put  all  the  men  to  the  fword,  and  carried  the 
women  and  children  into  captivity  ^ 

While  the  Hunns  were  thus  ravaging  the  dukedom  of 
Friuti,  great  difturbances  happened  in  Ravenna.     Joannes 
Ijcmigius,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  emperor  Heratlius  to 
fucceed  Zamaragdus  in  the  exarchate,  levying  heavier  taxes 
on  the  people  than  they  had  formerly  paid,   the  multitude 
riiing,  broke  into  the  palace,  and  tore  the  exarch  to  pieces,  The  exarch 
together  with  the  judges,  whom  he  had  affembled  for  the  ^^^'^'^ 
admin ift ration  of  jirftice.     When  intelligence  of  this  mu- 
tiny was  brought  to  Naples,  Joannes  Compofinus,  who  go- 
verned that  city  for  the  emperor  with  the  title  of  duke, 
thought  he  could  not  have  a  more  favourable  opportunity 
of  (baking  off  all  dependence,  and  making  himfelf  abfolute 
lord  of  the  city  committed  to  his  charge.     Accordingly,  he  The  duke  of 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  acknowleged  by  the  inhabitants  for  Naples  re* 
their  prince,  and  provided  the  city  with  a  ftrong  garrifon,  ^'^* 
not  doubting  btit  forces  would  foon  be  difpatched  againft 
him  either  from  Ravenna  or  Conftantinople.     Heraclius, 
upon  the  firft  intimation  he  received  of  the  murder  of  the 
^xarchy  and  the  rebellion  of  the  duke,  appointed  Eleuthe- 
riusy  his  chamberlain,  a  perfon  greatly  efteemed  for  his  pru- 
dence and  valour,  to  fucceed  Lemigius  in  the  exarchate, 
enjoining  him  (o  appeafe  the  mutiny  in  Ravenna,  and  then 
march,  with  alt  the  troops  under  his  command,  againfl: 
Compofinus,  the  rebellious  duke  of  Naples.     Eleutherius, 
arriving  at  Ravenna,  punished  thofe  he  found  guilty  of  the 
murder  of  his  predeceflor  with  death  ;  and  having  thug 
<}uelled  the  tumult,  fet  out  on  his  march  for  Naples,  with 
2tll  the  troops  he  could  afTemble.     He  took  his  route  through 
Rome,  where  he  was  received  with  demonftrations  of  joy 
by  the  inhabitants,  who  were  greatly  attached  to  the  em- 
perors, and  bore  an  implacable  averfion  to  the  Lombards. 
From  Rome  the  exarch  purfued  his  march  to  Naples,  where  Naples  re* 
he  was  for  fome  time  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the  garrifon  ;  '»^'^»  <««' 
but  havinjg  reduced  the  city,  he  put  the  duke  to  death,  and  tjff!^^ 
appointing  another  in  his  room,  returned  to  Ravenna '.         death. 

During  thefe  difturbances,  Agilulf  died  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  his  reign.     He  was  the  6rft  of  the  Lombard 

:  f  Greg.  Mag.  lib.  iv.  ep  3^.  cldem  ibid.  cap.  34.    Anaihif. 

Bibliothec.  in  Deufdedit.  Camil.  Pel.  in  DiiTert.  De  due.  Benevent. 

P-  S3- 

Vol.  XVII.  G  g  fcingi 


45® 


Yr  of  Fl. 
A.  D.  615. 

Adaluald 
fuccetdi  his 
father  Agi- 
hi/in  the 
kingdom  of 
the  Lorn* 
barcU* 


JJeulhi 
rius,  the 
exarch, 
li'kei  upon 
ftifft  the 
title  of 


The  Hiftoij  of  the  Lombards. 

kings  who  embraced  the  catholic  fakh ;  and  his  examine 
being  followed  by  great  numbers  of  his  fubje&s,  the  Lomr 
bards  became  lefs  odious  to  the  inhabitants  of  Italy,  and 
their  government  more  tolerable.  By  the  advice  of  his 
queen  Theudelinda^  he  rebuilt  the  churches  which  bad  been 
deRroyed  in  the  former  warS)  repaired  the  mooafteriea* 
and  enriched  both  with  large  pofleffions  \ 

Agilulfwas  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Adaluald,  whom  he 
had  taken  fome  years  before  for  his  colleague.  As  he  was 
ftill  very  young,  he  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  governed  by  bis 
mother  Theudclinda,  who  applied  herfelf  wholly  to  works 
of  piety  and  religion  ;  fo  that,  during  his  reign,  the  Lom-r 
bards  enjoyed  profound  tranquility.  But  great  difturbance^ 
happened  in  the  exarchate ;  for  Eleutherius  the  exarch, 
elated  with  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  him  agaiuQ:  the 
duke  of  Naples,  and  forgetting  that  virtue  and  moderatioa, 
which  till  then  had  recommended  him  to  the  efleem  of  the 
emperor  and  all  the  Romans,  began  to  entertain  thoughts 
of  ufurping  the  fovereignty  of  italy»  The  great  diftance 
between  him  and  the  emperor,  the  authority  he  bad  ia 
thofe  parts,  and  the  war  with  the  Saracen;;,  ii>  which  the 
emperor  was  then  engaged,  afforded  hixn,  h^  thought,  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  accomplifbing  his  defign.  Having 
therefore,  in  the  firft  place,,  gained  the  affediott  of  the  foU 
diery  by  feveral  popular  a^s  of  condefcertfion,.  but,  above 
all,  by  paying  their  arrears,,  which  had  been  long  due,, 
he  refolved  to  fet  out  for  Roxne  with  his  whole  army,  and 
caufe  himfelf  to  be  acknowleged  king  of  Italy,  ^e  was  en*, 
couraged  to  this  ftep,  by  the  news  he  received  of  the  death^ 
of  Deufdedtt,  bifhop  of  that  city  \  for  he  thought  tbat,  while 
the  people  were  bufied  ia  the  eleflion  of  a  fucceffor,  he 
might,  with  great  eafe,feize  on  the  city,  and  then  influence 
the  election,  fo  a^  to  have  one  of  his  own  friends  rai fed  to 
that  fee.  But  on  hi&  march  he  was  informed  that  Boni- 
face, the  fifth  of  that  name,  was  already  ele£ted  ^  a  circum- 
ftance  which  obliged  him  to  alter  his  meaCures  t  fox  having 
commanded  the  army  to  halt,  he  made  a  plaufible  fpeech^ 
inveighing  againfl  the  diforders  and  abufes  wbich  then 
prevailed,  promifed  to  rcdrcfe  all  grievances  to  ibetr  fatif-- 
fa£%ion,  and  afTured  them  of  his  favour  and  prote£^ioiib. 

Having  by  his  fpeech  attached  them,  as  he  imagined,  to. 
bis  intcreft,  he  openly  afTumed  the  title  of  king,  telling 
them,  at  the  fanie  time,  tbat  he  was  rnarching  to  Rome,iA« 
order  to  be  vefted  there,  as  in  the  mofl  proper  place,  with 
the  enfigns  of  royalty.     The  army  was  greatly  fcurprifed  at 
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the  cotxduA  of  their  general ;  but  did  not,  however,  openlf 
oppofe  it  till  fome  days  after,  when,  arriving  at  Luceoli, 
they  began  to  mutiny  :  no  longer  confidering  Eleatherius 
as  their  general,  bat  as  a  traitor  and  ufurper,  they  flew  him>  hut  is  killed 
and  fending  his  head  to  the  emperor  at  Conftantinople,  re-  *>*  ^^^fil- 
turned  to  Ravenna  '•  Heraclius  appointed  Ifaaccius,  a  pa-  ^^* 
trician^  to  govern  Italy  in  his  room.  In  the  beginning  of 
his  adminillration,  Gregory,  a  patrician,  who  governed  for 
the  emperor  in  thofe  parts,  pretending  great  kindnefs  for 
Tato,  the  young  duke  of  Friuli,  invited  the  youth  to  Opti- 
gerium,  where  he  refided,  in  order  to  adopt  him,  as  he  pre^ 
tended,  for  his  fon.  Tato,  not  fXifpefting  the  leaft  tiea-> 
chery,  immediately  con^plied  with  the  invitation,  taking 
with  him  his  fecond  brother  Caco,  and  fevcral  other  per- 
fons  of  di(lin£lion  ;  but  they  had  no  fooner  entered  the  Tkt  trea* 
town,  than  Gregory,  having  caufed  the  gates  to  be  fhut,  or-  ^^'^  **/ 
dered  his  men  to  attack  them.  The  two  brothers,  and  their  ^'"'-S^CX' 
followers^  defended  themfelves  for  fome  time  with  great 
courage,  killing  great  numbers  of  the  aggreflbrs ;  but  being 
purfued  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  overpowered  with  multitudes, 
and  quite  fpent,  they  were  in  the  end  all  cut  off.  Gregory, 
by  this  inhuman  piece  of  treachery,  hoped  to  make  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  whole  duchy,  the  two  remaining  brothers, 
Rodoald  and  Grimoald,  being  very  young.  But  their  uncle 
Grafulf,  informed  of  what  had  happened,  haitened  to  Fo- 
rum Julii,  and  taking  upon  himfelf  the  adminiftration,  con- 
trived matters  fo  flcilfully,  that  Gregory  thought  it  prudent 
to  make  no  farther  attempts.  Grafulf  kept  the  dukedom 
for  himfelf ;  and  the  two  brothers,  Rodoald  and  Grimoald, 
not  thinking  themfelves  fiife  while  in  his  power,  fled  to 
Arechis,  the  fecond  duke  of  Beneventum,  by  whom  they 
were  kindly  received,  and  entertained  in  a  manner  fuitable 
to  their  rank  ^. 

In  the  eighth  year  of  Adaluald's  reign,  Eufebius  was 
fcnt  by  the  emperor  Heraclius,  with  the  charafter  of  am-  . 
baflador,  to  conclude  a  lading  peace  with  the  king  of  the 
Lombards,  and  to  fettle  other  affairs  of  great  importance. 
He,  having  gained  the  confidence  of  the  king,  either  of  his 
own  fuggeftion,  or  in  compliance  with  his  private  inftruc- 
tions,  prefented  him,  as  he  came  out  of  the  bath,  with  a  ' 
draught,  which  foon  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  fenfes, 
and  brought  him  to  a  kind  of  melancholy  madnefs.  While 
he  was  in  this  condition,  Eufebius,  pretending  that  his 
nobles  had  enteredintoaconfpiracyagainft.him,advifedhii]9 
to  put  the  mod  powerful  among  them  to  death.    The  king 
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followed  his  advice,  and  immediately  canfed  twelve  of  tfic 
chief  nobility  to  be  inhumanly  maflacred ;  an  outrage  whiclf 
alarmed  the  reft  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  taking  up  arms,  they 
removed  both  him  and  his  mother  Theudelinda  from  the 
government,  and  raifed  to  the  throne  Ariovald,  duke  of 
Turin,  who  had  married  Gundeberg,  the  filler  of  Adaiauld. 
This  revolution  occafioned  great  diftarbances  among  the 
Lombards,  and  rent  their  kingdom  into  two  parties.  Ario- 
vald was  fuppoTted  by  the  nobles,  who  bad  depofed  Adalu- 
ald,  and  all  the  bifliops  beyond  the  Po,  Who  eameftly  en- 
deavoured to  gain  the  reft  to  thdr  party.  On  the  other 
'  hand  Honorius,  bifhop  of  Rome,  efpoirfcd  with  great  zeal 
the  caufe  of  the  depofed  king,  and  left  no  ftonc  unturned 
t6  get  him  reftored  to  the  throne,  incited  thereto  by  the 
jcgard  he  had  for  Theudelinda,  to  whofe  piety  the  catholic 
religion  was  highly  indebted,  and  by  his  averfion  to  Ario- 
vald, who  held  the  tenets  of  Arius,  and  had  been  brought 
up  in  rhcttperfuafidn.  fie  found  means  to  gain  ifaactins, 
the  exarch,  over'tti^his  party,  and  prevailed  upon  htm  to  join 
the  friends  of  Adaluald  with  all  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand. He  likewife  compelled  the  bifliops  who  had  efpoufed 
the  canfc  of  Ariovald,  to  abandon  that  prince,  and  dechfe 
for  Adalnald  v  bnt  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  efforts  both 
of  the  po]ic  and  the  exarch,  Ariovald  maintained  himfclf 
Adaluald  on  the  thrionc  ;  and  Adaln'.tld  dying  feafonably,  fome  fay  of 
''^•'i  poifon,    an   f'nd    vi'^s  put  to  the    domeftic  troubies   that 

threatened  thf  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  with  total  deftnic- 
tion  ^  Theudclinda  vtras  fo  affeded  with  the  misfortunes 
of  her  fon,  that  (he  fell  into  a  confumption,  which  in  a 
flrort  time  brought  her  to  the  grave.  She  was  a  princcfs  no 
fefs  commendable  for  her  exemplary  piety  than  for  the  ex- 
cellent endowments  of  her  mind,  and  worthy,  on  account 
of  both,  to  be  ranked  among  the  moft  illuftrious  wonicn  re- 
corded in  hiftorv. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Ariovald  reigned  nine  yt^n  after  the  death  of  Theudc- 
linda,  during  which  time  the  Lombards  enjoyed  profound 
trnhquility  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Only  fon^e  diilurb- 
ances  happened  in  the  royal  family,  which  gave  the  king 
great  uneafinefs.  One  of  the  chief  lords  at  court,  named 
Adalu^f,  having  foHcited  the  queen,  with  whom  he  was 
paflionatcly  in  love,  to  comply  with  his  unlawful  defire,  aiM 
his  propofal  being  r^jefted  with  the  utmoft  indignation,  the 
forer,  appreheilding  (l^e  wonld  difcover  the  \^ole  to  her 
hnfband,  refolded  to  be  beforehand  with  her,  and  prepoffefs 
the  king  againft  thfe  virtuous  princefs.     Accordingly,  pre- 
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-lending  great  zeal  for  bis  fafety,  he  aflured  him,  that  the 
<}ueeti  was  confpiring  againft  hts  life  with  Tato,  duke  of 
Etruria,  who  was  to  marry  her  after  his  death.  Ariovald, 
tranfported  with  rage  and  jealoufy,  without  farther  enquiry, 
ordered  the  innocent  queen  to  be  clofely  confined  in  the 
caftle  of  Ameilum,  where  flie  continued  till  Clotair,  king 
of  the  Frafiks,  pitying  her  condition,  expoftulatcd  with  her 
hu(band  for  thus  treating  a  princefs  of  the  royal  blood  of 
the  Franks,  and  ftripping  her  of  her  dignity,  upon  the  de- 
poiition  of  a  (ingle  evidence*  Ariovald  replied,  that  he 
wa^  fully  convinced  of  her  guilt ;  whereupon  the  am^aiTa- 
dors  of  the  Franks,  purfiaant  to  their  inftrudions,  propofed 
trying  the  caufe  by  a  fingle  cohibat  between  the  accufer^ 
and  one  of  the  queen's  friends,  according  to  the  cuftom 
that  then  prevailed  among  the  Lombards,  and  moll  of  the 
northern  nations.  As  the  king  could  not  rejeft  this  pro- 
pofal,  Adalulf  was  obliged  to  enter  the  lifts  againft  Pillo, 
by  Paulus  Diaconus  called  Carell,  who  having  with  great 
eafe  vanquiihed  the  accufer,  the  queen  was  releafed,  and 
rcilored  to  her  former  dignity* 

Not  long  after  this  incident,  ArioTald  died ;  and  as  he  Arlovmld 
left  no  iflue  male  behind  him,  the  dukes  aflembled,  upon  '''^^i 
the  news  of  his  death,  to  choofe  another  in  his  room  ;  but 
not  being  able  to  agree  in  the  choice,  they  refolved  to  pay 
the  fame  regard  to  Gundeberg  which  they  had  formerly 
paid  to  Theudelinda,  allowing  her  to  choofe  whom  (he 
pleafed  for  her  hufband,  dnd  their  king.     Gundcberg  made 
choice  of  Rotharts,  duke  of  Brcfcia,  a  perfon  equal  in  every  yr.  of  FU 
refpeft  to  that  elevated  ftation,  but  tainted  with  the  Arian      %^%^. 
herefy^  whence,  in  his  time,   there  were  two  bifliops  in  A.D.  63^. 
moft  cities  of  Italy,  the  one  catholic  and  the  other  Arian  "*.  t-^ — — 
He  is  no  left  commended  by  the  writers  of  thofc  times  for    ■.   X/>« 
his  equity  and  moderation  than  for  his  valour  and  prudence,  i„  ^j^  ^gg^, 
and  was  the  firft  who  gave  written  laws  to  the  Lombards. 
His  example  was  followed  by  the  other  kings  his  fucceffors ; 
fo  that,  in  proccfs  of  time,  a  new  code  of  laws  appeared, 
called  the  Longobard  Laws,  which  prevailed  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces fubjeft  to  that  nation,  that  is,  all  over  Italy,  except 
the  exarchate  of  Ravenna,  and  dukedoms  of  Rome,  Naples, 
Gaeta,  and  Amalfi,  and  the  maritime  cities  of  Apulia,  Ca- 
labria, and  Lucaniay  which  continued  fubjeft  to  the  empe- 
rors, the  Lombards  being  mafters  of  all  the  other  cities  and 
provinceB.     The  Lombards  had  no  written  laws  till  the  time  Rotharts 
of  Rotharis ;  but  had  been  governed  by  cuftoms  handed  \^*fiKfl 
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down  to  them  hj  tradition.  Rotharis,  therefore,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Romans  and  Goths,  undertook  the  publifliing  of 
written  laws ;  and  to  thofe  he  enaded  many  were  added 
by  fucceeding  princes.  Rotharis,  the  firft  lawgiver  among 
the  Lombards,  having  fummoned,  in  the  year  643,  a  gene- 
ral diet  in  Favia,  ena£led,  with  the  approbation  of  his 
nobles,  feveral  laws,  which  he  caufed  to  be  committed  to 
writings  and  inferted  in  an  edi£t«  This  edifb,  contsdning 
no  fewer  than  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  laws>  was  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  eighth  year  of  kiiig  Rotharis's  reign,  that  is,  in 
the  year  644,  in  all  the  provinces  under  his  dominion,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  dukedom  of  Benevento,  which  was  reputed 
at  this  time,  as  it  had  greatly  extended  its  bounds,  the  beit 
part  of  the  kingdonx  of  the  Lombards.  The  example  of 
Rotharis  was  followed  by  the  other  Lombard  kings  his 
fuccefibrs,  efpecially  by  GrimoaJd,  Luitprand,  Racbis, 
and  Aftolphus  -,  but  the  laws  of  Rotharis  far  exceeded  in 
number  thofe  of  the  other  princes.-  The  reign  of  king  Rcw 
tharis  is  not  only  memorable  for  the  laws  that  prince  eo- 
acled,  but  for  the  conqueils  he  made;. for,  not  thinking 
faimfelf  bound  by  the  treaty,  which  his  predecefibr  had^con-* 
eluded  with  the  exarch,  he  ruflied  fuddenly  into  the  Alpes 
JUr$duces  Cottiac ;  and  having,  almofl  without  oppofition,  fubdued 
Cotf^^'^d  ^^^  province,  he  led  his  army  ag^inft  the  cities  of  Opitev^ 
fe*uiral  gi""^>  "^^  Odcrzo,  and  Trevifo,  which  he  eafily  reduced, 
citia.  with  all  the  cities  in  the  province  of  Venetia«  tilt  that  time 

held  by  the  Romans*     Ifaaccius,  then  exarch,  alarmed  at 
this  fudden  and  unexpeded  invafion,  muftered  all  his  forces  ; 
but  not  having  been  able  to  alTemble  them  in  time  to  cover 
the  above  mentioned  places,  he  broke  with  great  violence 
into  the  dominions  of  the  Lombards,  ravaging  them  with 
fire  and  fword.     Rotharis  was  then  employed  in  the  fiege 
of  Perugia  :  which  city  he  had  no  fooner  reduced,  than  he^ 
marched  with  his  whole  army  in  qucft  of  the  exarch,  whom 
he  met  on  the  confines  of  iEmilia,  and  offered  him  battle. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  The  exarch  accepted  the  challenge ;  fo  that  an  engagement 
1986.      enfued,  in  which  the  Romans  were  iktterly  defeated,  eight 
A.  D.  6j8.  thoufand  being  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  -obliged  to 
T~~7^  fave  themfelves  by  a  precipitate  and  difprderly  flight.    From 
i^^arch  a     ^^^^  '*"™^  to  ^^^  reign  of  Luitprand,  no  a£ls  of  hoftility 
toiai  over-  paffed  between  the  exarchs  and  the  kings  of  the  Lombards, 
throw,        the  latter  being  fatisfied  with  their  new  conquefts,  and  the 
former  glad  to  enjoy  unmolefted  the  territories  that  remained 
under  the  dominion  of  the  emperors  °.    . 
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About  this  period  Mauritius,  who  had  been  appointed 
dnike  or  governor  of  Rome  by  Heraclius,  taking  advantage 
of  the  diftraf^ed  ftate  of  the  empire,  occaiioned  by  the 
ufurpation  of  Heracleon,  and  the  invaiion  of  the  Saracens, 
usurped  the  fovcreignty  of  the  city  committed  to  his  charge ; 
btit  an  end  was  foon  put  both  to  his  life  and  ufurpation  ; 
for  the  exarch  Ifaccius  was  no  footier  informed  of  what  had  ^  reheWon 
pafled  at  Rome,  than  he  difpatched  againft  the  ufurper  one  in  Rnme 
of  his  officers^  a  perfon  of  great  authority,  with  a  confider-  fupprejfed 
able  fum  of  money,  and  at  the  head  of  his  beft  troops.  This  ^y  'j^^  '*• 
commander,  marching  up  to  the  walls  of  the  city,  caufed  ^^^  * 
a  declaration  to  be  ready  wherein  Mauritius  was  proclaimed 
a  rebel,  and  not  only  a  pardon  promifed,  but  a  copfiderable 
gratuity  to  all  who  ihould  quit  the  traitor,  and  return  to 
their  duty.    Upon  this  encouragement  Mauritius  was  aban- 
doned by  all  his  troops,  and  forced,  as  he  had  no  other  re- 
fource,  to  take  fan£luary  in  a  church ;  but  he  was  dragged 
from  thence,  and,  by  an  order  from  the  exarch,  beheaded, 
after  he  had  been  for  fome  time  kept  in  chains.     Not  long 
after  Ifaaccius  died,  and  Theodorus  Calliopa  was  fent  by 
the  emperor  to  fucceed  him  in  the  exarchate,     Theodorus 
governed  Italy  with  great  reputation  forfeven  years,  that  is, 
from  the  year  643  to  650,  when  Olympius  was  appointed 
exarch  in  his  room.     Olympius  gained  feveral  advantages 
over  the  Saracens  in   Sicily,  and  at  laft  drove  them  out  of 
that  ifland,  but  died  in  the  third  year  of  his  exarchate,  be- 
ing entirely  exhaufted  by  the  toils  and  fatigues  he  underwent 
in  that  expedition.     Upon  his  death  the  emperor  Conftans 
II.  fent  Theodorus  Calliopa  to  govern  Italy  once  more.    In  Yr.  of  FI. 
the  fecond  y/car  of  the  exarchate  of  Olympius,  that  is,  in      3000. 
652,  died  king  Rotharis,  after  he  had  governed  the  Lom-  A.  D.  652^ 
bards  for  the  ^ace  of  fixteen  years  with   fuch   prudence,  T     Ty 
equity,  and  moderation,  that  he  was  defervedly  efteemed  /)^^f,-^  J^g^^ 
the  moft  illuftrious  prince  of  his  age.   He  himfelf  profefTed 
the  do£irine  of  Arius  ;  but  allowed  his  fubjefts  full  liberty 
tp  embrace  which  of  the  two  religions  they  efteemed  beft ; 
and  therefore  took  care,  that  in  all  the  cities  of  his  king- 
dom there  fhould  be  conftantly  two  biftiops,  the  one  ca- 
tholic and  the  other  Arian. 

•  •  In  the  6fth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Lotbaris,  died  Are-  Anthis 
chis,  the  fecond  duke  of  Benevento,  after  be  had  governed  thtficond 
that  dukedom  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years,  and  fo  enlarged  duke  ofBi* 
it  at  the  expence  of  the  Romans,  that  on  one  fide  it  reached  ^jy^fo, 
to  Naples,  and  on  the  other  to  Sipontum  in  Apulia  ».     He  Suecmled 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Aio,  whom  he  had  taken  for  his  hyhisfm 
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ptrtner  in  the  government  five  months  before  his  death  ^. 
iVio  was  a  roan  of  very  fiender  parts,  and  fometttnes»  as 
Faiilus  Diaconusinfinuates,  didra&ed  in  his  mind  ;  a  dis- 
order which  that  writer  afcribes  to  a  potion  given  him  bj 
the  Romans.     The  father,  therefore,  fenfible  of  the  inca- 
pacity of  his  fon,  recommended  him  on  his  death-bed  to 
Rodoald  and  Grimoald,  the  fons  of  Gifulf  duke  of  Friuli, 
who,  as  we  have  related  above,  had  fled  to  him»  and  were 
now  in  the  flower  of  their  age.     Thefe  Arechis  efteeroed 
as  his  own  children,  and,  therefore,  appointed  them  by  his 
lafl  will  to  fucceed  him  in  the  dukedom*  in  cafe  his  fon 
Ihould  die  without  iflTue  male.     While   Aio  governed  the 
dukedom,  the  Sclavonians,  pafling  by  fea  from  Dalmatia) 
which  they  had  feized,  into  Italy,  landed  at  Sipontum,and 
pillaged  great  part  of  Apulia  (  Q^).     Upon  their  landing 
in  Apulia  they  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sipontum, 
and  furrounded  their  camp  with  deep  ditches,  which  they 
covered  with  branches  of  trees,  laying  fome  earth  and  green 
turf  over  them.     As  Apulia  was  for  the  moft  part  fubjed): 
at  that  time  to,the  duke  ofBenevento,  Aio,  hearing  of  their 
invafion,  marched  again  (I  them  with  what  troops  he  could 
afTemble,  without  waiting  the  return  of  Rodoald  and   Gri- 
moald, who  were  then  abfent ;  but  having  attacked  their 
camp,  he  fell  jntQ  one  of  the  ditches,  and  was  flain  by  the 
enemy,  after  he  had  governed  the  dukedom  five  months 
.  with  his  father  and  one  year  alone. 

Rodoald  receiving  advice  of  what  had  happened,  aflembled 
with  incredible  expedition  a  confiderable  body  of  forces, 
and  falling  upon  the  enemy  before  they  had  the  leaft  intel- 
ligence of  his  march,  routed  and  drove  them  quite  out  of 
the  dukedom.  Having  thus  revenged  the  death  of  Aio,  he 
took,  together  with  his  brother  Grimoald,  poiTeffion  of  the 
dukedom,  purfuant  to  the  Lift  will  of  Arechis^  who  had 
appointed  them  to  fucceed  his  fon  ^.  Thefe  two  princes 
governed  jointly  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  during  which 
they  laid  fiege  to  Surrento,  ftill  poiTeflTed  by  the  Romans; 
but  the  inhabitants,  encouraged  by  Agapitns  their  bifbop, 
made  fuch  a  vigorous  refiftance,  that  the  Lombards,  after 

p  Paul.  Diac.  lib.  iv.  cap.  15.  <i  Vide  Camil.  Pel.  in  DiHert. 

Due  Benev.  p.  54.  &  Ughel.de  Archiepifc  Surrent*  p.  34.. 

(  QJ)  They  dwelt  originally  Juftinian,  and  made  themfelves 

00  the  banks  of  theBoryfthencs,  mafters  t)f  that  part  of  Illjri- 

now  the  Nieper,  in  European  cum  which  lies    between   the 

Sarmatia,  and  from  thence  ad  Drave   and  the  S«ve,   and    is 

vancing  to  the  Danube,  they  Jftill   from    them   called    Scla- 

palled  that  river  in  the  rtiga  of  vod»,  - 

having 
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having  attempted  in  vain  to  take  the  place  by  ftorm,  raifed 
the  fiege,  and  returned  home.    Rodoald  died  in  Benevento 
in  the  year  647,  but  his  brother  Grimoald  enjoyed  the  duke- 
dom fixteen  years  after  his  death.  He  is  faid  to  have  gained 
feveral  vi6lories  over  the  Neapolitans  and  Romans,  and  to  GnmoaU, 
have  greatly  extended  the  bounds  of  his  dukedom.     After  '*'^^* 
be  had  governed  the'dukedom  five  years  with  his  brother,  7^,.^^,^*^ 
and  fixteen  alone,  he  poflTeffed  himfelf  of  the  throne,  and  dukedom. 
reigned  nine  years  more  over  the  whole  nation  of  the  Lom- 
bards, as  we  (hall  relate  hereafter. 

But  to  return  to  the  Lombard  kings :  Rotharis  was  fuc-  Rotharh 
ceeded  by  his  fon  Rodoald,  who,  being  a  prince  of  a  peace-  fucceeded 
able  difpofition,  performed  nothing  which  authors  have  iJH' [°f 
thought  worth  tranfmitting  to  pofterity.     He  was  tainted j  • 

as  his  father*  had  been,  with  the  Arian  herefy,  which  oc- 
cafioned  fome  religious  contefts  between  him  and  the  or- 
thodox biftiops  5  but  thefe  difturbances  were  foon  appeafed. 
He  had  reigned  four  years  with  his  father  5  but  fcarce  reign-  twhoh 
ed  one  after  his  father's  death,  being  killed  by  a  Lombard,  murdevid» 
whofe  wife  he  had  debauched.  He  had  married  Gundeberg," 
the  daughter  of  Agilulf  and  Theudelinda  ;  but  as  he  had  no 
children  by  her,  the  Lombards,  upon  his  death,  aflembled  in 
order  to  choofe  a  new  king,  when  the  choice  fell  upon  Ari-  Aripert 
pert,  or  Aribert,  the    fon   of   Gundoald,  and  brother  of  ehofinking^ 
Theudelinda.     The  only  thing  we  find  recorded  of  him  in 
hiftory  is  his  building  in  Pavia  the  oratory  of  St.  Saviour* 
He  died,  after  he  had  reigned,  according  to  Paulus  Dia- 
conus  S  nine  years,  though  Sigonius  allows  him  but  five 
at  moft.     He  Jeft  two  fons,  Partharit  and  Gundebert,  be-  Ht  diwdu 
twecn  whom  he  moft  imprudently  divided  his  kingdom.  ^^'  ^j^S' 
Partharit,  the  eldeft,  chofe  Milan  for  the  place  of  his  refi-  f^J^'p^r^ 
dence,  and  Gundebert  refided  at  Pavia ;  but  the  latter,  not  fi^arit  and 
fatisfied  with  the  part  allotted  him,  began  to  quarrel  with  Gundebert. 
his  brother.     Impelled  by  his  ambition,  and  encouraged 
by  the  evil  counfellors  about  him,  he  refolved  to  drive  his 
brother  from  the  throne,  and  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
whole  kingdom. 

He  was  well  apprifed  that  he  could  not  accomplifh  this  Gundebert 
aim  with  his  own  ftrength,  and  therefore  he  difpatched  Ga-  ^^^^^^  ij 
ribald,  duke  of  Turin,  as  his  ambaflador  to  Grimoald,  duke  ^^^^^  ofBe^ 
of  Benevento,  at  that  time  by  far  the  moft  powerful  of  all  ueuento^  to 
the  Lombard  dukes,  inviting  him  to  his  affiftance,  and  pro-  Aw  aj/ifl^ 
mifing  to  give  him  his  fifter  in  marriage,  if  he  fucceeded  in  ^"^^i 
the  undertaking ;  but  the  duke  of  Turin,  a<5ling  quite  con- 
trary to  his  inftru£tions,  inftead  of  perfuading  Grimoald  to 

'  Fault  Dlac.  lib.  iv*  cap.  18. 

alTift 


j^8  Th^  Hifiary  of  the  Lombards. 

aflift  his  mafter,  advifed  him  to  embrace  the  prefent  oppor*- 
tunity,  and  to  decide  the  controverfjr  between  the  two  bro- 
thers, by  expelling  them  both,  and  feizing  on  the  kingdom 
for  himfelf.  He  told  him,  that  the  two  brothers  were 
young,  raflb,  and  inexperienced;  that  the  affairs  of  the 
Lombards  required  a  prince  of  prudence,  valour,  and  ex* 
perience;  and  that  the  difagreemenfe  between  the  two 
princes  would,  in  all  likelihood,  end  in  the  ruin  of  the 
whole  nation.  Grimoald,  being  naturally  of  an  TtCtiYC  and 
ambitious  temper,  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  follow  the  advice 
of  the  ambaflador;  and  accordingly,  having  raifed  a  con(i- 
derable  army,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  it  towards  Pavia, 
leaving  his  fon  Romualdto  govern  the  dukedom  in  his  ab- 
fence.  At  Placentia  he  difpatched  Garibald  to  acquaint  the 
king  with  his  arrival.  The  inconfiderate  prince  received  the 
news  of  his  approach  with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of 
joy  \  and  being  at  a  lofs  where  he  Ihould  lodge  and  enter- 
tain his  fuppofed  friend  and  ally,  Garibald  told  him,  that 
his  own  palace  was  the  only  proper  place  for  the  reception 
of  a  prince  to  whom  he  had  promifed  his  fifter  in  marriage. 
He  added,  that  if  he  did  not  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in 
Grimoald,  or  had  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  treachery,  he  ought, 
for  his  greater  fafety,  to  receive  him  with  armour  under 
his  royal  robes.  The  king  put  on  armour  accordingly,  and 
the  dukcy  with  unheard-of  treachery,  returning  to  Grimo- 
aid,  advifed  him  to  be  upon  his  guard,  (ince  the  king  was 
coming  to  rneet  him  in  armour,  no  doubt  with  a  defign  to 
murder  him.  Grimoald  could  not  perfuade  himfelf  that 
the  king  had  any  fuch  defign  rill  they  met,  when,  upon  their 
embracing  each  other,  he  found  that  Gundebert  was  really 
in  armour  y  and  not  doubting  in  the  leaft  but  that  it  was 
with  a  defign  to  aflaflinate  him,  in  order  to  be  beforehand 
with  him,  he  drew  his  fword  that  inftant,  and  killed  the 
w4»  mur-  wwhappy  prince  on  the  fpot.  Upon  bis  death  he  feized  on 
dirs  him  the  royal  palace,  and  the  treafures  lodged  there,-  caufing 
mndjttxii  himfelf  to  be  acknowleged  king  of  the  Lombards. 
li  ^^d^  Gundebert  left  a  fon  named  Rambert,  or  Reginbcrt,  who 

^^  *'  was  concealed,  and  brought  up  with  great  care  by  the 
friends  of  the  deceafed  king.  Partharit  no  fobner  heard  of 
his  brother's  fate  than,  abandoning  Milan  in  the  utmod 
*  confufion,  he  fled  to  Chagan  king  of  the  Avares,  and  took 
refuge  in  his  court.  He  left  his  queen  Rodolind,  and  his  fon 
Cunibert,  yet  an  infant,  to  fhift  for  themfelves  \  fo  that 
they  both  fell  into  the  hands  of  Grimoald,  by  whom  they 
were  fent  to  Benevento,  and  kept  under  confinement  in  that 
city.  The  inhabitants  of  Milan,  finding  themfelves  aban- 
doned by  their  king,  opened  their  gates  to  Grimoald,  who, 

having 
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having  taken  pofleffion  of  that  important  place,  marched  to  y^,  ^f  ^^ 
Pavia,  where,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  662,  he  was      3010. 
unanimoufly  proclaimed  by  the  people  king  of  the  Lorn-  A.D.  66»« 
bards.     In  order  to  gain  the  afFe£iion  of  the  Lombards,  and       . 
cftablifli  himfelf  more  firmly  in  his  new  kingdom,  he,  to  f^^r^f^li 
the  great  joy  of  the  whole  nation,  married  Gundebert,  fiftcr  5^-  ^  ,^ 
to  the  two  unhappy  young  princes.     He  then  fent  back  his  Lombards. 
army  to  Benevento,  having  firft   diftributed  confiderable 
fums  among  them ;  but  retained  fome  of  his  moft  trufty 
friends,  whom  he  raifed  to  the  firit  employments  of  the 
kingdom  *• 

The  new  monarch,  though  confirmed  in  the  power  he 
had  ufurpled,  by  the  general  confent  of  the  nation,  yet,  re- 
flecting on  the  ficklenefs  and  inconftancy  of  the  multitude»  , 
did  not  think  himfelf  fafe,  as  long  as  Partharit,  his  compe* 
titor,  refided  at  the  court  of  the  king  of  the  Avares,  at  that 
time  a  powerful  prince.   He  did  not  doubt  but  the  baniflied 
king  would  watch  all  opportunities  of  attempting  the  reco- 
very of  his  paternal  kingdom,  and  would,  in  fiich  an  at- 
tempt, be  feconded  by  great  numbers  of  the  Lombards.  To 
prevent,  therefore,  any  difturbances  that  might  enfue,  he 
difpatched  ambalTadors  to  Chagan,  complaining  of  the  pro- 
ted^ion  he  had  given  to  his  rival,  and  threatening  to  make 
war  upon  him,-  if  he  did  not  forthwith  banifh  him  h'is  do- 
minions.    The  king  of  the  Avares,  though  greatly  ^iFe£led  Partharit 
with  the  misfortunes  of  the  unhappy  prince,  yet  did  not  ^rivtu 
think  it  prudent  to  engage  in  boftilities  for  his  fake ;  and  ^''^*  '^ 
therefore  commanded  him  to  quit  his  dominions.  Partharit,  cAae<w. 
feeing  himfelf  thus  abandoned  by  his  friend  and  ally,  and 
not  knowing  where  to  find  an  afylum,  refolved,  in  that  de- 
fperate  condition,  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  honour  and 
generofity  of  his  greateft  enemy.    Accordingly,  he  difpatch-  He  returns 
ed  one  of  his  trufty  friends,  named  Unulf,  to  acquaint  toGrim^- 
Crrimoald  with  his  refolution,  and  obtain  leave  for  him  to  ^'^».w^* 
refide  at  Pavia.     Grimoald,  greatly  pleafed  with  the  con-  himkindhx 
fidence  the  unfortunate  prince  repofed  in  him,  and  glad  of 
fuch  an  opportunity  to  Ihew  his  generofity,  complied  with 
the  requeft,  and  ordered  a  palace  to  be  fitted  up   in  Pa- 
via, every-way   proper  for  his   reception.    Upon   his  ar- 
rival, he  received  him  with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of 
friendfhip  and  kindnefs ;  but  obferving  that  the  multitude 
attended  his  entry  with  unufual  marks  of  jioy,  and  that  per- 
fons  of  diilin£):ion  (locked  to  him  night  and  day,  and  feemed, 
in  a  manner,  to  refpedl  him  ftill  as  their  prince,  he  began    . 
to  be  apprehenfive  left  they  (bould  attempt  to  reftore  him 
to  the  throne. 

*  ^aul.  Diac  lib*  iv.  cap.  s8,  19, 
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This  jealoufjr  iacreafed  dailf,  and  at  length  wrought  upon 
him  lb  ftrongly,  that,  after  fome  time,  he  placed  a  guard 
km  afttf'    upon  him  ;  and  his  fears,  hj  degrees,  getting  the  better  of 
^Mirkf  tr-   his  humanity,  be  one  day  fent  private  orders  to  the  guard 
Jgftkimi9  xo  difpatch  him  the  following  night.    Tbefc  orders,  how- 
*f  ^Jl  '*      ever  private,  did  not  efcape  the  vigilance  of  his  trufty  friend 
Unulf,  who,  acquainting  Partharit  with  the  particulars, 
advifed  him  to  change  cloaths  with  him,  and,  thus  difguifed, 
tie  makes    to  attempt  his  efcape*     Partharit  followed  his  advice,  and, 
iii  tf€api.    having  deceived  the  centinels,  pafled  the  Tefino  undifco- 
vered.     Finding,  on  the  other  fide  the  river,  horfes  and 
guides  provided  by  the  care  of  Uimlf,  he  efcapcd  firfi  to 
Hafta,  thence  to  Turin,  and  at  laft  into  Gaul.     Griraoald, 
being  informed  next  morning  of  what  had  happened,  was 
fo  far  from  punilhing  Unulf,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  be- 
ftowed  the  higheft  commendations  upon  him  for  his  un<- 
ihaken  fidelity,  leaving  it  to  his  choice  either  to  ftay  in  Pa- 
^i  Tranh  via,   or  follow  his  mafter.    Clotair  III.  then  king  of  the 
ijpbufe^  his    Franks,  was  fo  touched  with  the  misfortunes  of  Partharit; 
^^^J*i         j^i^jj  Yi\s  family,  that  next  year  he  fent  a  powerful  army  into 
Italy  to  replace  him  on  the  throne.     Grimoald,  knowing 
that  he  was  far  inferior  in  ftrength  to  the  Franks,  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  following  ftratagem :  at  their  approach  he  pro- 
tended to  fly,  leaving  his  camp  well  ftored  with  all  manner 
of  provifions,  efpecially  wine.    The  inconfiderate  Franks, 
inftead  of  piirfuing  the  enemy,  began  to  plunder  the  camp; 
and  finding  in  it  great  plenty  of  provifions,  began  to  eat  and 
Yr.  of  Fl.  drink  to  excefs  :  then  they  betook  themfelves  to  reft,  with- 
301  J.       out  the  leaft  apprehenfions  of  an  enemy;  but  Grimoald, 
A.  D.  663.  returning  in  the  night,  aflaulted  them  while  they  lay  faft 
T~     "^  afleep,  and  made  fuch  a  dreadful  havock  before  they  could 
M  total        ^^^^  ^o  ^^^i''  arms,  that  few  of  them  were  left  alive  to  carry 
•virthnw.  home  the  news  of  their  defeat  S 

Grimoald,  thus  happily  delivered  from  one  war,  wasibon 
involved  in  another.  Hitherto  the  emperors,  negle£Hng 
the  affairs  of  Italy,  feemed  to  have  given  up  all  thoughts  of 
^ie  expi-  reuniting  it  to  the  empire ;  but  Conftans,  the  fon  of  Con- 
ditiou  of  ftantine,  and  grandfon  of  Heraclius,  having  fettled  the  af- 
t»e  empi^  f^jj.^  ^f  ^j^^  empire,  refolved  to  employ  his  whole  ftrength 
/tans  into  ^°  driving  the  Lombards  out  of  Italy,  Purfuant  to  this  re- 
haij.  folutlon,  he  caufed  a  powerful-fleet  to  be  fitted  out  in  Si- 

cily -,  and,  not  fatisfied  with  appointing  the  beft  officers  be 
had  to  command  in  this  expedition,  he  left  Conftantinople, 
and  repairing  to  Italy,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  bis  army. 
He  landed  ac  Tarentum  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  663,  and 

t  Paul.  Pidc.  lib.  v.  cap.  »— 5. 
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thence  marGhed  direflly  to  Benevento,  being  joined  on  his 
march  by  the  troops  in  the  dukedom  of  Naples.  This  iin-  Hg  takes 
expefted  invafion  with  a  very  confid^rable  army,  command-  fime  places, 
ed  by  the  emperor  in  perfon,  ftruck  the  Lombards  of  Be-  ^*^^^ 
nevento  with  fuch  terror  and  cofifternation,  that  they  aban-  "^J^,^;^* 
doned  feveral  places  in  Apulia,  and  among  the  reft  Luceria, 
which  Conftans  deftroyed.  From  Luceria  the  emperor 
marched  to  Acerenza ;  but  not  being  able  to  take  it  by  ftorm^ 
on  account  of  its  ftrong  fituation,  be  purfued  bis  march  to 
Benevento,  and  invefted  the  place  with  his  whole  army. 
Romuald^  the  fon  of  Grimoald,  at  that  time  duke  of  Be- 
nevento, immediately  difpatched  Gefuald,  who  had  been 
his  guardian,  to  acquaint  his  father  with  the  danger  he  wai 
in,  and  to  folicit  fuccours.  In  the  meati  time  the  Lom- 
bards not  only  repulfed  the  Romans  in  their  repeated  af- 
faults,  but  killed  great,  numbers  in  the  fallies  they  dMy 
made,  Grimoald  m>  fooner  heard  that  the  city  was  be- 
ficged,  than  he  aflemblcd,  with  incredible  expedition,  alt 
his  forces,  and  putting  himfelf  at  their  head,  marched  to 
the  relief  of  his  fon.  He  difpatched  Gefuald  to  inform  him 
that,  in  a  very  fliort  time,  he  fhould  be  relieved,  and  to  en- 
eourag'e  him  to  hold  out  till  his  arrival. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emperor,  hearing  the  king  of  the  He  raifes 
Lombards  was  approaching,  raifed  the  fiege,  and  began,  in  theJUge^ 
great  hafte,  his  march  to  Naples;  but  Mitula,  duke  of  Ca-  ^ndisdt* 
pua,  intercepting  him  at  the  river  Calore,  cut  bfF  great  num-  tf  J!^^^ 
bers  of  his  men,  and  obliged  the  reft,  together  with  the 
emperor,  to  fave  themfelves  by  a  precipitate  flight.  To  re- 
venge this  difgrace,  Saburrus,  one  of  the  emperor's  gene- 
fals,  engaged  to  defeat  the  Lombards,  and  drive  Grimoald 
before  him,  provided  he  were  allowed  but  twenty  thoufand 
jtien,  with  an  unlimited  command.  Conftans  having  grant- 
ed his  fequeft,  he  encamped  at- the  pafs  of  Formise,  now, 
generally  fuppofed,  Mola  di  Gaeta,  with  a  defign  to  cover 
the  emperoPs  march,  who  intended  to  vifit  Rome,  and, 
'tvhcn  he  was  out  of  danger,  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  meati  time  Grimoald,  arriving  with  his  army  at  Be- 
iievento,  and  being  informed  of  the  engagement  of  Sabur- 
rus,  refolved  to  march  direftly  againft  him,  and  offer  him 
battle ;  but  his  fon  Romuald  earneftly  intreating  him  tofuf- 
fer  him  to  command  the  army,  he  complied  with  his  re- 
quefti  atid  detached  the  young  prince  with  the.  flower  of  hi» 
forceis,  who  meeting  Saburrus  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Formiae,  attacked  him  with  great  iTjtrepidity.  The  Ro- 
mans, animated  by  the  example  of  their  leader,  who  be- 
haved very  gallantly,  made  a  vigorous  ftand;  fo  that  the 
vi<5lory  continued  a  long  time  doubtful. 
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But  while  both  armies  were  fighting  with  the  utmoft  fury> 
a  Lombard,  named  Amelongus,  engaging  a  Roman  horfer 
man,  firft  (truck  him  from  his  horfe,  and  then,  lifting  him 
•    up  on  the  point  of  his  fpeai»  held  him  over  bis  head  in  the 
9^1,  R9.      fight  of  the  Roman  army  \  a  fpeftacle  which  ftruck  them 
wum  ttrmy    with  fuch  terror,  that  they  began  to  give  ground.     Being 
"'''''^/?'    vigoroufly  prefled  by  the  Lombards,  they  fled  with  precipi- 
^il^ij!i      tation.     Romuald,   having  purfued  them   for  feme   time 
with  great  flaughter,  returned  to  the  field  of  battle,  and 
from  thence  to  Bencvento,  which  he  entered  in  triumph, 
being  met  at  the  gates  by  the  king  his  father,  and  received 
with  loud  acclamations  by  the  inhabitants,  as  the  deliverer 
of  his  country  ".     In  the  mean  time  Conftans,  arriving  at 
Rome>  was  received  with  extraordinary  marks  of  honour, 
no  emperor  having  entered,  for  a  long  time,^    that  city. 
He  fpent  twelve  days  in  vifiting,  01  rather  in  plundering,^ 
the  remarkable  places  of  that  great  metropolis  ;  for  he  car- 
ried off  the  moft  valuable  ornaments  in  gold,  filver,  brafis, 
and  marble,  not  fparing  even  the  coverings  of  churches, 
which  he  caufed  to  be  conveyed  by  fea  into  Sicily,  in  order 
to  tranfport  them  to  Conilantinople.     He  himfelf  went  by 
land  to  Naples,  and  from  thence   to  Rhegium,  where  his 
army  was  a  third  time  defeated  by  the  Lombards.     From 
Rhegium  he  crofledover  into  Sicily,  and  fixed  his  refidence 
at  Syracufe,  where  he  was  murdered  in  the  bath  by  his  own 
fubje£ls  in  668  \  fo  that  the  ineftimable  wealth  and  plunder 
which  he  had  brought  from  Rome,  being  left  in  Sicily,  was, 
foon  after  bis  death,  feized  by  the  Saracens,  and  carried  to 
ne  torn-    Alexandria  ^.    After  his  departure  from  Italy,  the  Lorn-. 
hqrdfmaki  bards,  determined  upon  improving  their  late  vi£torie$,  re- 
thimfelvis   duced  Bari,  Tarento,  Brindifi,  and  all  the  places  in  the 
ma/ten  of    country  now  known  by  the  name  of  Terra  d*  Otranto,  which 
iUiis,  were  added  to  thd"  dukedom  of  Benevento.     Grimoald,  to 

reward  Mitula,  duke  of  Capua,  who  had  defeated  the  Ro^ 
mans  in  their  retreat  from  Benevento,  gave  him  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage,  and  at  the  fame  time  appointed  him  to  fuc- 
ceed  the  late  duke  Zotho  in  the  dukedom  of  Spoletum; 
which  two  dukedoms  he  governed  many  years. 

While  Grimoald  was  employed  againft  the  Romans  in  the 
dukedom  of  Benevento,  Lupus  duke  of  FriuH,  taking  avan- 
tage  of  his  abfence,  opprefled  his  people  in  a  moft  enor- 
mous manner.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  wealth  which  he  ex- 
torted from  them  by  heavy  taxes,  he  broke  into  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Venetian  Lombards,  and  plundered  the  church. 

«  PauUDiac.  lib.  v.  cap.  4.  w  Idem  ibid.  Pagi.de  Confulib. 
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of 


The  Hifioty  of  the  Lombards.  4^5 

of  Aquileia  of  all  its  rich  ornaments:  for  this  facrilege  the  neJtikff 
Jking,  upon  his  return  to  Pavia,  refolved  to  call  him  to  a  FriuR  re* 
fevere  account ;  which  he  apprehending,  renounced  his  al-  w/l#. 
legiance  to  Gnmoald,and  openly  revolted.  Grimoaldwas 
determined  at  ail  events  to  punifli  him  with  exemplary  fe- 
verity ;  but  being  unwilling  to  lead  his  Lombards  againfl: 
.  their  countrymen,  or  fuffer  them  to  embrue  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  each  other,  he  employed  Chagan  king  of  the 
Hunns  to  make  war  upon  him,  who  invaded  his  territories 
the  following  year,  at  the  head  of  aninfinite  multitude,  and 
ravaged  them  to  a  great  extent.  This  invafion  Lupus  did 
not  tamely  fuffer*  Drawing  together  a  body  of  forces,  he 
inarched  againft  the  Hunns,  and,  engaging  them  four  day$ 
fucceffively,  made  a  dreadful  havock  of  the  undifciplined 
multitude ;  but  in  the  fifth  engagement,  his  men  being  en-  He  is  kittm 
tirely  exhaufted,  Were,  after  a  moft  obftinate  difpute,  in  edbytki 
ivhich  Lupus  himfelf  was  killed,  overpowered,  and  put  to  ^***'« 
flight.  Upon  the  <ieath  of  Lupus,  and  the  defeat  of  hisi 
army,  Chagan  over-ran  the  whole  country,  and  plundered 
it  without  control :  but  Grimoald,  who  had  employed  the 
king  of  the  Hunns  only  to  punifh  the  rebellious  duke,  fent 
ambalTadors  to  remind  him  of  their  agreement,  and  require 
him  to  retire  with  his  forces,  fince  there  was  no  farther  oc- 
cafion  for  them  in  the  dukedom  of  Friuli,  or  the  territories 
of  the  Lombards.  Chagan  replied,  that  he  would  not  quit 
a  country  which  he  had  conquered  with  his  arms,  and  the 
blood  of  fo  many  of  his  fubjefts.  Grimoald,  provoked  at 
this  anfwer,  refolved  to  dri^e  him  out  by  force ;  and  ac- 
cordingly marched  againfl  him,  at  the  head  of  a  very  confi- 
derable  army;  but  as  it  was  much  inferior  in  numbers  to  that 
of  the  Hunns,  in  order  to  make  it  appear  more  numerous 
than  it  really  was,  he  muftered  his  troops  in  the  prefence 
of  Chagan's  ambafladors,  and  made  the  fame  men  pafs  three 
times  before  him  in  different  uniforms.  By  this  device  they 
appeared  to  be  treble  the  number  they  really  were  j  and  as 
fuch  they  were  reprefented  to  the  king,  who  thereupon,  in 
great  trepidation,  retired  to  his  own  dominions. 

Upon  the  retreat  of  Chagan,  Warnifrid,  fon  to  the  de- 
ceafed  duke,  attempted,  with  the  affiflance  of  the  Sclavo- 
xiians,  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  his  father's  dukedom;  but  Gri-  fTeUarat^ 
moald,  having  defeated  the  Sclavonians,  and  killed  Warne-  pointed 
frid,  appointed  Welcar  to  fucceed  Lupus  in  the  dukedom  duke  of  Fn^ 
of  Friuli ;  and  at  the  fame  time  married  Theodorata,  the  "''^ 
daughter  of  Lupus,  to  his  fon  Romuald  duke  of  Benevento. 
About  this  time  Alczecus,  one  of  the  princes  of  the  Bulga* 
rians,  abandoning  his  own  country,  entered  Italy  with  ^ 
body  of  bis.  countrymen^  and,  repairing  to  Pavia^  offered 
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\i\%  fenrice  to  Grimoaldy  wbot  thinking  he  might  prove  yerjr 
icrviceable  to  his  fon  agalnft  the  AomanS)  fexit  bim  to  Be- 
neventOi  in  which  dukedom  feveral  cities  were  beftowed 
on  him  and  his  followers. 
Grimocld        Grimoaldi  having  no  enemyto  fear,  applied  himfelf  wholiy 
t^rteai  the  to  the  arts  of  peace*     The  laws  of  king  Rotharis,  which 
€dtaefR9»  iij^^i  \itcti  pubiiihed  twcnty^four  years  betore,  were  by  this 
t  arts.        ^-^^  become  familiars  not  only  to  the  Lombards^  for  whoAi 
they  had  been  framed,  but  likewife  to  the  natives  of  Itdy, 
who  cbofe  to  follow  them,  though  they  had  never  been  ibr^ 
bidden  the  ufe  of  the  Roman  laws  \  but  thefe  laws  io  pro* 
cofs  of  time,  provingi  defefiivey  and  fome  of  them  being 
thought  too  fevere,  Grimoald,  in  the  fixth  year  of  bis  retgn, 
mndertook  the  revifing  of  t4)e  eAi£k  of  Rotharis»  and,  in  a 
general  diet  held  in  the  year  66^^  with  the  confent  and  ap- 
probation of  bi&  nobles,  repealed  fome  laws,  enaded  others, 
and  publifted  a  new  edi£t  ^,  containing  eleven  chapters, 
which  is  (till  to  be  feen  in  the  code  depofited  in  tbe  monaf- 
Tr.  of  F).  ^ry  of  Cava.     Grimoald,  having  performed  all  the  duties 
3010.      of  an  excellent  prince,  was,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  Lorn- 
A.  D.  67*  bards,  uaexpe£):edly  fnatched  away  by  the  following  acci- 
~      77   ^c*^f  •  ^^  ^^d  hfien  let  blood  in  one  of  his  aruM,  and,  as  he 
2^*^       was,  nine  days  after,  bending  a  bow,  the  vein  burft,  and, 
aU  poffible  means  for  clofing  it  proving  inefle&iiai,  he  bled 
to  cieatb  ^.     He  was  a  prince  of  uncommon  parts,  and  ia 
every  refped  equal  to  the  high  (lation  to  which  be  was  raifed. 
Though  he  had  been  brought  up  in  the  principles  of  Arias* 
be  renounced  the  errors  <^  that  hereGarch,  and  embraced 
the  catholic  religioO)  converted  by  the  arguments  of  John, 
bifliop  of  Bergamo,  a  prelate  of  great  piety  and  learning. 
The  example  of  Grimoald  was  followed  by  tbe  kings  his 
fucceilbrs.  who  all  profefled  tbe  catholic  religion  ;  fo-tbat 
Arianifm  was,  in  a  diort  timCi  forfaken  by  the  whole  nation 
of  the  Lombards. 
C^riMd        He  died  in  tbe  year  672,  the  ninth  of  his  reign,  leaving 
J:p(ceed$\     behind  him,  befides  Romu&ki,  duke  of  Bei>evento,  anotber 
brntisdri     fon,  named  Garibald,  to  whom,  though  yet  very  young,  be 
^ihL  7    bequeathed  on  his  deatb-bed  the  kingdom  of  tbe  Lombards. 
'   From  his  excluding  Romuald,  authors  conclude  that  prince 
to  have  been  illegithnate.     Be  that  as  it  may,  Garibald  tiid 
not  long  enjoy  bis  new  dignity;  for  be  had  fcarce  mounted 
tbe  throne,  when  Partharit,  who  was  ftill  in  Gaul,  hearii^ 
of  the  death  of  his  rival,  repaired  into  Italy,  and  being  re- 
ceived with  extraordinary  joy  by  great  numbers  of  Liom- 

«  Pau).  IXac.  lib.  v.  cap.  \%,  tc  Sigoiu  deRegn.  Ital.  Eb.  ii.  w\- 
Ann.  668.  >  Paul.  Diac.  lib.  v.  cap.  35- 
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t^ardff,  advanced  to  Pavia^  where  he  was  received  by  the  in-  » 
habitants,  and  the  great  men  of  the  nation^  as  their  lawful 
fovereign,  Garibald  having  withdrawn  to  his  brother  in  Be- 
ncvento,  after  a  (hort  reign  of  three  months.  Partharit, 
thus  rcftored  to  the  throne,  lecalled  his  wife  Rodelinda,  and 
his  fon  Cunipert,  who,  ever  fince  his  expulfion,  had  been 
in  exile  at  Benevcnto.  ,  Having  governed  alone  in  great  'whotaka 
peace  and  tranquility  for  eight  year8»  in  the  latter  end  of  f^f'^^ 
the  year  680,  he  took  hisfon  Cunipert  for  his  colleague  in  the  celUagua 
kingdom,  and  reigned  with  him  ten  years  jpore.  During 
their  joint  reign,  Alachis^  duke  of  Trent,  openly  revolting, 
aflumed  the  title  of  king  of  the  Lombards.  Partharitf 
marching  againft  him  with  all  his  forces,  inverted  him  in 
bis  own  city  5  but  Alachis,  fallying  out  with  the  flower  of 
his  troops,  obliged  the  king  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  fave' 
himfelf  by  flight.  However,  Alachis,  finding  himfelf  aban- 
doned by  the  greater  part  pf  his  men,  who  refufed  to  bear 
arms  againft  their  lawful  fovereign,  thought  proper  to  fub- 
jnit,  upon  promife  of  pardon  ;  which  Partharit  granted,  at 
the  earneft  requeft  of  his  fon  Cunipert,  who  had  a  great 
friendfhip  for  the  duke,  with  whom  he  had  been  educated 
from  his  infancy  ;  and  the  young  prince,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate him  by  kindnefs,  not  only  prevailed  upon  his  father 
to  take  him  again  into  favour,  but  to  create  him  duke  of 
Brefcia,  adding  that  duchy  to  the  dukedom  of  Trent. 
The  king  on  that  occafion  told  his  fon  that,  by  his  good 
oflices,  he  did  not  fo  much  oblige  a  friend,  as  ftrengthen  an 
enemy ;  but  neverthelefshe  could  not  refufe  complying  with 
his  requeft. 

Some  time  after  this  pacification  Partharit  died,  a  prince  Yr.  of  FK 
highly  commended  for  his  piety,  juftice,'  moderation,  and,      303S. 
above  all,  for  the  great  care  he  took  of  the  poor  *.     Three  ^*  ^-  ^9P» 
years  before  his  death,  Deodorus  Calliopa,  the  exarch,  was  „     ,    T" 
recalled,  and  John  fent  to  govern  Italy  in  his  rpom.     Ala-  ^j^^^  ^^^ 
chis,  duke  of  Trent  and  Brefcia,  was  no  fooner  informed  pf  Alachis^ 
the  death  of  Partharit  than,  unmindful  of  the  favours  he  duke  of 
bad  received  from  Cunipert,  he  refolved  to  drive  him  from*^''^^*^  ^^ 
the  throne,  and  place  the  crown  upon  his  own  head,  agree-  ^Ww/^'tf- 
ably  to  what  Partharit  had  foretold  his  fon.     The  rebellious  nipertfrom 
duke,  having  engaged  in  the  confpicacy  two  brothers,  Aldo  the  throm. 
and  Granfo,  the  moft  confiderable  citizens  of  Brefcia,  and 
feveral  other  Lombards,  while  the  king  was  abfent,  feized 
on  the  royal  palace  of  Pavia,  and  took  upon  himfelf  the  titje 
of  king.    Cunipert,  who  was  quite  unprovided,  not  imagin- 
ing the  duke  could  be  guilty  of  fuqh  treachery  and  ingratl- 

*  PaulDiac  lib.  v*  cap.  36, 
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^  tude,  fled  to  an  ifland  in  the  lake  Larius,  now  Lago  di  Co- 
mo,  and  there  fortified  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could.  In  the 
mean  time  the  ufufpcfr,  behaving  in  a  moft  defpotic  and  ty- 
rannical manner,  enraged  all  nis  fubjefts,  even  thofe  to 
whom  he  was  chiefly  indebted  for  the  crown  he  wore.  As 
lie  was  one  day  counting  money  in  his  dofet,  he  happened 
to  let  a  piece  drop,  which  the  fon  of  Aldo,  who  was  prc- 
fent,  officioufly  took  up,  and  gave  him.  The  tyrant,  in  re- 
ceiving it,  **  Your  father  (faid  he),  has  many  fuch  pieces, 
which,  ere  it  be  long,  (hall  be  all  mine.". 

As  the  fon  of  Aldo  was'but  a  child,  the  tyrant  was  not 
upon  his  guard ;  but  the  boy,  remembering  what   he  faid, 
upon  his  return  told  it  to  his  father,  who  concluding  from 
.  thence,  that  his  death,  and  thq^ruin  of  his  family,  would  be 
the  reward  of  all  his  fervices,  if  he  did  not,  by  feme  means 
or  other,  prevent  them,  confuited  with  his  brother  Granfo, 
and  his  other  friends,  about  depofing  the  ufurper.     They 
all  agreed  to  feize  on  the  city  of  Pavia,  and  recall  their  law- 
ful fovereign  the  firft  time  Alachis  (hould  take  the  diverfion 
Cunipert      of  hunting.     This  deGgn  they  executed  accordingly,  to  the 
Tiftored.      great  fatisfaftion  of  the  inhabitants,  efpecially  of  the  clergy, 

wjiom  the  tyrant  had  chiefly  offended. 
War  he*  Alachis,  finding  upon  his  return  the  gates  fhut  againft 

^*"!f'i[/'"'  him,  and  Cunipert  polTefled  of  the  royal  palace,  fled  into 
iw  Ala*  Iftria  ;  and  having  raifcd  a  confiderable  army,  returned  at 
the  head  of  it,  not  doubting  but  he  fliould  be  able  to  drive 
Cunipert  from  the  throne.  The  king,  hearing  of  bis  re- 
turn, collefted  all  his  forces,  and  meeting  the  ufurper  in  the 
plairis  of  Coronata,  challenged  him  to  fingle  combat,  in 
order  to  fave  the  lives  of  many  innocent  men,  who  muft 
otherwife  perifli ;  but  Alachis  refufing  the  challenge,  the 
two  armies  began  to  prepare  for  a  general  engagement. 
While  they  were  drawn  up,  and  Cunipert  ready  to  charge 
the  enemy,  Zeno,  a  deacon  of  the  church  of  Pavia,  greatly 
attached,  as  were  all  the  ecclcfiaftics,  to  the  king's  perfon, 
and  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  welfare  of  the  church  de- 
pended upon  his  fafety,  with  the  greatefl  earneftnefs  ima- 
ginable, begged  permifTion  to  put  on  his  armour,  and  coun- 
terfeit his  perfon :  **  If  I  perifh  (faid  he),  the  lofs  will  be 
fmall;  but  upon  your  fafety  depends  the  welfare  both  of 
»  the  church  and  ftate."    The  king  being,  with  difficulty,' 

.  prevailed  upon  by  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  his  friends  to 
accept  the  propofal,  Zeno  put  on  his  armour,  and  appeared 
in  it  fo  like  the  king,  whom  he  refembled  in  fliape  and  fta- 
ture,  that  he  could  with  d'ifficulty  be  diftinguifhed  from 
him ;  fo  that,  when  the  two  armies  joined  battle,  Alachis, 
miftaking  him  for  the  king>  engaged  hira  witll  the  utmoft 
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fury.  Having,  with  great  eafe,  overcome  and  flain  him,  in' 
the  higheft  tranfports  of  joy,  he  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut 
ofF,  and  expofed  to  the  view  of  both  armies  on  the  point  of 
a  fpeaf  ;  but  fi,ndlng  it  was  the  head  of  a  prieft,  and  not  of 
the  king,  his  joy  was  fucceeded  by  the  moft  violent  rage,  in 
^whicb  he  vowed  to  emafculate  alPthe  eccleidaAics,  in  cafe 
lie  obtained  the  viftory.  7 

In  the  mean  time  Cunipert,  obfervlrig  that  his  men,  dif- 
li.eartened  by  the  report  of  his  deaths  began  tp  give  ground, 
fhewed  himfelf ;  and  his  appearance  encouraged  them  to 
fiicb  a  degree,  that,  returning  to  the  charge,  they  renewed 
the  fight  with  frefli  vigour.     However,  Cunipert,  to  avoid 
the  effufion  of  blood,  fent  a  fecond  time  to  Alachis,  inviting 
him  to  decide  the  quarrel  by  (ingle  combat  \  but  he  declining  Alachis 
again  the  challenge^  the  two  armies  fought  with  the  utmoft  killed^  and 
fury,  till,  Alachis  being  flain, his  men,  difpirited  by  his  death,  ^l\^^^y 
fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion.     Moft  of  them  were  killed  in  ^^>^''^* 
the  flight,  and  the  reft  drowned  in  the  Adige.     The  army 
of  the  dukedom  of  Friuli,  which  Alachis^  enticed  to  his 
party,  while  they  ^were  marching  to  the  aflTiftance  of  the 
king,  withdrew  in  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  Scrupling 
cither  to  fight  againft  him,  to  whom  they  had  (worn  alle- 
giance, or  againft  their  lawful  fovereign;     Cunipert,  after 
this  viftory,  which  terminated  the  civil  war,  returned  in  tri- 
umph to  Pavia,  having  firft  caufed  the  deacon  Zeno  to  bev 
interred  with  the  greateft  pomp  and  folemnity.     He  after- 
wards built,  in  honour  of  St.  George,  a  magnificent  mo- 
naftery  in  the  field  where  the  battle  had  been  fought. 

Cunipert,  having  thus  happily  fupprefled  fo  dangerous  a  Yr.  of  F!» 
rebellion,  reigned  in  great  peace  and  tranquility  till  the  year   .  3?5'- 
703,  when  he  died,  univerfally  lamented ;  for  he  was  a     '    *  ^^^* 
prince  of  a  moft  comely  afpeft,  of  a  fweet  temper,  engaging  cunipert 
behaviour,  great  courage,    and   extraordinary  piety.      He  dies. 
had  marjried  Hermelinda,  a  princefs  of  the  blood  royal  of 
the  Anglo-Saxons,  and  had  by  her  one  fon,   named  Luit-  Luitbert 
bert,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  the  kingdom  ^  but  as  he  was  fucaeds  j 
then  an  infant,  he  committed  him  to  the  care  of  Afprand,  ^^''-^  *''*?" 
a  perfon  of  great  diftinftion  among  the  Lombards,  and  j^^IJ^. 
"  much  efteemed  for  his  wifdom.     Luitbert,   or  rather  Af-  bert, 
prand,  had  fcarce  governed  eight  months,   when  Ragum-  /J^^aw^^rf 
bert,  duke  of  Turin,  afluming  the  title  of  king,  defeated  fj^^'^^f^ 
Afprand  in  battle,  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  acknowlegcd  y  t'/^  * 
.  by  the  whole  nation  ;  but  he  died  the  fame  year,  and  was  ' 

fuccceded  by  his  fon  Aripert,  in  whofe  reign  Luitbert^ 
affifted  by  feveral  dukes,  attempted  the  recovery  of  hi?  pa- 

a  Paul*  Diac,  Jib.  v.  cap.  38—41. 
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ternal  kingdom  ;  but  he  was  totally  defeated  by  the  ufurper^ 
and  taken  prifoner,  in  a  battle  fought  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  Pavia.     Rotharit,  duke  of  Bergamo,  who  had  efpoufed 
with  great  zeal  the  caufe  of  the  king,  fled,  after  the  defeat 
of  the  army,  to  his  own  city,  in  which  he  was  clofcly  bc- 
ficged  by  Aripert,  who,  having  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
place,  lent  the  duke  to  Turin,  where  he  was  foon  after 
murdered  by  his  order. 
Itmitt^l  to      Luitbert,  his  young  competitor,  met  with  no  better  treat- 
dioth.         ment ;  for  he  foon  after  ordered  him  to  be  ftified  in  a  bath. 
As  for  Afprand,  whom  above  all  others  the  tyrant  was  de- 
firous  of  getting  into  his  power,  he  fled  firft  to  the  above 
mentioned  ifland  in  the  lake  Larius ;  but  being  informed, 
that  a  Arong  detachment  was  marching  againft  hinij  he  ef-. 
caped  to  Ravenna,  and  from  Ravenna  to  Theudebert,  duke 
of  the  Boioarii,  with  whom  he  continued  for  the  fpace  of 
nine  years.     Aripert's  troops  reduced  the  ifland  ;  but  not 
finding  Afprand,  they  returned  to  Aripert,  who,  tranfportei 
UhtrutUj.  with  rage  at  his  difappointment,  put  out  the  eyes  of  Sigi- 
brand,  the  fon  of  Afprand,  and  at  the  fame  time  caafed  the 
nofe  and  the  ears  of  his  wife  Theuderata,  and  daughter 
Aurona,  to  be  cut  ofF.     Afprand  had  another  fon,  namei 
Luitprand ;  but  the  tyrant  fpared  him,  as  he  was  a  child, 
and  lent  him  to  his  father,  Providence  referving  him,  as 
our  hiftorian  obferves,  for  great  things  •*.     Aripert,  aot- 
withftanding  the  a£ts  of  cruelty  he  praAifed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  is  faid  to  have  governed  afterwards  with 
h  UhirtH^    gr^^^  prudence  and  equity.     He  was  a  great  friend  to  the 
to  tkt         ecclefiallics,  and  very  liberal  to  the  churches,  which  he  en- 
thurckest     riched  with  ample  donations.     To  the  church  of  Rome  he 
rcftored  many  lands,  efpecially  the  patrimony  of  the  Alpes 
Cottiae,  which  had  been  feized  on  by  king  Rotharis.    We 
are  told  that  he  fent  the  inftrument  of  this  donation  to  the 
bifhop  of  Rome,  written  in  golden  letters  •  (L).     In  the 

*  Paul.  Diac.  lib.  v.  cap.  iJS— 21.  &  lib.  vi.  cap.  22.  c  Idem, 

lib.  vi.  cap.  2S. 

(L)  The   lands  and  eflates  but  with  this  dif&rence,  that 

which  the  churches  acquired,  the   prince's  eii:ate  was  called 

not  only  within  the  diuri($  of  patrimonium  facrum,  as  appean 

their  refpedtive  cities,  but  in  iromfeveral  conftitutionsofthc 

diftant  countries,    were  flyled  Juilinianccxle  (i).     Thepatri- 

.  patrimonies,  as  were  likewife  monium  facrum  was  what  wc 

the  hereditary  eflates  both  of  now  call  the  king's  domain, 
princes   and  private    perTons; 

(i)  Cod.  Juftin.  lib.  xii. 
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ninth  year  of  his  reign,  Afprand  returned  into  Italy  at  the  Afprand 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  raifed  by  the  duke  of  the  Boioarii,  rtiumt  m-^ 
who,  having  efpoufed  his  caufe  with  great  warmth,  refolved  '^  ^'^^' 
to  affift  him  with  all  his  ftrength  in  revenging  the  cruel 
treatment  his  wife  and  children  had  received  at  the  king's 
hands.     Aripert  met  him  on  the  confines  with  an  army  of 
equal  number;  and  a  blobdy  battle, en fued,  which  conti- 
nued till  night  parted  the  combatants.     Next  day  Afprand 
^tt^rtipted  to  renew  the  fight ;  but  Aripert,  though 'he  had 
not  loft  near  fo  many  men  as  his  adverfary,  yet  declining, 
for  reafons  unknown  to  our  hiftorian,  a  fecond  engagement 
left  the  enemy  matters  of  the  field  lof  battle,  and  retired 
to  Pavia.     Being  purfued  by  Afprand,  whofe  men  were  no 
lefs  encouraged  by  his  retreat,  than  Aripert's  were  intimi- 
dated, he  abandoned  Pavia,  with  a  defign  to  pafs  into  Gaul, 
and  levy  a  new  army,  carrying  with  him  for  that  purpofe 
the  be  ft  part  of  his  treafures  ;  but  attempting  to  fwim  crofs 
the  Tefino,  he  was  drowned  in  that  river.    His  body  was  ^fffiff'f 
found  the  next  day,  and  buried  with  great  pomp  in  the  ^''^*"'«'^* 
church  of  St.  Saviour,  founded  by  Aripert,  the  firft  of  that 
name.     His   brother,  Guhtbert,  fled  to  the  king  of  the 
Franks,  and  continued  at  his  court  to  his  death.     Ragin- 
bert,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Guntbert,  governed  the  city  of  Or- 
leans for  the  king  of  the  Franks  in  the  time  of  our  hifto- 
rian •*.     The  throne  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  Aripert,  ^fp^^^^ 
Afprand  was  placed  on  it  by  the  unanimous  confentof  the  y/*^^^ 
whole  nation  j  but  he  dying  three  months  aftet*  his  accef- 
fion,  his  fon  Luitprand  fucceeded  him  in  the  kingdom  of 
the  Lombards.     But  before  we  treat  of  his  reign,  we  (hall 
relate  what  happened  till  his  time,  worthy  of  notice,  in  the 
other  provinces  of  Italy  fubjeft  to  the  Lombards. 

In  the  year  677,  died  Romuald  duke  of  Benevento,  vfrho  q^gj^j^g^ 
was  fucceeded  by  Grimoald  II.  his  fon,  to  whom  he  left  o/Be/if^ 
that  dukedom  greatly  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  Tarento,  *venio» 
Brindifi,  Bari,  and  their  territories,  which  he  took  from  the 
emperor  of  the  Eaft,  as  we  have  related  already.     Grimoald 
governed,  with  his  brother  Gifulph,  not  quire  three  years  ; 
and  upon  his  death  Gifulph  enjoyed  the  dukedom  alone 
fourteen  years  more.     All  we  find  recorded  of  him  in  hif- 
tory is  his  defolating,  "upon  what  provocation  we  know  not, 
the  territory  of  Rome.     Gifulph,  dying  in  694,  was  fuc- 
ceeded in  tne  dukedom  by  his  fon  Romuald  IL  who  ruled 
twenly-Gx  years,  during  which  he  greatly  haraflcd  the  Nea- 
politans, and  by  a  ftratagem  furprifed  Cumse,  belonging  to 
them..     Gregory  II.  then  bifiiop  of  Rome^  apprehending^ 

^  Paul.  Diac.  lib.  vi.  cap.  32. 
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tbat  metropolis  to  be  in  danger,  exerted  all  hisi  influence 
to  perfuade  the  duke  to  reilore  Cumae,  offering  him  even  a 
con6derabIe  fum  in  lieu  of  that  city  :  but  hi^  offers  proving 
ineffe£kuali  the  bilhop  atlafl  thundered  againft  him  the 
fentence  of  excommunicatfon.  Finding  that  Grimoald  re- 
garded his  excommunications  no  more  than  his  offers,  he 
had  rccourfe  to  John,  duke  of  Naples^  whom  he  advifed  to 
attack  the  city  in  the  night.  He  followed  his  advice  ;  made 
himfelf  mader  of  the  plape,  put  three  hundred  Lombards, 
with  their  gaftnid,  to  the  fword*  and  took  five  hundred  pri- 
foners,  whom  he  carried  to  Naples.  He  fold  the  city  to 
the  bifhop  for  feventy  pounds  weight  of  gold  *.  Romuald 
died  in  720,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  his  fon  Adelai,  "who  go- 
yerned  only  two  years,  and  performed  nothing  worthy  of 
notice. 

In  the  dukedom  of  Friuli,  Welcar,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed duke  by  Grimoald,  was  fucceeded  by  Landar,  and 
be  by  Rodoald,  in  whofe  abfence  Ansfrid  feized  on  the 
dukedom,  and  foon  after,  afpiring  tp  the  crown,  began  to 
make  great  preparations  fpr  fo  important  an  undertaking ;  but 
Cunipcrt,  who  reigned  at  that  time,  being  privately  ac- 
quainted with  his  defign,  found  means  to  intercept  bim  as 
be  W4s  going  to  Verona  :  however,  h^  fparcd  his  life; 
but  fcnt  him  into  baniflbment,  after  he  had  caufed  his  eyes 
to  be  put  out.  In  the  mean  time  Rodoiild  dying,  his  bro- 
ther Aldo  fucceeded  to  the  dukedom,  which  he  governed, 
according  to  our  hiftorian,  one  year  and  feven  months. 
Aldo,  who  is  ftyled  only  proteftor  of  the  dukedom,  was 
fucceeded  by  Ferdulf,  who  was  killed  by  the  Sclavonians, 
with  all  the  nobility  of  the  dukedom,  except  Municbis, 
whb  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  his  ?fcape.  Corvulus 
was  then  appointed  d^ike  by  king  Aripert,  whom  he  foon 
difobliged,  and  was  on  that  account  depofed,  and  deprived 
of  his  fight.  In  his  room  tjie  king  raifed  Pemmo  to  the 
dukedom,  who,  feeking  for  the  fons  of  the  nobility  who  had 
been  killed  by  the  Sclavonians,*  brought  them  up  with  his 
firdofSpo^  own  children.  Mitula,  who  bad  been  rewarded  by  Gri- 
leio.  moald  with  the  dukedom  of  Spoleto,  for  his  gallant  beha- 

viour againft  the  emperor  Conftans,  dying  at  this  period, 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Faroald,  who  governed  jointly  witU 
)iis  brother  Wachilap,  To  return  to  Luitprand. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  ^^^t  prince,  from  the  very  beginning  of  bis  reign,  ex- 
hibited extraordinary  marks  of  courage  and  prudence.  He 
}iad  fcarce  mounted  the  throne,  when  one  of  his  kinfmeo} 
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Qamc4 


The  HijJoryof  the  Lomhards^.  475, 

named  RothariSy  entering  into  aconfpiracy,  invited  him  to  a  Tnvocon^ 
banquet  at  his  houfe,  where  he  had  aflTaffins  concealed,  who  Jptraciu 
upon  a  fignal  agreed  on  beforehand,  were  to  rufli  into  the  ^?«f»^ 
room  where  the  king  was,  and  difpatch  him.  Liiitprand,  re-  • 
ceiving  private  intelligence  of  the  treafon  that  was  forming 
^gainft  him,  fent  for  Rotharis  to  the  palace^  who,  finding 
himfelf  diftovered,  inftantly  drew  his  fword,  with  a  defign 
to  kill  the  king;  but  he  defended  himfelf  with  great  bravery, 
till  his  guards,  alarmed  at  the  noife,  difpatched  the  traitor. 
He  fometimes  fufFered  hinrfelf  to  be  tranfported  by  his 
courage  beyond  what  was  prudent  in  a  prince,  on  whofe 
fafety  depended  the  welfare  of  (his  fubjefts.  Being  in- 
formed that  two  of  his  attendants  had  confpired  againft  his 
life,  and  only  waited  a  favourable  opportunity  of  putting 
their  defign  in  Execution,  he  one  day  walked  out  with 
them  alone  into  a  thick  wood,  when,  drawing  his  fword, 
he  upbraided  them  with  their  treachery,  and  told  them, 
that  th^y  now  had  the  opportunity  they  fo  long  wiflied  for; 
therefore  might  try  if  they  could  compafs  their  wicked  de- 
iign.  Their  fovereign's  magnanimity,  and  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  their  own  guilt,  made  fuch  a  deep  impreffion  upon 
their  minds,  that  they  threw  themfelves  at  his  feet,  and 
confeffiug  the  truth,  acknowleged  themfelves  unworthy  of 
mercy.  The  generous  prince  not  only  forgave,  but,  receivi- 
ing  them  into  favour,  preferred  them  afterwards  to  grca^ 
employments  ^  , 

Having  thus  overcome  hi§  enemies  at  home  by  kindnefst 
and  ftrengthened  his  intere(\  abroad  by  marrying  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  duke  of  the  Boloarii,  who  received  and  enter- 
tained  him  and  his  fether  in  their  diftrefs,  he  applied  him- 
felf, in  imitation  of  his  predeceflbrs  Rotharis  and  Grimoald, 
to  the  making  new  laws,  for  the  better  regulation  of  his 
kingdom,  and  adminiftration  of  juftice.     Having,  in   the 
firft  year  of  his  reign,  convened  a  general  diet  in  Pavia, 
with  the  confent  and  approbation  of  his  nobles,  and  the 
judges  from  all  parts  of  his  kingdom,  he  enafted  fcveral 
laws,  which  he  added  to  the  edifts  of  Rotharis  and  Gri- 
moald.    In  the  following  years  he  publiflied  many  others,  ^^ Puh' 
as  occafion  required ;  fo  that,  next  to  Rotharis,  he  ought  'v'^j'^^iv 
to  be  accounted /he  chief  lawgiver  of  the  Lombards  8.    but  ji,<nr// 
the  wifdom  this  prince  (hewed  in  providing  his  kingdom 
with  excellent   laws,    and  his  other  extraordinary  parts^ 
were  greatly  eclipfed  by  his  unbounded  ambition  \  for,  not 
fatisfied  with   the  large  and  extenfive  dominions  left  him 

'  f  Paul.  Diac.  lib.  v.  cap.  3S.     %  Idem.  lib.  vi.  cap.  58.     Bernard* 
Sacctts,  Hif^.  Tkin.  jib«  ix«  cap.  5.    Sigon.  Re^.  Ital.  ad  ami'  713^ 
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by  his  prcdcccflbrs,  he  undertook  to  drive  the  Romans  ont 
of  Italy;  which  cntcrprizc  at  length  occafi'oned  the  ruin 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  in  that  country :  for  the 
popes,  ^growing  jealous  of  their  great  power,  and  finding 
the  erapcroTS  of  the  Eaft  incapable  of  oppoGng  them,  or 
reftraining  their  conquefts,  had  recourse  to  a  foreign 
nation,  which  raifed  a  new  empire  in  Italy  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards^  as  we  (hall  relate  in  the 
fequel  of  this  hiftory. 

Luitprand,  impelled  by  his  ambition,  watched  all  op-» 
portunities  of  enlarging  lus  dominions  at  the  expence  of 
the  crtiperors  ;  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign  a  very  fa- 
vourable occafion  offered  :  Leo  Ifauricus,  who  at  that  time 
reigned  in  the  Eaft,  having,  by  a  fevere  edi£l,  fprbiddea 
the  worfhip  of  images,  and  ordered  them  to  be  every 
where  deftroyed,  the  people  were  fo  provoked  at  that  in- 
♦  '  novation^  that,  in  (everal  places,  they  openly  revolted,  and, 

aflaulting  the  emperor's  officers,  drove  them    out  of  the 
cities-     In  the  Eaft,  Germanus,  patriarch  of  Conftanti- 
pople,  oppofed  the  emperor's  defigns  with  great  warmth ; 
but  Leo  caufed  him  to  be  depofed,   and  Anaftafius  to  be 
raifed  to  that  fee  in  his  room,  ordering  at  the  fatne  time  all 
DiJIurh'      the  images  in  the  imperial  city  to  be  publicly  burnt.     He 
ToZ'/in^   ftriaiy  enjoined  his  officers  in  the  Weft  to  fee  his  cdift 
Itah  hthi  punfkually  obeyed   in   their  refpeclive  governments :  in 
fdiS  of       compliance  with  tljefe  orders,  Scholafticus,  then  exarch, 
teo  Ifau"     began  to  demolifh  the  images  in  all  the  churches  and  pub- 
ruuJ.  \Iq  places  in  Ravenna  ;  a  meafure  which  incenfed  the  fu- 

perftitious  multitirde  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  taking  arms, 
they  publicly  declared  they  would  rather  renounce  thei^ 
allegiance  to  the  emperor  than  the  worfliip  of  innages. 

Thus  a  kind  of  civil  war  being  kindled  in  the  city,  Luit- 
prand thought  he  had  now  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
making  himfelf  rnafter  bf  the  feat  of  the  exarch,  not  doubt- 
ing but  the  conqueft  of  fuch  an  important  place  would  be 
Luitprand   followed  by  that  of  the  whole  exarchate.  Having,  therefore, 
in*vades       collefted  all  his  forces,  he  unexpeftedly  appeared  before  Ra- 
*^^  1^*        venna,  and  inverted  it  clofely.    The  exarch  little  expedled 
^'^^     ^*      fuch  a  furprize,  as  a  friendly  correfpondence  had   been 
maintained  for  many  years  between  the  txarchs  and  the 
Lombard  kings.    However,  he  defended,  the  place  with 
fuch  courage  and  refolutipn,  that  Luitprand,  defpairing  of 
fuccefs,  raifed  the  fiege,  and  led  his  army  againft  Clai!iS| 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Ravenna,  which  he  took,  plun- 
dered, and  levelled  with  the  ground.  Th^lofs  of  this  place, 
and  the  fevere  treatment  the  inhabitants  experienced  from 
the  king,  threw  the  citizens  of  Ravenna  into  the  utmoft 

(onfternation  1 
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iconfterhation ;   which  Luitprahd    being  informed  of,  he 
refolved  to  take  advantage  of  their  fears,  and,  returning 
^before  Ravenna  while  the  inhabitants  were  thus  intimi- 
dated, to  attempt  once  more  the  reduSion  of  that  place. 
Accordingly  he  led  his  whole  army  againft  it,  and,  by  fre- 
quent attacks,  fatigued  the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  exarch,  finding  they  could  hold  put  no 
longer,  and  defpairing  of  relief,  privately  withdrew.    Luit-  Yr,  of  FI« 
prand,  informed  of  his  retreat,  attacked  the   town  with      3070. 
more  violence  than  ever,  and  having  carried  it  by  ftorm,  A>  D.  7ai, 
gave  it  up  to  be  plundered  by  his  foldiers,  who  found  in  it  //^/^|^, 
aa  immenfe  booty,  as  it  had  been  for  a  long  time  the  feat  anJpiuw^ 
of  the  Roman  emperors,  of  the  Gothic   kings,  and  the  ^irs  Ra* 
exarchs.     The  reduction  of  Ravenna  was  followed  by  the  v«»a 
furrender  of  feveral  cities  of  the  exarchate,  which  Luit- 
prand  reduced  to  a  dukedom,  appointing  Hildebrand,  his 
grandfon,  to  govern  it  with  the  title  of  duke,  and  giving 
him,  as  he  was  yet  an  infant,  Peredeus  duke  of  Vicenz* 
for  his  jguardian  ^. 

The  conqueft  of  Ravenna,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
exarchate,  greatly  alarmed  Gregory  II.  bifhop  of  Rome. 
He  was  then  at  variance  with  the  emperor,  whofe  edi£t 
againft  the  worfliip  of  images  be  had  oppofed  with  all  his 
power,  and  by  that  oppofition  provoked  Leo  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  he  had  threatened  to  drive  him  from  the  fee,  and 
fend  him  into  exile.  However,  the  pope,  no  lefs  jealous 
of  the  power  of  the  Lombards  than  all  his  prcdeceflbrs  had 
been,  refolved  to  put  a  ftop  to  their  conquefts.  The  only 
prince  in  Italy,  to  whom  he  could  have  recourfe,  was  Urfus,  s  . 
duke  of  Venice  j  for  the  Venetians  already  made  no  incon- 
fi4erable  figure.  Accordingly  he  wrote  a  very  preffing  let- 
ter, conjuring  him  to  affift  his  worthy  fon  the  exarch,  and, 
for  the  love  of  the  holy  faith,  to  attempt  with  him  the  rcr 
covery  of  the  exarchate,  which  the  wicked  nation  of  the 
Lombards  had  ynjuftly  taken  from  his  fons  Leo  and  Con- 
ftantine,  emperors.  Urfus  and  the  Venetians,  moved  by  the 
pope's  letter,  and  at  the  fame  time  'greatly  alarmed  at  the 
growth  of  fo  powerful  a  neighbour,  promifed  to  affift  the 
exarch  with  the  whole  ftrength  of  their  republic ;  and  ac- 
cordingly fitted  out  a  confiderable  fleet,  pretending  it  was 
defigned  for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor  againft  the  Sara- 
cens* At  the  fame  time  the  exarch,  who  had  taken  refuge 
in  Venice,  abandoning  that  place,  as  it  were  in  defpair  of 
bringing  the  duke  over  to  bis  party,  raifed,  in  the  places 

^  Paul.  Diac,  lib-  iv.  cap.  3a.  &  Anaft,  Bibliotb.  in  Greg.  II. 
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ilill  fubjeft  to  the  emperor,  a  body  oF  forces ;  and  marcbed 
with  tdem  towards  Imola,  pretending,  that  he  defigned  to 
bcfiege  that   city ;  but  turning  on  a  fudden  towards  Ra- 
venna, befiegcd  it  by  land,  while  the  Venetians  invefted  it 
almofl  at  the  fame  inilant  by  fea.     Peredeus  defended  the 
town  for  fome  time  with  great  courage  and  refolution, 
obliging  all  thofe  who  were  able  to  bear  arms  to  repair  to 
Rsvemia     the  walls  :  but  the  Venetians  having,  notwithftanding  all  op- 
ricovered    pofition,  forced  open  one  of  the  gates  on  the  fide  of  the  fea, 
h'^'d    the  city  was  taken,  and  Peredeus  flain,  while  he  was  at- 
lAf  V^e*     teijipting,  at  the  head  of  a  choice  body,  to  drive  the  enemy 
tiatit*  from  the  pods  they  had  feized.     Hildebrand  fell  into  the 

hands  of  the  Venetians,  who,  having  thus  recovered  Ra- 
venna for  the  emperor,  returned  home,  leaving,  the  exarch 
in  poflefGon  of  the  city.  Luitprand  was  then  at  Pavia  ;  but 
the  town  was  taken  before  he  could  afiemble  his  troops  for 
its  relief  ^. 

Gregory,  bifliop  of  Rome,  to  whom  the  recovery  of  Ra- 
venna was  chiefly  owing,  perfuading  himfelf,  that  the  em- 
peror would,  through  gratitude,  give  ear  to  his  remon- 
ftrances  and  admonitions,  began  to  folicit  him  with  more 
preffing  letters  than  ever  to  revoke  his  edift  againft  the 
worftiip  of  images;  but  Leo,  knowing 'that  the  bilhop^  in 
all  the  meafures  he  had  taken,  had  been  more  influenced  by 
a  regard  to  his  own  intereft  than  to  that  of  the  empire,  in- 
llead  of  liftening  to  his  remonftrances,  was  ftill  more  pro- 
voked againft  him  for  thus  obftinately  oppofing  the  execu- 
t,0  and  tion  of  his  edift.  Being  therefore  refolved  at  all  events, to 
fope  Gre-  h^vg  jt  obferved  in  Rome  itfelf,  and,  on  'the  other  hand, 
gory  quoT'  ^^^  doubting  but  the  pope  would  ftrenuoufly  oppofe  it,  in 
order  to  remove  all  obftacles,  he  fent  three  officers  to  Rome, 
with  private  orders  either  to  difpatch  the  pope,  or  to  take 
him  prifoner,  and  convey  him  to  Conftantinople,  At  the 
fame  time  he  wrote  to  Mauritius  duke  of  Rome,  fecretly 
enjoining  him  to  affift  his  officers  in  their  undertaking  ;  but 
no  favourable  opportunity  oflering  to  put  their  defign  in 
execution,  the  emperor,  in  the  year  725,  recalled  Schola- 
fticus,  and  fent  Paul,  a  patrician,  into  Italy,  to  govern  in  his 
room,  with  private  in(lru£lions  to  encourage  the  above 
mentioned  officers  with  the,  promife  of  great  rewards,  and 
to  aflurc  them  of  his  proteftion. 

But  in  the  mean  time  the  plot  was  difcovered,  and  two 
of  the  confpirators  were  apprehended  by  the  citizens  of 
Rome,  ind  put  to  death,  the  third  having  efcaped  into  a 

^  Paul  Diac.  lib.  vi.  cap.  31. 
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monaftery,  where  he  took  the  monadic  habit^  and  enfded 
'  his  days*.    The  exarch,  in  compliance  with, the  emperor's 
iHders,  refolved  to  proceed  no  longer  by  fecret  plots,  but  by 
open  force.     Accordingly,  he  began  his  march,  at  the  head  *thiex» 
of  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  for  Rome,  with  a  defign  to  areh  at'^ 
feize  on  the  pope,  and   fend  -him  in  chains  to  Conftanti-  ^^^puto 
nople  :  but^  on  this  occafion,  Luitprand,  though  incenfed  ^^  Vitp^pt 
againft  Gregory  for  having  excited  the  Venetians  againft  power  - 
him,  refolved   to  affift  him,  and   the   citizens   of  Rome, 
againft  the  exarch,  in   order  to  keep  the  balance  even  be- 
tween   them,    and,'  by  aflifting  fornetimes  the  one,   and 
fometimes  the  other,  weaken  both,     Purljiant  to  this  refo-  'ivboisdtm 
lution,  he  ordered  the  Lombards  of  Tufcany,  and  thofe  oifif^tdby 
the  dukedom  of  Spoleto,  to  join  the  pope,  and  the  inhabit-  ^^^P^^*"^ 
^nts  of  Rome,  who,  being  by  fhis  reinforcement,  far  fupe- 
rior  in  ftrength  and  number  to  the  exarch,  obliged  him  to 
return  to  Ravenna,  and  refign  all  thoughts  of  any  farther 
5it tempt  on  the  perfbn  af  the  pope. 

In  the  mean  time  Leo,  perfifting  in  his  former  rcfolution 
of  fuppreffing  throughout  his  dominions  the  worflbip  of 
images,  fent  frefli  orders  to  the  exarch  Paul,  ftridly  com- 
nianding  him   to  caufe  his  edidl  to  be  put  in  execution  in. 
all  the  cities  of  Italy  under  his  empire,  efpecially  in  Rome* 
At  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  the  pope,  promifing  him  his 
favour  and  protection,  if  he  complied  with  the  edift  ;  and 
declaring  him,  if  he  continued  to  oppofe  it,  a  rebel,  and  no 
longer  veiled'  with  the  papal  dignhy  :  but  Gregory  was  fo  Thrpopt 
far  from  yielding  to  the  emperor's  threats  or  promifes,  that,  oppofefthe- 
on  the  contrary,  he  folemnly  excommunicated  the  exarch  ^^P^^*"** 
for  attempting  to  put  the  imperial  edift  in  execution.     At  IJ,-^^^" 
the  fame  time  he  w^rote  circular  letters  to  the  Venetians,  to  imagesm 
king  Luitprand,  to  the  Lombard  dukes,  and  all  the  chief 
cities  of  the  empire,  exhorting  them  to  continue  ftedfaft  in 
the  catholic  faith,  and  to  oppofe  with  all  their  power  fuch  a 
detcftable  innovation.  Thefe  letters  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
on  the  minds  of  the  people  in  Italy,  that,  though  of  differ- 
ent interefts,  and  often  at  war  with  one  another,  they  all 
-    united,  protefting  they  would  defend  the  catholic  faith,  arid 
the  life  q\  the  pope  in  fo  glorious  a  caufe,  at  the  expence 
of  their  own  ;  and  the  citizens  of  Rome,  and  the  inhabit-  Siverat 
ants  of  Pentapolis,  now  Marca  d'Ancona,  not  contenting  cities  re* 
^themfclves  with  fuch  a  proteftation,  revolted  from  the  em-  '^^*' 
peror,  and,  overturning  his  ftatues,  eledtcd,  by  their  own 
authority,  magiftrates  to  govern  them  during  the  inter- 
regnum. 

2  Anall.  in  Greg.  II.  Slgon.  ad  Ann.  725.  Marg.  Freher.  in  Chron« 
Exar.  Rav.  p*  38. 

Mean 


% 
/ 


^7 6  The  Htflory  of  tie  Lombards, 

Alean  while,  the  exarch  Paul|  having  gained  a  conG<lef« 

able  pdrty  in  Ravenna,  began,  purfuant  to  the  repeated 

orders  from  the  emperors,   to  remove  the  images,  as  fo 

Great  Sf-'    many  idols,  out  of. the  churches.     The  adverfe  party,  fup- 

tufkofttis     ported  and  encouraged  by  the  pope,  flew  to  arms,  and,  at- 

Mr  Rawn     tacking  the  iconoclafts,  or  image-breakers,  as  they  ftyled 

ma  i  0fid     |}jciii,  gave  rife  to  a  civil  war  within  the  walls  of  Ravenna. 

Great  numbers  were  killed  on  both  fides;  but  thofe  who 

were  for  the  worfhip  of  images  at  laft  prevailing,  a  dreadful 

ih  ixarth  flaughtcr  was  made  of  the  pppofite  party,  and,  among  the 

mwrdtrtd,    jeft^  the  exarch  himfelf  was  murdered.    However,  the  city 

of  Ravenna  continued  faithful  to  the  emperor  ;  but  moftof 

M  Pin-      the  cities  of  Romagna  belonging  to  the  exarchate^  and  all 

tap9hs^  and  thofe  of  Pcntapolis  or  La  Marca  d'Ancona,  abhorring  the 


^mud.  vantage,  by  reprefenting>  that  they  could  never  maintain 
their  religious  rights  under  a  prince,  who  was  not  only  a 
heretic,  but  a  perfecutor  of  the  orthodox. 

In  Naples,  Exhilaratus,  duke  of  that  city,  having  receiv- 
ed peremptory  orders  from  the  emperor  to  caufe  his  edift 
to  be  put  in. execution,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  per* 
fuade  the  people  to  receive  it ;  but  finding  all  his  endea- 
vours counterafted  by  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  for  whom  the 
Neapolitans  had  a  great  veneration,  he  hired  aflTaffins  to 
Thi  Ntm-  murder  him.  ^  The  plot  being  difcovered,  the  Neapolitans, 
f<i^uaHsput  incenfed  againft  the  duke,  tore  both  him  and  his  fon  to 
ioT  k'  pieces,  and  likbvvife  affaffinated  one  of  his  chief  officers, 
who  had  compofcd  a  libel  againft  the  pope  *.  Luitprand, 
and  Gregory  duke  of  Bcnevento,  feizing  fo  favourable  an 
opportunity  to  make  themfelvts  matters  of  the  dukedom  of 
Naples,  exerted  themfelves  to  perfuade  the  Neapolitans  to 
fubmit  to  them  :  but  the  Neapolitans,  bearing  an  irrecon- 
cileable  hatred  to  the  Lombards,  wuth  whom  they  had  been 
conftantly  at  variance,  reje£lcd  every  overture  of  that  na- 
ture with  the  utmoft  indignation,  and,  continuing  ftedfaft 
in  their  allegiance  to  Leo,  received  from  Conftantinople 
Peter,  who  was  fent  to  govern  them  in  the  room  of  Exhi- 
laratus. 

Leo,  hearing  of  the  murder  of  the  exarch,  and  the  ge- 

xieral  revolt  of  the  cities,  and  not  doubting  but  the  pope 

.  was  the  chief  author  of  fo  much  mifchicf,  fent  the  eunuch 

Eutychius  into  Italy,  with  the  title  and  authority  of  exarch, 

ftri«ly  enjoining  him  to  get  the  pope  removed  by  fomc 

/  *  MaJmb,  Hift.  Iconoclail.  p.  73. 
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means  or  otlier,  fince  his  dekth  was  abfolutely  neceflaf  7  for 
the  tranquility  of  Italy.     The  exarch  fpared  no  pains  to  get  £,^^/|^^ 
the  pope  into  his  power ;  but  a  meflenger^whom  he  had  fent  i/tg  ^g^  ' 
tp  Rome,  being  apprehended  by  the  Citizens,  and  an  order  exarck  ai-^ 
found  upon  him  from  the  emperor  to  all  his  officers  in  that  ''^/^^  ^« 
city,  commanding  them  to  murder  the  pope  at  all  events,  ?j!f 
the  pope's  friends  henceforth  guarded  him  with  fuch  care,  \igreJ, 
that  the  exarch's  emifTaries  could  never  aftewards  find  an 
opportunity  of  executing  their  defign.     As  for  the  meflen- 
ger^  the  Romans  would  have  put  him  to  death  ;  but  thje 
pope  interpofed,  contenting  himfelf  with  excommunicating 
the  exarcb  **. 

The  Romans,  enraged  more  than  ever  againft  Leo,  and^  <f^,  ^^j*.;^ 
cm  the  other  hand,  unwilling  to  live  under  the  Lombards,  9fthopopt*i 
Jtefolved  to  revolt  from  the  emperor,  and  appoint  their  own  tempor^ 
magiftrates,  keeping  thcmfelves  united  under  the  pope,  not  ^«^'''- 
ait  tuis  time  as  their  prince,  but  only  as  their  head.     This 
Hep  they  took  accordingly,  and  from  thefe  flender  begins 
nings  the  fovereignty  of  the  popes  in  Italy  took  its  rife, 
though  they  did  not  then,  as  is  commonly  fuppofed  by  hiilo- 
lians,  but  many  years  after  become  fovereign  lords  of  Rome* 

Eutychius  failed  in  his;  deiign  upon  the  life  of  the  pope  ; 
but  having  brought  with  him  from  Conftantinople  a  grea£ 
number  of  troops,  he  eaHly  quelled  the  rebellion  in  Ravenna, 
and  feverely  puniflied  the  authors  of  the  late  difturbances. 
As  for  the  rebellious  Romans,  he  was  convinced  he  could 
never  reduce  them  as  long  as  they  were  fupported  by  the 
king  of  the  Lombards ;  and  therefore  he  employed  all  his 
art  and  policy  to  take  off  that  prince  from  the  party  of  tlie 
Romans,  and  bring  him  over  to  his  own, 

Luitprand,  for  fome  time,  withftood  all  his  offers ;  but    .     ^ 
Thrafimund,^  duke  of  Spoleto,  revolting  at  this  very  junc-  h^t^lg^^^ 
ture,  the  exarch,  embracing  that  opportunity,   offered  to  thi  exarch 
affift  the  king  with  all  his  ftrength  againft  the  rebelUpus  and  Luit" 
duke,  provided  he  would,  in  return,  aflifl:  him  againft  the  P^^a^. 
pope  and  the  Romans.    With  this  propofal  Luitprand  rea- 
dily clofed  ;  and  a  league  being  concluded  upon  thefe  terms 
between  him  and  the  exarch,  the  two  armies  joined,  and 
began  their  march  towards  Spoleto.     At  their  approach  the 
duke,  defpairing  of  being  able  to  refift  two  fuch  powers, 
came  out  with  a  fmall  attendance  to  meet  them,  and  throw- 
ing himfelf  at  the  king's  feet,  fued,  in  that  hunible  pofturie, 
for  pardon ;  which  Luitprand  not  only  granted,  hut,  con- 
firmed him  in  the  dukedom,  after  he  had  obliged  him  to 
take  a  new  oath  of  allegiance,  and  give  hoftages  for  his 

^  Frcher  in  CbroQ.  Exarch.  Raven*  p.  8^« 
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future  fidelity.  From  Spoleto  the  two  armies  marched,  m 
purfuancfc  of  the  treaty,  to  Rome,  and  encamped  in  the 
meadows  of  Nero  between  the  Tiber  and  the  Vatican. 

Gregory  had  caufed  the  city  to  be  fortified ;  but  being 
fenfible  that  the  Romans  alone  could  not  long  hold  out 
againft  two  fuch  armies,  and  reflefting  on  the  kind  treat- 
ment the  duke  of  Spoleto  had  received  on  his  fubmitting 
to  the  king,  he  rcfolved  to  follow  his  example.  Accord- 
ingly, taking  with  him  fome  of  the  clergy,  and  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  he  went  to  wait  on  the  king  in  his 
camp ;  and  there,  with  a  pathetic  fpeeoh,  foftened  Luit- 
prand  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  throwing  himfelf  at  his  feet 
in  the  prefence  of, the  whole  army,  he  implored  pardon  for 
entering  into  an  alliance  againft  him ;  and  affuring  him  of 
his  prote<3ion  for  the  future,  went  with  him  to  the  church 
of  St.  Peter:  there,  disarming  himfelf  in  the  prefence  of 
his  chief  officers,  he  laid  his  girdle,  his  fword,  and  his 
gauntlet,  with  his  royal  mantle,  his  crown  of  gold,  and 
crofs  of  filver,  on  the  apoftle's  fepulchre.  Afterthis  cere- 
mony he  reconciled  the  pope  with  the  exarch,  who  was  re- 
ceived into  the  city,  where  he  continued  for  fome  time, 
maintaining  friendly  correfpqndence  with  the  pope  ^.  At 
this  period  an  impoftor,  aiTuming  the  name  of  Tiberius,  and 
pretending  to  be  defcended  from  the  emperors,  fedticed  a 
great  many  people  in-Tufcany,  and  was  proclaimed  em- 
peror. The  exarch  refolved  to  march  againft  him ;  but  as 
he  had  not  fufficient  forces  to  oppofe  the  rebels,  Gregory, 
who  let  no  opportunity  flip  of  obliging  Leo,  perfuaded  the 
Romans  to  attend  the  exarch  in  this  expedition ;  by  which 
means  the  ufurper,  being  taken  in  a  caftle,  his  head  was 
fent  to  the  emperor,  and  the  rebellion  totally  fuppreffed: 
but  the  emperor  ftill  infiflingon  hisedift  againft  the  images 
being  received  in  Rome,  ihe  Romans,  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  pope,  publicly  renounced  their  allegiance  to  Leo,  paid 
him  no  more  tribute,  and  withdrew  for  ever  their  obedience 
from  the  emperors  of  the  Euft. 

Leo,  informed  of  this  revolt,  and  not  queftioning  but 
the  pope  was  the  author  of  it,  immediately  caufed  all  the 
patrimonies  of  the  church  of  Rome  in  Sicily,  Calabria,  and 
his  other  dominions,  to  be  confifcated.  At  the  fame  time 
he  ordered  a  powerful  armyto  be  raifed,  with  a  defign  to 
recover  the  towns  that  had  revolted,  to  chaftife  the  Ro- 
mans for  their  rebellion,  and,  above  all,  to  be  revenged  on 
the  pope,  who  had  raifed  all  thefe  difturbances,  by  oppof* 
ing  himfolfi  and  perfuading  others  to  oppofe,  the  execu- 
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tk)n  of  his  edi£i:.  Gregory,  greatly  alarmed  at  the  warlike 
preparations  that  were  carrying  on  throughout  the  empire, 
and  well  knowing  that  they  were  chiefly  defignedagainft  him 
and  the  Romans,  refoived  to  recur  to  the  proteftion  of  the 
French,  the  only  nation  at  that  time  capable  of  oppofing 
the  emperor,  and  on  whoxn,  on  account  of  their  zeal  for 
religion,  he  thought  he  might  depend.  The  L'^mbards  were 
then  very  powerful ;  but,  as  they  wanted  to  be  matters  of 
Rome,  he  did  not  think  it  politic  to  truft  them.  *  The  Ve- 
netians, though  zealous  in  the  defence  of  the  pope,  were 
not  yet  in  a  condition  to  withftand  the  power  of  the  empe^ 
ror;  and  befides,  were  jealous  of  the  Lombards,  who  watched 
all  opportunities  of  enlarging  their  dominions  at  the  ex« 
pence  of  their  neighbours.  Spaih  was  then  in  a  moft  de- 
plorable condition,  over-ran  and  almoft  wholly  ruined  b]f 
the  Saracens. 

The  French  nation  was  governed  by  the  celebrated  Charles 
Martel,  who  had  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  a  moft  eminent 
manner  in  the  wars  of  France  and  Germany,  and  had,  not 
long  before,  gained  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Saracens  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Tours;  on  which  account  he  was  gene- 
rally reputed  the  beft  commander,  and  the  greateft  hero, 
of  his  time.  To  him,  therefore,  Gregory  fent  a  folemn  inho  Aai 
embafTy,  with  a  great  number  of  reliques,  carneftly  intreat-  reeour/tt^ 
ing  to  take  the  Romans  and  the  church  under  his  protec-  '^^'"^•^^^ 
tion,  and  defend  them  againft  the  attempts  of  Leo.  The 
arnbafladors  were  received  with  extraordinary  marks  of  ho- 
nour, and  a  treaty  was  loon  concluded .  between  them  and 
Charles,  who  engaged  to  march  into  Italy  in  perfon,  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  in  defence  of  the  Romans  and 
the  church,  if  they  fliould  be  attacked  either  by  the  empe- 
ror or  the  Lombards.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Romans  en- 
gaged to  acknowlege  him  for  their  prote£tor,  and  confer,  on 
him  the  honour  of  the  confullhip,  as  it  had  been  formerly 
beftowed  on  Clovis  by  the  emperor  Anaftafius,  after  that 
prince  had  defeated  the  Vifigoths.  The  ambaffadors  re- 
-  turned  from  France  loaded  with  rich  prefents/* ;  but  Gre- 
gory did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  negotiations,  for 
he  died  the  fame  year,  731,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Gre- 

The  emperor  Leo  dying,  was  fucceedfed  by  his  fon  Con-  New  dif* 

.  ftantine,  furnamed  Copronymus,  who,  treading  in  the  foot-  {i^^^^^f* 

fteps  of  his  father,  renewed  his  edi£l  againft  images,  and  ^^gaj^ed 

began  to  profecute  all  thofe  who  ftood  up  in  their  defence,  by  the  edih 

.  Not  fatisfi^d  with  orderifitg  the  images  to  be  remoyed^  be  rf  Coi^aM* 

tine  Copr§* 

<  Vide  Append,  ad  Greg.  Tur,  pi  J5«  njfmuu 
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proceedecl  farther,  and  forbad  the  invocation  of  faints,  t£* 
pecially  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  not  fuSering  any  holidays  to 
TO  kept  in  her  honour,  or  her  afliftance  to  be  implored. 
This  edi£l  occaficned  freih  difturbances  in  Italy,  and  con- 
firmed the  Romans  in  the  refolutiotl  they  had  taken  of  fe- 
Earating  tbemfelve^  entirely  from  the  empire,  efpecially  as, 
eing  now  under  the  protection  of  Charles  Martel,  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  emperor.  They  therefore  drove 
out  of  their  city  fuch  of  the  imperial  officers  as  they  had  hi- 
therto fufFered  to  continue  in  it ;  and  by  this  ftep  aboliflieii 
the  very  fliadowof  dominion  which  the  emperor  bad  among 
them.  The  emperor  Leo  was  not  long  furvived  by  Gregory 
III.  His  fucceflpr  Zachary  was  no  fooncr  ele&ed  than  be 
difpatched  a  folemn  embafiy  to  Luitprand,  intreating  him 
to  rcftorc  the  four  cities,  which  had  been  furrendered  to 
him  upon  his  raifing  the  fiege  of  Rome.  Luitprand  received 
the  ambaiTadors  with  extraordinary  marks  of  honour,  and 
ieemed  inclined  to  comply  with  their  requeft ;  but  as  the 
defired  reftitution  was  delayed  from  time  to  time,  Zachary, 
in  imitation  of  Gregory,  went  in  perfon  to  wait  on  the 
king,  attended  by  all  the  clergy  of  tlome.  Luitprand,  who 
was  then  at  Term*,  received  him  with  the  g^eatcft  refpcS, 
and  not  only  granted  him  his  reqpeft,  but  reftored  to  the 
church  of  Rome  the  patrimony  in  Sabina,  which  bad  befm 
confifcated  thirty  years  before,  and  concluded  a  peace  with 
the  Romans  for  .twenty  years.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
his  reign,  being  impatient  of  reft,  he  invaded  the  exarchate; 
and,  having  taken  Cefena>  was  making  the  neceflary  pre- 
parations for  befieging  Ravenna,  and  bringing  that  place 
once  more  under  his  dominion:  but  Zachary,. for  whom  the 
king  had  the  greateft  veneration,  interpofing,  Luitprand, 
at  his  requeft,  not  only  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  making 
farther  conquefts,  but  even  reftored  Ccfena,  and  fome  other 
places,  which  he  had  taken  ^ 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Not  long  after  this  event  Luitprand  died,  in  the  year  743, 
309X.  the  thirty-fecond  of  his  reign,  and  was  buried  with  great 
•^  ^*  7^^*  pomp  and  folemnity  in  the  church  of  St.  Adrian  in  Pavia.' 
Lulurand  ^^^^^^  Diocanus  bcftows  on  him  the  highefl:  encomiums, 
^f^  and  not  undefervedly  \  tor  he  was  endued  with  every  good 

quality  that  could  adorn  a  prince.  He  governed  with  great 
juftice  and  moderation,  Creating  his  fubjefis  as  his  children, 
and  giving  daily  inftances  of  his  generofity  and  good-nature, 
even  to  his  greateft  enemies.  He  enlarged  his  dominions 
by  the  addition  of  Pcntapolis,  and  the  gresrter  part  of  JEmi" 
lia :  indeed^  his  thirft  after  conquefts,  and  bis  ambition^ 

•  FauUDiac,  lib.  v^.  cap.  57,  ^Sr 

arc 
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are  the  only  faults  which  the  writers  of  thofe  time$  have 
been  able  to  difcover  in  his  chara£ter.  He  founded  many 
churches  and  monafteries,  enumerated  by  Paulus  Diaconus% 
the  vefliges  of  which  are  admired  to  this  day  (S). 

Luitprand  was  fucceeded  by  his  grandfon  Hildeprand  or  HiUtbrand 
Hildebrand,  whom  he  had,  fome  years  before,  taken  for  his  ^^'f'^'* 
.colleague  injthe  kingdom:  but  the  Lombards,  finding  him  Z''"  ^^^ 
unequal  to  fo  great  a  charge,  depofed  him,  after  a  ihort  /?!  a-j 
reign  of  feven  months,  and  in  his  rooiti  raifed  to  the  throne  cko/$H  in 
Rachis,  duke  of  Friuli,  a  perfon  much  efteemed  for  his  ^^^  f^^ 
piety  and  eminent  virtues  <•    He  afcended  the  throne  in 
744,  to  the  unfpeakable  fatisfadion  of  the  whole  nation  ; 
and,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  confirmed  the  peace 
with  Zachary  and  the  Romans,  which  had  been  granted 
them  by  his  predeceflbr.     In  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign, 
finding  the  laws  of  the  Lombards  ftill  defe£tive,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  many  alterations  and  additions  made  by  the 
preceding  kings,  he  refolved  to  fupply  the  deficiency,  and 
mitigate  fome  particular  laws  that  were  deemed  too  rigo- 
rous.    Accordingly,  having  i:onvened  the  ftates  in  Pavia,  H/  pub* 
he,  with  their  confent  and  approbation,  publifhed  a  new  /?^«««*«i^ 
code  in  745,  and  ordered  it  to  be  obferved  throughout  his  ^^^^ 
dominions.    This  code,  containing  eleven  chapters,  is  ftill .       * 
to  be  feen  in  the  monaftery  of  Cava,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  ^      ' 

Having  thus  provided  his  fubje£^s  with  excellent  laws, 
and  fettled  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  to  his  fatisfa£bion, 
he  fuddenly  turned  his  thoughts  upon  war.     Stimulated  by 
the  ambition  of  enlarging  his  dominions^  he  raifed  9,  confi- 
derable  army,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  it,  retook 
feveral  places  in  Pentapolis,  which  had  revolted  from  him  $ 
then  entering  the  Roman  dukedom,  laid  clofe  fiege  to  Pe-  HiinvaJa 
rugia.     The  emperor  was  at  a  great  diftance,  and  did  not  tht  R$ma» 
regard  the  affairs  of"  Italy.     The  axarch  was  not  in  a  con-  dukedom, 
dition  to  defend  himfelf,  much  lefs  to  proteft  his  neigh-  ^»^^' 
b^urs.    Zachary,  therefore,  inftead  of  foliciting  the  affifi-  j»^ll^^ 
anc^  either  of  the  emperor  or  the  exarch,  refolved  to  try, 
whether,  by  his  cfwn  authority  and  charad^er,  he  could  di- 

f  Paul.  Diac.  lib.  vi.  cap.  57,  5^.  sErch.apud  PeregriQ. 

in  Hift.  Princ.  Longob.  p.  5.  b  Idem-  ibid. 

"\ 
(S)  With  the  death  of  Luit-    of  which  city  his  great-grand- 
prand,  Paulus  Diaconus  cbfes    father's  father  fettled,  when  the 
his  hiftory  of  the  Lombards.     Lombards,  his  countrymen,  firfk 
He  was  deacon  of  the  church    came  into  Italy, 
of  Forum  Julii,  in  the  territory 

Vol.  XVIL  I  i  vert 
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Yeti  the  king  of  the  Lombards  from  purftiing  bis  conqsetf: 
As  his  former  journey  had  proved  fuccefsful  beyond  his  ex* 
pedation,  he  refolved  to  undertake  another.  Accordingly^ 
he  went  in  perfon  to  the  camp  of  Rachis)  under  tfee  wails 
of  Ptrugia,  and  being  received  by  that  prince  wiA  great 
marks  of  refpefl  and  veneration,  reprttented  vitk  fuck 
force  and  energy  the  punifiiment  referved  for  tbofe  wiio 
unjuftly  invade  (be  property  of  others,  that  Racbis,  deeply 
»  afl^^led  with  his  fpeech,  not  only  raifed  the  Gegeofft- 

Ih  rmfes     rugia^  but  reftored  all  the  places  he  held  in  mtapelis. 
^!11j?*\     The prefcnce  and  authority  of  thfc  bifhop  made fock a ftrwif 
*  impreflion  on  his  mind,  that  the  following  year  be  ^mto 

Rome,  with  his  wife  Tafia,  and  hit  daughter  Ratrada,  to 
pay  him  a  vifit  :   being  overcome,  while  he  was  in  tkat 
city,  with  the  enthuHafm  of  religion,  he  renounced  his 
kingdom,  and  proftrating  himfelf  at  the  pope's  feet,  took 
the  habit  of  St.  Benedift,  and  retired  to  the  monafery  of 
Monte  Caffino,  where  he  fpent  the  rfcifeaindcr  of  bis  djy^ 
and  was  honoured  after  his  de;ith  by  thofemonksasafiint 
Tafia,  his  wife,  and  Ratruda,  his  daughter,  followed  his 
example,  retiring  into  a  monaftery  of  virgins,  founded  bj 
them  at  a  fmall  diAance  from  Monte  Caffino  K 
Yr.  of  Fl.      The  Lombards  no  feor>er  heard  that  Rachis  bad  refipwi 
3«99*      the  crown  than,  afiembling  in  Psrv»a,  they  ehelfchis  brother 
^•^•75'*  Aftulphus,  or  Aiftulphus,  a  man  of  great  gallantry  in  the 
A'i  krQtktr  ^^^^  *"^  wifdom  in  council.     He  raifed  the  kingdom  rf 
Afiuiphut     the  Lombards  to  the  bigheft  pitch  of  grandeur ;  wbich  oo- 
ehofem  king  cafioncd  it«  total  ruin,  as  we  ftall  foon  relate.    Ifi  tl»ej^ 
mkurwrn.  ginning  of  his  reign,  he  confirmed  the  peace  concluded  bfr 
tween  his  brother  and  pope  Zachary,  who  died  the  fcBof' 
ing  year,  751,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Stephen  11.    B«^^^ 
phen,  having  held  the  fee  three  days,  died  on  thefo«rt«>, 
jind  in  his  room  was  chofen  another,  named  }ftcwifcJ>^ 
phen,  whom,  the  anciaits  call  Stephen  IL  not  rccW 
his  predeceffor,  who  died  before  fee  was  confeeratcd j 
in  thofe  days  the  eleaion  ateac  did  not  make  a  pope, »« 
the  confecratfon.     Stephen  IL  or,  as  the  rnodcrn  wnttR 
call  him,  the  third,  three  months  after  bis  dcfljcfl)  ^^ 
patched  legates  to  king  Aftulphus,  with  rich  P^^j^/J^V 
confirm  the  peace,  which  bad  been  lately  griMiM^P'* 
prince  to  Zachary.  .  t  t    reatel 

Ht  cpnfirmi  The  king  rf  ceived  the  new  pope's.  legatc$  with  ^^j^^]^^ 
the  peace  "refpeft,  ind  not' Only  ratified  the  peace,  '^^  ^^^^  j -iti 
^'^^  ^^     tern^  of  it  forty  ycjvs.    This  prplon^aUon  ^e  jraptedw 

«  Erch.  apod  Peregrin,  in  Hift.Pnac  I^»J^9>'  ?•  J' *^^ 
tienf.  Ckron*  Ub*  i.  cap.  t. 


I 

the  titfitfry  of  ihe  LMtharcb:  48 J 

fto  ottier  vie>Xr,  but  to  divert  the  pope  from  oppofing  tlie 
defign  he  had  upon  the  exarchate,  which  he  was  refolved 
to  ittvade,  the  erhpefor  Coiiffantinc  Copronymus  being  then 
dirg^ged  in  a  Wafr  With  the  Saracens  and  Bulgarians,  and  all 
Afia  and  Greece  miferably  defolated  by  a  dreadful  plague. 
He  thought  he  coufd  not  have  a  more  favourable  opportu-^     ^ 
hiry  of  fflble^ting  RavenYia,  atid  the  reft  of  the  exarchate ;  He  invades 
thereforcj^.  h^ing  rarfed  a' very  confiderable  army,  he  march-  '^'  ^*«''- 
^d"  iihftiediateVy  to  that  city,  and  clofely  befieged  it.     Euty-  f^?''*/"f 
cbiusf,  >^ho  was  ftill  exarch,  defended  the  place  for  fome  ,j,^„|,^^  *  . 
time  With  great  valour ;  but  finding  his  men  quite  exhaufled, 
and  defpairirtg  of  relief,  he  at  laft  abandoned  it  to  the  ene- 
ilty,  and  retarneJ  by  fta  to  CoAftantinople.     Aftulphus, 
Aus'  b'etomtf  mailer  of  the  metropolis  of  the  exarchate,  re- 
duced vi^ith  great  eafe  the  other  cities,  artd  d¥  Pentapolis,. 
which  he  added  to  his  kingdom,  andby  tRat  addrtiont  raifed 
the  pow^r  of  the  Lombards  to  a  higher  pi'tch  than  any  of 
Bis  pfed^ceflbi's  had  ever  attained'.     Thus  ended  the  exar-  Yr.  of  1^1. 
chate  of  Ravenna,  and  with  it  the  fplenrfour  of  that  city,      Sroo- 
Which,  ever  flnce  £he  time  of  Valentiniian,  the  emperors'  ^*  ^'  75** 
Aarf  chofen  for  the  place  of  their  fefidence,  as  it  was  after-  Anendttf 
Wafdk  the' feat  of  the. Gothic  king^s,  and,  Ci^on  their  ex-  the exar* 
pDlflbh',  of  ihe  es:ai*cH^,  who',  for  the  fpace  of  a  hundred' ^A^i/^, 
and  eightyTthrce  years,  ma'intaiil'ed  the  pDWei*  and  authority  ^^'^^  y 
of  the^  emperors  of  the  Eaft  in  Italy.    As  die  dukes  of  the  f^^^a 
^ther  cities  of  Italy,  and  of  Rome  itfelf^  werfe  under  the'  dukedom. 
exarcli,  who  refidcfd  at  Ravenna,  the  Wlhops  of  that  fee' 
contended  for  precedency  eVeii  With  the  blffiops  hi  Rome  :' 
but  a  period  was,  at  the  fame  time;  put  to  the  ejtarchate  attcf 
W  the  luftre  of  that  aricient  metropolis,  which  was  reduced^ 
by  the  Lombards  to  a-dtikedom  5  lb  that  by  degrees  it  de- 
cayed, and  in  procefs  of  time  fiftltt  into  thedeplbrablfe  con- 
dition ill  which  it  is  at  prefent.    . 

Aftulphus,  now  mafter  of  the  exarchate,  thought  he  had^  Afiulphus 


a  jlifl?  title  to  all  the  places  rfeperiding  on  that  domain,  and*  in-vadestht 
confequently  to  the  Roman  dukedom,  and'  to  Rome  irfelf.  ^T^* 
iffe  therefore  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  that  city,  requiring'  ''***^*'*** 


the  inhabitants  to  acknowlege  him  for  their  ibvercign ;  ana 
alleging,  in  juffiffcation  of  his  demand,  that  the  exarchate, 
WfiicK  was  his  by  right  of  conqueft,  gave  him  the  famer 
power  which  the  emperors  had  till  then  in  Italy  over  ther 
inhabitants  of  Rome,  and  the  Roman  dukedom  ;  at  ther 
fame  time  he  began  his  march  towards  Rome.  Having  taken 
Narnia,  now  Narni,  he  fent  a  herald  from  thenee  to  acquaint 
the  pope,  that  he  was  determined*  to  plunder  Rome,  and^ 
put  all  the  Romans  to  the  fword,  if  they  refufed  to  acknow- 
kge  bim^  by  paying  yearly  a  goldea  folidus  a-head.    The 

I  i  %  pope, 
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TAi  p§pi  pop^/  tilarmed  at  this  fevere  meflage,  attempted  firft  to  &. 
0Mdea'uQurs  vert  the  king  from  this  refolutioh  by  a  folemn  embafiy,  at 
$**vaint§  the  bead  of  which  were  the. two  abbots  of  Monte  GalEno 
^tverthim  ^^^  gj^  Vincentius,  who  mcctinc  the  king  at  Vulturnum,a 

irom  that        •        .      ^-^  •  •     1    1    1  •  r     %  1     l  j" 

invajkn,      ^'^y  ^^  Campania,    remmded  h^m  of  the  peace  he  naa 

lately  concluded  with  Stephen  and  the  Romans ;  and  en- 
deavoured by  arguments^  prayers»  and  entreaties^  to  per- 
fuade  him  not  to  break  it,  but  to  employ  his  arms  elfe- 
where  *.     The  two  legates  had  brought  rich  prcfcnts  with 
them  for  the  king ;  but  he,  rejeding  them,  infifted  upon 
his  being  acknowlegcd  by  the  pope  and  the  Romans  for 
their  fovereign.     This  obftinacy  threw  Stephen  into  the 
greateft  perplexity  imaginable  ^  for  he  found  the  king  of 
the  Lombards  unalterably  determined  upon  the  redufiioft. 
of  Rome,  and  the  Roman  dukedom  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  emperor  was.  not  in  a  condition  to  defend  tbem^ 
or  put  a.ftop  to  the  conquefts  of  fo  powerful  and  warlike  a 
p9p0  Sti'     prince.     The  pope,  upon  the  firft  irruption  of"  the  Lotn* 
P^^  ^P'      bards  into  the  exarchate,  had  written  preffing  letters  to  the 
Vain  7o  thi  e'nperor,  reprefenting  the  danger  Italy  was  in,  the  difgracc. 
im^tror.      which,  from  the  lofs  of  the  countries  he  Itill  poflelieo 
there,  would,  in  future  ages>  be  refleded  upon  his  memorf* 
and  the  glory  that  would  accrue  to  him  from  prefervingfo 
valuable  a  portion  of  the  empire. 

But  the  emperor,  inftead  of  an  army,  fent  John,  wuh 
the  charafter  of  ambaffador,  to  the  king  of  the  Lombards, 
requiring  him  to  reftore  the  places  he  had  already  takeni 
and  not  to  difturb  the  peace  of  Italy,  by  attempting  the  re- 
duftion  of  others.  John  went  firft  to  Rome,  and  froift 
thence,  attended  by  Paul,  the  pope's  brother,  to  Ravenna, 
where  Aftulphus  then  was.  The  king. received  the  meflagc 
with  the  utmoft  contempt,  and  difmiffed  the  meflcngers. 
.  with  the  fcom  which  they  might  well  have  expcSed.  Then 
the  pope  fent  his  brother  to  Conftantinople,  to  acquaintthe 
emperor,  that  the  king  of  the  Lombards  was  not  to  be  f^^ 
ftrained  by  his  authority  alone,  and  to  intreat  him  tofen» 
a  powerful  arrny  into  Italy,  without  which  Rome,  andth 
,  remainsof  the  Roman  empire  in  that  country,  would  be 

irreparably  loft ;  but  Conftantine  at  that  time  had  no  troops 
to  fpare,  being  engaged  in  other  wars  j  fo  that  the  pop^> 
upon  the  invafion  dFthe  Romaic  dukedom,  thinking  it  was 
in  vain  to  have  recourfe  to  him,  refolved,  after  the  exan^P 
of  Zachary,  and  the  two  GregorieS,  to  recur  to  the  pro^^' 
tion  of  France.  That  kingdom  had  been  transferred,  W* 
years  befg/e,  from  the  Merovingian  to  the  Carlowoj*^ 

^  jSicon*  ad  Ann.  yci* 
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Sne ;  and  the  celebrated  Pepin^  fon  to  Charles  Martel^  was 
then  king. 

As  pope  Zachary  had  borne  a  great  (hare  in  that  tranfla- 
tion,  Pepin  had  promifed  to  prote£l:  his  fee  againfl  all  its 
enemies^  efpecially  againft  the  Lombards.    Stephen^  there-  Ricttrst§ 
fore^  not  doubting  but  Pepin  would  immediately  perform  P#/m,  ihtg 
what  he.had  promifed^difpatched  privately  a  meflenger  int/o  ofFraact* 
France,  to  acquaint  him  with  his  didrefs^  and  the  defire  he 
had  of  conferring  with  him  in  perf6n>  provided  he  could  do 
it  without  danger,  and  a  fafe  condu£l  were  procured  for 
him  from  the  king  of  the  Lombards,  who  already  kept 
Home  in  a  manner  blpcked  up.    Pepin,  glad  of  the  oppor* 
tunity  of  obliging  the  pope^  fent  immediately  two  perfons 
of  diftinclion,  to  beg  leave,  in  his  name,  of  the  king  of  the 
Lombards,  for  Stephen  to  come  out  of  the  citj»  and  go, 
with  him  into  France.    The  two  ambafTadofs  loiind  the 
Lombards  in  poiTeflion  of  all  the  caftles  and  fortrefies  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rome,  and  ready  to  invefl:  that  city. 
However,  Aftulphus  willingly  complied  with  their  reque^.  Hi  goes  i» 
and  fufFered  the  pope  to  repair  with  them  to  France,  where  pirfou  tnt9 
he  was  received  by  Pepin  with  the  greateft  marks  of  efteem  Prwta* 
and  veneration.     He  laid  before  the  king  the  deplorable 
condition  to  which  he  was  reduced  by  the  Lombards,  and, 
imploring  his  afliftance  and  proteflion,  promifed  to  employ 
all  the  authority  of  the  apofiolic  tee  in  his  behalf.     Qn  the 
other  hand  Pepin  aflured  him  of  his  afliftance.     Having 
prevailed  upon  Stephen  to  ftay  till  the  winter  was  over,  and 
the  army  ready  to  march,  both  he,  and  his  two  fons,  Charles 
and  Carloman,  were,'  in  the  mean  time,  anointed  by  him 
with  the  holy  un£tion,  and,  with  great  folemnity,  confe-         # 
crated  in  the  church  of  St.  Denis  kings  of  France.    This 
ceremony  Pepin  thought  would  recommend  him  to  the  re- 
{peQ,  of  his  fubje£ts,  and  greatly  contribute  tp  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  kingdom  in  his  perfon  and  pofterity  K 

In  the  mean  time  Ailulphus»  ignorant  of  the  danger  that  Jlfiuhhus 
threatened  him,  was  wholly  intent  upon  publiihing  a  new  publijhes  4 
edi£):  of  laws,  which  is  fiill  to  be  feen  in  the  code  of  the  ^^^  /^'^* 
xnbnaftery  of  Cava,   and  contains  twenty  two  chapters. 
While  he  was  thus  employed  in  making  new  laws,  pope  * 
Stephen  was  negociating  in  France  the  ruin  of  him  and  his 
kingdom.     Pepin,  upon  the  arrival  of  Stephen  in  France^ 
had  promifed  to  affift  him  againft  the  Lombards  with  the 
whole  ftrength  of  his  kingdom,  and  to  drive  them  out  of 
|he  exarchate  and  Pentapolis,  which  were  to  be  reftored, 
^s  Pepin  underftood,  to  the  emperor,  from  whom  the  Lom- 

1  Leo  Oftienf,  lib.  i.  cap.  t. 
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bar<]s  had  taken  them ;  but  the  pope,  finding  the  king  ready 
to  gratify  him  in  all  his  demands,  refolvcd  not  to  ti^glecr 
fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  aggiandizing  himfclf ;  and 
therefore  infinuated  to  Pepin,  that  he  could  not  bet^r  ac- 
quit himfelf  of  his  obligations  to  the  apoftoHc  ftse,  confult 
the  welfare  of  his  foul,  or  reward  him  for  the  dangers  he 
had  undergone,  and  the  pains  he  had  taken  for  tbe  fafety 
of  Italy  and  the  church,  than  by  granting  both  the  exar- 
chate and  Pentapolis  to  St.  Peter,  that  is,  to  himfelf.  The 
!>ope  pretended  that  Conftantine  had  forfeited  all  right  to 
hofe  countries,  by  forfaking  the  proteflion  of  Italy,  an4 
perfecuting  the  church. 
fgpta  h  Pepin  not  only  promifed  to  put  him  in  poflcfEon  of  tho 

ptr/Haded  exarchate  and  Pentapolis,  if  he  (hould  fuccee^  ra  expelling 
Ay  '^'  the  Lombards,  but  confirmed  his  promife  with  a  folemq 

make^tvar  ^^^h,  which  was  likewife  taken  by  his  fons  Charles  and  Car* 
^poa  the  loman  *".  ^  When  Pepin  was  ready  to  proceed  on  his  marcU 
lomhr^f^   for  Italy,  the  pope  was  taken  ill,  fo  that  the  expedition  was 

Siut  off  till  the  month  of  Auguft.    Meanwhile  the  pope,  by 
requent  letters    and  meffages,  endeavoured  to   perfuadq 
Aftulphus  to  reftorc   what   he  had    taken,  conjuring  him 
by  the  holy  myftcries,  and  the  tremendous  day  of  judge- 
ment,   to    prevent,    by  his  compliance,  the  effiifion    of 
Chriftian  blood.    Pepin  Ijkewife  interpofed  his  good  ofGceSa 
fending  three  different  embaflies  to  the  king  of  the  Lomf! 
bards,  and  eameftly  intreating  him  to  content  himfelf  with 
fuch  countries  as  had  been  poffefied  by  the  kings  his  pre- 
^ecedbrs.   But  finding  Aftulphus  deaf  to  his  intreaties,  he 
refolved  to  employ  force ;  and  accordingly,  putting  hiinfelf 
'at  the  head  of  his  army,  he  marched,  attended,  ^nd  urge4 
'        jon  by  the  popp,  towards  the  Alps,  fending  a  party  of  choien 
men  before,  to  open  the  pafles.     Thefc  Aftulphus  attacked 
with  great  vigour ;  but  his  troops  being  routed  by  the  French, 
who  h^d  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  he  fled  with  great 
precipitation  to  Pavia. 
Vr.  of  Fl.      Pepin,  finding  the  pa^s  clear,  croflcd  the  mountain? 
-  ^^°*'       unmolcfted,  and,  entering  Italy,  advanced  to  Pavia,  where 
J      '      -  the  king  had  taken  refuge,  and  invefted  it  on  every  fide. 
Be  enter  J     Aftulphus,  apprifcd  of  the  danger  he  was  in,  lent  one  of 
.  Italy,  and  his  chief  lords  to  Pepin  to  fuc  for  peace  j  which  was  grant- 
^'-f^-,        cd,  upon  his  engaging,  by  a  folemn  oath,  to  reftore  the 
whume-    places  he  had  feized  in  the  Roman  dukedom,  the  exarchate, 
troyQits.       *"^  Pentapolis,  tiot  to  the  emperor,  but  tp  the  pope.     For 
the  performance  of  thefc  articles,  he  delivered  forty  ho^ 
ftages  to  Pepin,  ^ho  fent  them  into  Thrace,  and  foon  after 
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followed  them  thither  with  his  whol.c  army,  though  In  the  Th  exar^ 
-depth  of  winter.  Stephen  returned  with  great  joy  to  Rome,  ^^^^f"/ 
not  douhting  but  Afti 
Con  of  the  <!:buntrle8  ' 

rhifed  to  cede ;  but  Aftulphu^,  without  the  leaft  regard  thipofg* 
either  to  his  oath,  or  the  hoftages,,wheh  he  thought  the 
ftorm  blown  over  by  the  departure  of  Pepixi,  inftead  of  de* 
Uvering  up  the  countries  he  had  feized,  unexpeftedly  in- 
vaded the  Roman  d'ukedom,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
feveral  cities.  At  laft  he  approached  Rome  with  his  army^ 
and  cTofely  befieged  it,  not  imagining  that  Pepin  would  paC> 
the  Alps  a  fecond  time.  In  this  extremity  Stephen  ha4 
recourfe  to  his  proifeclor,  to  whom  he  wrote  three  letters^ 
which  are  ffill extant*^,  couched  in  the  moft  fubmifTive  terms. 
St.  Peter,  to  whom  thie  donation  had  been  made,  is  vitro*^ 
duced  fpeailng  in  th^fe  letters  to  the  king,  his  two  fons, 
and  all  the  {lates  of  France,  conjuring  them  to  come  to  bi9 
relief,  on  pain  of  being  debarred  from  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  °.  repin,  greatly  affefted  by  the  pope's  letters,  an4 
confidering  the  breach  of  faith  in  the  king  of  the  Lombard^ 
as  an  aflFront  oflfered  to  himfelf,  refolved  to  have  recourfe 
again  to  arms.  Having,  therefore,  with  great  expedition, 
affembled  his  forces,  he  again  departed  for  Italy ;  of  which 
motion  Aflulphus  no  fooner  heard  than,  railing  the  fiegf 
of  Rome,  which  had  lafted  already  three  months,  he  re* 
turned  in  great  hade  to  the  defence  of  his  own  country* 
In  the  mean  time  Pepin,  having  defeated  the  troops  that 
had  been  fent  to  defend  the  pafles  of  the  Alps,  and  entered 
Italy,  Aftulphus,  whofe  army  was,  not  near  fo  numerous  as 
that  of  Pepin,  threw  himfelf  a  feconci  time  into  Pavia,  witji  A/lufyhnf 
the  flower  of  his  forces.  Thither  Pepin  followed  him,  and  ^'fi'K'da 
the  city  was  clofely  invefted.  f  .  /'^^^  '.""* 

In  the  mean  time  the  emperor  Conftantinus  Coprony^ 
mus,  receiving  intelligence  of  the  agreement  between  tb« 
pope  jind  Pepin,  in  virtue  of  which  the  king  w^s  to  drive 
the  Lombards  out  of  the  exarchate,  and  then  deliver  it  up^ 
not  to  him,  but  to  the  pope,  immediately  difpatchcd  am- 
baiTadors  to  Pepin,  to  proteft  againd  that  donation;  to  con-  Tiiempi^ 
yince  him,  if  poffiblc,  of  the  iniuftice  of  it;  and  perfuade  tor  finds 
him  to  reftorfe  to  the  empire  what  had  been  torn  from  it,\^«'*^- 
and  not  to  tHe  pope,  who  had  »o  manner  of  cUim  to  any'  f^Lf*!^ 
part  of  his  dominions.  The  ambafladors  went  firft  to  Rome,  ^xarchati^ 
and  thence  to  Marfeilles,  where  they  were  informed,  that 

n  Tom.  vi.  Concil.  p.  139.  &  Baron,  ad  Ann.  755.      *  Dn  Cbefne, 
Pili,  torn,  iiii  p.  705. 

I  i  4  Pepin 


^88  fhe  Hifiory  of  the  totnhards. 

Pepin  had  already  paffcd  the  Alps.  In  confequencc  of  this 
intormation,  one  of  them  privately  made  the  belt  of  hi$ 
way  to  Pavia,  where  he  undcrftood  the  king  then  was, 
leaving  the  reft  at  Marfcilles  with  the  legate,  whom  the 
pope  had  fent  with  them  from  Rome,  and  who,  as  they 
'  apprehended,  would  have  thwarted  their  negotiations.  The 

ambaflador,  who  was  immediately  introduced  to  the  king^ 
^fter  having  extolled,  in  his  mailer's  name,  the  courage, 
▼alour,  and  condu£l,  which  Pepin  had  difplayed  in  the  pre- 
fent  war  with  the  Lombards,  the  common  enemy  of  the 
empire  and  France,  rcprcfcnted,  that  the  exarchate,  withr 
out  all  difpute,  belonged  to  the  empire,  from  which  it  had 
been  taken  with  the  greateft  injuftice,  while  the  emperor 
was  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Saracens  \  that,  fince  the 
king  had  retaken  it  from  the  unjuft  invader,  it  was  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  equity,  that  he  fliould  reftore  to  the 
emperor  what  was  his;  that  the  bifhop  of  Rome  was  his 
fubje£l ;  and  that  fmce  he  fufFered  him  peaceably  to  enjoy 
what  had  been  given  him  by  princes  and  private  perfons  for 
maintaining  his  dignity,  he  could  not  ufurp  the  dominions 
of  his  fovereign,  without  being  guilty,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
high  treafon,  and  the  moft  cruel  injuftice^  The  ambafiador 
concluded  his  fpeech  by  telling  the  king,  that  his  mafter, 
who  defired  nothing  of  others  but  what  Teemed  agreeable  to 
equity,  was  ready  to  pra£life  it  himfelf ;  and  therefore 
would  willingly  reimburfe  him  all  the  expences  he  had  been 
at  in  the  recovery  of  the  exarchate,  and  pther  places,  takeq 
by  the  Lombards 
Fipin'f  Pepin,  having  heard  with  great  attention  what  the  am- 

mnpwtr  to    baffador  faid,  replied,  that  the  exarchate  belonged  to  the 
thim.  conqueror  of  the  Lombards,  who  had  acquired  it  by  right 

of  war ;  'that  mapy  places  had  voluntarily  fubmitted  to 
Luitprand,  the  inhabitants  having  no  other  means  to  main- 
tain their  religion  ;  that  therefore  the  right  of  the  Lombards 
to  thofe  countries  was  no  more  to  be  queftioned  than  that 
of  the  French  to  the  countries  which  they  had  taken  from 
the  Romans  and  Vifigoths;  that  the  right  which  the  Lom- 
bards had,  was  devolved  upon  him^^  fo  that  he  could  difpofe 
of  thofe  countries  as  he  thought  advifeable ;  and  he  had 
judged  it  proper  to  beftow  thern  on  the  pope,  that  the  ca- 
tholic faith  might  be  preferved  in  its  full  purity,  and  be  no 
Jonger  defiled  with  the  many  abominable  errors  of  the 
Greeks;  that  this  was  his  firm  refolution,  which  nothing 
could  make  him  alter ;  and  that  he  was  determined  to  main- 
tain, to  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  th^  pope,  and  th^ 
church,  in  the  pofleffion  of  what  he  had  given  them.    He 

then 
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tlien  difinifled  the  ambaifadors,  without  fufFering  tliem  to 
reply  p  j  and,  purfuing  the  fiege  of  Pavia  with  great  vigour^ 
reduced  Aftulphus  to  fuch  diilrefs,  that,  being  no  longer 
able  to  hold  out,  he  fued  for  peace  ;  which  was  granted  him  Aflulphu$ 
by  Pepin,  upon  his  promifing  to  perform  immediately  thcy*^****** 
treaty  made  the  year  before,  and,  befides,  to  deliver  up  to 
the  pope  the  city  of  Commachio,  a  place  at  that  time  of  great 
importance.'  This  promife  was  confirmed  by  a  folemn  oath, 
and  hoftages  were  given  as  formerly.     Pepin  then  renewed  Fipin  n* 
his  donation,  whereby  he  yielded  to  St.  Peter,  and  his  fuc-  ^^*  ^^ 
ceflbrs,  the  exarchate,  Emilia  now  Romagna,  and  Penta-  Ja^^??^ 
polls  now  Marca  d*Ancona,  with  all  the  cities  therein^  to 
be  held  by  them  for  ever ;  and,  having  caufed  a  new  In- 
ftrument  of  the  donation  to  be  drawn  up,  he  delivered  it^ 
figned  by  himfelf,  by  his  two  fons  Charles  and  Carloman^ 
and  by  the  .chief  barons  and  prelates  of  France,  to  Fulard 
abbot  of  St.  Denis,  to  be  delivered  into  the  pope^s  hands* 
Fulard,  whom  Pepin  had  appointed  his  commiiTary,  having        • 
received  this  inftrument,  went,'  together  with  the  commit- 
faries  named  by  Affulphus,  to  all  the  cities  of  the  exarchate^  - 
Emilia,  and  Pentapolis  ;  and,  taking  pofleiSon  of  them  jn  Yt.  of  FU 
the  pope^s  name,  received  hoftages,  with  whom  he  repaired      3104. 
to  Rome,  carrying  with  him  the  keys,  and  Pepin's  dona-  A.D.  75i. 
tion,  which  were  laid  by  the  pope  on  St.  Peter's  fepulchre.  ^         ' 
Pepin,  having  thus  performed  the  promife  he  had  made  kimM^Lf- 
to  the  pope,  left  Italy,    and  returned  with  his  ^rmy  to  fijSonrftht 
France  "^  (T).     The  pope  committed  the  government  of  the  ixarckau^ 
exarchate  to  the  archbilhop  of  Ravenna,  who  thereupon  ^^« 
took  the  title  of  exarch,  not  as  archbiihop,  but  as  an  officer 
of  the  pope,  now  a  temporal  prince.     Thus  was  the  fceptre 
added  to  the  keys,  the  fovereignty  to  the  priefthood,  and  the 

p  Anaftaf.  in  Vit.  Steph  III.  p.  S7.    P.  de  Marca  de  Concord.  Sa« 
cerdot.  &  Imper.  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  num.  5*  «  Leo  Oftien£  lib.  u 

cap.  8.    Anaft.  ibid. 


(T)  The  exarchate  comprif- 
ed,  according  to  Sigonius  (i), 
the  following  cities,  namely, 
Ravenna,  Bologna,  Tmola,  Fa- 
enza,  Forlimpopoli,  Forli,  Ce- 
fena,  Bobbio,  Ferrara,  Comma- 
chio, Adria,  Cervia,  and  Sec- 
chia,  which  were  all  delivered 
to  the  pope,  except  Faepza  and 
Ferrara.  Pentapolis,  or  Marca 
^'Ancona,  comprehended  Ri- 


mini, Pefaro,  Conca,  Fano, 
Sinigaglia,  Ancona,  Ofimo,  U« 
mana,  Jeii,  FoiTombrone,  Mon- 
teferetro,  Urbino,  the  Balnefian 
territory,  Cagli,  Luceoli,  and 
Eugubio,  with  their  territories 
and  diftri6is,  as  appears  from 
the  donation  of  Lewis  the  Pious, 
by  which  Pepin's  donation  was 
confirmed* 


(i)  Sigon*  ad  Ann«  756^ 


popes 
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popes  were  emiched  with  the  fpoils  of  the  LombArd  king^ 
and  the  Roman  emperors. 

As  thofe  countries  belonged,  without  all  ddobt,  to  Con- 
({amine  then  emperor,  fome  authors  have  thougjfit,  that 
this  ctonation  was  made  in  his  name^  and  that  this  gave  rife 
to  the  fable  of  the  donation  of  ConftaAtine  the  Great '.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  from  this  time  the  popes  left  otf  taking  no- 
i  tice  of  the  years  of  the  emperors  in  their  bulls  and  letters,  as 

they  had  done  hitherto;  and,  depending  upon  the  pro- 
tection of  France^  withdrew  their  obedience  from  the  em- 
peror, and  would  be  no  loiiger  deemed  his  fubje^ls.  The 
rrench,  who  pique  themfelves  upon  being  the  firft  authors 
of  the  popc*s  temporal  grandeur,  will  not,  however,  allow 
Pepin  to  have  ever  veiled  them  With  the  fovereignty,  it  be* 
ing  manifcft,  fay  they,  that  the  fovereignty  remained  in 
Pepin  and  his  defcendants ;  and  was  excrcifcd  by  them  all 
over  Italy.  With  them  moft  authors  agree,  and^  among 
the  red,  the  learned  Sigonius.  Petrus  de  Marca  maintaias 
this  opinion,  and»  at  the  fame  time,  tells  us,  liow  th^  popes, 
by  degrees,  became  fovcreigns  of  Rome*  The  exarchate  of 
Ravenna,  fays  that  writer,  being  yielded  to  the  pope,  the 
*  government  of  Rome,  of  courfe,  devolved  on  him ;  for  the 
Romaa  dukedom  had  been  always  fubjeft  to  the  exarch : 
the  fovereignty  indeed  was  vefted  in  the  emperor,  ^but  the 
^  adminiftratlon  belonged  to  the  exarch ;  wherefore  the  pope, 
when  he  became  mailer  of  the  exarchate,  claimed  it,  and 
continued  to  govern  Rome,  not  as  fovercign,  but  only  with 
the  authority  that  had  been  veiled  in  the  exarch,  till  the 
year  876,  when  the  authority  of  the  emperors,  fucceflbrsof 
Charlemagne,  declining  in  Italy,  Charles  the  Bald  yielded 
all  his  claim  to,  and  fovereignty  over  Rome,  to  the  apodolic 

fee'.  Hence  Conftantine  Porphyrogenltvs,  defcribing  the 
ftate  of  Europe  in  his  time,  that  is,  about  the  year  914, 
writes,  that  Rome  was  fubjetl  to  the  pope  as  its  (bvereign* 
It  was  upon  the  declenfion  of  the  Weftern  empire,  when  it 
was  confined  to  Germat\y  alone,  that  the  pope,  as  well  as 
the  fcveral  princes  of  Italy,  aflumed  the  fovereignty,  which 
they  enjoy  to  this  day. 

But  to  return  to  Aftulphus.  That  prince,  finding  himfelf 
conft rained  to  furrender  the  exarchate,  and  the  other  coun- 
trieSi  to  one  who  bad  no  more  right  to  them  than  himfelf, 
began  to  make  great  preparations,  with  a  defign  to  retake 
what  he  had  been  obliged  to  refign,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  of  withftandtng  the^  French, 
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who,  be  did  not  doubt,  would  return  into  Italy^  land  renew; 
tbe  war:  but  while,  in  the  height  of  thefe  warlike  prepa- 
rations, he  was  ope  day  taking  the  diverfion  of  hunting  in 
a  neighbouring  foreft,  he  was  killed,  according  to  feme,  by  Aflu!phm 
a  wild  boar  J  according  to  others,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe:  ^'^• 
Erchempcrtus  writes,  that  he  was  killed  with  an  arrow  *  (U). 
As  the  deceafed  king  left  no  iflue  male  behind  him,  and  his 
brother  Rachis  had  taken  the  monadic  habit,  the  Lombard 
lords  began  to  aflemble,*  in  order  to  proceed  to  a  new  elec- 
tion :  but  in  the  mean  time  Defiderius,  whom  Aftulphus  Yr,  of  Ft 
had  Vaifed  to  the  dukedom  of  Tufcany,  and  made  comes      3io4- 
ftabuli,  or  matter  of  the  horfe,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  pro-  /^     '  ^^^ 
claimed  king  by  his  Tufcan  Lombards.     This  ufurpation  m^^iZT 
Racbis  no  fooner  underflood  than,  repenting  of  his  former  cauftsUm* 
rcfblution,  he  refolved  to  quit  the  montrftic  life,  andrefume  [tljtobt 
the  purple,  bfeiog  encouraged  by  feveral  perfons  of  great  procUumtd 
authority  among  the  Lombards,  and  by  the  inhabitants  of    '^* 
Liguria  and  Venetia,  who  began  to  flock  to  him  in  great 
Dum^bers. 

Their  attachment  to  Rachx6  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  De- 
fiderius, who  had  recourfeto  the  pope,  offering  him  the 
cities  of  Faenza,  Ancona,  Sechia,  and  Ferrara,  which  had 
liot  been   reftored  by  Aftulphus,  provided  he  would  afTift 
him  at  this  junfture,  and,  by  his  authority,  maintain  him 
on  the  throne.    The  pope  immediately  clofed  with  the  pro-^  Hi  is/up* 
pofal,  and,  entering  injto  an  alliance  with  Defiderius,  found  f^udby 
means  to  perfuade  Rachis  to  continue  in  the  ftate  he  had  '^^f*^^'  ^ 
embraced,  an4  layafide  all  thoughts  of  recovering  the  king-  yields fom» 
dom,  which  was  held  by  his  friend  and  ally.     Defiderius,  citieu 
being  thus  delivered  from  the  danger  that  threatened  him, 
furrendered  the  above  mentioned  cities  to  the  pope,  purfu- 
ant  to  the  agreement.     Pope  Stephen  died  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  April  of  the  year  757.    To  him  the  church  of  Rome 
is  chiefly  indebted  for  the  grandeur  it  ftiii  enjoys.    He  wa$ 
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facceeded  by  bis  brother  Paul,  who  renewed  the  alliance 
1/i^ith  the  king  of  the  Lombards,  but  died  in  the  third  year 
of  that  prince's  reign.     In  his  room  was  chofen  Stephen  the 
third,  or,  as  the  modern  writers  infift,  the  fourth>  between 
whom  and  Defiderius  great  JealotiGes  arofe,  which  at  laft 
came  to  an  open  rupture.     I)e(]deriu8  having,  by  his  intcr- 
cft,  caufed  one  of  his  intimate  friends,  named  Michael,  to 
be  chofen  by  the  people  and  dlergy  archbifliop  of  Ravenna^ 
the  pope,  not  approving  the  ele£lion,  expelled  him  from 
that  fee.    The  king,  to  be  revenged  on  the  pope,  caufed  the 
eyes  of  Chriftopher  and  Sergius  to  be  put  out.     Thefe 
were  two  legates  fent  from  Rome  to  demand  the  refliito- 
tlon  of  fome  lands  belonging  to  that  church.     After  this 
outrage,  Defiderius,  not  doubting  but  the  pope  would  have 
recourfe  to  the  kin^s  of  France,  refolved  to  be  beforehand 
with  him,  and  gam  them  over.  If  poffible,  to  his    fide. 
With  this  view,  ne  offered  his  two  daughters  in  marriage 
to  Charles  and  Carloman,  who,  upon  the  death  of  their 
father  Pepin,    had  divided  the  kingdom  between  them. 
Pope  Stephen  was  no  fooner  Informed  of  this  treaty  than 
be  wrote  to  the  two  princes,  earneftly  entreating  them  not 
to  enter  into  any  fort  of  alliance  with  the  king  of  the  Lom- 
bards ;  and  threatening  them  with  excommunication,  and 
even  damnation  ",  if  they  confented  to  marry  his  daughters. 
But  Defiderius  having  gained  fiertrade,  the  mother  of  the 
two  princes,  the  marriages  were,  by  her  means,  concluded, 
notwithftanding  utmoft  endeavours  of  the  pope  to  prevent 
them.  This  alliance,  however,  was  but  of  fhort  continuances 
for  Charles  foon  after  divorced  his  wife,  pretending  that  (he 
was  incapable  of  bearing  childreui  and  married  In  her  room 
Ildegarda,  a  princefs  of  Suevia.     His  brother  Cartoman  dy- 
ing about  the  fame  time,  Berta,  the  deceafed  king's  widow, 
not  thinking  herfelf,  and  the  two  fonsihe  had  by  him,  fafc 
in  France,  fled  to  her  father  in  Italy,  and  put  herfelf  and 
her  children  under  his  prote£l:ion.     Defiderius,  who  was 
highly  Incenfed  againft  Charles  for  divorcing  his  daughter^ 
received  them  with  great  joy,  not  doubting  but  be  fliould, 
one  time  or  other,  be  able,  by  their  means,  to  raife  diC« 
turbaiices  in  France ;  which  would  both  givtf  him  the  fa* 
tisfaf^ion  of  being  revenged  on  Charles,  and  divert  that 
prince  from  intermeddling  with  the  afllairsofltaly.     In  the 
mean  time  pope  Stephen  died,  and  Adrian  L  was,  in  the 
year  772  chofen  in  his' room.     He  no  fooner  faw  himfelf 
raifed  to  the  apoftolic  fee  than  he  fent  two  legates  to  con- 
clude a  lading  peace  with  Defiderius  5  and  it  was  agreed. 
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that  neither  of  them  (hould  difturb  the  other  in  the  pofleC* 
fion  of  the  countries  they  held.  Defiderius^  concluding, 
from  this  (lep  taken  by  Adrian^  that  he  did  not  entertain 
fuch  jealoufies  and  fufpicions  of  the  Lombard  kings  as  his 
predeceiTors  had  done,  nor  was  fo  attached  to  the  princes 
of  France,  propofed  to  him  the  confecrating  and  anointing 
the  fons  of  Carloman,  not  doubting  but  that  meafure  would 
raife  tumults  and  difturbances  in  France,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  create  a  mifunderftanding  between  the  pope  and  ' 
Charles,  which  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  reco- 
vering the  countries  taken  by  Pepini  and  yielded  to  the 
church.  The  ceremony  of  anointing,  after  the  exaynpie  of 
Pepin  and  his  two  fons,  had  been,  by  degrees,  introduced 
among  Chriftian  princes,  the  people  deeming  thofe,  who 
were  thus  anointed,  lawful  kings :  but  Adrian,  who,  not- 
withftanding  the  peace  he  had  concluded  with  the  Lom- 
bards, was  no  lefs  jealous  of  their  power  than  his  prede- 
cefibrs  had  been,  peremptorily  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
requeftof  Defiderius,  being  well  aflured,  that,  by  granting 
it,  he  ihould  incur  the  difpleafure  of  Charles,  the  only  prince 
capable  of  prote<^ing  him  againft  the  Lombards. 

Defiderius  left  no  art  unemployed  to  bring  the  pope  into 
his  meafures ;  but  finding  he  could  obtain  nothing  by  fair 
means,  he  refolved  to  employ  force.  Accordingly,  he  broke  ff^  „gf.^ 
unexpediedly  into  the  exarchate,  and,  having  made  himfelf  rtis  ^Uk 
mailer  of  Ferrara,  Commachio,  and  Faenza,  threatened  ^^p^pu 
Ravenna  itfelf  with  a  fiege.  Adrian,  alarmed  at  thefe  hot  y^^  *!/*%.  * 
tilities,  immediately  difpatched  ambaffadors  to  remind  the  "{^^  '*'- 
king  of  the  peace  lately  concluded,  and  to  demand  the  ref- 
titution  of  the  places  which  he  had  taken  in  an  open  breach 
of  the  late  treaty.  The  king  received  the  ambaffadors  with 
the  greateft  marks  of  honour,  and  told  them,  that  he  was 
defirous  of  treating  with  the  pope  in  perfon;  and  that,  if  he 
came  himfelf,  nothing  fliould  be  denied  him  :  but  Adrian, 
rejefting  the  invitation,  anfwered  with  great  haughtinefs, 
that  he  would  never  appear  before  him,  unlefs  he  reftored 
the  cities  he  had  feized.  Defiderius,,  provoked  at  this  an- 
fwer,  marched  his  army  into  Pentapolis,  and,  having  ra- 
vaged the  territories  of  Sinigaglia,  Montcferetro,  Urbino, 
and  Eugubio,  approached  Rome,  dcftroying  the  country 
with  fire  and  fword,  and  carrying  into  captivity  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  as  fell  into  his  hands.  In  this  emergency  Adrian 
ordered  the  abbot  of  St.  Vincent,  attended  by  twenty 
monks,  in  great  reputation  for  the  fan£lity  of  their  lives,  to 
wait  upon  the  king  in  his  name,  and  earneftly  intreat  him 
to  reftore  the  places  he  had  taken,  and  defift  from  farther 
lioililitlcs.    The  king  received  them  in  a  very  kind  manner^  • 
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and  aflTured  them,  that  if  the  pope  would  come  in  p^ffoil 
to  confer  with  him,  the  cities  fliould  be  immediately  re* 
ftored»  and  an  tn6.  put  to  all  hoftilities.  Not  fatisfied  with 
fignifying  to  the  legate  his  earned  dedre  of  a  private  inter- 
view  with  the  pope,  he  fent  ambaiTadors  to  acquaint  Adrian 
iof  this  circumllance>  and  perfuade  him,  if  pofHble,  to  com- 
ply with  his  requed,  fincelie  had  matters  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance to  impart :  but  Adrian,  firm  in  his  former  refolu- 
tion^  folemnly  protefted,  that  he  would  never  appear  before 
the  king,  till  the  towns  he  had  taken  were  reftored  ;  but 
that)  asfoon  as  they  were  reffored,  he  would  meet  him  in 
,  what  place  foever  he  (hould  think  proper  to  appoint,  in  or- 
der to  fettle,  in  coiKert  with  him,  the  tranquifity  of  Itafy. 
Upoii  the  return  of  thefe  ambafTadorsr,  Defiderius  fent 
others,  to  whom  the  pope  made  the  fame  anfwer,  adding, 
that,  if  he  did  not  comply  wkh  the  king's  requeft  as  foon 
SI9  the  cities  were  given  up,  he  gave  him  liberty  to  take 
tKem  again,  and  invade  the  territories  of  the  church  af  his 
I  pleafure :  but  Deiiderius,  enraged  more  than  ever  at  the 

obftinacy  of  the  pope,   threatened  to  bi-ing  his  army  to 
£ome,  and^  by  that  expedient  oblige  Adrian  to  grant  hi) 
requeft. 
Tkef^fe  The  pope  was  (b  terrFfied  by  thcfe  menace^thaf,  thiiiking 

recurs  to  himfelf  in  the  utmoft  danger,  he  refolved^  In  imitation  of 
Cflarti'  his  predecefrors>t&  have  recourle  to  France^  AccordingVf, 
J)S  J  he  tent  Peter  by  fea,  to  acqiiiaint  CTiarlcihagnc,  then  kiilg  of 
Trance*  France,^  with  the  danger  he  was  in  i^and  not  only  to  im- 
plore his  alEftance,;  but  to  invite  him  to  the  conqneft  of 
Italy,  almofl  entirely  ruJnedby  the  Lombards.  DeCddrius 
was  no  focfliei  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  pope's  legatd 
in  France^  and  of  the  accufations  laid  to  his  charge,  than  he 
difpitched  ambafladors  to  Charlemagne,  afluring  him  of  bis 
inclination  to  live  in  peace  with  the  pope,  and  complaining 
of  Adrian's  obftinacy,  in:  refuffng  him  a  private  intervievir 
for  fettling  the  tranquility  of  Italy.  But  Charlemagne,  who 
only  wanted  a  favourable  opportunity  of  revenging  himfelf 
oh  Defiderius  for  keeping  his  two  nephews,  with  a  view,  as 
he  fuppofed,  of  raifiag  difturbances  in  France,  received  the 
invitation  of  Adrian  with,  incredible  fatisfafltion,  and  began 
to  make  fuch  preparations,  as  plainly  ihewed,  that  his  de- 
£gn>was  not  only  to  aflift  the  pope,  buttto  make  an  entire 
conqueft  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  ^.  He  appointed 
Geneva  for  the  place  of  the  general  rendezvous,  and  there^ 
when  the  troops  were  all  affembled,  he  divided  his  nu- 
JXieroos  army  into  two  bodies,  whereof  the  one  he  led  ii| 
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^erfeft')  and  coramitttd  the  other  to  the  condu£t  of  hh  uncte 
Bernard.  On  the  other  hand,  Defidcrius,  having  certjiiii 
inteffigcncc  of  hi?  morions,  fent  fomc  troops  to  guard  the 
paflb?  ill  tie  Alps :  then  making  numerons  levies  in  th^ 
dukedoms  of  Friuli,*  Benevento,  Spoleto,  Etruria,  and  the 
other  dukedoms  of  which  his  kingdom  was  compofed,  h^ 
l-aifed  ft  powtrfal  army,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
It,  marched  to  Turin,  with  a  defign  to  give  Charlemagod 
battle,  in  t:afe  he  ffaoutd  force  the  freights,  and  defcend  into 
th^lain  country, 

Gnarle;iiagne  purfiied  his  march  to  the  Alp^  ;  and  Ending 
the  pail^s  guarded  hy  the  Lombards,  fent  a  detachment, 
tihder  the  eondu£t  of  experienced  guides,  to  crofs  the 
mountains  another  way.  This  aim  they  happily  accom- 
pHlncd,  and  falling  by  furprize  upon  tbofe  who  guarded 
the  paflcs,  ftruck  them  with  fuch  terror,  that,  abantfonirig 
theii- pofts,  they  fled  in  the  utmoft  conffemation.  UpoA  Charle-^ 
their  retreat,  Charlemagne  paffcd  unmolcfted  with  his  magmtim* 
whole  army,  and  dcfcending  from  the  mountains,  marched  ***'  *^ 
in  Ifcarch  of  the  enemy.  Some  authors  write,  that  the  two 
armies  came  to  an  engagement,  in  which,  after  an  obftinate 
dirpute,  Deflderius  was  defeated.  They  add,  that  the  place 
where  the  battle  was  fought,'from  the  great  number  of  the 
flain,  took  the  name  of  Mortuaria.  Others,  lefs  afffefbed  to 
the  Lombards,  tell  us^  that,  at  the  approath  of  Charle- 
magne, they  fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  not  daring  to  look 
the  enemy  m  the  face.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  DefiJgrlut 
Defiderius  retired,  and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  Pavia.  At  the  f;''jjw»^' 
fame  time  he  fent  his  fon  Adalgifus,  and  his  daughter  Ji^p;^!^ 
Berta,  the  widow  of  Carfoman,  with  her  two  fons,  to  Ve- 
rona, a  place  not  inferior  in  ftrength  to  Pavia  itfelf.  Char- 
lemagne, hearing  that  the  king  had  (hut  himfelf  up  in  Pu- 
via,  led  his  whole  army  againft  that  city,  and  clofely  in- 
vefted  it.  The  Lombards  defended  the  place  with  great 
vigour;  and  on  the  other  hand,  Charlcmage,  determined 
not  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  before  it  till  it  had  fub- 
mitted,  fent  for  his  wife  and  fons,  and  continued  with  theni 
in  the  camp  till  Chriftmas,  which  feftival  he  celebrated 
with  great  pomp  ;  then  leaving  his  uncle  Bernard  to  pra- 
fecute  the  fiege  of  Pavia,  he  went>  with  part  of  the  army, 
Iso  furprife  Verona. 

Adalgifus  defended  the  town  for  fome  time  with  great  >Vr0M^ 
bravery ;  but  in  the  end,  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  the  A^K*^  fy 
feft  extremity,  and  dei^airing  of  relief,  he  withdrew  in  the  ^Y^'» 
night:  after  having  wandered  a  long  time  about  the  coun-  *"* '^^** 
try  in  difguife,  he  found  ineans  at  laftto  make  his  efcape  by 
fta  to  Conflantinople^  whcfc  he  was  received  and"  enter- 
tained 
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tained  with  great  kindnefs  by  the  emperor.  Upon  his  de^ 
parture,  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  Verona  furrendered 
to  CharleSf  who  having  got  Berta  and  her  two  fons  into  his 

fower»  fent  them  immediately,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  into 
'ranee  :  but  what  became  afterwards  of  thefe  two  unfortu- 
nate princes  was  never  known.  Verona  being  reduced,  all 
the  other  cities  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Po  fubmitted,  upon 
the  firft  fummons,  to  the  conqueror,  who»  returning  to  Pa«- 
vla,  carried  on  the  fiege  with  more  vigour  than  ever. 
€AmU$  In  the  mean  time,  Eafter  approaching,  Charles  refolved 

f  '  ^9  to  keep  that  folemnity  at  Rome.  Accordingly,  committing 
^^•■**  a  fecond  time  the  care  of  the  fiege  to  Bernard,  he  departed 
for  that  city  with  a  fplendid  train ;  and  being  received  in 
all  the  places  through  which  he  pafled  with  the  greateft 
marks  of  honour,  he  reached  Rome  the  day  before  Eafter. 
Adrian  exerted  himfelf  on  this  occafion^  thinking  it  incum« 
bent  upon  him  to  receive  fo  great  a  prince,  to  whom  the 
church  was  fo  highly  indebted,  with  the  higheft  demonftra- 
firx  mt^  tions  of  honour,  gratitude,  and  efteem.  By  his  orders  the 
itnihen*  mag  iftrates  and  judges,  with  their  banners,  and  the  badges 
of  their  refpeclive  offices,  met  him  thirty  miles  from  the 
city.  At  a  mile  from  the  gate  he  was  received  by  a  pro- 
cemon  of  children,  carrying  in  their  hands  branches  of 
palms  and  olives,  and  unging  his  heroic  exploits  and  vir- 
tues. After  thejn  came  a  great  nuitiber  of  crofs-bearers, 
who  were  ufualiy  appointed  to  attend  the  public  entries  of 
the  exarchs  and  patricians.  Charles,  as  foon  as  he  faw  the 
crofTes,  alighted  from  his  horfe,  and,  attended  by  his  own 
nobility,  and  the  Roman  magiftrates,  walked  the  reft  of  the 
way  on  foot.  The  pope  repaired  early  in  the  morning, 
with  the  clergy  and  people,  to  the  church  of  the  Vatican ; 
and  fitting  on  a  kind  of  throne  on  the  fteps,  waited  the  ar- 
rival of  the  king,  who,  going  dircftly  to  the  church,  afcended 
the  fteps,  kifiing  each  of  them  as  he  mounted.  Being  ar« 
rived  at  the  throne,  the  pope,  coming  down,  received  him 
with  great  tendernefs;  and,  after  mutual  embraces,  and 
congratulatory  fpeeches,  they  went  together  into  the  church, 
the  people  following  them  with  loud  acclamations,  and  the 
clergy  frequently  repeating,  <'  Bleifed  is  he  that  cometh 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  When  they  came  to  the  place» 
called  then,  as  it  is  to  this  day,  the  Confeffion,  proftrating 
themfelves  on  the  ground,  they  returned  thanks  to  the  Al- 
mighty, and  to  his  apoftle  St.  Peter,  for  the  fuccefs  that  had 
hitherto  attended  the  king's  arms  againft  his  enemies^  and 
the  enemies  of  the  church. 

After  this  ceremony,  Charles  begged  permiflion  to.  go  into 
the  city  (for  the  Vatican  ftood  then  without  the  walls),-  to 

perform 
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perform  a  vow,  a^d  vifittbie  holy  places ;  whicb  was  grafted 
by  the  popiC,  after  they  bad  both  fworn  upou  the  body  of 
the  apoflle,  that  they  dcfigoed  no'  barm  or  kijury  to  each 
other.     The  day  foUpwing,  being  the  feftival  of  Eafter,  the  Honours 
kirfg  rpadc  a  Xol^mn  entry  into  the  city,  attemded  by  the  no-  ^^''^  '^  ^'* 
bility,  clergy,  a»d  Rotnan  people,  who  accompanied  him  to  *'  '^^*"'* 
the  church  of  St  Mary  ad  Prsefepe,  whence,  after  divine 
iervice,  he  went  to  the  Lateraa»  and  dined  with  Adrian. 

When  the  rejoicings,  feaftings,  and  congratulations  were 
over,  Adrian  came  to  the  principal  point,  requiring  Charles 
to  coniirn^  the  donation  which  his  father  Pepin  had  made 
to  the  church  of  Rome.    Ciiarks  inAantly  complied  with  He  confirms 
the  pope's  requeft;  and  having  ordered  Iterius,  his  fecretary,  thfdona^  ^ 
to  draw  up  a  new  inftrument,  he  iigned  it  himfelf,  caufed  ^p\' 
it  to  be  figaed  by  the  abbots,  bifhops.,  and  other  great  men,      ^  ** 
^who  had  attended  bitn  to  Rome,  and,  with  his  own  band, 
f^ys  Leo  OfticBfis,  laid  it  on  the  aUar  of  St.  Peter. 

Charles,  having  thus  fatisfied  his  own  curiodty,  and  the*  CharUsn- 
defires  of  the  pope,  after  a  refidence  of  eight  days  in  Rome,,  turns  to  thg 
returned  to  the  camp  before  Favia;  which  city  he  was  re»;^'^*5/ 
folved,  at  all  evenfc,  to  reduce,  certain  that  if  DeOderius  re-  ^*'^'** 
mained  mafter  of  it,  he  might  eafily  recover  all  the  reft. 
The  fame  motive  that  induoed  Charles  to  exert  his  utmoft 
endeavours  in  th&  redu<^ion  of  the  place,  animated  the  king 
of  the  Lombards  to  defend  it  with  all  his  power.     Charles, 
finding  his  men  conftantly  repulfed  in  their  repeated  attacks,  ^ 

and  defpairing  of  being  able  to  carry  it  by  force,  reiolved  to 
feduce  it  by  famine.  Accordingly  be  fecured  ^11  the  pafTes 
and  avenues ;  fo  that  nothing  could  poffibly  be  conveyed 
into  the  city,  which  was,  in  a  ihort  time,  reduced  to  the 
utmofl:  extremity.  Defiderius,  however,  ftill  held  out  for  y,.^  ^f  |pj 
a  confiderable  time  ;  but  a  violent  plague  begiiining  to  rage  3112. 
within  the  walls,  and  carrying  pff  daily  great  nurnber$  both  A.  D.  774. 

of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants,  the  unhappy  prince,  not 7"^ 

able  to  contend  with  fo  many  enemies  at  once^  was  obliged  f^  j^' 
to  furrender  the  place,  and  deliver  up  himfelf,  with  his  wife  foittrfamd 
and  children,  to  Charles,  who  fent  them  all  to  France,  the  end  rf 
where  they  ended  their  days ;  in  what  manner  we  cannot  tfiskit^- 
explain,  as  they  were  never  afterwards  heard  of.    Thus  ^j^?^^! 
ended  the  kingdom  erf  the  Lombards  in  Italy,  after  they  *^**^^''^» 
had  pofleiTed  that  country  two  hundred  aod  fix  years.    They 
were  at  firft  a  crpel  and  barbarous  nation;  but  divefting 
themfelves  by  degrees  of  their  native  ferocity  and  barbarity, 
efpecially  af&er  they  had  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion, 
they  governed  with  fuch  equity  and  mildnpfs,  that  moil 
other  nations  envied  the  bappinefs.of  thofe  who  lived  under 
iheir  adoiiutftratian, 
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A%  they  had  no  other  kingdom,  nor  dominions,  Italy  l)e-- 
came  their  own   country;  whence  the  natives    efteemcd 
*    their  kings  as  their  natural  princes,  not  thinking  themfelves 
governed,  much  lefs  kept  in  ilavery,  by  a  foreign  nation,  as 
it  happened  to  them  afterwards,  when,  by  frequent  chanees^ 
they  groaned  under  the  heavy  yoke,  fomeiimes  of  one  na- 
tion, and  fometimes  of  another.    Under  the  government  of 
the  Lombards,  fays  Paulus  Diaconus,    no  violence  was 
committed,   no  one  unjuftly  difpofTefied  of  his  proper ty, 
none  opprefl*cd  with  ta^es ;  theft,  robberies,   murder,  and 
aduhery,  were  feldom  heard  of;  every  one  went,  without 
the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  danger,  whither  he  pleafed  :  and 
indeed  their  many  wholefome  laws,    reftraining  and  fe« 
verely  punifliing   all  forts    of  crimes;    the    magnificent 
churches,  and  rich  monafteries,  with  which  they  filled  that 
part  of  Italy  which  was  fubjed  to  them ;  the  many  biQiop- 
ricks  which  they  eroded ;  the  towns  and  cities  which  they 
either  built,  or  repaired,  in  moft  provinces  of  Italy ;  their 
gcneroiity  even  to  the  hifhop  of  Rome,  their  avowed  enemy; 
and,  finally,  the  great  number  of  perfons  among  them, 
whofe  fan^ity  and  eminent  virtues  have  been  acknowleged 
by  the  popes  themfelves,  muft  convince  every  impartial 
^h  torn*     reader,  that  the  Lombards  were  not  fuch  a  favage,  barba- 
y*/-^  *'2/    ^^^^y  ^"^  inhuman  nation,  as  they  are.defcribed  by  fome  of 
Jrperfedii  ^^^  popcs,   efpecially  by  Adrian,  the  chief  author  of  the 
tifMis.     ^^^  ®f  ^^^^^  kingdom.    They  were  the  only  power  in  Italy 
capable  of  defeating  the  ambitious  views  of  the  bifliops  of 
Rome,  whom  they  would  not  fuffer  to  enrich  themfelves 
with  the  fpoils  of  the  emperors,   but  confidered  them  as 
their  own  by  right  of  conqueft;  and  hence  arofe  the  inve- 
terate hatred  which  the  popes  bore  them,  and  could  not 
help  betraying  in  all  their  writings.    But  their  laws  are 
convincing  proofs  of  their  juftice,  humanity^  atid  wifdom, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  full  confutation  of  the  many  ca« 
lumnies,  with  which  the  popes,  and  their  partifans,   have 
endeavoured  td  afperfe  them.    Their  laws  were  found  fo 
juft  and  equitable,  that  they  were  retained  in  Italy,  and  ob- 
ferved  fome  ages  after  their  kingdom  was  at  an  end. 
TkeJIate  of     Before  we  difmifs  this  fubjed,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
Jiaijf  in  tin  give,  the  reader  a  fuccinfl:  account  of  the  ftate  of  Italy  at  the 
*f7^^f        ^"^^  Charlemagne,  by  the  captivity  of  Defiderius,  put  a 
malne.        period  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards,  and  of  the  new 
form  of  government  introduced  by  the  conqueror.     Italy 
was  at  that  time  divided,  aa  it  were,  into  four  ftates,  go* 
verned  by  the  YenetianQ,  the  Lombards,  the  popes,  and 
the  emperors  o/  the  £aft.    The  Venetians,  by  their  trade  to 
the  Levant,  were  become  very  confiderablci  and  having  a 
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gteat  number  of  veflels,  bore  great  fway  in  the  affairs  of 
Italy,  though  we  do  nqt  yet  find  them  pofleflcd  of  any  town 
on  the  tcfta  firma  or  continent.     The  pope,  iy  the  gcne- 
rofity  of  Pcpin,  ah^^  his  fon  Chatles,  was  matter  of  the  ex- 
archate' and  Pentapolk.    The  dukedom  of  Naples,  and 
fbme  cities  in  the  Hither  and  Farther  Calabria,  were  ftill 
poifefled  by  the  emperors  of  the  Eaft.     All  the  other  pro- 
Tinces  of  Italy  were  held  by  the  Lombards.     When  Defide-  ^e  exunt 
rius  was  taken  prifoner,  the  dukedom  of  Beftevento  was  go-  ^'*'/l*'* 
Terned  by  Arechis,  fon-in-law  to  the  unhappv  prince.     It  ^^l}^^^  '" 
comprifed  almoft  all  the  prefent  kingdom  of  Naples ;  fbr,  *     , 

of  the  twelve  provinces  into  which  thalt  kingdom  is  now 
divided,  nine  were  fubjefl:  to  the  duke  ofBenevento.  It 
was  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the  'dukedoms  of  Rome  and 
Spoleto ;  on  the  fouth  by  Gaetaj  and  its  territory  5  on  the 
eaft  by  the  territories  of  Cofenza  and  Caflano ;  on  the  north 
by  Siponto,  and  the  promontory  of  Gargano.  On  account 
of  its  extent  it  was,  by  the  Latins,  called  Italia  Ciftiberina ; 
and,  by  the  Greeks,  Longobardia  Minor,  to  diftinguifti  it 
froni  the  Greater,  which,  lying  on  both  fides  the  Po  in 
Cifalpine  Gaul,  ftill  retains  the  name  of  Lombardy. 

This  extent  of  the  dukedom  induced  the  dukes  to  divide  dnditsg^^ 
it,  for  the  more  convenient  adminiftration  of  juftice,  into  vtrnmenfn 
fevcral  diftridls,  called  counties,  each  of  which  had  its  pro- 
per governor,  ftyled  count,  or  guaftald.  Thefe  counts  or 
guaftalds  were  at  firft  appointed  and  removed  by  the  dukes 
at  pleafure ;  but,  in  procefs  of  time,  it  became  cuftomary 
not  to  remove  them,  unlefs  cortvifted  of  treafon,  and  not 
to  transfer  the  counties  to  other  families  till  their  male  line 
was  extindt :  this  was  tbe  origin  of  counts  and  counties 
in  that  part  of  Italy.  The  difference  between  them  was, 
that  the  latter  governed  during  pleafure,  and  the  former 
were  never  removed  unlefs  guilty  of  treafon ;  hence  the  title 
of  count  denoted  dignity,  and  that  of  guaftald  only  office. 

The  other  two  great  dukedoms  of  Spoleto  and  Friuli  were 
far  inferior,  both  in  power  and  extent,  to  that  of  Bene- 
▼ento.     The  former  comprehended  all  Umbria,  in  which 
were  many  cities  of  great  extent,  and  the  latter  included  all 
Friuli  and  the  greater  part  of  Iftria.    The  dukedom  of  Na-  Tkiduki* 
pies,  which  continued  fubjeft  to  the  emperors  of  the  Eaft,  dom  of  Ifd^ 
extended  towards  the  weft  as  far  as  Cuma,  comprehending  ^'^'»  ^^^'J^' 
within  its  limits  the  Iflands  of  Ifchia,  Nifita,  and  Provida,  Jj^^^^J* 
with  the  maritime  tovtms  of  Pozzuolo,  Baia,  and  Mifeno  ;  menu 
towards  the   fouth,  Caftellamare,   Sorrento,  Amalfi,  and 
the  ifland  of  Caprea,  were  comprifed  in  it ;  towards  the  eaft 
and  north  its  limits  were  much  confined,  the  dukedom  of 
•Bencvento  extending  almoft  to  the  very  gates  of  the  city. 
The  cities  of  this  dukedom  were  governed  by  their  particu- 
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kr  rcAercS}  appointed  by,  and  fubordtnate  to  the  duke  of 
I^aples.  Uliefc  restores  wefe  likewife  called  counts;  but 
were  not,  as  in  the  dukedom  of  Benevento,  feudatories  \ 
they  only  governed  daring  the  pleafure  of  the  duke ;  fo  that 
they  were  upon  a  footing  with  the  Lombard  guaftalds. 
The  duke  was  appointed  and  lemovcd  at  pleafure  by  the 
emperor.  The  duke  of  Naples  was  likewifc  ftyled  magifter 
militise,  and  conful  i  but  how  the  title  of  conful  canve  to  be 
given  him,  no  writer  has  yet  had  the  curiofity  to  enquire* 
Be  fides  the  dukedom  of  Naples,  the  emperors  of  the  Eaft 
poffcHed  feveral  cities  in  ancient  Calabria,  aud  in  the  coun- 
try of  the  Brutii,  now  known  by  the  name  of  Fanher  Ca- 
laoria.  In  ancient  Calabria  they  held  the  cities  of  Gallipoii 
sind  Otrantoj  and  in  Farther  Calabria,  Reggio,  Gerace, 
Santa  Scverina,  Crotone,  and  befides  thefe,  the  two  cities 
of  Amantea  and  Agripoli,  with  the  promontory  now  called 
Capo  di  Licofa  ^»  the  dukedoms  of  Gaeta  and  Amalfi.  AD 
tliefe  cities  were  i-inmediately  governed  by  their  reftores, 
who  were  appointed  and  removed  by  the  patrician,  as  he  is 
ftyled,  or  governor,  of  Sicily ;  for  to  him  were  fubjefk,  at 
this  time,  all  the  places,  the  dukedom  of  Naples  excepted^ 
which  the  emperors  ftill  retained  in  Italy  :  hence  they  are 
all  comprifed  by  Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus  upder  the 
thema  of  Sicily  (VV).  In  more  ancient  ttnoestonly  the  Far* 
tber  Calabria  was  fubjeO  to  the  patrician  of  Sicily  v  but  the 
cities  which  the  emperors  poflefled  in  that  part  of  Italy,  be- 
ing reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number,  they  were  all  put  un- 
der the  government  of  the  patrician,  who  was  fent  from 
Conftantinople  to  govern  Sicily,  as  is  evidentfrom  the  thc- 
inata  of  Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus  *,  and  Hhewife  from 
one  of  pope  Adrian's  letters  to  Cbarlemagnc,  wherein  be 
it:ompIaihs  of  the  Beneventan  Lombards  fpr  taking  front 
{lim  the  city  of  Gaeta,  ^nci  reftoring  it  to  the  patrician  of 
Sicily.  Gaeta  belonged  to  the  emperor,  and  was  under  the 
government  of  that  patrician.;  Charles  tookit  fpm  the  em- 
jperor;and  gave  it  to  the  pope  ;  the  Lombards  of  fiencTcnto 
retook  it^  ar>d  redo  red  it  to  its  lawful  owner ;  and  on  that 
account  they  are  called  by  the  pope  a  mod  wicked  people  '• 
Defideriust  being  taken  captive,  and  Favia  reduced,  all 
the  other  cities  fubmitted  to  Charles,  who  claiming-  the 
kingdom  of  the  Lombards  by  right  of  conqueft,  caufednim- 
felf  to  be  crowned  king  of  Lomoardy,  with  an  iron  crown, 

J  Pelkgriru  in  Diflbrt.  de  Finib^  Ducat«  Betreter^t.  p.  71.    %  Coisft. 
Porphyr.  cie  Themat.  p.  8.  a  A<kian.  ep.  Ixxiii.  Peikgn  is  Fui* 

Due*  Behevent.  ad  Merid. 

( W)  No  regard  .was  now  had    into  diflri6lj»,  vtrht<^h  had.  thetr 
to  the  ancient  divifion  of  the    particular  governors^  were  intio* 

j^rovinces;    but  new  divlfions    duced,  and  called  theinata. 
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\j  the  hands  of  the  archbiihop  of  Milaii^  at  a  place  caUed' 
Modoilia,  about  ten  miles  from  that  city. 

The  ceremony  of  the  coronation  being  over,  Chartes,  Ue  goes  t6 
now  king  of  It^ly,  thought  it  neceffary  to  fettk  the  govern*  Rome, 
ment  and  poUty  of  his  new  kingdom  \  for  which  fiurpofe  ^^^^^ 
he  refolved  to  go  to  Rome,  and  advife  with  Adrian.     The  ^^^^^^^^ 
popC)  having  notice  of  his  deOgn,  aflembkd  fifty  biihops^  ctnf erred 
and  a  great  number  of  abbots^  and  other  dignitaries,  in  order  upon  him, 
to  confuk  with  th^em,  what  honours  ought  to  be  paid  to  fa 
great  a  prince,  wbofe  father  and  grandfather,  as  well  as 
himfelf,   had  deferved  fo  much  of  the  Roman   church^ 
After  feveral  confuitation8>  it  was  unanimouity  agreed,  that 
he  fhould  be  made  a  Roman  patrician  ;  that  throughout  the 
provinces  ,he  fiiould  inftitute  all  bifliops  and  archbiihopsr^ 
who  ^ere  not  to  be  confecrat&d^  unlcfs  inftituted.byfarm) 
and  that  he  fhtruld  appoint  the  biifaop  of  Rome,  and  be  de-^ 
<:lared .  proteflor  of  the  apoftolic  fee.     Charlesy  opoft  his 
arrival  at  Rome,  was  received  by  the  pope,  and  the  Roman 
people,  with  the  greateft  marks  of  XQfyodi  and  eftedm,  and 
the  honours  we  have  mentioned  were,  with  the  unanimous 
confent  of  alU  conferred  upon  bim«    The  nomination  of 
the  bi(hop  of  Rome  was  granted  to  him,  for  preventing  th« 
tumults  that,  tp  the  great  fcandal  of  all  good  Chriftian*, 
began  to  ari&  among  the  people  and  clergy,  on  occaHon  of 
thofc  eledlions,  no  one  having  any  power  or  authority  to 
reftrain  them  ;  but.  this  right  Charles  ufed  with  great  mo- 
deration, and  after  iokat  ttine  remitted  it  to  the  clergy  and 
people.     The  dipiityof  patrioiaa.wos,  at  that  time,  the 
firft  in  the  whole  enipire,  and  the  right  of  conferring  it 
belonged  to  the  enlperor ;  but  his  authority  being  now  ex^ 
tioci;  in  Italy,  the  pope  arrogated  to  faimfelf  that,  as  weli 
as  he  did,  by  degrees,  all  the  od>er  imperial  honours  and 
ornaments.    Charles,  extrelmely  well  pleafed  with  the  re- 
ception he  found  at  Rome^  continued  fome  time  in  that  me- 
tropolis,  confulting  with  the  pope  abotst  the  manner  of 
fettling  the  aflPairs  of  Italy  \  and  then  returned  to  Pavia, 
where  he  declared^  that  he  intei!ided  to  maintain  the  fame  He  nuine 
Soitn  of  govenraicnt  which  had  been  iiltroduced  by  the  the  fame 
jLombard  princes  his  predecefibrs.    Accordingly,  he  allowed  J'^^  ^^J* 
every  one  full  liberty  to  live  under  the  fame  Roman  or  '^'^^^^^  • 
<Lon>bard  laws,  to  which  they  had  been  accudomed ;  but 
^to  the  latter  he  added,  as  king  of  the  Lombards,  fome  of 
his  own.     He  did  not  difturb  the  emperors  in  the  pofleffion 
.of  the  dukedom  of  Naples^  and  of  the  other  places  which 
.  :^ey  ftill  held  in  Italy. 

,     As  for  the  three  famqus  dukedoms  of  Friali,  Spolet^,  AtUwt  th§ 
and  Benevento,  he  allowed  thofe  dukes  the  fame  power  ^*^"  ^^ 
and  authority  which  they  had  cpjoyed  under  the  Lombard  {^^^ 
f  '  kings, 


^ 
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kings,  requiring  only,  that  as  they  had  been  Aibje£b  to  tlieCif 
princes*  they  (hould  acknowlege  him  for  their  fovereigii* 
The  exarchate,  the  Pentapolis,  add  the  dukedom  of  Rome, 
he*  ceded  to  the  pope  ;  but  retained  the  fovereignty  to  him-& 
felf«    The  other  provinces,  which  we  have  mentioned,  he 
kept  as  the  kingdom  of  Lombardy  ^.     He  continued  the 
other  dukes  in  their  pofleflions,  contenting  himfelf  with  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  which  he  obliged  them,  as  well  as  the 
greater  dukes,  to  take  annually  to  him.    The  oath  was  con- 
ceived in  the  following  terms  :  **  I  promifc,  without  fraud 
or  deceit,  to  be  faithful  to  my  fovereign  Charles,  and  his 
fons,  as  long  as  I  live ;  and  I  fwear,  by  thefe  holy  gofpels, 
that  I  will  be  faithful  to  him,  as  a  vaffal  to  his  lord  and  fo- 
vereign; neither  will  I  divulge  any  thing  which,  in  virtue 
of  my  allegiance,  he  {hall  commit  to  me/*    The  dukedoms 
he  never  transferred  from  one  family  to  another,  but  when 
the  dukes  broke  this  oath,  or  died  without  iflue  male.    This 
tranflation  from  one  to  another  was  called  inveftiture  ;  and 
hence  it  came,  that  6efs  were  not  granted  but  by  invefti- 
ture, as  was  afterwards  obferved  with  refped  to  other  vaf- 
fals  and  feudatories,  fuch  as  counts,  captains,  and  valva- 
fours,  the  model  of  whofe  fervices  and  tenures  was  after- 
wards perfefted  by  the  princes  of  Germany. 
Magifratis      The  limits  of  the  kingdom  and  the  towns  Charles  com- 
mppotniid    juittcd  to  the  care  of  counts,  who  were  vcfted  with  great 
^  '^*       authority.    Thefe  limits  or  borders  were  called  marchae,  or 
marches ;  whence  thofe,  who  had  the  fuperintendency  of 
them,  were  ftyled  counts  of  the  marches,  and  marquifesi 
and  hence  the  title  of  marquis  had  its  rife.     Thefe  were 
the  ordinary  magiftrates  appointed  by  Charles  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  cities,  and  the  limits  of  the  kingdom ;  but 
he  fometimes  appointed  extraordinary  magiftrates,  or  com- 
miftaries,  who  had  greater  authority  than  the  counts,  and 
were  called  miili.    It  was  their  province  to  part  and  diftin- 
guifli  the  limits  of  each  city,  which,  under  the  Lombards, 
were  greatly  confufed ;  hence  aiofe  frequent  difputes  among 
the  lieighbouring  cities  about  their  boundaries;  but  the 
xniifi  ailigned  to  each  city  its  extent  of  territory,  and  in  ge- 
neral following  nature,  appointed  mountains,  rivers^  brodks» 
valleys,  and  other  perpetual  and  lafting  limits  to  ferve  for 
marcnes,  that  time  might  not  alter  and  confound  them.  He 
likewife  obliged  the  cities  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
Tribute       him,  and  impofed  upon  them,  as  well  as  upon  the  fiefsy 
impofedby   churches,  and  monafteries,  a  kind  of  tribute  called  fode« 
'*'  rum,  parata,  and  manfionaticum,  to  be  paid  to  him,  6fpe« 

cially  when  he  came  into  Italy ;  but  this  tribute  he  alter- 
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wards  generoufly  remitted  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs. 
That  Italy  might  retain  at  lead  fome  fhadow  of  liberty,  as 
often  as  he  returned  thither,  he  convened  a  general  afPem- 
Wy  of  all  the  bifhops,  abbots,  and  barons  of  the  kingdom, 
in  order  to  fettle  the  public  affairs  of  importance.  The 
Lombards  had  but  one  ftate,  compofed  of  barons  and  judges; 
but  the  French,  in  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  had  two, 
oonGfting  of  the  ecclefiaftics  and  nobility :  Charles  added 
likewife  in  Italy,  after  the  manner  of  France,  the  order  of 
the  ecclefiaftics  to  that  of  the  barons  or  nobility. 

The  affairs  of  Italy  being  thus  fettled,  Charles,  leaving  a 
ftrong  garrifon  in  Pavia,  returned  to  France  in  the  year  774; 
but  he  was  fcarce  departed,  when  the  Lombard  dukes,  thofe 
cfpecially  of  Friuli,  Spoleto,  and  Benevento,  fcorning  to 
live  fabjeft  tq  a* foreign  prince,  refolved  to  ftiake  off  the 
yoke,  and  make  themfelves  abfolute  intheir  refpeftive  duke- 
doms.    While  Charles,  therefore,  was  engaged  in  a  war  ^f/ig  juh 
with  the  Saxons,  Rodgand,  duke  of  Friuli,  feizing  that  op-  of  Friuli 
portunity,  renounced  his  allegiance,  and  caufed  hirtifelf  to  rinfolti  % 
be  acknowleged  fovereign  in  his  dukedom;  but  Charles,  who 
had  already  put  an  end  to  the  Saxon  war,  by  the  redu£lion 
of  that  country,  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  revolt  of 
Rodgand,  which,  he  apprehended,  might  prove  df  danger- 
ous confequence,  if  it  was  not  timely  fuppreffed,  than  h« 
haftened  into  Alface,  from  whence  he  marched,  in  the  depth 
of  winter,  with  a  powerful  army,  crofs  the  Alps,  and  en- 
tered the  dukedom  of  Frfuli.    Rodgand  met  him  with  all  ^«'  *^  ^^ 
the  forces  he  could  raife  ;  but,  in  the  engagement  that  en-  -^^"I'f*  ^ 
fued,  he  wa?  totally  defeated,  taken  prifoner,  and  foon  after  ^a/A 
publicly  beheaded.     Charles  did  not  appoint  another  duke, 
but  adding  the  cities,  of  which  this  dukedom  was  compofed, 
to  his  kingdom,  appointed  counts  to  govern  them  in  the 
fame  mantier  as  the- other  cities  of  his  kingdom  were  go- 
verned.    Thus  ended  the  dukedom  of  Friuli,  the  firft  that  ^^at  Juh» 
was  crefted  under  Alboinus,  and  likewife  the  firft  that  was  ^^"^  mdid^ 
fupprefied  by-  Charlemagne.     Hildebrand,  duke  of  Spoleto, 
who  had  likewife  revolted,  upon  the  news  of  the  defeat  and 
death  of  Rodgand,  voluntarily  fubmitted,  and  was  again  re- 
ceived into  favour  by  Charles. 

At  this  time  Arechis,  who  had  married  Adelperga,  daugh- 
ter to  Defiderius,  the  laft  king  of  the  Lombards,  was  duke 
of  Benevento ;  but  he,  waiting  a  more  favourable  opportu- 
nity of  (baking  off  the  yoke,  continued  quiet  till  Charles, 
after  having  appointed  Pepin,  his  eldeft  fon,  king  of  Italy, 
in  781,  had  returned  to  France,  and  was  engaged  in  other 
wars.  Then  Arechis,  difdaining  to  live  in  fubjeflion  to  a 
foreign  princej  and  trufling  to  his  own  ftrength,  and  the 
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Yr.  of  Fl.  affcAIan  of  his  fabjeds,  not  only  xoTolted»  hut,  layisgaGde 

.     3139.      the  title  of  duke,  aflumed  that  of  prince,  c^ufing  biniifelf  to 

A.  D.  781.  be  anointed  and  crowned,  with  great  folemnity,  as  king,  by 

•^  ^  his  bifhops,  and  dating  thenceforth  all  his  writs  a^id  diplo* 

Juke  of*      *^'*  **  from  our  moft  facred  palace,"  according  to  the  ftylc 

BemvttJuy  of  other  princes  and  fovereigns.    His  image,  crowned,  was 

thanges  his  fct  up  in  all  the  churches  of  his  dominions :  he  coined 

itukeJom       money  ;  made  what  alterations  he  thought  proper  both  in 

'^1/'/'^'''   civil  and  military  affairs,  without  confuking  either  Charles 

^    •'*       or  Pepin  }  and  even  enacted  fcveral  laws,  for  his  Capitu- 

laria  have  reached  our  tiipes ;  and  in  the  manufcript  code 

lodged  in  the  monaftery  of  Cava,  among  the  edi£^s  of  the 

Lombard  kings,  is  to  be  found  one  of  this  prince,  contain** 

ing  feventeen  chapters.     His  example  was  followed  by  the 

other  princes  his  fucceiFors,  nameiyi  by  Adelchis,  Sicardus, 

and  Radelchifus,  as  appears  from  their  Capitularia  publifli* 

ed  by  Camillo  Pellegrino  ^.    Thus,  to  the  laws  of  the  Lom« 

bard  kings  were  added  thofe  of  the  princes  of  Benevento* 

,  Charles,  finding  that  his  fon  Pepin  was  not  able  to  reduce 

the  Beneventan  Lombards,  returned  in  786,  with  a  power<^ 

ful   army,  into  Italy,  being  then  difengaged  from   other 

vrars ;  but  Arechis  luing  for  peace,  Charles  granted  him  it 

upon  the  following  terms :  that  he  fliould  pay  to,  Pepin  a 

yearly  tribute ;  that  he  (hould  deliver  up  his  treafure,  and 

with  it  his  fon  Grimoald»  and  his  daughter  Adelgifa,  by 

way  of  hoftages.    The  peace  being  thus  concluded,  Charles 

returned  to  France,  leaving  ArecMs  in  poffefiion  of  the  prin^ 

cipality  of  Benevento,  which  was  held  by  him,  ^th  the 

title  of  prince,  as  it  was  by  bis  fuccefibrsy  who  greatly  en- 

mSene^    larged  it,  till  a  cruel  war  being  kindled  in  the  bowels  ol 

•ventans       their  country  between  Siconulphus  and  Radelchifus,  two 

forcedy  by    competitors  for  the  principality,  the  one  inyited  the  Sara** 

ikeir  in-     ^^^^  ^^  Africa,  and  the  other  thofe  of  Spain,  to  tbcir  at 

broUs,  10     fiftance ;  who,  after  a  twelve  ye^rs  war,  completed  the  ruia 

fubmlt  to     of  both :  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  Lewis 

thtempe-     king  of  France,  and  ackuowlege  him  for  their  fovereign* 

r^sofihi   Lewis  divided  the  province3  of  Benevento  between  the  two 

^*  competitors,  by  which  divifion  two  principalities  were  made 

out  of  one  :  that  of  Benevento  was  allotted  to  Radelchifus  \ 

the  other,  called  from  its  metropolis  the  principality  of 

Salerno,  to  Siconulphus. 

c  Camill.  Pellegrin.  Capit.  Arecb.  Princ.  p.  ^09. 
p.  7jt-9». 
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